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The Editor of the Handbook for Switzerland, Piedmont, 
and Savoy, is very solicitous to be favoured with corrections of any 
mistakes and omissions which may be discovered by persons who have 
made use of the book. Those communications especially will be welcomed 
which are founded upon personal knowledge, and accompanied by the 
name of the writer to authenticate them. Travellers willing to make such 
communications are requested to have the kindness to address them to the 
Editor of the Handbook, care of Mr. Murray, Albemarle Street. 

*^* Certificates in piai^^ of Inns musi be signed by respectable and 
well-known persons. No attention can be paid to letters from Hotel- 
keepers in praise of their own inns ; but the Editor will be happy to 
receive from them local information as to new roads or other facilities for 
Travellers. Prepaid letters only are received. 



Caution to TBAVBLLBits.—- By Act of Parliament, the introduction Into 
England of foreign E^ition^ of works, in which a B^tish copyright subsists, 
is ioiaXly prohibiUd, Travellers will therefbre bear in mind that even a 
single copy is contrabandy and is liable to seizure, at the English Cnstom- 
honse. 

Caution to Innkeepebs and others. — The Editor of the Handbooks 
has learned from yarions quarters that persons have of late been extorting 
money from innkeepers, tradespeople, artists, and others, on the Continent, 
under pretext of procuring recommendations and favourable notices of them 
or their establishments in the Handbooks for Travellers. The Editor there- 
fore thinks it his duty to warn all whom it may concern, that recommenda- 
tions in the Handbooks are not to be obtained by purchase, and that the 
persons alluded to are not only unauthorised by him, but are totally unknown 
to him. All those, therefore, who put confidence in such promises, may rest 
assured that they will be defrauded of their money without attaining their 
object. 
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PBEPACE TO THE EDITION OF 1879. 



Mubbay's Handbook for Switzerland^ Savoy^ and Piedmont was the first 
systematic guide-book of English origin to those countries. It was based 
on the principle of personal knowledge of the routes described, and con- 
structed for the use of a generation of travellers, among whose interests the 
beauties of nature or historical associations took the first place. 

Since the publication of the first edition in 1838 two new classes of 
visitors have made Switzerland and the adjacent regions their summer 
resort. An eager band of rnountaineers has explored the Alps in their most 
secret recesses, and conquered their proudest pinnacles. A much larger 
company of tourists circles yearly for a few weeks in autumn along a 
narrow and beaten track through two or three of the most beautiful districts 
on the northern side of the great chain. Their interests appear, in many 
cases at least, scarcely to extend beyond the practical details of travel — 
means of conveyance, inns, tariffs, bills, — and they have no desire to turn 
aside to see scenery which has not been already stamped with the approval 
of their fellows. 

It has not been thought expedient to remodel this work so as to suit 
either class. It would be impossible to condense into one volume, in a 
form which would attract English readers, the minute details as to every 
byeway and glacier pass, or the interesting personal narratives of " first 
ascents," which distinguish the admirable * Alpine Guide' of Mr. Ball. It 
seems, on the other hand, undesirable to limit the scope of these pages, 
and absurd to encumber them with long lists of tariffs and time-tables, 
which the next year, in many cases, must render inaccurate, and which 
could never be safely consulted without a further reference to the tables 
of the year, accesaible in every hotel. 

The present Editor has endeavoured, therefore, to maintain the Handbook 
in its original character as a practical Travdler^s Guide. In it English 
travellers will find, in one volume, a comprehensive account of the whole 
Central and Western Alps, in which every route of importance is described 
in detail, while bypaths and glacier excursions are briefly indicated. 

Plans of the principal towns are inserted, and a carefully-prepared route- 
map of Savoy and Piedmont. Besides the two route-maps, there will be 
found numerous district-maps. Of these, four are new, and two have been 
re-engraved for the present Edition. 

An independent Index has been prepared for the Swiss section of the 
Handbook, as well as for the section relating to the Pennine Alps, Savoy 
and Piedmont ; and as each is furnished with a map, the two parts may 
be bound up separately for convenience, without injuring the completeness 
of either. HAHVARO CO? LEGE LfBWRT ^'3' ''^^ by VjuO^ic 



VI PREFACE. 

The following are among the principal alterations and additions made in 
the text of this Edition. The Introduction has heen re-arranged, and 
in great part re-written ; several new routes have been added ; others have 
heen divided so as to make reference more easy; glacier passes, which 
require no apprenticeship in climbing, and have become frequented routes, 
are fully described ; while the principal ascents are, as a rule, noted. The 
whole book has been thoroughly and carefully revised, amplified, and 
methodised. Among the sections most enlarged and amended are those 
relating to Davos and the Engine, Zermatt, &e Pennine Alps, the Graian 
Alps and Dauphin^, the Lombard and the Maritime Alps. 

The Editor desires to acknowledge his special obligations to the Hand- 
books issued by M. Joanne, the * Schweizerfiihrer of Herr Ivan von 
Tschudi, and to the numerous local Handbooks published under the 
auspices of the Italian Alpine Club, and referred to in the subsequent list 
of authorities. He also wishes to thank the many Alpine Clubmen, Swiss 
travellCTS and residents who have put at his service tbeir intimate know- 
ledge of particular districts, and thus enabled him, in spite of the enormous 
increase in the amount of the information to be gathered together since 
the book was first published, to maintain throughout its claim to be 
founded on the personal knowledge of the most competent travellers. 

Jwne, 1879. 



The Seventeenth Edition has been brought up to date as far as possible 
with regard to railways, population of towns, inns, and general information 
from personal knowledge, the best Swiss authorities, and the notes with 
which the Editor has been favoured by travellers. 

Jidy, 1886. 
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§ 1. GENERAL INFORMATION FOE TBAVELLERS, 

Pas&ports, — Passports are not at present (1886) required from 
English travellers in France, Switzerland, or Italy, In time of peace 
the tourist, who intends to keep to the beaten tracks of the Central Alps, 
w^ill find a passport unnecessary. Should he propose, however, to extend 
his journey to remote districts on the Italo-French frontier, he will do 
well to provide himself with one, since the government officials have a 
right to demand from any stranger proof of his identity, and a passport, 
provided with a vim, is the simplest and most generally recognised form 
in which such proof can be presented. The passport should be carried on 
the person, as it will be wanted, if at all, at some unexpected moment. 
Traveller* should not resent too impetuously any want of manners on 
the part of subordinate officials, with whom they may come into contact. 
The offer of a cigar will often have more effect thaii the most spirited- 
remonstrance in bringing to a speedy close a difficulty arising from 
misapprehension of their character, 

* The Introductory information given here refers generally to the Alpine Districts described 
in this volume. Further Information as to the Alps of Savoy and Piedmont, the Pennine Alps, 
and the Italian Lakes, is given at the commencement of t^he second portion of the work. 
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A passport can be procured at the Foreign-Office, Downing Street, by 
leaving or sending a letter of recommendation from any M.P., or London 
banker, magistrate, clergyman, solicitor, or surgeon, and calling or send- 
ing the next day for the passport, for which a fee of .25. is charged. 

Those who have not time or a servant at their disposal should forward 
their letters of recommendation to Dorrell and Son, 15, Charing Cross* 
Lee and Carter, 440, Strand, or one of the tourist agents, who for a small 
charge will procure the passports and visas, and will also mount the 
passport in a case, which some travellers prefer. 

Cugtoms, — The Swiss now levy import-dues only on a few bulky 
articles, and no examination of passengers' luggage is made on entering or 
leaving the country. Examinations are made on entering France, Italy, 
Austria, or the German States. 

The officials, as a rule, are content with opening one article of each tra- 
veller's luggage. Cigars, lace, and unmade-up stuffs for clothing are almost 
tbe only articles charged for. There are strenuous regulations against the 
trsnaport of cartridges through France. 

In the Italian Lakes the traveller has constantly to cross the frontier. 
He will, however, be little troubled except at the railway douane of 
Chiasgo, where the head officials have made themselves notorious for 
harshness in the execution of their duty and discourtesy towards travellers. 
Those leaving Italy with any purchases which may possibly be mistaken 
for " works of art prior to the present century " should be particularly 
careful to avoid Chiasso, as the custom-house officials will detain the 
goods, and refuse to answer any inquiries by letter as to the means by 
which they can be released, a course for which they are said to have the 
authority of their government. 

Money, — By a decree of the Diet in 1860 the currency of Switzerland 
was reduced to conformity with that of France. Francs and centimes are 
the current money. The coinage is distinguished by the word Helvetia 
on the obverse, and is among the best in Europe. 

The silver coins consist of pieces of 5 francs, 2 francs, 1 franc, and 
i franc (50 centimes). The small coins consist of pieces of 5, 10, and 
20 centimes, struck in hiUon (nickel and copper), and are much more 
convenient than French or English copper. 

French twenty-franc pieces and francs, current all over Switzerland, are 
the best money the traveller can take with him ; but English sovereigns 
and bank-notes are usually taken at inns throughout Switzerland and on 
the Italian lakes, at a value of 25 francs. 

A safe and convenient method of carrying money is by circular notes 
issued by Coutts & Co., Herries & Co., the Union Bank, the London and 
Westminster Bank, and other banks, payable at all the large towns in 
Europe. They may be procured for any sum from lOZ. upwards, and are 
changed free of charge by the bankers at all Swiss towns, and at the 
principal inns wherever English are well known. By going to the bankers 
the traveller secures any benefit there may be from the current rate of 
exchange. The security they ought to afford against loss is diminished by 
the frequent carelessness of inukeepers, in changing the notes without 
Tequiring to see the " Letter of Indication" the bearer is bound to present 
to prove his signature. English cheques are commonly changed by inn- 
keepers in large towns. Digitized by vjuuv ic 
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The Grerman gulden is exchanged in Switzerland at the rate of 2 
francs 10 centimes : the Austrian florin at 2 francs 45 centimes. The 
Prussian thaler at 3 francs 70 centimes. The Beichs-Mark at 1 franc 
25 centimes. 

The coinage of Italy is the same as that of France. The paper currency 
is now at par, and is heing gradually replaced by gold and silver coinage. 
Italian paper should be changed before crossing the frontier. 

Measures, — On the Federal map of Switzerland (the Swiss Ordnance 
Map) the heights above the sea-level are indicated in metres. 



1 m^tre = 

1 kilometre = 

1 Old Freneh foot =s 
1 French league = 
1000 mfetres ss 
8 kilometres 
50 kilomHres 
1 kilogramme = 
1 hectare =s 



FBBNCH MEASURES. 

3-2809 Eng. feet s 3 feet 3f inches, nearly. 

0*628 Eng. mile = 5-8th8 of a mile, nearly. 

1-066 Eng. foot = 1 foot, 1 inch, nearly. 

2-485 Eng. miles = 2^ miles, nearly. 

3280-9 Eng. feet =r 3281 feet, nearly, 

= 5 miles, less 52 yards. 

= 31 miles, 1 furlong, 57J yards. 

2-204 lbs. avoirdupois = 2 lbs. 3 J oz. nearly. 

10,000 sq. mHres = 2 acres, 1 rood, 35 perches, nearly. 





Tabwe a.— Fbbnch M^tbes bedcjced to English Feet. 


M^tns. 


English Feet and 
Decimal Fkrts. 


M<Stxes. 


English Feet and 
Decimal Parts. 


Metres. 


Englldi Feet and 
Decimal Parts. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


3-281 
6-562 
9-843 
13-123 
16-404 
19-685 
22-966 
26-247 
29-528 
32-809 


20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 
100 
200 


65-618 
98-427 
131-236 
164-045 
196-854 
229-663 
262-472 
296-281 
328-090 
656-180 


300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 
1000 


984-270 
1812-360 
1640-450 
1968-539 
2296-629 
2624-719 
2952-809 
3280-899 



To reduce metres to English feet, multiply by 3, and to the product add a 
12th of it, and an 8th of that 12th. 



1 Swiss foot = 

1 Swiss league 1 __ 

or Stunde j "~ 

1 Swiss Post = 

1 Swiss arpent = 

1 Swiss pound = 



1 Piedmont miles 
1 Italian mile = 
1 Italian Post = 



SWISS MEASUBES. 

11 inches, 10 lines, nearly. 

2-983 Eng. miles = 3 miles, less 92 feet. 



3-00 Swiss stunde = 
0-89 Eng. acres = 
l-1021b. avoird. = 



9 miles, less 92 yards. 

9-lOths of an acre, nearly. 

^ Fr. kilog.= 1 lb. li oz., nearly. 



ITALIAN KDSASUBES. 

1*503 Eng. mile = 1} mile and 57 yards. 

1 mile, 1 1 url<mg, 45 yards. 

8 Italian miles = 9 miles, 1 furlong, 142 yards. 



Post — The postage on an ordinary letter under I oz. is 10 centimes. 
If addressed to a direction within 5 miles, half-price. Postcards are 5 
centimes throughout Switzerland and 10 centimes to other countries 
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included in the Postal Union. Unsealed packages containing no letters or 
articles of value pay 10 centimes up to 250 grammes. 

Letters under i oz. to all countries included in the Postal Union and to 
the United States of America cost 25 centimes. 

In addressing letters, the name, and particularly the initial letter, should 
he clearly written, and the addition " Esquire " avoided. It is hetter when 
possible to have the letters addressed to an inn rather than Poste Restante. 
In many places of summer resort, particularly in the Engadine, the post- 
office staff is wholly unequal to the call on it, and letters are constantly 
delivered to the wrong person, or, having been placed under a wrong 
letter, refused when actually lying in the ofiSce. It is well therefore, 
in country offices, when expected letters are not received, to request to be 
allowed to look for oneself. 

When newspapeiB are expected they should be specially asked for, as 
they are often kept apart 

There is a parcel post between Great Britain and Switzerland. Parcels 
under 8 lb& cost Is. 9<2., between 3 and 7 lbs., 2s. 2d, 

Telegraph, — ^The electric telegraph wires are now carried to almost 
every town and considerable village in Switzerland, and to many solitary 
inns. Messages within the Swiss frontier are charged as follows : 35 cen- 
times for two words, 40 centimes for 3 and 4, and so on, adding 5 centimes 
for every odd or two even words. The name of the sender is put at the 
end of the message. 

Circtda/r Tours and Tickets, — Of late years two new systems have sprung 
into existence to meet the case of persons more or less incapable, from want 
of experience in travel or ignorance of foreign languages, of taking care of 
themselves while abroad. 

The first is known as the •* Personally-conducted Tour." The tourist 
pays down a fixed sum, which, with very few extras, includes all his 
expenses. For this he is entitled to be taken round a predetermined 
route, in company with some 20 to 60 chance companions, and in charge 
of an experienced agent, who fills, as far as possible, the place of courier to 
the party. He has no bills to pay, no conveyances to hire, no arrangements 
to make ; in exchange for these advantages, he must of course surrender 
his freewill and make the best of his society. This is an arrangement 
suited only for those who would otherwise be altogether excluded from the 
advantages of foreign travel, many of which, however, are necessarily lost 
by such a system. 

The second arrangement is fit for more advanced tourists, and may 
occasionally be made use of with advantage even by old travellers, who 
Are content to fix beforehand where they will go, and by what route they 
will come back. 

Circular routes are arranged in great variety, and in return for a pay- 
ment usually as nearly as possible equivalent to the ordinary fares, books 
are issued containing tickets not only for railways and steamers, but for 
coaches and horses, in the order in which they will be wanted on the 
tour, which as a rule is made reversible. 

Books of slips (called coupons) are also issued. Each coupon costs 8 
shillings, aiid in return for it, at any of the hotels mentioned in the list 
given with the coupons, the traveller has a right to dinner, breakfast, aad 
|)ed. The hotels designated ^re, as a rule, good, and the system may be 
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worked so as to effect a small saving in money. The tourist, however, 
must beware how he indulges in extras, such as cups of tea or foot- 
baths, as some innkeepers are quick to take an unfair advantage of such 
excesses. 

The agents for Circular Tours and tickets are Messrs. Cook & Co., of 
Ludgate Hill Circus, B.C., by whom they were established, and Messrs. 
Gaze, of 142, Strand, W.C.; the railway companies also issue through or 
retum-ticketis to most of the principal foreign towns. 

N.B. — In travelling with through-tickets made up of many leaves, the 
tourist should be careful to see that the guard collects only the right one. 
Mistakes are common, and redress is the contrary, in this matter. 

Luggo/ge, — ^There is a very convenient system in force in Switzerland, 
by which luggage can be forwarded from any post or railway station within 
the frontier to another, at a moderate expense. The traveller has only to 
leave his package, properly and clearly addressed, with the post-master, 
and in return he will receive a ticket, which he must keep. 

In making appUcation for the luggage, it is well to present a card with 
the name of the applicant clearly written, and sometimes to ask to look 
over the packages in the ofiQce, as post-masters have been known to 
declare that luggage had not arrived when it was under their eyes. Mis- 
carriages, however, are very. rare. 

I^iiggage can also be sent across the frontier, but in this case the key of 
each piece must be sent with it, if it is to enter France or Italy. The 
Swiss custom-house is satisfied with a written declaration that the contents 
are traveller's luggage. Forms for this declaration are supplied at the 
offices. 

§ 2. MODES OF TBAYELLINa. 

Bailways, — ^Down to the year 1855 the only railway in Switzerland 
was a short line from Zurich to the Swiss Baden. The reason of this 
was not the extreme natural difficulty of the country, Switzerland being 
in fact, with the exception of the passes through the central mountains 
of the Alps and the Jura, not a very difficult country. The lowlands, or 
parts round Berne, Aarau, Neuchatel, Lausanne, &c., do not offer to the 
engineer such serious obstacles as many parts of the south of England ; 
and by means of the valleys of the Khine and the Rhone, railways can 
penetrate deep into the Alps with remarkable ease. The real difficulty 
consisted in the extraordinary and incredible jealousies between not only 
the different cantons, but the different conmiunes or parishes, and the legal 
difficulties in obtaining the land. A change in government, however, 
having taken place in 1848, a system of railways was planned by the 
Department oi Public Works, and has been carried into execution; 
some of the lines being made by English engineers and with English 
capital. 

Northern Switzerland is now traversed in every direction by lines of 
railroad, connecting the principal towns. The Central Alps have been 
pierced by the St. Gothard Tunnel, and the commerce of Germany thus 
obtains direct access to Milan and the Mediterranean at Genoa. 

For further particulars as to the lines in operation and the train-service, 
readers are referred to the foreign * Bradshaw,' and the * Indicateur des 
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Chemins de Fer Suisses,* or the * Keisebegleiter ftir die Scliweiz,' pub- 
lished periodically, and costing a few centimes. In German Switzerland 
the carriages are on the American system with a passage down the middle. 
Here travellers, who do not object to occasional crowding, may travel with 
advantage second-class. 

In French Switzerland the carriages are very inferior, and the second^ 
class company, particularly in Canton Yaud, is apt to be noisy and dis- 
agreeable. 

Excursion TicheUy and return-tickets, available for 2 or 3 days, may be 
procured in summer on many of the lines. 

The regulations as to luggage differ on the various lines. As a rule, 
little luggage is allowed without extra payment, and as on most Conti- 
nental railways, the traveller must pay for and see it labelled after he has 
taken his ticket. For this purpose it is necessary to be at the station at 
least ten minutes before the hour of starting. Swiss time is 27 minutes 
in advance of Paris, and 35 min. in advance of Greenwich time. 

Stearriboats. — Steamers now run on all the principsd lakes. Those on 
the Lakes of Lucerne and Geneva and on the Italmn lakes are spacious 
boats, with upper decks and good restaurants on board. For fares aud 
timeS) see ' Bradshaw' or the local time-tables. Tickets are sold on board. 
Beware on some of the lakes of the touts for hotels or voituriers who 
infest the boats. 

Diligences, — Well-appointed Diligences traverse almost every road in 
Switzerland where railways have not been laid down, and connect the 
chief railway stations with the places in their vicinity. They belong to the 
Federal Government, and are attached to the post-office as in Germany. 

A list is to be bought at the offices and is also contained in the *• Indi- 
cateur des Chemins de Fer.* The regular diligences have a coupe in front 
with three seats, and a homquette^ with the same number, on the roof be- 
hind the box. The twf^rwwr, or second-class compartment, has six seats 
and occupies the body of the cumbrous vehicle. The conductor has an 
outside seat in the rear, which will often hold two, and may be secured 
for a consideration. 

The fares are fixed by rules dated 1879. In the lowlands 15 centimes 
by kilometre is charged for a seat in l^e interieur, 20 centimes in the 
coupS or hcm^iette. In the mountains, 25 centimes for the intirieur^ 
30 centimes for first-class |daoes. Beturn-tickets available for three 
days are issued at a reduction of 10 per cent. Each traveller is allowed 
40 lbs. of luggage free : overweight packages are charged according to a 
moderate tariff. 

The pace along level ground seldom exceeds 6 miles an hour ; at the 
smallest symptom of a hill the horses fall into a walk : down hill they 
occasionally go fast ; and to those who have not become hardened by use 
it is rather a nervous thing to see the heavy diligence turn round the 
comers of the zigzs^s in the face of preoipicies, with the reins flying loose, 
and the horses apparently under no control. They, however, know the 
road, and accidents are seldom heard of. 

The conductors are generally civil ; t^e clerks, &c., at the diligence 
offices occasionally disobliging. 

There is a very convenient plan adopted as to plgi^Skj At the DSpBts^ 
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or principal stetions, they book any number of passengers up to an hour 
before the departure. When the time for starting arrives, all the luggage 
and as many passengers as the vehicle will hold are put into the dili- 
gence, and the rest of the passengers are sent by other carriages, called 
"suppltoents," or " beiwagen," of which there are often 3 or 4. A party 
of 4 can generally get a "supplement" to themselves, and travel very 
comfortably, seeing the scenery well. At the Bureaux of smaller places 
the booking is contingent on there being room, but on the frequented 
])asses a practically unlimited number of " beiwagen " ^re put on to meet 
a demand. Unless at the place from which the diligence starts, it is 
useless to take places for the banquette or coup^, for at the intermediate 
stations they are generally full. 

The advantages of diligences are economy and, in making a long 
journey, speed. The objection to them is that unless the traveller secures 
a place in the banquette or a " supplement " he sees little of the country. 
A solitary traveller may often avail himself of the diligence with advan- 
tage. A party of from 3 to 5 will find it better worth their while to travel 
post or in a hired carriage. 

On some of the most frequented roads immense covered vans known 
as " Pavilion Postwagen " have been put on, which afford a free view. 

Posting. — ^The Federal Grovemment adopted in 1852 a general and 
uniform system of Posting (Extrapost), which has been introduced into 
all parts of the country, and the great roads are now supplied with post- 
horses, except where railways have been completed. Pull information 
respecting the posting system may be obtained from the Official Swiss 
Post Book {Tarif Suisse de la Poste avan Chevau£c\ or the smaller Extrajpost 
' Tariff to be obtained at every post-bureau. 

The horses and harness are generally good; the drivers tolerably 
skilful, but they get over the ground very slowly. The regulation jMice is 
miles an hour, and is not often exceeded. Upon certain stages up-hill 
the tariff compels you to take an extra horse, or leader (ren/ort, Grerman 
Vorspann), or to pay for it if not taken, sometimes with very little 
apparent reason. The chief objection to travelling post is the necessity 
of frequently changing carriages and repacking luggage. 

Voituriers and Cars, — ^The Voiturier (German, Lohnhutcher, Italian, 
Vetturino) is a coachman who holds at the service of travellers his own 
carriage with 2, 3, or 4 horses. In former times he was a most important 
figure in Swiss travel. On the great roads and in the districts frequented 
by travellers he still exists ; but, owing to the change in the mode of 
travel, he is rapidly changing in character. The " vetturino" of the old 
school, generally an Italian, was, as a rule, civil, obliging, and intelligent. 
He was in the habit of taking long engagements of seversd weeks for com- 

fiieie tours, and the preliminary bargain, in which he regarded himself at 
Lberty to make the best t^ms he could, once concluded, he served his 
employer with much fidelity. The new school are, many of them, mere 
drivers, who are hired from day to day at a fixed rate, are careless alike 
of their horses and their travellers, and are sometimes even of doubtful 
honesty. 

New Tariffs have been lately made in most of the cantons regulating 
the hire of carriages. The prices in many cases are far too high, so that 
for those who do not mind the trouble of changi^ .^^y^^ltis cheaper 
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to travel post. BeiD, Graubiinden, and Uri are among the cantons which 
have fixed tariffs, and they are in force on almost all the Alpine roads. 
Where no tariff exists, the price for a 2-horse vehicle varies from 30 to 50 
francs for the day, but if taken for one or two days only, will be nearer the 
higher sum. A " pourboire" beyond the agreed price is always expected, 
but the amount may be settled beforehand. 

The Kailway termini are the head-quarters of the voituriers ; at all of 
them there are many persons who keep horses for hire, and will either 
conduct the traveller themselves, or send coachmen in their employ. 
Return horses and carriages are sometimes to be met with at cheaper 
rates. 

Before making an engagement, it is prudent to ask the landlord of 
the hotel, or some other respectable inhabitant, to recommend a person 
of approved character. The landlord should be referred to apart, not in 
presence of the coachman, nor, indeed, with his cognizance. Besides 
ascertaining that the voiturier is a respectable man, tiiat his horses are 
good, and his carriage clean and stout, it is desirable in many cases that 
he should speak French as well as GermMi, and, in all, that he should be 
acquainted with the roads to be traversed. If the carriage is hired for a 
long tour, the engagement should, in the first instance, not be made for 
any specific time, at least not for a long period, until man and horses 
have been tried. It is better to take him on from day to day, holding out 
the prospect of his being continued if he behaves well. It should also 
be ascertained whether the well-mannered individual who addresses you 
as the proprietor of the carriage, and makes the bargain with you, wiU or 
will not be the driver. 

It is advisable, before setting out on a long tour, to have an agreement 
in writing drawn up. (See Forms of Contract in Murray's Handbook 
of Travel Talh.) It wiU be important that the payment by the day, or 
for the journey, the time to be occupied on the road, the daily resting- 
-places, the payment of the charge for leaders (Vorspann), and the question 
of back-fare, be all clearly understood and agreed to. 

Despite some disadvantages, voiturier travelling is the most comfortable 
for a family or party of 4 or 5 members on the carriage-roads. 

The usual speed is from 30 to 40 miles a-day, proceeding at the rate of 
about 6 miles an hour. Whilst on the road the voiturier goes nearly as 
fast as the diligence or post-horses, but it is necessary to halt in the 
middle of the day, about two hours, to rest The distances which one 
pair of horses will achieve day after day, by means of walking up the 
smallest ascents, and using the break skilfully on all descents, are in^ 
credible. 

Two travellers will find the pleasantest and most economical mode of 
conveyance in one of the one-horse cMcheSy or chaises, EifMpanner^ which 
are common in most parts of the Alps. They hold comfortably 2 persons, 
and are generally furnished with a hood afiR)rding shelter from sun and 
rain, while not shutting out the view. In front there is a seat for the 
driver, on which a guide will also find room. They go at a rate of 5 or 
6 m. an hour^ except on very hilly roads. The fare is about 1 franc an 
English mile ; and the driver receives 1 fr. trinkgeld for 8 or 10 miles. 
The luggage may be attached on a board behind. 

The char-^-hanc, once the national carriage ogjg^^iich Switzerland, is 

2 
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nearly obsolete. It may be described as the body of a ^g, of a bench, ti^ 
its name implies, placed sideways upon four wheels, surrounded by leather 
curtains made to draw, whence it has been compared to a four-post bed- 
stead on wheels. 

Horses and Mules, — Previous to 1800, until Napoleon cominenced the 
magnificent carriage-roads which will assist in inmiortalising his name, 
the usual mode of conveying either passengers or goods across the Alps 
was on the backs of men, or of horses or mules. Even now, upon 
the minor passes, the entire traffic is carried on by the same means. In 
other instances, where the beauties of the scenery attract an influx of 
strangers, mules are kept for their conveyance, even where they are not 
required for the transport of merchandise. 

The hire of a horse or mule throughout Switzerland, generally fixed by 
a printed tariff, ranges from 10 to 15 fr. a-day, and 1 fr. or 2 fr. to the 
man who leads it ; at Martigny and Chamonix it is 6 fr., but also 6 fr. 
for the man, and this often is not mentioned when you ask the charge for 
a mule. Back-fare must be paid if the animals are dismissed at a distance 
from home, and at so late an hour of the day that they cannot return 
before night. 

The horses used in the Bernese Oberland, on the Rigi, and in other 
parts of Switzerland, are clever animals, which will carry you up and 
down ascents perfectly impracticable to horses unused to mountidns ; but 
they are perhaps excelled by the mules of Chamonix and other parts of Savoy. 
Of these the sagacity, strength, and sureness of foot are really wonderful. 
The paths which they ascend or descend with ease are steeper than any 
staircase, sometimes with rugged rocks instead of stens. Sometimes they 
are covered with broken fragments, between which the beasts must pick 
their way, at the risk of breaking their legs ; at others they traverse a 
narrow ledge, with an abyss on one side and a granite cliff on the other, 
in such dangerous passes the caution of the animal is very remarkable ; 
he needs no rein, but will find out the best track far better than his 
rider; and, in such circumstances, it is safer to trust entirely to his 
sagacity, than to attempt to guide him, for, by confusing the animal, 
there will be risk of Ids losing his footing, and perhaps tumbling head- 
long* The rider who mounts a mule or mountain horse must give up 
his preconceived notions, and let the reins hang comparatively loose. 
There are very few accidents from the falling of the animals; the 
only instance within the writer's knowledge happened to a gentleman 
who was a great horseman, and no doubt attempted to interfere with 
his mule. The chief danger in alpine riding consists in the risk of 
a traveller being placed on the Imck of an animal hitherto accus- 
tomed only to inanimate burdens. This naturally arises most commonly 
in unfrequented districts, and especially affects ladies. Descending the 
passes on horseback is* generally disagreeable, and sometimes dangerous, 
and the rider should always dismount when requested to do so by the 
guide. In fact, those who can walk fairiy should, if they have not too 
much luggage, only hire the horses to the head of the pass, as they will 
be of comparatively little use on the descent. Each saddle has a flap or pil- 
lion attached, on which a knapsack or carpet-bag not weighing more than 
about 30 lbs. may be carried. In Switzerland horses are generally let out 
by their owners, who, in their own interest, refuse to allow their animals 
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to be overloaded. Travellers may as a rule, however, accept the state- 
ments made as to the number of horses requisite, or the amount each can 
carry. This remark does not apply to the refusal of some horse-drivers in 
the height of the season to allow any package whatever to be attached to 
a riding-horse or mule, A portmanteau requires an extra mule. Side- 
saddles are now to be found in all frequented districts; in remote vilifies, 
and especially in the Italian Alps, ladies must take their own saddles, 
or be content with the best substitute that can be improvised. 

A tariff of the prices to be paid for horses is in many places to be seen 
at the inn, 

Chadses^orporteurs, — ^Those who are nnable to ride or walk may be 
carried over the mountains in a chai8e'a-porteur& (Germ. Tragsessel ; It. 
FortanHnd)y which is nothing more than an arm-chair borne upon poles 
in the maimer of a sedan* In the Bernese Oberland two bearers will 
sometimes undertake to carry a lady of light weight for maoy successive 
days over the opdinary passes ; but, as a general rule, two, in some places 
four extra bearers must be taken tx> relieve by turns, and each man expects 
fr. a-day, and 3 fr. for each day of retnm. This was the customary 
manner of conveying travellers across the Alps, down to the latter half 
of the eighteenth century. 

§3. GUIDES. 

Guides are, as a general rule, indispensable in ascending lofty moun- 
tains, in exploring glaciers, and in crossing the minor passes traversed 
by bridle- or foot-paths rarely used, and in many places not dis- 
tinctly marked, or confounded with innumerable tracks of cattle. Never- 
theless, travellers having a knowledge of the language of the country, in 
addition to some experience of mountain journeys, and provided with a 
good map, may cross many of these passes alone with impunity. In bad 
weather a guide may be required in situations where, under ordinary 
circumstances, his presence might be dispensed with, and the solitary 
traveller should always be very cautious in venturing alone on the hills 
where, far from human help, a sprain may have the most serious result. 
Ko one without thorough knowledge of the high Alps, should be foolish 
enough to trust himself over ice or snow without a guide. It is entirely 
a new world ; and when the slightest check occurs, an inexperienced person 
is utterly at a loss. He does not know what ice will bear him, where the 
crevasses run, where avalanches fall, or where the safe track is likely to 
be, and, with the best ordinary judgment, is quite as likely to run into 
danger as to avoid it. 

'nie " expeditions without guides," read of from time to time in the 
•Times' or the 'Alpine Journal,' are made by parties consisting ex- 
clusively of men who have served a long apprenticeship in the Alps under 
the best guides. 

Guides abound in Switzerland, and at Chamonix, and may also be found 
in the Fiedmontese valleys, and in Dauphin^. They may be divided, 
roughly, into two classes, glacier guides and ordinary guides. The 
former are, or ought to be, competent to take travellers into the region 
of eternal snow, not only agile climbers, but also versed in the com- 
plicated rules of ice-craft. In former years, men of this class were 
mostly found in the great centres of alpine travel, Chamonix, Zermatt, 
and the Bernese Oberiaud. liately, how^yer, t^ie wpal>er pf trav^ll^rs 



XXii § 3. — GUIDES. 

wishing to asoend some great peak, has led to the appearance in these 
districts of a set of men tempted to serve as glacier-guides by the high pay 
offered, but without the nerve, knowledge, or experience of tl^ true 
guides. To avoid such companionship is one of the chief difficulties 
of the inexperienced traveller, who will do well to attend to the advice 
given below on this point. First-rate gnides are still found in the 
Alpine centres, but these are seldom disengaged, being secured months 
beforehand by their habitual employers. Thoroughly capable men may, 
however, be discovered in Switzerland by careful inquiry, and in less 
crowded districts and villages, in Dauphin^, at Gourmayeur, Breail, Alagna, 
in many hamlets of the Pennine and eastern Swiss Alps there are now 
excellent glacier guides. 

As a body, despite the occasional misconduct of individuals, the guides 
are intelligent, trustworthy, and hard-working men. All who have fre- 
quently employed them can bear witness to their coolness, courage, and 
skill in moments of danger, on the difficult ice-ridge, in the intricate maze 
of an ice-fall, or when overtaken by sudden storm and f(^. In such situa- 
tions the traveller fully appreciates their steadiness and knowledge, and 
the care with which, if they see need, they watch and guide his footsteps, 
and by judicious use of the rope render a slip impossible or harmless. 

A traveller who contemplates frequent excursions into the snow regions, 
does best by securing a guide for the whole tour. Many guides have now 
a large knowledge of the alpine chain. But even if some part of the pro- 
posed route is unknown to the guide, his general experience, with the aid 
of a good map or the local knowledge of the porter, who in glacier expe- 
ditions can seldom be dispensed with, will suffice. He is al«) frequently 
useful as an interpreter, if the traveller is unacquainted with the lan- 
guage ; he carries a knapsack, and will act generally as a courier, only at 
a far cheaper rate. 

In engaging a guide the best plan is to apply, before leaving England, 
to an experienced friend, and write in advance to the guide recommended. 
When this has not been done, some alpine climber may generally be 
met abroad, to whom application can be made. Failii^ tlus, the traveller 
may safely apply to one of the famous guides, such as Christian Aimer 
of Grindelwald, Melchior Anderegg of Meiringen, or Francois Devouas- 
soud of Ghamonix, to recommend him a suitable escort. There are a 
few innkeepers who may also be trusted. Every guide is bound to carry a 
certificate-book, which may be usefully referred to : the traveller should, 
however, be careful to notice by whom the certificates are signed, and only 
to give weight to the recommendations of experienced climbers. If these 
are present he may safely disregard the depreciatory remarks of unknown 
tourists, who, in their ignorance, will sometimes disparage a guide on 
account of his refusal to lead them into danger. 

Glacier-guides are found in Dauphin^ [at La Grave, St. Christophe and 
Ville Vallouise, Valgodemar and Val Jouflfrey] at Balme in the Yalli di 
Lanso, at Ghamonix, Gourmayeur, Breuil, St. Pierre and Arolla in the 
Pennine Alps ; in the Zermatt valley ; at Saas, Macugnaga and Alagna ; 
at the Bel Alp and Eggischhorn, in the villages of the Bernese Oberland, 
in the Maderaner Thai, at Stachelberg, Klosters in the Pratigau, and at 
Pontresina. 

"Ordinary guides" are peasants fitted by honesty, intelligence, and 
local knowledge, to take travellers over the mule- and foot-passes below the 
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;8now-level. Such men are found in most Alpine villi^es. They are, 
many of them, pleasant companions, from whom the traveller may obtain 
much interesting information on Swiss life. They will carry a heavy 
knapsack, or a light one, and the provision sack, where the latter is a 
necessity. When the traveller rides, the guide leads his horse and tells 
him where to dismount. 

The established rate of hire per day for glacier guides is 8 to 10 francs ; 
for ordinary guides 6 francs for ordinary excursions, for which no special 
tariff exists. The charges for glacier expeditions are frequently fixed by 
tariff. Guides employ^ for a length of time by competent mountaineers 
are, as a rule, content with 14 to 20 francs for a glacier pass, and 30 to 40 
francs for a cUfficult ascent. Any higher demand is excessive. For single 
expeditions the tariff prices are much higher, e.g, Mont Blanc 100 francs 
Piz Bemina 80 francs, Matterhom 100 francs. Such a distinction is fair. 
The risk and labour of dragging an inexperienced tourist up Mont Blanc or 
the Wetterhom deserves a different rate of remuneration to the compara- 
tively slight exertion involved in showing the way to a climber able, under 
ordinary circumstances, to take care of himself. 

If the guide is dismissed at a distance from home, the employer must 
pay 8 francs a day for his return home and his railway and diligence 
&reB, imless he procures him a fresh engagement. The guide is expected 
to find himself out of his pay while at inns, but when out for the day 
or bivouacking on the mountains the employer provides food and drink 
for the whole party. Guides when taken to E. Switzerland, Tyrol, the 
French Alps, or other remote places where no distinction is made in prices 
between guides and travellers at the inns, often stipulate beforehand for an 
allowance, which should be readily made by the traveller, who gains by not 
having his guide's expenses covered by increased charges in his own bill. 

Those fortunate enough to secure a first-rate guide should remember 
that such men are accustomed to be treated as companions by their 
ordinary ^nployers ; and that, while willing to render any service asked 
of .them, they are exceedingly sensitive to rudeness or random fault-finding, 
such as English tourists sometimes use towards those whom they consider 
their inferiors. 

For many years the guides of Chamonix have formed a corporation, 
and similar imions have sprung up in other districts. The disadvants^es of 
such restrictions on free trade are partly compensated for by a fixed tariff 
and a certain control. Where such unions have been mani^ed solely by 
their own members, great abuses have sprung up; the incompetent ma- 
jority have studied their own interests, and not those of their capable 
comrades, or of travellers. Latterly the Alpine Gubs have done their best 
to put these bodies on a sound footing, and to make them really useful by 
keeping out, or in a separate class, the inferior men. Their rules and 
tariffs have been in many instances revised by a commission of the Swiss 
Club under the presidency of Herr Ivan. von Tschudi. The Chamonix 
corporation, however, is still full of abuses, and the " guide chef" is not 
always an individual to whom the traveller can profitably appeal either for 
advice or redress. 

§4, ACCOMMODATION — ^INNS, PENSIONS, BATHS, ALPINE HUTS. 

Inns are recommended in this book from the best information that 
the editor can procure, but it is obvious that the information must be 
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eight or nine months old at . the latest, and in many instancels much 
older. In the interval the landlord may have been changed, or may have 
become more careful from adversity, or careless from prosperity, and the 
inn may be completely altered. In the following pages the inns be- 
lieved to be the best in each town are mentioned first. 

Two centuries ago, the most important men in Canton Valais were the 
innkeepers, and to the present day, in some parts of the country, they 
appear to be the only wealthy inhabitants. It is not uncommon to find 
an innkeeper who is a magistrate. Consequently, it is sometimes difficult 
to obtain redress against them for an injury or act of insolence, owing 
either to the interest they possess with the courts, or to their being them* 
selves the justices. As a rule, however, they are respectable men, and 
difficulties seldom arise. 

Switzerland is well provided with excellent hotels and inns. The great 
annual influx of strangers is of the same importance as some additional 
branch of industay or commerce would be. 

Many of the largest hotels are now in the hands of Joint-stock Com- 
panies. There are three classes of Swiss hotels. The palaces which border 
the lakes, and injure the scenery of the Upper Engadine, inferior in 
luxury to no houses of their kind in Europe ; the comfortable but plain 
mountain hotels, found at such resorts as Chamonix, Zermatt, Grindelwald, 
or Pcmtresina ; and the mountain inns, rough, but generally clean, erected 
for the accommodation of mountaineers and lovers of Alpine byways. 

It may be laid down as a general rule, that the wants, tastes, and 
habits of the English are more carefully and successfully studied in the 
Swiss hotels than in those of any other part of Europe. At most of the 
hotels, in addition to the 1 o'clock dinner, there is a late tahle-d^hSte at 
6 or 7 o'clock ; and tea may generally be had tolerably good. Several inn- 
keepers have gone so far as to build English chapels as an inducement to 
our travellers to pass the Sunday with them, and in many mountain inns 
an English clergyman is ofiered free lodging with the same object, and 
the guests of other nations are ejected from the public sitting-room 
while English service is performed. Cleanliness is to be met with almost 
everywhere, until you reach the S. slopes of the Alps, and even there of 
late years a great improvement has taken place. In Canton Berne, in 
particular, the inns, even in the small and remote villages, are patterns 
of neatness, such as even fastidious travellers may be contented with. 
In the Italian valleys of Monte Eosa, in Val Maggia and Val Bregaglia, 
the inns compare not unfavourably with those on the Swiss side of the 
mountains, and even in Dauphin^ insects and starvation are no longer the 
rule. 

The drainage in some of the larger houses has been badly reported of 
within the last few years. Any cases where such complaints continue, 
will be noted in future editions. 

List of tmuil Charges of the first-class ^wiss Hotels, 

Fr.fr. c. Fr.flr* c. 
Tea or coffee, morning or evening, with bread, butter, 
and honey (eggs, meat and fish are charged sepa- 
rately, a la carte, 2 or 3 portions are usually sufficient 
for 4 or 5 persons) Digiti*dbyt3V§iQj^Pt ^ 



c. 

50 



Fr.fr. c. 
to 3 50 
„ 6 





„ 10 




50 
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Ft. fr. 
Dejeuner k la fourchette (table-d'hote) . • • 2 

Table-d'hote at 6 .4 

Dinner in private (ordered in advance in the public 

room) • • . • • . • • .6 
Servants^ board and lodging, 5 francs a day. 
Bougie »••••••• • •••.•*•* 1' 

Bain de pied^ het or eold . • . ;*;*.' 0' 
Servants (service de lliotel), by day per head * *. ' • 1 

With larse famiUes, who make some stay, special arrangements will gene- 
rally be made. 

The'chftrges for Booms vary, according to' the floor jgid tlje yiews they 
command, from 2^50 to 6^ francs. An apartment j(tliat.is, a suite of rooms 
with salon) varies in the same way from 10 to 50 francs.. The SaUes-h- 
manger in £he larger Swiss hotels are handsome, clean, and airy apart- 
ments.. Smoking is not allowed in them, and in consequence of this, 
and of a higher charge being made for meals in private rooms, most 
persona take breakfast, tea, and supper in them. 

A party of 3 or 4 persons staying a week or more, even in a first-rate hotel, 
should not pay more than 10 or 12 fr. each,* board and lodging,' per diem. 
At Interlaken the charge in some hotels for *go6d board arid lodging is not 
more than 6 fr. a-day ; and tft some of the baths near Bex not more than 
4i fr. ibr those'who l*eiiiaih some weeks. At some pf the small inns in 
remote valleys the charges are extremely moderate. . 

English travellers' halting at an Inn about mid-iday to rest their horses, 
if there be no table-d'hdte at 12 or 1, should order a dejeuner a la fourchette 
(GabelfriihstUck), for which they will be charged 2 to 3 fr. 50 c. per head. 
If they order dinner, they will be charged 4 or 5 fr. for the same food. 

French is almost invariably spoken at the inns on the hi^h-roads, even 
in the German cantons, except in remote parts, as in the side valleys of 
the Orisons. Nevertheless, the German language or a French and Ger- 
man-speaking guide as interpreter is essential to the traveller's comforf. 
English is spoken" in the large hotels. 

All arrangements for the hire of carriages, horses^ or guides,. should be 
concluded^ over-night : he who waits till the morning will generally find 
either the conveyances engaged, or the price demanded for them increased, 
and,, at' all events^, his departure delayed. 

Ajnong the mountains, the traveller may obtain, in perfection, the 
small alpine Trout, which are of great excellence ; sometimes, also, 
chamois venison, which is far inferior to park venison, and generally 
badly cooked ; wild strawberries are very abundant, and, with cream or 
red wine, ^y no means to be despised. 

Tolerably good, wine is made in the Cantons N^eufchsLteT, Vaud, and 
Yalais; but'the best is not of ten found at inns. French Beaujolais wine 
is found gqod in all first-class hotels. At many mountain inns there are 
in reality but two or three qualities of native wine ; the colour of the 
bottle, the label, and the price, vary with the demands of the traveller. 
Yvome is considered the best Swiss white wine ; Vin de Glacier is a 
sound white wine of some strength. Some persons like Stviss Cham' 
pagne, which is refreshing, and the Vino tPAsti, a sweetish Piedmonteso 
wine that tastes like perry, but is rather more ex^iti||g^tjja^q^lj^ing to 
the thirst. ^ 
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§ 4. — HALTING PLACES. 



The following inns are recommended as good halting-places outside the 
large towns ; but it must be borne in mind that, owing to the multiplication 
of hotels, no list can pretend to anything like completeness, aa are first- 
class hotels, A comfortable inns, b good mountain quarters-. 



Alagna a 

AnderLenk ....... a 

Aosta A 

Arolla B 

Axenstein (Brunnen) . . • . aa 

Baveno aa 

Bel Alp A 

BergHn . . . • b 

Bemina Hospice • b 

Bex A 

Bignasco a 

Burgenstock aa 

Chamonix aa 

Champ^ry a 

Chateau d'Oex and Neighbour- 
hood . • • A 

Ceresole b 

Cold'Ollen B 

Como Lake (Bellagio, Cadenabbiu, 

Como) AA 

Courmayeur aa 

Davos ......... AA 

Diablerets A 

Eggischhom a 

Engadine (Silvaplana Sils Maria) a 
Engadine (St. Moritz Pontresina 

Samaden Haloja) ..... aa 

Engadine Lower (Tarasp) ... a 

Engelberg a 

Engstlen b 

Evolena b 

Fee ; . . . A 

Geneva Lake, head of, hotels and 

pensions aa 

Generoso, Monte a 

Gervais, St. a 

Giessbach aa 

Glion AA 

Gressoney b 

Grindelwald a 

Heiden A 

Hospenthal a 



Ilanz . , • b 

Interlaken •.,...•• AA 

Eandersteg b 

Klosters b 

Lausanne ........ aa 

Luc, St b 

Lucerne and Lake aa 

Lugano aa 

Macngnaga b 

Maderaner Thai b 

Ma^giore Lake (Pallanza, Baveno, 

Stresa, Locarno) aa 

Meiringen ........ a 

Mendrisio A 

Mottarone, Monte a 

Moritz, St. AA 

Miirren a 

Orta b 

Pesio A 

Pontresina a 

Promontogno a 

Le Prese . A 

Ragatz AA 

Beichenbach A 

Ehone Glacier Hotel .... a 

Bigi Kaltbad and Staffel . . . aa 

Rosenlaui B 

Seelisberg aa 

Simplon b 

Sixt B 

Stachelberg aa 

St. Martin Lantosque .... b 

Tarasp Bad aa 

Thusis A 

Valdieri a 

Villard, near Bex ...... A 

Waldstatterhof (Brunnen) . . . aa 

Wesen a 

Welssbad a 

Weisseustein (Soleure) .... A 

Zermatt and Biffel Alp . . . , aa 

Zinal B 



Pensions or H6tel-Pen8ions are houses at which travellers who stay a 
week or more are lodged and boarded at a fixed sum per diem, varying 
between 4i fr. in some of the pensions near Bex to 10 fr. at Grindel- 
wald, and even higher sums at the great palaces on the lakes. Wine 
is generally an extra. This arrangement is very general, and of great 
advantage to families and travellers of regular habits; its only dwad- 
vantage is the necessity of being in to meals at fixed hours, not always 
lose most agreeable to English habits. ^ 9' '^"^ by vjuu^ ic 
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Baths and Cures, — The Swiss batbs have been celebrated since the 
middle ages. In the sixteenth century fifty treatises, dealing with twenty- 
one different resorts, were published. So famous at this period was the Swiss 
Baden, that Ziirich ladies are said to have insisted on a covenant in their 
marriage-settlements, that they should be taken there at least once a year. 
St. Moritz, which had been brought into notoriety by Paracelsus about 1539, 
was already one o f the most famous Baths. Scheuchzer, in his * Itinera Alpina,' 
published with the "imprimatur** of Sir Isaac Newton, speaks of " Acidulas 
S. Mauritianas frequentatas admodum a Rhaetis, Helvetis, Germanis, 
Italis." In 1501 a Bishop of Sion built ** a magnificent hotel" at Leukerbad, 
to which the rich were carried up in panniers on the backs of mules. 
Brieg, Gumigel near Berne, the baths of Masino, Tarasp, and Pfaflfers, were 
also popular in early times. During the last twenty years, English doctors 
have awakened to the beneficial effects of the combination with mineral 
waters and a regular life of the pure air of high altitudes. The conse- 
quence has been a rush of patients to the Upper Engadine, comparable to 
the sudden fury for the seaside which seized our ancestors in the last 
century. Probably, as doctors acquire larger topographical knowledge of 
the Alps, and of the variety of climates they offer, and more experience of 
the different ways in which a high climate affects different constitutions, 
they will cease to direct all their patients to the same spot. 

Many visitors find the Engadine air too stimulating, and suffer con- 
stantly, until removed, from sleeplessness and headache. For these 
there are many bathing establishments, within the alpine region, at a less 
elevation. In a descending scale may be mentioned Davos, Tarasp, 
Alveneu, Stachelberg, Ragatz, Seelisberg, and Axenstein above the Lake 
of Lucerne, Gurnigel near Berne, and Interlaken. This list is far from 
complete, and may be largely added to if the Italian side of the Alps is 
included. Those to whom iron- waters are an object, will, of course, have 
to limit their choice. 

In the old-fashioned Swiss baths, which have not acquired any reputa- 
tion outside the country, the arrangements are generally rough, and the 
charges extremely moderate. At the principal laths (such as St. Moritz, 
Tarasp, Ragatz) the visitor will find all the comforts, and most of the 
luxuries he has been accustomed to at the great German baths. 

There are in Switzerland other cures, besides the water and air cure 
(Luftkur), in which faith is placed. In Canton Appenzell the patient is 
put upon a diet of the milk left after cheese has been made : this is called 
** Molken kur." Near Yevey the grape " kur " is popular. The white 
sorts only are used, and of these from six to seven pounds are not un fre- 
quently consumed by the invalid in one day. The grapes are eaten in the 
morning and forenoon, the other diet being chiefly animal ; neither vege- 
tables, milk, coffee, nor wine are allowed. The grapes are supposed to 
improve the quality of the blood, and to act on the liver and mucous 
membranes. It might be imagined that the appetite would be palled by 
so large a quantity of fruit, but, on the contrary, it is said to be keenly 
excited : the " kur** is followed, during a fortnight or three weeks, under 
medical surveillance. 

Mountain Huts, — ^For the convenience of mountain climbers, a consider- 
able number of huts have been built in high situations among the glaciers. 
Those erected by the Swiss Alpine Club are solidly built and fairly fur- 
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nished, and most of them offer a tolerable shelter against the weather. By 
their means, many high ascents are brought within the reach of travellers 
not prepared to undertake days of prolonged exertion, and the sublime 
effects of sunrise and sunset may be witnessed at leisure from such lofty 
standpoints as the Col du G^nt or the Gleckstdn. Hay-beds and rugs 
are generally found, but provisions must, of course, be taken. The tra- 
veller will in every case do well to ascertain from the local guides the 
condition of the hut he means to make use of, 

§ 5. DIRECTIONS AND REQUISITES FOR TRAVELLERS. 

The first and most indispensable requisites for the alpine traveller, are 
an observant disposition, a cheerful temper, and a determination not to be 
easily put out, or distracted from the admirable aspects of nature he has 
come to see, by personal trifles. In the words of Gibbon, "He should be 
endowed with an active, indefatigable vigour of mind and body, which can 
seize every mode of conveyance, and support, with a careless smile, every 
hardship of the road, the weather, or the inn." The tourist who, on his 
return home, can only dilate on the comparative merits of the hotels he 
has rested at, or on his disputes and misadventures on the road, has jour- 
neyed to very little purpose. 

Owing to the very imperfect education in natural science the majority 
of the present generation of Englishmen have received, our fellow-countrj'- 
men do not, as a rule, succeed (as the Germans do) in interesting themselves 
in any of the special natural pursuits, such as geology or botany, for which 
the Alps offer a tempting field ; and they show a singular indifference to 
the political institutions of the Swiss Kepublic, and the questions which 
agitate its citizens. They find, however, a suflBcient excuse in the variety 
of the scenery, which in Switzerland is enough to occupy those who have 
any appreciation of natural beauty, during the few weeks usually allotted 
to a summer tour. 

Season, — ^It is a common complaint that Switzerland is overcrowded. 
This is only true between the 1st of August and the 15th of September. 
The season for Swiss travel may be said to commence in June and 
to end in October. The carriage-passes ai'e generally open for wheel 
traf&c at some time between the middle of May and June, according to the 
weather ; the Wengem Alp, TSte Noire, and similar passes are, as a rule, 
practicable for mules and tourists by the later date. Those who visit the 
Alps in early summer, find the Alpine flowers in full beauty, the effect of 
some of the middle ranges added to by snow ; and, as the rush of travellers 
does not begin before the 1st of August, they obtain better accommodation 
and more civility, in inns and on the road. The weather, however, is apt 
to be variable. In August it generally settles for a few weeks ; the snow- 
beds, which give trouble on the higher mule-passes, have disappeared, and 
the middle mountains, such as the Eggischhom and Faulhom, are easily- 
accessible. September and October are often delightful months, and the 
latter is especially suited for tours in the Italian valleys. At this season 
the brilliant tones of the foliage, the long shadows, and the delicate mists, 
which, in fine weather, gather every night to disperse before the morning 
sun, afford a grateful change from the hard monotonous glare of midsummer. 
The pedestrian feels the heat less oppressive in the valleys ; but the 
climber is liable to find himself cut off from his pursuit by a heavy snow- 
fall, which the sun has no longer power to remgv^^.^^ by ^uuvic 



S 5.**-SfiAS0N — ^PLAN 0? JOURNEY. XXlX 

MounlAiiieeft frequent the Alps from June to SeptemW. Rock moun- 
tains, e.flr., the Matterhom, Dent Blanche, Finsteraarhom, Schreckhom, 
are easiest in late summer, when the snow and ice have melted oJBf the 
crags. An ascent, which will be comparatively easy six weeks later, is 
often excessively laborious and dangerous at the beginning of July. 
Snow mountains and many high passes, on the other hand, are often 
easiest in early summer. The crevasses are well bridged, " Bergschrunds '* 
in some cases unopened, and snow takes the place of ice on many slopes 
and ridges. 

These facilities are counterbalanced, however, by the increased danger 
from avalanches above the snow-level. One of the first English moun- 
taineers (Mr, Tuckett), in climbing with the best guides at this season, 
has had several narrow escapes. The early traveller, therefore, should 
take the best guides, consult them beforehand on the prudence of any 
ascent he contemplates, and implicitly follow their advice. 

Some enthusiastic lovers of the Alps have invented a new pleasure by 
visiting Chamonix or Zermatt at Christmas. The winter aspect of the 
Alps has other charms besides that of novelty. The want of colour in 
the landscape is relieved by wonderful depth and tenderness in the atmos- 
phere ; the waterfalls are converted into fantastic columns of ice, and the 
pine-forest in its snow mantle presents effects of singular beauty. Some 
of the loftiest summits (Mont Blanc, the Jungfrau, the Wetterhom, the 
Schreckhom) have also been attained at this season ; but such feats, if not 
more dangerous, involve naturally far more exposure and hardship than 
in summer, and are never likely to become popular. 

German doctors have discovered that, in some cases or stages of lung 
disease, a winter residence in mountain air has a most beneficial effect, 
and the discovery has been acknowledged and adopted by English phy- 
sicians. Davos and Wiesen, in Canton Graubtinden, are considered very 
fiEkvourable spots, and the comforts required by invalids can now be bad 
there. Over 1000 patients, of whom 200 were English, spent the winter 
of 1878-79 at Davos, and the number annually increases. The Upper 
Engadine also claims to be a suitable winter residence for invalids. 

The climate of the head of the Lake of Geneva is also considered favour- 
able to patients. It resembles that of the Cornice, with less sunheat, and 
an absence of sea-air, and is therefore suitable to patients who cannot 
bear an atmosphere so stimulating as that of Cannes or Nice. 

Flan cf Journey, — ^In planning his journey, the inexperienced traveller 
may find some assistance in the Skeleton Routes subsequently given. In 
a first tour, he will probably yield to the inatural temptation to see as 
much as possible in the time at his disposal ; as he grows older in travel, 
he will learn that the most vivid and enduring impressions are those that 
are gained by a stay of some duration near one centre, and that the pres- 
sure and worry of constant moving-on more than counterbalance the 
pleasure of novelty. 

Two or three days of comparative rest in the week should generally be 
allowed. It is wise to study a tour beforehand, so as to draw out a pro- 
gramme of the places to be visited, and the manner in which time may be 
distributed. But to treat such a self-imposed scheme as an unalterable 
law, to be adhered to despite weather, fatigue, or better information, is a 
serious, though common, mistake. Digitized by vjuu^ ic 
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Alpine travellers may be divided into four classes : the Infirm, who are 
limited to such spots as can be reached in carriages or chaises-a-porteurs ; 
General Travellers, the largest class, including many ladies who can enjoy 
a day's ride and from time to time a walk of several hours in Alpine air ; 
Pedestrians, who habitually prefer their own legs to any animal's ; and 
lastly, Mountaineers, whose first object is to seek adventure and explore 
the strange beauties of the world of snow and ice. It is obvious that little 
general advice can be given applying equally to all classes. The expenses 
of those who constantly employ carriages will be the heaviest. The un- 
ambitious pedestrian will spend least, while the mule-hire of the " general 
traveller " will be equalled if not exceeded by the sums the mountaineer 
must pay for guides and provisions. 

For carriage or general travelling, four is a good party. Pedestrians and 
mountaineers generally travel in twos or threes ; more than three travel- 
lers should not, as a rule, be on tiie same rope in glacier expeditions. 
Those who will start early in the morning are well rewarded. They enjoy 
the coolness and clearness of the first hours of the day, and, arriving in 
good time in the afternoon, have the first choice of rooms and time for an 
evening stroll. To walk along a high road in an alpine valley is generally 
an unprofitable expenditure of time and energy : this remark does not 
apply to the carriage-passes. Expense is diminished, and the irksomeness 
of a possibly unwelcome companion avoided, by carrying one's own knap- 
sack. On the other hand, the additional strain of a burden diminishes the 
pedestrian's freedom of motion and power of enjoyment. A man with a 
knapsack unconsciously acquires the habit of plodding straight on, where, 
if unladen, he would turn aside to enjoy a* view or secure a rare plant. On 
a frequented pass a pedestrian may often find an opportunity of sending 
on his traps with the luggage of another party. A good compromise, 
where this is impossible, is to engage a porter as far as the top of the hill. 

Language, — A knowledge of the language of the country is, of course, of 
the greatest service to the traveller, doubling the profit and enjoyment 
of his tour. In the Central and Western Alps the languages spoken are 
French, Italian, German, and, in Canton Graubiinden, Romansch, an inde- 
pendent Romance language. German or Italian is, however, generally under- 
stood at the inns in Romansch districts. The traveller who, being igno- 
rant of German or Italian, proposes to leave the highroad, will do well to 
engage a courier or guide who can speak the language of the country he is 
about to visit, as well as French. All languages are impurely spoken in the 
Alpine regions ; those who suffer from shyness need not, therefore, be under 
any fear as to their pronunciation. In venting his indignation, however, 
the imperfect linguist will be prudent in confining himself to words of the 
exact force and meaning of which he is assured. It is seldom necessary or 
expedient to resent an overcharge by such expressions as " voleur,** or to 
swear at a foreign official. 

Outfit, — ^Portmanteaus are best procured in England. Tlie general tra- 
veller can take what he likes in a capacious carpet-bag on his mule's back. 
He should not omit a good bundle of cloaks in a mackintosh cover, and a 
luncheon-basket, not too cumbrous, may often prove serviceable. 

Parchment, or adhesive labels, for writing directions for the baggage 
(the managers of public conveyances abroad often insist upon each pack- 
Digitized by VjUUVIC 
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age being addressed, before they will take charge of it) ; and one or two 
leather straps, to keep together books, coats, shawls, &c., or small parcels, 
will be found very useful. 

The following hints are addressed chiefly to pedestrians. 

The outfit described below is somewhat ample, but, with what is carried 
on the persoD, may be contained in an ordinary knapsack, such as are sold 
in London. This should be as light as possible, made of oilcloth, with 
broad shoulder-straps. Mr. White has invented an improved frame for 
carrying the knapsack (supplied by Price, 33, Marylebone Street, W.). It 
is not, however, suitable for rock-climbing. Those who carry their own 
traps often prefer a bag hung in the hollow of the back, after the pattern 
now adopted for the army. 

The clothes should be a suit of woollen tweed, of medium thickness — 
better too thick than too thin, for the changes of temperature on the moun- 
tains axe considerable, and it is easier to protect yourself against heat than 
cold. The pockets should be made to Dutton up, one being expressly 
made to hold maps. The pedestrian who travels without a compass and 
the best map procurable of the district he proposes to explore, deserves any 
misadventure which may befall him. A light inackintosh or tweed water- 
proof can be strapped on the bag or knapsack. 

2. A second pair of trousers (thin) to put on in the evening after rain. 

3. Two flannel shirts, a few linen collars, and two pairs linen drawers. 

4. Three pair of thick and soft woollen socks : the Scotch or Irish are 
the best ; and 2 pairs thin silk socks for evening. 

5. A night-shirt, not too bulky, 

6. Pocket-handkerchiefs. 

7. A pair of leather slippers, stout enough to stroll out in at evening. 
The boots and socks are all-important. The boots should be laced 

shooting-boots, with low broad heels and projecting welt, strongly nailed. 
When in use, they should be greased every night. Extra laces should be 
carried. 

Washing materials, brushes, razor, &c., are best carried in a small mackin- 
tosh roll. The hat should be a light felt (not black) broad-brimmed 
enough to protect the back of the head. The following small articles, or 
some of them, may be carried in the pockets or knapsack: guide-book, 
map, note-book, drinking-cup of leather or metal, flask, knife with cork- 
screw, needles and thread in a case, soap-cerate plaister, a field-glass, a 
compass ; an umbrella, useful both for sun and rain, is added by some 
old travellers. 

Diet and Precautions for Health. — Nothing is more conducive to health 
than the combination of exercise, pure air, and wholesome enjoyment 
iwhich is found by a pedestrian in the Alps. Like most good things, 
iiowever, an alpine tour may be abused. Dr. Clifford AUbutt has laid 
down (* Alpine Journal,' vol. viii. p. 32) some elementary rules. 

If not already in training, be content to make very short journeys at 
first. After a fortnight's practice you will learn your powers. Never 
start on an empty stomach, however disinclined for food. Take, during 
the day's walk, frequent light meals, in preference to one or two heavy 
ones. Chocolate will often be found a useful substitute for meat, and cold 
tea or cofiFee,^made with milk and sugar, for wine. Some ingenious and 
sensible climbers carry a large india-rubber bowl, a lemon and some sugar. 
By adding snow or ice-water to their wine, they can make, at a moment's 
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notice, an excellent cup, less heating and more refreshing than pul*e wine. 
Beware how you drink of cold springs, when heated. Start at a slow, 
steady pace, and reserve any attempts at speed for the last hour or two. 
Arrange your tour so as to allow, as far as possible, intervals of rest be- 
tween the hard days. 

Immediately on your arrival, after a day's walk, take some light refresh- 
ment (a crust and a glass of lemonade), wash with soap and tepid water, 
and change your linen. If at all fatigued, or if the circulation be hurried, 
lie down after washing and dressing, and try to sleep for a few minutes 
before dinner. When over-fatigued, it is sometimes better to take a basin 
of soup and go to bed than to add a heavy meal to the fatigues of the 
wearied body ; at such times weak tea is preferable to wine. A good 
restorative is egg-flip, made of brandy and egg ; and a tumbler of lemon- 
juice, water, and sugar, if sipped (not gulped down), materially allays 
feverishness. Lemons can often be obtained at the inns. 

For sickness and diarrhoea the most convenient and efficient medicine 
is chlorodyne ; but ordinary mild diarrhoea is often beneficial, and should 
not be checked. A doctor prescribes ** Carbonate of soda 20 grains, a tea- 
spoonful each of syrup of ginger and tincture of rhubarb, to be taken three 
or four times a-day. If the diarrhoea continues, 15 grains of prepared 
chalk, bismuth, and charcoal, may be taken in water as often. To this, 
in obstinate cases, 20 to 30 grains of laudanum may be added. Incipient 
diarrhoea may sometimes be checked by a good pull of brandy." (C A,) 

Constipation should be met by the use of compound rhubarb pills. 
Seidlitz powders, divided into small doses, are a convenient and cooling 
draught. Quinine pills are often useful. 

As a rule, the less medicine the traveller takes the better. 

In a few spots on the Italian side, and in some on the Swiss, especially 
the valley of the Rhone, there is malaria in marshy places and about the 
embouchures of rivers, where they empty themselves into lakes, and 
travellers should avoid sleeping in such districts. 

Care of the Feet, — Wash them at night, when heated, with soap and luke- 
warm water, in the morning with cold. If there is any tenderness, soap 
them before starting, leaving the soap on. Blisters, if they form, must be 
pricked gently at the edges. Broken blisters and abrasions are best treated 
with repeated paintings of collodion. If walking is a necessity, paint first 
with collodion, and then cover over wi!h soap-cerate plaister (to be bought at 
Bell's, 338, Oxford Street), taking care to put on a piece sufficiently large 
fully to cover the wounded part. Bruises are best treated with calendula. 

jKcpense.— The expenses of a tour naturally vary, according to the habits 
of the traveller, the means of conveyance he uses, and the amount of 
ground he passes over. In tbe mountains, his hotel bill may be kept down 
to 10 to 12 francs a-day : in the towns it will rise to about 16 or 16 francs. 
A traveller who takes a guide adds about 8 francs a-day to his expenses ; 
those who use horses, 16 francs. A journey of a month to five weeks may 
be reckoned at between ZOl, and 40?. a-head, without extravagance, for an 
ordinary tour. This sum includes railway fares out and home. The 
terms on which tourists can contract for circular tickets and coupons will 
be found in the agents' circulars. 

§ 6. DIREOTIONS AND BEQUISITES FOB MOUNTAIKEERS. 

Mountain-climhing has been treated as unjustifiable, on the ground that 
is dangerous. The danger is, as in yachting, doubtless real, but by care 
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IS reduced to a minimum, while the advantages are certain and lasting. 
Some critics occasionally ask " What is the gcwd of it ? " a question justly 
irritating to the intelligent lover of mountaina. It has drawn many 
replies, but few better than the following, from a most distinguished 
mountaineer — Mr. Leslie Stephen. '* People still sometimes ask (though 
they have often had it explained to them) What is the use of going up 
a moimtain ? What more do you see at the top than you would at the 
bottom? Putting out of question the glorious exercise and excitement 
of climbing a mountain, it would be well worth any trouble to see such 
^iews as mose which can only be seen on the highest peaks. No doubt 
there are many views downstairs more capable of being made into 
pictures. The vast cloudy panorama stretched below your feet from an 
Alpine summit makes an impression on your mind which can be described 
neither on canvas nor in writing. It gives an exhilarating sense of un- 
rivalled sublimity, which could no more be given in a painting than one 
of the scenes in • Paradise Lost.' It is the constant presence before your 
eyes of such impressive though indescribable scenery which gives to Alpine 
exercise such absorbing interest. 

" As for the theoiy that you ought to walk 10 m. a-day and meditate 
on the beauties of nature, it may do for poets and painters, but it is hard 
doctrine for a man with a stomach and legs. A man can no more feel the 
true mountain spirit without having been into the very heart and up to 
the very tops of the mountains than he can know what the sea is like by 
standing on the shore. 1^ is just as easy to evolve the idea of a mountain 
top out of the depths of your moral consciousness as that of a camel. The 
small patch of glistening white, which you are told is a snow-slope, looks 
very pretty out of the valley to any one, but it will look very different 
to a man who has only studied it through an opera-glass, and to one 
who has had to out his way up it step by step for hours together. The 
little knob which your guide-book says is the top of some unpronounce- 
able * Horn' will gain wonderfully in majesty when you have once 
stood upon it, and felt as if you were alone in the midst of the heavens, 
with the kingdoms of earth at your feet ; and if you meditate till dooms- 
day on the l^utiful lights and shades, the graceful sweeps of the moun- 
tain ridges, you will not be a bit nearer to the sensation of standing on a 
knife-like ridge, with the toe of your boot over Italy, and the heel over 
Switzerland." 

There are, it must be added, beauties of form and colour in the upper 
glaciers and snowfields, of which the ordinary tourist is utterly ignorant 
In the panoramas from the loftiest peaks, the neighbouring mountain forms 
may sometimes be dwarfed into comparative insignificance. But such 
views have an unrivalled capacity for receiving various expressions from 
every change from morning to noon, or noon to evening light, and from 
every shift of cloud or vapour, and these, owing to the multiplication of 
mountain huts, it is in many cases no longer difficult to spend hours in 
watching with a certainty of regaining shelter before nightfall. Moreover, 
the early-rising forced on those who attempt snow expeditions introduces 
a traveller to many beautiful effects in nature he might otherwise never 
suspect. 

It is not, however, necessary to decide here whether the advantages and 
delights of mountaineering outweigh its dangers. ^ 
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We have to deal with the obvious fact that the desire to undertake 
difficult and adventurous expeditions in the high Alps is yearly becoming 
more common amongst our countrymen. By many hardy exploits they 
have proved their aptness for this new description of sport. But several 
fatal accidents, and a still lai^er number of hairbreadth escapes, have 
shown the necessity of insisting on increased caution to inexperienced tra- 
vellers who are liable to be led into danger by the spirit of imitation. 
Mountaineers who well understand their own pursuit, who have ascertained 
by continued practice the limits of their own strength and endurance, who 
know what the dangers of the high Alps aire, and how they may best be 
avoided, do not require, and would not accept advice. Those who, with 
little or no knowledge and experience, wish to engage in a pursuit wherein 
they may at any moment risk, not only their own lives, but also those of 
their companions, may benefit by the teaching of their veteran predecessors, 
provided they will remember that no reading can dispense with the neces- 
sity for practical training, and some familiarity with the peculiar pheno- 
mena of the ice-region of the high Alps. The following paragraphs are 
condensed from the 18th chapter of * Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers,* with 
such additions as recent experience has suggested. 

The dangers of alpine expeditions may be divided into two classes — 
the real and the imaginary. Where a ridge or slope of rock or ice is such 
that it could be traversed without difficulty if it lay but a few feet above 
the level of a garden, the substitution on either side of a precipice some 
hundreds of feet in depth, or of a glacier creva8se,jnakes no real difference 
in the work to be done, though it may have a Tormidable effect on the 
imagination. Those who cannot remove this source of danger by accus- 
toming themselves to look unmoved down precipices, and to fix their 
attention exclusively on the ledge or jutting crag to which they must 
cling with foot or hand, should avoid expeditions where a moment's 
nervousness may be a cause of danger. 

The real dangers of the high Alps may be reduced to the following : — 
1, the yielding of snow bridges that cover crevasses, or of snow cornices 
overhanging precipices ; 2, tiie risk of slipping upon slopes of ice, rock, 
or even turf; 3, the foM of ice or rocks from above; 4, the slipping Jc- 
neath the feet of a traveller of the vpper layer of a steep snoiv^field, which 
may bury him, or carry him over a precipice ; 5, the sudden approach of 
bad weather. 

It is a fixed rule of mountsdneering, which can only be broken with 
risk to life, that on every steep ice or snow slope or snow-covered glacier, 
all the members of a party, mcluding the guides, should be attached to- 
gether with a stout rope. The best rope for the purpose, selected by a 
committee of the Alpine Club after careful examination, can be procured 
of Messrs. Buckingham, Broad Street, W.C. The use of the rope in cross- 
ing glaciers was known to the commercial travellers of the 16th century. 
Simler writes, in 1574 : "Qui per Alpes iter faciunt peritos locorum qui 
ipsis praeeant conducere solent: hosce fune cingunt, cui etiam aliquot ex 
his qui sequuntur se astringunt ; qui vero praeit lon^ perticfi. (pole) viam 
explorat, et diligenter in nivibus hiatus hos scrutatur, quod si forte im- 
prudens in aliquem dedderit, a sociis qui eodem fune cincti sunt sustinetur 
ctextrahitur," 

The first to apply the rope to " mountaineering," in the strict sense of 
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the word, were the guides of Chamonix, and it was their skill In its use 
which gave them their early pre-eminence as glacier guides. In remote 
parts of the Alps the local gtiide is still often ignorant of the proper use 
of the rope, and it is left to the traveller to insist on its adoption. 

From covered crevasses almost absolute security is obtained by means of 
this precaution. In the higher region of the glaciers, chasms of considerable 
width are often completely bridged over by a covering of snow, so that no 
indication of their existence is seen on the surface. The bridges often yield 
under the weight of a man's footsteps ; in such a case an unroped man, 
unless he is arrested by his outspread arms and ice-axe, must fall into 
the chiasm, in which case, if alone, his chance of life is faint indeed. But 
if several travellers are tied together with a stout rope, as it is in the 
highest degree improbable that a majority of them should fail at the same 
moment into the same crevasse, no appreciable danger from, this cause need 
be incurred. Even two travellers tied together may with prc^r attention 
diminish this risk, but real security is obtained only when they are three 
or more in number. It is because he cannot be protected from this danger 
that a man who goes alone over the n^ve of a glacier incurs a risk which 
must be called unjustifiable. The rope, to be of any sertncCy must be kept 
Ticarly tight, and its proper management requires teaching, but is soon 
learxied. Its propet uSe is to check and prevent a fall, rather than to pull 
a man out of a crevasse. When a party consists of four persons or more, 
the interval should be 16 ft. between every two ; when of three, 18 or 
20 ft. ; when two alone, 30 or 40 ft. 

One of the most terrible accidents of recent years, that on the Lyskamm 
in 1877, was caused by the giving way of a snow cornice, and narrow 
escapes from similar accidents have been frequent. 

This danger can only be avoided by care, constantly observing the 
character of the crest being traversed, and keeping, where necessary, at a 
distance from the edge. The leader may often be unable to see what he is 
standing up(Xi, but the last man, from 40 to 100 feet lower down, can 
generally w^tch from moment to moment his advance, and give timely 
warning when he draws too near the danger. It is in descending that 
this risk is most to be guarded against. 

For surmountii^ steep ice-slops by cutting steps the axe is the proper 
instrument. Considerable practice is requii*ed to use it for this purpose 
with effect, and comparatively few amateurs acquire much proficiency. 

The ice-axe, however, has many other uses and advantages. It is fre- 
quently of service in clearing out or deepening steps which the leader has 
made, and in ascending or descending steep ice or snow it is employed as 
an -anchor. The novice should choose an axe with a broad blade, but 
should avoid burdening himself with too heavy a weapon. After a few 
weeks in the Alps, he will be competent to select his own from among the 
approved models. Tools so made are to be procured complete in London 
of Messrs. Hill, 4, Haymarket. Ice-axes can also be obtained in Switzer- 
land, at Chamonix, and elsewhere. At Evolena a light and convenient 
axe is made. 

There are many ice-slopes where the fall of one of the party must in- 
evitably drag down all his companions. There are very few where com- 
petent companions cannot prevent a fall. The rope, it is sometimes assumed, 
only increases the general danger on steep slopes, Thig is ^^ jDoi^stgke^^lsing 
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from an imperfect knowledge of how to use it. Properly managed^ it 
arrests a slip before it has time to become a/cUl, The instantaneous check 
gives time to recover to the traveller who has missed his footing. This, 
of course, is only the case when the rope is handled by experienced climbers 
who know how to keep it almost taut, while allowing one another sufficient 
liberty of movement. Where slopes of this nature have to be traversed, 
it is for those concerned to consider the extent of the peril, and their own 
capacity. In doing this they should give full weight to the increased risk 
caused by inexperience in any one of them. There is, perhaps, no act of 
prudence more irksome to me mountaineer than to decline to take with 
nim, on an expedition of serious or imknown difficulty, an athletic youth 
who is new to the mountains. Whenever such a question arises, the 
lesson of the Matterhoru should be recalled to memory. 

The danger arising from ice and fragments of rock falling across the 
track may, to a great extent, be avoided by a judicious choice of route. Ex- 
perienced mountaineers learn to recognise the positions where ice detached 
from a higher level descends over a precipice or a steep slope. They 
either avoid such spots altogether or are careful to pass them early in 
the morning, before the sun has loosened the impending masses, or late 
in the day, after his rays have been withdrawn. 

Several accidents, however, have occurred within the last few years from 
the fall of s^racs and stones, in places generally held free from danger, 
which should induce great care in selection of a route by the guides. This 
danger, being often difficult to recognise, is sometimes unduly despised, 
both by guides and travellers. On slopes or crags, exposed to roddalls, 
the rope somewhat increases the risk, as it may be struck, or impede a 
traveller from suddenly leaping, and it may, therefore, be dispensed with, 
unless the danger of doing so seems greater than that likely to be incurred 
by its use. 

The ordinary risks of alpine adventure are seriously increased during 
bad weather, and new dangers may then assail the traveller. Masses of 
rock are detached from their previously firm resting-places, and come 
thundering down across the track. Falling snow obscures the view and 
effaces the footprints, so that it soon becomes equally difficult to advance 
and to retreat. The new snow forms a coating on the steep slopes of ice 
and rock, and renders them, for a time, highly dangerous. Worst of all, 
when snow is accompanied by violent gusts of wind, the tourmentef or 
snow-whirlwind, bewilders the traveller, half-blinded by the fine dust-hke 
snow, and benumbs his limbs with its biting breath. A reasonable man 
will avoid bad weather in the high Alps whenever it can be foreseen, or 
resort to an immediate retreat when imexpectedly attacked by it. Atten- 
tion to the bearings of the compass and to land-marks when the appearance 
of the weather becomes doubtful will generally enable a party to retrace 
their steps. The tendency of second-rate guides to put off facing the storm 
by refusing to descend at once should be resisted. An error of judgment of 
this kind led, in 1870, on Mont Blanc, to the most fatal of all alpine acci- 
dents. Bad weather may last for days, and those who cannot face it with 
unimpaired powers will scarcely find the effects of many hours' exposure 
coimteracted by the energy of despair. Few summer travellers have an 
idea of the possible terrors of the Alps in bad weather. 
. On glacier expeditions a single traveller must take two guides, or a 
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guide and porter. On easy suow and ice expeditions, it is enough if the 
first and last man on the rope and every alternate climber is a guide or a 
practised mountaineer. Two tiros must never he roped next one another^ 
Neglect of this rule led, in 1878, to the fatal accident on Monte Cevedale, 
one of the safest and easiest snow-peaks in tiie Alps for a properly con- 
stituted party. On really difiScult peaks inexperienced men have no 
business at all ; to qualify themselves to ascend these, they are bound to 
learn steadiness and the rules of the craft by attempting easy snow-climbs 
under the care of experienced mountaineers. Those who cannot find ex- 
perienced friends to take care of them, or afibrd a proper complement of 
guides, learn to climb at the risk of their own lives and of their guide's 
or porter's. No economical motive can be an excuse for reckless proceed- 
ings, which are condemned by all true mountaineers. 

In addition to the requisites of an ordinary traveller, and to the indis- 
pensable rope and ice-axe, the mountaineer must provide himself with the 
following articles : — 

A pair of neutral-tinted spectacles, framed in wire, for snow work. 

A linen mask, for protection from sunburn, which in some cases causes 
very painful blistering of the face. A veil is far less serviceable and in- 
terferes with the eyesight. Cold-cream for the same purpose. To be 
really efficacious, this should be applied from time to time during the day. 
The small zinc bottles sold at Lloyd's, 3, Egg-street, Leicester Square, 
are very convenient. 

Woollen or skin gloves with the hair turned inwards, to keep the hands 
warm. The best are made with a bag for all the fingers. 

A knitted bonnet to protect the ears from frost-bite, also useful for 
sleeping in chalets or huts. 

Gaiters (these are not indispensable). The best are the cloth gaiters 
used by the Swiss guides. They should strap, not button. 

A light plaid is serviceable. Another excellent form of wrap is a 
knitted woollen waistcoat or jersey. 

The mountaineer is subject to two special physical discomforts, mountain- 
sickness and frost-bite. 

Mountain-^sickness is a general feeling of collapse, coupled, sometimes, 
with violent headache and vomiting. Like sea-sickness, which it mucli 
resembles, it is very capricious in its attacks, and is felt unequally by 
different constitutions, and even by the same constitution at different 
times. The traveller who, on first ascending above 10,000 feet, feels its 
very unpleasant symptoms, should not be too easily discouraged. Habit 
will probably do much to cure him, and ten days later he may find him- 
self breathing with delight the air of 15,000 feet. Those who on European 
mountains suffer permanently are a small minority. There is little doubt 
that above 12,000 feet the capacity of the human frame for strong exer- 
tion diminishes, but it has been abundantly proved that, in the majority 
of cases, the diminution is too small to be noticed, except by careful com- 
parisoU. Mountain-sickness is a reality ; but the name is often used as a 
dignified cloak for indigestion and want of training. 

Frost'hite is a very serious danger to the mountaineer. Dr. C. AUbutt 
gives the following directions for its treatment. First rub the part afl'ected 
gently with snow, then rub more briskly with cold water. This should 
be done out of doors away from wind, or in a cold room. The same prin- 
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ciples should be followed when the suflferer is insensible from cold. Qentle 
rubbing with soft woollens in a cold room should be tried first, and 
when swallowing power returns, a little weak warm wine and water ad- 
ministered. The patient shonld next be put in a cold bed in a cool room. 
Hot bottles and a warm room are fatal kindness. 

§ 7. ALPINE CLUBS. 

The influence of these organisations on alpine travel has been, and 
is, too important to allow of their being passed over without some notice. 

It 1857, two or three Englishmen, feeling it would be an advantage to 
those who met during the summer in Switzerland to meet also at home, 
determined to arrange social meetings in London, at which alpine know- 
ledge might be exchanged and extended, and friendships formed in the 
mountains cemented. This was the origin of The Alpine Club, which was 
formally founded in 1858. Association led to the publication of a joint 
volume, under the title of * Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers,' by its members ; 
and its immense success secured tihe prosperity and popularity of the new 
society. 

It now numbers nearly 500 members, meets once a month from December 
to June, and issues a quarterly journal devoted to " mountain adventure 
and scientific research." Its members have also published many books 
and maps illustrating the alpine region (see post). The qualification 
required for membership is such a number of mountain expeditions or 
such contributions to alpine literature, science, or art, as the Committee 
consider sufficient. The club-rooms are No. 8, St. Martin's Place, W.C. 
The Club has steadily endeavoured to diminish the dangers inseparable 
from its favourite pursuit by providing climbers with the best implements, 
and pointing out the most essential precautions. On two occasions it has 
brought a powerful influence to bear on the French Government, with the 
object of modifying the abuses which had made the rules of the Chamonix 
guides a danger to tourists. 

The most important and unexpected result of the formation of the 
Alpine Club has been the spirit of imitation it has roused on the Con- 
tinent. Switzerland, Austria, and Italy founded Alpine Clubs in 1863 ; 
France in 1874. The Austrian Club united some yejurs ago with the 
German; but an independent Club has been set up at Vienna. The 
Vosges, the Carpathians, and the Pyrenees have each their own society. 
These bodies have been presided over by statesmen or men of science 
or letters (S. Sella, Herr von Sonklar, M. Joanne), number their members 
by thousands, and are organised in local lodges or sections, which meet 
frequently. They publish joui-nals and annual volumes, and once a year 
hold a festival, generally in some Alpine or sub-Alpine town. They are 
distinguished from the English Club by the fact that no qualification 
beyond respectability is required for membership. 

If our own Alpine Club can boast of having conquered the High Alps, 
the foreign clubs may be said to have organised the territory thus won 
from nature. Favoured by their position near the mountains, these 
societies have devoted their energies to the instruction of peasants to act 
as guides, and to the provision of huts where the climber may sleep before 
making his ascent. They have thus placed many great peaks within the 
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reach of men, or evea women, of moderate ]x>wers. They have brought the 
remotest valleys into communication with the world, and given an impulse 
to local improveiiients of every description. By their publications and 
the maps thev have produced, they have added largely to our knowledge 
of the Alps, their history and natural phenomena, and they have succeeded, 
not only in Teutonic lands, but also in Italy, and to some extent in France, 
in creating a genuine taste for healthy adventure among the youth of the 
nation. In almost every considerable sub-alpine town of N. Italy, the 
traveller will find rooms belonging to the local branch of the Italian Club, 
containing maps and books relating to the district. Access to these is 
liberally allowed to foreigners. 

I 8. BOUTES TO 8WITZEBLAND, AND SKELETON TOITBS. 

English travellers generally enter Switzerland either by Geneva, Pont- 
arlier, or Bale. G^eva is reached viH Paris and M&oon, London to 
Paris vi& Boulogne, 8 hours ; Paris to M&oon, 6i^ hours ; Micon to Geneva, 
4 hours. Pontarlier is the frontier station where the lines for Neuch^tel 
and Lausanne separate. Keuchitel is reached in about 11 hours, 
Lausanne in 13 hours from Paris. Through carriages run from the pier 
at Calais to Switzerland, vi& Paris, as well as vi& Bheims. 

B&le is reached by dkect train from Calais vi& Amiens and Eheims in 
16 hrs. [TraveUers intending to break the journey at Bheims are warned 
that they will have to change carriages at a small country stotion 3 miles 
outside the town; Laon is therefore preferable as a sleeping-place.] 

Bale may also be reached from Paris vift Belle in lOi hours. Those 
who do not object to a long passage may prefer the Ostend route. A train 
of through-carriages runs from Ostend via Brussels, Luxembourg, Metz, 
and Strassburg to BSle in 19 hours. 

A cheaper but slower route is by Rotterdam and the Bhine. 

From Bale the traiveller may go by express trains — 

To Lucerne in 2^ hrs. 

To Lugano in 7} hrs. 

To MUan via the St. Gothard in lOJ hrs. 

To Berne in 3^ hrs. 

To Thun in 4} hrs. 

To Zurich in 2^ hrs. 

To Geneva by Bienne, Neuchatel, and Lausanne in 8 hrs. 

To Schaffhausen in 2 hrs. 

To Constance in 3} hrs. 

Friedrichshafen may be reached — 

London to Cologne, l£fi hours $ Cologne by Frankfort, Stuttgart, and 

Uhn to fViedncl^shaten, 16 hours. 
From Friedrichshafen the traveller may go to Zurich bjr Bomanshoro, 

or to Bagatz or Qolre by Rorschach, steamer and rail. 

Travellers going first to Ohamonix will go by Paris, Geneva, or Pontarlier 
ftnd Lausanne ; those to Berne and the Oberland by Neuch^tel or Bale. 

The direct route to Zurich and the Engadine is by Bale and Chur. The 
St. Gothard line offers an alternative route which will be preferred by 
those who wish to avoid the 11 hrs. drive over the bk^ Ja;ilifiP Pass, The 
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rail is left at Como, whenoe there is a steamer to Colico and rail to Chiavenna. 
Chiavenna to St. Moritz is a drive of 61 hrs. 

At Paris the stations of the Northern of France and the Eastern (the 
£&le line) are close together. All the others are half-an-hoar*s drive or 
more apart. 

Skeleton Tours, — ^For the guidance of travellers, skeleton tours are here 
given, adapted to the convenience and taste of persons of different degrees 
of bodily strength, and using different modes of conveyance. They are 
framed so as to show what may be done within a given time ; but no 
sounder advice can be offered to those who desire real and thorough enjoy- 
ment in travelling than carefully to abstain from doing all that is pos- 
sible in the time at their disposal. The grand scenes of nature cannot be 
fully apprehended at a glance, and the impression which will be retained 
of such as have been seen repeatedly, and under varying conditions of 
weather and light, will be far more prized than the crowd of imperfect 
images that can alone be earned away in the course of a hurried advance 
from one place to another. 

The traveller visiting the Alps for the first time with a month at 
his disposal, will do well to be content with seeing the Oberland and 
Ghamonix ; with six weeks he may include Zermatt. A visit to the £nga- 
dine will link itself naturally with the Italian Lakes, whence the traveller 
may turn to the southern valleys of Monte Rosa. Though further details, 
as to Savoy and Piedmont, will be found in the Introduction to the second 
portion of this Handbook, no attempt has been made to conSne the skeleton 
routes given below, within the political frontiers of Switzerland. 

Routes for carriage travellers have been placed first, followed by several 
suitable for the general tourist, who can ride and walk when needful. A 
specimen tour for young men, who, having engaged a good guide, wish to 
qualify themselves as moimtaineers, has been added. 

Each traveller must, however, decide for himself where to halt, and 
the following outlines may be used on that understanding for any portion 
of the alpine chain which it is desired to explore. 

Cabbiage Toub: about six weeks of easy travelling. A few easy ex- 
cursions, which may be accomplished in a chaise^a-porteurs^ are given 
in italics. 



Lucerne. 

Yitznau, by steamer. 

Ascend Rigi, and return* (Rly.) 

Fluelen, by steamer. 

Drive to AndermatC, and return. 

Lucerne, by steamer or road. 

Visit Engelberg. 

Meiringen, by Brunig Pass. 

Visit the Beichenbach and Giessbach. 

Steamer to Interlaken. 

Lauterbrunnen, and thence by Wen" 
gem Alp to Grindelwald; return- 
ing to Interlaken« 

Thun. 



Berne, | 

Fribourg, > Bly. 

Lausanne, J 

Visit Vevey and Chillon, by steariier. 

Geneva. 

Sallanches. 

Chamonix. 

Montanvera, 

Fi^ere, 

T6te Noire to Martigny. 

Aiffle. (Making an excursion to 

Sepey, and HOtel des Diablerets, in 

the Yal des Ormonto.) 
Brieg (Bly.). , 
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Domo d'Ossola, by Simplon Pais. 

Baveno. 

Borromean Islands. 

Luino, by steamboat. 

Xiugano. 

Monte Oeneroso, 

Steamer to Forlezza; thence to Me- 

iiaggio> and to Varenna or (by 

boaO Bellaggio* 



Como and back. 

CluaTenna. 

Spliigen or Thusis by SplUgen 

Pass. 
Coire or Ragatij Tisiting the Baths of 

Ffaffers. 
Wesen. 

Bappersweil, and steamer to Zurich. 
Schaffhausen. 



From Chiavenna the route may be varied as follows : 

Visit Via Mala andtoChur and Ragati. 

Visit Pfaflfers Bad. 

Rail to Glarus and Stachelberg. 



St. Moritz, by Maloja Pass, 

Pontresina. 

Driye to Bemina Pass^ 

Albida Pass to Tiefenkasten. Bail to Zlirich* 

Schyn Pass to Thnsis. 

HouTE BY Bbidle-paths AND C ABBiAOE - B0AD8, including much of 
the fine scenery of the central Alps. Three months. It is assumed 
that wherever there is a good carriage-road it should be used. A few 
excursions partly on foot are given in italics. By dividing this route at 
Martigny it supplies two tours of ordinary length. 

Br^oent, 



B&le to Lucerne, direct; or by Schaff- 
hausen and ZUrich. 

Ascend the Bigi from Arth [rly]. 

Descend to Vitznau [rly] or to Weggis. 

Betam to Lucerne. — Ascend Pilatus 
and sleep. — Descend to Alpnach. 

By Stanz to En^lberg. 

Joch Pass to Meirineen. 

Baths of Reichenbach. 

Pass of the Great Scheideck. 

Faulhom. 

Grindelwald. 

Excursion to the Lower Glacier of 
Grindelwald. 

Wengem Alp to Lauterbrunnen. 

Miirren and Fall of Schmadribach. 

Interlaken. 

Excursion to the Giessbach. 

Thuii. 

Saanen, by the Sunmenthal. 
, Vevey, Montreux-Territet, or H. Rigi 
Vaudois, by the Dent de Jaman 
Pass. [Or from Thun to Kander- 
steg, over the Gemmi to Leukerbad, 
and down the Rhone valley to Lake 
of Geneva.] 

Castle of ChUlon. 

liausanne. 

Geneva. 

Excursion to the Sal^ve. 

Chamonix. 

Montanvers. Chapeau. 



Martigny, by Tdte Noire Pass. 

Orsidres. 

Aosta, by St. Bernard. 

Ascent of the Beoca di Nona, Descent 

to Cogne, 
Ascent of the Pottsset, 
Val SaTaranche, by Col de Lauzon. 
Courmayeur. 
Ascent of the Cramont, 
Ch&tiUon. 

Gressoney St; Jean. 
Inn on the Col d'OUen. 
Alagna. 
Varallo. 

Excursion up Val Mastalone. 
Orta, bv the Col di Colma. 
Over Monte Motterone to Baveno. 
Ponte Grande in the Val Anzasca. 
Macugnaga. 

Excursion to Macugnafi;a Glacier. 
Mattmark or SaaSf by the Monte Mora 

Pass.* 
Sion. 

* Those who fear to undertake the Paae of 
the Moro may vary the route by going fh)m 
Varallo by Val Hartalone to val ArnMaoa^ 
returning • to Baveno, thenoe by steamer to 
Locarno or Magadino, by Belilnzona to Airolo 
and over the St. Gothard and Furca Passes to 
the Upper Valaiai From Viesch to the figgiflch- 
hom, thence to Zermatt, returning by vtep to 
Brieg, and thence t^ the Simplon to Domo 
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Evolena and Arolla* ' 

St. Luc, in Val d'Anniyiera, by Col de 

Torrent. 
Zmeiden, in Tnrtman'Thal, ascending 

Bella Ihla on the way. 
St. Niklaus in the Yispthal, ascend* 

ing Schwarzhorn, 
Zermatt. 

Biffelberg and Gomer Grat 
Ascent to Schwarzsee and Wfmli. 
Visp, in the yalley of the Bhone. 
Bel Alp. 
Egsiachhom Hotel, b^ crossing th$ 

Aktach Glacier and Bieder Alp. 
Ascend the Eggitehkom, 
Visit ^ijelensee and AUisch Glacier^ 
Brieg. 

Bomo d'Ossola, by Simplon Pass. 
Canobbio, by Val Vigeszo. 
Lnino. 
Lugano. 

From Chiavenna the Eogadine may be visited (see preyious route), 
or from Bellaggio the following route may be taken. 



Excursion to Monte Generoso. 

By Forlesia and Menamo to Bel* 

laggiOy on the Lake of Como. 
Varenna. 

Lecco, by the lak^* 
Como, by Erba. 
Colico, by steamer. 
Chiavenna. 

Andeer, bySpIiigen Pais. 
Coire^by YiaMala. 
Bagate and Ffafiers. 
Wesen, by Wallenstadt 
Baths of Staehelberg. 
Excursion to Oher Sand A^, 
Altdorf, by Klanaea Pass. 
Brunnen. 

GLims, by Muotta ThaL 
St.GalL 
Borschach. 
Eriedrichflhaibo. 



Como, by steamer. 

Lecco, by Erba, rail to Bergamo and 

Lago alB^Ot 
Steamer to Lbvere. 



Drire by Val Camonica to Edolo, 
Aprica Pass to Le Prese. 
Bemina Pass to Pontresina, &c. 



TouB FOB MoDKBATB Pedestbiaks, keeping to the higher parts of the 
Swiss aud Savoy Alps. It is assumed tlmt some days of rest should 
be allowed to intervene, and that the passes or ascents marked in. italics 
should not be attempted without guides. 



Engelberg. 

Ascend the Titlis, and sleep at the Inn 
on the Engstlen Alp. 

To Im Hof, and Grimsel Ho&pice. 

Sidelhorn and Oberaar Glacier. 

Strahleck Pass to Grindelwald. 

Faulhom. 

Inn on the Wengem Alp. 

By LattterbruUnen to Miirren. 

To Kandersteg, by the Tschingel Gh' 
cier and Gasteren ITiaL 

Leukerbad, by Gemmi Pass. . 

Ascend Torrenthom ; descend to H. 
Nesthom in the LStschenthal. 

By LotscMUcke from H. Nesthom, to 
the Eegischhorn. 

Eggischnom, Aletsch Glacier* 

Bel Alp. 

Sparrenhom. 

Saas. 

Excursion to E^ Alpi sleep at Matt- 
mark. 



Macugnaga by Monte Moro. 
Excursion to Macugnaqa Glacier', 
Sleep at Ponte Granae. 
Varallo, by the Baranca Pass and Val 

Mastalone. 
Alagna. 
Excursion to Pile AJp and Val di 

Bours J sleep at Col d'OUen. 
Gressonev. 

Ascend tne Grauhaupt. 
Breuil, by the Cimes Blanches, or in two 

days by Brussone and Ch&tillon. 
To Biffelberg Hotel, by the St. Th4odule 

Pass, 
Excursions about Zermatt, 
Sleep at St. Niklaus. 
By Augstbord Pass (Schwarzhom), to 

Zmeiden in the Turtman ThaL Visit 

the Turtman Glacier. 
By Zmeiden Pass, or Pas du Boeuf, 

with ascent of Bella Tola, to St. Luc. 
Zinal. Visitthe^^octi^jOr Arpitetta Alp. 
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Evolena or . AroUa, by Col de Tonrent. 
Col de Cotton to Brirayen (or by Otemma 

Glacier to Inn^at MauToisiD, and next 

day by Qol de f ei^ltre to Aosta). 
Aosta. 

BeccadiNona. 
Courmayeur. 

Tonr of three weeks in Eastern Switzerland for riders or 
walkers. 



Ascend the Cramont. 

To Chamonix, by the Ccl du Q€ant, 

Grande Mukte, 
Gross Biiet to Sixt. . ^ 

Col de Sag^oux to Champery* 
Pas de Morgin to Thonon. 



moderate 



Bagatz. 

Davos, by Fratigan. 

Bergun, by Sertig ThaL 

Fontresina, by ^ula, 

[Piz Languard, Surlej Fuorpla, Fex 

Thai, &c] 
Old Bemina Fass to Fosohiaro. 
Cancjano Pa^s to Chiesa, 
Muretto Fass to Maloja. Visit Albigna 

glacier, and cross to Val Bondasea 

Tour for good walkers, with a glacier guide. 

Or Bel Alp. 

Geneva. . ^ . , 

Sixt. 

Over Buet to Chamonix, 

Grands MuletS. 

Jardin. 

Col du Tour, Col du Sonadon, Gla- 
cier Pass to Arolla, Col de Bertol 
to Zermatt (high-leyel route).' 

Ascend Monte B^sa. 

Alphubel Fass to Saas. 

Zwischbergen Pass to Simplon. 

Ascend l^onte Leone. 

Bel Alp. 

Ascend Aletschhom. 

Eggischhom. 

Ascefid Finsteraarhorn* 

Monch Joch to Grindelwald, 

Lauteraaijoch to Grimsel. 



and Promontogno. 
Madriser Fass. 
Ayers Thai to Spliigen. 
Lugnetz Thai to Iluiz. 
Ascend Piz Mundaan. 
Drive I to Trons, Lavazjoch to Dis- 

sentls. 
Sandgrat tQ Stachelberg. 
Blm, Segues Pass, to FUms and 

Beichenaa. 



Beichgrat to'Lotschenthal. 
Petersgrat to LauterbrunneUf 
Weneem Alp. 
Grindelwald. 

Mond\)och to £mschhom. 
Oberaaijoch to Grimsel. 
Grimsel, by Galenstock, to Furka. 
Kaderaner Thai. 
Clariden Pass to Tpdi hut. 
Ascend Todi, descend to Dissentis. 
Camadra Pass to Olivone, 
Cross Piz Yalrhein to Spliigen. 
By Averserthal to Promontogno. 
Bondasea Pass to Baths of Masinoi 
Sissone Pass to Maloya. 
Pontresina. Tour of the Bemina. 
Lower Engadine, Piz Linard. 

ISilvretta Pass to the Pratigau and 
Bagatz. 



§ 9. SELECTED LIST OF BOOKS AND MAPS. 

The following works are selected from the long catalogue of works on 
the. Alps as likely to interest and instruct Swiss travellers :--* 

BxATTDs, W.— ' Switzerland,' illustrated by W. H. Bartlett. 1836. 

^ The Waldenses,' illustrated by W. H. Bartlett and W. Brock6- 

don. 1838. 

Bbslbpsch.— ' The Alps ; or, Sketches of Life and Nature In the Mountains.' 
Translated by Leslie Stephen, 1861. 

BoKNST, Bev. T. G*— •The Alpine Eegiona of Switzerland and the Neigh- 
bouring Countries,' 1868. 

. « Outline Sketches in the High Alps of Dauphin^,* 

London, 1865. 

Bonnet, Bev. T. G. — * Lake and Mountain Scenery of the Swiss Alps, 
illustrated 1^ G. Closs and O. Frohlioher, with text by T. G. Bonney. 1874. 
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Bbookedok, W.— * Illustrations of the Passes of the Alps,' 2 yok., 1828. 

* Journals of Excursions in the Alps/ 1848. 

BuTLBB, S.— * Shrines and Sanctuaries,' 1877. 

Coleman, E. T.~< Scenes from the Snowfields: being Illustrations from the 

Upper loeworld of Mont Blanc,' 1859. 
Bent, C.—-* Above the Snowline Mountameering Sketches between 1870 

and 1880,' 1885. Longmans. 
Forbes, Jahbs D.— • Travels thiough the Alps of Savoy and other parts of 

the Pennine Chain, with Observations on the Phenomena of Glaciers,* 1843. 
• Norway and its Glaciers, with an Appendix on the Alps 

of Dauphm^,' &c., 1858. 

' The Tour of Mont Blanc and Monte Bosa ' (abridged from 



the • Alps of Savoy *). 1855. 

• * Occasional Papers on the Theory of Glaciers,' 1859. 



Forbes, Sir J.—* A Physician's Holiday,' 1849. 

Fbeshheld, Douglas W.— • Italian Alps ; Sketches from the Mountains of 

Ticino, Lombardy, the Trentino, and Yenetia,' 1875. Longmans. 
Freshpibld, Mrs. H.— * A Summer Tour in the Grisons and Italian Valleys 

of the Bemina,* 1862. Longmans. 
George, H. B.— *The Oberland and its Glaciers Explored and Blustrated 

with Ice-axe and Camera,' 1866. Longmans. 
Hinchlifp, Thomas W.— • Summer Months among the Alps, with the Ascent 

of Monte Rosa,' 1857. Longmans. 
King, Rev. S. W.— * The Italian Valleys of the Pennine Alps,' 1858. Includes 

also many of the valleys of the Graian Alps. Murray. 
Latrobe, 0. S.— * The Alpenstock ; Sketches of Swiss Scenery and Manners,' 

1825-26. 
Mobell.— * Scientific Guide to Switzerland,' 1867. Smith and Elder. 
Buskin's (Professor) * Modem Painters' (vol. 4) contains the most eloquent 

descriptions of Alpine scenery yet written. 
Smith, Albert. — * Mont Blanc,' 1852. 

Stephen, Leslie. — * The Playground of Europe,' 1871. Longmans. 
TscHUDi, F. VON.—* Sketches of Nature in the Alps,' 1858. 
Ttndall, Prof. John. — * The Glaciers of the Alps,' 1860. Murray. 

■ — •Mountaineering in 1861.' Longmans. 

* Forms of Water,' 1876. Macmillan. 

Walton, E.— • Peaks and Valleys of the Alps, with text by T. G. Bonney. 1867. 

^ Peaks in Pen and Pencil.' 1872. 

— — . 'The Bernese Oberland, with text by T. G. Bonney. 1874. 

Wills, Alfred. — * Wanderings among the High Alps,' 1856. Bentley. 
'The Eagle's Nest in the Valley of Sixl^ and Excursions 

among the Great Glaciers, 1860. Longmans. 

The following works contain the history of the conquest of the Alps : — 

* Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers,' Ist and 2nd series, 8 vols., by Members of the 

Alpine Club, 1859 and 1862. Longmans. 

* Vacation Tourists,' vol. 1, for 1860, edited by F. Galton. Macmillan. 

* The Alpine Journal,* vols. 1 tcf 8 (contmued quarterljr), 1863-78. 
Whtmper, E.--^Scrambles in the Alps ' (beautifully illustrated), from 1860 

to 1869. Macmillan. 

* The Alpine Guide,' by John BalL A mountaineer's handbook, admirably 

compiled and divided into 13 sections (28, 6d, each). No longer kept up to 
date. The introduction (a separate pamphlet, price Is.) contains a valuable 
paper by Mens. Besor on the Geology of the Alps. Longmans, 1876. 

A mass of information is contained in Dolfnss Ausset's ' Mat^rianz pour 
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rj5tude des Glaciers ' (8 vols.), and in tlie annuals of foreign Alpine 
Clubs :— 

'JahrbuohdesSohwelzer Alpenklnb.' Bemet Dalp. 

• BoUettino del Club Alpine Italiano.' Turin. Oandeletti. 
' Annnaire da dub Alpm Francois/ Paris. Hachette. 

* Zeitsohrift des Peuiaoher Alpeaklub.' Huniob. J. Lindauer. 

' Annuaire de la Sod^t^ des Touristes du Dauphin^/ Grenoble. F. AUier. 

Tbe following Frencb and German books are recommended : — 

Db Saussubb. — * Voyages dans les Alpes.' Partie Pittoresque ; 1 vol.; Jullien, 

Geneva. 
DuBiBB, 0.—* Le Mont Blano.' Geneve. SandoK et Fisohbadier, 1877. An 

excellent history of Mont Blanc. 
Heim, Pbof. A. — ^ Handbuch der Gletsoherknnde.' Stuttgaort Eneelbom, 1885. 

An elaborate and impartial summary of glacier theories, and the observa- 
tions on which th^ have been based. 
Joanne's Guides : 'La Suisse,' <Les Alpes Frangaises,* and 'La Provence, 

Alpes Maritimes.* Ponderous, but full of recent and accurate information. 
Peyeb, G. — * Gesdiichte des Beisens in der Schweiz. Eine cultur-historische 

Studio.' Basel. Detloff, 1885. Readable sketches of life at the Swiss 

Baths in the Middle Ages, and of early Alpine travel. 
Studeb, G.— * XJeber Eis und Schnee. Die Hochste Gipfel der Schweiz und 

die Geschichte ihrer Besteigung.' Berne. Dalp, 1869-71. A complete 

summary of the history of mountaineering. 
Studeb, Pbof. B.— ' Geschichte der Physischen Geographie der Sehweiz bis 

1815.' An admirable handbook and key to old Swiss literature. Berne. 

Stampfli, 1863. 
ToFPFEB, A. — * Premiers y<^age8 en Zigzag.' Paris. 
■ * Nouveaux Voyages en Zigzag.' Paris. 

Humorous sketches of the travels of a Genevese schoolmaster and his boys 
in the days when Zermatt and Pontresina were remote and unvisited. 
TscHUDi, IwAN VON. — * Schweizcrfuhrer.' A skeleton guide-book, full of ac- 
curate and minute information compressed into the smallest possible space. 
TucKBTT, P. F.— *Hoch Alpen Studien.' Leipzig, Liebeskind, 1874. The 

collected papers of the well-known English mountaineer, not published in 

England in this fomu 

The following are naeful local Handbooks : — 

The sections of the ' Alpine Guide.' Ijongmans. 2«. 6<2. each. 
The * Zermatt Pocket-book,' by J. M. Conway. Stanford. &. 6d. 

* Pontresina and its Neighbourhood,' by Dr. M. Ludwig. Stanford. 2«. Sd, 

* The Engadine,* by M. Gaviezel. Stanford. 5s. 

' Davoe-Platz, l^ one who knows it well.' Stanford. 2$. 6d, 

For local Handbooks dealing with the Italian and French Alps, see the In- 
Iroductibn to the second section of this volume. 

The following foreign works on Swiss history can be recommended. The 
article * Switzerland,' from the Encyclopedia Britannica, is about to be 
published separately. 

Albebt Billibt. — * Les Origines de la Confederation Suisse.' Georg. Geneve 
. et B&le, 1869. 2nd ed. 7 fr. 50 c. An accurate popular summary of the 

early history of Swiss confederation, and of the legends connected with it. 
W. OcBBU.— * Vaterl'andische Geschichte.' Zurich, 1885 (with 8 maps). 3 fr. 50 c. 
K. DiiNDLiKBB. — * Lehrbuch der Geschichte des Schweizer-Yolkes.' Schult- 

hess. Zurich, 1875. 2 fr. 50 c. Short and trustwortJi|^.h|^^cl^99^^,^^^ 
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J. Stbiokleb. — * Lehrbuoh der Sohweizer Gesohichte/ Orell, Fussli, and 
Go. Zurich, 1874. 2nd ed., 6 fr. More detailed than the last^^ 
Swiss history for travellers and students. 

A. Daquet. — * HistGlre de la Confederation Snisse.' Geor^. Geneve et B&le, 
1879. 7th ed. In 2 vbl&,f6 frs. a vol. Handsome edition of a well-known 
book, brought up to present standard of historical research^ Vivid and 
interesting, with ooplons references to orig^al authorities and tQcent 
literature^ 

Alpine Map^ 

The traveller who does not leave the high-road may be contented with 
a good general map. But the pedestrian and the climber will find them- 
aehres well repaid in independence, and in instniotiDn for the slight trouble 
of carrying about the sheets of the Government Topographical Atlas con- 
taining the districts they intend to visit, or at least such a map as that 
lately issued by the Alpine Club (see below). The Federal Survey of 
Switzerland, in twenty-five sheets, executed under the superintendence of 
General Dufour, and completed by Colonel Siegfried, is a magnificent work; 
and renders intelligent travellers independent of a local guide. The old Pied- 
montese and Lombard maps, executed by the Italian and Austrian Govern- 
ments, have been superseded by a new and accurate survey, the results of 
which- are published at present only in cheap and somewhat roughly exe- 
cuted lithography. The new French niap is generally excellent, though the 
glacier explorer will detect some serious errors in the ice region ; the * Carte 
Militaire de'la Frdnti^re,' on the same scale, has the advantage of taking in 
the Italian side of the chain, but in this it only follows the old and very 
incorrect Piedmontese map. Mr. Adams Keilly's clear and accurate maps 
of Monte Kosa and Mont BJanc are unfortimately out of print. The 
Alpine. Club map, in four sheets, was long the only trustworthy map of 
the Alps of Piedmont and Lombardy, and though on somewhat too small 
a scale, is useful for pedestrians in these regions. 

The following details are extracted from the catalogue of Messrs. Stan- 
lord, of Charing Cross : — 

Swiss Government Map, scale 1*57 mile to an inch; (dieets* 35 by 26 inches, 

sold at 28, M, and Is. 6c2. (Dufour-Earte.) 
The above Map, geologically coloured, publishing in sheets at from 7«. 6(2. to 

56«. 6(2. each. " ^ 

Swiss Grovermnent Topographical Atlas on the scale of the original survey : 

Alps, 1*26 inch to a mile ; lowlands, 2*53 inches to a mile ; publishing 

in 549 sheets, 17 by 13 inches; Is. 6d. per sheet. (Sieg&ied-Karte.) 
French Government Map, scale 1*26 mile to an inch; sheets, 88 by 26 

inches, sold at 28. 6(i and 48. 6<2. each. 
Carte Militaire de la Fronti^e des Alpes, scale 1 * 26 mile to an inch ; coloured. 

and with contour lines ; sheets, 18 by 13 inches, sold at 28. each. 
Italian Government Map, 3^^, In sheets, sold at l8. each. 

The following general maps are recommended : — 

The Alpine Club Map of Switzerland, produced under the superintendence of 
the Alpine Club, including the Italian. and French Alps within its limits. 
An admirable work, 4 miles to the inch ; in 4 sheets, 428., coloured. 

Small Government Map, 3*94 miles to the inch; in 4 sheets, 38. %d, a sheet. 
An excellent map for those who do not intend to go beyond the Swiss fron- 
tiers, biit not comparable outside them to the Alpine Club Ms^P^ 
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Mayr'8 Alpine Map, 7*10 miles to an inoh; mounted in two divisionB, In 
case, I80. 6(2. 

Leuzinger's Map of Switzerland, 6*31 miles to an inch; in case, 128. 

Ziegler's Hypsometrical Map of Switzerland, 6 miles to an inoh ; ivith letter- 
press and Index, in case, 178. 

General Map of Switzerland; with explanations in French and 

German, and Alphabetical Index; 6 miles to. an inch; 39 by 28 inches; 
in case, 12«. 6d, 

Studer and Escher's Geological Map of Switzerland, 6 miles to an inch ; in 
case, 208. A smaller map by the same, folded, 38. 

§ 10. AliPINE ABT* 

Prof. Ruskin (who, in * Modem Painters,' * urged artists to attempt the 
delineation of snow, and has himself drawn snow mountains with wonder- 
ful success) has lately declared that the brilliancy of snow scenery places 
it outside the proper field of art — ^and many artists agree with him. Their 
opinion is, however, based on an imperfect acquaintance with the many 
and constantly shifting aspects of the snowfields and glaciers and their re- 
lations to clouds and niists, and has been practically contradicted by the 
best work of the late Elijah Walton. While studies of snow and ice, such 
as those of Mons. Lopp^, will as a rule appeal to a limited class and be 
admired only by those whose memories they excite, there is no reason why 
mountain landscapes should not be successfully dealt with by art — ^why 
pictures of the Alps should not be painted which should convey the im- 
pressions of beauty and sublimity we derive from nature herself. But 
painters will not succeed in representing to others the characteristic aspects 
of Alpine scenery, until they are content to live amongst the mountains 
long enough to understand them themselves. A landscape made up of a 
few hurried memotanda from the Alps, mixed up with impressions derived 
from English shires ahd scenery, will be certain of failure. Unless an 
artist is prepared to spend many seasons —springs and autumns, as well as 
Bummers — ^in the Alps, he had better, therefore, leave them alone altogether. 

There are many travellers, however, who, without aspiring to be artists, 
desire to bring away with them topographical memoranda, and to these 
the following Hints on Sketching in the High Alps, from the experience 
of an artist, may be found useful. " Sketching in Alpine valleys can 
be carried on as easily as in England or Wales, but there are special 
difficulties attending painting in the High Alps. 

** Travellers who, in crossing glacier passes or ascending the higher peaks, 
find themselves among scenes of strange and wonderful beauty, must, how- 
ever, often wish to make pictorial notes which will aid their memory as no 
writing can. A large number of people can sketch the forms of mountains 
with tolerable accuracy, but find these outlines prove uninteresting to their 
friends, and, when hurriedly made, they often become almost unintelligibleJ 
to themselves. My practice in the Alps, when I could only snatch a few 
minutes on an arete to note the shape of a distant mountain, or the lines 
of a snow cornice, has been to sketch simply in pencil : in the evening, 
however, or on the next wet day, to clear up and develop this rough 
sketch with pale thin washes of colour, taking care that every pencil-mark 
should he visible. By this method I can see at any time what was done 
on the spot, and what was merely remembered. 

" Adopting this plan, the amateur can bring out the forms o^^^ j)fgks 
* See vol. i. pp. 281-4 ; vol. Iv. p. 246; and ' Notes on Turner's Drawings,' p. 117? 
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by tinting in the sky or cloud colour, and then with a few touches the 
rocky bones of the mountain will show out from the surrounding snows. 
Equally easy is it to define where the dark belts of forest end, and where 
the grass can no longer find sustenance among the rocks. The beginner 
will do well to use much bluish-grey in his distances, and to avoid all 
strong greens, except in the foreground, even altbough the distant hill 
may seem to his eyes verdure itself If the sketcher has had little previous 
knowledge of water-colour, he should limit himself to a few quiet broken 
hues, giving himself more play in colour as he grows in power. 

'* The materials needed are a sketch-book or block, 8 or 9 inches by 6, 
and a colour-box, 5 inches by 2i, to hold a few half-cakes of moist 
colour. Some of the most useful colours are cobalt, light red, rose madder, 
indigo, crimson, lake, gamboge, burnt sienna, yellow ochre, Vandyke 
brown, and cadmium yeUow. Of course, two or three brushes, a couple 
of pencils, and a piece of india-rubber will be also required. All, how- 
ever, can be easily pocketed, and are thus always available ; more bulky 
sketching apparatus will prebably be placed on the porter's shoulders, and 
not be so r^ily obtainable when wanted. 

"For the use of this system of tinted pencil outlines the highest 
authority can be quoted. Professor Ruskin wrote in 1878 : * Between 
the years 1840 and 1845 Turner went every siunmer to Switzer- 
land, finding, it seemed, new strength and pleasure among the scenes 
which had first formed his power. Every day on these excursions fur- 
nished him with many more subjects for complete pictures than he could 
at all sufficiently express, and he could not bear to let any of these escape 
him. His way was, therefore, to make rapid pencil note of his subject on 
the spot ; and, it seems, at his inn in the evening to put so much colour 
on this outline as would recall the effect to his mind.' " — A. W. 

Alpine scenery — ^and particularly the scenery of the snow-world — is 
peculiarly well-suited for photography, which has achieved some of its 
most complete successes in the High Alps. The amateur who desires 
to try his hand will find full directions in the chapter on photography, 
by Mr. W. P. Donkin (who has himself photographed the panoramas from 
many of the least accessible pinnacles) in the * Hints for Travellers,' pub- 
lished under the authority of the Royal Geographical Society (Stanford, 
1883). The apparatus needful for taking views capable of enlargement 
into pictures of any size can be carried in txxe form of a knapsack. 

§ 11. THE ALPS— THEIB 6B0TTP6, PEAKS, PASSES, G0BOE8, AND YALLBYB. 

In order to travel with advanti^e in a country previously unknown, 
something more seems necessary Uian a mere detail of certain lines of 
road, and an enumeration of towns, villages, mountains and inns. The 
following sections have been prepared with a view to furnish such pre- 
liminary and general information as may enable the traveller to turn his 
time to the best account. 

Switzerland owes its chief attraction, the sublimity and diversified 
beauty of its scenery, to the presence of the Alps — the loftiest mountains of 
Central Europe, the dorsal ridge or backbone, as it were, of the Continent. 
These run through the land, and occupy, with their main trunk and 
minor spurs and offsets, a great part of its surface. They attain the greatest 
height along the S. frontier-line of Switzerland, and on the north of the 
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Bhone valleyi Opposite them, on the N., the minor chain of the Jura, 
forming the N.W. boundary of Switzerland, extends from Geneva to near 
Constance, in a direction roughly parallel to that of the greater range. 
Before the introduction into Switzerland of railroads, it was from the apex 
of this advanced guard, as it were, of the Alps, or from one of the intei*- 
mediate outlying hills, that the traveller, on entering the country, obtained 
his first view of the great central chain. From the brow of the hill, at the 
further extremity of a landscape composed of imdulating coimtry — ^woods, 
hills, villages, Isies and winding rivers — sufficient of itself to rivet the 
attention, he discovered what, if he had not before enjoyed the glorious 
spectacle, he would probably take for a fleecy cloud floating high above 
the horizon. The eye, imaccustomed to objects of such magnitude, fails 
at first to convey to the mind the fact that these white masses are 
mountains 60 or 70 m. off. 

There are many points on the Jura whence the semicircular array of 
alpine peaks, presented at once to the eye, extends for more than 
120 m., and comprises between 200 and 300 distinct summits, covered 
with snow or bristling with bare rocks, having their interstices filled 
with glaciers. 

The wise traveller approaching the Alps for the first time will not 
hesitate, in order to obtain this view, to give up a day or two to driving 
over the Jura. 

Before proceeding to give some details as to their principal features and 
phenomena, it is desirable to say a few words of the Alps themselves, and 
their division into groups. This great chain, the watershed of central 
Europe, extends from the Gulf of Genoa on the S. W. to the sources of the 
Save on the E. Within 40 miles of the Mediterranean its peaks rise to a 
height of over 10,000 feet, and throughout the portion of the range with 
which we are here concerned, the summits of the main chain seldom sink 
below.thvs level, ^d the gaps between them, or passes, none of them 
sink below 6000 feet. 

Owing, however, chiefly to the facilities afforded'bydeep transverse val- 
leys, the Alps have- never formed a permanent barrier,* as the Caucasus did 
up to the present age, to the passage of commerce or Armies. 

AH arrangements of a chain into separate groups must be more or less 
arbitrary 'an4 uijsatisfactory. The portion of the. Alps included in this 
Handbook may, however, best be divided into the following groups : — 

I. The 'Maritime' Alp8y extending from the Col' d'Altare on the Ales- 
sandria-Mondovi Road to the Col de TArgenti^rd, at the head of Val Maira. 

II. The Cottidn Alps, extending north wards, from the. Col de TArgen- 
tiere to the Mont Cenis Pass. , . . , 

III. ITie Dauphme Alps^ lying W. of the' last-named, and between 
the valleys of the Durance and the Romanche. - # • • 

IV. The GtaianAlps, extending from the Moiit Cenfs Pass northwards io 
the valley of the Dora Baltea and the pass of the .Little St. Bernard, and 
bounded on the W. by the valleys of the Isere in<l the Arc. 

V. The,Perinine Alps ; the main chain from the little St. Bernard to the 
Simplon, including Mont Blanc and the subsidiary groups N. and W. of it. 

VI. The Bernese Alps ; the great range which textends parallel to the 
main chadn "from the Lake of Geneva along *^the % B\de of .the valley 
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of the khone to the sources of that river. It is bounded on the E. by 
the gorge in which the Benss descends from the St. Gothard. 

vii. The GlaruSt or North Swiss MpSj form the natural continuation of 
the last-named group, and extend eastwards N. of the valley of the 
Vorder Khein, from the valley of the Reuss to the trench of the Lake of 
Wallenstadt. 

vni. The Sentis, or AjppenzeU Alps, are a comparatively small and 
low group, lying between the present course of the Rhine below Sargans 
and the Lake of Wallenstadt. 

inJThe Leponiine Alps. The main chain between the Simplon Pass 
and the Spliigen is known by this name. It includes the Rheinwald 
group, which supplies the main source of the Rhine, and the ranges of 
Ticino. . 

s. The Jthcstian Alps extend from the* Spliigen to the trench of the 
Adige. On the N. they are limited by the Arlberg Pass and on the S. 
by the valley of the Adda, and the passes of the Aprica and the Tonale. 
Only a portion of them is dealt with in this volume. 

XI. The Bergamasque Alps lie between the Lake of Como, the Val 
Tellina, the Aprica road, and Val Camonica. They are sometimes con- 
sidered as a section of the Lombard Alps, but are of a wholly different 
geological fDrmation from the neighbouring Adamello group. 

Alpine Peaks, — The following is a table of some of the most remark- 
able summits in these groups. The numbers indicate the district to 



IV. 



which each belongs 

Rocca dell* Argentera, i< 
Oima di Gelas, i. 
Aiguille de Chambeyron, 
Monte Viao, n 
Pic des !£crins, m. 
Meije, in. . . . 
Ailefroide, iii. 
Mont Pelvoux, m. 
Roohe Melon, iv. 
Pointe de Charbonel, 
Grand Paradis, iv. 
Grivola, iv. . . 
Grande Oassc, rv. 
Ruitor, IV. . . 
Mont Blanc, v. • 
Monte Rosa, v. • 
Dom, V. . . • . 
Lyskamm, v. • •, 
Weisshom, v. 
Matterhom, v. . 
Dent Blanche, y. 
Grand Combin, v. 
Grandes Jorasses, v. 
Aiguille Verte, v. 
Fletschhom, V. . 
Baet,v. . • . 



Feet. 
10,617 
10,433 
11,155 
12,605 
13,462 
13,081 
13,000 
12,973 
11,621 
12,373 
13,300 
13,028 
12,668 
11,480 
15,784 
15,217 
14,942 
14,889 
14,804 
14,705 
14,318 
14,164 
13,799 
13,527 
13,176 
10,207 



Feet. 

Finstenarhom, VI. • • « 14,026 

Aletsohhoin, VI. • • • • 18,803 

Jungfrau, vi. . • . . , 13,671 

Schreckhom, Vl 13,394 

Wetterhom, VI. • , , , 12,166 

Galenstock, vi 11,956 

Titlis, VI. 10,627 

T6di,vn. 11,887 

Obeialpstock, vn. , , . 10,925 

Grimisoh, VQ. • . » • 9,584 

Sentis, vni 8,215 

Monte Leone, IX. . . . 11,696 

Piz Valrhein, IX, . . . 11,148 

Blinnenhorn, IX. . . ". 10,932 

Basodine, ix 10,748 

PizBemina,x 13,294 

PizZupo, X 13,120 

PizRoseg, X. • .... 12,936 

Monte della Disgrazia, X. • 12,074 

Oima di Piazza, X. . . • 11,713 

PizKe8ch,x. . . . . 11,211 

PizLinard,x 11^208 

Oima del Largo, X. • • . 11,162 

Monte Redorta, XI. . • . 9,980 

Presolana, XI. ^ . • . 8,202 
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The following summits are easy of access, and command fine distant 
views of the snowy Alps : — 



Smmnits. 
Ghamnont 
Generoao • 
Hoherkasten 
M'oleson • 
Hottevone . 
Kiefsen. . 



neap 
Keach&tel. 
Lake of Como. 
Weissbad. 
Btille. 
Baveno. 
Thmi. 



Sammits. 
Pilatus . . 
Bigi . . . 
Salvatore , 
Sentis . . 
Weissenstein 



Lucerne. 

Lucerne. 

Lugano. 

Weissbad. 

Soleure. 



Of the distant views the Rigi is the most accessible and very fine. 

The following peaks command noble panoramas. Those marked with 
a t iure the more laborious. None are difficult in the proper sense of the 
word : — 



Vetka, 


near 


Besimauda . • . 


^ Pesio. 


tCima di Oelas . . 


• 8. Martino 




Lantosca. 


Monte Frioland. • 


• Grissolo. 


fRoche Melon . • 


• Laofilebouig 




orSusa. 


fGrandes BouBSSB . 


• Bourg d' Oi- 




sans. 


Aig. du Plat • • 


. LaB^rarde 




• Aosta. 


Pouaset . • . • 


, Cogne. 


Cramont , . . , 


. Courmayeur. 


fPointe Perc^e . . 


• Sallanches. 


Brevent . • . • 


. Chamonix. 


fBuet .... 


. Sixt. 


fPointe de Yonasson 


, Evolena. 


fPigne d' Arolla . 


. AroUa. 


Bella Tola . . . 


. St. Luc. 


Schwarzhom . • 


. Zmeiden. 


tCimadiJaazi . . 


. Zermatt. 


Gomexgiat . . . 
fMettelhora . . 

Tt • ^£ 


• n 
^^^i^^ —. 1 



Peaks. 


near 


Grand ToumaUn . 


• Breuil. 


Grauhaupt . • 


• Gressoney. 


fPizzo Bianco • 


. Macugnaga. 


Bchilthom • • 


• Miirren. 


Faulhom . . . 


• Grindelwald. 


fTitlis. . . . 


• Engelberg. 


Stockhom . • 


• Meiriugen. 


Tonenthom • , 


, Leukerbad. 


Spaizenhom ^ • 
Eggiscbhom • • 
Sidelhom , • . 


• Bel Alp. 
, Viesch. 


. Grimsel. 


Sentis .... 


. Weissbad, 


fBasodine • • 


. Tosa Falls Tnn. 


tPiz Oentrale 


. Si Gothard. 


Piz Mundaun . 




Schwarzhom , . 


. Davos. 


fPiz Oorvataoh • 


. Silvaplana. 


PizOt ... 


. Samaden. 


PizLanguard . 


. Pontresina. 


Piz Chiampatsch 


, TaraspBad. 


Monte Nero . . 


. Ohiesa. 


Piz Sassalbo . . 


. Poflchiavo. 



For a near view of alpine scenery ,{amidst the recesses of the mountains, 
the localities which afford a concentration of grand and sublime objects 
are the passes and valleys of the Bernese Oherland^ those round Monte Jiosa^ 
especially the valleys of Zermatt, Saas, and Macugnaga, and those round 
the base of Mont Blaaui, It is in these three districts that the combination 
of fine form and great elevation in the mountains — of vast extent of 
glacier and snow-field, with tbe accompaniments of the roar of the 
avalanche and the rush of the falling torrent — are most remarkable. In 
the Bemina group tbe ice scenery is singularly fine, and accessible even 
for the most moderate walkers. Dauphin^ redeems the barrenness of its 
valleys by the superb forms of its rock peaks. The Graian and North 
Swiss Alps contain varied and attractive scenery, and travellers who have 
visited the more frequented districts should not omit Stachclberg and 
Cogne. 

Wherever the Alps break down towards Italy, a succession of th^ most 
delightful landscapes meets the eye. The foot of Monte Yiso, the Italian 

d 2 
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valleys of Monte Rosa, Val Maggia near Locarno, thd valleys round the 
head of Lago dlsto, display this class of scenery in perfection. Those 
who have not visited Monte Generoso have still to see the most heautifttl 
of all subalpine views. . . . . « 

Alpine ^a^.|— ]^o part of the Alps is more interesting, either in a 
picturesque or 14 a& historical point of view, than tte passable gaps or 
notches in .the ridge, of the great chain, and in the nynor iQOuntain but* 
tresses branching from it, whereby this colossal wall of. mpuntaina may 
\)Q scaled, and a direct passage and communication maintained between 
northern and southern Europe, as well as between one valley and another. 
It lias been through these depressions that the great tide of population 
has poured since the earliest times ; from these outlets have issued the 
barbarian swarms which so often desolated, and at last annihilated, the 
Boman Empire. There are more than 50 of these passes over the Swiss 
portion of the alpine chain alone, or immediately o6miliu]licating with 
the Swiss frontier.* ' • • • 

In seeking a^ passage over the Alps, the most obvious course was to 
find out the valleys .which penetrate farthest in^ ^e great chain, to 
follow the rivens to their sources, and then to take the lowest travers- 
able part in order to descend oa the opposite side. . The variety and sud- 
den transitions presented by such a route are highly interesting. In the 
course of one <£iy's journey the traveller passes in succession from one 
stretch of valley to another by a steep ascent and defile, from the climate 
of summer to winter, through spring. The alteration in the* productions 
keeps pace with* that of the temperature. Leaidng behind him stubble- 
fields, whence the corn has been removed and housed,* he* comes to fields 
yet yellow and \^av;Jng in the ear ; a few miles farther and th5 cr6p is still 
green ; yet highler, and com refuses to grow. Before quitting the region of 
corn he enters one of dark, apparently interminable forests of pine and 
larch, clothing the .mountain-sides in a sober vestment. .Above this the 
haymakers are collecting the short grass, the only produce which the ground 
will yield. Yet the stranger must not suppose that all is barrenness 
even at this elevation; It seems as though Nature were determined to 
make one last effort at the confines of the region • of -vegetation. From 
beneath the snow-bed, and on the very verge of the glacier, the profusion 
of flowers, their great variety, and surpassuig beauty, are exceedingly sur- 
prising. Some of the greatest ornaments of our gardens, here bom to 
blush unseen, — gentians, violets, anemones, and hare-bells, intermixed 
with bushes of tlie red rhododendron, the loveliest production of the Alps, 
scattered over the velvet turf, give it the appearance of a carpet of richest 
pattem. The insect world is not less abundant and varied, — ^thousands of 
winged creatures are seen hovering over the flowers, enjoying their short 
existence, for the summer at tiiese elevations lasts but for 3 or 4 weeks : 
a premature winter soon cuts short this brief season of animal and vegetable 
activity. Above this region of spring, with its gush of waters, its young 
herbage and vivid greensward, its hum of insects just burst forth, and its 
natural flower-beds glittering with rain-drops, that of winter in Lapland or 

* The late Mr. Brockedoii careftilly illastrated them, both with pencil and pen, in hit beantlAiI 
work entitliid * The Pauses of the Alpf/ 2 vols. 4to. Their history haa not yet been ftilly 
-written in England. See the * Jahrbuch fUr fSchweizerische Oeschlchte.' HShr, Ziirich, 1878-9 
(article by Oehlmann), aftd recent JfthrbUchet of the Swiss Alpine Olnb Carticles by Dttbl). 
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Siberia succeeds. The trayeller may form an idea of the height he has 
reached by observing the vegetation . Vines disappear at 2000 feet, generally 
sooner; wik-trees and wheat at 3000 feet; beeches and barley at 4000 to 
5000 ft. ; pines and firs at 6000 to 7000 ft. Above 9000 ft. flowering 
plants are very rare, but up to 11,000 feet they are found in sunny 
crevices. Above 11,000 feet a few blackened lichens alone preserve the 
semblance of vegetable life. It must of course be understood that in 
favourable situations these limits will be exceeded; in unfavourable 
situations they will not be reached. At the summit of a high pass and 
amongst the glaciers the rarefied air is icy cold, and exercise and quick 
motion are necessary to keep up the circulation of the blood. The agree- 
able murmur of falling water, which has hitherto accompanied the 
traveller incessantly, here ceases, — all is solitude and silence, interrupted 
only by the shrill whistle of the marmot, or the hoarse cawing of an ill- 
omened raven. The ptarmigan starts up from among the broken rocks 
on the vei^e of the snow-field at the traveller's approach, and the 1am- 
mergeier (the condor of the Alps), disturbed in his repast on the carcass 
of a sheep or cow, may sometimes be seen soaring upwards in a succession 
of corkscrew sweeps till he gains the ridge of the Alps, and then 
disappears. 

Such are the remarkable gradations which the stranger encounters in the 
course of a few hours, on a single pass of the Alps ; but the most striking 
change of all is that from the region of snow and ice on the top of the 
mountain, to the sunny clime and rich vegetation of Italy, which await 
the traveller at the S. foot of the chain. 

The works of Nature, however, will not entirely occupy the attention 
and wonder of the wanderer in such a pass ; at least a share will be de- 
manded for admiration of the works of man. The great highways, pass- 
able for carriages, over the high Alps, are, indeed, most surprising monu- 
ments of human skill and enterprise in surmounting what would appear, 
at first sight, to be intended by Nature as insurmountable. These proud 
constructions of art thread the valleys, cross the channels of rivers on long 
causeways, skirt the edge of the precipice, with walls of rock towering 
over them, and torrents thundering below. Where the steep and hard 
surface of the cliff has not left an inch of space for a goat to climb along, 
they are conducted upon high terraces of soM masonry, or through a notch 
blasted by gunpowder in the wall of rock. In many instances a projecting 
buttress of the mountain has blocked up all passage for ages, saying *' thus 
far and no farther:" the skill of the modem engineer has pierced through 
this a tunnel or gallery ; and the difficulty is vanquished, without the 
least change in the level of the road. 

Sometimes an impediment is eluded by throwing bridges over a dizzy 
gorge, and shifting the road from side to side, frequently two or three 
times within the space of half a mile. Often the road reaches a spot 
down which the winter avalanches take their habitual course, sweepmg 
everything before them, and which, even in summer, appears reeking 
and dripping with the lingering fragments of snow. Will not so irre- 
sistible an anti^onist arrest the course of this frail undertaking of man ? 
Not even the avalanche ; — in such a situation the road either buries 
itself in subterranean galleries, driven through the mountain, or is 
sheltered by massive arcades of masonry, sometimes half a ipil^ or 
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three-quarters of a mile long. Over these the avalanche glides harm- 
lessly, and is turned into the depths below. 

Every opportunity is seized of gaining, by easy ascents, a higher level 
for the road ; at length comes the main ascent, the central ridge, to be 
surmounted only by hard climbing. This is overcome by a succession of 
zigzag terraces, called toumiqziets or giravdte, connected together by wide 
curves, to allow carriages to turn easily and rapidly. So skilful is their con- 
struction, with such easy bends and so gradual a slope, that in many alpine 
roads the diivers, with horses accustomed to the road, trot down at a 
rapid pace. Sometimes as many as 50 of these zigzags succeed one 
another without interruption ; and the traveller, as he passes backwards 
and forwards, hovering over the valley, is as though suspended to a 
pendulum, and swinging to and fro. The road itself has a most singular 
appearance, twisted about like an uncoiled rope or a ribbon unwound. 

The travelling-carriage descends sometimes rapidly and without inter- 
ruption for hours. A drag of tempered iron is quickly worn down, in 
that time, as thin as the blade of a knife, so great is the friction ; and it is 
usual to substitute for the iron drag a wooden sabot, formed of the section 
of a fir-tree, with a groove cut in the centre to admit the wheel. 

The winter's snow usually falls upon the alpine passes more" than 
6000 ft. high about the second week in October (sometimes earlier), and 
continues till the first or second week in June. Yet even after this, the 
passage across the neck or Col, as it is called, is not stopped, except for a 
few days, until the snow can be cleared away. On some of the minor passes, 
indeed, traversed by a mere rough footpath or bridle-path, the traflSc is 
much increased after the fall of snow, which, by filling up depressions 
and smoothing the way, permits the transport of heavy merchandise on 
sledges, which move easily over the surface as soon as it is hardened. 

Along the lines of the great carriage-roads strong houses are erected at 
intervals, called Matsons de Befuge, Case di Bicovero, occupied by persons 
c^ed Oantonniers, who are employed in mending the road and keeping it 
free from snow, and are also paid to assist travellers in danger during 
snow-storms. 

As near as possible to the summit of the pass a Hospice is frequently 
erected, often occupied by a band of charitable monks, as in the case of the 
Great and Little St. Bernard, the Simplon, Mt. Cenis, &c. The direction 
of the road across the summit of the ridge is marked by a line of tall poles, 
which project above the snow, and, from being painted black, are easily 
recognised. Bells are rung in tempestuous weather, when the tourmente 
is raging and the mist and falling snow hide the landmarks, that the 
sound may aid when the sight fails. 

The morning after a fall of snow labourers and peasants are assembled 
from all sides to shovel it ofif the road. Where it is not very deep, it is 
cleared away by a snow-plough drawn by 6 or 8 oxen. As the winter 
advances and fresh falls occur, the snow accumulates, and the road near 
the summit of a pass presents the singular aspect of a path or lane cut 
between walls of snow sometimes 10 or 20 ft. high. Carriages are taken 
off their wheels and fastened upon sledges ; ropes are attached to the roof, 
which are held by 6 or 8 sturdy peasants running along on each side, to 
prevent the vehicle upsetting and rolling over the slippery ice down a 
precipice. More commonly, however, travellej^itiMe transferred to light 
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narrow one-horse sledges, eaoh carrying two passengers, by which com- 
munication is kept up, except during storms, when no living animal can 
withstand the fury of the elements. In this manner very high passes 
are crossed in the depth of winter with little risk. The spring is a season 
during which far greater danger is to be apprehended, from the avalanches 
which then fall. 

The Swiss are essentially a road-making nation, and had good roads when 
those of continental Europe generally were still execrable. They bestow 
an amount of care and expense in avoiding hills and steep declivities 
which should make an Englishman ashamed of the state of things in the 
hilly parts of England. 

The first carriage-road over the Alps was that of the Simplon, made 
passable for wheels by the Mar6chal de Catinat, at the end of the 17th 
century, and converted into a military highway by Napoleon in 1807. 
In the Middle Ages travellers either rode or were carried in litters, and all 
commerce was carried on with mules or pack-horses. The Mont Cenis, 
the St. Gothard, the Julier and Bemina, and the Brenner^ were then the 
principal routes. In the 17th century the Simplon was also used, and 
most amusing accounts of their passage have been left us by Lassela 
in. his * Voyage of Italy,' and Eveljm in his well-known* Diary.* In 
earlier times, the Moro and St. Theodule were used for purposes of 
oonmierce. 

The following are the principal carriage-passes over the alpine water* 
shed now in use in the part of the Alps comprised in this volume : — the 
Col di Tenda, Col de TArgenti^re, Mont Genlvre, Mont Cenis, Little St. 
Bernard, Simplon, St. Gothard, Lukmanier, San Bernardino, Spliigen, 
Maloja, Bemina. The Col du Lautaret, the Brunig, Furka, and Oberalp : 
the Fluela, Albula, and Julier, in Canton Graubiinden, and the Apnea and 
Giogo di Castellone, in the Bergamasque Alps, are fine roads crossing 
lateral ridges. The recently constructed road over the Col du Galibier, 
between Brian9on and St, Michel de Maurienne (8721 feet), surpasses in 
height all other roads in Europe except the Stelvio (9177 feet, Dufour ; but 
9042 Jeet, new Austrian survey). 

. The most frequented, or finest, mule-passes ate the Col della Fineiltra, 
in the Maritime Alps, the Col de la Tmv^rsette, under Monte Vise, the 
Col de Lauzon in the Graian Alps, the Col de la Seigne, and Col de Balme, 
near Mont Blanc, the Great St. Bernard, the Augstboid Pass from the 
Turtmann Thai to St. Niklaus, the Bawyl, Gemmi, Wei^em Alp, Great 
Scheideck, and Grimsel, in the Bernese Alps* the Joch Pass, near Engelberg^ 
the Klausen, near Altdorf, the Gries Pass, in the Lepontine Alps, the 
Muretto and Canoiano, in the Bemina group. 

The most famous glacier-passes are the Br^che de la Meije and Col du 
Sel6, in Dauphin^, the Col du G^ant, those forming the so-called " High- 
level Route " from Chamonix to Zermatt, the Lysjoch (14,040 feet), the 
Col d'H^rens, the St. Theodule, Alphubel, and Weissthor, near Zermatt ; 
the Tschingel, the M5nch Joch, the Strahleck, and the Oberaarjoch, 
in the Bernese Oberland; the Sandgrat, near the Todi; and the Sella 
Pass in the Bemina group. 

Jljpme Qorges and Valleys, — Especially deserving of notice are some of 
the avenues l^ing up to these passes ; in many instances mere cracks or 
fissures, cleaving the mountains to the depth of two or te^^bousand feet. 
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The /SfcAyn Pom and Via Mala are two of the finest scenes of this kind 
among the Alps. As valleys shut in by towering precipitous mountains, 
the I^uterbrannen valley, the Gasterenthal near Eandersteg, and Yal 
Bavona in Canton Ticino, are without rivals. The gorges of the Via Mala, 
the Schjm, the Lukmanier in the Grisons ; of Sch5llinen ; of Gondo ; of the 
Via Mala Bergamasca, in Yal di Scalve ; of Yal Yerzascaand Yal Oanobhina, 
near Lago Maggiore ; and of Yal Mastalone, near Yarallo, deserve mention. 
The gorges of PfiLffers, of Trient, and of the Gonffre de Bousserailles, 
in Yd Toumanche, are singular narrow fissures. 

Beautiful StviK Valleys are the Yale of Hasli, near Meiringen, the Sim- 
menthal, the Yale of Samen, the Kanderthal, the Pratigau, the valleys 
of Gruydres, and Orraonts — all distinguished for their quiet pastoral 
character, and the softness and luxuriance of their verdure — "The rock- 
embosomed lawns, and snow-fed streams," spoken of by Shelley. And 
here it may be remarked that the traveller in Switzerland must not sup- 
pose that beauty of scenery is confined to the High Alps : the undulating 
country between the Alps and Jura, which, though still greatly elevated 
above the sea, may be called the Lowlands, abounds in unobtrusive beauties 
—hills tufted with wood, from which picturesque rocks project at intervals, 
slopes bursting with rills, and meadows which, by the aid of copious irriga^- 
tion, yield three crops of grass a-year, presenting at all seasons a carpet of 
the liveliest verdure, and of a texture like velvet ; — such are the beauties 
of these lowland scenes. The frequent hedge-rows, the gardens before the 
cottages, and the neatness of the dwellings — the irregular, winding roads, 
free from the straight monotony and everlasting avenues of France and 
Germany — ^remind one frequently of England. There are, besides, among 
the Jura, many scenes of grandeur ; such especially are presented by the 
Yal Modtiers, between Bftle and Bienne ; the pass of Klus, at the foot of 
the Ober-Hauenstein ; and the Lac de Joux. 

The most beautiful valleys of the Savoy and Italian Alps are referred to 
in the Preface to the second portion of this work. 

§ 12. GLACIEBS.* 

Glaciers (Germ. GUtseher : Ital. Ghia^xiajo) are amongst the most re- 
markable objects in nature : to them alpine scenery owes much of its 
strangeness and sublimity. G^laciers may be described as streams of ice 
fed by the snow which falls above the summer snow level. Their size and 
length depend mainly on the extent of their snowy reservoirs, and on the 
amount of snow that falls on them. *Glaciation is primarily dependent 
on distribution of moisture and temperature.' Where long troughs lie 
under the snowy peaks at a comparatively high elevation the glaciers attain 
greater dimensions than where deep valleys abut on the snowy chain, for 
every foot of descent increases the ablation of the ice. 

The snow which falls upon the summits of the high Alps is at first a 
dry and loose powder. The action of the sun by day and of frost by night 
gradually converts this into a granular mass, as the minute particles are 

* The best infonnation retpeeting glaciers is to be fonnd in Professrar Forbes's * Travels in the 
Alps/ already alluded to, in Agassix* * Etudes ' and * Becherches sur les Glaciers/ TyndaU*0 
' Glaciers of the Alps/ and more recent works, and Forbes's * Occasional Papers on the 'Theory 
of Glaciers/ A complete rSsnm^ of glacier theories is contained in Dr. A. Helm's *Glet8cher- 
kunde/ Zttrich, 1885. Local names fbr glacieis^in Tyrol, Fim; in Carinthia, KSs; in the 
Grisons, Vadret; in part of Italy. Vedretto; in the Valais, Bifgno ; ip P|e4monMllii^ pr 
Boesa (whence Monte Rosa) ; in the Pyrenees, Semellle. p^.^.^^^ ^^ vjUU V IC 
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aggregated together in irregular roundish grains. In this state the entire 
mass appears white and opaque, but the separate grains are transparent. In 
the course of successive years, as one layer accumulates over another, pres- 
sure begins to acton the lower portions. The separate grains being brought 
into contact adhere together, until the whole becomes seemingly solid, but in 
reality granular, ice. The accumulation of snow, partly transformed into 
ice, in the upper r^ions, may be many hundreds of feet in thickness, and 
the pressure on the tmdermost part is therefore enormously great. The 
glacier ice yields to this pressure, and is gradually forced downwards on the 
slopes of the mountain into the hollows which afford the easiest channels 
for its descent. The upper part is called in German Fim, in French Neve\ 
the term Glacier (Gletscher) being confined to the lower limbs of more solid 
ice. The Fim, or N^v^, is a region of complete desolation ; no animal in- 
trudes upon it save the chamois, and only the scantiest lichens appear on the 
rocks around it. The Firn occurs only at a height where the snow which 
falls in the winter does not entirely disappear in the course of the follow- 
ing year ; while that which falls on the lower glacier is almost always 
melted in the course of the summer, and never combines with the ice.* 

The glaciers of the Swiss Alps are estimated at 471, and the surface 
covered by them at 712 square miles. The great Aletsch Glacier is 15 miles 
long, and covers 50 square miles. The Lower Grindelwald Glacier has 
descended to 3500 feet above the sea; the Chamoni Glaciers to 3660 
feet. These are the lowest points reached by alpine ice in recent times. 
They vary from a few square acres to miles in extent, covering, in some 
instances, whole districts, filling up entirely the elevated hollows and 
basins between the peaks and ridges of the Alps, and sending forth arms 
and branches into the inhabited valleys, below the region of forests, and 
even below the level at which com will grow. 

It is such offsets of the glacier as these that are presented to the view 
of the traveller from the villages of Chamonix, Zermatt, and Grindelwald. 
These, however, are, as it were, but the skirts and fringes of that vast ever- 
lasting drapery of ice which clothes all the upper region of the Alps. These 
fields or tracts of uninterrupted glacier have been called " Seas of Ice " 
(Mers de Glace, Eismeeren), and there are five such among the central 
and southwestern Alps, which merit especial mention; that in the 
Dauphin^ Alps, that round Mont Blanc, that extending from Mont Yelan 
to Monte Rosa, that round Piz Bernina, in Canton Graubiinden, and that 
of the Bernese Oberland, round the Finsteraarhom, which covers 137 
square miles. Extensive glaciers are found also in the Graian, St. Gothard, 
Lepontine, and Glarus Alps. 

* A serious error is conveyed by the common expression, '* the line of perpetual snow," 
or, "where snow never melts." There is no spot on the Alps where snow does not melt 
under the influence of a summer sun at mid-day. It melts even on the top of Mont Blanc ; 
but there, and on the summits of the other liign Alps, the duration of the sun's heat is so 
short, that very little is melted during the vear, and, for the same reason, there is very little 
moisture in the air, and, consequently, very little snow can fall : and the greater part of this is 
carried to a lower level by the storms which often ra^e round the mountain tops. What is 
enlled "ihs vtaw line" does not depend on elevation alone, but on all the circumstances whicli 



affect the quantity of snow that falls during a year, and the quantity that melts daring the 
period. It is the limit at which the quantity melted in the vear exactly equals the qua 
that has fallen. Independent of a certain amount of variation ftom one season to anotlief. 



it varies with the latitude, with the exposure to certain winds, and even on the two sides of the 
same monntidn, being generally higher on the S. side than the N. The snow will lilcewise 
rest longer, and extend lower down, upon a mountain of granite than upon one of limestone, 
in proportion m tlje two rocks are good or bad conductors of heat, and tliis b the case even in 
contiguous mountains, members of the same chain. Digitized by KjKJKJ^ iv^ 
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The greatest thickness of the glaciers has heen commonly estimated at 
hetween 600 and 800 ft. The greatest depth of the Mer de Glace, on 
the N. flank of Mont Blanc, is estimated by Forbes at 350 ft. Sau8« 
sure had calculated it at 600 ft, Agassiz assures us that there are holes 
in the Aar glacier 780 ft. deep. 

Notwithstanding their great extent and solidity, the glaciers are under- 
going a perpetual process of destruction and renovation. The lower 
portions descending into the valleys are gradually dissolved by the in* 
creased temperature which prevails at so low a level. The summer sun, 
aided by warm wind, acts upon the surface, so that, in the middle of 
the day, it abounds in pools, and is traversed by rills of water. 

The cause of the movement of glaciers has been much discussed and 
variously explained. De Saussure supposed that it proceeds from their 
weight alone, and that they slide down the inclined surface of the valleys, 
aided by the ice melting below, in contact with the earth. Others be- 
lieved that the descent was caused by dilatation of the glader, in conse- 
quence of the water that penetrates the mass of ice, alternately thawing 
and freezing. The theory of their motion now generally accepted by 
scientific men is that of Professor J. D. Forbes, modified in some respects 
by the subsequent researches of Professor Tyndall.* Without adverting to 
disputed points, which are discussed in their works, it may be said Siat 
by the pressure of its own enormous weight the accumulated snow of the 
higher regions is converted into glacier^ice and moved downwards. It is 
plastic 60. far as it yields to pressure, moulding itself to the form of the 
channel through which it moves, but it cannot he stretched : with tension 
it breaks, and thus crevasses are formed. The centre of the ice^stream 
moves quicker than the sides, which are retarded by the friction of the 
rocks, &c., and, for the same reason, the top moves faster than the bottom. 
The rate of progression varies very much in different glaciers, according 
to the slope and the mass of ice. Opposite the Montanvert the quickest 
moving part travels in summer about 30 inches a day, in winter 16 inches. 

The surface of the mountain, which forms the bed of a glacier, however 
hard, is subjected to an extraordinary process of grinding and polishing 
from the ice constantly passing over it. The hainder fr^ments of rock, 
such as granite and quartz, interposed between the glacier and the 
mountain, act like diamonds on glass, and scratch deep and long grooves. 
The seat of ancient glaciers, which have now entirely disappeared, may 
still be discovered by the furrows left behind them on the rocks. These 
furrows and the rounded polished surfaces (roches moutonn^es) are very- 
remarkable above Guttannen on the Grimsel road. The motion of a glacier 
may be admirably observed at Hosenlaui, where the foot of the glacier, 
being on a surface of rock, marks its advance or retrogression daily by 
the heaps of rubbish it pushes forwards, whilst on the rocks above may 
be seen the moraine of former years when the glacier was larger. 

The nature of the upper surface of the ice depends partly upon that of 
the ground on which it rests : where it is even, or nearly so, the ice is 
smooth and level ; but whenever the supporting surface becomes slanting 
or uneven, the glacier begins to split md, gape in all directions. As 
it descends a steep declivity or precipice, as in the lower glacier of 
Grindelwald, the entire mass is cleft by deep and wide fissures, which 

* See, tor an aceoimt of Tarions theories, < Alpine JoamaV ▼ol* ^▼^ P> *}\a ^)t ^' PP* 219 
and 300. See also CroU, « Climate and Time/ p. 496. digitized by VjUOglC^ 
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generally interaect each other, leaving crags, obelisks, and towers of ice of 
the most fantastic shapes, varying in height from 20 to 80 ft. Being 
unequally melted by the wind and sun, they are continually changing 
their form and crumbling away. After the difficulties are passed, these 
aiguilles and obelisks of ice, being pressed together at the bottom of 
the descent, close up, and, as soon as the mountain^bed below them 
is level, the surface of the glacier again becomes nearly smooth and 
compact. 

The Crevasses, or fissures, which traverse the upper portion of the 
glacier, before it becomes entirely fractured and disruptured, run in a 
transverse direction, never exten&ig quite across the ice-field, but nar- 
rowing out at the extre^lities, so that, when they gape too wide to leap 
across, they may be turned by following them to their termination. 
These rents and fissures are the chief source of danger to those who cross 
the glaciers. In the upper regions the crevasses are concealed by a 
treacherous coating of snow; and many a bold chamois-hunter has found 
a grave in their depths. Ebel mentions an instance of a shepherd, in 
1787, who, in driving his flock over the ice to a high pasturage, had the 
misfortune to tumble into one of these clefts. He fell in the vicinity of 
a torrent which flowed under the glacier, and, by following up its bed 
under the ice, succeeded in regaining the surface with a broken arm. 
The man's name was Christian Bohren: he was living in 1849, and 
acted as guide to the upper glacier of Grindelwald. More melancholy 
was the hie of M. Mouron, a clergyman of Vevey : he was engaged in 
making some scientific researches upon the glacier, and was in the act of • 
leaning over to examine a moulin (a well-shaped aperture in the ice, 
formed by the action of a stream of water, when the staff on which he 
rested. gave way ; he was precipitated to the bottom, and his lifeless body 
was not recovered for some days. It may be hoped that the attention 
often directed to this subject by fatal accidents may induce travellers to 
adopt the precautions already m'ged in § 6. 

The crevasses exhibit in perfection the beautiful azure &2m6 colour of the 
glacier ; the cause of which has not been satisfactorily accounted for. It 
is the same tint of ultramarine which the Ehone exhibits at Geneva, 
after leaving all its impurities behind it in the lake; and travellers 
have observed the same beautiful tint in footmarks and holes made in 
fresh-fallen snow, not more than a foot deep, among the high Alps. 
—See Tyndall's * Glaciers of the Alps.' 

The traveller who has only read of glaciers is often disappointed at the 
first sight of them, by the appearance of their surface, which is rough, 
tossed about in hillocks and gullies, and, except when covered with fresh- 
fallen snow, or at very great heights, has none of the purity which might 
be expected from fields of ice. On the contrary, it usually exhibits 
a surface of dirty white, soiled with mud, and often covered with 
stones and gravel. Such beds of stone, dirt, and rubbish are common 
to most glaciers, and, when accumulated in continuous masses, are 
called Moraines, running along the glacier in parallel lines at the sides 
(called lateral Moraines, German Gatidecken) ; or in the middle (medial 
Moraines, in German Ouffer), and terminal or end Moraines. They are 
formed in the following manner: — The edges of the glacier receive the 
fragments of rock detached from the mountains by the destructive agency 
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of moisture and frost ; but as the glacier itself is constantly descending, 
this fallen rubbish goes along with it, increased from behind by the d<n:>ri8 
of each succeeding winter, so that it forms a nearly uninterrupted line from 
the top of the ice-field to the bottom, thus forming a lateral moraine. 
Wherever the glacier from one valley meets that of another, the moraines 
from the two unite and form one, running down the centre of the united 
glacier instead of along its margin, as ^fore, thus forming a medial 
moraine. Such a confluence of moraines is well seen on the glacier of 
the Aar (Route 27) ; and upon the great glacier of Gomer descending 
from Monte Rosa six or eight may be seen running side by side, each 
traceable to its origin by the nature of the rocks composing it (Route 127). 

"The moraines remain upon the surface of the glacier, and, unless 
after a very long or very uneven course, they are not dissipated or in- 
gulfed. On the contrary, the largest stones attain a conspicuous pre- 
eminence ; the heaviest moraine, far from indenting the surface of the ice, 
or sinking amongst its substance, rides upon an icy ridge as an excrescence, 
which gives to it the character of a colossal back-bone of the glacier, or 
sometimes appears like a noble causeway, fit, indeed, for giants, stretching 
away for leagues over monotonous ice, with a breadth of some hundreds 
of feet, and raised from 50 to 80 ft. above its general level. Almost every 
stone, however, rests upon ice ; the mound is not a mound of debris, as it 
might at first sight appear." — Forbes, 

The terminal moraines are heaped up often to a height of 80 or 100 ft., 
and sometimes much higher : the moraines in the All^e Blanche and on 
the glacier of Blaitiere at Chamonix must be 500 or 600 ft. high. Not 
unfrequently there are 3 or 4 such ridges, one behind the other, like 
so many lines of intrenchment. The broken stones, sand, and mud, 
mixed with shattered fragments of ice, of which they are composed, 
have an unsightly appearance, being perfectly barren of vegetation ; but 
each heap is, as it were, a geological cabinet, containing specimens of 
all the neighbouring mountains. The glacier, indeed, has a natural 
tendency to purge itself from impurities, and whatever happens to fall 
upon it is gradually discharged in this manner. It likewise exerts great 
mechanical force, and, like a vast millstone, grinds down not only the 
rock which composes its channel, but all the fragments interposed between 
it and the rock ; forming, in the end, a sort of stone-meal. The extent of 
the moraine depends on the character of the strata of the mountains 
around the glacier : where they are of granite, or other hard rock, not 
easily decomposed by the weather, the moraine is of small extent ; and it 
\a largest where the boundary rocks are of brittle limestone and fissile 
slate. The researches of Swiss naturalists (Agassiz and Charpentier) have 
discovered extensive moraines, not only in the lower part of the Valais, 
but even on the shores of the Lake Leman, at a height of not more than. 
200 or 300 ft. above it ; indicating that, during some anterior condition of 
our planet, the valley of the Rhone was occupied by glaciers, in situations 
at present 40 or 50 m. distant from the nearest existing ice-field, and 
3000 or 4000 ft. below it. The existence of boulder-stones, so common 
on the Jura and elsewhere, is now generally attributed to glaciers, the 
boulders having been carried as moraine to their present position.* 

• See an interesting paper on the Ancient Glaciers of Switzerland and North Wales* by 
P]nofe899r Ramsay, in * Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers;' also published separately. 

Digitized by VjUVJ VIC 
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A singukr cu'camistance occurs when a single large mass of rock has fallen 
Upon the glacier ; the shade and protection from the sun's rays afforded by 
the stone prevent the ice on which it rests from melting, and, while the 
surface around is gradually lowered, it remains supported on a pedestal or 
table, like a mushroom on a stalk, often attaining a height of several feet j; 
at length the stone falls off the pillar and the process recommences. The 
glaciers of the Aar furnish fine examples of these tables des glaciers^ as 
they are called. The surface of the glacier has been ascertained to lose 
3 ft. by melting in as many weeks of fine warm weather. An exactly 
opposite phenomenoii occurs when a small stone, not more than an inch 
thick, a leaf, or an insect, rests upon the ice. As it absorbs the sun's rays 
with greater rapidity thaai ice, not merely its surface but its entire sub- 
stance is warmed through, and instead of protecting it melts the ice below 
it, and gradually sinks, forming a hole to a considerable depth, and gene- 
rally a pool of water, of which the traveller is often glad to avail him- 
self: these little pools are generally frozen over at night, and form natural 
compasses, as a little rim of ice generally remains throughout the day on 
the N. side. 

The occurrence of Red Snow, which at one time was treated with incre- 
dulity, is common among the High Alps, and is produced by ** infusoria 
of the genus discercdfi, having a silicious carapace and two trumpet- 
shaped appendages which form their organs of motion." — 2\ G. Bonney, 
In the state of germination it imparts a pale carmine tint to the snow : 
this increases, as the plant comes to maturity, to a deep crimson blush, 
which gradually fades, and, as the plant decays, becomes a black dust or 
mould. By collecting some of the coloured snow in a bottle, and pouring 
. it on a sheet of paper, the form of the plant may be discovered with a 
microscope, as soon as the water has evaporated. 

The most careless observer can hardly fail to be struck by the evident 

races of the oscillations of the alpine glaciers. The period of their 

greatest extent is marked by the gigantic moraines of the North Italian 

plain, particularly remarkable round the mouth of Yal d'Aosta and at the 

foot of Lago di Garda. Within the historical period we find no record of 

any such extension of the ice, nor, since the Great St. Bernard was a 

frequented route, and many other high passes constantly used in Homan 

times, does there seem much ground for the generally held belief in a 

diminution of the average total amount of ice in the Alps during the past 

2000 years. The glaciers would appear, however, to have certain secular 

periods of advance and retreat; but their imiformity is broken by 

numerous exceptions. Thus, for instance, from 1850 to 1860, the Zermatt 

glaciers continued to advance, while those of Ghamonix and the Oberland 

were in rapid retreat. The causes, alike of the secular oscillations and 

of their exceptions, have not yet been satisfactorily ascertained. The 

former are bound up with the general meteorological conditions of our 

planet, and a recent writer has endeavoured to trace a connection between 

their periods and those of sun-spots ; the latter are probably connected with 

the relative severity of the winter, the heat of the summer, and the local 

snow-Ms, which in many years vary greatly in different portions of the 

chain. In support of these suggestions, it should be noted that during 

the period of the first advance of the glaciers of which we have any record, 

the Lake of Constance was three times frozen over. During the latter half 

Digitizecrby VjUWV Iv^ 
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of the 16tih century there was a oontinttous prepress of the ice, which tnade 
a great impression on the Swiss mind, and gave rise to an exaggerated 
belief as to the small extent of the glaciers at an earlier date, and as to lost 
passes. It has. been shown that if many passes fell into disuse, it was 
:Ciuite as much from the decline of enterprise as from the growth of the ice. 
Simler's 'Descriptio Vallesiae,' first published in 1674, contains a de- 
scription of snow-travelling, which shows that alpenstocks (bactUi Alpini) 
crampons, snow-spectacles (yitrea conspiciliaX and the rope, were well 
known and frequently used. Throughout the 17th century the ice seems 
to haye remained comparatively stationary. From 1703 to 1723 it ad- 
vanced. In 1750 the glaciers were c^ain at their smallest. Towards the 
close of the century they were advancing, ^md in 1816-20 attained their 
maximum. In 1850-60 they were in great beauty, and had pushed far 
downwards. Between 1860-80 they lost ground with great rapidity, through- 
out the Alps. In the basin of the Khone alone the revision of the Swiss 
Survey in 1880 showed that one-twentieth of the whole surface covered by 
ice 27 years previously had been laid bare. The Obamonix Glaciers and 
many others in the western and central have in the last five years (1880-5) 
remained stationary or begun to advance, and it appears probable that the 
glacier system of the Alps is again entering on a period of increase.* 

?rofes6ors Agassiz, Forbes, and Tyndall have made interesting experi- 
ments and observations upon the movement and rate of progress of the 
glaciers ; but Hugi was the first observer who attempted to measure their 
advance. In 1827 the latter noted the position of numerous loose blocks 
lying on the surface of the lower glacier of the Aar, relatively to the fixed 
rocks at its sides. He also measured the glacier and erected signal-posts 
on it. In 1836 he found everything altered ; many of the loose blocks 
had moved off and entirely disappeared, along with the ice that supported 
them. A hut, which he had hastily erected, to shelter himself and his 
companions, had advanced 2184 ft. A mass of granite, containing 26,000 
cubic ft., originally buried under the snow of the n^v^, which had become 
converted into glacier, had not only been raised to the surface, but was 
elevated above it, in the air, upon two pedestals, or pillars, of ice ; so that 
a large party might have found shelter under it. A signal-post, attached 
to a mass of granite, had not only made as great an advance as the hut, 
but the distance between it and the hut had been increased 760 ft. by the 
expansion of the glacier. In 1839 M. Agassiz found that Hugi's cabin 
had advanced 4400 ft. from the position it originally occupied, when first 
built in 1827 ; and in 1840 it was 200 ft. lower. Hugi's observations on 
the Aar glacier give as its rate of motion 240 ft. per annum. The more 
precise observations of Professors Forbes and Tyndall have ascertained 
the daily motion of the ice on the Mer de Glace, and proved that it 
proceeds regularly, not by fits and starts, but accelerated in speed by thaws 
and retarded by fh)sts, and that the motion is different in different parts 
of the glacier. The advance of the ice-field of the Mer de Glace is cal- 
culated at between 600 and 700 ft. yearly, or nearly 2 ft. a day. The 
most recent and elaborate measurements of glacier oscillations have been 
carried out on the Bhone Glacier by the Swiss Federal Staff. 

* See for further statistics an artide in « Peterniann*s O. Mittheilungen ' (vol. xxiv. No. x.)> 
for October 1878, by Professor H. Fritz, and Prof. Forel's valuable papers on the |* Variation^ 
P^iiodiqnes des Glaciers des Alpes,' Bern. Staemfll. Digitized by VjU W V ivc 
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The "veined structure " of glacier ice was long since observed. The 
walls of a crevasse are often found to be built up of alternate parallel 
layers of white and blue ice. The white ice is the least compact and 
easily crumbles. Professor Tyndall has shown, by conclusive experiments 
and observations, that these veins are the result of pressure. They are 
only seen where the glacier has been subjected to severe lateral pressure. 

It is highly interesting to consider how important a service the glaciers 
perform in the economy of nature. These dead and chilly fields of ice, 
which prolong the reign of winter throughout the year, are, in reality, the 
source of life and the springs of vegetation. They are the locked-up 
reservoirs, the sealed fountains, from which the vast rivers traversing the 
great continents of our globe are sustained. The summer heat, which 
dries up other sources of water, first opens out their bountiful supplies. 
When the rivers of the plain begin to shrink and dwindle within their 
parched beds, the torrents of the Alps, fed by melting snow and glaciers, 
rush down from the mountains and supply the deficiencgr ; and, at that 
season (July and August), the rivers and lakes of Switzerland are fullest. 

During the whole summer, the traveller who crosses the glaciers hears 
the torrents rustling and running below him at the bottom of the azure 
clefts. These plenteous rills gushing forth from their sub-glacial beds, are 
generally all collected in one stream, at the foot of the glacier, which, in 
consequence, is eaten away into a vast dome-shaped arch, sometimes 100 
ft. high, gradually increasing until the constant thaw weakens its support, 
and it gives way and falls in with a crash. Such caverns of ice are seen 
in great perfection, in some years, at the source of the Arveiron, in the 
valley of Chamonix, and in the glaciers of Grindelwald. The streams 
issuing from glaciers are distinguished by their turbid dirty-white or milky 
colour. The waters collected by the melting of the ice from all parts of 
the surface of a glacier often accumulate into torrents, which, at length, 
precipitate themselves with a thundering noise into a hole or fissure, often 
of very great depth, called a Moulin, This is formed whenever a stream 
encounters a crack in- the glacier. The fall of the water scoops a vertical 
shaft which moves onward with the ice until the surface cracks again in 
the same place, when the operation is repeated. The most accessible gla- 
ciers are those of Grindelwald, Chamonix, Zermatt, and Pontresina. I'he 
great Aletsch Glacier has, since the building of moimtain inns in its 
vicinity, been much visited. 

The following striking passage from Professor Forbes's * Alps,' p. 386, 
will form a good conclusion to this account of glaciers : — " Poets and 
philosophers have delighted to compare the course of human life to that 
of a river ; perhaps a still apter simile might be found in the history of a 
glacier. Heaven-descended in its origin, it yet takes its mould and con- 
formation from the hidden womb of the mountains which brought it forth. 
At first soft and ductile, it acquires a character and firmness of its own, as 
an inevitable destiny urges it on its onward career. Jostled and constrained 
by the crosses and inequalities of its prescribed path, hedged in by im- 
passable barriers which fix limits to its movements, it yields groaning to 
its fate, and still travels forward seamed with the scars of many a conflict 
with opposing obstacles. All this while, although wasting, it is renewed 
by an unseen power, — it evaporates, but is not consumed. On its surface 
it bears the spoils which, during the progress of existence, it has made its 
own ; often weighty burdens devoid of beauty or value, at times precious 
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masfles, sparkling with gems or with ore. Having at length attained its 
greatest width and extension, commanding admiration by its beauty and 
power, waste predominates over supply, the vital springs begin to fail ; it 
stoops into an attitude of decrepitude — it drops the burdens, one by one, 
which it had borne so proudly aloft — its dissolution is inevitable. But as 
it is resolved into its elements, it takes all at once a new, and livelier, and 
disembarrassed form : from the wreck of its members it arises * another, 
yet the same * — a noble, full-bodied, arrowy stream, which leaps rejoicing 
over the obstacles which before had stayed its progress, and hastens 
through fertile valleys towards a freer existence, and a final union in the 
ocean with the boundless and the infinite." 

$ 13. ALPINE RIVERS, LAKES, AND WATERFALLS. 

Rivers, — ^The Central Alps give birth to some of the greatest streams of 
Europe. The Bhone and the Bhine both have their origin in the St. 
Gbtbard group. The Inn flows from the glaciers of the Bernina. The Po 
rises under Monte Yiso, and is the only great alpine river which has not 
its original source in a glacier. 

Lakes, — ^Lakes are very numerous in Switzerland, and add to alpine 
scenery a charm which is not found in the, in some respects, more 
sublime landscapes of the Caucasus or Himalaya. The most remarkable 
are, the Lake of Lucerne, which exhibits both beauty and stern grandeur; 
Wallenstadt, Thim, and Brienz, the Lake of Geneva, or Lac L^an, dis- 
tinguished for its great extent and diversified character, at one end bold 
and mountainous, at the other soft and smiling : it occupies an interme- 
diate rank between the Swiss and Italian Lakes. The latter, that is to say, 
Maggiore, Lugano, Como, Orta, Iseo, and Garda, may be included in an 
alpine tour. Their character is soft and smiling ; blessed with a southern 
climate, their thickets are groves of orange, oUve, myrtle, and pome- 
granate; and their habitations villas and palaces. There are also, 
scattered about the Alpine chain, many hi^h tarns, such as the Daubeii 
See on the Gemmi, and the lakes of the St. Gothard. The most important 
lakes of this class are those of the Upper Engadine. 

By some geologists the formation of even the largest lake-basins in th« 
alpine regions has been ascribed to the erosive action of ice during the 
time of the greatest extension of the ancient glaciers. Owing to the 
nature of the rock or to local circumstances causing the ice to excavate, 
basins are supposed to have been produced in certain parts of valleys and 
not in others. This theory was advocated by Prof. Ramsay (Quart. Jour. 
GeoL Soc. xviii. 185) and has since then gained numerous supporters. 
Several geologists, however, no less familiar with mountains, as Mr. BaU, 
Mr. W. Mathews, and Prof. Bonney, consider that the theory is not ap- 
plicable to the greater alpine lakes. The last named has pointed out 
difficulties in its application in the above Journal (xxix. 382 ; xxx. 474). 

WatevfaUs. — The attempt to fix an order of precedence for alpine 
waterfalls is not likely to meet with general approval, because much of 
the interest connected with them depends on the seasons and the weather, 
as well as on the taste of the spectator. Waterfalls, which in spring or 
after rains are magnificent spectacles, are reduced at the close of a dry 
sunmier to insignificant driblets. In Switzerland, waterfalls of some 
pretension are as numerous as blackberries. The traveller, after a time, 
is pestered by them, and will hardly turn his head to look at a fall 
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which, if it Were in England, would make the forttuie of a watering- 
place. There is a certain similarity in all falls of water ; and when the 
curiosity has been satisfied by the sight of three or four, they cease to be 
appreciated except as features in a landscape. It may therefore be useful 
to specify a few which are worth seeing for their own sake. 

The Fall of the Bhine, at Schalfhausen, deserves the first rank, from 
the volume of water ; but it' is rather a cataract than a cascade — it wants 
height. 

Fall of the Tosa, in the Yal Formazza : remarkable for its volume 
of water, great height, and fan-like form. 

Fall of the Aar, at Handeck, combines a graceful shoot with great 
elevation ; an abounding torrent, and a grand situation. 

The Staubbach, or Dust Fall : a thread or scarf of water, so thin that 
it is dispersed into spray before it reaches the ground ; beautiful, however, 
from its height and graceful wavings. 

Schmadribach, wild and impetuous, at the head of the valley of 
Lauterbrunnen. 

Giessbach, a series of cascades in a pine-wood, on the lake of Brienz. 

Fall of the SaUenche. a simple out-pour near Martigny. 

Eeichenbach Falls, with both beauty and dash, near Meiringen, 

Fall of the Madesimo, remarkable for height, on the Spliigen. 

Staubibach, a grand fall on the Elausen pass. 

Falls of the Reuss at the Devil's Bridge. 

Fall of the Sandbach above the lower Sand Alp, Canton Glams, 
This fall would rank high for grandeur were it easier to see it from a 
favourable point of view. 

Fall at Turtmann. 

Fall of the Ordlegna torrent near Vico Soprano. 

Fall of the Inn, below the Lake of St. Moritz. 

Falls of the Serio, at the head of Val Seriana. 

Most of these waterfalls are in the track of travellers. Others, worthy 
to rank with any but the first three, are to be seen in remote districts. 
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Ldnddips, — ^These catastrophes are sometimes included under the head- 
ing of avalanches. They arise when, owing to the decay of the rock or 
the excessive saturation of the soil after heavy rains, great masses of the 
mountain-side break away and fall, carrying down ruin on all below them. 
The site of a downfall of this nature is seen in the lUgraben, above Sierre 
in the Rhone valley. The most famous historical instances of such a 
calamity are the destruction of Pleurs in 1618, the fall of the Rossberg, 
celebrated by Byron, in 1806, and the fall of one of the peaks of the 
Diablerets in 1714. In 1877 a large portion of a mountain, near the Little 
St. Bernard in the Tarentaise, gave way. The ruin was not sudden, but 
-went on for weeks. The clouds of dust which rose from the debris were 
seen by travellers on Mont Blanc. In 1881 a large part of. the village of 
^Im in Canton Olarus was destroyed by a fall of rock. 



Izri § 14.— AVAUIKCHB^ 

Avfdcmches (Germ« lAwinm) Are those accilnlulationd of snow wkick 
precipitate themselves from the mountains, either by their own weight or 
by the loosening effects of the sun's heat) into the yalleys below, sweeping 
everything before them, and causing, at times, great destruction of life 
and property. The fearful crash which accompanies their descent is often 
heard at a distance of several leagues. 

The natives of the Alps distinguish betw;een several dififerent kinds 
of avalanches. The StatMatuinen (dust avalanches) are formed of loose 
fresh-fallen snow, heaped up by the wind early in the winter, before it 
has begun to melt or combine together. Such a mass, when it reaches 
the edge of a cliff or declivity, tumbles from point to point, increasing in 
quantity as well as in impetus eveiy instant, and spreading itself over 
a wide extent of surface. It descends with prodigious rapidity, and has 
been known to rush down a distance of 10 miles from the point whence 
it was first detached ; not only descending one side of a valley, but also 
ascending the opposite hill by the velocity acquired in its fall. Overwhelm- 
ing and laying prostrate a whole forest of firs in its descent, and breaking 
down another forest on the opposite side, so as to lay the heads of the 
trees up the hill in its ascent. Slide-avcUanches (Schldchlawinen or 
SchUp/e) slip down from inclined surfaces often without disturbance of 
the surface, and it is only when they begin to roll over and boimd that 
they become 8ohlag^ or Grundlawinen, 

Another kind of avalanche, the Orundlawine^ occurs in spring, during 
the months of April and May, when the sun becomes powerful, and the 
snow thaws rapidly under its influence. They fall constantly from 
different parts of the mountains, at different hours in the day, accordingly 
as each part is reached by the sun : from the E. side between JO and 12, 
from the S. side between 12 and 2, and later in the day from the W. and N. 
This species is more dangerous in its effects, from the snow being clammy 
and adhesive, and partly converted into ice by the pressure of the fall. 
Any object buried by it can only be dug out by the most arduous labour. 
Men or cattle overwhelmed by the Stauhlawine can extricate themselves 
by their own exertions ; or, at any rate, from the snow being less compact, 
may breathe for some hours through the interstices. In the case of the 
Grundlawiney the sufferers are usually either crushed or suffocated, and are, 
at any rate, so entangled that they can only be rescued by the aid of others. 
Such avalanches falling upon a mountain-stream, in a narrow gorge, 
are often hollowed out from beneath by the action of the water, until 
it has forced a passage under them ; and they sometimes remain for the 
whole summer, serving as a bridge, over which men and cattle may 
pass. 

The avalanches have usually a fixed time for descending, and an 
habitual channel down which they slide, which may be known by its 
being worn perfectly smooth, sometimes even appearing polisheB, and by 
the heap of d^ris at its base. The peasants, in some situations, await 
with impatience the fall of the regular avalanches, as a symptom of the 
spring having fairiy set in, and of the danger being over. In some places 
the lower end of a glacier falls at long intervals of years and displays an 
avalanche on the hugest scale. Those near Randa, near Gidtroz in the 
Val de Bagnes, and on the side of the Altels, are example*. 
Danger arises from avalanches either by thieirizlalling imexpectedly. 
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while persons a^e ttrayeHBing spots known to be 6Xt)08C!d to thmni or elsa 
(and this is the more fearful source of catastrophes) when an unusual 
accumulation of snow is raised by the wind, or when the severity of 
the season causes the avalanche to desert its usual bed, and the whol6 
mass descends upon cultivated spots, houses, or even villages. There are 
certain valleys among the Alps in which scarcely any spot is totally 
exempt from the possible occurrence of such a calamity, though some 
are naturally more exposed than others. The Val Bedretto in Canton 
Tessin, the Maienthal in Canton Uri, and many others, are thus dread- 
fully exposed. To guard as much as possible against accidents, very 
large and massive dykes of masoniy, like the p)x>jecting bastions of a 
fortification, are, in such situations, built against the hill-side, behind 
churches, houses, and other buildings, with an angle pointing upwards, 
in order to break and turn aside the snow* In some valleys great care is 
bestowed on the preservation of the forests clothing their sides, as the 
best protection of the district below them from such calamities. These 
may truly be regarded as sacred groves ; and no one is allowed to cut 
down timber within tiiem, under pain of a legal penalty. Yet they not 
unfrequently show the inefficiency even of such protection against so 
fearful an engine of destruction. Whole forests are at times cut down and 
laid prostrate by the avalanche. The tallest stems, fit to make masts 
for a first-rate man-of-war, are snapped asimder like a bit ol" wax, and the 
barkless and branchless stumps and relics of the forest remain for years 
like a stubble-field to tell of what has happened. 

A mournful catalogue of catastrophes, which have occurred in Swit- 
serland, since the records of history, from avalanchei^, might be, made out 
if necessary ; but it will suffice to mention one or two instances. 

In 1720 an avalanche killed, in Obeigestelen (Yalais), 84 men and 400 
head of cattle, and destroyed 120 houses. The same year 40 individuals 
perished at Brieg, and 23 on the Great St. Bernard, from a similar cause* 
In 1749 the village of Bu^ras, in the Tavdtsch Thai, was carried 
away l^ an avalanche ; 100 men were overwhelmed by it, 60 of whom 
were dug oat alive ; and several of the houses, though removed to some 
distance from the original site, were so little shaken that persons sleeping 
within them were not awakened. 

In 1808, after a snow-storm of three days' continuance, an enormous 
avalanche detached itself from the top of the precipices above Tronsj 
in the valley of the Vorder Bhein; it crossed the valley and destroyed 
a wood and some chalets on the opposite alp ; reoHling, with the force 
it Imd acquired, to the side from which it had oomoi it did fresh 
Inisehief there, and finally reached Trons, and buried many of its housed 
to the roof in snow. 

In 1827 the greater part of the village of Biel, in the Upper Yalais, was 
crus^d beneath a tremendous avalanche, which ran down a ravine, nearly 
two leagues long, before it reaohed the villi^e. 

. One of the most remarkable phenomena attending the avalanche is the 
blast of air whidi accompanies it, and which, like what is called the wind 
of a cannon-ball, extends its destructive influence to & considerable distance 
on each side of the actual line taken by the falling mass. It has all the 
effect of a blast of gunpowder : sometimes forest trees, growing near the 
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'Bides of thfe (Jhannel down which the snow passes, are uprooted ftnd laid 
prostrate, without having been touched by it. In this way the village 
of Randa, in the Visp-Thal, lost many of its houses by the blast of a mass 
of glacier, which fell in 1720. The E. spire of the convent of Disentis 
was thrown down by the gust of an avalanche which fell more than a 
quarter of a mile ofif. 

Travellers visiting the Alps between the months of June and October 
are little exposed to danger from avalanches, except immediately after a 
snow-storm ; and, when compelled to start at such times, they should pay 
implicit obedience to the advice of the guides. It is a common saying, 
that there is risk of avalanches as long as the burden of snow continues 
on the boughs of the fir-trees, and while the naturally sharp angles of the 
distant mountains continue to look rounded. 

It is different with those who travel from necessity in the spring, and 
before the annual avalanches have fallen. Muleteers, carriers, and such 
persons, use great caution in traversing exposed parts of the road, and 
with these they are well acquainted. They proceed in parties, in single 
file, at a little distance from one another, in order that if the snow should 
sweep one oflf, the others may be ready to render assistance. 

The avalanches, seen and heard by summer tourists on the sides of 
Mont Blanc and the Jungfrau, are of a dififerent kind from those described 
above, being caused only by the rupture of a portion of the glaciers, 
which give way under the influence of a mid-day sun, and of certain 
\vinds, during the summer and autumn, when other avalanches, generally 
speaking, have ceased to fall. They diflFer, also, in this respect, that, 
for the most part, they do no harm, since they fall on uncultivable and 
uninhabited spots. It is more by the roar which accompanies them. 
Which, awakening the echoes of the Alps, sounds very like thimder, 
than by the appearance which they present, which is simply that of a 
waterfall, that they realise what is usually expected of avalanches. Still 
they are worth seeing, and will much enhance the interest of a visit to 
the Wengem Alp, the Cramont (on the S. side of Mont Blanc), or the 
borders of the Mer de Glace ; especially if the spectator will bear in mind 
the distance at which he is placed from the objects which he sees and hears, 
and will consider that, at each roar, hundreds of tons of solid ice are broken 
oflf from the parent glacier, and in tumbling many hundred feet are 
shattered to atoms and ground to powder. 

The Snotv^storms, Tourmentes, or Guocenf which occur on the Alps, are 
much dreaded by the chamois-hunter, the shepherd, and those most acciis-' 
tomed to traverse the High Alps : how much more formidable must they 
be to the inexperienced traveller! They consist of furious and tem- 
pestuous winds, somewhat of the nature of a whirlwind, which occur on 
the exposed promontories, the summit-ridges, and elevated gorges of tbe 
Alps, either accompanied by snow, or filling the air with that recently- 
fallen, while the flakes are still dry, tossing them about like powder or 
dust. In an instant the atmosphere is filled with snow; earth, sky, 
mountain, abyss, and landmark of every kind, are obliterated from view, 
as though a curtain were let down on all sides of the wanderer. All traces 
of path, or of the footsteps of preceding travellers, are at once efiaced, and 
the poles planted to mark the direction of the road are frequently over- 
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turned. In some plaoeg the gusts sweep the rock hare of snow, heaping 
it up in others, perhaps across the path, to a height of 20 ft. or more, 
barring all passage, and driving the wayfarer to despair. At every 
step he fears to plunge into an abyss, or sink overhead in the snow. 
Large parties of men and animals have been overwhelmed by the snow* 
wreaths on the St. Gothard, where they sometimes attain a height of 
40 or 50 ft. These tempests are accompanied almost every year by loss 
of life ; and, thor^h of less frequent occurrence in summer than in winter 
and spring, are one reason why it is dangerous for inexperienced travellers 
to attempt to cross remote and elevated passes without a guide. 

The guides and persons residing on the mountain-passes, from the 
appearance of the sky, and other weather-signs known to them, can 
generally foresee the occurrence of tourmentes, and can tell when the fall 
of avalanches is to be apprehended. 

Hoods, — In most of the Swiss valleys traces are to be seen of terrible 
floods, which have from time to time poured down from the mountains, 
and devastated tracts of land more or less large. These floods usually 
occur at the melting of the snow in spring, but may happen at any time 
of year when, either from excessive rain, or from the too rapid melting of 
the snow, or from the bursting of a dam formed by fallen ice a mountain 
toiTent swells beyond its usual proportions, and carries down stones, earth, 
huge rocks, and trees, sweeping everything before it till it reaches the 
valley, when it spreads out, often covering acres of fertile land with rub- 
bish, and ruining the land for ever. There is hardly a year in which some 
part of Switzerland does not suffer from this cause. A flood in the autumn 
of 1852 converted the valley of the Rhone below Martigny into a lake, and 
covered hundreds of acres of land with rubbish, which in 1856 remained 
untouched and uncultivated. The flood on the same day carried away all 
the bridges but one in the valley of Chamonix ; whilst, above Sallanches, 
the river left its bed, and cut out a channel 30 or 40 ft. wide, and 6 or 8 ft. 
deep, through the fertile land and down to the bare rock. Great floods are 
described in Rte. 56 and Rte. 136. The upper part of the valley of the 
Rhone is now a desert in consequence of floods, and traces of great floods 
may be seen in the valley of the Rhine and in the vale of Samen, and, in 
fact, in nearly every valley. Those who have once seen the recent effects 
of a flood will soon detect them continually, though the grass and bushes 
in a few years conceal the traces from those who do not know where to 
look for them. 

§15. ALPINE FAUNA. AND FLOBA. 

Wild animal life is not abundant in the Alps : it is rather conspicuous 
by its absence ; and nothing can be imagined more lonely and lifeless than 
those mountain solitudes from which man and his herds are absent. Near 
the mountain-top a herd of chamois are occasionally seen, fixed like statues, 
or galloping across th^ ice ; lower down the marmot's whistle is heard, the 
croak of the raven, and in the woods the merry ** curr " of the nutcracker*; 
perhaps the chough wheels overhead, the squirrel, or black salamander, 
crosses the path ; but, as a rule, few living things are met with. The list 
of Swiss animals, however, includes several quadrupeds, and some in- 
terestijig birds, as may be seen in a vjsit to StaufFer'a Tpuseiim atljucern6. 
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Among qnadrupedg are the following : The Brown BeaVy now confined to 
Tyrol and j»rts of the Engadine and Trentino, where the creeping-fir 
(Finns pomilio) shelters it most effectually. The Lynx, a most destructlTe 
animal, but very rare. The Wild Cat, The Wolf, found principally in 
the Jura and the Maritime Alps. The Steinhockf Bouquetin or wild goat 
(Capra Ib^X F®)^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Italian mountains by the late King of 
Italy (extinct in Switsserland) (see Ute. 14:6), the Chamois, the Fox, 
Badger^ Otter, brown and blue Hare, Squirrel, &c The Marmot 
(Arctomys marmota) enlivens the wastes of rock and coarse grass imme* 
diately under the snowfields, and is abundant though persecuted. His 
shrill whistle announces the approach of a traveller, who, if he be quick, 
may see the little animal scuttling away to his hole. When undisturbed, 
" they take up their position on some flat piece of rook, exposed to the 
sun, where they beusk and play, scratching and combing themselves." 
About, the middle of October the marmot retires to his winter quarters, 
a chamber well lined with moss and hay, and, rolling himself into a ball, 
goes to sleep for six months. Another and much smaller rodent, the 
Arvicola nivalis, lives &t a still greater height than the marmot, in oases 
of rock and herbage amidst the mountain-ice. 

Of Alpine birds the lAmmergeier^ or Lamb Vulture, is the monarch of 
the Alps, with wings sometimes 9 ft. span ; the Haven (Corvus corax) will 
sweep on a lonely height in cirbles round the traveller's head ; the Chough 
with a red bill, and the Alpine Chough with a yellow bill, frequent the 
peaks. The Nutcracker feeds on the pine-cones and fills the woods with its 
cheerful though harsh note, sounding like " crack *' and at times like " curr." 
There is the Ftarmigan near the snows, the Jay and BlacJecock, in the 
forests ; and, amon^ smaller birds, the white-breasted Svn/t, Alpine Accentor y 
Medstart, Snow Finch, Pastor, and Wall Creeper (Tichodroma muraria). 
The last is a beautiful little bird, with wings of crimson and black. 

Of reptiles there is the Alpine Frog, with orange belly, said to be very 
■good eating ; and the slimy black lizard called Scdamander, 

The Alpine >Iora^ of such various soils and climates, is necessarily most 
abundant and diversified, but is past its prime in the travelling season of 
August. It is seen to perfection in early June, before the cattle have 
entered upon tbe Alps, but when the carpet is spread for them, and 
flowers by myriads seem to elbow the lingering snow-wi«aths from the 
ground. In July many mountain sides are belted with dense masses of 
the greater Gentian, or ablaze with the Alprose (Rhododendron hirsutum 
and Ferrugineum), which may be called the national flower of Switzer- 
land, as the Blue-bell is of Scotland. The Edelweiss (Gnaphalium 
Leontopodium) is another special favourite, like the Alprose a theme of 
the poet, and associated with many a pathetic legend. It is the emblem 
of purity, and is given by the Tyrolese youth to his affianced bride. In 
August the well-watered rich green meadows are covered with the lilac 
' \ly (Crocus autumnalis), and the Alps to the snow-line spangled by tbe 

ep-blue star of the sm^ler Gentian. 

For further detail? on the subject of this section, see Tschudi's * Thierleben 
4es Alpenwelt,' Bonney*s * Alpine Begions,' Morell's • Scientific G-uide to 
Bwitzerlaiid,' J. C. Weber's *Die Alpen-Pflanzen Deutschlands und der 
Pchweiz/ an<J Christ's * Das fflanfjenleben der Schweiz.* 
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§ 16, POPULATION, ABMY) EDUCATION, BIFLE-MATCHE8, WBESTUNG, 
008TUME8, TOWNS. 

I^apulaiion, — Switzerland covers 15,900 square miles, and on the Ist 
December, 1880, its population was 2,831,787. Of these 1,567,000 were 
Protestants, 1,085,084 Bom. Catholics and Christians of other denominations, 
and 7036 not Christians, mostly Jews, the proportion of whom has doubled 
in the last ten years. 

0-696, or 367,066 families, speak German; 0*234, or 123,438 families, 
speak French ; 0*054, or 28,697 families, speak Italian ;. lastly, 0*017, or 
8905 families, belong to the Homansch language spoken in a part of the 
Grisons. 

On the subject of the moral condition of the Stviss, and of their character 
as a nation, there is much variety of opinion. The Swiss with whom the 
traveller comes into contact, especially the German portion of them, are 
often either polyglot waiters, grasping landlords, or slow-witted and churlish 
peasants. This disposes the superficial traveller to dislike and to take 
very little interest in the people amongst whom he is travelling ; he has 
also perhaps heard something of their time-serving, their love of money, 
and their readiness to fight for any paymaster in former times, while 
he knows little of the most interesting portions of Swiss history, and is 
absolutely ignorant of the nature of the Swiss constitution. Looked at as 
a nation, the Swiss are deserving of our study and admiration, as the 
heirs of a freedom which has, like our own, been handed down ' from 
father to son through many centuries. The late Mr. Grote, the historian 
of Greece, in 'the' preface to his admirable Letters on Switzerland wrote, 
•*The inhabitants of the twenty-two cantoris are interesting on every 
ground .to .the general intelligent pubhc of Europe. Bujt to one whose 
studies lie in the contemplation and interpretation of historical phen(»nena 
they are especially instructive; partly from the many specialities and 
differences of race, language, religion, civilization, wealth, habits, &ci, 
which distinguist one, part of the population from another^ comprising 
between the Rhine and the Alps a miniature of all Europe,' and exhibiting 
the fifteenth century in immediate luxta-position with the nineteenth ; 
partly from the free and unrepressed action of the people, which brings 
out such distinctive attributes in full relief and coritrast. ' To myself in 
particular they present an additional ground ot interest from a cei*taiu 
political analogy (nowhere else to be found in Europe) with those who 
prominently occupy my thoughts, and on the history of whom I am en- 
gaged — the ancient Greeks.*' A living historian, Mr. E. A. Freeman, in 
the opening chapter of his small work on * The Growth of the English 
Constitution,' has called attention to the fact that in the mecstings of the 
Xiandsgemeinde of Uri, Appenzell, and Glarus, the tourist may see before 
liis eyes a survival of the oldest form of Teutonic government, such as it 
■was practised by our own forefathers in the days of Tacitus. 

Army, — ^There is no regular army in Switzerland, nor, with the excep- 
tion of a Federal staff, is there any one who makes the army his exclusive 
profession. Every able-bodied Swiss is, however, a soldier, and liable to 
jnilitary service between the ages of 20 and 45. On attaining the age of 
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20 he is trained for 28 or 35 days, and entered in the SUte^ but he may 
not be called upon to serve, as only 3 per cent, of the population are re- 
quired from each canton. These are drilled every subsequent year for 
about a week, and have occasionally to attend one of the large biennial 
camps of instruction. In April, 1869, the army was divided into three 
descriptions of service, according to age, viz. the jSlite or Bundesauszug 
(20 to 32), 85,138 ; the Reserve (33 to 40), 50,559 ; and the Landwehr 
(41 to 45), 64,323. Besides these there is a 4th class, the Landsturm, or 
army of defence, which comprises all men fit for service above 45. There 
is a crack corps of riflemen called Schar/schiitzen, The following is the 
last estimate (1872) of the strength of the Swiss army, exclusive of the 
Landsturm : Mite, 84,045 ; Reserve^ 51,102 ; Landwehr , 65,562. Total, 
200,709. 

Education, — Switzerland has 4 Universities, — ^B&le, Ziirich, Berne, and 
Geneva; 3 Academies, — Geneva, Lausanne, and Neuch&tel; 7 lycees; 
32 '* ^coles normales," and a large number of establishments for secondary 
education. There are 7000 primary schools. The new Federal Consti- 
tution renders primary instruction gratuitous and obligatory. Many of 
the cantons, in addition, require attendance at supplementary courses, 
up to the age of 16, 17, or 18. The number of pupils is 400,000, 
or 1 in every 6 inhabitants. The amount of instruction given differs, 
however, enormously in the various cantons, as will be seen by the fol- 
lowing table of the rates annually levied for educational purposes per 
head. 

fr. c. 
Graublinden . . . , , 1 5 

Ticino 95 

St. Gall 85 

Zug 75 

Obwald (dnterwaldeii) , . 50 
Appenzell (Inner Bhoden) , 45 
Glarus \ c\ At\ 

Valals / ^ "^^ 

Appenzell (Ausser Khoden) . 35 
TJri 30 

§?>YJ^^ „ .}. 25 



fr. c. 

B&le (city) . . ^ . . . 7 30 

Geneva 4 40 

Zurich 3 25 

SchaiFbausen 2 90 

Boleure | 

Neuch&telV 2 40 

Vaud J 

Berne ,.»,.,, 2 20 

Bale (district) 2 5 

Lucerne .,..,• I 80 

Aargau 1 75 

Fribourg 1 30 

Thurgau 1 25 



Niederwald (Unterwalden) j 



The Swiss mountaineers are skilful marksmen at short ranges with the 
rifle, and, like their neighbours the Tyrolese, meet constantly to practise 
and engage in trials of skill. There are clubs or societies in almost every 
valley and parish, and constant matches between them ; besides which, 
every year, a grand Federal Rifle Match is held near one or other of the 
large towns, at which all the best shots from the whole of Switzerland 
meet to contend for a prize. The late Lord Vernon gained \hB first prize 
at the Federal Match held at Bale, 1849. 

Annual contests in wrestling also (called Schwingfeste) are held in 
different parts of Switzerland, The cantons which distinguish themselves 
for skill in this and other athletic exercises are Berne, Appenzell, and 
IJnterwalden, 
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Oostumeg distinguishing the people of each canton, and in some districts 
of each valley, were nearly universal before 1830. They are now disap- 
pearing, but may still be seen in the Bernese Oberland, the Vakis, &c., 
and the women in many cantons have peculiar head-dresses. The men 
are usually attired in brown undyed homespun cloth. 



§ 17. CHALETS AND PASTUBAGBS, BANZ DES VACHES, SWISS HUSBANDRY, 

From the mountainous nature of Switzerland and its high elevation, 
the greater part of the surface, more than 1800 ft. above the sea, which is 
not bare rock, is pasture-land. The wealth of the people, like that of the 
patriarchs of old, in a great measure lies in cattle and their produce, on which 
account the pastoral life of the Swiss deserves some attention. The bright 
verdure of the meadows which adorns the valleys of Switzerland is one of 
the distinguishing features of the country ; and the music of the cow-bells, 
borne along by the breeze, is one of the sweetest sounds that greet the 
traveller's ear. 

The Alps, or mountain-pasturages (for that is the meaning of the word 
Alp in Switzerland and Tyrol) are usually the property of the commune ; 
in fact common land, on which the inhabitants of the neighbouring town 
or village have the right of pasturing a certain number of cattle, the regu- 
lations as to which are often very curious. In the Italian Alps the lower 
pastures are known as monti or primestiy the higher are the alpi. In the 
German Alps the latter word, in the French Alps the former (" montagne ") 
is used generally for mountain-pasturages. 

" In 5ie spring, as soon as the snow has disappeared, and the young 
grass sprouts up, the cattle are sent from the villages up to the first and 
lower pastures. Should a certain portion of these be exhausted, they 
change their quarters to another part of the mountain. Here they stay 
till about the 10th or 12th of June, when the cattle are driven to the 
middle range of pastures. That portion of the herds intended for a sunamer 
campaign on the highest Alps remain here till the beginning of July, and 
on the 4th of that month generally ascend to them ; return to the middle 
range of pastures about 7 or 8 weeks afterwards, spend there about 14 days 
or 3 weeks, to eat the aftergrass ; and finally return into the valleys about 
the 10th or 11th of October, where they remain in the vicinity of the 
villages till driven by the snow and tempests of winter into the stables. 

** That portion of the cattle, on the other hand, which is not destined 
to pass the summer on the higher Alps, and are necessary for the supply 
of the village with milk and butter, descend from the middle pastures on 
the 4th of July into the valley, and consume the grass upon the pasturage 
belonging to the commune, till the winter drives them under shelter. The 
very highest Alpine pasturages are never occupied more than 3 or 4 weeks 
at the furthest. "-^iairoia. The tourist in the higher Alps continually 
meets the flocks and herds migrating from one pasture to another, or to 
the valley below. 

Sometimes the owners of the cattle repair in person to the Alps^ and 
pass the summer among them along with their families, superintendii^ the 
herdsmen, and assisting in the manufacture of cheese ; and in some parts 
there are whole villages inhabited only temporarily ; but in general only a 
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sufficient; number of men to attend to the herds and to make the cheeses 
remain with the cattle, in which case the cows or goats belonging to each 
owner are tried twice a-year, i. e, the amount of cheese produced m a day or 
two by each is ascertained ; then at the end of the season the cheese made 
is divided among the owners in the proportions indicated by the trial. The 
best cheeses are made upon pastures 3000 ft. above the sea-level, in the 
vales of Simmen and Saanen (Gruyeres) and in the Emmenthal. The best 
cows there yield, in summer, between 20 lbs. and 40 lbs, of milk daily, and 
each cow produces, by the end of the season of 4 months, on an average, 
2 cwt. of cheese. 

The life of the cowherd (Fr, Vacherj Germ. Senner) is by no means such 
an existence of pleasure as romances in general, and that of Kousseau in 
particular, have represented it. His labours are dirty, arduous, and con- 
stant; he has to collect 80 or 90 cows twice a-day to be milked, to look after 
stragglers, to make the cheese, and keep all the utensils employed in the 
process in the most perfect state of cleanliness. The cowherd has gene- 
rally, as assistants, a friend {Freund\ who acts as a carrier to the low 
country, and a lad (Kuhbub). In some parts the herdsmen live for many 
months almost entirely on milk and cheese, not eating 10 lbs. of bread or 
potatoes in the time. The cattle are frequently enticed home at milking- 
time by the offer of salt, which they relish highly, and which is considered 
very wholesome for them. The allowance for a cow is 4 or 5 lbs. in a 
quarter of a year. The Stoss is an extent of pasture sufficient for the 
maintenance of 1 cow, or 1 colt, or 4 calves, or i of a horse. 

The Chalet (Germ. SennMtte) in which the herdsman resides is literally 
a log-hut, formed of trunks of pines, notched at the extremities so as to fit 
into one another at the angles of the building, where they cross : it has a 
low flat roof, weighted with stones to keep fast the shingle-roof and pre- 
vent its being blown away by the wind. A building of this kind is rarely 
air-tight or water-tight. The interior is usually blackened with smoke 
and very dirty, boasting of scarcely any furniture, except, perhaps, a table 
and rude bench, and the apparatus of the dairy, including a huge caldron 
for heating the milk. A truss of hay, in the loft above, serves the in- 
mates for a bed. The ground around the hut on the outside is usually 
cut up by the feet of the cattle, and the heaps of mud and dung render 
it difficult to approach the door. 

There is another kind of chcUet, a mere shed or bam, in which thie hay 
is housed until the winter, when it is conveyed over the snow in sledges 
down to the villages below, A pastoral Swiss valley is usually speckled 
over with huts of this kind, giving it the appearance, to a strangar, of bcdng 
much more populous than it is in reality : in the Simmenthal alone there 
are said to be 10,000 chalets. This large number is necessary, because 
everything — ^goats, sheep, cattle, horses, and food — ^must be put under 
cover for some months during the snow. 

The herdsmen shift their habitations from the lower to the upper pas- 
turages, as their cattle ascend and descend the Alps, at different seasons, 
and they sometimes have 2 or 3 places of temporary abode. The ex- 
perienced traveller is careful to inquire beforehand what chalets are 
occupied ; otherwise when in search of repose or refreshment, after a long 
day's journey, he is liaUe to the disappointment, on approaching what he 
QO^oeives to be a hipn^ habitation, of finding that it is a mere hay-barn. 

' - Digitized by VjUUVIVT ' 
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or else a deserted chalet ; and he may learn, with much mortification, 
that he has still some tedious miles to trudge hefore he can reach the 
first permanently occupied dwelling. What an i^eeable contrast to reach 
a well-appointed chalet of the better sort, where delicious milk cooled 
in the mountain stream, fresh butter, bread, and cheese, are spread out 
ou a clean napkin before the hungry and tired stranger 1 

Itanz des Vaches. — ^It is not uncommon to find the Eanz des Vaches 
spoken of, by persons unacquainted with Switzerland and the Alps, as 
a single air, whereas it is a class of melodies prevailing among and 
peculkr to the Alpine valleys. Almost every valley has an air of its 
own. • Those of Appenzell and the Gruy^re country are the most cele* 
brated. Their eflfect in producing home-sickness in the heart of the 
Swiss mountaineer, when heard in a distant land, and the prohibition, 
of this music in the Swiss regiments formerly in the service of France, 
on account of the number of desertions occasioned by it, are stories often 
repeated, and probably founded on fact. 

These national melodies are particularly wild in their character, yet 
full of melody ; the choruses consist of a few remarkably shrill notes, 
uttered with a peculiar falsetto intonation in the throaty called yodelling. 
They originate in the practice of the shepherds on the Alps, of com- 
municating with one another at the distance of a mile or more, by pitch- 
ing the voice high. The Ranz des Vaches (Germ. Kuhreihen), literally 
couMxiilf derives its name from the summons of the herdsman to his cattle 
at milking^time. From the wide alpine pasture the cows come marching 
home, in obedience to the voice, or the notes of the Alphorn, a simple tube 
of wood, wound round with bark, five or six feet long, admitting of but 
slight modulation, yet very melodious when caught up and prolonged by 
the mountain echoes. In some of the remoter districts, from which the 
ancient simplicity of manners is not altogether banished, the Alp-horn 
supplies, on the higher pastures, where no church is near, the place of the 
vesper-bell. The cow-herd, posted on the highest crest, as soon as the 
sun has set, pours forth the first four or five notes of the Psalm, " Praise 
God the Lord ;*' the same notes are repeated from distant Alps, and all 
^thin hearing, unoovering their heads and bending their knees, repeat 
their evening orison, after which the cattle are penned in their stalls, and 
the men betake themselves to rest. 

A word may be said on bwisa Hmbomdry to draw the attention of such 
persons as take an interest in the subject, to one or two practices peculiar 
to the country. The system of irrigation is carried to a very great 
extent and perfection ; streams from the mountain-torrents are sometimes 
led for miles, even firom one valley into another, and turned over the 
meadows by means of trenches and sluices. The drainings of dunghills, 
cow-houses, and pigsties are not allowed to run to waste, but are carefully 
collected in a vat by the farmer, and at the fit moment carried out in carts 
to the fields, and ladled over them, very much to their benefit^ and to the 
equal <^sgust of the olfactory nerves of all who pass ; the air, far and near, 
'being filled with this truly Swiss fragrance. The industry of the people 
a.nd their struggles for subsistence, in some of the high valleysy are truly 
-wonderful. The grain-crops are wretched, but the grass is sweet and 
good. (See § 11.) In the best and lowest pasturages they get three crops 
a.-year. The cattle feed on the high mountains during the summer^ an4 
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are supported in chalets by the hay of the valley during the long winter. 
An Englishman accustomed to buy everything, can hardly realise the 
domestic economy of a Swiss peasant. He has his patches of wheat, of 
potatoes, of barley, of hemp, of flax, and, if possible, of vines ; his own 
cows, his own goats, his own sheep. On the produce of his own land and 
flocks he feeds ; his clothes are of homespun, from the wool of his sheep ; 
his linen and the dresses of the women of his family are made from his 
own flax or hemp, frequently woven by the women of his own family. 
The timber he requires for his house or for firing is supplied from the 
land of the commune or parish, either for nothing or for a very small sum. 
What little money he requires is derived from the sale of cheese. The 
interior economy of a Swiss village is very interesting : it is only by 
ingenious contrivances for saving labour and by amazing industry 
that it is possible for the inhabitants to maintain themselves in such a 
climate, 



§ 18. GOiTEE AND CBETINISM.* 

" Quis tumidam guttur miratur in Alpibus ?" — Juvencd. 

Goitre is a swelling in the front of the neck (of the thyroid gland, or 
the parts adjoining), which increases with the growth of the individual, 
until, in some cases, it attains an enormous size, and becomes " a hideous 
wallet of flesh," to use the words of Shakspeare, hanging pendulous 
down to the breast. It is not, however, attended with pain, and generally 
seems to be more unsightly to the spectator than inconvenient or hateful 
to the bearer ; but there are instances in which its increase is so enormous 
that the individual, unable to support his burden, crawls along the ground 
under it. On the N, of the Alps women appear to be the principal 
sufierers from this oomplaint, and in the Valais scarcely a woman is free 
from it, and it is said that those who have no swelling are laughed at and 
called goose-necked. At Domo d'Ossola it seems more prevalent among 
the men. Val d'Aosta is its principal seat. 

Various theories have been resorted to, to account for goitre : some 
have attributed it to the use of water derived from melting snow ; others, 
to the habit of carrying heavy weights on the head ; others, again, to 
. fllthy habits ; while a fourth theory derives it from the nature of the soil, 
the confined air of deep valleys, or the use of spring-water impregnated 
with calcareous matter. 

As the goitre occurs in Derbyshire, the Lake District, Yorkshire (espe- 
cially at Settle, in the limestone district of Craven), Notts, Somerset, 
Surrey, Hants, &c., where no permanent snow exists, and no rivers spring 
from glaciers — also in Sumatra, and in parts of South America, where sno^v 
is unknown — it is evident that the first cause assigned is not the true one ; 
as for the second and third, they would equally tend to produce goitre 
in the London porters, and in the inhabitants of the purlieus of St, 
Giles's. Goitre is found only in certain valleys ; nor, when it does occur, 
does it exist throughout the valley. It appears in one spot ; higher up it 
is unknown, and in another situation, a mile or two distant, perhaps it is 

* Cretin = Chretien, a name resulting from the medieval belief that the Deity particularly 
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again prevalent, A curious example of this is afforded by the valley leading 
up to the Great St. Bemaxd. Goitre is unknown above Liddes ; abounds at 
Verch^res, 800 ft. lower down ; and is almost universal at Orsi^res : had the 
disease depended upon the glacier-water, it would, of course, be more pre- 
valent near the glaciers, and in the upper part of the valley. 

On the annexation of Savoy to Prance, the question of goitre was 
seriously taken up by the Grovernment, on account of the number of the 
exemptions from military service claimed in consequence of this malady. 
The conclusion arrived at was that the deformity was produced by 
drinking tainted or naturally impure water. Consequently steps were 
taken, by analysing wells, to point out which should be avoided, by 
cleansing villages and by dosing the schoolchildren with lozenges con- 
taining iodine. " It is said that out of 5000 gottarons children who were 
so treated, in the course of eight years, 2000 were cured, and the condition 
of 2000 others was improved ; and that the number of cures would have 
been greater had not l^e parents opposed the care of the Government in 
order to preserve the privilege of exemption from military service." * 

Cretinism, which frequently occurs in the same localities as goitre, is a 
more serious malady, inasmuch as it affects the mind. The cretin is an 
idiot of the worst sort, deformed in body as well as mind. His counte- 
nance is misshapen as well as vacant ; his head is disproportionately large ; 
his limbs are stunted or crippled ; he cannot articulate lus words with dis- 
tinctness ; and there is scarcely any work which he is capable of executing. 
He spends his days basking in the sun, and from its warmth appears 
to derive great gratiiication. When a stranger appears, he becomes a 
clamorous and importunate beggar, assailing him with a ceaseless 
chattering ; and the traveller is conmionly glad to be rid of his hideous 
presence at the expense of a few centimes. Cretins, however, are now 
somewhat diminished in number, and some of the worst are confined, so 
that the traveller is not pestered by them as he used to be. 

The causes of cretinism are still obscure ; but there is little doubt that 
intermarrii^e must be counted as a principal agent in the continuation 
.of this terrible curse. 

§ 19. LAKE-DWELLINQS. 

Pfdhlhauten — Constructions lacustrines, — A short account of these 
•curious relics of the ancient inhabitants of Switzerland forms a natural 
preface to an historical note on the country. 

The Lake of Ziirich was, in the winter of 1854, very low. Near Ober- 
meilen the inhabitants took advantage of this circumstance to enclose a 
part of the lake. In so doing, they found in the mud heads of piles, stag- 
11 cms, stone imi)lements, and other pieces of handiwork. This induced 
further researches, and the result has been most remarkable. Undoubted 
traces have been discovered of a large population living on the shallow 
borders of the lakes, both in Switzerland and in North Italy. The habi- 
tations in some places stood on piles, as in the Eastern Archipelago ; in 
other places, on artificial islands, like the Irish crannoges. From such 
habitations many things would naturally fall or be thrown into the waterj 
and have thus been more or less preserved in the mud. In fact, an incre- 

• • Bollettino del Club Alpino Italiano,' No. 13, 1869, quoted in Mr. E. Whymper'e * Scrambles,* 
Chap. XVL, p. 303. See also the remarks on Cretinism in the same ^apter. 
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diUe quantity and variety of objects have been found and described—^ 
stone-axes and stone-knives in great numbers, bone pins and needles, 
string, cloth, bread, com, rud§ pottery, bones of Trild and of domestic 
animals, personal ornaments, fishing implements ; in fact, enough to give a 
tolerable notion of the life and habits of the ancient inhabitants. 

The number of these lake villages is very great ; between twenty and 
thirty have been discovered in the Lake of Geneva, and upwards of forty 
in Neuchatel. 

They are probably to be found in every lake and peat-moss in Switzer- 
land ; and it is remarkable that on the great lakes they are usually opposite 
to the existing villages on the shore. 

The most worthy of notice, perhaps, toe B.t Moosseedorf, near Berne; 
Eobenhausen^ or l^e lake of P£affikon, where the settlement seems to have 
been burnt twice, and each time rebuilt : Wangen, on the Untersee, where 
there must have been a manufactory of stone tools ; Nidau, near Bienne ; 
Wanwyl, near Sursee ; Zug ; Concise^ on the lake of Neuchatel, &c. 

The age of these dwellings has been the subject of much controversy. 
In some are discovered objects in iron and bronze, and pieces of Roman 
workmanship. In most places, however, stone takes the place of iron and 
bronze, protebly indicating a higher antiquity. The latest may well have 
been in existence when Csesar crossed the Alps, and the oldest may be two 
thousand years older. No theory to explain why the habitations were so 
built has as yet obtained general admission. 

Collections of the objects found are to be seen at the public museums at 
Keuchatel and at Berne. M. D&or, a professor at Neuohfttel, and Col. 
Schwabe, at Bienne, have also good collections. 

The principal works on the subject are, Lyell's * Antiquity of Man ; ' 
Lubbock, 'Prehistoric Times;' Troyon, 'Habitations lacustres;' D^r, 
* Constructions lacustrines ;' and Keller, *Lake Dwellings.' The last has 
been translated into English, and is a most complete record of the dis- 
coveries up to the time when it was published. 

There is not much to be seen at most of the places where the objects 
have been found ; but, in 1875, the Lake of Bienne was lowered several feet. 
In doing this the piles of the old villages were brought to view, but would 
probably not long support the exposure to the air. Photographs were 
taken, and may be seen at the Museum in Berne. 



§ 20» HISTOBICAL SKETCH.* 

' !rhe dwellers in the lake villages described in the last section were pro- 
bably of Oeltic race. It is uncertain whether they had disappeared before 
the Romah Conquest. The two principal tribes whom the Romans found 
in possession of the country were the Rhaati and the Helvetii, the former 
of oWuire origin. The latter, a Celtic race, after inflicting some serious 
i-everses on the Roman arms, were subdued by Julius Cassar, b.c, 58. 
Augustus carried on the work of conquest, and in b^. 6 was aUe to 
^rect on the trophy at Turbia an inscription, preserved for us by Pliny, 

* )^6r <i list of anthoritieB, see omU^ p. zIt. In fhe following section Swiss towns are 
spoken of by their historical names in jplace of the cormpt French fonns, which have unhap- 
pily become naturalised in England, and have consequently been retained in other parts of ibis 
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Irecording the eoinplete subjugation of all the alpiita tribes frotn sea to 
sea. They were absorbed into the Roman Empire, their country was 
traversed in every direction by Roman roads, and prosperous towns — 
Aventicum (Avenches), Augusta RauracoTum (Kaiser-Augst), Vindo- 
nissa (Konigsfelden, near Brugg in Aargau), arose at the foot of the 
mountains. Roman rule and order was maintained for 300 years. As the 
Empire grew weak, Helvetia was overrun by hordes of Burgundians and 
Alemanni (a.d. 450). Their limits maybe roughly traced in the pre- 
sent division of languages between the German and French (or, as the 
present inhabitants prefer to call them, Romance) Cantons. 

Under the domination of the Frank kings of the Merovingian dynasty, 
order was restored to the country, and Christianity was preached, chiefly 
by Celtic monks from Ireland, St. Gallus, St. Columbanus, and others. 
Great monasteries arose at Disentis, Ffaffers, St. Gallen, and Einsiedeln, 
which became centres of progress and learning, where the monks at once 
preserved the precious remains of antiquity, and taught improved methods 
of agriculture. The Roman roads were again used: ** xenodocheia," or 
hospices, afforded shelter to the traveller, who had nothing as yet to fear 
from the Saracenic brigands, who made their appearance in the tenth 
century ; so that at this period the Alps were a far less formidable barrier 
than in the Middle Ages. 

Modern Switzerland formed part of the empire of Charles the Great* 
Even the mountain fastnesses of Uri were civilised and prosperous, so 
that Lewis the German granted them to one of his daughters, an abbess 
at Zurich. At the break up of the Carloviugian Empire, what is now 
East Switzerland fell to the eastern, West Switzerland to the western 
Frankish kingdom. In 888 Count Rudolf founded the kingdom of Trans- 
jurane Burgundy, including all Switzerland W. of the Reuss ; and this 
territory, which, with Provence added to it in 933, constituted the kingdom 
of Aries, became in 1032, partly by bequest partly by conquest, part of 
the Empire. But in this outlying region the real power was in the hands 
of a number of petty nobles and wealthy abbots, of whom the counts of 
Zahringen were chief. When the last of this race died (a.d. 1218), the 
dignity of imperial bailiff was given now to one now to another of the 
local counts. Meantime the towns were rapidly growing in powers 
Ziirich, Basel, and Bern were free imperial cities. Bern gave the municipal 
franchise to every householder, and offered an asylum to all who fled 
from the tyranny of the neighbouring nobles. 

In 1273 Rudolf of Habsburg was raised to the Imperial throne. Him- 
self a noble of the region which is now Aargau, he found his advantage in 
securing the aid of the hardy mountaineers and the wealthy towns by 
granting them special privileges. 

On August 1, 1291, Uri and Schwyz (which had earlier in the century 
acquired the privilege of Reichsfreiheit^ or immediate dependence on the 
Empire), and Nidwald, fearing the encroachments of the House of Austria 
on Rudolf *s death, formed a pei-petual alliance to maintain their several local 
rights and privileges. Profiting by the quarrel between Adolf of Nassau, 
the " Bex Romanorum," and Albert of Austria, they induced the former 
to ratify their charters. Adolf was slain in battle, and Albert did not 
ratify bis charters, but while maintaining the rights of his family, did not 
enforce them by violent means. In 1308, the yearDo^^he^leged con- 
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spiracy of the Grutli, Albert appears from the contemporaiy authorities to 
have been on particularly good terms with the Confederates, and soon 
after Uri formally declared itself " a good friend of the Duke of Austria." 
In 1309 King Henry VII. of Liitzelburg confirmed the charters of Uri 
and Schwyz, and gave Unterwalden a charter confirming all privileges 
previously conferred by his predecessors. As Unterwalden had before 
enjoyed no such privileges, the effect was to place it in the same position 
as Uri and Schwyz — i.e. grant it the Beichsfreiheit, Henry also appointed 
a single imperial bailiff for the three districts, thus cementing their union. 
On Henry's death a struggle for the imperial power look place between 
Lewis of Bavaria and Frederick of Austria. The latter prince, unable to 
retain his feudal rights in the three Cantons peaceably, had recourse to 
arms. The Confederates, on the other hand, fought not against the imperial 
authority, which they never dreamt of renouncing, but against a local 
lord who held that he had been unjustly deprived of his rights by the 
Emperor. The result was the famous battle of Morgarten, 15th November, 
1315, in which the chivalry of Austria suffered utter defeat at the hands 
of the Swiss footmen. In the following year Lewis, as Emperor, formally 
declared the Dukes of Austria stripped of all their rights over the Drei 
Lander. 

Such is the true story of the first assertion of Swiss independence. 

The picturesque legends which have made of the first years of the 14th 
century the heroic period of Swiss history, the story of Tell and Gessler, 
of the meeting at the Grutli, have been reluctantly abandoned by all 
serious historical students. They were unknown to the contemporary 
chroniclers, and first appear in a work of the 15th century, the * White 
Book of Samen.' 

In 1339 the citizens of Bern, imder Eudolf of Erlach, completely defeated 
at Laupen a combination of nobles, and secured the independence of their 
town. Between 1332 and 1353 the three humble mountain cantons were 
reinforced by the accession of Luzern, Ztirich, Glarus, Zug, and Bern. In 
1386 and 1388 the disastrous routs of Sempach and Nafels put an 
end to the Duke Leopold of Austria's hopes of making himself master 
of the eight confederates. 

Intestine quarrels now broke out in the Confederacy. Between 1440 
and 1450 a fierce war, arising out of the disputed inheritance of the Counts 
of Toggenburg, was waged between Ziirich and the other confederates. 
The French came to the aid of Ziirich, and in the bloody combat of St. 
Jakob, near Basel, the Dauphin, afterwards Louis XL, was taught to 
respect Swiss valour. He was not slow to profit by the lesson, and thence- 
forth used his best endeavours to entangle his dangerous rival, Charles of 
Burgundy, with such stubfom foes. That ambitious prince, anxious to 
reconstitute the old kingdom of Burgundy, readily turned his arms against 
the * Schwyzers,' as the confederates now began to be popularly styled. 
He was disgracefully defeated in the three battles of Grandson and Morat 
(1476), and Nancy (1477). In 1481 at Stanz, after a violent altercation 
between the city and mountain cantons, which threatened to break up the 
Confederacy, and was appeased by the influence of Niklaus von der Flue, 
Solothurn and Fribourg were added to the state, and a fresh league was 
made between the united cantons. But common danger i^ain proved 
a more effectual guarantee of concord than any number of good resolves 
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recorded in solemn parchments. In 1499 the allies had to defend their 
liberties against the Emperor Maximilian I. They were completely vic- 
torious- The Emperor freed the lea^e from the jurisdiction of the Impe- 
rial Chamber, and from this time dates the practical independence of the 
Confederation, though it was not legally recognised till 1648. Basel, Sdiafif- 
hausen and Appenzell were now admitted into the Confederation, which 
received no further increase until 1798. At this time (1499), perhaps the 
crowning point in Swiss history, Wallis, St. Gallen, Neuchfttel, Muhlhausen, 
and the 3 leagues of the Graubtlnden, were in alliance with the Confede- 
rates. Switzerland, respected abroad, was at leisure to follow at home the 
pursuits of peace. Swiss baths had become places of resort and expense 
for health- and pleasure-seekers. The schools, which had existed since 
Charles the Great's time at Zurich, and the university, founded at Basel, 
A.D. 1460, became the rivals of the old monasteries as seats of learning 
and research. In these, medical science was pursued, and the connection 
of medicine with herbs led to the first mountain exploration, while the 
spirit of physical inquiry fostered conduced to a general questioning of 
Nature. The story of the first ascent of Pilatus (see p. 56) illustrates 
admirably the change which about this time came over the national 
intelligence. 

Unfortunately the martial spirit, which had been roused by the neces- 
sities of self-defence, found vent in mercenary service abroad. The battle 
of Marignano (1515) was the most famous of the many combats in the 
wars of Italy in which the Swiss were engaged, and they acquired by 
cession from the Duke of Milan (1512) as the reward of their bravery, or 
rather, perhaps, of their treachery, the Italian districts which they still 
hold. But the country was demoralised. " The common people in town 
and country were drawn away from honest labour, to idleness, lewdness, 
and warlike undertakings, and reckless and abandoned habits prevailed 
everywhere." 

The 16th century was a time of internal troubles. On one side of the 
country, Zwingli at Zurich, on the other, Calvin at Geneva, led the 
revolt against Rome, which took political shape in the " Christian League " 
of Bern and Zurich. The Roman Church found an earnest and formidable 
champion in Cardinal Borromeo, Archbishop of Milan, the great Catholic 
reformer and leader of the Counter-Reformation, who in 1586 was success- 
ful in uniting the seven Catholic cantons in the Golden or Borromean 
League. 

Ihiring this and the succeeding century the religious discords conse- 
quent on the Reformation, threatened to undermine the foundations of 
the state. Bern, Zurich, Basel, and Schaffhausen adopted the reformed 
religion ; Appenzell and Glarus were divided ; Luzern, Schwyz, Uri, 
Unterwaiden, Zug, Fribourg and Solothurn adhered to the old faith. Geneva, 
shaking off, with the aid of Fribourg and Bern, the supremacy of the 
Counts of Savoy, though not yet a member of the Confederation, threw her 
influence on the side of the Reformers. -Bern and Fribourg conquered the 
Pays de Vaud (1536). At the close of the period of the Reformation, 
Switzerland was divided into two religious leagues, holding separate Diets, 
the Catholics at Luzern, the Protestants at Aarau. The Protestant cantons 
fdlied themselves with France, the Catholic with Spain and Rome. 

It was not until the class of the Thirty Years' War, in 1648, that the 
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absolute independence of Switzerland was formally recognised by tbe 
Emperor in the Peace of Westphalia. 

The troubles of the times were added to in 1653 by a revolt of the 
peasants, whom the Free Cantons retained in a state of serfdom, which was 
put down with great slaughter. 

After numerous disputes and wars, the religious contest culminated in the 
war of Toggenburg, in which 150,000 men are said to have been brought 
into the field. The decisive Protestant victory of Villmergen was followed 
by the Peace of Aarau (a.d. 1712), which established absolute equality 
between the cantons. From this time up to the French Revolution, Swit- 
zerland, though the field of constant disputes and squabbles between 
parties, was free from internal wars. 

• During this time and the preceding period of civil war the democratical 
character of many of the cantons had been impaired. Bern, Solothum, Luzem, 
Fribourg and Basel, were controlled by close oligarchies. In some cantons the 
rulers were local great families, in others the trading guilds. In the rural 
cantons alone, the ancient and simple institutions continued to flourish. 

The French Revolution found Switzerland rife with the elements of 
disorder. In many of the large towns, and in several of the cantons the 
popular liberties had been abridged to the advantage of small oligarchies. 
The neighbouring, but still independent, city of Geneva first caught 
flame from the fires lighted at Paris in 1789. The democratic party which 
had been put down by violence, triumphed, and executions and proscrip- 
tions marked its revenge. Within the Confederation troubles soon broke 
out, fomented by French emissaries. From intrigues the French Republic 
proceeded to violence. Miihlbausen and Basel were annexed to France, 
and in 1798 a French army marched on Bern, which opened its gates. 
The conquerors declared the old Confederation dissolved, and decreed in 
its place an Helvetic Republic after the French model It was received 
sullenly by the lowland states and cities. But the mountain cantons, 
Schwyz, Uri, Unterwalden, Zug, Glarus and Appenzell, were not disposed 
to exchange their immemorial rights for any work of French constitution- 
mongers. They attacked the French with a fury worthy of the days of 
Sempach. Defeated, they submitted only to rise again, exasperated at 
fresh interferences with their ancient customs. Unterwalden resisted to 
the uttermost, men, women and children joining in the desperate final 
combat. Tbe French general and army rendered themselves infamous in 
history by their cruelties. All who bore arms were put to the sword, the 
town of Stanz was given to the flames, and the whole district was aban- 
doned to pillage and massacre. 

For the next few years, while the armies of Austria, Russia, and France 
fought and perished among their mountains, the Swiss, stunned by the 
crash of arms, looked on with indifference. After the Peace of Amiens, the 
French garrisons were withdrawn ; anarchy followed, for the new consti- 
tution, which substituted a centralized state for the old loose Confederation 
of 18 cantons, or administrative districts, satisfied no party. In 1803, 
Napoleon, now First Consul, intervened. A commission of Swiss dele- 
gates assembled at Paris imder his supervision, and framed a new 
constitution, known as " The Act of Mediation," which revived the old 
cantonal constitutions. At this time six new cantons, Graubiinden, St. 
Gallen, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino, and Vaud, were added to the Confederacy ; 
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and henceforth the name *Die Schweiz,' already in popular use, supplanted in 
formal documents the original title of " Upper League of High Germany." 

No work of Napoleon could hope for any respect from &.e Congress of 
Vienna. The wave of reaction which passed over Europe rose into Swit- 
zerland. The towns seized the opportunity to reclaim unequal privileges ; 
the patricians and the oligarchies resumed their former sway. In 1815 
the "Federal Pact" was signed at Ziirich, adding Geneva, Valais, and 
Neuchatel to the number of the Cantons, now raised to twenty-two. By the 
Treaty of Paris, at the end of the year, the neutrality and independence of 
Switzerland within its present limits, were guaranteed by all the great 
European Powers. 

A period of great material prosperity now opened for Switzerland, which 
has continued to the present day. In the previous century, Housseau bad 
l^reached the beauties of mountain scenery, De Saussure and Bourrit had 
rendered the Montague Maudito of past ages " the famous Mont Blanc," 
and, in consequence of their writings, Gibbon had found his retreat invaded 
by an army of " visitors to the glaciers." But the Napoleonic wars stopped 
travellers. When peace again opened the Continent to our countrymen, 
they invaded it in increased numbers and with greater enei'gy. Byron's 
powerful verse aided to establish the popularity of the Lake of Geneva and 
the Alps. The new roads Napoleon had made across the mountains were 
largely used, and their construction incited the Swiss to imitate them else- 
where. The whole country was thrown open, and each travelling-carriage, 
as it rolled through, left behind it a deposit of foreign gold. The Swiss 
found it no longer necessary to take service under foreign princes, in order 
to obtain opportunities for gain or even pillage. 

The country was prosperous, but it was not contented. The reaction of 
1815 was an impotent attempt to dam the stream of progress, and it was 
only a question of a few years when the barrier should give way. In 1830 
the popular feeling became too strong to be resisted : the oligarchies had to 
yield, and the cantonal constitutions were roughly but peaceably revised. 

In May, 1833, an attempt to revise the " Federal Pact " was defeated 
by the Catholic and aristocratic cantons. In 1841, the democratic party 
triumphed in Greneva ; in 1848, the aristocrats obtained the upper hand in 
Valais. In the same year, Luzem, having admitted the Jesuits to control 
public education, was attacked by bodies of franc-tireurs belonging to the 
opposite party. She repulsed them with loss, and, to protect herself from 
further violence, formed, in defiance of the Federal Pact, an alliance with 
six other Catholic cantons, known in history as the Sonderhundy or 
Separate League. After some hesitation, the Federal Diet, in 1847, deter- 
mined to dissolve by force of arms the illegal combination of the Catholic 
cantons. The Federal army, under the command of General Dufour (well- 
known to every Swiss traveller as the head of the survey which has pro- 
duced the most beautiful and accurate of Ordnance maps), numbered 
100,000. The Catholics could only bring half that number into the field, 
and the struggle was happily short. 

The time had now come for a revision of the Federal Pact. A new 
constitution, which, with certain modifications, is still in force, was framed. 
It converted the Confederation from a Staatenhund, i.e., a mere treaty 
alliance of neighbours, to a Bundestaat — a. single state, each of whose 
members retains a certain amount of independence. The supreme legis- 
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lative power is vested in a Federal Assembly, which meets yearly, 
consisting of two bodies — ^the Nationalrath, or National Council, and the 
Standerath, or Council of States. To the former every 20,000 or fraction 
over 10,000 citizens elect a member ; to the latter each canton sends two 
members, and the half cantons (see p. 5) one apiece. Elections for the 
Nationalrath are triennial. Those to the Standerath are held variously 
every year, every second, or every third year, and the deputies are elected 
in some cantons by the Grand Council, in others by universal suffrage. 
Ko Federal law can be made without the concurrence of both bodies. 
They retain in their own hands the power of peace and war, of making 
treaties, and of regulating the coinage, but are not allowed to keep up 
a standing army. 

The Executive power is given to a council of seven members, known as 
the Bundesrath, and elected for three years by the Federal Assembly. Its 
president is the head of the state, but is merely a chairman, and has no 
special authority. The Supreme Court of Justice is elected by the Federal 
Assembly, and consists of nine judges, with nine deputy-judges, holding 
oflBce for three years. It determines all disputes between the Cantons, 
or between the Cantons or individuals and the State. It sits at Lausanne. 

The Federal authority is strengthened by a provision that no canton may 
maintain a force of more than 300 men, or make separate alliances with 
another canton or with a foreign state. Every Swiss of the age of 20 is 
liable to conscription, has a vote for the Federal Assembly, and is eligible 
as a member of it. The order of Jesuits are forbidden to have any esta- 
blishments in the Republic. No new bishopric can be founded without the 
consent of the State. All forms of religious worship are free. Freedom of 
the press and the right of petition are guaranteed. 

After an attempt in 1872, defeated by the jealousy in the 'Suisse 
Romande ' of a centralising policy, a revision of the Constitution was, in 
1874, passed by a majority of the Cantons and of the people, in accord- 
ance with the provision by which no revision could take effect without a 
direct appeal to the nation. Its effect was, on the one hand, to tighten 
the Federal Bond at the expense of the separate Cantons by introducing 
greater uniformity in the military and the educational system ; on the 
other, to increase the power of the people at the expense of the Federal 
Assembly, by providing that, on the demand of 30,000 citizens, any law 
passed by the Assembly must be submitted for ratification to the popular 
vote. In pursuance of this provision two laws were met, in 1876, by a 
popular veto. By a further provision 50,000 citizens can demand to have 
an alteration of the Constitution submitted to the popular vote. 

The penalty of death had been abolished for some years in Switzerland, 
but in 1879, owing to the increase of violent crime, it was decided by a small 
majority of the popular vote to leave to each Canton the power to re-enact it. 

In 1876 the annual income amounted to 1,691,080?., and the expendi- 
ture to 1,737,720?., of which 614,441?. were spent on the army. The 
interest paid on the National Debt in the same year was 47,680?. 

Switzerland, after a period of unexampled commercial prosperity, has 
recently been suffering from the effects of over-speculation. Many laige 
hotels have been closS, or sold at an immense loss, by their first owners ; 
railroads have paid decreasing dividends, or none at all : and the Corpora- 
tions of large towns have found difficulty in meeting their liabilj" 
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LIST OF CANTONS. 



Date of en- 
trance into 
the Confede. 
ration. 


Cantons. 


Extent 

in square 

miles. 


Population 
in 1880. 




Gennan. 


French. 


Italian. 


Bomansch. 


A.D. 1291 
1291 
1309 
1332 
1351 
1352 
1352 
1353 
1481 
1481 
1501 
1501 
1513 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1815 
1815 
1815 


Uri. . . 
Schwyz . . 
Untei-walden . 
Luzern , 
Zttrich . . 
Glarus . 
Zug. . . 
Bern . . 
Fribourg 
Solothum . 
Basel . . 
SchafHiausen . 
Appenzell 
St. Gallen . 
Graubunden . 
Aargau . 
Thurgau 
Ticino . . 
Vaud . . 
Valais . . 
Keuch^tel 
Geneva . 


420 

338 

262 

586 

684 

279 

85 

2,543 

563 

254 

184 

115 

152 

758 

2,665 

501 

268 

1,033 

1,180 

1,988 

250 

91 


23,744 

51,109 

27,321 

134,708 

316,074 

34,242 

22,829 

530,411 

114,994 

80,362 

123,478 

38,241 

64,827 

209,719 

93,864 

198,357 

99,231 

130,394 

235,349 

100,190 

102,744 

99,712 


3,367 

9,895 

6,284 

24,820 

69,295 

8,173 

4,054 

83,688 

6,056 

15,239 

19.275 

8,187 

14,605 

41,215 

9.347 

39,405 

20,006 

108 

1,535 

6,378 

2,628 

978 


• • 
2 

**28 

85 

1 

2 

16,633 

16,682 

65 

257 

18 

3 

40 

29 

36 

8 

16 
48,957 
13,459 
17,045 
20,209 


1 
21 
13 
15 

16 
3 
9 
49 
24 
2 
6 

"2 

31 

3,024 

5 

13 

26,320 

160 

164 

80 

121 


9 
8 

'i 

1 

1 

8,740 

'5 

5 

7 


Total . . . 


15,179 


2,831,787 


384,538 


133,575 


30,079 


8,778 



§ 21. Glossary, 
The following are tome common words and names. 



Abendglvhen—lE,yemng sunset glow. 

Ach — Brook. 

Aiguille — Needle-like rock, generally of 

granite. In Ital. Uja: in the Graian 

Alps, Ouille, 
Alp (or Aim) — ^Mountain pastui-age. 
Alpengimhenr—QXoyt of the Alps by sunrise 

or sunset. 
Alpi — In the Italian Alps, the upper 

pastures as distinguished from the 

lower known as Monti, 
Arete — Ridge, Cumberland Edge. 
AroUa — Name of the Pinus cembra in 

Piedmont and Valais. In the German 

Switzerland, Arven, 

Balm — German for a small cave used by 
shepherds. Beaume in French. 

Bergschrund — A crevasse, like a fosse, at 
the foot of a snow-peak. It is the 



crack foimed where the i\4v6 in down- 
ward movement touches the stationary 
snow and ice plastered on the face of 
the mountain and is often 20 to 50 ft 
wide and of very great depth. 

Caire — ^A rocky peak, S.W. Alps. 

Casera — A large chalet in the Lombard 
Alps. 

Calotte-^Cap, 

Camoscio — > Italian names for the 

Camozza — ) chamois. 

Canale — A valley in the Italian Alps, 

Chalet — ^A summer residence of herds- 
men and cattle, improperly applied 
to any wooden house by travellers. 
The word ought not to be written 
with a circumflex on the a. 

Clapier — Slope of loose broken stones, the 
Cumberland scree. 
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Cluse—Deme, 

Colma — Top, height: Italian = JTtt/m, 

German. 
Combe — Valley. 
Couloir-^k steep guUey, on the side of a 

peak or ridge. 
Crevasse — ^A rent or fissure intersecting a 
glacier, and produced by the motion of 
the ice. In German, Schrund, 
JEck — Comer. 
J^n^tf— Narrow place. 
Etret — ^A narrow defile. 

Ftm — The higher region of a glacier, 
where the snow is passing into ice. In 
Fr. N^v^. 

JTferw^— Glacier-clad chain. 

J'/mA— Cliff. 

Furca—\^^^^ — common name for passes 

jT^ T j which resemble a forked open- 

l ing or furrow, 
Gau — District. 
Gems — German for chamois. 
Gerdll — ^Bed of loose stones. Screes. 
Gestad— j 

Stood — J Landing-place or haibour. 

Stad-^ J 
Glaciere — Caye containing ice. In old 

Swiss books the n^v^s are called Gla- 

ciferes, as distinguished from the ** Gla- 

ciei-s " which descend into the vallevs. 
(?ra6e«— Path of falling stones. In 'the 

Gnsons a stony chasm or rayine : td>el 

is a rayine on a lai^er scale. 
Grot — Ridge, 



^ill\ ^"^' ^*^^^» «-g- Alphubel. 
Isolo — Village between two streams. 
Joch — Yoke. Hence mountain pass. 
Jodeln — ^To shout ina falsetto, like Swiss 

cowherds. 
Lauine or Lawine — ^Ayalanche. 
Louse — Piedmontese and Dauphin^^^ois 

— slate. 
Lei (or Lex) — An enclosed pasture, found 

in Ale'froide, La Lex Blanche, and Pigne 

de I'AllA. 
Lucke — Gap in a ridge = Limmi in 

Gadmenthal = Fenetre or Breche in 

French. 
Mail— Mai, A peak, Maritime Alps. 
Malga — Herdsman's hut in the Lombard 

Alps. 
Mandron — ^A chalet in the £. Alps, clas- 
sical Mandra. 



ifargrana— Shepherd's hut and fold in 
Maritime Alps, whence the manure 
is carried in autumn to the valley. 

Morgum—A small chalet in the Engadine. 

JIfayen—Chalet. 

Montets — Common name for an ascent in 
a defile. Les Montets. 

ifoM/m— Well-like aperture in a glacier, 
caused by the action of water. 

iVa<%/t2A<w— Afterglow of the Alps. 
Nant, a stream. 
N^^^See Fim. 

Otte/fe— -Aiguille: used in the Graian 
Alps. 

PolU (Romansch) — A swamp. 

Paret— Savoyard patois for a wall of rock. 

Pi^^H } ^<>™> or ciest. 

Piz—A peak. 

Pousset — ^Projecting point. 

Roesa — Ruize, Piedmontese'for glacier, 
hence Monte Rosa (called Monts 
Roeses in MS." of XVIII. century) and 
Ruitor and Roisebanque. 

Rwi — Hamlet in Piedmontese Alps. 



Schorte — -A notch in a rocky ridge. 

Scheideck — Ridge, separating valleys ; 
literally dividing edge, from scheiden 
to diyide, and Fck, corner, 

iScftrMjw?— Gulf, crevasse. 

Senner — FocAe?^— Cowherd. 

Serao — ^Tower of a glacier ioe-fall, ice- 
castle ; name derived from a thin cheese 
which splits into rectangulai* pieces. 

;S5to#tf/— Step. 

Steinbock^Germ&n for the ibex. Ron- 
quetin (Fr.), Stamhecco (Ital.). 

^^055— Pasture of small extent. 

Stunde — One houi-'s walk, or a league. 

Tines — ^Les Tines, Common name for a 

defile. 
Tobel^See Graben, 
IhY*— Step. 

ZJa— For Aiguille in the Italian Alps. 
Vastera — A pasture. Maritime Alps. 

TTaTM?— Wall of rock. 
TTy;— Village. 

Za Zan or Oia — A pasture belonging to 
the Commune ; frequent in the Pennine 
Alps ; according to Professor Ascoli the 
same word as the Latin campus. 
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§ 22. ABBREVIATIONS, &c., EMPLOYED IN THE HANDBOOK. 



The points of the compass (not magnetic) are marked by the letters K. S. £. W. 

(rt,) right, (/.) left, — applied to the banks of a river. The right bank is that 
which lies on the right hand of a person whose back is turned towards the source, or 
to the quarter from which the current ^descends. * 

Distances are, as. far .as ppssible, reduced to ^pglish miles; when miles are men- 
tioned, they m^y be understood to be English* and feet to be English feet. 

Where there is a railway, the distances at the head of the chapters are measured 
from the first station or terminus. On olher roads the distances are measured from 
each place to the neit pldce ihentioned. 

The names of Inns precede the description of every place. The best Inns are placed 
fii-st. 

f Denotes, a pier and landing-place for steamers. 

In order to avoid repetition, the book commences with a chapter of preliminary 
information ; and to facilitate reference to it, each division or paragraph is separately 
numbered. 

Each Route is numbered with Arabic figures, con-esponding with the figures at- 
tached to the Route on the Map, which thus serves as an Index ; at the same time 
that it presents a tolerably exact view of the great and minor roads of Switzerland. 

Eng. Ch. S., English Church Service on Sundays. 
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MAPS AND PLANS. 



Cine Map of Switzerland .. .. At the end of Sioitzerland, 

Travelling Map of Savoy and Piedmont At the end of the Book, 

PAGE 

PlanofBdle to face 1 

Falls of the Rhine 21 

PlanofZtirich to face 28 

Lucerne ,, 40 

M.nofI^.ofLncemeandRiM ^ 43_ 



ERRATA. 



Page 47. Fltlelen. The Umer?u>f is closed. 
„ „ Right-hand column, 5th line from foot of page, for 
" 20 minutes " read " 40 minutes.** 
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COBBEOTIONS AND ADDITIONS, 1887. 



VOL. I. 

F. 78, col. 1. A Pension has been 
opened at Isenfluh. 

P. 81, col. 1. Wengen, not Wengern 
(Wengen the Tillage, Wengern Alp, 
the alp of the Tillage). 

P. 84. GrindelwcUd, An English 
Church near the Bear, opened 1887. 

P. 85, col. 2. The Upper Grindelwald 
Glacier is adTancing and well worth a 
Tisit. The first plateau of the glacier 
has been made accessible by means of 
a series of ladders planted against 
the cliffs of tiie Mettenberg. It is 
possible to cross twice and return by 
the Enge path, a fine excursion to be 



recommended to those not subject to 
giddiness. 

P. 86. 2i not 3 hrs. from Faulhom 
to Scheideck Inn. Some of the finest 
Tiews near Grindelwald are on this 
path. 

P. 91. Erase "twice at Bonigin." 

VOL. n. 

p. 326, coL 2. There is no carriage* 
road from Porlezza to Osteno. 

The Bestaurant at Osteno is Tery 
bad, and no carriages are kept there. 
They must be ordered beforehand 
from S. Pedele or Lanzo. 

P. 340. The Inn at Ceppo Morelli is 
better than those at Ponte Grande. 
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SECTION I. 

SWITZERLAND. 



ROUTE 1. 

BALE * TO BERNE, BY THE MUNSfEKTHAL 
AND BIENNE— RAILWAY. 

Basle or BXle (GeriA., Basel ; Ital., 
Basilea). — Hotels : Trois Rois, on the 
bank of the Rhine, fine view, pre- 
ferable for those who halt for more 
than a night ; Storch, Centralhof, 
Schiff. Near the Centr. RIy. Stat. ; 
Euler, Schweizerhof, both good houses ; 
H. National, H. Hofer. In Little 
Bale, on rt. bank of the river, are the 
H. Krafft, good and moderate; H. 
. Schreider, opposite the Baden rly. 
Stat. There is an excellent Buffet at 
the Centr. Rly. Stat. Requisites for 
washing can jJso be procured — a con- 
Yenience to the traveller who arrives 
from Paris by the night train. He 
should remember that his watch will 
be wrong here. (See p. 5.) 

Ung. Ch, S. 

Physician : Dr. Jung. 

Bookseller: Georg (near the Post 
Office), has a very complete collec- 
tion and catalogue of old Alpine litera- 
ture, aiid works relating to Swiss his- 
tory. 

Fiacres to the hotels, 1 fr. 50 c, to 
Klein Basel 2 fr. 

Bale is divided by the Rhine into 
Great B§.le on the 1. bank and 
Iiittle Bale on the rt., connected by a 
wooden bridge, 680 ft. long, partly on 

• Where the French forms of the names 
of Tenionic towns have heen naturalised in 
England, they have been reluctantly retained 
by the present Editor. 
ISwitz.'] 



stone piers. Great B&le is situated on 
high, sloping banks, overlooking the 
Rhine, which rushes past in a full 
broad flood of a clear light gr^n; and 
the view from it is bounded by the hills 
of the Black Forest on the ofie side, 
of the Jura on the other. Its ap- 
pearance is still that of an 0I4 Ger- 
man town. Great B4le and Little 
Bale, with a few miles of territory, 
form the half-canton called. Basel- 
Stadt Pop. (68,000.). The city is the 
residence of many rich merchants, 
bankers, and families of ancient de- 
scent. It is one of the principal 
gates of Switzerland, and has become 
of still greater importance since ike 
Central Alpine line over the St. Go- 
thard has been completed. There are 
few towns better worth a day's halt. 

Starting from the bridge and as- 
cending a narrow street, t^e first 
turning 1. from the bridge, we pass 1. 
the very unpretending University, rt. 
the Museum (see below), and shortly 
reach 

The Miinstir (open 2 to 4, at 
other times 50 centimes), on ilie high 
bank of the Rhine, distinguished by 
its 2 spires (about 220 ft. high) 
and by the deep red colour of the 
sandstone, is very picturesque and 
interesting. It was begun by the 
Empr. Henry 11. in 1010, and conse- 
crated 1019; but the oldest parts now 
existing are probably of the 12th cent. 
It was mostly rebuilt in the beginning • 
of the 14th century, after an earth- 
quake in 1356. Digitized by VjUU^IC 
B 
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The architecture is a mixture of 
the Romanesque and Pointed. The 
W. front, with its towers, its eques- 
trian statues of St. George and St. 
Martin, and other almost grotesque 
carvings, is striking. The porch of St. 
Gallus in the N. transept, with figures 
of Christ in judgment, the Evangelists 
and John the Baptist, and a bas-relief 
of the wise and foolish virgins, is 
probably of the 12th cent. The in- 
terior was restored 1857, apparently 
with care and fidelity. The large 
organ was built 1858. It is occasion- 
ally played from 6 to 7 P.M., adm. 1 fr. 
The pulpit (1324-1486) is of one piece 
of stone, and an elaborate piece of 
work. The choir, with its four re- 
markable columns, is raised to make 
room for the crvpt. In the choir 
were held the pubuc meeting of the 
GouncU of B&le. It contains the 
tomb of the Empress Anne (1281), 
wife of Rudolf of Habsburg, and 
round the nave, on the N. side, 
are many others of noble and royal 
persons ; also one or two quaint 
stone carvings let into the wall, 
particularly one of St. Vincent. 
Against a pillar opposite the Font 
(1465) is the monument of JSt-asmus, 
In the crypt are other tombs, mostly 
of the aristocratic families of Bdle, 
and also the coffins of six of the 
iamily of Baden Durlach. A stair- 
case leads out of the choir into 
the Chapter-house, or Conciliums Saal, 
in which meetings of the committees 
of the Council of Bale, were held 
between 1431 and 1449. It is a low 
room, with 4 Gothic windows,* and dis- 
tinguished not only in an historical 
point of view, but as being quite un- 
altered since the day«of the Council, 
except the restored ceiling. It is now a 
museum, and contains ancient musical 
instruments, some pieces of furniture 
said to have belonged to Erasmus, and 
the six remaining fresco fragments 
of the ori^nal Dance of Death, 
painted on Uie walls of the Dominican 
Church in 1409, in remembrance of the 
plague. The Dance of Death has been 
attributed without cause to Holbein, 
since it existed at the time of the 
Council of Bale, at least 50 years 



before his birth. Underneath the 
Conciliums Saal is die Chapel of St, 
Nicholas, in which many military 
curiosities are preserved, also most 
of the pictures and objects which 
were removed from the church at the 
recent restoration. Also the Xo/fen- 
kdnig, a head which, until 1839, was 
in a window of the town at the end 
of the bridge, and was made to put 
out its tongue and roll its eyes in 
derision of the inhabitants of Klein 
Basel. The inhabitants of Klein 
Basel are said to have put up on 
their side, in revenge, a figure making 
an indecent gesture of contempt. 

On the S. side of the Church are 
extensive and picturesque *Cloisters 
— a succession of quadrangles and 
open halls — which, with the space 
they enclose, served for centuries as 
a burial-place for the rich burghers, 
and are filled with their monuments ; 
among which are those of the three 
Reformers, OBcolampadius (Haus- 
schein),Grynseus, and Meyer, and that 
of the great Hebraist Buxtorf. The 
cloisters were constructed in the 14th 
centy., and extend to the veree of the 
hill overlooking the river. Tixej may 
have been the favourite resort of Eras- 
mus. 

Bemouilli is buried in St. Peter's 
Church. CEcolampadius first preached 
the Reformation m St. Martins Church, 

Behind the Miinster is a Terrace^ 
called Die PfaiZj 75 ft. above the river, 
commanding a beautiful view over the 
Rhine, the town, and the Black Forest 
hills, among them the Blauen. Close 
to it is the Club caUed Lesegesellschaft^ 
with a library of 30,000 books. Re- 
turning towards the bridge, we come 
to the 

Museum (Picture gallery open Sun. 
10-12, Wed. 2-4 ; collection of en- 
gravings Thurs. 2-5 ; at other times 
1 franc adm. Nat. Hist, collections 
open every day with fee. Library, 
week da^s 10-12). The most inter- 
esting of'^its contents are a collection 
of Paintings and Drawings by the younger 
Holbein — ^formed chiefly by his friend 
Boniface Amerbach, whose portrait 

Digitized by viiUUQlt^ 
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is one of Holbein's masterpieces. Obs, 
the Passion of Christ, in 8 compart- 
ments, full of life, but harsh in 
colour ; also 8 sepia drawings of the 
same subject; — a dead Christ, for- 
merly in the Miinster ; a Last Sup- 
per, Holbein's Wife and Children, 
with countenances full of grief (1526) ; 
portraits of Erasmus, of Froben the 
printer, excellent — of a Mile, von Of- 
fenburg, inscribed <*Lais Corinthiaca," 
very good ; the same lady as Venus 
with Cupid; two representations of 
a School, painted 1517, as a sign for 
a schoolmaster's door in the town of 
Bale. Holbein's table — a table painted 
in his youth with scenes from the life 
of a Swiss burgher family. Here also 
are portraits of Luther and his wife, 
• by L. Cromoich ; and of Zwingli ; also 
the following works — 102, the Bap- 
tist preaching, Breughel; 117, Street 
Musicians, Eonthorst; 195, Man's Por- 
trait, Sir A. More ; 216, Madonna, 
Child and Saints, L, Mazzolini; 282, 
Adoration of the Shepherds, Mabuse ; 
and good pictures by Calame and Vait- 
tier. 

Among Holbein 8 Drawings are — his 
own portrait — a work of the very highest 
excellence ; heads of the family Meyer 
— a beautiful pen-and-ink drawing, 
sketched for tho celebrated picture 
now in the Dresden Gallery ; original 
sketch for the picture of the fanmy of 
Sir Thomas More — the names of the 
different personages are written on 
their dresses ; 5 sketches for the fres- 
coes which formerly decorated the 
Bathhaus in B&le, witn one or two frag- 
ments of the frescoes themselves ; 
sketches in ink for glass windows, for 
the sheaths of daggers, for the organ 
in the Miinster ; the Costumes of 
Bale ; &c. &c. Holbein* was bom at 
Augsburg in 1494 or 95, and removed 
1520 to B4le : his circumstances were 
by no means prosperous; he was 
even reduced to work as a house- 
painter. Erasmus, writing from Bd.le 
a letter of introduction for the painter 
to one of his friends, complains that 
•« hie frigent artes," and the want of 

•See Kngler'8 * Handbook of Painting/ 
vol. ii., Ocnnaa ScbooL 



encouragement drove Holbein to seek 
his fortune in England, 1526^ where 
he met with high patronage, and died 
of the Plague 1543. His native city 
showed its esteem for his talents by 
granting him a salary of 50 gulden 
per an., and by making him a citizen 
and member of the Painters' Guild. 

Among other things deservingnotice 
are the bronzes, pottery, coins, &c., 
from Augst, site of the Boman Augusta 
Sauracorum, 7 miles from Bftle ; a sil- 
ken embroidered banner, given by 
Pope Julius IL ( 1515 ) to the Balois ; 
some old church -plate — ^part of the 
Dom-Schatz — a silver cup of open 
work is the oldest piece (13th cent.) ; 
St. Anne with the Virffin and ChUd ; 
and a relic-box with reuefs, 13th cen- 
tury ; a suit of chain-mail, once gilt, 
witn plate-mail beneath it, worn by 
Charles the Bold at the battle of 
Nancy. 

A copy of the 'Praise of Folly, 
with illustrations by Holbein, and also 
autographs of Luther, Melancthon, 
Erasmus, and Zwingli, aro exhibited 
in cases. 

The Library contains 95,000 volumes 
— among them, the Acts of the Council 
of B&le, 3 vols., with chains attached 
to the binding, many important MSS., 
of which there is a catalogue, and 
a few of the books of Erasmus, 

The University of Bale, in a poor 
building, nearly opposite the Museum, 
founded 1460, was the first great semi- 
nary established in Switzerland: it 
enjoyed a high reputation under Eras- 
mus, and numbered among its pro- 
fessors in more recent times the names 
of Euler and BemouUli, the mathema- 
ticians, who were natives of Bd^le. 
Schdnbein^ the discoverer of gun-cotton 
and of ozone, was a professor. 

Returning to the main street at the 
bridge, the Eisengasse, and ascending 
it, we pass on the rt. the I^ischmarkt, 
a small square with Gothic fountain, 
and turning 1. into the Freiestrasse 
reach the Market-place and 

RaihhauSf a late Gothic building 
date 1508. Tfe§tiMt»rior is painted 
B 2 
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The frieze displays the emblazoned 
shields of the original cantons. The 
armorial bearing of canton B41e is said 
to represent the case of a cross-bow. 
On tne old staircase open rt. some 
ancient and almost unaltered rooms 
now employed as offices, and 1. the 
Great Council-Room (Stadt-RatJissaal) 
ornamented on the walls and roof with 
humorous reliefs carved in wood by 
Mat. Qiger (1609), and by painted 
windows bearing the coats of the 13 
old Swiss cantons, with supporters. 
At the foot of the stairs is a statue of 
Munatius Flancus, the foimder, ac- 
cording to tradition, of B^e and of 
the Roman colony of Augst. 

In the same street, rt., is the Post 
Office, a very ancient building, for- 
merly the custom-house, with a new 
front. Passing through it, and ob- 
serving the back, we see opposite, 
up a courtyard, the Schmiede-Zunft, or 
Smiths' Hall; andinth^ same street is 
another old hall, the Gartner-Zimft ; 
and in the town many others of the 
guilds or Ziinfte, dating usually from 
the 16th cent, and almost unaltered. 
The interiors are worth a visit, and 
the attendants are glad to show them 
for a small payment. 

Not far oflF towards the W. of the 
town is the Arsenal (Zeughaus). 

A little way from the Arsenal are 
Rome very ancient com stores, and 
beyond them the fountain called Spah- 
lenfmmnen, with the figure of a bag- 
piper, copied from a design of Hol- 
bem or Albert Diirer, and of elegant 
workmanship. Beyond this is the 
*Spahlenthor, i.e. St» Paulusthor (1400), 
which retains its advanced work or 
Barbican, similar to those which for- 
merly existed at York, and, with its 
double portcullis and two flanking 
towers, IS particularly picturesque. 
The town was surrounded with regu- 
lar fortifications of early date, pre- 
serving the mediaeval gates. The 
fortifications have since 1850 been 
mostly levelled and converted into 
streets. The Alban Thor, at the 
E. of the town, is left standing, 
and a garden has been laid out 



around it. There is a stork's nest 
on the roof. 

The Barfusserkirche, in the Spital- 
gasse, is a noble building, well worth 
examination. St, Elisabeth is a modem 
Gothic church of some interest. St, 
Leonard's Churchyard and cloister are 
ver^ quiet and pretty. Bemouilli is 
buried in St. Peter's Ch. (Ecolampa- 
dius first preached the Reformation 
in St, Martinis Ch, 

Erasmus resided in the house Zur 
Luft, No. ISyBaiimleingasse, andFro- 
benius printed in it one of the first 
Bibles. The building called Kirsch- 
garten was erected by the father of 
the distinguished African traveller, 
Burckhardt, who was bom here. 

A handsome Hospital has been built 
on the site of the palace of the Mar- 
graves of Baden. 

Down to 1798 the clocks of B&le 
went an hour in advance of those in 
other Swiss towns. This singular cus- 
tom, according to one tradition, arose 
from a conspirac;^ to open the eates 
to an enemy at midnight having heen 
defeated by the clock striking 1 in- 
stead of 12. According to another 
account, the clocks were put on at the 
time of the Council, in consequence 
of the unpunctual habits of the Fathers 
of the Church. 

Since the Reformation, Bllle has 
been regarded as the stronghold of 
Methodism in Switzerland. It pos- 
sesses many well-endowed religious 
benevolent societies and institutions. 
The Protestant Missionary and Bible 
Society has its head-quarters here. At- 
tached to it is the School for Mission^ 
aries at St. Cfirischona, 4 m. from B&le. 
The spirit of trade has always gone, 
however, hand-in-hand with that of 
religion — and Bale has been called a 
city of usurers ; 5 per cent, was styled 
a " Christian usance " (einen Christ^ 
lichen Zins), and a proclamation oF 
the magistrates (1682-84) denouncecl 
those VTho lent money at a discount of 
4 or 3^ per cent, as " selfish, avari- 
cious, and dangerous persfm;^^' 
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Like many other Swiss towns, B&le 
18 much indebted to the liberality of 
Its citizens, who continually bestow 
gifts and legacies for the public 
benefit. The Munster has been re- 
stored, and the Museum built and 
endowed by private means alone. 

There is very good trout and gray- 
ling fishing in the Birs, and also in the 
Wiese, about 3 m. from Bale, on the 
rt. bank of the BhUie. 

^ffenthaler, Klingelberger, and ifarA- 
grafterare 3 good Baden wines, grown 
on the W. slopes of the Black Forest. 
Bale Leckerli is a ginger cake. 

^ilway8.—A. Central Station. 
—Pirect line to Paris; by Delle and 
Troyes. To Calais, express in 15 
hrs. (iFrench time is 26 min. behind, 
German time 4 minutes faster than, 
that of Bale.) To Strassburg ; to 
Lyons, in 1 day, by Belfort, Besan^on, 
and Dijon; to Olten, Zurich, Lucerne, 
Berne, Neuchfttel and Lausanne. 
B. — ^Bad£n terminus in Little Bale 
or Klein-Basel, N. of the Bridge ; to 
Freiburg, Baden, Heidelberg, Frank- 
furt ; to Schaffhausen, the Rhine Fall, 
and Constance (Rte. 7). The two sta- 
tions are connected by a loop line with 
a bridge over the Ehine. 

Sistory, — The first building known 
to history on the site of ]^e was a 
Roman fort erected a.d. 358. After 
the destruction of the neighbouring 
town of Augusta Bauracorum in the 
5th century, a bishop fixed his seat 
beside the old fortress. A town 
grew up under the walls of his palace, 
and, despite numerous calamities from 
sword, earthquakes, and pestilence, 
rapidly increased in importance. Its 
bishops were ranked by Charles the 
Great among his great nobles. Its 
history throughout the middle ages 
consists chiefly of struggles between 
the bishops and the townspeople, in 
which the latter were ever gaining 
ground. In 1356 an earthquake de- 
stroyed all but a hundred houses. 
Those left standing were attacked by 
fire, and so utter was the ruin of the 
city that it was proposed to rebuild 
it on a new site, Yrom 1431-43 the 



Council of Bdle sat ; and one of the 
prelates who attended it, afterwards 
Pope Pius U., has left us a description 
of the new city and its citizens. In 
1460 the University was founded by 
a bull of the same Pope, on the model 
of that of Bologna. In 1501 the town 
joined the Swiss Confederation. The 
bishops shortly afterwards retired to 
Pruntrut, and the town enjoyed for 
many years great prosperity and was 
the seat of much commercial and in- 
tellectual activity. Holbein, Erasmus, 
and the reformer CBkolampadius were 
among its citizens. 

During the 17th century the govern- 
ing oligarchy ruled with a tight hand, 
and a prolonged struggle ensued be- 
tween the lower classes and their op- 
pressors. By the beginning of the 
18th century the population had de- 
creased by one-haul After the close 
of the Napoleonic wars Basel-Stadt 
arrogated to itself a permanent m^o- 
rity of three to two members in the 
Great Council. Basel - Landschaft 
waited its opportunity, and in 1831 re- 
volted. The Federal troops occupied 
the district, and the Diet decreed the 
separation of the two disputants. The 
citizens declined to see their ancient 
power thus curtailed and marched 
against their neighbours. They were 
severely defeated, leaving 400 dead 
on the field. The FederS. army now 
intervened in overwhelming force, 
and the separation of Basel-Stadt and 
Basel-Landschaft into two indepen- 
dent half-cantons was carried into 
effect in 1833. The peculiarity of the 
half-cantons is that each sends an 
independent member to the Standerath 
in place of the whole canton returning 
two. 

Owing Jto its j>09ition at the junction 
of the various lines converging on 
Switzerland, B&le -has, since 1850, 
grown rapidly in' wealth and popula- 
tion. Its manufactories turn out yearly 
2,000,000/. worth of ribbons. Itsgrowth 
has, as usual, been effected at the sacri- 
fice of much of its picturesqueness ; the 
old walls are ^one, and the charm of 
the solitary bridge has been interfered 
with by two modern rivals. The 
interior of the old city still, however 
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retains its former character, and the 
view from the Cathedral terrace can- 
not easily be destroyed. 

Environs. — On the Val Moutiers 
road, 10 min. from the Aeschen Thor 
(the S. Gate), a monumental group by 
the sculptor Schloth was erected 1872 
to the memory of the Swiss who fell 
in the Batile of St. Jacob, 1444. (Rte. 3.) 

On the same road, near Domach, 
4 m. are Arlesheim, residence of the 
Bishops of Bale between 1678 and 
1792 ; and the English gardens of the 
Chateau of Birseck. 

About 3 m. from the town, just 
within the German frontier, is Hanin- 
gen, once a strong fortress, afterwards 
under the French a great establish- 
ment for pisciculture. 21,600,000 im- 
pregnated eggs were distributed by 
its agency in 3 years. It is near the 
Stat of St. Louis, on the 1. bank of the 
Bhine. 

The salt-works of Schweizerhalle 
are 3 m. S.E. of the town on the 1. 
bank of the Rhine. They were 
established by the Baron von Glenck 
of Gotha, who began a series of borings 
in 1821 to reach the salt-bed which 
extends below the cantons of Aargau, 
Schaffhausen, Berne, and even v a- 
lais. He was successful in 1 835, and 
had a concession of the beds for 70 
years on paying a tax of one-tenth of 
the raw produce, and supplying the 
canton at the rate of 2 fr. 70 c. the 
cwt. The total produce is 207,000 cwt. 

Augst (Rte. 5), site of a Roman 
town, is a little further up the Rhine, 
1} m. from Pratelen, the first stat. on 
the Swiss rly. 

Eng. m. 
Bale to Bbbks. 

Belemont Janet 28 

Sonoebos Junct 43 

Bienne Janet 63 

fierne 76 

This finely engineered line will be 
taken by those wno wish to see some- 
thing of the beauties of the Val 
Moutiers. With stoppages at the 
different junctions, the journey takes 
nearly 5 hours. 

The valley of the Bvrs, commonly 
called the Val Moutiers {Milnsterthal, 



in Germ.), through which this excel- 
lent road passes, is one of the most 
romantic in the Jura. It consists of 
a series of narrow and rocky defiles, 
alternating with open basins, covered 
with black forests above, and verdant 
meadows below, enlivened by villages, 
mills, and forges. A road was orinn- 
ally carried through the Val Moutiers 
by the Romans, to keep up the com- 
munication between Aventicum (Rte. 
46), the Helvetian capital, and Augst 
(Rte. 5), their great fortified outpost 
on the Rhine. 

On leaving B&le the road and rail 
pass the scene of the memorable fight 
of St. Jacob (Rte. 3). 

4 m. farther, near Beinach, on 
the opposite bank of the Birs, is 
another battle-field — that of Domach 
— where the Swiss gained a victory 
over a much larger Austrian force in 
1499, during the Suabian war. The 
bone-house, near the Capuchin con- 
vent, is fiUed with skulls gathered from 
the field. In the ch. of Domach Mau- 
pertuis the mathematician (d. at Bd.le 
1759) is buried. A monument, set up 
to his memory by his friend Bemouilli, 
was destroyed by the cure of the vil- 
lage, who was in the habit of repair- 
ing his kitchen floor with slabs from 
the churchyard. It has been re- 
placed by a fresh monument at the 
expense of canton Soleure. 

Beyond Aesch the ruin of the 
Castle of Angenstein is seen 1., and 
VEvechi, that part of the canton 
Berne which anciently belonged to 
the Prince Bishop of Bale is entered ; 
the valley contracts, and increases 
in picturesque beauty. Zwingen and 
its castle are passed, and 1. a road by 
the Fasswand to Ballstall and Olten. 

Lauffen, — a curious, old, and dirty 
walled village. Inn, Sonne. 

Soyhiere (Germ. Saugern), Inn (Croix 
Blanche). Here is the division of lan- 
guages: part of the inhabitants speak 
German, part French. 

A contracted pass, the rocks of 
which on the rt are surmounted by a 
convent, leads into the open basin of 



Switzerland, route 1. — bIle to berne. moutiers grandval. 



Delemont Junct, Stat, (Delsberg) 
(Inns : Faucon, good ; Ours. [From 
this a line branches off to JPorrentruy 
(G. Pruntrut), {Inn: Ours), a Jura 
town of 5500 Inhab., chiefly Catholics, 
and thence to Monbeliard in France. 
The line passes by the foot of Mont 
Terrible.] Fine view of the Jura and 
gorge of Moutiers, The bishop-princes 
of B^e had a palace here. In the 
neighbourhood of Bellerive many Cel- 
tic remains have been found, particu- 
larly at Creux Belin and Boche de 
Courroux, opposite Vorbourg. 

Courrendelin (Germ. JRennendorf. 
Inn: Cerf). Here we enter a de- 
file higher, grander, and more wild 
than any that have preceded it. This 
is, properly speaking, the commence- 
ment of the Y al Moutiers. Precipices 
overhang the line, and forests of fir 
cover the mountains above. In the 
midst of the gorge are the iron fur- 
naces and forges of Les Bondes, 
supplied with ore in the shape of 
small granulated red stones, vary- 
ing from the size of a pea to that of 
a cherry. The rent by which the 
Jura has been cleft from top to bot- 
tom, so as to allow a passage for the 
Birs, exhibits marks of some great 
convulsion, by which the strata of 
limestone (Jura-kalk) have been 
thrown into a nearly vertical posi- 
tion. The gorge terminates in an- 
other open basin, in the midst of 
which lies Moutiers. [Direct road to 
the Weissenstein andSoleure branches 
off beyond the gorge, about 1 mile 
before reaching] 

Moutiers Grandval Stat., or MUnster 
(Inn: Cerf, fair), a village of 1250 
Inhab., named from a very ancient 
Munster of St. Germanus on the height, 
founded in the 7th century, and now 
fast fallinff to ruin. [There is a good 
car-road from Moutiers to the summit 
of the Weissenstein (Bte. 2), a distance 
of 10 m. (3 hrs.), up-hill nearly the 
whole way, but fit for the cars of the 
country, one of which, drawn by 2 
horses, may be hired to go and return 
for 20 fr. It passes Grandval (Grossau) 
and Gansbrunnen. Diligence daily to 



Olten in 6i hrs., passing Gansbrun- 
nen.] 

At the upper end of the basin of 
Moutiers the old road went through 
another defile, equally grand, at tne 
bottom of which the Birs foams and 
rushes, overhung by perpendicular 
cliffs and funereal firs.] 

Court. ^ The valley to the E. of 
Court, called Chaluat (Tschaywo), is 
inhabited by the descendants of the 
Anabaptists, expelled from Berne in 
1708-11. They speak French, and 
are disting^shed by their industry 
and simple manners. 

MdUeray (Inn : Lion d'Or, capital 
trout). 

Tavamnes Stat.y or Dachsfelden = 
badger's field, 2523 ft. {Inn : Cour- 
onne, pretty good), 

[From Delemont to Tavannes there 
is a road along the valley of the Some^ 
through Bassecaurt, It passes the 
ironworks of Untervelier (2 hrs. 40 
min.), built in a narrow gorge ; then 
ascends through the gorge otFichouXf 
in 2 hrs. to Bellelay on a bleak table- 
land (3500 ft.). This was formerly a 
convent of Premonstratensian canons, 
built in 1136 ; it is now converted 
into an excellent brewery and a glass 
manufactory. Cheeses, called tetes de 
moines, are exported. Hence 1 hr. 
down to Tavannes.] 

[The carriage-road quits the valley, 
mounting up a steep ascent, in the 
middle of which it passes under the 
singular archway in the solid rock, 
cal&d 

Pierre Pertuis (Pertusa = bored 
through^. Probably a natural opening, 
enlarged by one of the Roman JDuum- 
virs. The ^artlj defaced inscription 
on the N. side is read as follows by 
Gruter :— 

NVMiNi Avav 

STOBUM 
VIA . FACTA . PER 
C , , VR . . . . VM , PATERNUM 
II . VIR . COL . HELYIgic 
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*' In honour of the Caesars this passage 
was made by * * * Patemus, Duum- 
yir of the Colony of the Helvetii." The 
archway is about 40 ft. high and 10 or 
12 thick, and marked the boundary 
which separated the Bauraci, whose 
territory extended to Bale, from the 
Sequani. It was fortified by the 
Austrians in 1813. Here is the water- 
shed, 2834 ft., dividin? the streams of 
the Birs from those of the Suze.] 

The railway passes by a tunnel, 
nearly a mile long, to 

Sonceboz Junct Stat. — Change of 
carriages for Bienne (/nn : Couronne, 
good, R. Restaurant) — in the Protes- 
tant and charming Yal St Imier 
(Germ. Erguel), up which a rly. runs 
to Chaux de Fonds (Rte. 50). The 
engines on it are of a peculiar 
construction, in order to surmount 
the heavy gradients. Many of the 
inhabitants, as in other villages 
of this neighbourhood, are em- 
ployed in watch-'makin?. [The old 
road to Bienne descend the valley 
along the 1. bank of the Sutze^ whicn 
forms several small cascades. The 
projecting rock of RondchHtel was 
occupied in feudal times by a fort, 
and held by the powerful Bishops 
of B&le, to whom it gave the com- 
mand of this pass. The View from 
the old road on the last slope of the 
Jura, over Bienne and its lake, vnth 
St. Peter's Isle, and the district 
watered by the Aar, Emme, and 
Zihl, backed in clear weather by 
the snowy range of the Alps, from 
Mont Blanc to the Titlis, is exceed- 
ingly beautiful. On the bare lime- 
stone slope of the Jura, close to the 
road, are many granite boulders. 
(See § 12.)] 

The line now follows the river to 

Bencherette Stat. Thence by two 
Other tunnels into another valley, 
then by a lofty bridge over the foam- 
ing stream of the Scheuss, Soon after 
this is a fine view over the lake, and 
the line descends through rocks and 
hy cuttings and tunnels, crossing the 
canal of the Scheuss to 



Bienne Junction Stat, (G. Biet). Good 
BuflFet {Tnns: •Couronne; Schweizer- 
hof; Croix-Blanche). An industrious 
town, and Junction station of the Cen- 
tral and Bemer-Staats Rlys. (Pop. 
11,623), and prettily situated at the 
mouth of the valley of the Suze, at the 
foot of the Jura, here mantled with 
vines, and about half a mile from the 
foot of the lake of Bienne (Rte. 48). 
It is approached by several shady 
avenues. Bienne, having been ruled 
by bishops of Bale (1272-1285), be- 
came a free Imperial city in 1285. The 
citizens formed a perpetual alliance 
with Berne in 1352, for the defence of 
their liberties, in revenge for which 
the town was burnt by its liege lord. 
The Reformation further weakened 
the connection between the town and 
its ecclesiastical ruler, and at the be- 
ginning of the 17th century his autho- 
rity became nominal. 

The low country near Bienne,known 
as Seeland or Das grosse Moos, in 
the triangle between the three lakes 
of Neuchatel, Bienne, and Morat, was 
formerly subject to frequent inunda- 
tions, and little better than a great 
swamp. Since 1868 it has been re- 
claimed by a series of great engineer- 
ing works, at a cost of 560,000?,, of 
which 200,0002. are contributed by the 
State, under the direction of the en- 
gineer La Nicca. Prom Aarberg to 
the Lake of Bienne, and from the Lake 
to Buren, two canals, each more than 
5 m. long, have been cut. Through 
these the Aar now flows. All three 
lakes have been connected by canals, 
and their surfaces lowered 7 ft. 

[The Chasseral (or Gestler), one of 
the highest mountains of the Jura, 
may be ascended from Bienne. It is 
5279 ft. above the sea. The view 
embraces Mont Blanc on the rt., the 
Bernese Alps and Pilatus and Rigi. 
There is a carriage-road as far as the 
village of Nods, about 3 hrs. ; thence a 
footpath, about 1 hr., to the top. You 
may descend to Neuveville on the 
lake and rly. via Nods.] 

From Bienne, railway to Neu- 
ch&tel, Yverdon (Rte. 49), Lausanne 
and Geneva; to Soleure and 01ten« 
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The Rly, from Bienne to Berne (4 
trains daily, 1 hr. 10 or 20 min.) 
crosses at Brugg Stat, the new Aar, 
which flows out of the Lake of B. at 
Xiidau iinn: Bar), the port of Bienne, 
with an old castle. Xt next crosses 
the old bed of the Aar by a lattice- 
bridge 800 ft. long, near Busswyl 
Stat, (fine view on 1.), and ascends its 
rt. bank to 

Lyss Junct, Stat. Here the direct 

line from Soleure to Morat, Lausanne 

and Yverdon is crossed (see Rte. 46). 

• Then follow the Stations of Suberg, 

Schiipfen, and Munchenbuchsee. 

Zollikofen Junct. Stat. Here the Cen« 
tral rly. from Olten (Rte. 4) falls 
in. A little N. of this lies 

Hofwyl jlong well known as the agri- 
cultural and educational institution of 
the late M. de Eellenberg. The sur- 
rounding district was little better 
than a bog when M. de f ellenberg 
settled here in 1799; but he gradually 
brought it into cultivation; and an 
English agriculturist, who had been 
sent abrotul to investigate the state 
of farming on the Contment, reported 
that here alone he had seen really 
good ploughing. 

The rly. leaves on rt. the pic- 
turesque peninsula of Enge, nearly 
surrounded by the Aar. At Tie- 
fenau a lofty Road-bridge of 3 arches, 
a noble structure, has been thrown 
over the river. Nearly opposite the 
2T. extremity of the Enge lies 
Heichenbach, which belonged to Ru- 
dolph of Erlach, the hero of the 
battle of Laupen (1339), murdered 
Here, in his old age, by his son-in- 
law, Jost von Rudenz, with the very 
sword which he had wielded at that 
glorious victory. The assassin was 
pursued, as he fled from the scene of 
t is crime, by the two bloodhounds of 
the aged warrior, which broke loose at 
tbeir master's cries. They tracked 
the miurderer's footsteps of their own 
accord, and after some hours returned 
ijvith gore-stained lips, and nothing 
more was heard or known of Jost von 



Rudenz. Rudolph was buried at the 
neighbouring church of Bremgarten, 
where a stone in the N. wall of the 
chancel marks the spot. 

The great bridge over the Aar 
carries the rly. on the top, and the 
carriage-road on a lower story, into 

Bebne Terminus. (Rte. 24.) 



ROUTE 2. 

bIlB to olten, 80LEOBE AND BIENNE, 
BY OENSINQEN :— RAILWAY. — ^THB 
WEISSENSTEIN. 

£ng.in. 
Olten. 

Soleure 29 

42 



As far as Olten the railway is 
described in Rte. 3. A new line of 
rly. was opened in 1876, avoiding 
Herzogenbuchsee. It follows the val- 
ley of the Diinnern to 

Oensingen Stat, The rly. crosses a 
ridge into the valley of the Aar, 

Wargen Stat, to 

Soleuhe Junction (Germ. Soio' 
thum). A short branch line leads to 
the Berne line at Bwgdorf (^Inns : 
Couronne, good and moderate: Cerf ; 
Bargezi, opposite the stat., mode- 
rate). Soleure, the capital of the 
canton, is prettily situated on the 
Aar, at the foot of the Jura range, 
1397 ft. above the sea, and has 7700 
Inhab. In the middle of the 17th 
century it was surrounded by fortifi* 
cations of great extent, which took 
60 years to complete, and consumed 
vast sums of money. They are now 
removed for the most part. It is on 
the whole a dull town, with little 
trade and few manufactures, except 
of lenses and mathematical instru- 
ments. At the end of the principal 
street, approached b^ a flight of steps, 
flanked by fountams representing 
Moses striking the rock, and Gideon 
wringing the dew from the fleece, 



stands the 
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Minster of St Ursus (the saint was 
a soldier of the Theban legion), in 
the Florentine style, finished 1773, by 
Pisconi, of Aneona ; it is distinguished 
by its size, and on the whole is hand- 
some. In the Sacristy are some fine 
Missals. 

The Jesmts^ Church ( Jesuiten Barche) 
has a genuine Holbein, Christ on the 
Cross, 1522. 

The Clock Tower (Zeitglockenthurm), 
in the market-place bears a German 
inscription, which attributes its foun- 
dation to a period 500 years before 
Christ; it may owe its origin to the 
Burgundian kings. It is square, 
and constructed of the most solid 
masonry, rough outside, originally 
without window or other opening, 
for 80 feet If we are to believe 
the two Latin verses on the front .of 
this building, Soleure' is the most 
ancient city in N.W. Europe except 
Treves : 

In Celtls nihil est Solodoro aniiquius, unis 
Exceptis Treviris, quorum ego dicta soror. 

By the side of the clock are some 
quamt figures. One raises a sceptre 
at the striking of the hour, and at 
every quarter Death turns his glass. 

The Arsenal (Zeughaus), a gable- 
fronted house (b. 1580), not far from 
the Minster, contains the most ex- 
tensive and curious collection of 
ancient armour in Switzerland. Here 
are shown numerous standards, taken 
by the Swiss in their victories over 
the Burgundians and Austrians, at 
Sempach, Morat, Nancy fbearinff the 
portrait of Charles the Bold — witn St. 
George and the Dragon), and Grand- 
son. Some of these, in order to pre- 
serve them, have been fastened to 
pieces of coarse canvas; the yellow 
fiag with the Imperial eagle was 
brought from Dornach. Among 800 
suits of armour are many Prench and 
Burgundian. There are a few suits of 
chain-mail, and a great man^ of the 
commoner sort worn by serving-men 
or Landsknechts. More than 100 
heads are said to have fallen under 
an executi&ner^s sword here preserved. 
Several specimens of wall pieces, or 



long swivels, for the defence of a 
fortress, are curious. Some of the 
armour is for sale. On entering a 
room on the second floor the visitor 
may be astonished by an automaton 
soldier, who turns his head and pre- 
sents arms as the door opens.. 

The Museum, in the Orphan Asylum 
(Waisenhaus), close to the bridge 
over the Aar, contains the finest col- 
lection of Jura fossils in existence — 
15,000 specimens, chiefly ftom quar- 
ries near Soleure. There are nearly 
thirty specimens of fossil turtle, rarely 
found elsewhere, together with teeth 
and palates of fish, and numerous 
fragments of saurians, derived from 
a formation which is believed to cor- 
respond with the Portland stone of 
England. The jaws of mammalia are 
said to come from the same locality (?). 
A suite of specimens of the rocks of 
the Alps was collected in numerous 
journeys by Professor Hugi, a native 
of Soleure, to whom belongs the 
merit of forming and arranging this 
cabinet 

The Art Union (Kunst - verein) 
possesses a Madonna, by the younger 
Holbein, 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Bale 
lives here. The clergy are numerous 
and powerful, both in the town and 
canton. There are several convents. 

Soleure was long the head-quarters 
for enlisting Swiss recruits in the 
foreign service of France, Spain, 
the Pope, and Naples, in which 
countries a body-guard of Swiss was 
always maintained. The town of So- 
leure was an ancient Imperial city, but 
had been long allied to Berne, and in 
1481 became, with its surrounding 
country, a Swiss canton. Until 1793 
the government of Soleure was the 
closest and the worst in Switzerland. 
It was partially restored in 1814, but 
completely altered and rendered de- 
mocratic in 1831, and has been since 
repeatedly modified. 

Thaddem Kosciusko^ the Polish 
patriot, spent the last years of his life 
here; his hops!©^ where he died, 1817, 
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is near the Post-office, No. 10, Bieler- 
strasse. His entraUs were interred in 
the churchyard of Zuchwyl, 1 m. E. 
of Solenre, under a monument in- 
scribed " Viscera Thaddei Kosciusko.** 
His body was sent to Cracow, and 
buried iii the Cathedral. 

About 2 miles N.E. of Soleure lies 
the Bermitage of St Verena, at the 
end of a pretty yalley, which cuts 
through a hiU between the town and 
Jura range. It is about 1 m. from 
the B&le gate to the entrance of this 
valley, which is hemmed in by rocks, 
embowered in trees, and traversed by 
a sparkling rivulet. A path which 
runs up itj was originally formed by 
a French emigre, who, at the out- 
break of the Revolution, sought an 
asylum here. It winds through the 
wood, passing here and there a 
boulder stone which bears an inscrip- 
tion — one to Gressly, the geologist ; 
another to Qluz-Blozheim, the his- 
torian. The valley abounds in caves 
and grottoes, partly artificial, and at 
its further extremity, within a natural 
shelf of over-arching cliff, stands the 
little Chapel of St. Verena, and opposite 
to it, buUt against the rock, and ap- 
proached by a flight of steps, one to 
St. Martin. The scene is very pretty. 
The valley opens by a kind of portal 
to a rolling expanse of meadow, be- 
yond which rises the craggy front of 
the Jura. A good path runs from the 
chapel to the Weissenstein, ascending 
by a limestone cleft up which the 
telegraph wire is carried. St. Verena 
was a pious maiden who accompanied 
the Theban lejgion, and, according to 
the legend^ suffered severe temptation 
in this solitude, from the devil, who, 
on one occasion, was on the point of 
carrying her off, when she saved her- 
self by clinginfi^ fast to the rock,where 
the hole ma<to by her finger-nails 
still remains. On the way to the her- 
mitage, near the village of St Nicolas, 
are the Wengenstem, one of the boulder 
stones so numerous on the flanks of the 
Jura, occupying a pretty point of view, 
and the uMtteau of Fa/cfoc*, of which 
the old-fashioned gardens, laid out in 
terraces, arc worth notice. 



l^The Weissenstein, — The most inter- 
esting excursion in the neighbour- 
hood of Soleure is that to the hotel 
on the Weissenstein (8 m., 3 hrs.) 
(Whiterock, so named from its cliffs 
of limestone). There is a good car- 
riage-road (omnibus in the afternoon 
from the rly. stat, 2-horse carriages 
20 francs) passing through the vil- 
lages Laneendorf and Oberdorf, be- 
hind which it is carried up through 
a wood in a series of zigzags. To 
the rt. of this road is a direct path by 
which pedestrians may reach the top 
easily in 2i hrs. (guide or porter 
5 fr. ; 3 more if he is detained for the 
night) ; the path starts from the Her- 
mitage of St. Verena. 

The hotel was built at the expense 
of the town, and occupies a beautiful 
and commanding position on the brow 
of the mountain, 4209 ft. above the 
sea, and in the midst of green slopes, 
which, stretching far away, afford the 
most delightfol walking and riding. 
The house has 80 be(&ooms, but it 
is so favourite a pension (6 fr. pjer 
day) as to be occasionally filled by its 
Swiss and German visitors. It is 
rented by the landlord of the Couronne 
at Soleure. The dairy is supplied by 
60 cows, fed on the mountain, so that 
milk axLd cream may be had in per- 
fection. 

In the summer invalids resort hither 
for the benefit of the fine air, or the 
"cure de petit lait" (goats'-whey), 
which is recommended in certain com- 
plaints. But the greater number of 
visitors come for the view, remaining 
on the summit one night to enjoy the 
sunset and sunrise. 

The Hdihifluh, 4587 ft;., i hour's 
walk E., or the ffasenmatte (Hare's- 
pasture; 4754 ft), 2 hours' walk W. 
of the inn, conunand magnificent 
distant prospects of the Alps. The 
great chain of snowy peaks is seen 
extending for 200 miles, from the 
S'intis to Mont Blanc. Immediately 
in front rise the giants of the Ber- 
nese chain — the Schreckhom, Eins- 
teraarhom, Monch, Eiger, and Jung- 
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frau. In the foreground, amidst a 
varied expanse of wooded hill and 
verdant dale, are the lakes of Morat, 
Neuch&tel, and Bienne, while the 
silvery Aar, on which stands the town 
of Soleure, winds at the foot of the 
mountain. See Keller's panorama on 
the terrace of the hotel. 

The path to Bienne, over the 
Hasenmattef is a charming walk of 
6 hours. The carriaffe-road to the 
Weissenstein from Soleure passes the 
hotel, and after mounting through a 
wood descends the opposite side, to 
Moutiers (Rte. 1).] 

Quitting Soleure, the railroad runs 
by the Aar, and along the S. base of 
the Jura. The inn on the Weissen- 
stein is for some time a conspicuous 
object. 

On rt. lie the Baths of Grange 
(Grenchen\ a large building. 

Bozingen (Bonjean), on the river 
Suze, has ironworks of repute, 

Bienne Junct, (Rte. 1 ). 



ROUTE 3. 
bIle to lucerne, by olten— 

RAILWAY. 

Eng. m. 

Liestal 8 

LUufelfingeu 18 

Olten 25 

Sursee 43 

Lucerne 59 

4 or 5 trains a day, in from 31^ to 4} 
hrs. 

The Central Swiss Railway starts 
from the S. side of B&le, a mile from 
the bridge, and traverses the Jura, 
through very beautiful scenery, to 
Olten; whence its branches diverge 
to Berne and Bienne, Lucerne and 
Zurich. Take a seat on the right- 
hand side of the carriage. 

The rly., on quitting Bale, crosses 
the valley of the Birs on a lattice- 
bridge of 3 arches, a little N. of the 
battlefield of St. Jousob, where, on 
the 26th of Aug. 1444, 1500 Swiss 
had the boldness to attack, and the 
courage to withstand, a French army 



twentyfold more numerous, com- 
manded by the Dauphin, afterwards 
Louis XL According to the story only 
10 of the Swiss escaped unwounded, 
and all but about 50 were left dead on 
the field, along with thrice their own 
number of foes. This almost incre- 
dible exploit spread abroad through 
Europe tne fame of Swiss valour ; and 
Louis, the Dauphin, wisely seeing that 
it was better to gain them as Mends 
than to oppose them asenemies, courted 
their alliance. The Swiss themselves 
refer to the battle of St. Jacob as the 
Thermopylae of their history. The 
vineyards near the field produce 
a red wine, called Schweizer Blut 
(Swiss blood). A little beyond 
this place the men of BcQe were in 
1833 drawn into an ambuscade by 
the men of Liestal and defeated wiw 
considerable slaughter. The rly. 
runs for some miles along the flat 
land of the Rhine valley, then leaving 
it, turps to the rt. up the valley of 
the little river Ergolz. 

Pratteln Junct, Stat, Here the rly. 
to Ziirich turns off to the 1. (Rte. 5). 

Liestal Stat, (^Inns: Ealk; Schliis- 
sel). Liestal was always opposed to 
its connexion with the town of B&le, 
and was finally separated from it in 
1833. It is an uninteresting place 
of 3871 Lihab., and since the separa- 
tion has become the seat of govern- 
ment of B&le Campagne (or Basel- 
land), which includes 53 parishes, 
with about 86,000 Inhab. In the 
Council-room (Rathsstiibe) are cu- 
rious paintings and sentences on the 
walls, and Charles the Bold's cup 
taken at Nancy. 

The rly. now enters a mountain 
valley, and follows the curves of the 
stream. The scenery is very pretty; 
in the bottom are bright green mea- 
dows, dotted with white houses; on 
the sides of the hills fir and beech 
forests, and here and there above 
them limestone cliffs. 

Sissach Stat, (Inn : Lowe). Rt, or 
7 m. S., at the foot of the Bdlchenfluh^ 
2923 ft, in a neighbourhood abound- 
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ing in beautiful walks, are the Baths 
of Eptingen, The Bly. now ascends 
b^ a gradient of lin 50, and several 
Bide TaUeys are crossed on bridges, 
the line constantly rising until it looks 
down upon the village of 

Sommerau Stat (^Trm: Halbmond), 
beyond which is a tunnel 900 ft. long; 
1. rise the ruins of the Castle of 
JTomburg, the scenery becoming wilder 
and more picturesque, and the moun- 
tains higher. 

Zdufelfingen Stat, (Tim; Sonne). 
Close to this the tunnel under the 
Unter-ffauenstem is entered. It is 
1^ m. long, and was completed in 
3 years : at one accident, in 1857, 
52 men were buried alive. The tunnel 
is 1860 feet above the sea. [The old 
carriage-road ascends to the head of 
the pass, 2280 ft., by a series of zig- 
zags, descending in a similar manner 
on the other side, and commands a 
♦ View of the great chain of the Alps, 
which is lost to the traveller by the 
rl^. Those who would not miss it 
vnll quit the train at Laufelfingen, 
walk or drive over the mountain {Inn 
at the summit), and rejoin the rail 
at Olten.] 

On emerging from the tunnel we 
enter the pretty valley of Himbach; 
and commence a rapia descent, with 
distant view of the Appenzell moun- 
tains. Soon afterwards we open 
a wider valley, and, looking over 
Olten, obtain in dear weather the 
first glimpse of the snowy Bernese Alps, 
The rly. makes a curve of more than 
half a circle, and, crossing the river 
Aar, reaches 

Olten Junct Stat, (Good Buffet), 
lines diverge hence in half-a-dozen 
directions, and the traveller must 
take care that he finds his way to 
the ri^ht train. (Inns: H. Wyss; 
Schweizerhof, close to stat.) A town 
very prettily situated in a valley of 
the' Jura, and said to be the Roman 
Utlinum, Pop. 4000. Here are the 
ironworks of the Central Rly. Omni- 
buses to Frohburg, a watering-place 
with whey baths. 



Bailtoays, — To Ziirich, bjr Aarau 
and Baden, 2 hrs. ; to Bienne by 
Soleure, 2^ to 3 hrs.; to Berne, 2 to 
3 hrs. ; to Lucerne, 2 hrs. 

Aarburg Stat, (Inn .• Krone), a 
neat town of 1980 Inhab., almost en- 
tirely rebuilt since a conflagration in 
1840. Its Citadelf although it has 
bomb-proof casemates hewn out of the 
rook, serves only as a military store- 
house and prison, but it forms a 
picturesque object in the landscape. 
Outside tiie town is an extensive cotton 
factory, and a suspension vnre bridge 
over the Aar. 

Here the rail branches to Berne 
(Rte. 4), though the carriages are 
changed at Olten. 

The Lucerne line leaves the Aar 
and enters a pretty vale, distinguished 
by its verdant pastures, and its sub- 
stantial-looking houses, the walls of 
vfhich are often covered with thin 
plates of wood overlapping each other 
like fishes' scales. Rt. and L a varied 
outline of wooded heights, and the 
rocky front of the Jura. 

Zofingen Stai, (Inns: Rossli; Ocbs), 
a cheerful-looking town with 4465 
Inhab. and manumctures of silk and 
cotton. Its Library contains auto- 
graph letters of Swiss reformers, a 
cabmet of coins and drawings by 
members of the Swiss Society of 
Artists. Near the Schiitzenhaus 
(shooting-hoase) are some magnifi- 
cent lime-trees, in the branches of 
which a ball-room has been con- 
structed. Zofingen is supposed to be 
the Roman Tobinium, Remains of the 
period have been turned up here, par- 
ticularly the foundations of a villa, of 
which a mosaic pavement is still in 
good preservation. A fragment of the 
castle of Beiden, and a solitary tree 
perched on a rock beside it, become 
conspicuous before reaching 

Beiden Stat. The Parsonage was 
originally a house of the Knights of 
Msata. 

Dagmersellen StaiT "^Imi Lowe, 
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good). The village was the birth* 
place of the sculptor Kaiser, 

Nehikon StaU 

Wauwyl Stat, Bt. the little Mceuen- 
966, in which remains of lake'dweUings 
have been found. The ruined castle 
of Pfusteln is seen in the distance. 

SurseeStat, (/mis; Sonne ; Schwan) ; 
an old walled town, whose gate-towers 
still bear the double-headed eagle of 
Austria. The Itathhaus is much dila- 
pidated, but a good specimen of the 
txerman-Burgundian style. The gene- 
ral outline resembles the old Tolbooth 
of Edinburgh. — Sursee is 1 m. from the 
N. end of the Lake of Sempach, which 
has no pretensions to great beauty, but 
is pleasing, and interesting histori- 
cally, as near the scene of the Battle of 
Sempach (9 July, 1386) — ^the second of 
those great and surprising yictories 
by which Swiss independence was es- 
tablished. It was fought on the £. 
shore, behind the little town of Sem- 
pach. In 1805 a portion of the water 
of the lake was let o£^ in order to gain 
land ; thus the lake is diminished in 
extent, and its form somewhat altered 
from what it was at the time of the 
battle. The rly. runs along its W. 
shore. View of Pilatus and BigL 

Nottuoyl Stat. At JButtisholz, a vil- 
lage about 3 m. W. of this Stat, 
and on the rt. of the road, may be 
seen a mound, called the English 
harrow, said to contain the bones 
of a number of Eree Companions, who 
fell here in a fight, 1375. They were 

^ chiefly English, nicknamed Gugglers, 
from their nigh-crowned caps of iron, 
and formed part of a numerous and 

' splendidly equipped host, which had 
invaded Switzerland under Ingelram 
de Coucy, to claim the marriage-por- 
tion of his mother, Catherine, dauenter 
of Duke Leopold of Austria. A oand 
of 3000, whilst pillaging in this neigh- 
bourhood, were attacked and defeated 
by the sturdy peasants of Entlebuch, 
who rode bacK triumphant to their 
chalet homes on English steeds, and 
clad in the bright armour of their foes. 



Sempach Stat, About 2 m. from the 
rly. Stat, is the town of 

Sempach {Inns: Kreuz ; Adler) ; and 
2 m. farther a small chapel, erected to 
commemorate the victory of Sempach 
(A.D. 1386), on the spot where Leopold 
of Austria (son of the Duke of the 
same name who had been defeated 71 
years before at Morgarten) lost his 
life. The names of those who fell, both 
Austrians and Swiss, were inscribed 
on the walls, which also bear a rude 
fresco representation of the noble 
devotion of Arnold of Winkelried — 

He of battle-martyrs chief! 

Who, to recall hia daunted peers. 

For victory shaped an open space, ''' 

By gath'ring, with a wide embrace, 

Into his single heart, a sheaf 

Of fatal Austrian •pean.-^fFordsufOrth, 

According to Tschudi's 'Chronicon 
Helveticum* (Tschudi died 1572), 
he was a knight of Uuterwalden, 
who, observing all the efforts of the 
Swiss to bre^ the ranks of their 
enemies foiled by their long lances, ex- 
claimed, "I will open a path to freedom : 
protect, dear comrades, my wife and 
children." He then rushed forward, 
and gathering in his arms as many 
lances as he could grasp, buried them 
in his bosom. The confederates were 
enabled to take advantage of the gap 
thus formedbefore the Austrian lancers 
had time to extricate their entangled 
weapons from his body. In order to 
oppose the Swiss, who fought on foot, 
many of the Austrian nobfes had dis- 
mounted to form a serried phalanx; 
but the armour which rendered them 
almost invulnerable on horseback, and 
which, while they remained united 
and in close column, had formed so 
impenetrable a barrier to the attack 
of the Swiss, now that their ranks 
were broken, disabled them from 
coping with their light-armed and 
active foes. 600 nobles were slain, 
and more than 2000 common soldiers; 
whUe the entire force of the Swiss, 
who achieved this victory, is said not 
to have exceeded 1400 men. The 
conquerors founded masses for the 
souls of those who fell, foes as well 
as friends, and they are celebrated 
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even now on the anniversary of the 
fight, which is a popular festival. 

The earliest references to this Eel- 
denthat are found in an interpolated 
notice in a Ziirich chronicle (1438 or 
later), and a popular song of the latter 
half of the same century. 

The approach to Lucerne is charm- 
ing, between fir-trees and mossy knolls. 
On the L is the Bigi; onrt. the serrated 
ridge of the gloomy Pilatus. 

Emmenbriicke Stcd, Here the Emme 
is crossed, and we reach the banks of 
the green and limpid Beuss, rushing 
out of the lake of Lucerne and spanned 
by a light bridge of the Zurich rly. 
The old battlemented wall of the 
town, flanked at intervals by a num- 
ber of tail watchtowers, is seen de- 
scending to the margin of the river, 
and the railway passes through a tun- 
nel to 

Lucerne Terminus, onW. or left side 
of the river, opposite the Promenade 
. and Quay (Rte. 15). Many of the 
steamers call here. 



ROUTE 4. 

OLTEN TO BERNE, BY THE CENTRAL 
SWISS RAILWAY. 

Eng. m. 
Olten. 
HerzogenbiichBee .... 43 

Bai^dorf 53 

, 68 



Trains in 3} to 4J hrs. 

As far as Aarburg Junct. Stat the 
line is the same as in Bte. 3. It then 
diverges and follows the course of the 
Aar through fertile but uninteresting 
country to 

fferzogeribuchsee Junct. Stat. (Inn: 
Sonne), a town of some 2346 Inhab. 
Bail to Soleure. 

Near JRiedwyl Stat, a wooded valley 
is entered. 

Burgdorf Junct. Stat. Buffet. (French, 
Berthoud) {Inns: H. de la Gare; H. 
Guggisberff ; Bar). Here a line from 
Soleure ftdls in. A thriving town 



(6580 Inhab.) of large arcaded houses, 
and opulent public institutions, and 
pleasantly situated at the mouth of 
the fertile Emmenthal (Rte. 22). In 
the old castle Pestalozzi first esta- 
blished his school. View of the 
Bernese Alps from the ch., and a 
much more extensive one from the 
Lueg, a hill 2 hrs.' walk. 

EmdeMnk Stat. 

In the church of Hindelbank are 
monuments to the noble family of Von 
Urlach, whose chateau stands on the 
hill to the 1., and also the Monument 
of Madame Langhaus by a Swedish 
sculptor named Nahl. Its merit has 
been much exaggerated* The epitaph 
was written by Haller. 

ZoUikofen Junct. Stat. Here the rly. 
to Bienne (Rte. 2) falls in. A short 
distance beyond is Buet€f rt., an agri- 
cultural institution. 

At Wylerfeld (a fine view 1. of the 
Bernese Alps) the rlys. from Thun 
(Rte. 25) and Lucerne (Rte. 22) 
fall in. 

The Aar is crossed by a lofty 
bridge, having a passage for the rail 
above, and the carriage-road below. 
The bridge is a fine work and well 
deserves a visit, though it is far sur- 
passed by the bridge at Fribourg. It 
is 540 ft. long, in 3 spans, and rests 
on 2 stone pillars. Immediately after 
passing the bridge is 

Berne Stat. (Rte. 24), 



ROUTE 5. 

BIlE to ZiJRICH, BY THE BOTZBERG 
RAILWAY. 

Eng. m. 

Pratteln 5 

Bheinfelden 10 

Bragg 35 

Turgl 37 

Baden 40 

Zurich 55 

This rly. follows the Lucerne rly. 
(Rte. 3) as far as Pratteln and then 
turns off to the left. It crosses the 
river Ergolz igt^ji^^teg^g^,! at 
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Sect. I. 



Kaiser Angst, near the site of 
the Roman city Augusta Eauracorum, 
There are indications of an amphi- 
theatre, and many columns, tombs, 
and fragments have been found, mostly 
of the Lower Empire. The city Walls 
were three miles in circumference 
when it was destroyed by Attila. 

BheinfeldenStat, (Inns: Zum Schiitz- 
en, in the town, good: H. Dietschy 
and Couronne, in a pretty garden 
above the town on the Bhme, and a 
bath-house supplied with brine from 
the saltworks, good; moderate — ^Pen- 
sion 5 fr. a day.) 

This is an old Swiss town, 2400 In- 
hab., now included in Canton Aargau, 
on the L bank of the Bhine, here 
crossed by a covered wooden Bridge, 
resting in the centre on a rock rising 
out of the water. On this once stood 
ITie Stein, a strong castle now replaced 
by a garden (good view over river). 
Down to 1744 Rheinfelden was a fron- 
tier fortress, and was besieged in turn 
by Bavarians, Swedes, Austrians, and 
French. Part of the old wall remains, 
and 6 of the Towers, on one of which 
a wheel is provided by the town for 
the storks to build on. 

Duke Bernard of Saxe Weimar 
gained a battle here in the Thirty 
Years' War (1638) in which the Due 
de Bohan, the French leader of the 
Protestants, perished. 

Between Bheinfeldenand theBapids 
of Laufenburg, the mostproductive Sal- 
mon Fishery on the Rhine is carried on. 
The success of Baron v. Glenck 
at Schweizerhalle (Bte. 1) induced 
other companies to bore for salt. 
At Bheinfelden brine was reached in 
1845 at a depth of 351 ft., and below 
it a bed of rock salt, 80 feet thick, in 
the Muschel Kalk. The brine pumped 
up is almost saturated, containing 26 
per cent, of salt. 

The rly. follows the valley of the 
Bhine to Stein station. 

Beyond Effingen station the line 
tunnels under the BStzherg, and then 
descends into the valley of the Aar, 
which it crosses before reaching 

Brugg Junct. Stat. Bly. to Olten 
(Rte. 6). Brugg (Inns: Bossli; Bothes 
Haus) belonged to the House of 



Habsburg, and is a picturesque old 
place, its entrances guarded by high 
conical-roofed towers. The Schwarzc 
Thurm (Black tower) is a Boman 
building of the age of the Lower 
Empire. Brugg is the birthplace of 
Zimmermann (On Solitude), physician 
to Frederick the Great. 

The country around is interesting. 
In the plain, a little below the town, 
th;:^6 of the principal rivers which 
drain the N. slopes of the Alps, the 
Linmiat, Beuss, and Aar, form a junc- 
tion, and, united under the name of 
Aar, flow towards the Bhine, into 
which they fall about 10 miles below 
Brugg, at a place called Coblenz. 
Close upon this meeting of waters, 
and on the triangular tongue of land 
between the Aar and Beuss, stood 

Vindonissa, the most important set- 
tlement of the Bomans in Helvetia, 
as well as their strongest fortress on 
this frontier. In the 3rd, 4th, and 
5th cents, it was ravaged by Vandals, 
Alemanni, and Huns, and m the 6th 
cent, destroyed by Childebert, king 
of the Franks, and scarcely any por- 
tion of it now appears above ground; 
but traces of an amphitheatre, of an 
aqueduct, which conveyed water from 
the Brauneggberg, 3 m. off, founda- 
tions of walls, broken pottery, in- 
scriptions, and coins, have been turned 
up from time to time, and its name is 
preserved in that of the village of 
Windisclu 

" Within the ancient walls of Vin- 
donissa, the castle of Habsburg, the 
abbey of Konigsfeld, and the town of 
Bruck have successively arisen. The 
philosophic traveller may compare the 
monuments of Boman conquests, of 
feudal or Austrian tyranny, of monk- 
ish superstition, and of industrious 
freedom. If he be truly a philosopher, 
he will applaud the merit and hap- 
piness of his own time." — Gibbon, 

li m. E. of Brugg stands the Abbey 
of Konigsfelden (King's fleld), founded, 
1310, by the Empress Elizabeth, and 
Agnes, Queen of Hungary, on the 
spot where, two years before, their 
husband and father, the Emperor 
Albert, was assassinated. The con- 
vent, a group 9f j^:|(Di55\^^dings, was 
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suppressed in 1528; patt of it is tio\v 
used as a farm -houses part as a 
hospital and mad-house; tne rest is 
falling to decay. The dilapidated 
C/nuroh contains some very fine painted 
glass, and numerous pavement tombs, 
with coats of arms, of a long train of 
nobles who fell in the battle of Sem> 
pach. The large vaults were the 
burial-place of many members of the 
Austrian family, including Agnes, and 
liCopold who fell at Sempach, but their 
renuuns were removed into the Aus- 
trian dominions in 1770. According 
to tradition, the high altar stands 
on the spot where Albert felL He 
had crossed the ferry of the Reuss in 
a small boat, leaving his suite on the 
opposite bank. He was attended only 
by the four conspirators. The chief of 
them, John of Suabia, his nephew — 
who had been instigated to slay him 
by the wrong he endured in being 
kept out of his paternal inheritance 
by his uncle — ^first struck him in the 
throat with his lance. Balm ran him 
through with his sword, and Walter 
von Eschenbach cleft his skull with a 
felling stroke. Wart, the fourth, took 
no share in the murder. Although 
the deed was so openly done, in broad 
day, almost under the walls of the 
Imperial Castle of Habsburg, and in 
sight of a large retinue of armed at- 
tendants, the murderers were able to 
escape in different directions ; and the 
retamers took to flight, leaving their 
dying master to breathe his last in the 
arms of a poor peasant wbo happened 
to pass. 

A dire vengeance was wreaked 
by the children of the murdered 
monarch; not, however, upon the 
murderers— for, with the exception of 
Wart, the only one who did not raise 
bis hand against him, they all escaped 
— but upon their families, relations, 
and friends; and 1000 victims are 
believed to have expiated, with their 
lives, a crime of which they were to- 
tally innocent. Queen Agnes ended ber 
days in the convent of Konigsfelden, 
which she had founded and endowed 
with the confiscated property of those 
whom she had slaughtered. The 
building in which she passed 50 years 
lSwUz.2 



of her life was destroyed ; that which 
is shown as her cell is not so in 
reality. About 2 m. from Brugg, on 
a wooded height called Wiilpelsberg, 
stand the remains of the 

Castle of Habsburg, or Habichtsburg 

glawk's Castle), the cradle of the 
ouse of Austria, built by Count 
Badbod of Altenburg, 1020, an an- 
cestor of the family. A mere frag- 
ment of the original building now 
exists. The tall, square keep of 
rough stones has walls 8 ft. thick ; 
and beneath it a dungeon, to be en- 
tered only by a trap-door in the floor 
above. The view from it is pictu- 
resque and interesting; the eye ranges 
along the course of the three rivers, 
over the site of the Roman Vindonissa 
and Konigsfelden, the sepulchre of 
imperial Albert: on the S. rises the 
ruined castle of Braiinegg, which be- 
longed to the sons of the tyrant 
Gessler ; and below it is Birr, where 
Pestalozzif the teacher, died, and was 
buried. It takes in at a single glance 
the whole Swiss patrimony of the 
Habsburgs — an estate far more limited 
than that of many a British peer — 
from which Rudolf was called to 
wield the sceptre of Charlemapie. 
The House of Austria was deprived 
of its Swiss territories by papal ban, 
150 years after Rudolf'^s elevation: 
but it is believed that the ruin has 
again become the property of the 
Austrian Emperor by purchase. 

3 m. S.E. of Brugg, on the river 
Reuss, are the JBatfis of Birmensdorf, 
The waters are saline and purgative. 

On quitting Brugg, the rly. leaves 
the Aar. It traverses Oberdorf (near 
which are scanty remains of a Roman 
amphitheatre), and crosses the river 
Reuss to 

Turgi Junction Stat,, where the branch 
from Waldshut (Rte. 6) falls in. (A 
large cotton manufacture here.) Since 
this line was opened, travellers from 
Mannheim or Heidelberg may reach 
Ziirich by the express train in 9 hrs., 
without changing carriages. 

Hence the rly. keeps the 1. bank 
of the Limmat to 

Baden Stat. (Inns: Engel, good; 
Waage (Balances); Bahnhof: the best 
Q 
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hotels are at th^ Satlis, more than J m. 
distant). This ancient walled town, 
of 3700 Inhab., is squeezed within a 
narrow defile on the 1. bank of the 
Limmat) here crossed by a wooden 
bridge. The ruins of the Castle of 
Stein overlook it from a rocky emi- 
nence, now tunnelled by the rly., and 
worth ascending for the singular 
view. The castle was anciently a resi- 
dence and stronghold of the Austrian 
Srinces. Here were planned the expe- 
itions against the Swiss, which were 
frustrated at Morgarten and Sempach. 
At length when the Pope, in 1415^ 
excommunicated the Archduke Fre- 
derick, the Swiss took it and burnt it. 
In the Rathhaus of Baden the pre- 
liminaries preceding the treaty of 
peace which terminated the war of 
the Spanish Succession, were arranged 
by Prince Eugene on the part of 
Austria, and by Marshal Villars for 
Prance, in 1712. 

Baden in Aargau,like its namesakes 
in Baden and Austria, was frequented 
by the Romans, who called it Thermos 
BelveticcB* It was sacked and destroyed 
by Ciecina. Tacitus mentions it as 
" in modum mnnicipii extructus locus, 
amceno salubrium aquarum usu fre- 
quens/' — Hist, i. 67. In the middle 
ages the waters were very celebrated 
and much frequented. Poggio Brac- 
ciolini, who visited them on his way 
to the Council of Constance, says, 
"Persaepe existimo et Venerem ex 
Cypro et quicquid est ubique deli- 
ciarum ad hsec balnea commigrHsse." 

The Baths (/«7w; Neue Kuran- 
stalt, 1875, beautifully situated and 
well spoken of; Verenahof; Frei- 
hof ; Limmathof ; Schiff ; Schweizer- 
hof), on the borders of the Lim- 
mat, i mile below or N. of the town, 
are resorted to between June and 
September by numerous visitors, 
chiefly French and Swiss . The waters 
are warm and sulphureous, having 
a temperature of 118° Fahr. There 
are 19 springs and a copious outflow. 

The Swiss Baden, though not equal 
in beauty to those in other parts of 
Europe, nas considerable attractions. 
The rocky heights on each side of the 
river — the one surmounted by the 



ruined castle, the other partly covered 
by vineyards — ^form a portal through 
which the Limmat runs. Before this 
gorge was formed, Baden and the 
country above it must have been a 
vast lake. 

There are agreeable walks for in- 
valids by the side of the Limmat, and 
many pleasant excursions — the most 
interesting being that described 
above, to Schinznach (8 miles), by 
Windisch, Konigsfelden, and Habs- 
burg. The BaSegg, 1876 ft., com- 
mands a panoramic view. 

Homan relics are constantly dis- 
covered in this district. Gambling 
must have been a prevailing vice 
among the visitors to the baths, and 
the Boman Legions stationed here, 
if it is true that a neighbouring field 
has obtained the name of Dice Meadow 
(Wiirfel Wiese), from the quantity of 
dice dug up in it. 

The railroad passes by a tunnel 800 
feet long, under the Stein or Castle 
hill, and runs along the 1. bank of the 
Limmat. The Cistercian convent of 

Wetttngerty a vast building with 
many courts, gardens, &c, sur- 
rounded by a wall, is situated in 
an angle formed by the river on 
its rt. bank. It was suppressed by 
the council of the canton (Aarau), 
1841, and is now a seminary. Its 
church, founded 1227, contains tombs 
of some early counts of Habsbur^ and 
Kyburg, the stone coffin in which the 
body of the Emperor Albert was in- 
terred for 14 months after his murder, 
painted glass, carved stalls, &c. The 
railway makes a great bend here. 

Schlieren Stat. 

Altstetten Stat. 

Bietikon Stat, The stately building 
1. on the height surrounded by vine- 
yards is a Kelterhaus^ (wine-press) of 
the convent of Wettingen. Near this 
village the French, under Massena, 
crossed the river, Sept. 24, 1799 — a 
masterly movement, wnich led to the 
defeafrof theBussians and the capture 
of Ziirich. 

The landscape becomes venr ani- 
mated in the neighbourhood of Ziirich. 
The distant Alps are seen on the rt. 
and the longeji^Ig^vdCj^ Albis, ter- 
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minating towards Zurich in the Uetli- 
herg, crowned with its Inn, The Sihl 
river is crossed. 

ZiJRiCH Stat. In Kte. 9. Station 
on the former Schiitzenplatz, 



ROUTE 6. 

OLTEN, BY AARAU AKD BRUGG, TO 
WALDSHUT — ^RAILWAY. 

This is in part the old line of rail- 
way from'Bale to Ziirich. 

Olten Stat (Rte. 3). 

AarcM Stat {Inns : Storch ; Ochs), 
the chief town of Canton Aareau or 
Argorie, which was first included in 
the Confederation in 1803, having pre- 
viously formed a subject province of 
canton Berne, contains 5940 Inhab., 
and is situated on the rt. bank of the 
Aar. Simond called it, in 1817, "an 
odious little place;" but it has much 
improved and increased since then. 
It lies at the base of the Jura, here 
partly covered with vineyards. There 
are many cotton-mills. 

The jRathliaus, in which the can- 
tonal councils are held, has been re- 
built. In the Parish Church Pro- 
testant and Catholic services are per- 
formed alternately. 

Heinrich Zschokke, popular historian 
and novel-writer, and me Meyers, the 
first explorers of the glaciers of the 
Bernese Oberland, resided here. When 
the armies of the French Revolution 
took possession of Switzerland in 1789, 
and destroyed its ancient form of 
government, Aarau was made for a 
short time capital of the Helvetian 
Republic. 

Bapperswyl Junct. [From here a 
branch line runs to Lenzburgy Bremgar' 
ten, and Muriy a celebrated Dominican 
convent. The vast building has since 
1841 been converted into a cantonal 
schoolj 

Schinznach Stat,, 10 min. walk from 
Schtnznach-leS'Bains, also called jffahs^ 
burger Bad, a much frequented water- 
ing-place. The establishment, under 
the direction of M. Moser, consists of 
an hotel and pension with 350 beds 
and 1 60 baths. 200 persons frequently 



join the table-dliote, 1 p.m., 3 fr. 
THie waters are most efficacious, and 
deserve to be better known to the 
English. Dr. Amsler is an excellent 
ph;^sician. Drs. Zurkowski« medica} 
resident, and Hemmann, are also ii^ 
daily attendance. Season from June 
to September; prices reduced from 
September to May. The sulphui; 
springs, among the strongest known 
in Europe, issue from highly tilted 
stratified rocks, at about 20 ft. below 
the surface of the drift of the valley 
of the Aar, and are collected in t^ 
shaft at the temp, of about 90® Fahr., 
and distributed by machinery. Sul- 
phur, salts of soda, and magnesia are 
united in these waters, which are effi» 
cacious in the treatment of disease^ 
of the skin, mucous membrane, respi- 
ratory organs, woimds, and rheuma- 
tism. The neighbourhood is pretty, 
and winding paths, under the shad^ 
of trees, lead up the hill to the castle 
ofHahshurg, the ancient seat of the im- 
perial family of Austria. ' At a short 
distance is the wooded eminence and 
chateau of WUdegg (CoL d'Effinger), 
at the foot of wmch is a saline 
and bitter spring containing iodine 
and bromide of sodium. Among the 
excursions may be mentioned the ascent 
of the Gyslifivh, 2539 ft., commanding 
a fine view of the Alps, .and over 
which there is a pleasant walk tp 
Aarau. 

Brugg Junction (Rte. 5). 

Beyond Brugg the rail descends the 
valley of the Aar and crosses the 
Rhine to Waldshut (Rte. 7). 



ROUTE 7. 
bIle to schapfhausen [the ehin? 

falls], BT waldshut. — BADE^ 
RAILWAY. 

£Dg. m. 
Bale. 
Bheinfelden . . • . « 10 

Siickingen 20 

Laufenburg 26 

Waldshut 36 

Schaffhaiisen 65 

Terminus at the Baden Stat., in 
c 2 
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Klein Basel, 3 to 3} hrs. to Schaff- 
hausen. 

This railway runs on the rt. or 
Baden side of the Hhine, and was 
extended 1863 to Schaffhausen and 
Constance. 

Grenzach Stat, Excellent wine 
grown here. 

The rail approaches th6 Bhine, 
which presents a beautiful appear- 
ance, white here and there with rapids. 
At Kheinfelden (Rte. 5) it rushes, 
breaking and foaming, through a pas- 
sage called Hdllenhaken, 

Sdckingen Stat, has a fine Abbey Ch, 
with 2 towers, modernized and ador- 
ned with stucco within. 

^ Klein-Lauferiburg Stat., charming 
view over the Bliine, the rapids, and 
covered wooden bridge leading to 
Laufenburg. It was a favourite sub- 
ject of /. W, Turner, 

Laufenburg {Inn : Post), a town on 
the 1. bank of the Rhine. The river 
flows in a deep-sunk channel, rugged 
with rocks which fret its bright blue- 
green waters ; it is here interrupted 
by more rapids and falls, in German 
called Laufen, whence the name of 
the place. Small boats can only pass 
them by unloading their cargoes 
above, and being let down gradually 
by stout ropes, held by men stationed 
on the bank. There is a productive 
salmon-fishery here. 

Albbruck Stat,, at the mouth of the 
Alb Thai — a striking gorge, leading 
towards St. Blaise Abbey, well worth 
exploring. See Hndbk. for N. Ger- 
many. 

Waldshut Junct. Stat. (Inns : H. Blum ; 
H. Kuehnen ; H. Schatzer, all near 
the station and good. Rebstock in 
the town, reasonable), a walled town 
of 2340 Inhab., on the skirts of the 
Black Forest [A branch of the Swiss 
Central Rly. crosses the Rhine to a 
small village called Coblenz (Conflu- 
entia), where the Rhine is joined by 
the Aar. It ascends the rt. bank of th& 
Aar to Turgi Junct Stat. (Rte. 6). 
Another line (Nordostbahn) tuns 



through Eglisau to Winterthur (Rte. 
9).] 

The Baden railway leaves the 
Rhine and proceeds along a tole- 
rably level out dull and uninter- 
esting country, enlivened- only by 
occasional distant views of the moun- 
tains. 

Thiengen Stat, In a cave near the 
station have been found some un- 

Eolished flint implements, a reindeer- 
orn with a figure on it : in a lower 
layer were mammoth-bones. 

FALLS OF THE RHINE. 

At Erzingen Stat, the Baden terri- 
tory is quitted, and Canton Schaff- 
hausen entered. 

Neuhausen Stat, The most conveni- 
ent for visiting the Falls of the Mine, 
and for those intending to pass the 
night in the neighbourhood. 

Inns : Schweizerhof (10 minutes* 
walk), and directly facing the Fall, 
with garden descending the steep, 
wooded bank of the river; Belle- 
vue, another large and good house, 
in a somewhat similar position, 
adjoining the stat The obliging 
landlord of the Schweizerhof has ac- 
quired the exclusive right of fishing, 
and both his house and the Bellevue 
are favourite pensions. Boats to cross 
the Rhine and to ascend the central 
rock which divides the Falls. [On 
the opposite bank of the Rhine are 
H. du Chateau Laufen, within the 
walls of the castle, and, at Dachsen 
Stat, H. Witzig, a small chalet-like 
house, without view of the river, but 
good and reasonable.] 

The stat on the rt. bank of the 
Rhine is Neuhausen, near the Falls ; 
on the 1. bank Dachsen, nearly a mile 
beyond the Falls. The distance is a 
short 3 miles from Schaffhausen, and 
there are carriages and omnibuses, 
or the trip may be made by boat. 
The usual course from the Schweizer- 
hof is as follows: — Descend to the old 
Schloss or Castle of Wdrth, now a 
Restaurant and Ferry-house, where a 
tariff of the boatmen's fares hangs on 
the wall (3 frs.'^WV<^4i^on to the 



Switzerland. 
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central rock and back — ^less for more 
than one). Here the Fall can be 
viewed through a camera obscura. 
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By boat to the central rock, which is 
ascended by rude stairs. Then land 
on the opposite shore, in the grounds 
of Schloss Laufen (1 fr. admission for 
1 person — less for more than one). 
From the castle descend to the rly. 
bridge, which has a side walk for peo- 
ple on foot. Return by path, L from 
the end of the bridge to the hotel. 
Those afraid of the water can walk 
round by the rly. bridge. Persons 
coming from Ziinch, who wish to go 
on to Constance the same day, can 
alight at Dachsen stat (the guard wiU 
arrange about luggage), wedk or ride 
(an omnibus) to Schloss Laufen, and 
thence to SchafPhausen. 

It wiU take at least 2 hours to see 
the falls properly. 

The garden of Schloss Laufen is 
situated on a rocky promontory, and 
in it are platforms and kiosks, from 
which yiews are obtained. Bough 
Btone and wooden steps lead to a rude 
balcony, called Zum Kctnzeli and to a 
projecting stage — Zur FischetZf of iron 
bars, thrown out from the vertical cliffi 
and actually overhanging the roaring 
shoot. Though perfectly secure, it 
trembles under the impulse of the 
water. Here, covered with the spray, 
the traveller may enjoy the fuU gran- 
deur of this ?ieU of waters .• and it is 
only by this close proximity, amidst 
the tremendous roar and the uninter- 
rupted rush of the river, passing with 



the swiftness of an arrow above his 
head and beneath his feet, that a true 
notion can be formed of the scale of 
this cataract. The best time for seeing 
the FaU is on a sunny morning, when 
the iris floats within the fipray, and 
in the month of July, when the river is 
usually most full. The Rhine above 
is about 300 feet broad; the height of 
the faU varies from 60 feet on one 
side to 45 on the other; but, includ- 
ing the rapids, the entire descent is 
not less than 100 feet. The river 
below the FaU is 1180 ft. above the 
sea. An isolated pillar, standing in 
the middle of the stream, divides the 
faU. This pinnacle appears eaten 
away by the constant friction of the 
water; but the rock is hard, and the 
waste of it within the memory of 
man has not been perceptible. 

The river, after its leap, forms a 
large semicircular bay, as it were to 
rest itself, the shore of which is 
perpetually chafed by the heaving 
biUows. 

Arrangements are made for illumi- 
nating the Falls by night. 

The discharge of water is about 
80,000 cubic feet per second, and 
the broken nature of the river-bed is 
such that, during the low water in 
the early spring of 1848, 1858, and 
1880, men were able to cross it by 
leaping from rock to rock. 

At Neuhausen on the rt. bank are 
works, the machinery of which is 
worked by the water. 

It is a fact worth noticing that no 
classic or ancient author mentions 
the RheinfaU. 

About 3 m. below the falls is the 
island of JRheinau, a very pretty spot, 
with fine abbey ch. and Benedictine 
monastery (now a lunatic asylum). 
In the ch. are curious silver ornaments 
and busts of the 17th century. 

ScHAFFHAUSEN Stat. at the Ober- 
thor, near the Promenade. (^Tnns : in 
the town— Krone, excellent : H. Mul- 
ler ; Post ; Riesen ; all good ; Rhein- 
ischer Hof, near the station. For 
hotels at the FaUs see last page.) 

Schaffhausen (Pop. 11,800, chiefly 
Prot) stands on the right bank of the 
Rhine, just ^bov^gfli b?R?iv!rfe^S^^ 
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rapids commence. It was originally a 
landing-place and storehouse, at which 
the portage of goods began and ended, 
and owes its origin and name to the 
boat or skiff houses, here erected. It 
is distinguished above almost every 
other town in Switzerland by the an- 
tique architecture of its houses, whose 
fronts and projecting oriel windows 
are decorated with carvings and 
stucco-work. Many of them weye 
originally entirely covered externally 
with fresco paintings, but of these 
there are now few examples: the 
house called Zum Bitter, nearly op- 
posite the Krone inn, is one of the 
most remarkable. The halls of the 
ancient Gruilds, or Zunfte, are worthy 
of attention on account of their quaint 
inscriptions and allusive ornaments. 
The wall and turreted gateways of 
the town have been preserved, and 
furnish picturesque subjects for the 
pencil. There are a few manufac- 
tures of iron, silk, and cotton. The 
water power is used to set in motion 
turbines for working factory ma- 
chinery. 

The MUnster, Prot — originally the 
church of the Abbey of All Saints — 
was founded 1052-1100. It is in the 
Romanesque style, remarkable for the 
solidity of its construction, and as 
exhibiting an unaltered specimen of 
that style. The arches of the nave are 
supported by single circular columns, 
and those in the centre of the tran- 
sept by square piers of the most mas- 
sive kmd. It has been badly restored. 
The cloister attached to the church 
contains a number of monuments of 
the magistrates and patrician families, 
but everything is covered with plaster 
and whitewash. 

- The Museum contains a fine collec- 
tion of objects of natural history and 
illuminated missals, &c. In the 
** Cantonsarchiv " is preserved the 
famous Schaifhausen onyx, a cameo 
attributed to the time of Nero. Per- 
mission to inspect it may be obtained 
at the Rathhaus. 

On the height above the town rises 
the Castle called 

Munoth (Munitio?), built 1564-90. 
It is provided with bomb-proof case- 



mates 18 feet thick, and is a curious 
specimen 'of the transition style of 
fortification. There is a wide spiral 
passage by which it was possible to 
ride up the interior of the tower, and 
there are subterranean passages. The 
whole is shown for a small fee. 

Frederick, Duke of Tyrol (Empty- 
purse), conveyed away Pope John 
XXTTT. from the justice of the Council 
of Constance, 1415, and kept him safe 
in the castle of Schaffhausen, for 
which he was placed under the ban of 
the Empire. 

The public walks (^Fdsenstavb) out- 
side the town on the "W. side com- 
mand fine views of the Rhine, near 
which is the new R. C. Church. 

There are baths close to the Rhine 
and a swimming-bath in the river. 

The Town Library contains the col- 
lection of books of the Swiss historian 
Joliann von Mullery who was born here, 
and to whom there is d monumental 
bust on the Vesenstaub; also a 
Museum of antiquities, painted glass, 
church-plate, carvings, &c., from old 
convents. 

Bailways to Winterthur and ZUrich, 
to Bale, and to Constance. 

Steamer to Constance : in about 4 
hrs. — return journey in 1 hr. less. 

Diligences to Donaueschingen and 
Freiburg (on the road to Strassburg 
and Frankfurt). 

Omnibus to the Falls (1 fr.). 



ROUTE 8. 

SCHAFFHAUSEN tO CONSTANCE — RAIL. — 
LAKE OF CONSTANCE. 

There are two routes. A. along N. 
bank of Rhine: rly. 5 trains daily, 
1^ to 2 hrs. B. by steamer: express 
boat in 3§ hrs. 

A. The Railway y on the iT. side of the 
Rhine, takes a N. direction by Her- 
blingen Stat, to Thaingen. where it 
enters Baden and proceeds to the 
Lower Lake near Radolfszell. 

Singen Junction (for "Winterthur and 
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Darmstadt) — (/»»; Krone). Near 
this place you pass under Hokentwiely 
a castle of the Dukes of Wiirtemberg, 
dismantled by the French in 1800. 
The lofty rock upon which it stands 

S'res it the appearance of an Indian 
11-fort. N. of it are the castles 
Hohenkrahen, Sbhenhdwen, 

Radolfazell Stat, (/nn; Krone or 
Posty^good), a desolate town, with a 
fine church, in the trae German- 
Gothic stiyle. 

The scenery is agreeable, often 
striking. The woods abound in splen- 
did butterflies. Collections may be 
bought at Singen and BadolfszeU. 

Reichenau Stat., opposite the island 
of JReichenaUy which is about 3 m. long, 
and connected with the mainland by 
a bridge. It contains the ruins of the 
castle of Schapfeln, and at Milnster 
the church of a Benedictine abbey. 

Passing along the isthmus between 
the Lower Lake of Constance and the 
bay of Ueberlin|;en, the rly. reaches 
the Bhine opposite Constance. 

The Bhine here, suddenly con- 
tracted from a lake to a river, is 
crossed by a handsome Iron Bridge, 
which also gives passage to the high 
road. 

Passing the Insel Hotel, formerly a 
Dominican monastery, the line enters 

Constance Stat, (See next page.) 

B. By steamer about 4 hrs. On 
the 1. bank of the Bhine are the 
ancient Nunneries of Parodies and 
Catherinenthal ; the former belonged to 
the order of St. Clara, the latter to 
that of St. Dominic;, they are now 
respectively a hospital and almshouse. 
The Austrian army under the Arch- 
duke Charles crossed the Bhine at 
Paradies 1799. 

Diessenh^en (/nn ; Adler). Here in 
1800 the French crossed the Bhine 
on their way to Hohenlinden. 

Wagenhausen (Inn : Ochs, clean). 

Stein am JRhein (Inns : Schwann ; 
Krone) a town belonging to Canton 
Schaffhausen, and united oy a wooden 
bridge with a suburb on the 1. bank. 
The old Guildhall, with pointed win- 
dows, and the houses Zum Ochsen, 
;5um Weisse» Adler, are curious, The 



Ahhey of St, George is a very ancient 
foundation. The owners of the castle 
of ffohenkUngen, on a rocky height, 
were originally .the feudal seigneurs 
of the town. In 1633 Marshal Horn 
crossed the river at Stein to lay siege 
to Constance. Stein is on the railway 
from Winterthur to Darmstadt by 
Stztceilen. 

3 miles E. of Stein, at a height of 
between 500 and 600 feet above the 
Bhine, are the Quarries of Oeningen, 
remarkable for the vast abundance 
of fossil remains of terrestrial and 
fresh-water animals found in them, 
including mammalia, birds, reptiles, 
fishes, shells, insects, and plants, 
some of them identical with species 
now living. The most curious disco- 
very is that of the perfect skeleton of 
a fossil fox, made by Sir Boderick 
Murchison: a very large tortoise had 
previouslybeenbrought to light. The 
beds in which the quarries are 
worked consist of marls, limestones, 
shales, and building-stone. They are 
freshwater deposits belonging to the 
Upper Miocene period. 900 species 
of insects and 470 plants have already 
been made out. 

At Wan{[en the remains of a large 
lake-village have been discovered. 

Above Stein the Bhine expands into 
a lake called Untersee (lower lake) 
connected again by the Bhine with the 
Obersee or Lake of Constance. The 
road passes Mammem, a favourite 
watering-place, below the ruined 
castle of Neuburg; Q.nd then Feldbach, 
a Cistercian nunnery, before reach- 
ing 

Stekhom (Inns : Lowe; Sonne.) 

Near the village ofBerlingen a pretty 
cAd^^au, which belonged to the Duchess 
of Dino, appears; and a little further 
that of Arenenbergy for some time the 
modest campagne-built residence of 
the Duchess of St. Leu (Hortense, ex- 
Queen of Holland), who died there, 
and of her son Prince Louis (late the 
Emperor Napoleon III.)» before he 
made his attempt at Strassburg. It 
was sold in 1843 to a Neuchatel gen- 
tleman, but in lB55 repurchased by 
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the Emperor. The view from the 
garden over the Untersee is charming. 

Ermattngenf known for its pickled 
salmon-trout. Here . a boat can be 
procured to visit the Isle of ReichenaUy 
anciently famed for its Benedictine 
Monastery, suppressed in 1799, 
founded by one of the successors of 
Charlemagne, of which the Church 
(partly Komanesque) and Treasury 
remain. In the Treasury are the 
shrine of St. Fortunata, an ivory 
ciborium, a cope, a crosier, and a 
missal of the 10th century. 

{Inn : Krone, at the adjoining vil- 
lage of Miinster.) 

Iznang, a village on the W. shore 
of the Untersee, is the birthplace of 
Mesmer, the originator of mesmerism. 
The castellated monastery of Gott- 
lieben, on the 1. of the roacC built by 
the Bishops of Constance 1250, on the 
Ehine, at the point where it enters 
the Untersee, is remarkable for hav- 
ing been the prison of John Huss 
and Jerome of Prague, who were 
confined within its dungeons by 
order of the Eniperor Sigismund and 
Pope John XXUl. The latter was 
himself transferred a few months 
later to the same prison, by the Coun- 
cil of Constance. This ancient build- 
inff, restored by Louis Napoleon, now 
belongs to Count Beroldingen. 

Petershausen, on the rt. bank of the 
Bhine, was a free abbey of the Em- 
pire. The iron bridge which carries 
the rly. and a carr.-road from Peters- 
hausen across the Rhine to Constance, 
is flanked by statues of the Grand- 
Duke Leopold, Duke Berthold the 1st 
of Zahringen, Bp. Conrad, founder 
of Constance, and Bp. Gebhard, 
founder of the monastery of Peters- 
hausen. 

Constance, or Const anz. (Inns: 
Insel Hotel ; H, and Pension Con- 
stanzerhof, both new and good ; H. 
Halm, opposite the station ; Hecht ; 
Krone, near the harbour ; Badischer 
Hof, in the upper town.) (E. C. S.^ 

Constance^ a city of 13,270 Inhab., 
is remarkable for its antiquity, its 
streets and many of its buildings 
Ji^vjng remained Tin^lt^^e4 sii^pp tj^ 



15th century. It has been a bi- 
shopric since the 7th century, and in 
the middle ages was raised to the 
rank of an Imperial city. From 1559 
to 1805 it was subject to the House of 
Austria. Although situated on the 
1. or Swiss bank of the Bhine, it 
now belongs to Baden. It occupies 
a projecting angle of ground where 
the river flows out of the JBodensee, 
or Lake of Constance ; its agreeable 
position and interesting historical 
associations make amends for the 
want of life perceptible within its 
venerable walls. It has of late, 
however, revived considerably; the 
Government have formed a harbour ; 
and several manufactories of cotton 
and muslin have sprung up. The 
ancient Episcopal State, numbering 
87 bishops, was terminated in 1802, 
and in 1 805 Constance was ceded by 
Austria to Baden. 

The Cathedral or Miinster (R. C, 
badly restored) is a handsome Gothic 
structure, founded 1052, rebuilt in the 
16th cent.; the tower at the W. end, 
with spire of open work, in 3850-57; 
the oak doors of the main portal are 
carved vdth reliefs of the Passion of 
our Lord, by Simon Baider, 1 740. The 
choir-stalls, by Nich. Lerch of Strass- 
burg, are of the 1 5th century. The 
nave is supported by sixteen pillars, 
each of a smgle block, and dates from 
the 13th century. The spot "where 
Huss stood, as sentence of death b^ 
bumine was pronounced on him, is 
pointed out near the W. end of the 
nave. Rdbt* ffallam, Bp. of Salisbury, 
who presided over the English de- 
putation to the council, is buried in 
front of the high altar, under a brass, 
St. Conrad's Chapel, restored, is at Uie 
N.E. end of the cathedral. Beneath 
the ch. is a very ancient crypt. Two 
sides of the Cloisters, whose arches are 
filled in with beautiful tracery, are 
yet standing. To the E. of the cathe- 
dral is a detached chapel, perhaps a 
baptistery, in the centre of which is 
a Gothic Holy Sepulchre. 

In the Sacristy are some missals, 
plate and relics, also a beautiful Gothic 
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room, a ranse of cupboards of carved 
oak, none of a later date than the 15th 
century; in the Chapter-house the 
Vincent mediaeyal antiquities, rich 
in glass-paintings. There is a beau- 
tiful view from the tower. 

The Dominican monastery, now the 
Insel Hotel, is the place where Huss 
^as confined previous to his execu- 
tion. The church is in the early style 
of German Gothic. The cloisters are 
perfect. The rly. passes the little 
island upon which this building stands. 
In the Hall of tlie Kaufhaus (built 
1388, as a warehouse), close to the 
lake, the Council of Constance held 
some of its sittings 1414-18, in a large 
room supported by wooden pillars. 
The room is painted in fresco, to 
illustrate the history of Constance. 
That famous assembly, composed, not 
of bishops alone, like the ancient 
councils, but of deputies, civil and 
ecclesiastical, from the whole of Chris- 
tendom, including princes, cardinals 
(30), patriarchs (4), archbishops (20), 
bishops (150), professors of univer- 
sities and doctors of theology (200), 
besides a host of ambassadors, inferior 
prelates, abbots, priors, &c., was con- 
vened for the purpose of remedying 
the abuses of the Church. It deposed 
the infamous John XXIII. and Bene- 
dict XHL, and elected Martin V. It 
was by the act of this council that 
John Huss and Jerome of Prague 
were seized and executed, in spite 
of the safe-conduct granted to the 
former by the Emperor Sigismund, 
the president of the assembly. 

The house in which Huss lodged, 
bearing a rude likeness of him, is 
in the Paulsstrasse, near the Schnete- 
thor. He was imprisoned soon after 
his arrival in the monastery of Gott- 
lieben, whence he was removed to a 
more irksome dungeon, affording 
scarcely room to move. 

On tne field, outside the town, in the 
suburb of Briihl, in which he suf- 
fered martyrdom, with a fortitude 
-which moved even his judges and 
executioners to admiration, a monu- 
ment is erected to his memory* as 
yvell as to that of his friend and 
fe^ov^r-^uflR?rerJ Jeroijae of Prp.g^e, 



The Chancery Court (Kanzlei-Gc- 
baude), in the principal street, is 
interesting for its architecture (1590), 
and its frescoes by Ferd. Warner. 
The Guildhall, Zum Rosen 6^ar^^), has a 
collection of local antiquities. Here 
are preserved the chairs occupied by 
the Emperor and Pope at the Council ; 
fragments of the dungeon in which 
Huss was confined ; also the car on 
which he was drawn to execution ; 
the figure of Abraham, which sup- 
ported the pulpit, from the Miiiister, 
and which the people mistook for 
Huss, and defaced accordingly, and 
some other relics of the council, still 
remain in the hall, besides a collection 
of Roman and German antiquities, dug 
up in the neighbourhood, remains of 
lake-dwellings and local fossils. 

The Lyceum contains fossils from 
Oehningen. There is a capital Swim- 
ming Bath at the Ecole de Natation in 
the lake. 

The Angler can find no better 
quarters in Switzerland for lake 
fishing. 

Excursions to Reichenau (see above), 
Mainau, and Schhss HeUigenberg, in 
Baden. The islcmd of Mainau, about 
4 m. N. of Constance, is a weU- 
cultivated little estate, with no want 
of trees. The house was once a com- 
mandery of the Ejiights of the Teu- 
tonic Order. It was purchased, 1853, 
by the Grand Duke of Baden. From 
the garden terrace there is a view 
over the 'lake of the mountains of the 
Vorarlberg and Appenzell, among 
which the Sentis is pre-eminent. 
Hainan is approached by an iron 
bridge | m. long, connecting it with 
the shore; there is an inn on the 
island. 

From the Belvedere on Hohenrain, 1 
hour's walk on the road to Miihlheim, 
is a fine view of the Alps. 

Railway to Schafihausen and B^e 
(Baden line). 

Railway (Rte. 66) or steamer to 
Komanshom and Rorschach, thence 
by rail to St. Gall or Coire and 
Zurich. Also railway by Stein and 
:^t?5weil^» to Winterthur, Zuricb, &c. 
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Lake of Constance, or Boden See, 

Steamboats 4 times a day to Fried- 
richshafen, Rorschach and Bregenz; 
6 times to Lindau. For time and 
place of starting see time-tables, 
which "w-ill be found at all the inns. 
It is 2J hours from Constance to 
Lindau, and 1^ to Korschach or Fried- 
richshafen. Friedrichshafen to Ro- 
manshorn 1 hr. ; to Rorschach 1 J hr. 
Romanshom to Lindau, 1 j hr. 

The lake of Constance, called by 
the Germans Boden See, and anciently 
by the Romans Lacus Brigantinus 
(from Brigantia, the modem Bre- 
genz), separates Switzerland from 
Germany, and is bordered by the ter- 
ritories of 6 different states — ^Baden, 
Wiirtemberg, Bavaria, Austria, and 
Switzerland. It is 1306 ft. above the 
sea, 42 m. long, from Bregenz to Lud- 
wigshafen; about 8 m. wide between 
Friedrichshafen and Romanshom, 
the broadest part ; and 1027 ft. is its 

freatest known depth; it abounds in 
sh, of which 25 species have been 
enumerated. 

The main tributary of the lake is 
the Rhine, which flows out under the 
walls of Constance. Its accumu- 
lated deposits have formed an exten- 
sive delta at the upper end, and are 
annually encroaching. 

The banks, either flat or gently 
undulating, present little beauty of 
scenery compared vnth other Swiss 
lakes ; but they are remarkably fertile. 
The S. shore is studded with a pic- 
turesque line of ruined castles of the 
middle ages, and behind them are the 
cliffs of the Sentis. Towards the E. 
end of the lake the eye is riveted by 
the grandeur and beauty of the dis- 
tant snowy chain of the Vorarlberg. 

The water, on an average, is lowest 
in the month of February, and highest 
in June and July, when the snows 
are melting: it sometimes rises- a foot 
in 24 hours at that season. The lake, 
like that of Geneva, is subject to sud- 
den rises and falls, the origin of which 
is still obscure. 



On quitting Constance by steam* 



boat, rt is the suppressed Augustine 
convent of Kreuzlingen, now turned 
into an agricultural school, with 70 
or 80 pupfls. The edifice dates from 
the end of the Thirty Years' War, in 
the course of which the preceding 
building was destroyed. 

The Church possesses a remarkable 
example of wood-carving by a 
Tyrolese, representing the Passion, 
with many hundred small figures ; 
also a vest embroidered with pearls, 
the gift of Pope John XXIIL in 
1414. 

The canton of Thurgau, or Thur- 
go vie, which occupies the S. shore from 
Constance to Arbon, is distinguished 
for its surpassing fertility. Instead 
of rocks and mountains, and alpine 
pastures, the characteristics of other 
parts of Switzerland, this canton^ pre- 
sents richly-cultivated arable land, 
waving with corn and hemp ; the place 
of forests is supplied by orchards; it 
is, indeed, the garden and granary of 
Helvetia. The country is at the same 
time thickly peopled, abounding in 
villages and cheerful cottages. 

The nunnery of Munsterlingen, 
about 4 m. further, was suppressed in 
1838, and converted into an hospital. 
The old convent near the water was 
the scene of the reconciliation be- 
tween the Emperor Sigismund and 
Duke Frederick of Austria, 1418. 

Homanshom (Rte. 10) — (^Inns : H. 
Bodan and Romerhom, good) — Ter- 
minus of the Rly. from Winterthur 
and Ziirich. It is the chief port of 
communication by steamer with 

Friedrichshafen, on the N. shore of 
the lake {Inns : Deutsches Haus, near 
the Rly. stat. with garden, first-rate; 
Krone ; Konig von Wiirtemberg ; 
Seehof ). Here is the Villa of the 
Bang of Wiirtemberg, formerly the 
convent of Hofen, in which he usually 
passes a part of the summer. During 
the absence of the royal family the 
Gardens are open to the public. 
Friedrichshafen is the terminus of 
the Stuttgart Rly., which joins the 
Baden Rly. at Bruchsal. The rly. 
runs down to the side of the steamer, 
and luggage-trains are carried bodily 
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across the lake to Bomanshom. The 
Eiedle\& a pretty wood with roads and 
walks. 

Arhon (^Inns : B&r, near the station, 
good ; Engel ; Kreuz), a picturesque 
walled town close upon the lake. The 
Bomans under Augustus built here, 
upon the high road from Augst and 
Vindonissa to Bregenz, a fort, which 
they called Arbor Felix. It was aban- 
doned by them t.o the Alemanni in 
the 5th century. The Castle, on an 
eminence overlooking the lake, was 
built 1510, but its tower is said to rest 
on Roman foundations. The Church, 
lately restored, contains some good 
glass. The belfry, detached, was 
boarded,not walled, on the side nearest 
the castle, in order that no force hostile 
to the lords of the castle should be 
enabled to shelter in it, or annoy the 
castle from thence. St. GaUus, an 
Irish monk, the founder of the great 
monastery of St. Gall, is said to nave 
died at Arbon (▲.d. 640), and the 
place was a favourite residence of 
Conradin of Hohenstaufen. 

Lmdau (Jnns : Bayerischer Hof, 
good ; H. Beutemann ; Deutscher 
Haus), 5000 Inhab., is the terminus 
of the Bavarian Bly., 5 hrs. from 
Augsburg. It is an interesting old 
town, on an island, surrounded by 
ramparts. (See Handbook fob South 
Gebmaky.) 

Railway open from Lindau to Blu- 
denz by 

Bregenz Stat 3600 Inhab. (^Irm: 
Oesterreichischer Hof, on the lake ; 
fl. Montfort; Weisses ICreuz ; Krone ; 
Schweizerhof ) ; the Roman Brigan- 
tium, chief place in the Vorarlberg. 
Pedestrians mtending to travel from 
Switzerland into the Tyrol may find 
it a good plan to pass their heavy 
luggage at the Austrian custom-house 
here, and forward it by rail to Inns- 
bruck or Botzen. (See Rte. 67, and 
Handbook foe South Germany.) 

Rorschach (Rte. 65). Temwms of 
the Railways to St. Gall (Rte. 65) 
and to Ragatz and Coire up the val- 



ley of the Rhine (Rte. 66). A short 
distance from Rorschach is the mouth 
of the Rhine, £. of which is the 
Vorarlberg in Austrian territory. 



BOUTE 9. 

SCHAPPHAUSEN TO ZXJEICH— EHEINFALL 
RAILWAY. 

Schaflhanscn. Eng. m. 

Dachsen 3 

Andelfingen 1 

Winterthur 18 

Effretikon 24 

WalUsellen 30 

Zttrich .35 

6 Trains daily, in 2 to 2 hre. 20 m. 

After leaving Schaffhausen, the rly. 
crosses the Rhine by a long st<me 
bridge in the midst of the foaming 
rapids just above the fall. It then 

E asses under the Castle of Laufen, 
y tunnel, on emerging from which 
a rapid view of the Falls may be 
caught on the rt. 

Dachsen Stat. (Hotel Witzig) about 
10 min. walk from the F^ls and 
Schloss Laufen hotel. (See Rte. 7.) 
The rlv. keeps for a short distance 
above the wooded bank of the Rhine, 
forming a road wonderfully pic- 
turesque; but the river soon winds 
away, and the rail proceeds through 
a fertile country towards the valley 
of the Thur, making a great bend to 
pass that river near 

Andelfingen Stat. Beyond this it 
ascends a considerable incline, to 
cross the ridge between the valleys 
of the Thur and the Toss, and affords 
a fine view on the rt. before descending 
into the broad vale of the Toss. 

Wwterthur Junct Stat. (Buffet) 
(fims: Lowe, best; Krone; Adler; 
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Sonne), a manufacturing town of 
13,600 Inhab. (chiefly Protestants), 
consisting of long parallel streets, 
crossed lay smaller ones at right 
angles. The new house of Assembly 
for the Canton is a large and handsome 
building. The Post Office and School- 
house are also handsome. The School- 
house contains the Public Library, and 
Museum, with a collection of Swiss 
animals, and coins, &c., from the ad- 
jacent village of Obenointerthur, site 
of the Roman Vitodurum, 

The weaving of cambric, the print- 
ing of cotton, and the manufacture 
of machinery, are thriving branches 
of industry here. 

Thisis the junct. 3ta.t,of the Rorschach 
and St, Gall line with that of Romans- 
horn (Rte. 10), and of the line through 
Stein and Singen to Stuttgart There 
are also lines to Waldshut by Eglisau and 
to Sapperschwyl by the tSss Valley, 

It is a pleasant walk to the Castle 
of Kyhwrg, nearly 4 m. S. of Winter- 
thur, on a height to the 1. of the 
rly. Strangers are admitted. It is 
memorable in history as an an- 
cient possession of the House of 
Austria, inherited 1264, by Rudolf 
of Habsburg, on the failure of the line 
of powerful Counts of Kyburg, who 
flourished between the 9th and 13th 
cents. Here Rudolf and other em- 
perors often resided, and here they 
kept the regalia of the empire. The 
Castle passed from them 1375, yet the 
!Emp. of Austria still retains the title of 
Count of Kyburg. Prom 1452 to 1798 
it was occupied by a Ziirich bailiff 
(Landvog^), and is now private pro- 
perty. It is furnished in antique 
style ; contains a picture gaUery, 
chamber of torture, and old chapel 
with original frescoes on its walls. 
Pine view from the towers. 

After leaving Winterthur the rly. 
follows the rawer picturesque vaUey 
of the Toss, passing rt. the ancient 
Dominican Convent of T6ss (now a 
factory), the retreat of the Empress 
Agnes after the murder of her father, 
Ainert of Austria. Here her daughter- 
in-law, Elizabeth of Hungary, took 
the veil, and died in the odour of 
sanctity: her monument, widi the 



arms of Hungary, is visible in the 
existing church. The cloisters, built 
with the church in 1469, are orna- 
mented with fresco paintings of Bible 
subjects; left is seen the castle of 
Kyburg. 

The rly. crosses the Toss, and 
passes into the vaUey of the Glatt, 
which flows from the Qreif en-see ; on 
the 1. there is a view of Glarnisch and 
other mountains. 

Effretihon Junct. Branch rly. to 
Pfaffikon, and thence to Wetzikon, on 
the rly. to Rapperschwyl (Rte. 13). 

WalliseUen Junct. Rly. to Rap- 
perschwyl, &c. (Rte. 13). 

Oerlikon Junct. Branch rly. along 
the valley of the Glatt to Bulachy and 
thence in progress to Schafihausen. 

Shortly after leaving Oerlikon a 
tunnel under the hill of Weid is tra- 
versed ; on emerging from it the Lim- 
mat is crossed, and, after making some 
very sharp curves, the rly. reaches 

Ziirich Station — one of the hand- 
somest and largest in Switzerland — 
at the extremity of the Bahnhof 
Strasse, which reaches to the lake. 

Inns : first-class — H. Baur au Lac : 
H. Bellevue, conmiand fine views over 
the lake ; H. Victoria ; H. National, 
both near the station ;' H. Bauer 
Stadt ; H. Central, on the river. 

Second-class : H. Habis ; H. St. 
Gotthard ; Stork and H. Schwert 
(Epee), both on the Limmat ; H. 
Schweitzerhof. 

Post-Office.— Bahnhof St. 

Strangers* Office of Information 
(Bureau des Etrangers) : on the 

f round-floor of the Exchange. Open 
aily, gratis, 9-12 A.M. and 2-5 p.m. 
Established by the Municipality and 
Public Bodies for the benefit of 
visitors. 

English Service on Sundays in St. 
Ann's Church, near the Botanical 
Garden. R. C. Church in Ausser-Sihl. 
Railways — To B&le by Aarau and 
Olten; to Romanshom and Con- 
stance ; to Schaffhausen ; to St. 
Gall and Rorschach; to Coire and 
the Engadine; to Ragatz, St. Gall, 
Bregenz, and Innsbruck ; to Berne ; 
to Zug and Lucerhg.^'^^8^^ 
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steamboats go many times a day 
fromZurich to the otherendof thelake 
(Rapperschwyl), and to all places on 
the borders of the lake. 

The Museum Club, close to the 
Unter Briicke, contains a capital read- 
ing-room, where English newspa^rs 
and Beviews are taken in ; besides 
more than 300 of the best Continental 
journals. Travellers can be intro- 
duced for a few days by a member 
or Innkeeper. Open 9 A.M. to 9.30 p.m. 

Booksellers: Albert Miiller, Casar, 
Schmidt, and Meyer and Zeller, have 
a good collection of guide-books and 
photographs. 

LiUenkron, chemist, in the Wein 
Platz, makes up English prescriptions. 

Baths (swimming) in the lake near 
the H. Baur au Lac for men, and for 
women near the Bauschanze, in the 
liimmat. 

Ziirich, the seat of a university, the 
most important manufacturing town 
of Switzerland, and capital of a can- 
ton distinguished for prosperous in- 
dustry, has 87,000 Inhab., nearly all 
Frotestants, and lies at the N. end 
of the lake of Ziirich, and on the 
banks of the Limmat, just where it 
issues from the lake in a rapid crys- 
talline stream ; it is bounded on the 
W. by another river, the Sihl. The 
flourishing condition of Zurich is 
visible in the improvements going 
forward and in the number of new 
buUdings. The banks of the Lake 
and the Limmat, and the neighbour- 
ing hills, are thickly dotted with 
houses, now united with the town it- 
self by the removal (in 1833) of the 
useless and inconvenient ramparts, 
and forming a wide circle of suburbs. 

Ziirich abounds in handsome mod- 
em buUdings, and no Swiss town has a 
finer street than the BahnhofsstrasBe, 
in or near which are placed such 
palatial edifices as the Boys' School, 
Central Hof, various Banks, the 
Fost-Office and the Exchange, while 
it is lined with the best shops. The 
lake and the Limmat are bordered by 
magnificent QitaySf which are con- 
nected by the Qnai Brdcke crossing 
the river near its mouth, opposite H. 
BeUeTue* 



Ziirich is divided by the Limmat 
into the Kleine Stadt (1. bank) and 
Grosee Stadt (rt) 

One old ch. deserves a visit, the 
GrosS'Munster, on the rt. bank of 
the Limmat, surmounted by 2 W. 
steeples, one of which is called Charle- 
magne's Tower, and bears a crowned 
figure supposed to represent that 
monarch. It is a massive Romanesque 
edifice of the 11th and 12th cents., and 
worthy of respect as the scene of 
Zwingli's bold preachings of Reform- 
ation in the Church, and amend- 
ment of morals. The exterior has 
been extensively repaired. The in- 
terior has some curiou^ bas-reliefs of 
the 12th cent., but is severely plain and 
covered with whitewash. The door 
will be opened on knocking. It has 
no W. entrance, and ends square to 
the E. Its nave is supported on square 
pillars and round arches: beneath is 
a very perfect crypt. See the very 
fine N. dx)orway with detached shafts 
and the adjoining cloisters raised upon 
small low triple arches, with slender 
columns and capitals of various pat- 
terns. They have been restored. 

The Frau-Munster (13th centy.), 
close to the Minster Bridge, has been 
completely modernised. 

The house in .which Zmngli passed 
the last six years of his life is No. 1 
in the Gross-Miinster Platz. 

The Peterskirche (with the large 
clock), on the L bank of the Limmat, 
had for its minister, for 23 years, 
Lavater, the author of the renowned 
work on Physiognomy, who was bom 
at Ziirich. On the capture of the 
town by the French army, he was shot, 
within a few steps of nis own door, 
by a French soldier, to whom, but 
two minutes before, he had given wine 
and ofiered money, and whue he was 
in the act of assisting another soldier 
who had been wounded. A high re- 
ward was offered by Massena for the 
discovery of the murderer : but Lava- 
ter refused to inform against him. 
After lingering through three months 
of excruciating agony, Lavater ex- 
pired, Jan. 2, 1801, at the parsonage : 
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his fi;raye is marked by a simple stone 
in tne churchyard, 

TheAuffustiner'Kirche, a well-restored 
ch., contains 2 modern frescoes by De- 
schwanden. 

The Town Library, close to the Mun- 
aterbrucke, in a building formerly 
a church (Wasserkirche), contains, in 
addition to 120,000 printed volumes and 
4000 MSS., 100 vols, of autograph 
letters of early Beformers ; 3 Latin 
letters of Lady Jane Qrey to Bullinger, 
in a beautifully clear and regular 
hand — Zwinglis Greek Bible, with 
marginal notes (chiefly Hebrew) by 
himself ; a Roman inscription, giving 
the ancient name of 2iurich, Turi" 
cum ; a bust of Lavater, by Darmeckerj 
a portrait of Zwingli and his daughter, 
by Hans Asper ; a model in relief of a 
large part of Switzerland, superior to 
that at Lucerne ; some fossil bones 
from Oehningen, including one de- 
scribed by ^heuchzer as a human 
skull, though in reality a portion of 
a salamander — fossils of the Glarus 
slate, chiefly fishes, from the Ilat- 
tenberg, and a most interesting col- 
lection of antiquities from the ^Swiss 
Lake Dvoellings, first discovered at 
Obermeilen on the L. of Zurich, and 
described by Prof. Keller. 

The Arsenal, a modem building 
near the Sihl river, contains some 
ancient armour and early breech- 
loading and rifled guns, the sword 
and armour of Zwingli. There are 
several tattered stancbrds, taken by 
the Swiss from their enemies, in- 
cluding one of Charles the Bold of 
Burg^dy. But this collection is 
inferior to those in several other Swiss 
cantons. 

One' of the handsomest modem 
buildings is the Polytechnic Schools and 
University, situated on the hill, near 
the Great Hospital, designed by 
Semper, built 1860-64. It is a na- 
tional school for pupils above the age 
of 17, supported by a yearly grant 
of 250,000 fr. from the Confederation. 
Each pupil pays but 11 5 fr. for a year's 
instruction, which is so practical, 
good, and cheap, that foreign pupils 
contribute about two«>thirdi3 of the 
total number. 



The University, established 1832-3, 
when many professors, expelled 
from other countries for their poli- 
tical opinions, repaired hither as 
teachers. The terrace in front com- 
mands a fine view. The Library con- 
tains many ori&;inal MSS. of the early 
reformers ; and the Jftis^tmi collections 
of geology, zoology, and botany, 
including the Herbarium of Conraid 
Gesner. A little higher on the hill 
is the Observatory, The Chemical 
Laboratory near this is one of the 
best appointed in Europe. 

The chief attraction of Zurich lies 
in the Walks and Promenades in and 
about the town, and the splendid 
views they command S. of the Alpine 
Chain. Pre-eminent among these are 
the Broad Quays which line the lake 
and Limmat and the Upper Bridge 
across that river, the Public and 
Botanic Gardens which are well main- 
tained, and the terraces on the heights 
on either side, as the Hohe Promen- 
ade above H. Bellevue. Of course 
the higher you ascend the wider the 
views over lake and mountains. 

The most prominent and interesting 
of the peaks beg^innine at the E., are 
the Sentis in Appenzel^ barely visible ; 
Glamisch and Todi, in Glams, Achsel- 
bere and Mytha in Schwyz, and Uri 
Botnstock and Albis. 

On the Platz Promenade the trian- 
gular piece of gpround at the Junction 
of the Limmat and Sihl, N. of the 
Rly.Stat., planted with shady avenues, 
is a simple monument to the memory 
of Solomon Gessner, author of * The 
Death of AbeL' 

History, — ^A Roman station, Cas- 
trum Turicense, probably gave rise 
both to the town and its name. In 
1218 Frederick n. declared Ziirich a 
free Imperial city. Rudolf of Habs- 
burg, as its senend, destroyed several 
of the neighbouring castles, and after- 
wards, as Emperor, accorded the town 
important privileges. The Zilrichers, 
under their aristocratic leaders, fought 
against the Confederates at Morgar- 
ten. A democratic revolution in the 
city in 1336 under Rudolf Bran led 
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to a change of policy, and in 1351 
Zurich entered into perpetual alliance 
with the Forest Cantons. At this time 
its prosperity rose to a great height, 
owing to its position on the road 
to Italy and the activity of its in- 
habitants. Its medical schools were 
celebrated, and it was, with Bdle, the 
chief seat of intellectual activi^ in 
Switzerland and one of the centres of 
the Beformation, which commenced, 
under the gpiidance and preaching of 
Ulrich Zwingli, in 1519, and naturally 
occasioned much bitterness in a town 
where domestic quarrels have always 
been very violent. Zurich had already, 
at an earlier period, afforded safe and 
hospitable shelter to Arnold of Brescia, 
when driven out of Italy for inveigh- 
ing agamst the temporal power of the 
Pope. It was the asylum of many 
enunent English Protestants banished 
by the persecutions of the reign of 
Queen Mary : they met with a 
friendly reception during their exHe. 
The first entire English version of 
the Bible, by Miles Coverdale, was 
printed here in 1535. Zurich was the 
scene of an important battle in Sept. 
1799, when 37,000 French under 
Massena drove out the Bussians 
under Eorsakof, and compelled them 
to fall back upon the Bhine with 
a loss of 13,000 men. <* Eternal 
glory to Massena ! " exclaims M. 
Thiers: ''he saved us at a moment 
more perilous than that of V almy or 
ofFleurus." 



The principal ifantz/ac^res are thosie 
of silk, the hand-weaving of which 
occupies many thousands m the town 
and along the shores of the lake, 
though giving place to the power- 
loom. There are numerous cotton- 
factories. There is a large paper-mill, 
1 m, S. of the city on the river Sihl, 
The cotton and silk goods made in the 
neighbourhood, and in other parts of 
the canton, are the object of an ex- 
tensive commerce with Germany and 
Italy, and compete in price with 
llnglish goods. Escher Wyss & Co.'s. 
mcmufacZry of machinery employs 700 
persons. Most of the iron steamers 
plying on the Swiss lakes are made by 



him, and boats, engines and all, are 
carried in pieces over the St. Gothard 
to the Italian lakes. 

Zurich is the native place of JB'am' 
merlin the reformer; of Gessner the 
poet, and Conrad Gessner the natural- 
ist ; of Lavater; and of Fesialozzi the 
teacher. 

Environs, a. The 'Bestaurant' Zur 
Weid, on the Kaferberg through which 
the Winterthur rly. passes by tunnel, 
1 hr.'s walk on the Baden road, has 
a fine view of the Alps, town, and 
vale of the Limmat. Otiier good 

§oints are the Earolinenburg, the 
'orster, the Jacobsburg and the 
Schlossli, all on the ZUrichberg^ ^ an 
hr.'s walk to the N.E. ; 

6. The Uetliberg, 5 m. W., and 
2864 ft. high, one of the Albis range, 
commands a fine view of the Ober- 
land and AppenzeU mountains. A 
railway (J nr., return-ticket 3 fr.) 
starts from a station on llie SeUnau, 
near the Botanical Garden. There 
are no cog-wheels, but the engine and 
carriages are very light, and the ad- 
hesion to the rails is found sufficient, 
though the last incline is 1 in 14. 
The railway is about 6 m. long, 3 
of them level, and in the last 3 m. it 
rises 1000 ft., through woods, and 
conunands pretty views. 

The Ebtel Uetliberg is close to the 
summit, a restaurant rCTto-Eulm) on 
the top. On the S. slope is the H. 
Uto-Staffel. In the summer the place 
is a crowded holiday resort from 
Zurich. The station is about 200 ft. 
below the hotel, and 300 ft below the 
summit. 

From the Uetliberg to the Albis 
Inn (Bte. 14) is a pleasant walk of 
3hrs. 
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BOUTS lO.-^BOMAKSHOBN TO ZURICH. 



Sect. I. 



ROUTE 10. 



BOUANSHOBN TO ZtBICH, BT WINTEB- 


THUB— KAILWAT. 


Eng. m. 


Bomanahorn. 


Weinfelden Stat . . U 


Mtthlheim Stat . 


. 19 




. 36 


Winterthor Stat 


. 35 


WalUaeUen Stat 


. 46 


OerlikoaStat . 


. 48 


ZilrichStat. . 


. . 61 



6 Traiiu daily, in 4 hrs. 

Romanshom (Buffet) (^Inns: Hotels 
Bodan and Romerhom, united, good, 
with garden), a town of 3640 Innab., 
and tlie principal corn-market for 
the supply of the Alpine districts 
of N. Switzerland. It is a station on 
the rly. which runs from Constance 
along the S. shore of the lake, and is 
the terminus of the N.E. Bly. from 
Winterthur, and station for the 
steamers from Friedrichshafen, Lin- 
dau, and Bregenz (Rte. 8). From 
the ancient chateau of the abbot of 
St. Gall, on the heights, there is a 
fine view over the lake (Rte. 8). 

Weinfelden, celebrated for its wines. 
The council of the canton Thurgau 
sits here. 

MuMheim. — ^Between this place and 
Constance is Hohenrain, a hill com- 
manding an extensive view. 

Frauenfeld {Irms : Schweizerhof ; 
Falke), tne chief town of canton Thur- 
govie (Germ. Thurgau), has 5800 
Inhab., and is situated on the river 
Murg, which sets in motion the wheels 
of several cotton, dyeing, and printing 
mills. The Castle, on a rock fronting 
the Murg, was biult in the 11th cen- 
tury, by one of the vassals of the 
Counts of Eybur^. 

On a hill to the S. stands the Ca- 
puchin monastery founded in 1595, 
now occupied by only 7 or 8 bre- 
thren. 

Winterthur Junot, Stat, (see Rte. 9), 

ZttelCH(Bte.9). 



ROUTE 11. 

CONSTANCE TO WINTEBTHUB, BT ETZ- 
WEILEN— BA.ILWAY. 

Trains in 2} hrs.* distance 90 m. 
The line runs through a fruitful dis« 
trict, passing many picturesque towns 
and castles. 

The train follows the Rhine, pass- 
ing through Oottlieben Stat., witn its 
monastery, and Ermatingen Stat, near 
which is Arenenberg (see Rte. 8). 

Berltngen (stat). 

Stekbom (stat). 

Mammem (stat). Here is a large 
pension, with baths. 

Eschenz (stat). 

Burg (stat), a suburb of the pictu- 
resque town of Stein (see^ Rte. 8). 

Tne rail leaves the Rhine and turns 
S. to 

Etzweilen Junction, Here the line 
from Singen falls in. 

Stammheim is the only place of any 
importance between this and Winter- 
thur. 

Near Dorlikon the line passes over 
a lofty bridge. 

Winterthur Station (see Rte. 9). 

Zurich (Rte. 9). 



ROUTE 12. 

ZURICH TO BERNE— BAILWAT. 

Eng.m. 
Ztirich. 

Baden 16 

Aaran 31 

Herzogenbacbsee .... 66 
Berne 80 

Trains in 4 to 5^ hrs. : distance about 
80 m. The line is circuitous: as far 
as Olten it is the same as to B&le. 
At Olten it joins the BSle and Berne 
line (see Rtes. 4, 5, and 6). 

There is an alternative rte., vi4 
Lucerne and the Emmenthal. 
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ROUTE 13. 

A. ZtRICIi TO BAFPEBdWElL, BY 
STEAMER. 

B. Zt^BlCH TO ZIEGELBRUCKE, BY VALE 
OF GLATT. BAILWAY. 

C. ZURICH TO BAROANS) BY BAIL. LAKE 
OF WALLENSTADT. 

Eng. in. 

Rappersweil (by water) , . l» 

„ (by rail). . . 26 

Wesen (by rail) . . 18 

or 

Wesen (by direct rail) ... 36 

WaUenstadt (by rail) ... 12 

Ragatz (by rail) 13 

This is the direct route to Coire, the 
Spliigen, Davos, and the Engadine. 

There are numerous steamers on 
the lake, and the traveller can take 
advantage of them as far as Bapj^er- 
schwyl (see local time-tables). It is a 
pleasant voyage of 2^ hrs. to Bapper- 
schwyi 

The railway along the S. shore 
of the Lake of Ziiricn will be taken 
by those to whom time is an object, 
in place of the circuitous rly. route 
to Kapperschwyl. 

The Zake of Zurich has no pre- 
tensions to grandeur of scenery; that 
must be sought for on the steep and 
romantic shores of the lakes of Iiu- 
ceme and Wallenstadt ; but it has 
a charm peculiarly its own— that of 
life and nch cultivation. Its borders 
teem with population, and are em- 
bellished and enlivened at every step 
by the work of man. The hills 
around it are less than 3000 feet 
above the sea, and descend in gentle 
slopes to the water's edge \ wooded 
on their tops, clad with vineyards, 
orchards, and gardens on their sides, 
and carpeted below with verdant 
pastures, or luxuriantly waving crops 
of grain. But the prmcipal feature 
in this landscape is the number of 
human habitations. The hills from 
one extremity to the other are dotted 
with white nouses, villas of citizens, 
cottages, and farms, while along the 
margin of the lake, and on the high 
road, they gather into frequent clusters 
around a church, forming villages 
find towns almost without number, 
[Svoitz.'] 



Every little stream descending from 
the hills is compelled to do duty by 
turning some mill ; at the mouths 
of the valleys enormous factories 
are erected, and thus the shore of 
the lake, on either side, has almost 
the appearance of one uninterrupted 
village. 

The effect of this lively foreground 
is heightened by the snowy peaks of 
the Sentis, Todi, and Glarnisch, which 
are seen at different points peering 
above the nearer hills. The charms of 
the Lake of Ziirich inspired the Idylls 
of Gessner : they are celebrated 
in an ode of Elopstock, and in the 
prose of Zimmermann. The lake is 
1.341 feet above the sea, about 
26 miles in length from Zurich to 
Schmerikon, and not more than 3 
broad at the widest part, between 
Stafa and Wadenschwyl. The great- 
est depth is 640 ft. The principal 
river falling into it is the Linth, which 
flows out at ZUrich, under the name 
of limmat. 

Scarcely any of the villages or 
towns on the lake are remarkable 
except as the seats of flourishing in- 
dustry. A few only of the principal 
places are enumerated below. The 
banks are distinguished as rt. and 
L, in reference to the course of the 
Limmat. 

L The high ridge rising on the W. 
of Ziirich, and homering the lake for 
more than 12 miles, is the Alb%8» 

rt. Kiissnacht (Inn: Sonne, excel- 
lent)— not to be confounded with its 
namesake on the Lake of Lucerne. 

L Siischiikon: behind it are the 
baths of Nidelbad, 340 ft above the 
lake. 

rt. Erlevhachy in the midst of vine- 
yards. 2 m. beyond it is a huee 
boulder-stone called Pfugstemy visiUe 
from the boat. 

L Thalwyl (^Inns: Adler; Krone). 
An elegant church has been built on 
a terrace, whence there is a lovely 
view of the lake, with the mountains 
of Appenzell and Glarus in the back- 
ground. Lavater is said to have 
vnritten a portion of his work on 
Physiognomy at the parsonage of 
Oberrieden, about 3^ m. farther on. 

D 
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1. fforgen Stat (Inns: Meyerhof, [ 
good ; pleasant garden; Lowe, clean), 
a prosperous little town of 5200 
Inhab. [Here passengers bound fbr 
liucerne or the Rigi, by way of Zug, 
may land. The road goes by a beau- 
tiful ascent and descent to SiMbrUcke ; 
thence to Zug. The distance is about 
12 m. (Bte. 14b.)] 

rt. Meilen {Innsi Lowe ; Sonne) 
and ObermeUen, scattered villages of 
3000 Inhab.y chiefly silk- weavers, with 
a Gothic church, built 1490-9. In the 
lake opposite Obermeilen the first 
discovery' of the ancient lacustrine 
dwelling-places, which have attracted 
8o much attention, was made. See 
IntrodL, § 19. 

1. WSdensweil (Rail to Einsiedeln, 
see Rte. 72); (Inn: Engel, good), 
a pretty village of 6200 Inhab., con- 
taining silk factories. The ruined 
Castley i hr.'s walk, was the residence 
of powerful barons of the same name. 

1. Michterschwyl {Inns: Drei K6- 
nige ; Engel). Here is one of' the 
largest cotton factories on the lake. 
The village is built on the boundary 
line of cantons Ziirich and Schwyz, 
and at the point where the .lake is 
broadest. Hence an excursion may 
be made to the whey-cure establish- 
ment of HvUm (1^ m.), and to the 
top of the Gottschallenberg (3743 it). 
Zimmermann resided here as phy- 
sician, . and m his work on * Solitude ' 
justly praises the extteme beauty of 
BiohterschwyL . 

rt. Stdfa (Inns: Sonne ; Lowe), 
an industrious villagCj the largest <m 
this Bide of the lake, with 3800 Inhab., 
by whom much silk and cotton are 
woven. Goethe resided here, .1797. 
The boundary of canton Zurich here 
crosses the lake. It has been calcn- 
' lated that the number of inhabitants 
on the shores, hence to the town of 
ZUrich, a distance of 16 miles, is not 
less than 12,000. 

On approaching Bappersweil : and 
its long bridge, the little isle of Ufhau 
becomes a pretty feature of the land- 
scape. It oelongs to the abbey of 
Einsiedeln, and has some celebrity as 
the retreat and burial-^lace of Ulrieh 
▼on Hatten, a l^ranconian knight^ the 



friend of Luther and Franz of Seck- 
ingen, distinguished equally for his 
talents and chivalrous bravery, but 
withal a bit of a roue. His satirical 
writings contributed not a little to the 
spread of the Reformation, but raised 
up against him such a host of enemies 
that he was forced to fly from the court 
of Charles Y., and take refuge from 
their persecution, first, with Franz of 
Seckingen, and, after his death, in 
this little island. Zwingli had pro- 
cured for him an asylum here, in the 
house of the- cure, where he died a 
fortnight aft^r his arrival (1523), at 
the age of 36. He was buried by a 
faithml friend, but all record of the 

rt in which he lies has long since 
ippeared. 

The Bridge of Rappersweil is one 
of the longest in the world : it ex- 
tends from- the town to a tongue of 
land on the opposite side, completely 
across the lake, a distance of 4800 
ft., or more than f of a mile. It is 
only 12 ft. broad, is formed of loose 
planks laid (not. nailed) upon piers, 
and is unprovided with railmg at the 
sides, 80 that only one carriage 6an 
safely pass at a time. It was origin* 
flfly constructed by Leopc^ of Ausr 
tria,'1858: the existing bridge dates 
from 1819* It^asbeensuperrodftdby 
a bridge which carries road and. rail- 
way. 

Mappersweil Stat, (Inns «• H. du Lac 
Freehof; Schwan,Doth good;. Post). 
This is a very picturesque place (2640 
Inhab.), still. partly surrounded by 
walls, and surmounted by on old Cas:^ 
(Die Grafcaibarg). The Ckurck con- 
tains some antique sacred vessels, and 
the Castle a Pohsh historical musemn. 
From the Castle terrace called X«n- 
denhof, there is a delightful view. 

N.E. of Rappersweil is the Bachtel 



(3671 ft)^ with' a-small Inn at the top, 
which is visited chiefly. by those who 
drink the waters at Gyrenbad^ a 
bathing-place N.W. of it, between 
Wetzikon and Bubikon. A tower 
95 ft. high has been built for the 
view. The Bachtel is most con* 
veaiently reached' from. Rappersweil 
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by way of the Riiti Stat, from which 
it is about 1^ hr. Mines of liipite 
are worked at Dtimteii and Kopmach 
at the foot of the mountain. 

. B. ZuH^ (or Schaffhausen) to Zie- 
geJbnkcke—hj the Vale of the Qlatt. 
Railway. About 2 hours. 

Wallisellen Junct. Stat, (Rte. 9), 
where the line to Winterthur diyerges 
1.; by- Dvbendorf and NAnrhan^ fol- 
lowing the Qlatt Thai, a valley teem- 
ing with manufacturing Industry: in- 
dustry which has expanded its hamlets 
into Tillages, mixed with white cotton 
factories and the handsome mansions 
of their owners. At the E. end the 
Glarus mountains rise into view 
with grand effect. Rt. is passed the 
Greifen See, and castle of the same 
name, in which a garrison held out 
bravely for Zurich against the Swiss 
Oonfederates under Iteding in 1444. 

Uster Stat. (Inn: Kreuz) with an 
ancient castle; and Wettikon Stat, 
[Branch line to Effretikon (Rte. 9) 
and Winterthur], remarkable for the 
lacustrine deposits found in the neigh* 
bourhood, especially at Robenhausen 
by the small Pfdffikon See. Rude 
structures have been discovered 6 ft< 
below a layer of peat, and with them 
bones of 3 species of nrochs; also 
€hamois, bisons, beavers, boars,- &c., 
with remains of apples, pears, and 
cherries. View of Alps of Glaru$, near 

Bubikon Stat, 1. rises the Bachtel, 

RuH Junction, Another line from 
Winterthur by the valley of the Toss 
here Mis in. The Rly. does not ap- 
proach the Lake of Ziirich until near 
Mappersweil Stat, (see preceding 
page). 

Schmerikon Stat, (Inns : Rossli ; See- 
hof ; Adler), at the E. extremity of 
the Lake of Ziirich. The castle of 
Grynoea, rt, stands on the Linth, a 
little above its entrance into the lake. 

Schauis Stat, {Irnii Hirsch), an ann 
dent town. Eine old glass and armour 
in the church. 

UznackSiat, (Innsf Ochs; Linth-hof, 
both fair), on an eminence, the sum- 
mit of which is occupied by a tower of 
the ancient castle and by that of the 
church* There are mines of brown 



coal at Oherkifch, to the £. in a hill 
1500 ft. hi?h. Near Uznach is a large 
cotton-mill, driving 24,480 spindles. 

The railway now leaves the lake 
and runs through the marshes of the 
Linth. This river, coming down 
from the valley of Glarus, formerly 
ran directly into the Lake of Zurich, 
and by its floods devastated the whole 
of the lower district In 1807 the 
scheme of Conrad Escher of Ziirich 
was adopted. The Linth was turned 
into the Lake of Wallenstadt, where 
its fury is now spent, and the stones 
and gravel brought down are de-* 
posited. At the same time a wide 
canal was dug between the lakes, by 
which the surplus water was carried 
off into the Lake of Ziirich. The 
works cost 60,000/., and have proved 
perfectly successful. The well-earned 
name of Von der Linth was bestowed 
on Herr Escher and his descesndants. 

Ziegelbrucka JtmctiOn, Eine view to- 
wards Glarus. Here we join the 
direct Une from Ziirich. 

C. Ziirich to ZiegelMicke and- Sitrgoma 
Railway, by S. shore of the lake. 
About 2 hours. The line skirts the 
lake to Lachen, with beautiful views. 

Horgen Stat, Here a portion of the 
line and the station fell into the lake 
soon after it was first opened. Kear 
the Av, station is a hotel oii a penin«- 
snla overlooking the lake. 

WadensweilJunct. Branch line hence 
to Einsiedeln in 1 hour (Rte. 72). 

Riohterswyl Stat^^ opposfite Rapper- 
sweiL 

Lachen Stat, (Inns: Bar; Ochse). 
[Hence there is a path to Glarus by 
the WUggithal and over the Karrenegg 
Pass, There is ah inn at Hinter 
Wag^thal. From Vorder WagffitKal 
the Schw&ndi Sch^deck leads to 
N'afels.] Here the line leaves the 
lake and traverses a marshy plain. 
Crossing the Linth Canal, it joins 
the Rappersweil line at Zlegel- 
brttcke. Hence it is 1 J hr. to Sargans, 
2i hrs. to Coire (Rte. 81). Rly. to 
Glarus and Linthal branches rt (Rte. 
74), before reaching 

Wesen Junct, Stat. (Buffet) (Inn: 
Zum . Sp^er, good, charmingly situ« 
o 2 
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ated on the height to the 1.). The 
Stat, is at a little distance from the 
village and lake. 

Wesen (Inns : Schwert H* and Pen- 
sion, comfortahlO) on the lake H* & P. 
Bossli; H. 80 F. Mariahalden, both 
good), a village at the W. extremity 
of the lake of WaUenstadt, and in 
the midst of scenery of great magni- 
ficence. Aboye it are some remains 
of a fort, and a cayem called the 
Ghosts* Ch(mber(Gei8terstvbe\ Pleasant 
walks on the banks of the Lake. 

[The ascent of the Speer, 6417 ft, 
is made in 3^ hrs. : it commands a 
noble view, particularly of the Glar- 
nisch and Todi. There is a good 
Inn, with 40 beds, half an hour 
below the top. From the summit the 
traveller may reach Nesslau in the 
Toggenbure (Rte. 71) in 2^ hrs. The 
Speer is the farthest E. of several 
similar points on a ridge. 

A pass without any difficulty from 
Wesen to WUdfutua between the Leist" 
kamm and the Qvimen may be accom- 
plished, including the ascent of the 
Gulmen, in 7 or 8 hours' walking.] 

The railway next crosses the Linth 
oanal and the new course of the 
Linth, and reaches the shore of the 
Lake of Walknstadt or WaUensee, 1386 
ft. above the sea, about 10 miles long 
and 1^ broad, and at its greatest depth 
600 ft. Its scenery is grand, but 
somewhat wanting in variety. Its N. 
shore consists of colossal cliffs of 
lime and sandstone, regularly strati- 
fied, and so nearly precipitous that 
there is room for no roao, and only 
for a very few cottages at their base, 
while their steep surface, almost 
destitute of verdure, gives to this lake 
a savage and arid character. The S. 
side consists of more gradually sloping 
hUls covered with vegetation and over- 
topped by the tall bare peaks of more 
distant mountains. Here there are 
several villages, and a path, very 
rough and irregular as far as 
Muhlehomy runs along it. Before the 
railway was made there were steamers 
on the lake. In Jan. 1851 the steamer 
was submerged by a squall, and every 
soul on board— 14 in all— perished. 
It was fished up from a great depth. 



The precipices aloiig the N* bank 
vary between 2000 and 3000 feet 
itk neight, and the stranger is sur- 
prised to learn that above them are 
situated populous villages and ex- 
tensive pastures crowded with cattle. 
Such a one is the village of Amden 
(H. and P. Leistkamm, good and mo- 
derate), containing 1 280 Inhab., nearly 
1500 feet above the lake. It is ap- 
proached by a new road, replacing 
a narrow and steep path, sloping 
upwards from Wesen along the face 
Of the mountain. Several waterfalls 
precipitate themselves over this wall 
of rock, or descend, by gashes or rents 
in its sides ; but they dwindle into 
insignificance by the end of summer. 
A beautiful excursion may be made 
from Wesen or WaUenstadt to these 
villages. 

Quinten is the only village on the 
N. shore of the lake. At the mouths 
of the streams and gullies, on the 
opposite side there are several, such 
as Terzen and Quarten^ whose names 
clearly refer to the ancient military 
occupation of this district by the Ro- 
mans. Prima and Secunda (Prwnsch 
and Siguns) are fSurms £. of the lake, 
near Flums Stat. 

Until the railway was made there 
was no road on either side of the 
lake. The railway runs along the S. 
shore; crossing the ravines by bridges, 
and penetratmg the headlands by 
tunnels, 9 in number. Fine views of 
the lake are obtained at intervals. 

MUhkhom Stat, (Inn: Tellsnlatte). 
Here is a large cotton-mill. Hence a 
delightful wuk of about 3 hrs. over 
the shoulder of the mountain to Mollis 
in the valley of Glarus. 

Murff Stat, (Inns: Kreuz; Roesli), 
at the mouth of the Murgthal, a glen 
leading up to the 

Murtschenstock (8012 ft.). The sum- 
mit of this mountain, apparently in- 
accessible, is traversed tnrough and 
through by a cavern, which, though 
of large size, looks from iko lake 
like the eye of a bodkin. The 
hole is best seen when abreast of 
the village of Miihlehom; b^ those 
not aware of the fact, it might be 
mistaken for a patch of snow, Thi4 
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peak is said to be a favourite resort 
of chamois. 

The N.E. extremity of the lake is 
bounded by the 7 picturesque peaks 
of the Sieben Churfirsten, At their feet 
lies 

WaUenstadt fi'te*. — village a mile 
from the station — {Inns: Zum Chur- 
firsten at the Stat., good; Hirsch; 
Seehoif) ; a scattered township of 
2830 Inhab.; nearly k nufrom the lake, 
of which it commands no view. The 
fiats of the valley around and above it 
are marshy, and the neighbourhood 
was formerly very unhealuy, so long 
as the irregularities of the Liinth ob- 
structed the passage of the waters of 
the lake. A large trade in timber 
has sprung up on the shore N. of the 
lake. 

[A steep and rugged path by the 
side of the Churfirsten, commanding 
magnificent views, leads over the Hin' 
terruck in 6 hrs. to Wildhaus (Rte. 711 
There is a beautiful walk by the vil- 
lages N. of the lake, Sael, Quinten 
Amden, to Wesen.J 

There is considerable beauty in the 
valley of the Seez, and there are rich 
iron-mines, interesting to visit, in the 
Chnzen above Sargans; their yearly 
yield is 50,000 cwt. As the ore is 
hematite, everything belonging to the 
miners is reddened, even their cats. A 
good climber will enjoy a scramble to 
the top of the Gonzen, a panoramic 
point of view. A ladder of 60 steps, 
chained against the face of a cliff, has 
to be surmounted. 

Mels Stat. (Im: Mehwrhof). On 
rt. the Seez comes down the Weisstan- 
nen Thai, a valley leading by the pass 
of the Bieseten to Matt and by the 
Ramina or Foo Pass to Elm in the 
Semf Thai (see below). 

Sargans Junct. Stat. (Buffet, Hotel 
Thomal, near the station), some way 
from 

Sargans (^Tnns: H. Thoma; Lowe), 
a picturesque old town at, the foot 
of the. Gonzen, on an eminence 
crowned by a castle, formerly seat 
of the C!ount8 of Werdenberg-Sar- 
gans. It stands upon the watershed 
dividing the streams which f«ed the 



Rhine from those which fall into 
the lake of WaUenstadt ; and this 
natural embankment is so slight 
(about 200 paces across and less than 
20 fbet high) that, as the deposits 
brought down by the Rhine are con- 
stantly raising its bed, it is not impos- 
sible, though scarcely probable, that 
the river may change its course, re- 
linquish its present route by the lake 
of Constance, and take a shorter cut 
by the lakes of WaUenstadt and Zii- 
nch. It was calculated by Escher von 
der Linth, from actual measurements^ 
that the waters of the Rhine need rise 
but 19^ feet to pa3s into the lake of 
WaUenstadt; and it is, indeed, re- 
corded that the river, swollen by long 
rains in 1618, was prevented taking 
this direction only by the construction 
of dams along its banks. Geologists 
argue, from the identity of the de- 
posits of gravel in the valley of the 
Upper Rhine with those in the vale 
of Seez, that the river actually did 
pass out this way at one time. The 
rly. from Winterthur, St Gall, and 
Rorschach falls in -here (Rte. 66). 

[From Sargans and Mels there are 
2 passes by the Weisstannen Thai to 
the Semf Thai, on the way to Glarus 
or Stachelberg, and another to the 
Calfeuser Thai, a pleasant round* 
about rte. to the Baths of Pfaffers 
and Ragatz. The Weisstannen Thai, 
which is entered through a gorge, is 
bounded 1. by the savage summits of 
the (rrau-ffifmer, of which the highest 
point, the Piz Sol, is about 9340 ft. It 
IS a drive of 3 hrs. to Weisstannen (Inn: 
Alpenho^ fair), at the junction of the 
Seez with the stream flowing from the 
Piz SoL Here the two passes to the 
Semf Thai divide. 

0. Rieseten Grat (6 hrs.). The pass 
lies between the Faulenstock (N.) and 
H&rten (S.) The descent is down the 
Rieseten Alp and the Krauchthal to 

Matt in the Semf Thai. 

h, Ramina, or Foo Pass, 6772 ft. (10 
hrs.). The path turns 1. up the Unter* 
seezalp and Too Alp to a pass between 
the Foosidckli (N.) and Sokeibe (S.). 
The descent lies down the Ramina Alp 
to mm, in the Sernf ThaJr^'^^'^^^i'^ 
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c. The 3rd pass leads to VdttiSt 
opposite the mouth of the Calfeuser 
Thai, above the Baths of Ffaffers, in 
11 hrs. from 

Weisatannen, 2 rtes. pass over the 
mountain, the easiest being up the 
valley running S. from this village. 

The i>ass conamands a fine view of 
the Saraona glacier. Descent into the 
Calfeuser Thai. 

St, Martin, 

The remainder of this route up the 
TftUey of the Rhine, by 

Magatg Stat, to 

Coire (or Chur) Terminus is de- 
scribed in Rte. 81. 



EOUTE 14. 

A. ZURICH TO ZUG AND LUCERNE — 
RAILWAY. 

B. ZURICH TO ZUa, BT H0R6EN (LAKB 
OF ZUG). 

Eng. m. hrs. xnin. 
Zug . • ^ • . . 18 a 1 30 
Lucerne . . • . • 19 := 50 

Most travellers now takd the rail- 
road, thus missing the fine views of 
the old Albis road — ^which is, how- 
ever^ noticed below as an excursion. 
It is 17| m. by it to Zug. 

At Altstetteru, about 3 m. from 
Ziiri^h, the Zug Ely. leaves the 
Olten line and makes a sharp turn to 
the 8. round the base of Uetliberg, 
the hotel on which is conspicuous. 
It then ascends a valley by the side 
of a green hill. 

Birmensdorf Stat, Pretty view of 
the town below. 

Affoltem Stat, (Inn : Krone). 

[From this may be made the ascent 
of the Albis, 

Albis* Inn: Hirsch, with mode- 
rate accommodation and a magni- 
ficent prospect. The best point of 
view, however, is the Signal (Hoch- 
wacht, 2887 ft., called also Schna- 
bel), a height off the road, about a 
mile above the inni' it takes in 
nearly the whole of the Zurichersee. 
Between the foot of the mountain 
and the lake th^ trI^ of the S'M 



intervenes. Its wooded slopes were 
the favourite retreat of the pastoral 
poet Gessner. In 1799 they were oc- 
cupied by two hostile armies — that 
of the Prench. under Massena, who 
encamped on the slope of the Albis, 
and that of the Russians, who were 
on the rt bank of the Sihl. They 
watched each other for more than 3 
months ; untH Massena, by a mas- 
terly movement, crossed the Limmat, 
out off part of the Russian force, and 
compelled the rest to TCtreat 

On the W. are seen the little lake 
of Tiirl, the Baths at Wengi, near 
Aeugst, and at a distance of 10 miles 
the TOautiftil convent of Muri in Aar« 
gau (now an agricultural school). S. 
of the lake is the church of Kappel, 
where Zwingli died ; farther oflf the 
lake of Zug, and behind it the Bigi 
and Filatus, disclosing between them 
a little bit of the lake of Lucerne. 
The grandest feature, however, is 
the snowy chain of the Alps. The 
view has beeu engpraved by Keller.] 

Metmenstetten Stat. 

[About 3 m. from this is JIausen, 
and near it Albi^runn, about 2000 ft. 
above the sea, a large and handsome 
water-cure establishment, under the 
management of Dr. Brunner. Trar- 
vellers are also received. It is a 
pleasant residence among green pas- 
tures and fir-trees, with a beautiful 
view of the Bernese Alps. 

Beyond Ifausen is Kappel, where 
Zwingli, the Reformer, attending the 
Ziirich Protestants to battle, was 
killed by a man of Unterwalden, 
Oct. 1 1, 1631. The church of Kappel, 
formerly attached to a convent, is of 
the 13th cent.] 

Soon after leaving Metmenstetten 
the Rigi and the Oberland mountains 
come into view, and the tall slender 
spire of Cham church is seen. Near 
Chani {Im: Rabe) the rly. turns to 
the 1., and runs into 

Zug Stat,^ dose to the town. 

^Zug (Inns: Hirsch, good; Lowe, 
well situated on the lake ; Bellevue ; 
Ochs, in a very old house ; Schiff ; 
U. de la (jarp), the capital of cwitoft 
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Zug, in size the smallest state of the 
Confederation, has 4924 Inhab., and 
is prettily situ&ted at the N;E. comer 
of the lake. It has an antiquated 
look, partially surrounded by its old 
walls, and a deserted air, which the 
rly., now connecting it with Ziirich 
and Lucerne, may perhaps remove. 
Its inhabitants, are chiefly occupied 
with agricultural pursuits. The rich 
crops, vineyards, orchards, and gar- 
dens, on, the borders of the lake, pro- 
claim a soil not ungrateful to the 
cultivator. 

There are some old arms in the 
Arsenal, and a standard taken at 
Arbedo in a battle between the Swiss 
and Milanese, 1422. 

The Ch, of St Michael, outside the 
town, like many of the churches in 
the Roman Catholic cantons, has a 
bonehovse atteiched to it, containing 
many himdred skulls. It is the cus- 
tom for relations to cause the dkulls 
of the dead to be taJsen up, cleaned, 
labelled with their names and date 
of birth and death, and then .placed 
in the bonehouse. The skulls are 
no lon^ visible. The Cemetef^ is 
filled with quaint gilt crosses, and the 
^aves are planted with flowers. The 
Targe building near is a nunnery and 
schooL 

St. Omald, with the tall spire, is of 
German Gothic, and has some good 
stone figures on the buttresses. Near 
it is a Capuchin monastery. 

There are, near the lake, some 
dirty narrow streets of very old 

On the Zugerberg (3222 ft.) are two 
large and comfortable hoteUpension$, 
Felsenegg and Schdnfeh, IJ hr. from 
Zag by a good carriage-road. Omni- 
bus twice a day from the stat. They 
eominand a beautiful view of the Lake 
of Zug ; pension 4 to 5 fr. 

Schdnbnmn, Baths and Pension, IJ 
m. W. of Zng, 2329 ft. Comfortable, 
in a natural park. 

From Zue, the trains run back on 
the Ziirich hne nearly as fkr as 

Cham Btat {Iwn: Babe). The slender 
spire of the ch. is very reinarkable. 
At this village is a large establish- 



ment for condensing milk, which is 
largely exported to England. 
The Blgi is now seen on the 1., and 
Pilatus in front. The eountry improves, 
and the line enters the valley of the 
Beuss just before Qislikon Stat. The 
valley here is very pretty. Just be- 
yond Ebiken Stat, is the little lake 
of Rothsee. The rly. then crosses the 
Beuss by a light-looking bridge, and 
joins the line &om Olten (Rte. 3) lust 
before entering the tunnels leading 
to Zuoeme (see next Bte.) 

B. Zurich to Zug by Horgen (Lake of 

Horgen (Inns: Meyerhof, pleasantly 
situated ; Lowe). To this place see 
Bte. 13. Carriages for Zug (12 or 14 
fr. : 3 hrs.* &ive) are generally 
to be found on the quay. A brown 
coal or lignite is foimd here; not 
fit, however, for steam-boilers. The 
road immediately begins to ascend by 
a series of zigzags, affording fine views 
over the lake; and from tKe pension 
Bocken (aji. old chateau), about t m. 1. of 
the road, a still finer view is obtained. 
The ascent occupies friU 1^ hr., after 
which the descent is at once com^ 
menced, the road running for the 
most part along the rL bank of the 
Sihl, crossing it at the village of 

Sihlbriicke, by a covered bridge, 
which connects the cantons Ziirich 
and Zug. [A good road leads 1. 
(2^ hrs. on foot) to Egeri and its 
lake. The new watering - place of 
SchUnbrunn (Pension 83 to 52 fr. per 
week) is half-way. .The waters are 
cold, about 44° Fahr. Fgeri (Inn: 
good but homely quarters) is a thriv- 
ing town, fr6m its cotton maiuifac- 
ture and embroidery. The Lake of 
Mgeri, 2383 ft, is pleading in scenery, 
and its shore memorable as the battle- 
field of Morgarten (Bte. 72). Zug may 
be reached from Egeri in 1§ hr. by 
following the river which flows from 
the lake, as fkr as the paper-mill ; by 
then crossing it and keepiug above 
AUenwindeng 

From the ndge beyond Sihlbriicke, 
the Bigi and Pilatus are first ^eef^r 
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Star (Inn: Lindenhof), a village 
with a ootton-mill which has 60,000 
spindles, and 642 windows. [A path 
through the forest leads direct to 
SchonDrunn.3 

A straight level road leads to Zug 
(see above). 

The Lake of Ztig, whose surface is 
1369 feet above the sea, is 8 m. long, 
2} m. broad, and of a maximum 
depth of 1280 ft. Its banks are low, 
or gently-sloping hills, except on 
the S., where the Rigi, rising ab- 
ruptly from the water's edge, presents 
its precipices towards it, forming a 
feature of considerable OTandeur, in 
conjunction with the Puatus. The 
JRu/?, or Rossherg, 5190 ft, in the S.E. 
corner, is also lofty and steep ; the 
lake, at its base, is not less than 
1200 ft. deep. 

Steamersy which touch first at Im- 
mensee and then at Art, run 3 or 4 
times a day (Rte. 18). 

•flmmensee. Inn: H. du Rigi, com- 
fortable and moderate. Omnibus to 
Kiissnacht, by TelFs Chapel, through 
the hoMe Gasse (Hollow Way). 

t Art ( Inns : Schwarzer Aaler, good ; 
Hotel du Rigi ; Sonne), a village 
of 2447 Inhab., occupies a charm- 
ing position on the lake of Zug, 
between the base of the Bigi and the 
Bossberg. There is a Capuchin mo- 
nastery here. In the Treasury of the 
Church are preserved a richly-worked 
crucifix and chalice of silver, which 
belonged to Charles the Bold, and 
were Teh by him on the field of Grand- 
son, besides some gaudy priests' robes. 

One of the rauways up the Bigi 
starts from Art, and there is also a 
mule-path to the top. 

An excellent road to Art winds 
round the base of the Bossberg, 
famous for the catastrophe caused by 
the fall of a portion of it (see Bte. 18). 
Near the chapel of St. Adrian a small 
monument has been erected on the 
spot where the arrow is supposed to 
have fallen which Heinrich von Hu- 
nenberg shot out of the Austrian lines 
into the S^ms camp, before the battle 
of Morgarten, bearing the warning 
words, «^ Beware of Morgarten." It 
>ya,9 i;^ consequence of this that the 



confederates occupied the position in- 
dicated, and it contributed mainly to 
their victory on that memorable field. 
Morgarten (Rte. 72) lies within this 
canton, about 14 m. S.B. of Zug, oa 
thelakeof Bgeri. 



ROUTE 15. 

LUCERNE TO WEGGTS, VITZNAU, BRUN- 
NEN, AND FLlJELEN. LAKE OF LU- 
CERNE. 

Lucerne Terminus. 

Lucerne (Luzem). Hotels: Schweizer- 
hof ; Luzemerhof ; Stadthof ; Grand 
H. National — 4 very large first-class 
houses; Englischerhof; Beau Rivage 
— all exceUent. Schwan ; H. St. 
Gothard, at the Bly. Stat., and H. 
du Lac, near the Stat, both good ; 
Schweizerhaus, outside the town; H. 
de I'Europe, on lake, out of town — ^Bus 
from Stat., fine view, and comfortable ; 
H. du Bigi ; moderate charges. In the 
old part of the town, Balances, Bossli, 
Engel, Krone. 

PtfTutons— Neu-Schweizerhaus, Mo- 
rel, SeebuTff (Muller) — on the Kuss- 
nacht road; Suter, Victoria and 
Wallis, the highest — on the Gutsch; 
Chateau Stutz (2 m.), a lovely spot; 
Belvedere; Sonnenberg, 1 hr , 1000 ft. 
above the lake. All good. In 1868 Q. 
Victoria occupied P. Wallis. 

Eng, Ch, S. in the Germ. Protestant 
Ch. Scotch Free Ch., service in the 
Maria Hilf Church. 

Lucerne, chief town of the canton, 
lies at the lower end of the lake of 
Lucerne, and is divided into two parts 
by the river Beuss. Its population 
is 17,921, nearly all Bom. Cath. The 
town and convent were granted by 
Pepin in 768 to the abbots of Murbach 
in Elsass. In 1291 an abbot sold 
his rights to the Emperor Budolf of 
Austria. In 1332 Lucerne joined the 
Forest Cantons as the fourth member 
of the Confederation (see Introd.) 

It is not a place of any considerable 
trade or manufacture, but their ab- 
sence is more than compensated by the 
beautiful scenery in which it is situ- 
ate4, on the shore of the fiijest and 
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most interesting of the Swiss lakes, 
between the giants Pilatus and Kigi* 
and in sight of the snowy Alps of 
the Oberland, Unterwalden, and Uri. 
It is still girt on the land side by 
a long wo//, with picturesque watch- 
towers, erected in 1385; and it has 
2 curious old bridges. The lowest, 
the SpretierbrUcke, or MUMenbrucke, is 
hung with paintings of the Dance 
of Death ; the upper, or CapeUbrUcke 
(erected 1303), a snady walk on a hot 
day, runs slanting across the mouth of 
the Beuss, whose clear and pellucid sea- 
green waters glide swiftly beneath it. 
From the timbers supporting the roof 
are sus^nded 77 pictures; Uiose seen 
in crossing from the rt. to the 1. bank 
represent the lives and acts of St. 
Leger and St. Maurice, Lucerne's 
patron saints. The subjects of those 
seen in the opposite direction are from 
Swiss history, but, being lighted only 
by the glare reflected from the water, 
are not easily seen. Near the W. end 
of the Capellbriicke stands a very 
picturesque watch-tower, called Wass- 
erthurm, forming a link of the old 
fortifications. It is said to have once 
served as a light-house {Lucema) to 
boats, and hence some have derived 
the present name of Lucerne. The 
ffofbruckcj a still longer bridge, was 
removed, 1852, when the shores were 
extended and embanked. A long row 
of immense hotels stands on the 
space which was then gained, and 
is now connected with the Rly. Stat. 
by a carriage-bridge of stone and iron, 
so that the picturesque aspect of the 
old town from the water has been 
completely destroyed. 

On the quay in front of the 
Schweizerhof is a plate on which the 
mountain panorama is engraved, with 
the names of the objects visible. 

The Church of 8t Leger, also called 
Hof or Stiftskirche, is modem, ex- 
cept the towers, which date from the 
12th century. The organ, built 1651 
by Hans Geister, enlarged 1862 by 
p'red. Haas, is played every evening 
(adm. 1 fr.). The bells are fine, and 
the primitive mode of ringing them is 
worth seeing. The adjoining church- 
ward is fijlea with quaii^t monuments. 



The views from the cloister windows 
were delightful, but have been much 
injured by the erection of the H. 
National. 

The Gothic Foveniains, which are to 
be observed in all parts of Switzer- 
land, are here of singular beauty and 
originality. 

The Arsenal (Zeughaus), near the 
Berne gate, is one of those venerable 
structures conunon to the chief towns 
of the cantons, in which are depo- 
sited the muskets, &c., for arming 
their contingents. It contains some 
cross-bows and armour, and several 
historical relics and trophies, such as 
the robe of Agnes of Himgary, the yel- 
low Austrian banner, and pennons 
of knights and nobles, taken at the 
battle of Sempach ; the coat of mail 
stripped from the body of Duke 
Leopold of Austria, who fell there; 
the iron cravat) lined with sharp spikes, 
destined for the neck of Gundcudmgen, 
the Schultheiss (bailifiT) and general 
of the men of Lucerne, who died in 
the hour of victory. Here also are two 
Turkish flags captured at Lepanto, 
and a long Moorish standard brought 
from Tunis, 1640, by a knight of 
Malta, who was a native of Lucerne. 

The most interesting sight of Lu- 
cerne is the ^Monument to the memory 
of the Swiss Guards (L&weTidenkmal), 
who defended the Boyal Family of 
France from the popular attack on 
the Tuileries during the first French 
Revolution, August 10, 1792. It is 
situated in a garden, ^ m. behind 
the Luzemer Hof, on the Zurich 
road. The design is by Thorwaldsen 
(whose original model is shown in a 
carver's shop opposite), executed, 
with a slight variation, by Ahom, a 
sculptor of Constance. It represents 
a lion of colossal size, wounded to 
death, with a spear in his side, yet 
endeavouring in his last gasp to pro- 
tect from injury a shield bearing the 
fleur-de-lys of the Bourbons, which 
he holds in his paws. The figure, 
hewn out of the living sandstone, is 
28 ft. long and IS high, and whether 
as a tribute to fallen valour, or 
as a work of art of admirable Ae- 
sign, ftpd ex^pfltiou^di^vpiefit^Wfb 
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praise. Beneath it are caryed the 
names of the officers who fell in de- 
fending the Tuileries, Aue. 10 and 
on Sept 2 and 3, 1792, The rock is 
mantled with fern and cr^pers, form- 
ing a natural framework to the 
monument ; and a streamlet of clear 
water, trickling down, is received 
into a basin>shaped poOl, in which the 
sculpture is reflected. Oiie of the feW 
survivors of the Swiss Guard long 
acted as guardiui of .the monument. 
The cloth for the altar of the little 
chapel adjoining was embroidered 
expressly for it by the late Duchess 
d'Angouleme. Close to the garden 
is 

Stauffer*3 collection of Sroiss birds omd 
quadrupeds, well set up and grouped, 
full of life and spirit, and probaoly, 
after that of Berne, the most com- 

Elete collection of the kind in Switzer- 
md : charge, 1 fr. each person. There 
are several specimens of the Stein- 
hock^ now extinct in the Swiss Alps. 
Among the birds are the Ldmmergeier, 
or great vulture* the Alpenrabef or 
raven of the Alps, and the MauerUhiferf 
or rock-creeper. 

Oletscher Garten, Near the Lion 
Monument, and well worth a visit (1 
fr.). Here were found (1872-5) by the 
accidental baring of the hillside, with- 
in an area of 60 yards, 16 pot-holee, 
such as are formed in the rock beds of 
rapid rivers and underneath glaciers 
by streams twirling round stones in 
their vortex. One of tiiese rock basins 
is 18 ft. deep and 27 feet in dia- 
meter, and the actual round stone 
which by their revolutions drilled the 
holes in the rock, still remains, afford- 
ing proof of the existence of glaciers 
on this spot in a former age of the 
globe. '* The native rock is sandstone, 
the circular stones limestone." — F, W, 

Similar cavities in the rock, called 
Giant's Pots (Strudellocher), formed 
by- the action of stones washed by 
wnter, occur in the Jura and in Scan- 
dinavia, A small collection of lacus- 
trine remains, fbund at Baldegg in 
1873, are also exhibited. A model 
in relief of a part of Switzerland, by 
Gen. Pfyffer, is also shown here, 



Meyer*s Diorama is on the way to 
the Lion. 

Physicians: Br. Otto Stecker, 315 
Kapell Flatz, highly spoken of ; Dr. 
Steierlin— both have studied in Eng- 
land ; Dr. Steieer, Dr. Nager : dl 
these Speak En^ish^ 

Pharmacie Anghise, Place de la Cha- 
pelle ; Stierlin, Ziircher-strasse. 

A handsome Oasino and Cafe near 
the Hdtel National . 

Ttirkish Bath in the Ziircher-strasse. 

Post and Telegraphroffice^ behind the 
Englischer Hof. 

There are many pretty mulks and 
points of view near Lucerne; one of the 
most interesting of the latter is the 

Drei Linden (Three Lime-trees) on 
a natural terrace, J hr. above the ch. 
Go through the ch.-yard. Another is 
the villa AUemJoinden^ perched on the 
hill outside the Weggis gate, from 
which it ma^ be reached in 15 tmnutes, 
by a path winding up outside the town 
walL The GUtsch, dose to the town 
(tramway 2 min.), and Gibraltar, both 
on the S. side of the Beuss, also com- 
mand a fine prospect. A point 60 
minutes' walk E. from the town, called 
**The Little l^i," is also recom- 
mended. 

At KrienSf 3 m. S.W., are aronwurks, 
and a silk factory. The castle of 
Schatiensee crowns a hill behind it. 

There are three lines of Steamers 
on the lake. — 1. To Fluelen, calling 
at the villages on the way, including 
Vitznau, the starthig-place of the 
Bigi my. ; 2. To Kiissnackt, corre* 
spending with a diligence to Immen- 
see ; 3. To Stanzstadt for Enffelberg, 
and Alpnachgestad for the ^riinig. 
They start from the pier in front of 
the principal hotels. (See local time- 
tables.) 

Railways to Bale^ Berne, by Zangnau, 
Zug, ZOrich, and Schaffhcmsen, and to 
Italy via the St. Gothard. 

The Rigi may be visited on the 
way to Flilelen, see Ete. 16. 

Ascent of PilatvSy see Bte. 17. 

Boutes from Lucerne to the Oberkmd: 
—a. direct, by the Brfinig Pass : 6. cir- 
cuitous, by ifngelberg and Joch Pass 
(2-horse carr. Stanzstad to Engelberg 
11 fr,: 2-horse carr. 20 frO^ <^- ^^ave 
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Lucerne by [^e A.M. boat, break&st 
at Altdorf, and by Snrenen Pass to 
En?elberg : d. breakfadt at Samen 
and by Storegg Pass or Jochli Pass 
to Engelberg; or by the Melchthal 
to Engstlen: e, by Wasen and the 
Snsten Pass. 

No one should leave Lucerne with- 
out exploring its Lake, called in 
Grerman VierwaldstStter See, Lake of 
the 4 Forest-Cantons. It is one of 
the noblest in Europe, and the moun- 
tain scenery at the farther end of it, 
called the bay of Uri, is unrivalled 
in any other alpine lake. Much ad- 
ditional pleasure will be derived if 
the traveller who understands German 
will take Schiller's • Wilhelm Tell' as 
a pocket companion. 

Steamers 7 times a day between 
Lucerne and FlUelen (26 Eng. m.) 
in 2 hrs. 40 min., express boats in 2 
hrs. 15 min ; 7 times a day to Stanz- 
stad and Alpnaoh ; 4 times to Etiss- 
nacht. Vctre — Ist class, 4 fr. 50, to 
Plfielen. Return-ticket for 3 days, 
6 fr. [Beware of the porters at the 
landing-place ; there is a printed 
tariff for their services.] 

Boats may be hired at all the portii 
on the lake, and are convenient when 
the steamer's time is not suitable. The 
charges are fixed by tariiF, which may 
be seen at the inns, but the men ex- 
pect a trinkgeld. 

The ufinds on the lake are capricious 
and variable, blowing at the same 
time from opposite quarters in diffe- 
rent parts of it, so that the boatmen 
say that there is a new wind behind 
every promontory. T^e most violent 
is the S., or FShn, which occasionally 
rushes so furiously down the bay of 
Uri as to prevent the progress of a 
row-boat, and to render it difficult for 
even a steamer to make headway. 
During fine weather, in summer, the 
N. wind blows on the bay of Uri from 
10 A.M. to 3 or 4 P.M., when it dies 
away, and is succeeded by the S. The 
boatmen, in coming from Lucerne, en- 
deavour to reach Fliielen before the 
wind turns. 

The Lake of LucemSt or of the Four 
forest C<mtoM (Vierwaldstlttw-See), 



so called from the cantons Uri, Unter- 
walden, Schwyz, and Luzem, which 
exclusively form its shores, is dis- 
ting^shed above every lake in Switzer- 
land, and nerhaps in Europe, by the 
beauty ana grandeur of its scenery. 
It is also interesting historically, llts 
shores are a classic region — ^the sane* 
tnary of liberty. On them occurred 
those memorable events which gave 
freedom to Switzerland, and here the 
first Confederacy was formed. 

The lake lies at a height of 1437 ft. 
above the sea : it is of very irreg^ar 
shape, assuming, on the W., the form 
of a cross. Its bays are navigated by 
separate lines of steamers, and are 
each named after some town or village : 
thus the W. branch is properly the 
lake of Lucerne; then come the 
bays of Alpnach on the S., Kussnacht 
on the N., Buochs, stretching E. and 
W. ; and lastly, the bay of Uri, run- 
ning N. and S., entirely endosed by 
mountains. 

Quitting Lucerne, the steamboat 
soon arrives abreast of a promontory 
on the 1., called Meggenhom, and 
the handsome chftteau c^ M. Hofer. 
Here is a small island, the only one 
in the lake. Thus far the shores of 
the lake are undulating hills, dotted 
with villas — a smiling scene to which 
the dark ridge of I^atus adds a feature 
of grandeur. After doubling the cape 
of the Meggenhom, the bay of Kiiss- 
nacht opens L, that of Alpnach rt., 
and the traveller finds himself in the 
centre of the Kreuztrickter, the cross 
or transept (so to call it) of the lake. 
From this point Pilatus appears to 
advantage, and, beyond, the three 
peaks of the Wetterhomer appear 
over the Brunig. 

Looking up the bay of Efissnacht, 
the castle oi Neu Habsburg is seen 
1. perched on a oliif ; the mass of the 
Kigi occupies the other side of the 
bay. Its sides are girt with forest, 
below which runs a fringe of 
field and orchard ; above, it is 
clothed to its very summit with pas- 
tures, feeding a hundred flocks ; — an 
agreeable contrast to its neighbour 
Pilatus. After passing the promon- 
tory of Tanzev^Qi on which is Her* 
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tenstein, with charming pensions, and 
with its charming Mountain Hotel, 
the village of 

♦ t Weggis (Inns : H. and P. Bellevue ; 
H.du Lac; H. Post; 20 minutes abo?e, 
Kuranstadt Begelbeck ; Lion d'Or), 
i hr. from Lucerne, appears in sight. 
Before the construction of the rly. it 
was the point from. which the Bigi 
was generally ascended. On the oppo* 
site (S.) side of the lake are the pre- 
cipices of the Burgenstock (see p. 61) 
with its excellent hotel. They belong 
to Unterwalden, bat the ledge of 
meadow at their base to Lucerne. 

t Vitznau (Inns: H. Pfyffer ; H. Riffi- 
bahn ; H. Bigi ; Kestaurant at the 
station). Terminus of the lUgi Bly. 
(Bte. 16). Vitznau is connect^ with 
Weggis by carriage-road. 

Two rock)r headlands projecting 
from the Bigi on one side, and the 
Burgenstock on the other — signifi- 
canUy called the Noses (Nasen) — 
appear from some points to close the 
' lake ; but the strait between them is 
about 1 m. wide. When through 
these narrows, the noses seem to over- 
lap each other, and the traveller 
enters, as it were, a new lake shut 
out by mountains from that which 
he has traversed. This oval basin is 
called the Gulf of Buochs^ from the 
little village at the end of the W. 
bay, behind which rise the Bnochser' 
horn and Stanzerhom, 

t Buochs (Inn : Ereuz), a small vil- 
lage burnt by the French in 1798. 
Carriages to Engelberg and to Stanz 
can be got here. 

t Bekenried or Beggemied (Inns: 
Nidwalder Hof; Sonne, good and 
clean ; Mond ; H. Unterwald), a 
pretty and popular watering-place, 
where the council of the 4 Forest 
cantons formerly held their meetings. 
Carriages may be hired here, and 
there is an omnibus daily through 
Buochs for Stanz (6 m.). It is a 
charming walk from Bekenried to 
the SeeUsberg Hotel, 2} hrs., by the 
bathing-place of Schonegg, 2 m., Em- 

* Thig mark (f ) (leqotes ft lunding-pl^cq of 
tll6 St^i^njers, 



metten (& wateifall), and the Seelis- 
bergersee. The road is fit for small 
1 horse-carriages, 13 fr. 

On the opposite shore, at the foot 
of the Bigi, nestles 

^Gersan (Inns: H. Miiller, large and 
good ; Hof. Gersau ; Sonne), which, 
with the strip of cultivated land be- 
hind it, formed, for four centuries, an 
independent state, undoubtedly the 
smallest in civilized Europe. 

Its entire territory consisted of a 
slope leaning against the side of the 
mountain, produced probably by the 
earth washed down by two torrents. 
The whole extent of land cannot mea- 
sure more than 3 m. by 2, which 
would make a very sm&Jl parish in 
England ; scarcely an acre of it is 
level, but it is covered with orchards, 
and supports a population of about 
2000. 

It is recorded that the people of 
Gersau bought their freedom from a 
state of villenage in 1390, with a sum 
of 690 lbs. of pfennings, scraped to- 
gether after 10 years of hard toil« to 
satisfy the Lords of Moos, citizens of 
Lucerne, whose serfs they had pre- 
viously been. They maintained tneir 
independence apart from any can- 
ton, and were governed by a landam- 
mann and council, chosen from among 
themselves, until the French occupied 
Switzerland in 1798, since which 
they have been united with canton 
Schwyz. Though Gersau possessed 
a criminal jurisdiction of its own, to- 
gether with a gallows long left stand- 
ing, no instance of a capital execution 
occurred during the whole of its ex- 
istence as a separate state. 

There is something very pleasing 
in the aspect of Gersau on the margin 
of its quiet cove, shrouded in orchards 
and shutout from the rest of the world 
by precipices. Its broad - brimmed 
cottages are scattered among the 
fields and chestnut woods ; some 
perched on sloping lawns, so steep that 
they seem likely to slip into the 
lake. The village, facing the S. and 
well-sheltered, is so warm, that it has 
been called the Nice of Switzerland. 
Tlie hotel is opt%j#J:|»^ winter, 
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Prom Gersaa to Fliiel^n a carriage- 
road has been made at an enormoas 
expense. It is called the Axenstrasse, 
and is a wonderful piece of engineer- 
ing. The yiews firom it are very fine. 

A path leads up the Bigi in S hrs. to 
the £igi Scheideck Hotel (Rte. 16). To 
the rt. is the commanding point of the 
ffochfluh tL climb of 3^ hrs. The chapel 
of Kindlmord, on the Brunnen road, 
commemorates the murder of a child 
by its father. 

Gersau is reached in abont 1| hr. 
from Lucerne. As soon as it is left 
behind, the bare peaks of the My then 
(Mitre) start into view, — Uie town of 
SchwYz is seen at their feet, 3 m. 
inlana, and on the shore Brunnen. 

The boat next calls at 

t Treib, an old wooden boat-house, 
on the opposite shore, the pretty 
landing-place for 

Hotel JSonnenberg (Curhaus and 
Pension, an immense estiiblishment, 
JSng» Ch. 8,\ above the village of 
Seelisberg ; carriaee-road to the notel 
(1-horse carr. 6 &.), and a tolerable 
char-road from Bekenried. The 
house can also be reached by a foot- 
path of I of an hour from Griitli. The 
hotel is about 1200 feet above the 
lake, beautifidly situated on the brow 
of a precipice, under the Niederbauen 
or Seelisberger Kulm (6323 ft., 3 hrs.' 
ascent, practicable for ladies), and 
looks directly dovm on the bine waters 
of the Bay of Uri, across them to the 
Frohnalpstock, and up the lake to 
Fliielen and the conical Bristenstock. 
It is surrounded by woods. 

[A charming walk, with view of 
the Uri Bothstock, leads to Bauen^ 
on the lake, 1 hr. ; whence a boat can 
be taken to Fliielen $ or a path to 
Altdorf by Seedorf ; or to Isenthal, 
2} hrs. from Bauen, in the valley of 
Isenthal. 

From Isenthal the 

Sch6neg<f Pas^ (6652 ffc., between the 
Brisen, N., and Kaiserstockt S.), leads 
in 3 hrs. to the Engelberg valley at 
Wolfenschiessen, 1^ hr, from Stanz. 

The Uri Bothstock, 9620 ft., mav be 
Mcendedf or crossed to Engelberg 



from Sonnenberg, by sleeping at Isen' 
thai {Inn : Adler, rough, kept by the 
guide Imfanger). The mountain is of 
limestone. 2 valloys run towards it 
from Isenthal, Grossthal, W., Elein- 
thal E.^ so you can ascend by one and 
return by the other. The Grossthal 
gives the easiest access. The ice is 
reached in 4 hrs. from Isenthal ; the 
summit, accessible only on the S. side; 
in 6 hrs. About 4 hrs. are required 
for the descent to Engelberg ; 2 hrs. 
across the BlUadisalpfim, a neve lying 
between the Uri and Engelberg Both- 
stock (9251 ft.) ; then down the Both- 
stock gL to the head of the Horbiathalf 
leading to Engelberg.J 

From Treib the boat crosses to 
Brunnen, opening the promontory of 
Treib, where the Myihenstein rises 
from the water, and the Bay of Uri^ 
in aU its grandeur, bursts into view. 

^ Brunnen (^Inna: WaIdstatterhof,very 
good; Goldener Adler; Bossli; Hirach; 
F. Aufdermaur, recommended. There 
are many pensions here. P. Mythen- 
stein is well situated. On the Br&ndli 
is H. Axenfels, and higher up H. 
Axenstein on the Axenberg (| hr. 
from Brunnen) with room for 300 
g^iests, in a large park, commanding 
a fine view and hignly recommended ; 
Sng. Ch. S,), Brunnen is the port of 
canton Schwyz. Its position in re- 
ference to the scenery of the lake is 
most fortunate^ commanding a view 
along tn^o of Uie finest reaches. It 
was once an important mart for Italpr, 
and its warehouse of early times still 
stands by the water-side. It is called 
Sustj and bears a rude painting of the 
three Confederates, commemorating 
the alliance which was formed on this 
spot between the Forest Cantons in 
1315, after the battle of Morgarten. 
Aloys Bedin^here raised the standard 
of revolt agamst the French in 1798. 

The 8t08s, a spnr of the Frohnalp- 
stock, with a large Hotel Pension^ 
4200 ft. above the sea, 2^ hrs. S.E., 
and the Frohnalpstock, bl%7 ft., H hr. 
S. of the Stoss, command ma^iifi- 
cent views over the Alps of Glarus and 
Uri. On the higher grass slopes of 
the mountain are some dangerous 
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holes. A steep path leads from the 
suminit to Sisikon and the valley of 
Biemenstalden. 

The Oroas Mythen (6244 ^.) can 
be ascended in about 4 hours from 
Brunnen, 2f to the point called ffolz" 
egg (a small Invi^ whence it is IJ 
to the top (another Inn, kept by the 
proprietor of the Bellevue at Bicken- 
bacn). The best path is bv Bicken- 
bachy where horses and guides can be 
procured. No ffuide is needed. The 
bare sides of the Mythen were for- 
merly covered with wood, which was 
destroyed by fire in the dry summer 
of 1800. 

By the Axenstrasse it is 7 m. to 
Tms Chapel (1 -horse carriage 5 fr.). 
About 1 m. on the road the sweet- 
scented cyclamen {Europgsum) grows 
abundantly in the month of July. 

Diligences for Schwyz, Einsiedeln, 
and Goldau Station. Carriage to 
I^lUelen, 2 hrs., 1-horse 6 fr., 2 horses 
12 frs. 

Opposite Brnnnen, the lake changes 
at once its direction and character. 
Along the bay of Uri, or of Fliielen as 
it is sometimes called, it stretches 
nearly N. and S., and its borders are 
thebnttresses-of lofty mountains. On 
the E. runs an almost unbroken preci- 
pice of the grandest dimensions with 
twisted strata descending sheer to the 
water, here in places more than 1100 
fb. deep. Until 1865 the E. side of the 
Bay of Uri was impassable. It was first 
invaded by the telegraphic wire, which 
ran from rock to rocK, but it is now 
traversed by a magnificent road — the 
Axenstrasse (so named from the Axen* 
herg, 6830 ft.), which connects Brun- 
nen with FlUelen, a distance of about 
8 m. It was commenced by the Swiss 
Government after the union of Savoy 
with France, when it was considered 
advisable to improve the communica- 
tion between the Cantons. Below the 
voad, in a series of tunnels and em-* 
bankmenis which somewhat impair 
the beauty of the once pathless shores, 
runs the niilroad. To reach Fliielen 
from Brunnen or Schwyz it wa-s 
formerly usual to make a long cir- 
cuit ; but there was a difficult path 



by Morschach, Sisikon, and Tellen* 
riith to Altdorf, which was actually 
traversed by the French General Le* 
eourbe, with his army, in pursuit of 
Suwarrow, in the night, by torchlight, 
1799. The want of boats to carry his 
troops across the lake compelled him 
to attempt this daring exploit. 

The steamer on leaving Brunnen 
passes rt. the headland of Treib. and 
then the Mythenstein, which bears 
this inscription to the bard of Tell*s 
country : 

« Dem Sanger Tells, 
Frikdrich Schiller, 
die Urkantone, i860." 

About a mile beyond, the ,preci* 
pices recede a little, leaving a ledge, 
formed by earth fallen from above, 
and sloping to the water, A few 
walnut and chestnut trees have here 
taken root, and the small sp«ice is 
occupied by a meadow conspicuous 
among the surrounding woods from 
the brightness of its verdure. This 
is Griitli or jSfitf«, the spot pointed out 
as the rendezvous of tne 3 legendary 
founders of Swiss freedom, — Werner 
Stauffacker, of Steinen, in Schwyz; 
Emi (Arnold ab der Halden) of Melch- 
thal, in Unterwalden ; and Walter 
FOrst, of Attinghausen, in Uri, who 
are reported to have met in the dead 
of night, on this secluded spot, on the 
7th November, 1307, to form a plan 
for liberating theiv country. It is 
possible that consultations may have 
been held here, but the whole tale of 
the oath and the details are not sup- 
ported bv evidence, and are due to the 
fancy of Tschudi and Johannes von 
Miiller ; the older authorities do not 
agree as to the members of the con- 
spiracy. The expulsion of the Aus- 
trian bailiffs in 1308 is now con-* 
sidered to be a transfer to that year 
of similar events which had occurred 
50 years before. 

According to popular belief, the 
oath of the Griitli was followed by 
a miracle, and 3 springs gushed from 
the spot upon which the confede- 
rates nad stood. In token of this 
every stranger is led to a little hut 
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built oyer the sources, and is in- 
vited to drink from them to the 
memory of the founders' of Swiss 
freedom* The Griitli was purchased 
in 1859 for the nation by la voluntary 
subscription, in order to sare it from 
being turned into a tea-garden. 

A small scar may.be observed on 
the face of the opposite precipice 
of the Frohnalpstock^ formed by the 
fall of a piece of rock. The frag- 
ment which has left such .a' triffing 
blemish was about 1200. ft. wide ; 
when it feU it raised a wave which 
overwhelmed 5 houses of the Village 
of Sisikon; distant 1 mile, and 9 of 
its inhabitants were drowned. The 
swell was felt at Lucerne, more than 
20 miles off. 

The steamer passes the hamlet of 
Sisikc«i, at the entrance of the valley 
of Eiemenstalden, through which is 
a charming walk over a low col to 
Muotta, 5^ hrs^ 

On a shelf at the foot of die Axen- 
beng;, called the Tellen^PlaUe^ on the 
margin of the water, and at times 
lapped by it, stands 

Tell's ChApel, a row of | hr, from 
Griitli (/nn: 33. Tellsplatte, aOO ft. 
above the lake, beautimlly situated; 
small, but confortaible). .Here, ac- 
cording to the story. Tell sprang on 
shore from the boat in which Gessler 
was carrying him a prisoner to Kiiss- 
nacht (Rte. 18X when a sudden storm 
on the lake had compelled him to re- 
move Tell's fetttos, in order to avail 
himself of his skill a& steersman. The 
building as it stood up to 1879 was 
obviously of miush .later date, but it is 
said tiiat a chapel- was built here by 
canton Uri in 1388 (first mentioned 
by Tschudi, who died in 1572), and 
in the firm belief' of the country- 
people to the memory of the brave 
Q.rcher. The walls having given way, 
the chapel was rebuilt in 1879. The 
original form has been strictly pre- 
served, and the walls decorated with 
frescoes from the story of Tell by the 
Swiss artist, Stuckelberg. Once a 
year, on the first Friday after the 
Ascension, mass is sadd and a ser- 
mon preached in the chapel, which is 



attended by the inhabitants on the 
shores of the lake, who repairing 
hither in boats, form an aquatic pro- 
cession. The Tell legend is first found 
in the MS. preserved- at Samen, and 
known from the colour of its binding 
as the *Weisses Buch,' written between 
1467 and 1476, and in a poem the 
< Tellenlied,' written about 1474. See 
W. Vischer's * Die Sage der Befreiung 
der Waldstatte,' 1867, Leipzig, The 
story was much improved by Tschudi 
of Glarus in th^ 16th cent. Doubts 
were already thrown upon it in the 
18th cent. ; but the legend was warmly 
taken up by Schiller the poet, and by 
Miiller the historian, writing in 1808^ 
Since that time a more critical spirit 
has arisen, and the old chronicles 
have been more closely studied. The 
result is that Tell has been banished 
from authentic history. Exactly 
similar legends, or sagas, of the lOtn 
cent are found in Norway and Den- 
mark, 'and our Clym of the Clough 
shoots at an apple on his son's head — 

« But Cloudesle cleft the apple in two, 
His son he did not nee.^' 

10 min. Tjeyond Tell*s Chapel, oil 
the Axenstrasse, is a Ic^g tunnel 
through the clii& of the ^enberg, 
nearly 400 ft. above the lake, atMt 
with beautiful views through the side 
openings. Here the cretaceous strata 
of the precipices are marvellously 
contorted, and similar contortions ap- 
pear on the other side of the lake. 
The de{jth of the lake, opposite TelPd 
chapel, is 800 fi After rotinding th« 
cape on which it stands, FlUelen and 
the conical Bristenstock appear. On 
the W. shore are the Isenthal and 
snowy peaks of the TFri EoihstocK 
The steamer stops at the landing- 
place of the large H. Umerhof, a fe# 
hundred yards before reaching 

jP/ufffcn (/nn*; Umerhof large/ house 
on the lake, away firom the village, 
best ; Krone ; Fliielerhof ; &euz ; 
Adler), the port of canton Uri ; it is 20^ 
minutes from Tell's chapel. Her^ 
begins the carriage-road over the St 
Gothard. (Rte. 34.) 

Omnibuses to Altdorf, 1} ^ic 
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Those who wish to ascend the Uri 
Rothttock may take a boat to Isleten, 
whence it is 5 m. to Isenthal (see p. 
46). 



B0U1?E 16. 

ASCEN-r Olf THE BtGI TO Biai ILDLH, 
KALTBAD, AND STAFFEL, BT RAILWAY 
FROM YTTZNAU OR ART. PATHS 
FROM ART, OOLDAIT, DfMENSEE, 
KtSSNACHT, OERSAU. 

The Rigi is a broad-backed steep* 
sided mountain-mass, about 9 to 10 
m. in length by 3 to 4 m. in breadth, 
eut off from the neighbouring ranges 
by the lakes of Lucerne, Zug, and 
Lowerz, and the vale of Schwyz. 

Its highest point (the Kulm) at- 
tains 5931 ft. above the sea. Other 
summits are the Bothstock, 5460 
ft, the Staffel, 5229 ft, and the 
Scheideck, 5406. **The mountain is 
in great part composed of nagelflue, a 
conglomerate beK>nging to the mio- 
cene period, which has undergone 
violent disturbance since its orig;inal 
deposition. Near the Rigi Scheideck 
the strata are actually reversed-^the 
cretaceous and eocene rocks overlving 
the miocene conglomerate. The flora 
is not particularly rich.*'—/. BaXL 

The classical derivations of the 
name from **Mons Rigidus" or 
"Regina Montium,** are probably 
afterthoughts. The latter, however, 
can be traced back to the 15th centy., 
when Albert von Bonstetten, in one of 
the earliest works on Swiss geogra- 
phy, spoke of the Rigi as the centre, 
not only of the Swiss Confedera- 
tion, but of Europe. The upper part of 
the mountain is a vast pasturage sup<. 
porting 100 chalets, in summer, with 
3O00 cows. In very • early times a 
certain sanctity was attributed to this 
upper region, and holy hermits are 
said to have retired there, whose songs 
of nraise to the Deity often reached 
the nerdsmen's ears, in 1689, achapel, 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Snow, 
was built (Maria zum Schnee). It 



soon became a place of pilgrimage $ 
and homely inns suited to the pilgrims' 
needs grew up roimd the shrine« 
After a time, it was found that the 
efficacy of the pilgrimage in restoring 
health was much increased by a resi- 
dence in the pure mountain air and 
on a mountam diet. The pilgrims 
gave place to patients, and a ** cure de 
petit lait " was established. 

The Napoleonic wars checked the 
growing taste for mountain tra- 
vel. Immediately on the restora- 
tion of peace, tourists of all nations, 
English in particular, flocked to the 
Alps. O^e of the first signs of the 
times was the erection of a small inn 
on the Rig^-Eulm, which was replaced 
in 1848 by a larger building. Some- 
what later, Albert Smith made *'th6 
Riei " a household word in England^ 
and in the last twenty years the 
number of visitors to the mountain 
has increased enormously, and facili- 
ties for making the ascent, unknown 
elsewhere, have been provided. The 
9 mule and footpaths which converge 
from every direction on the Kulm, 
have been supplemented by two rail- 
ways, while a third line rollows the 
crest from the Kaltbad to the B. 
Scheideck. In the summer of 1872, 
nearly 87,000 tickets were distributed 
by the Yitznau line alone. 

Large hotels and pensions, contain* 
ing, in all, lodging for 3000 guests, 
have been built on the upper part of 
the mountain. A considerable num- 
ber of persons reside in the lower 
hotels for health, but the majori^ of 
visitors to the Kulm are attracted by 
the celebrated panorama seen from 
the top. 

Comparisons or estimates of moun- 
tain views, which depend largely for 
their beauty on weather and light; 
can rarely oe made with profit. It 
may be possible, however, to point 
out the reasons which have given the 
Rigi its peculiar celebrity. Many 
mountains share its position on the 
ver^ of the lowlands and the Alpine 
region, and from not a few summits 
of equal elej|^j,y^^f ^y range 
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presents itself in a more imposing 
aspect. But it would be difficult to 
sekct a mountain so completely 
isolated and commanding so yaried 
a prospect over the lakes which 
lie at the feet of the great range, 
from which so large a proportion of 
the horizon is fringed with glacier- 
dad summits. These do not equal in 
apparent height the rampart which 
impends over Piedmont ; no single 
mass riyalB in graceful majesty Monte 
Bosa from Konte Generoso ; nor can 
the atmosphere of Central Switzer- 
land compare with that which trans- 
figures .Italian hills. But if less 
romantic, the Swiss view possesses 
charms of its own in the brilliant ver- 
dure of ^e foreground, the immediate 
contrast between the rich plain and the 
shining lakes on the one hand and the 
stem mountains of Uri on the other, 
and the admirable combinations into 
which the panorama divides and ar* 
ranges itself. 

By most visitors the view will be 
best enjoyed on some other part of 
the mountain than the actual ** Kulm," 
where tiie natural features of a moun* 
tain top are dwarfed and distorted by 
two huge and ugly edifices. Nor, 
however conducive it may be to other 
forms of enthusiasm, does a crowd 
generally prove agreeable to the lover 
of mountains. The summit of the Riffi 
is often occupied by several hundred, 
and seldom by fewer than fifty 
visitors. 

So long, however, as a thousand 
Alps lie open to the ordinary traveller, 
it is, perhaps, ungenerous to grudge 
the sacrifice of a sinele mountain to 
the infirm, the hurried, and the indo- 
lent. Nor can even the elbowing and 
noisy crowd, the bands of itinerant 
musicians, the sound and flyine of 
champagne corks, the din and busue of 
railways, the smell of petroleum gas, 
and the many other distracting or 
stupefying elements of the scene, al- 
together take away the natural charms 
of this beautiful mountain. If the 
actual Kulm has been hopelessly 
vulgarized there jremain quiet nooks 

[Switz,'] 



among the pine-forests, grassy knolls 
overlooking the still depths of the 
lakes, where the traveller may remind 
himself of the days when the Bigi 
was the home of nerdsmen, and the 
haunt of but a few eccentric tourists. 

Owing to the uncertainty of the at- 
mosphere at high elevations, travel- 
lers should prepare themselves for 
disappointment, since the trouble of 
an ascent is often repaid with clouds 
and impenetrable mist, instead of a 
fine sunrise and extensive prospect. 



The Higi EaUways, 

The rlys. are now used by the 
majority of travellers, and they are 
therefore described here first. There 
are three lines on the mountain (see 
map, p. 43): — 

i. From Vitznau to the Kulm, IJhr., 

7 fr. 
ii. From Art to the Kulm, U hr., 

8fr. 
iii. From the Kaltbad to the Schei- 

deck, 7 fr. 

Luggage over 10 lbs. is charged at 
the rate of 1 fr. per 100 lbs. De- 
scent takes the same time, about half 
fare is charged. Trains are des- 
patched on the arrival of every 
steamer, and frequently during the 
day. Travellers from Lucerne mostly 
take the Vitznau route, but for pictur- 
esque effect it is best to ascend from 
Art, descending to Vitznau. Circular 
tickets are issued at Zurich for the 
ascent of the mountain. In fine wea- 
ther there are *• sunrise " and " sun- 
set " trains from the Klosterli to the 
Kulm. 

The gradient over about one-third 
of the line is 1 in 4, ue, for every 4 ft. 
of length the line rises 1 ft. This is 
exceedingly steep, much steeper, in 
fact, than would be practicable for 
horse-carriages on ordinaify roads, 

I and in this consists the extraordinary 
character of the railway. To ascend 

I or descend such a gradient by ordinary 
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railway appliances would be impraer- 
tiqable ; stationary engines and ropes 
would be difficult of applioatiqn and 
highly dangerous, and it hajgihcore- 
fore been necessary to adopt a 'System 
of propulsion which* though Hi was 
tried in the infancy of railways, has 
never been- used in their practical 
development, namely, the rack and 
pinion. Two rails are laid down oh 
the ordinary plan, and on a 4 It. 8 in. 
gauge; between them is placed a con- 
tinuous ircm rack in the openings of 
which engage the teeth of a pinion 
or toothed wheel, worked by the 
locomotive, and the revolution of this 
wheel causes the ascent of the train. 

The engine is made as light as pos- 
sible, there being no necessity, as on 
ordinary railways, to procure adhe- 
sion by weight on the wheels. Those 
employed on the Yitznau line have 
little resemblance to an ordinary loco- 
motive, the boiler being bnilt so as to 
have a vertical position when .on the 
steep e^radient, so that it slopes con- 
siderably when standing at the sta- 
1 lions. This mode of construction has 
\ been abandoned, as unnecessary, on 
J the Art line. Each engine propels 
'. only one light carriage, holding about 
50 passengers ; when a greater number 
have to be conveyed, other engines 
are despatched at intervals, always 
pushing, not drawing, the carriage. 
The , speed, both ascending and de- 
soendin?, is purpose)^ kept very slow, 
not mudi exceeding 3 m. an hr. 

The great point aimed at was to en- 
sure safety, wbjch, with such an extra- 
ordinarily steep gradient, was a diffi- 
cult problem. It has, however, been 
caremlly studied, and the ingenious 
arrangements made with this objc^ct 
are worth a short description. Colli- 
sions at such a slow speed are not to 
be feared: the dangers are of two 
other kinds. In order to provide 
against the engine or carriage getting 
off the rails, there are on both clips 
which embrace two projections on the 
middle or rack-rail ; so that if the 
flanges of the wheels should run off 
their rails the vehicle cannot get away. 



In order to obviate the more serious 
risk of the train becoming unmanage- 
able and running down, it has b^n 
necessary to devise a scheme, which is 
most ingenious and perfectly effective. 
The carriage is provided on one of its 
axles vidth a cogged-wheel similar to 
•the driving-wheel on the engine, and 
double-clip breaks, worked by power- 
ful screws, are applied to drums 
f^tened on this shaft; so that by 
screwing these tight a hold is ob- 
tained on the rack-rail, and the car- 
riage is held up with great security. 
The locomotive is provided with a 
umilar break on its free axle, while 
the driving-axle has a still more 
powerful raeak adapted to the shaft 
of the engine, so giving a double 
security in case of the accidental 
fracture of any part of the machinery. 
With these breaks the train, while 
running down at the slow speed 
adopted (not exceeding 4 m. an hr.), 
can be brought to a stand almost 
instantaneously, and firmly held in 
its place on the steepest part of the 
incline* Another very ingenious oon- 
trivanoe is also adopted in running 
down hill ; the steam being entirely 
shut off, the pistons, worked by the 
motion of the train, are made to com- 
press the air in the cylinders, and to 
drive it through an aperture capable 
of regulation ; this acts as a bredk, 
and serves to regulate and control 
the speed. The rack is strongly 
formed in wrought iron, and the 
pinions working into it are of cast 
steel, these materials giving the best 
security against fracture. 

As an additional precaution, the 
carriage, in ascending, is not coupled 
and dragged behind the engine as on 
ordinary railways, but is loose, and 
is pushed on in front. By this ar- 
rangement if anything should happen 
to the engine and it should run down, 
it need not take the carriage with it, 
as the latter C9»i be stopped by its 
own break, and will remain where it 
is tiU help can be procured. In run- 
ning down the carriage follows the 
engine by its-^own weight, and the 
same secnntyzk\^k^vm^iK: 
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VHznau JScMay (fot learners to 
yitznan, see Bte. 15). The views. 
over the lowlands are very fine, and 
seats on the 1. hand- should be looked 
for. This line was. constroeted as 
far as the Stafifel in 1871, and to 
the Kulm in 1873. The first portion 
of the line is the steepest. Mounting 
behind tiie village, the train traverses 
the steep slope -seen from the lake. 
After passing, a tunnel, it crosses on 
a light iron Viaduot a ravine opening 
upon a precipice many hundred feet 
deep, commanding noble views of the 
lake and distant ran^s. 

Freiberg, a watering and passing 
station^ The line is double hence to 
the Kulm. 

Romti-Fehenthor Stat, 

RiGi Kaltbad Stat., 4698 ft. (3261 
ft. above the Lake of Lucerne, and 2j^ 
hrs. from Weggis, by mule^-path). 

The handsome, well-fumished Hotel 
afibrds accommodation for 140 guests; 
house well warmed ; table«-d'hdte and 
good cook; a healthy situation, with 
view down upon the lake and oVer the 
mountains, and sheltered firom the N. 
and W. (breakfiEistat 8, dinner at 12, 
tea at 4^ supper at 8). Reading-room. 
Baths and ^Hiey. Post to and from 
Lucerne daily. lUy. and Telegraph 
Stat Season from «fune to the middle 
of September. The society is chiefly 
German. 

H^ Belleoue, close to thestat., is a 
j)erfectly coinfortable house and pen-* 
sion, with more moderate charges. 

Walks to the Kanzeli or f ulpit, 
fronting Pilatus (10 min.), and on to 
the Bothstock, the W. point of the 
mountain, 5460 fL above the sea, 
grand sunset view, 1} hr.; to the 
Knlin, Ihi*.; to Klosterli, | hr.; to 
the Hiossen over Vitznau, ij hr. ; to 
Rigi Scheideck, 2 hrs.; to the Sta- 
lactite Caves on the road to Vitznau, 
1 hr. ; to Weggis, IJ hr. ; to Art, 2 hrs. 
In the olden time it was the custom 
for patients at the Kaltbad to lie down 
in the bath with- their clothes on, and 
afterwards^ to walk about in the sun 
until the^ dried on the back; but this 
method is no longer regarded ab 
essential to effect a cur?, 



The spring is called the J^isters* 
Fountain, from a tradition that 3 fair 
sisters sought refuge here from the 
pursuit of a wicked and tyrannical 
Austiian bailiff a^nd s|>ent the re- 
mainder of their days amuLst the clefts 
of the rocks in the e^^ercise of piety. 

[Here the line to the Bigi Scheideck 
branches off. 

Bigifirst Stat, with a large hotel. 
The line next runs along the N. slopes 
of the Schild, crossing again to its B« 
flank before reaching 

UnteriteUen Stat, A small pension 
on a shelf overhang^g the Lake of 
Lucerne. 

Bigi-Scheideck Stat. The hotel, 5405 
ft., is a large establishment with fine 
public rooms, and a chapel for all 
creeds.] 

Staffelhdhe 8tat,_ The Staffelhaus 
(5229 ft) is a verv good and moderate 
Inn, with table-d1i6te twice a day for 
300 to 400 persons, and sleeping ac- 
commodation to match. It is^ an 
hour's walk below the Kulm, so that 
those who rest here must get up 
half an hour earlier next morning 
if they wish to catch the sunrise 
from the top. 

Staffel Stat. Junction of Art and 
Vitssnau rlys. 

Kulm JStat, (see below}, 

• Art Badway. 

From Art (see Rte. 14), the train 
runs at a ^ood pace to Oberart and 
Goldau, where the cog-wheel system 
begins. Traversing the remains of 
the Rossberg **ber^all*' (Rte. 18), it 
ascends to 

Krdbel watering station^ TheKr'a- 
belwand is. now overcome by an in- 
cline of 1 foot in 5, commanojng fine 
views over Lowerz. The train then 
runs along the side of a ravine through 
rocks, and woods to 

KliiaterH Stat, which takes its name 
from a small hospice, lUosterli, inha« 
bited all the year by 3 or 4 Capuchin 
broiJiers, who do the duty of the ad- 
joining church of Sta. Maria zum 
Schnee, being deputed by the fra- 
ternity at Art on this service. The 
£ 2 
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church is surrounded by a group of 
inns and pensions, the liest of which 
(the Schwert and Sonne) are some- 
times resorted to by invalids, to 
drink goat's-whev. The situation is 
shelteiid and without distant view. 

The line continues to station Kigi- 
Staffel (see above), and then ascends 
steeply to the 

Summit of the Bigi, 

"The JTu^m, or culminating-noint of 
the Rigi, is of some extent, destitute 
of trees, but covered with turf. A 
few feet from the top, at a height 
which exceeds that of the most ele- 
vated mountain in Britain, 5931 ft. 
above the sea-level, and 4478 ft. 
above the Lake of Lucerne, stand 
two vast inns, }I, Rigi Kidm and H» 
Regina^ offering every comfort, at 
prices not in excess of the hotels on 
the lake below. It is fair to re- 
member that the constant pressure 
of a crowd of hungry and impatient 
guests must try to the very utmost 
the patience and activity of the entire 
household. Travellers not on foot 
should bring cloaks with them, as the 
cold is often intense; and the ther- 
mometer marking 76^ in Lucerne at 
midday, has been 37^ on the Rigi at 
sunset, and 31^ at sunrise. The houses 
are warmed with stoves even in sum- 
mer. La. 1855 the landlord paid to the 
canton for a piece of ground on which 
the new buUding stands (96 ft. by 
55 fit.), no less than 54,000 fr., or 
more than 2000^ 

During the height of summer the 
Kulm inns are crammed to overflow- 
ing every evening; and sometimes it 
is not easy to procure beds, food, or 
even attention. In the evening the 
guests are collected at a table-ohote 
supper; after which most persons are 
glad to repair to rest. The inmate is 
roused aoout an hour before sun- 
rise by the harsh sounds of a long 
wooden horn, which is played untu 
every particle of sleep is dispelled. 

Long before dawn an assemblage 
of many hundred persons is often 
collected on the Bigi Eulm, await- 
ing the sunrise. A faint light in 



the E., which gradually dims the 
flickering of the stars, is the first 
token of the morning; it soon be* 
comes a streak of gold, and is re- 
flected in a pale flush upon the snows 
of the Bernese Alps. Summit after 
summit suddenly catches a rich roseate 
hue; the dark space below is next 111a- 
minated ; forests, lakes, hills, rivers, 
towns and villages, are gradually re- 
vealed, but look cold and indistinct 
until the red orb surmounts the 
horizon, and darts his beams across 
the landscape. The shadows are 
then rolled back, as it were, and in 
a few moments the whole scene is 
glowing in sunshine. The view is 
best seen during the quarter of an 
hour preceding and following the 
first appearance of the sun; after 
that, mists often begin to curl up and 
shroud parts of it from the eye. 

The most striking portion of this 
wonderful panorama, which is said to 
extend over a circumference of 300 
miles, is undoubtedly the lakes of Lu- 
cerne and Zug; the branching arms 
of the former extend in so many differ- 
ent directions as to bewilder one at 
first, and both lave the base of the 
mountain so closely that the spectator 
might fancy himself suspended in the 
air above tnem, Us in a balloon, and 
think, by one step from the brow of 
the precipice, to plunge into them. 
The peculiar greenish-blue tint which 
sheets of water assume when seen from 
a height has also something exceed- 
ingly beautiful. Eight other lakes 
may be seen from the Bigi, but they 
are so small and distant as to '* look 
like pools \ some almost like water 
spilt upon the earth.'* 

On the N, side the eye looks down 
into the lake of Zug, and the streets 
of Art; at the end of the lake upon 
the town of Zug, and behind it the 
spire of Eappel, where Zwingli, the 
Keformer, feU in battle. This is 
backed by the chain of the Albis, 
and through gaps in its ridge may 
be discerned a few of the houses 
of Ziirich, and two little bits of its 
lake. Over the 1. shoulder of tiie 
Rossberg ^g, ,^^J^,^)guned into 



Switzerlandi nouTE 16. — sPECtRB op tliE rigi. 



53 



the lake of Egeri, on whose shores the 
Swiss gained the victory of Morgarten. 
The N. horizon is bounded by the 
range of the Black Forest hiUs. 

The prospect on the W. is more open 
and map-like. Close under the Kigi lie 
Tell's chapel, on the spot where he is 
said to have shot Gessler, and the vil- 
lage and bay of Kiisaiacht. Farther 
off, nearly the whole canton of Lucerne 
expands to view; — ^the Reass winding 
through the midst of it Lucerne, with 
its coronet of towers, is distinctly seen 
at the W. end of the lake; and beyond 
it the lake of Sempach, the scene of 
another triumph of Swiss valour. On 
the L the gloomy Filatus cuts the sky 
with its serrated ridge. The remainder 
of the W, horizon is occupied by the 
Jura. 

On the S. the Bigi forms the fore- 
ground, and touching the opposite 
mountains of Unterwalden, only al- 
lows here and there a small portion 
of the lake of Lucerne to be seen. 
On this side the objects visible in 
succession, from rt. to L, are the 
lakes of Alpnach and Samen, buried 
in woods, by the side of which runs 
the road to the Brunig; the Stanzer- 
hom and Buochserhbm at the en- 
trance of the Engelberg valley, and 
behind them the white chain of the 
high Alps of Berne, including the 
"Wetterhom, Jungfrau,Eiger,andFin- 
steraarhom. Nearer are the Titlis (the 
highest peak in Unterwalden), Uri 
Bothstock,and the Bristenstock above 
Amsteg on the road of St. Gothard. 

On the K the Alpine chain continues 
to stretch along the horizon, and in- 
cludes the pre-eminent peaks of the 
Todi, on the border of the Grisons, 
of the Glamisch, in GlaruSs, and of 
the Sentis, in Appenzell. In the mid- 
dle distance, above the lake of Lowerz, 
lies the town of Schwyz, the cradle of 
Swiss freedom, backed by the two 
sharp peaks called, from tneir shape, 
the Mitre (Mythen). Above them 
peers the crest of the Glamisch; and 
to the rt. is the openins of the Muotta 
Thai, famous for the Uoody coniiicts 



between Suwarrow and Massena, where 
armies manoeuvred and fotight on spots 
which before the shepherd and cliamois 
hunter alone used to tread. Farther to 
the L rises the Rossberg, — the nearest 
mountain neighbour of the Rigi. The 
whole scene of desolation caused by 
its fall (s'eeHte. 17); the chasm on the 
top« whence the ruin came; the course 
of the terrific avalanche of stones, di- 
verging and spreading in its descent; 
the la^e of Lowerz, partly filled up 
by it, and the pools formed in the val- 
ley by the stoppage of the 'water- 
courses, are at once displayed in a 
bird's-eye view. 

The very distant bare peak seen 
above the top of the Rossberg is the 
Sentis in Canton AppenzelL 

27ie Spectre of the Bigi is an atmo- 
spheric phenomenon not unfrequently 
observed on the tops of high moun- 
tains. It occurs when the cloudy 
vapours happen to rise perpendicularly 
from the valley beneath the mountain, 
on the side opposite to the sun, with- 
out enveloping the summit of the Rigi 
itself. Under these circumstances the 
shadows of the Rigi Kulm and of any 
person standing on the top are cast 
upon the wall of mist in greatly magni- 
fied proportions. The shadow is encir- 
cled by a halo, assuming the prismatic 
colours of the rainbow, and this 
sometimes doubled when the mist is 
thick. 

Mule-paths up the Higi, 

These once-frequented paths are 
now little used. They are all broadly- 
marked horse-tracks, and can hardly 
be missed. 

The tariff for horses had been a 
subject of local conflict before the es- 
tablishment of railways. Ten francs 
up is a fair price for a horse ; a boy 
to show the way can be found for a 
couple of francs, but is scarcely 
needed by a traveller in the least 
accustomed to mountains. 

Many travellers will prefer to walk 
down the mountain, and a few may 
wish to explore paths which the rail- 
ways have restored to their primitive 
quiet. The principal routes to the 
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top formerly in use are therefore 
given here. ^ 

EJ!: a. Ascent fr<m GoldaUf or Art». 



IliTs. min. 
Goldan, or Art 
Unteremchli 1 
Harla zom 
. Schnee. • 50 



brs. min. 
Staffel. • 45 



KQlm . 



40 



Goldau (Rte. 18) may be reached 
firom Art by rail (see above). It is 
generally preferred as a starting-^point, 
and all things considered it. is the 
better of the two, because. the ascent 
from Art, before it joins the Goldau 
track, id steeper. There is an ad* 
vantage in ascending the Bigi irom 
this side, because the path runs along 
a deep gully in the mountain, the sides 
of which protect the traveller from the 
afternoon sun (a thing of importance), 
and shut out all view of the great 
Alpine chain until the Staffel is 
reached, so that surprise aids the 
effect of the glorious vision when it 
bursts upon the sight. 

From Goldau the path strikes at 
once up the Rigi ; at first aci*oss fields 
strewn with blocks from the Ross- 
berg, which, by the force acquired in 
their descent of that mountain, were 
actually carried up the opposite slope. 

A small public-house, called Un- 
tere Vachlif is a good point for sur- 
veying the f&U of the Rossberg in the 
vale of Goldau. The long train of 
earth and rocks can be traced st;retch- 
ing across to the lake of Lowers, a 
ptrt of which it filled (see Bte. 18). 
The steep footpath from Art falls into 
our road. Here begin '* the Stations," 
a series of 13 rude pictures fastened 
upon poles, each rej^aresenting an 
event in our Lord's Passion, and 
leading to the pilgrimage ch. Mary- 
of-the-Snow. At the chapel of Mal- 
chns, which contains the Bearing of 
the Cross, 'the route from Lowerz 
falls in, and soon afterwards there is a 
steep short-cut rt. leading to the Knlm, 
but avoiding Maria sum Schnee and 
the Staffel. Jredestrians sometimes go 
that way, but the track is ill-marked 
and the ground so rough that it is 



generally found to take more time 
than the regular path. 

The ascent from Art is by a steep 
path which falls into that from Goldau 
in about an hour. 

b. Ascent from Tmmensee, 

This track is rather less steep, and 
about a mile longer, than that from 
Art or Goldau; but as it lies in great 
part along a projecting ridg/d or spur 
of the mountain, it is much exposed 
to the afternoon sun, and therefore 
hot. Those who have not dined at 
the inn at Immensee may find good 
bread, milk, butter, &c., at a neat 
ohalet below the steeper part of the 
ascent. About half-way up, this joins 
the path from Etissnacht. 

c. Ascent from Kii8$nacht, 

Kiissnacht is reached by steamer 
from Lucerne, and the ascent requires 
3 hrs. to mount, 2^ to descend. lb is 
by a horse-path, as long as that from 
(roldau, and in some, places more 
steep. A toll is paid on this road for 
the animals. By a detour of ^ an 
hour, TelFs Chapel (see Rte. 18) 
may be visited in going or return- 
ing. Leaving Eiissnacht and pass- 
ing on the 1. the ruins of Gessler's 
Castle (Rte. 18), the path is carried 
in sigza^gs up the steepest part of the 
mountain, then through torest, and 
across the pastures cfOled Seeboden. 
The lake of Lucerne is in sight al- 
most the whole way. The horse-path 
emerges on the brow of the hill in 
frontof the Staffel inn, but a steep foot- 
way strikes off L some distance below, 
and leads direct to the very top. 

d. Ascent from Weggis. 

Weggls. hrs. mfn. I brs. min. 

Heillgkreiu 1 | Staffel • • 40 
KalttMMi .10 1 Knlm . • 40 

It is best to detcend from the Bigi 
top to Weggis^ and there take the 
steamer. 

Weggia is the spot wiiere tKose who 
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approach the Rigi hj water from Lu- 
cerne, and do not ascend by riy., land. 
The steamer to and from Lucerne and 
JE'luelen touches here 6 times daily 
(f hr. from Lucerne). A earrii^- 
road, winding round the foot of the 
mountain, connects Weggis with 
Kossnachty and with Vitznau. 

The horse-path up the Rigi from 
Weggis is steeper than the three 
preoeding^: 3^ hrs. up; 2^ down. It 
commences- opposite the landinff- 
place, and keeping to the rt winds 
-nearly on a leivel through orchards 
towards a wood, where the ascent 
properly begms^ the path rising to 
the.littn chapel of Heiiigkreuz (Holy 
Cross), a restinfi;^plaoe and point of 
.view. The path men mounts by a kind 
of stair-way, and reaching a romantic 
hollow, is carried under a natural arch 
(called Hwduteim or FeUenthor), formed 
by 2 detached blocks of nagelflue 
(pndding-stone), holding suspended 
a third. These fragments illustrate 
the tendency which this rock has to 
jBplit, and to this cause may be attri- 
buted a torrent of mud, which, in 
the year 1795, descended upon Weg- 
gis. It advanced slowly, taking a 
S)rtnight to reach the lake, so Siat 
the inhabitants had time to remove 
out of its way. It is supposed to 
have been produced by springs, or 
rain-water, percolating the cracks 
of the nagelflue, and converting a 
layer of clay beneath it into mud. 
Had there been any great fracture in 
the ni^elflne, it is probable that a 
large portion of the mountain would 
have given way and slipped down 
into the lake, since the strata of the 
JEUgi slope at a very steep angle, and 
a catastrophe similar to that of the 
Bossberg might have ensued. As it 
was, the softened clay was squeezed 
out, and formed this deluge of mud, 
traces of which are still visible. 

A little beyond the arch the track 
enters the region of pasture, turns 1. 
or N., and at the point where a branc|t 
diverges to Klosterli, comes to the Cold 
Bath (kaltes Bad), where a source 
of very pure cold water, 41*^ Fahr., 
issuing out of the rock behind the 



inn, supplies the bathing establishment 
of Eigi Kaltbad (see above). 

The path, after leaving the Ealtbad, 
ascends a rough pasture to the W. 
angle of the mountain^ leaving on the 
left some projecting spurs, which fiir- 
nish admirable points of view, in some 
rei^pects superior to that from the 
summit, llien turning N.E. across 
« wooded steep, it reatmes the Staffel 
(see* above). 

. Whatever route may be chosen for 
the ascent, there can be no doubt that 
the descent should be made to Weg- 
gis. The varied and exquisite views 
of the Lake of Lucerne and the oppo- 
site ranges of Uri and Unterwaiaen 
are often found to leave a more per- 
manent impression than the panorama 
from the summit. 

e. Asoentfrom Qersavu 
5^hrs« 
The ascent lies up a combe, through 
meadows and orchards, and by a cas- 
cade— the i?ffArff6acA — to the httle inn 
of JMer Qschwend (IJ hr.). After 
passing the chapel of St. Joseph, and 
taking care to keep to the 1., a wind- 
ing track leads up grassy slopes, in 1{ 
hr., to theBigi »cheideck (see above). 
From this hotel to Bigi Kulm is 
2J hrs. 



BOUTE 17. 

ASOBBTT OF PILATU8, A. Blf HEBQlSWlTL, 
B. sr ALPNAOH-aEfiTAD. 

Pilatus has altos^ether 7 summits, 
exceedingly rugged and precipitous, 
viz.: from W. to E. the Wtdderfeld, 
6747 ft. TomUshom, 6997, GemsmaUli, 
6435, Klimsenhomj 6555, and Ober' 
haupt; S. of this the JSsel, 6962 ft, 
and Matthom, 6675. 

The moimtain is in itself more in- 
teresting than the Bigi. The summit 
of the former is the highest point of 
an extensive down, the tops ofPilatus 
are true mountain-peaks, girt by im- 
posing precipices. The view from 
Pilatus IS unlike, and in some re- 
spects superior to, that from its rival* 
The various lakes arrange themseyles 
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less picturesquely in the {panorama. 
On the other hand, the Oberland 
peaks are nearer and better seen, and 
the Lake of Lucerne displays its 
cruciform shape and many bays to 
greater advantage. 

According to a wild tradition of 
considerable antiquity, this mountain, 
which down to the 15th cent, was 
known as ' Fractus Mons ' or * Frak- 
mund,* derives its name from Pilate, 
the Boman governor of Judaea. Pilate, 
according to the legend, disgraced by 
the Emperor, conmiitted suicide in 
prison at Home. His body was cast 
into the Tiber. Storms and floods 
visited the city until the corpse was 
recovered, and sent off to Vienna in 
Gaul, where it was thrown into the 
IRhone. Here, however, the elements 
again broke loose. The body was 
removed to the Lake of Geneva, with 
a similar result, and finally to the 
little moimtain-lake on the Mons 
Fractus, since known as Pilatus. 
Even here the wicked spirit could not 
rest from evil-doing. Storm and rain 
enveloped the mountain, the lake 
burst its banks, alps were ruined, and 
herds swept away. At last a travel- 
ling scholar confronted the ghost, 
and by his magic forced him to accept 
a pact by which, on condition of one 
day's freedom, he was to remain at rest 
for the remainder of the year. The 
bargain was kept. The land was at 
peace, but yearly on Good Friday 
the shepherd who approached the 
haunted tarn saw, seated on a throne 
of rock abpve the water, a terrible 
figure clad in the red robes of mt^s- 
tracy. Whoever beheld this vision died 
in the course of the year. The moun- 
tain, in consequence, laboured under a 
very bad reputation. From its posi- 
tion as an outlier, or advanced guard 
of the chain of the Alps, it collects 
the clouds which float over the plain 
from the W. and N. ; and it is re- 
marked that almost all the storms 
which burst upon the lake of Lu- 
cerne gather and brew on its summit. 
This frequent assemblage of clouds 
was attributed to the disturbance of 
the unquiet spirit by rash intruders. 
So prevalent was this superstition, 



that in 13S7 six priests suffered several 
months' imprisonment for ascending 
the mountain. In 1518 four of the 
most enlightened men of the time 
obtained leave from the Government 
of Lucerne to ascend Pilatus. Strange 
to say, they returned to confirm the 
legend. . It was not until 1555 that 
Conrad Gesner, the first naturalist 
of his day, ventured not only to 
climb the mountain but to dismiss its 
legend as an '*Aberglaube." Thirty 
years later, the popular belief was 
still strong enough to give solemnity 
to the proceedings of the Stadtpforrer 
of Lucerne, who, before a crowd of 
witnesses, flung stones and rubbish 
into the lake without raising any- 
thing more than a ripple. 

According to some, the name Pila- 
tus is only a corruption of Pileaius 
(capped), arising from the cap of 
clouas which rarely quits its barren 
brow, and which is sometimes seen 
rising from it like steam frt>m a 
caldron. The peasants profess to be 
able to foretell the weather from the 
of these clouds and have a 



saymg,— 

I" Hat Pilatus seinen Hut 
Dann wird das Wetter gut "* 
Trilgt er aber elnen Degen, 
So giebt'8 wohl sicher Regeu." 

<*If Pilatus wears his hat, th« 
weather will be good ; but if he 
wears a sword (the long cloud 
called 8tratu8\ it will surely rain." 

Pilate*s lake is a mere pool, some- 
times dry, on the Briindlen Alp, 
far from the beaten tracks. The 
way to it is by Kriens (3 m.) ; then 
up through forest 1^ hr. to HergotbS' 
toald^ beautifully situated with a small 
Irm, and in 2} hrs. more to the 
Briindlen Alp. Above the tarn on 
the Widderfeld, is a stone called 8L 
Dominik, and on the cliff below it the 
cavern Damniidoch. The crest of 
Pilatus is li hr. from the lake. 

The mountain consists entirely of 
nummulite limestone and sandstone ; 
the strata mdine to the S., and abound 
in fossils, especially near the summit. 
It is rich in rare plants* 
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Ascent by EergiswyU 

This route should be preferred for 
the ascent by those who are equal to 
the short walk from the Elimsenhom 
to the Esel. 

The road to the Briinig (Bte. 19) 
^MA^shyHergisvoyl {Inn: Bossli ; horses 
for the ascent), to which place a little 
steamer runs twice every morning 
from Lucerne. At other times it 
can be reached by row-boat, in 
2 hrs., or carriage in 1^. Horses 
may be procured. A bridle*path, 
made at an expense of 1000^., leads 
up the mountain meadows and pas- 
ture, and by a series of steep zig- 
zags, in Zi hrs. to the Joch or Col, 
6287 ft., connecting the Klimsenhom 
with the Oberhaupt. Here is the 

ffdtel of the Klimsenhom — ^very com- 
fortable. The flora of Filatus is par- 
ticularly interesting, and a lover of 
flowers might well spend some time 
here. Extensive view from the Elim- 
senhom, 5 min. walk, and from the 
Tomlishortiy about 1 hr. distant from 
the inn. A weU-made path leads up- 
ward to the foot of the Oberhaupt (aO 
min. walk), where it stops, for the 
ridge itself cannot be climbed. It is, 
however, bored through by a natural 
and nearly vertical fissure about 40 ft. 
deep, called the KriesUochy in which a 
commodious ladder, or rude staircase 
is placed. On emerging from this the 
whole range, hitherto nidden, of the 
Bernese mountains suddenly bursts 
upon the traveller. There are few 
more striking scenes in Switzerland. 
A descent of 5 min. leads to the 
BelUme Hotels about 6750 ft.,— a good 
house, visited in 1868 by Queen Vic- 
toria, who ascended firom Alpnach. 
It stands on the depression between 
the Oberhaupt and the Esel, The latter 
summit is 5 min. above the hotel. 
Though not the highest peak of the 
mountain, it commands, owing to its 
advanced position, the most pictu- 
resque panorama, and is the most 
frequently visited. The face of Fila- 
tus overhanging the lake and the 
ridge between the Tomlishom and 
Oberhaupt are very precipitous, and 



tourists are warned against attempt- 
ing short cuts without the aid of 
a guide. The mountain has been the 
scene of several fatal accidents. 

Ascent from Alpnach*gestad, 

4 hrs. From Alpnach-gestad (Rte. 19) 
a mule-path leads by the Emsigen 
Alp to the EseL It commands fine 
views of the lake. On all the routes 
a half-way shed offers refreshment to 
the tourist. 

[A Railroad on the ccg-wheel sys- 
tem is in construction from Alpnach" 
gestad to the Esel (1886).] 



ROUTE 18. 

LUCERNE TO 8CHWYE— THE 
BOfiSBERQ. 

Eng. in. 
Lucerne. 

KlisBiiacht ?i 

Art S r 6i 

Goldau f «-|, ) 2 

Schwys } ( 4i 

21 

A railway is in construction to 
Kiissnaeht, and there is also a road. 
The pleasantest way is to go by 
steamer to Kussnacht, carriage or 
omnibus to Immensee, steamer to Art, 
and then take a carriage or the Rail- 
way. 

Steamers from XiUceme 4 times a 
day, in 55 min., to Kiissnaeht. 
A good|>05i-road to Schwyz. 

The road to Kussnacht runs nearly 
all the way in sight of the lake of 
Lucerne, and of the Alps of Uri 
and Unterwalden* On a headland at 
tJie angle of the green bay of Kuss- 
nacht, stands Neu-ffab^ntrgf a modem 
castle, adjoining a ruined stronghold 
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of the Imperial family, destroyed, 
1352, by the Lucerners. 

Kussnacht (/««s; H. du Lac (See- 
hoH ; Adler), 3i hrs. from the top 
of tne Rigi. The road to Immensee (2 
m.) lies through the Hollom Way, and 
on rt. a ruinea wall used to be pointed 
out by the name of Gessler*s Castle, 
The Hollow Way (hohle Gasse) was a 
narrow green lane, between high, 
wooded.banks, which have been par- 
tially destroyed in making the new 
roacL This is the place where, ac- 
cording to the tale. Tell, after escaping 
from Gessler's boat on the lake of 
Lucerne, lay in wait for his enemy, 
and shot him as he passed, with 
his unerring arrow. It is somewhat 
unlucky that researches into the 
archiyes of Kiissnacht have clearly 
proved that the ruin called Gessler s 
Castle never belonged to him. 

TelVs Chapel is seen bv the roadside. 
By a singular anomaly a place of 
worship, originally dedicated to " The 
Fourteen Helpers in Need " (Our Sa- 
viour, the Virgin, and Apostles), now 
commemorates a traditional deed of 
blood, which its supposed connection 
with the origin of Swiss liberty ap- 
pears to have sanctified in the eyes of 
the people, so that mass is periocucally 
said in it, whUe it is kept in constant 
repair, and bears on. its outer wall a 
fresco representing Gessler's death. 

^Immensee Stat, on rly. to Lucerne 
(Inn : H. Rigi, comfortable). The 
road turns off before it reaches this 
village, and both it and rly. (see 34 a) 
skirt the lake of Zug to 

* Art (see Rte. 14). 

Ooldau Stat. {Inn ; Rossli (Cheval 
Blanc), good, but dear). The church 
contains a painting from memory 
of the Rossberg and of Goldau 
before its destruction. If it may be 
relied on, it would seem that the part 
of the ridge which fell was somewhat 
higher than the rest, and carried a 
crest. On the church door is a curious 
lock, with 5 bolts, said to have be- 
longed to the former church, and to be 
700 years old. One of the Railroads 
up the Rigi, starting from Art, begins 
the ascent at Goldau. (See Rte. 16.) 



FALL OF THE ROSSBEBG. 

" Mountains have fallen, 
Leaving a gap in the douds, and with the 

.shock 
Rocking their Alpine brethren ; filling vlj> 
The ripe green valleys with destrnction's 

splinters; 
Damming the riyers wHh a sndden dash, . 
Which crushed the waters into mist, and made 
Their fountains find another channel — thus. 
Thus, in its old age, did Mount Rosenberg." , 
Byron, 

On approaching Goldau the tra- 
veller . may perceive traces .of the 
dreadful catastrophe whkdi buried the 
original and much larger vUlage of 
that name, and inundated the vaUey 
for a considerable distance with a de- 
luge of stonesiindrubbisfa. Themoun- 
tain : which <(taused this calamity still 
remains scaniad £rom top to bottom : 
and nothing grows upon its barren 
surface ; but in the course of y^ars the 
valley itself has in many places be- 
come green, and the fallen rocks bear 
trees, lichens, and vegetation, and the 
great similarity to mountain valleys 
in general shows how often in past 
ages such oatasttophes must have 
happened, though no record of them 
has been preserved. 

The Bossherg, or Rufiberg, is a 
mountain 5190 ft. high; the upper 
part of it consists of a ccmglomerate 
formed of rounded masses of other 
rocks cemented together, and called 
by the Germans Nagelfiue, or Kail- 
rock, from the knobs and protuber- 
ances which its surface presents. 
From the nature of the structure 
this kind of rock is ver^ liable to 
become cracked, and if ram-water or 
springs penetrate the fissures they 
will not mil to dissolve or moisten the 
beds of clay which separate the nagel- 
fiue from the strata below it, and 
cause large portions to detach them- 
selves from the mass. The strata of 
the Rossberg are tilted up from the 
side of the lake of Zug, and slope 
down towards Goldau. The slanting 
direction of the seams which part 
the strata is well seen on the road 
from Art. Within the period of 
human record destructive land-slips 
had repeatedly fallen from the Ross- 
berg, and. a great part of the piles 
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of earth, rock, and stones, which de- 
form the face of the Talley, derive 
their origin from such catastrophes 
of ancient date; but the most de- 
structive of all appears to hare been 
the last. The summer of 1806 had 
been very wet^ and on the 1st and 2nd 
of Sept. the rain had been incessant. 
Towards '2 o'clock in the afternoon 
the face of the mountain began to 
move, and a mass estimated to be a 
league long, lOOO ft. broad, and 100 
ft. thick, slipped down into the valley 
below, overwhelming the villages of 
Goldau, Busingen, and Rothen, and 
a part of LoWerz ; the rich pas- 
turages m the valley and on the 
slope of the mountain, entirely over- 
whelmed by it and mined, were esti- 
mated to be worth 150,000?.; Ill 
houses, and more than 200 stables 
and chalets, were buried under the 
debris of rocks, which of themselves 
form hills several hundred feet high. 
More than 450 human beings perished, 
and whole herds of cattle were 
swept away. Five minutes sufficed 
to complete the work of destruc- 
tion. The inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring towns and villages were 
first roused by loud and grating 
sounds li|(e thunder : they looked to- 
wards the spot from which it came, 
and beheld tne valley shrouded in a 
cloud of dust ; when it had beared 
away, they found the face of nature 
changed. The houses of Goldau were 
liter^y crushed beneath the weight of 
superincumbent masses. Lowerz was 
overwhelmed by a torrent of mud. Such 
a mass of earth and stones rushed at 
onoe into the lake of Lowerz , although 5 
m. distant, that one end of it was filled 
up, and a prodigious wave passing 
completely over the island of Schwan- 
au, 70 feet above the usual level of 
the water, overwhelmed the opposite 
shore, and, as it returned, swept awa^ 
into the lake many houses with their 
inhabitants. The village of Seewen, 
situated at the farther end, was inon- 
datedf and some houses washed awav; 
and the flood carried live fish into the 
Tillage of Steinen. The chapel of Olten, 
built of wood, was found half a league 
from the plaoe it had previously oocu- . 



pied, and many larffe blocks of stone 
completely changed their position. 

Those who desire a near view of 
the landslip should ascend the Gny" 
penstockjfrYiose summit maybe reached 
in 3 hours from Art It is the W. 
point of the Bossberg: £. of it is the 
Wild^pitz, the highest point, 5190 ft. } 
further £. the Kais^rstoch 

The church and one of the inns 
at Goldau stand on the site of the 
village which was overwhelmed ; its 
inhabitants, thus destroyed in the 
midst of security, are said to .have 
been remarkable for the purity of 
their manners and their personal 
beauty. The ohurch contains two 
tablets of black marble inscribed with 
the names of some of the sufferers, 
and with particulars of the sad event. 
The railwayandroadtraverse the talus 
or debris, which extends from the top 
of the Bossberg far up the Risi on the 
rt. They pass throueh hiUocks of 
rubbish, calcnlated to be 80 feet deep 
hereabouts, but near the centre of the 
valley probably 200 feet, and winds 
among enormous blocks of stone now 
moss-grown, and with herbage spring- 
ing up between them. These mounds 
and masses of rock enclose numerous 
pools, arising ftom springs dammed 
up by the faUen earth. 

Zot0«nr(/m»;Rossli; Adler), stand- 
ing on the margin of the Lake <^ 
Lowerz, round the S. shore of which 
the road is carried on an embankment, 
lost its church and several of its houses 
in the same catastrophe. The lake 
(length 2A m. ; breadth | m.) was 
diminished by one-quarter in conse- 
quence of the avalanche of mud and 
rubbish which entered it« and its 
waters were thrown up in a wave 
70 feet high to the opposite bank, so 
as to cover the picturesque island, 
and sweep away a small chapel which 
stood upon it. 

[Near the village of Lowerz a 
footpath strikes yxp the Rig^ shorter 
than going round by Goldau for 
travellers approaching firom Schwrz 
or Brunnen. In about 3 m. it fells 
into the path from Goldau (Bte. 16}« 
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The Kulm may be reached by it in 3 
hours by those who dislike the Bly.] 

Seewen (Inns: Rossli, fair ; Kreuz), 
ik village at the E. end of the lake, 
resorted to for its chalybeate springs 
and baths. A direct road to Brunnen 
turns to the rt ; it is 1^ m. shorter 
than that by Schwyz, but not good. 

Schwyz 8tai. (Inns: Bossli, clean and 
reasonable ; Kreuz ; Hirsch, good ; 
H. Hediger; Pension Jiitz, 10 min. 
walk, comfortable, and prettily situ- 
ated ; H. Bellevue at Rickenbach, 
1 m., at the foot of the Mythen) is a 
mere village, though the chief place in 
the canton — " the heart's core of Hel- 
vetia*' — ^from which comes the name 
Switzerland, and contains 6543 In- 
hab. (nearly all Koman Catholics), 
including the adjoining scattered 
houses and villagea, which all belong 
to one parish. It lies picturesquely, 
about 3 m. from Brvxmen (Bte. 15), its 
port on the lake of Lucerne, at the 
foot of the double-peaked Mythen* 

Adjoining the Parish Churchy a mo- 
dern building, finished 1774, is a small 
Gothic chapel, called Kerker (prison), 
erected, according to tradition, at a 
time when admission to the church 
was denied the people bv a ban of ex- 
communication from the Pope. It 
was built in great haste, half of it 
within three days, and the mass was 
secretly administered within it. 

In tne Cemetery of the parish church 
is the grave of Aloys Reding, the pa- 
triotic leader of the Swiss against the 
French Bepublicans, in 1798. " Cujus 
nomen summa laus," says his epitaph. 

The Bathhaus, a building of no great 
antiquity or beauty,' in which the 
Council of the canton holds its sittings, 
is decorated with portraits of 43 
Landammanner, and a parved ceiling. 
It contains a relief-niap of the Ross- 
berg landslip. "* , . 

In the Arsenal are banners taken 
by the Schwyzers • at JMof gar ten, and 
others borne by thef^iiPv^^^ battles of 
Laupen, Sempa0h«;,E||iB^e^ and Morat; 
also a consecrated^ >s|a^^id pre- 
sented by Pope ; J^ii^'-jt to the 
3chwyzers. ^ .< i. .:■***" 



The Archiv (record«-office) is a tower 
of rough masonry several stories high, 
probably once a castle: its walls ar« 
remarkably thick, and enclose some 
gloomy dungeons. 

Schwyz possesses a Capuchin con- 
vent, and a Dominican nunnery, found* 
ed 1287. A Jesuit convent, built 
1847, on the hill, has never been oc- 
cupied. 

Model of the valley of Muotta, illus* 
trating the French and Russian cam- 
paign, at M. Schindler's. 

There are fine roads to Sattel, near 
the Egeri-See, and to Fliielen by 
Brunnen and the Axenstrasse. Up 
the Muotta Thai runs a carriage-road 
as far as Muotta, on the route of the 
PragelPass(Rte.73). 

The Schwyzers first appear in his- 
tory in the 12th cent. The natives 
of this district quarrelled with the 
tenants of the monks of Einsiedeln 
about a right of pasturage. The Em- 
peror, to whom an appeal was made, 
took the part of the monastery, and 
the indignant Schwyzers formed with 
their neighbours a league in defence 
of their ancient rights, which was 
the origin of the Swiss Confederation. 

The name Swiss (Schwyzer) was 
first given to the inhabitants of the 
three original Forest cantons after 
the battle of Morgarten, their earliest 
victory, in which thQ men of Schwya 
had prominently distinguished them- 
selves, but did not form part of the 
formal style of the. confederation till 
1803. 

At Ibachf a village on the Muotta 
(through which the road to Brunnen 
passes), may be seen the place where 
the Cantons-Lands-Gemeinde — con- 
sisting of aU the men of the can- 
ton — formerly met in the open air 
to choose their magistrates, from 
the Landammann down to the lowest 
officer. Here they used to delibe- 
rate and vote on the ailRairs of the 
state, decide on peace or war, form 
alliances, or despatch embassies — 
— a singular example of universal 
suffrage and the legislation of the 
masses. (See Rtes. 34 and 72.) The 
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business was opened by prayer, and 
by the whole assembly kneeling, and 
taking an oath faithfully to discnarge 
their legislative duties. Since 1833, 
the General Assemblies of the canton 
hare been held every second year 
at Bothenthurm, on the road to Ein- 
siedeln. At present the meeting of 
the local assembly of the <Kreis- 
Gemeinden * only is held here. 

The Gross Hytheti, 6244 ft., and 
Klein Mythen, 5955 ft., of pyramidal 
form and separated b^ a cleft, are so 
named from their fancied resemblance 
in shape to a Mitre, The highest 
point, on which is a small /na, is 
reached by a good path in about 
3 hrs. from Schwyz. In the view the 
Uri Rothstock, bein^ the nearest of 
the great Alps, is uie most conspi- 
cuous. The Klein Mythen flanks 
the summit of the JIacken Pass, a short 
out to Binsiedeln in 4 hrs. 



ROUTE 19. 

THE PASS OF THE BRttNia. — ^LUCERNE 
TO MEIBINGEN OR BRIENZ. 

Eng. m. 

Hergiswyl (by road) . . 6 

Gstaad 6 

Alpnach 1 

Sarnen ...... 3i 

Sacbseln 2 

Lnngem Si 

TopofBrUnigi*ass . . . 3i 

Meiringen, ..... 6 

[pT Brienz 1"] 

A carriage-road was opened 1861, 
across the Brlinig Pass to Meiringen, 
Brienz, or Intenaken, traversed by 
open public carriages twice daily in 
each direction. 

There is a carriage-road from Lu- 
cerne to Gstaad, passing through 
Winkel and Jfergiswyl, also traversed 
by dilig;ences. Most persons prefer 
going by steamer as far as Gstaad, 
and there taking the diligence or 
hiring a carriage. Diligence fares, 
from 8*50 fr. Carriage from Gstaad 
to Brienz, one horse, 20 fr.; 2 
horses, 32 fr. In the season there 
are plenty of carriages waiting to be 
hirea. 



Steamer to Alpnach- Gstaad in 1 
hr., 7 times daily. Diligence on to 
Brienz in 6 hrs., to Meiringen in 5^^ 
hrs. Passengers booked through on 
board the steamer, or at the post- 
office (next door to Uie Englischer- 
hof ), Lucerne. Leaving Lucerne in 
the morning, Brienz is reached in 
about 7 hrs., in time for steamer to 
Interlaken, and thence by steamer 
and rly. to Berne. 

The steamer touches at Hergiswyl 
station for Pilatus (see Bte. 17). 

Stanzstad (Inns: Preihof; Winkel- 
ried ; Bossli), a small village under the 
Bvrgenstock, on the margin of the lake, 
with beautiful view of Pilatus. It is the 
usual starting-point for Engelberg, 
and distinguished by its picturesque 
watch-tower, 5 centuries old. In 1315, 
a little before the battle of Morgar- 
ten, a vessel laden with Austrian par- 
tisans was crushed and swamped by 
a millstone hurled from the top of this 
tower. 

The beautifully situated and well* 
managed ffdtel - Pension BUrgenstock, 
2772 ft. above the sea, 1335 ft. above 
the lake, is an up-hill drive of about 
1^ hr. by a good carriage -road. 
Ascent of Stanzerhom and Buochser- 
hom (see below). Omnibuses to Beken- 
ried and Engelberg, both passing 
through Stanz (Bte. 31). 

The boat next passes through a 
strait between the village of Stanz- 
stad and the spur of !Blatus called 
Lopper, into the beautiful and retired 
gulf of the lake of the Pour Cantons, 
known as the Lake of Alpnach. An 
embankment has been thrown across 
the opening, with a bridge (Achen- 
brucke^ in the centre, which is raised 
to let tne steamer pass. 

On the opposite, or E. shore of 
the Alpnach lake, is seen the castle of 
Potzberg, said to have been taken by 
the Svidss coniederates on New-year s 
Day, 1308. The story is that one of 
the part^, the accepted lover of a dam- 
sel within the ifc«f% being, according 
to the practice <?■; Swiss lovers even 
at the preseiitll^^;, admitted by a lad- 
der of tope&iod midnight interview 
with his misttress/.succeeded in intro- 
ducing, iiir^ thie same way, 20 of his 
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companions, who found no difficulty 
in surprising the garrison. The loves 
of Jageli and Anneli have, from 
that day forth, been celebrated in 
Swiss song. 

The boat touches at Motzlochy which 
has a Pension, with baths, belonging 
to Herr Blattler, and then procee£ 
to 

G stood, or Alpnach ' am 'G stood, 11 
m. by road from Lucerne, at the S. 
end of the bay, the port for the 
Briinig. The name Gstaad or Stood 
signifies a landing-place (^Tnns : Fila- 
tus, good, kept by the owner of the 
inns on Filatus, horses and porters 
at fixed tariff; Stem; Bossli). Path 
to FUatus, see Rte. 17» 

Alpnoch (Inns : Schliissel; Sonne), 
a scattered village of 1600 Inhab. 
at thie foot of Pilatus. The exten- 
sive forests which clothe the sides 
of the mountain belong, for the most 
part, to Alpnach, and would be a 
source- of wealth to its inhabitants if 
they could be got at more easily. It 
was with a view of turning to account 
the fine timber, that . the Slide of 
Alpnach was constructed. ThJHs was 
a trough of wood formed of nearly 
30,000 trees, fastened together length- 
wise, 5 or 6 ft. wide at the top, and 3 
or 4 ft. deep, extending from a height 
of 2500 ft to the water's edge. It 
was planned by an engineei* from 
Wiirtemberg, named Knpp. The 
course of this inclined plane was in 
some places circuitous; it was sup- 
ported partly on uprights; and thus 
was carried over 3 deep ravines, and 
in two instances^ passed undei^ound. 
Its average declivity did not exceed 
1 foot in 17, yet this sufficed to dis- 
charge a tree 100 ft. long and 4 ft. in 
diameter, in the short space of 6 
minutes, from the upper end of the 
trough into the lake below, a distance 
exceeding 8 m. The trees were pre- 
viously barked, and rudely dressed 
with the axe. The bottom of the 
trough was kept wet by a rill of 
water trickling down it, and ther^y 
diminishing the friction. Professor 
Playfair, who wrote a most in- 
teresting account of the slide, says 



that the trees Shot downwards with 
the rapidity of lightning, and a noise 
like thunder. Though the utmost care 
was taken to remove every obstacle, it 
sometimes happened that a tree stuok 
by the way, or, being arrested sud- 
denly in its progress, leaped or bolted 
from the trough with a force capable 
of cutting the trees growing at the side 
short off, and of dashing the log itself 
to atoms. To prevent such accidents, 
watchmen wer^ stationed at regular 
distances along the sides during the 
operation of discharging the Wood, 
and a. line of signals, similar to those 
in use on modem railways, were 
established, showing when anything 
went wrong. The timber was col- 
lected on the lake and floated down 
the Beuss into the Bhine, where it 
was formed into rafts, and sold in 
Holland. Kapoleon had contracted 
for the greater part of it, to supply 
his dockyards; but the peace of 
1815, by diminishing this demand, 

, rendered the speculation unprofit- 
able, and the slide, having been 
abandoned, was taken down m 1819. 
Similar slides, nearly as long, are 
common throughout the great forests 
of Tyrol and Stjrria. 

The Ch^ of, Alpnach, with a slender 
spire, was. built with timber brought 

[ down by the slide.- 

The road ascends the valley along 
the left bank of. the Aa to 

Somen (Jnns : Gpldener Adler, Ob- 
walderhof, both fair ; Schliissel ; 
^rnerhof). This village, of 4903 In- 
hab., is the capital of the division of 
the canton called Obwalden, ajid the 
seat of the Government. It is plea- 
singly situated at the end of the 
lake of Samen, at the foot of an 
eminence called Zandenberg, No ves- 
tige of the castle said to have stood 
on it now remains: the terrace which 
marks its site, and commands .a most 
beautiful view, has since ,1647 served 
for the annual Landesgeme»ide, or con- 
vocation of the men <of. the canton, 
who meet to elect their, magistrates. 
Adjoining it is the public snooting* 
house . The upper half of the village 
was burnt some yg^^^PjuThe lower 
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half is ancient; and there is abridge 
across the river nearly 300 years old. 

The Baihhaas contains, in its council 
chamber, portraits of the landam* 
miumer from 1381 to 1824. There 
is one picture, better than the rest, 
of Nicolas- yon der Eliih, a patriot, 
and at the same time a peace-maker, 
haying spent his life in allaying the 
dissensions between the cities and 
mountain cantons, which in 1481, after 
the war with Charles the Bold, 
threatened the destruction of the Con- 
federation. After an active life, in 
which he acquired fame as a soldier 
in the field, and an adviser in council, 
at 50 years of a«^e, he retired into the 
remote valley of Melchthal, where, at 
Fliihli, he passed his time as a hermit 
in a humble cell, in exercises of piety. 
His reputation, however, for wisdom 
as well as virtue, was so high that the 
counsellors of the confederacy flocked 
to him in his solitude to seek advice, 
and his sudden appearance before the 
Diet at Stanz ana his conciliating in- 
fluence prevented the dissolution of 
the confederacy. After enjoying the 
respect of men during his Ufetime, he 
was honoured afl»r his death (1487) 
as a saint. 

In the archives here preserved is 
the famous 'Weisses Buch,' which 
(reproduced in Etteriin's Chronicle 
in 1507) is the earliest document 
(written 1467 and 1476) wherein the 
legendary history of the origin of the 
Swiss Confederation is found. 

The valley of Samen, rich in or« 
ohards, and bounded by gently sloping 
hills, is quiet and pleasing. 

[The path by the Melchthal to 
£ngstlen, and the Storegg and Jochli 

SMses to Engelberg are described in 
te. 20.] 

The road skirting the £. shore of 
the Lake of Samen traverses the 
pretty village of 

Sachseln {Inns: Krenz, good ; £n- 

fel, comfortable). In this neighbour«> 
ood lived Nicolas von der Flue^ during 
the first 50 years of his life, cultivat- 
ing his paternal acres. His farm was 



situated under a precipice, whence his 
sobriquet von der Fl&e (of the Bock); 
his real name wsa Lowenbrugger. 
Within the Churchy his remains are 
preserved. His bones lie, but do not 
repose, in a glass case above the high 
altar, <^e shutters of which are opened 
for travellers, and are also withctawn 
at stated seasons to exhibit the relics 
to crowds of pilgrims. Within the 
ribs, where the heart was, there is now 
a jewelled cross, and from the breast 
hang several military orders gained by 
natives of Unterwalden in military 
service,bnt offered up to the use of the 
dead saint, who is known to the pea- 
sants by the name of Brvder Klaus. 
There is a wooden figure in the tran- 
sept, clothed with the saint's veritable 
robes. The walls are lined, by de- 
votees, with votive tablets to St. 
Nicolas, recording miracles supposed 
to have been performed by him. 

[From Sachseln it is an agreeable 
variety to go through the Klein Melch- 
thal to a col whence the Hohen&tcllen 
can be easily ascended, and down the 
other side to the Melchsee, and so to 
Engstlen; 10 to 11 hrs.] 

The village Gyswyl, about 4 m. from 
Sachseln, was half swept away in 1629 
by the torrent Lauibach, which brought 
so much rubbish into the valley as 
to dam up the waters of the Aa. A 
lake, thus created, lasted for 130 years, 
when it was let off by an artificial 
canal into the lake of Samen. 

[The summit of the Brienzer Both" 
horn (1^\1 ft.), just over Brienz, and 
celebrated for its view, may be reached 
in 6 hours from Gyswyl; the path, at 
least for the first 3 hours, is good; 
the descent on the other side into the 
Emmenthal above Sorenberg is not so 
good (see Bte. 25e).] 

The steep ascent of the Kaiserstuhl 
has to be surmounted before the road 
reaches a higher platform in the 
valley occupied by the LakeofLungem, 

This was formerly a beautiful sheet 
of water, embowered in wood, but 
the dwellers on its shores, less influ- 
enced by theDiP^^a:«;^a^9t^%% V 
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the prospect of ftcquiring 500 acres 
of good land, tapped it in 1839, lower- 
ing its surface about 120 feet, and 
reducing it by nearly one-half. The 
cost of Uiis enterprise was about 2000^. 
and 19,000 days' labour performed by 
the peasants. The old limits of the 
lake can still be distinguished, and the 
mouth of the tiuuiel is yisible from 
the road. 

The bare Wylerhom (6520 ft) 
towers above the plain beyond the 
head of the lake. 

Lungern (/n»w; Lion d*Or; Briinig, 
good), about 10 m. from Sampn, a 
timber -built village, the last in the 
vaUey, situated at the foot of the 
Brtinig, and originally at the S. end 
of the lake, is now some distance 
from it. The carriage-road was made 
in 1865. It is doubtful whether the 
old mule-path is now practicable even 
for pedestrians. 

The carriage-road leaving the old 
mule-path 1. runs in well-constructed 
zigzag sweeps through the forest to 
the summit of the pass, 3648 ft., 
whence the ascent of the Wylerhom 
on the rt. can be made in 2 hrs. 

Shortly before reaching the culmi- 
nating point of the road, there is a 
charming view down the valley of 
Samen backed by Pilatus, with the 
Lungern See in the foreground. 
A little beyond the brow, the still 
finer view of the valley of Hasli, with 
the Kirchet stretching across it, shut 
in by the broken peaks of the Engel- 
homer on one side, and by the Plat- 
tenberg on the other side, with a 
range of snowy summits between 
them. 

The Hotel Brunig, a post-station, is 
well placed near the top of the Pass. 
Close to a small tavern, formerly a 
toll-house, the road to Meiringen 
turns off on the 1. The town is 
seen below, seated on the rich flat 
which forms the bottom of the valley. 
On the opposite precipices streaks 
of white mark the waterfalls of the 
Reichenbach, Oltschibach, and others. 

1 hr. takes the traveller down the 



steep descent, cut in places out of the 
face of the mountain, to Brienzvoykr 
bridge on the road from Brienz to 
Meiringen (Bte. 25e). On a cliff rt., a 
curious instance of contorted strata 
may be noticed. It is about 3 m. ou 
a level to 

Brienx. (Rte. 25e.) 



ROUTE 20. 

SARNEN TO ENGELBBBG, ENG8TLEN, OB 
MEIRINGEN, BT THE MELCHTHAL. 

Pedestrians bound from Lucerne to 
Meiringen or Engelberg, may vary 
their route in an agreeable way by 
the Melchthd, which opens E. of 
Sarnen (Rte. 19). At its mouth, 
close to the chapel of St. Niklaua^ 
stands an isolated tower, one of the 
most ancient buildings in the canton, 
dating from the earliest Christian 
times, erected probably as a belfry, 
Melchthal was the native place of 
Arnold an der Jffalden^ one of the re- 
puted conspirators of Griitli (Rte. 15). 
Nearly opposite the chapel is a hill 
called the Hanft, the site of the hermit- 
aee of Nicolas von der Fluh (see Rte. 19) 
The scenery of the Melchthal, which 
lies between the range of the ffohen- 
stollen (8150 ft.) and the Lauberstock 
(851 6 ft.) is pretty and pastoral, but 
the entrance of the valley is a wooded 
defile. Countless chalets cover the 
slopes. There is a carriago-road, as 
far as the village of Melchthal (Inn .- 
Kaplanei, clean), 7 m. Two paths 
lead direct to Engelberg from the 
Lower Melchthal. 

a. Storegg Pass (6703 ft.) turns oflf 
1. just beyond the bridge 1 m. from 
the Ranft and 4 m. from Kerns or 
Samen. It is steep at the top and 
badly marked. The Col lies between 
the SaUstock (7528 ft.) and Bochistock, 
and is about 3^ hrs. from Sarnen. 
The descent leads in ^ hr. to the 
Lautersee, a small lake on the 1.; and 
in 1 hr. more to the junction of the 
Jochli ruad (see below), } hr. from 
Engelberg. 
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(b) Jdchli Pass (7136 ft); the turn 
IS from the end of the char-road, 1 m. 
beyond Melchthal, Steep zigzags lead 
up grassy slopes in 2 hrs. to the Col, 
where there is often snow, and the 
Titlis range opens to view. The path 
passes through a narrow gap, deep 
in moss and with many flowers. Then 
a descent of 1| hr. to the junction of 
the Storegg route, and f hr. on to 
Engelberg (Ete. 31). 

The way to -En^»<fe» (about 4^ hrs.) 
on the Joch Pass, lies up the very 
picturesque and well-wooded Melch- 
thal (horsepath) to the chalets of 
Mekhalp on the Mekhsee (6432 ft.), 
where it turns L This is a li^rge 
pool lying in the midst of a rich alpine 
pasturage, studded with chalets. The 
path traverses meadows for an hour. 
The descent to Engstlen is steep, and 
the path may eamly be missed, so 
that the traveller without a guide 
will do well to hire a boy from one of 
the chalets to set him on the right 
track. 

From the chalets of Melchalp 

Sdestrians have two fine routes to 
eiringen. Instead of turning 1. to 
the cross, they ma^ keep along the 
stream, and follow it up the slope rt. 
It leads in 1 hr. to a Col opening into 
the Klein Melchthal, and commanding 
a view of the Titlis, Sustenhom, Galen- 
stock, Pilatus, and Wetterhom. From 
this col another at the head of the same 
valley, and at about the same eleva- 
tion, is visible. Pass to it along the 
flank of the Mohenstollen, without de- 
Bcendine (2 hrs.). The view here is 
splendid. The E. flank of the Ober- 
land mountains is thrown into view 
. from top to bottom, and many snow- 
peaks are seen. The HohenstoUen 
can be ascended by easy slopes. 
Descent of 2 hrs. from the second 
col to Meiringen. A more direct way 
is over the Lofjbergrat (7352 ft,) be- 
tween the Qlockhaus and the Lauber- 
stock. It is reached by an easy ascent 
of H hr. from the Melch See. The 
view of the Oberland peaks from the 
•ommit is magnificent. 
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ROUTE 22. 

LUCEBNE TO BEBNE OB THUK, BT 
THE ENTLEBUCH — BAIL. 

The distance is 60 m., and the 
trains take about 3^ hrs. The line 
was opened in August, 1875. 

After emerging from the tunnel 
under the Giitsch, the Berne Kly. 
leaves the line to Olten, turns sharp to 
the 1., and begins to ascend the val- 
ley of the Kleine Emme, which is here 
a rocky defile. 

Soon after passing Mcdters Stat., 
the river is crossed. Near this the 
democratic Free Corps were in 1845 
defeated by the men of Lucerne, a 
conflict which foreshadowed, but was 
reversed in its results by, the war of 
the Sonderbund. 

[From this the Bramegg Pass leads 
through a rich and fertile valley, past 
the baths and hotel of Fambuhi, com- 
manding a fine view, and falls again 
into the main line at Endebuch.] 

The rly. follows the 1. bank of the 
stream through a narrow valley, 
passing tunnels, and making many 
sharp curves past 

Wohlhausen Stat^ on the Emme, to 

Entlebuch Stat. A village of 3000 
Inhab., situated in a wide green val- 
ley at the W. foot of the Bramegg 
(3645 ft.) {Inns : H. du Port, Drei 
Konige), prettily situated on a slope, 
with the torrents Entle and Emme 
roaring beneath it. 

The vale of Entlebuch is about 30 
m. long, and flanked by mountains 
covered with wood and pasture. The 
men of the valley are celebrated as the 
best wrestlers in Switzerland. They 
hold 4 or 5 great matches, called 
Schunngfeste, between the months of 
June and Oct. ; the chief on the first 
Sunday in Sept^ when they try their 
skill against tne athletes of the neigh- 
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landers are formidable rivals. The 
Entlebuchers have been long renowned 
for their courage and independence. 
In 1405 Lucerne bought this valley 
from Austria, along with the feudal 
rights of the nobles over it, substitut- 
ing a Lucerne bailiff. 

The Napf, 5194 ft., rising W. of 
Entlebuch, can be ascended in about 
3 hrs. The Menzherg, with Kwhaus 
and Pension, abuts upon the slopes 
of the Napf above "Wohlhausen. 

Schupfheim Stat (Inn: Adler), a 
large village at the junction of the 
Weisse Emme and Wald-Emme, the 
latter flowing from the JBrienzer koth- 
horn,. On the Schafmatty 1., at the 
pilgrimage - chapel of Heiligkreuz, a 
wrestling-match is held on the 29th 
Sept., and on the SchUpferberg^ rt., 
another on the following Sunday. 

A carriage-road leads from here to 
Sarehberg (10 m.), whence there is a 

Sitb over the Brienzer Bothhom to 
rienz, in 6) hrs. 

. The rly. again crosses the stre^hi, 
and rises rapidly to 

Escholzmatt 'Stat, (Tnns : Lowe, 
good ; Krone), a scattered village, in 
a high situation, 2800 ft. above the sea. 
'Nea.T Triibschachen is a handsome 
hospital for 100 orphans and 300 
paupers. 

ixmgnau Stat, (Inns: Hirsch, quiet 
and good; zum Emmenthal, clean) is 
the principal place in the Emmen- 
thal (Pop. about 7200), an extensive, 
fertile, and industrious valley, famed 
for its cheeses (made on the high 
pastures and exported all over Ger- 
many), and for its manufiwjture of 
linen. Its meadows are of the 
brightest green; the cottages neat 
and substantial, with pretty gardens 
before them. The Grosse Emme, 
which traverses it, and its tribu- 
taries, at times commit serious de- 
vastation. 

The Hfis is crossed, and afterwards 
the Emme, before reaching 

Signau Stat. (Inn: Bkr, tolerable), 
a pretty village, with a ruined castle 
above it. For the next few miles 
there is nothing remarkable until the 



range of the Bernese Oberiand comes 
into view on the L 

The road then runs through a 
wood of fine firs. 

Gumligen Junct, Stat, on the rly. 
from Berne to Thuh (Rte. 24). 
Berne Terminus (Rte. 24), 



ROUTE. 24. 

BERNE TO THUN. 

Berne (table-d'hote at the Buffet, 
2 ft. 50 cents.).— ^o#«/«; Bernerhof, 
close to the Federal Hall, firsrt-class, 
excellent; tables d'hdte 5 fr.; H.Belle- 
vue, well managedand comfortable — 
these hotels command the view of the 
Alps ; Falke ; Mohr ; both in the 
street, old established, quiet and com- 
fortable; Sohweizerhof, Ztthringerhof 
•>-these houses ar^ close to the Rly. 
Stat ; H. Victoria, on the Schanzli, out- 
side the town, with Hue view ; H. des 
Bonlangers, good; Storch; Schmieden, 
f ough and homely. The Abbdyes, or 
houses of the guilds, such as the Dis- 
telswang,^ or Abbaye aux G^ntiis- 
hommes, the Abbaye des Tissersinds, 
and the Abbaye da Singe, are no 
longer used as inns. 

Pensions, — The Pension Jikggi at 
la Villette and the Pension Mattenfaof 
are well recommended : also P. Brem- 
garten, outside the town. 

Boaksdlers, — ^Dalp and Co., opposite 
the station, are agents for the sale 
of the Dufour maps, and the publica- 
tions of the Swiss Alpine Club, and 
have a good stock of maps, views, 
photographs, &c. Beck's photographs 
of the snowy region are remarkable. 

Post and Telegraph Office near the 
station, to the N. of it. 

Eng, Chureh Sertice on Sunday in 
the Cathedral. 

Railways to all parts of Switzerland. 

• Zwang, a local word for guild; Distel, 
thistle, the emblem of the gentlemen whQ 
held their meetings or club under this sigq. 
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1 See route-map. Diligence to Gurni- 
gel Baths. 

!>>, The sights of Berne may be taken in 
? a walk through the town in the fol* 
V lowing order; — Starting from the 
, rly. Stat., waBc K\' down the prin- 
cipal ■ street (called in consecutive 
portions of its length Spitalgasse, 

MarktgasSeV Krimgasse, and Gerecht- 

igkeitsgasse), atong it^ arcadeai and 
\ under its clock tbWer, id the Ny deck 
\ Bridge, iind ovfer it to jiHe Bears (B^J- 
/^' rengrabehj(, IJ m.*|rom the rly. stat. 
In returning dii^efge to the 1, into 
^'! the Junkern.Gass^, to see the Mtin- 
^ ster Plata (Minster and yiew), and 
y again to the Bundes' ^-athhaus (Fe- 
^ deral Council Ha11)V The Miihster 

— is half-way between the rly. stat, 
m and the Bundes Rkthhaus is close 

to the stat. I'iriafly, crossing the 
J, AaV' by the rly^ bridge, ascfend to the 
f^ Schahzlif iJne best point of view near 
^ Berne, and return by thfeiiew Botanic 
/ (xarden and . rly. bridige to the station. 
Berne, capit^ of .t^e most populous, 
::; and of the second .in size, pf th^ 
^ Swiss cantons (Poi^/ 530,000; all but 

2 80,000 are Protestaiits), . and, sipce 
-, 1849, permanent seat' of the.'^ Siviss 

Government and Diet, and residehc'e 
of most of the foreign ministers,; con- 
tains 44,000 Inhab. * 
Berne is built on a Joff^y, sandstone 
■^ promontory, nearly encircled' by-thp 
, winding Aar, which flows; in a deep 

- gully, with Steep and in ^aces pre- 
\ cipitous sides (walden). ' The incon> 

venieht descent) and ascent by which 
the town could aloiie be reached ^from 
the £. formerly, l^as been reinedied 
i by three lofty i5ru?^f 5. The (NVdeck- 
briicke), partly of granite, derived 
from the erratic blocks of the Kirchet 
near Meiringeri is $00 ft. .long, and 
the central arch over the Aar 150 ft. 
wide and 93 ft. high. The Kirchen- 
feld Bridge (completed 1883) was built 
by an !pnglish company. Berne, pn 
this elevated ])latform, 1700 ft» above 
the sea,. is iijQposih? at ' a .distance, 
and there is something striking jn 
the views of the^ interior, frpm fji* 
town being buUt of massive^ stone. 
{t has this pectfliarity, that almost ail 



the houses rest upon arcades (Latt- 
ben), which form covered walks, and 
are lined with shoj^s and stalls, lik« 
** the Rows " ih Chestelr. The lowness 
of the arches, however^ and the solidity 
of the buttresses supportinjg them, 
render these colonnades gloomy ana 
close. The chief street o? shops and 
business runs throAgh the town, along 
the top of the ridge. Overhanging 
the Aar, dnd i^mdved from the main 
streets, are the residences of the 
J>atricians, 'which ' i60k Really like 
•'gentlemen's houses.** 

Bertie Is well sullied with water. 
In 1868 * brook called the Gasel was 
diverted frbni' its' natural course, and 
made to' flow into' the town. The 
streets have their rills,' and numerous 
i^tm^eztn^, each-supporting some quaint 
e&gy. One of these, the Kindlifres^ 
set'Brunnen (Ogre's fountain), on the 
Corn-house-square, receives ' its name 
from a figure (probably Saturn) de- 
vouring a child,' with' others stuck in 
his gii^dle and pockets ready fof con- 
sumption. Some support arm^ war- 
riors, such as David: another is sur- 
mounted by a female figure; but the 
favourite device is Mtf -^^r. Thus, the 
Bdrenbrunrieti in the principal street has 
a bear in armbulr, with oreast-plate, 
thigh-pieces, and helmet, a sword at 
his side, and a banner in his paw: 
the Schutmen ^rwnTWn, thie figfure of a 
Swiss cross-bowtaan of form^ days, 
attended by a yOung 6«ir as squire; 
and the Mbrat gate (Ober-Thor) two 
l^ranite^ hears, larger than life, stand- 
ing as setitlnelsl ' > 

In the principal street, which ex- 
tends from the Obfer-Thor (Higher 
Gate) and Rly. Stat to the Nydeck 
Bridge are 2 antique wiatch-towers and 
the KaficMhwiifi (cage tower); now 
used as a' prison. TYie Chck'tower 
(Zeit^lockenthurm) stands nearly in 
the centre of the town, though, when 
originally built, in 1191, by >Bert- 
hold y. of Zahringen, it gu&rded the 
outer wall. Its droll clockwork pup- 
pets are objects of wonder to an ao^ 
miring crowd of idlers s three minutes 
before the hour, a wooden cock crows 
r 2 
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and flaps his wings ; in another 
minute a procession of bears passes 
round a seated figure of a bearded 
old man: the cock then crows again. 
The hour is struck on a bell by a fool 
with a hammer, while it is counted 
by the bearded figure, who turns an 
hour-gk»s, raises his sceptre, and 
opens his mouth; a bear inclining his 
head at the same time. The cock 
then crows once more in conclusion. 

The great charm of Berne is the 
view of the Oberland Alps, which the 
town and every eminence in its neigh- 
bourhood command in clear weather. 
From the Munster Platz, a terrace, 
planted with shady rows of trees, 
overlooking the Aar, six snowy peaks 
of the gpreat chain are visible, and 
from the Enge, outside the town, at 
least a dozen rise into view. 

The Miinster Platz, supported by a 
wall of masonry, is 108 ft. above the 
Aar ; yet an inscription on the parapet 
records that a young student, mounted 
on a spirited horse, which had been 
frightened by some children, leaped 
the precipice, and reached the bottom 
with no other hurt than broken ribs. 
The horse was killed on the spot. 
The rider became minister of Kert- 
zers, and lived to a good old age. 

Here is a bronze Statue of Berthold 
V. of Zahringen, founder of Berne, by 
Tscharner of Munich; his esquire is 
a bear. Opposite the W. door of the 
Miinster a spirited equestrian Statue 
of Rudolph V. Erlachy the conqueror at 
Laupen, with 4 bears at the comers. 

The Munster (entrance at W. door, 
50 c), of Flamboyant Gothic, by 
begun 1421, and finished 1457, was 
Matthias v. Steinbach, son of the 
builder of Strasbourg Cathedral ; 
and many of the ornaments, such as 
the open parapet running round 
the roof, and varying in pattern be- 
tween each buttress, are not inferior 
in design or execution to those o 
Strasbourg. The chief ornament is the 
great W. portal, bearing sculptured 
reliefs of the Last Judgment, flanked 



by figures of the wise and foolish Vir- 
gins, &C. (date, 1475-85). The inte- 
rior is in admirable preservation, and 
has never suffered restoration. The 
or^an dates from 1727, but was much 
enlarged in 1851, by way of rivalry 
to that at Fribourg. It is played on 
daily during the season (8 p.m., adm. 

1 fr.). In the windows, and on the roof, 
are the coats of the aristocratic bur> 

fhers of fieme. 3 tall windows of very 
ne painted glass in the choir deserve 
notice; (date, end of 15th cent.), 
particularly the " wafers-window," 
with a 83rmbolical representation of 
the Eucharist The stalls in the choir 
(1512) are well carved with figures of 
the Apostles on one side, and prophets 
on the other. Along the widls are tab- 
lets, bearing the names of 18 officers 
and 683 soldiers, citizens of Berne, 
who fell fighting against the French, 
at Grauholz, near Zollikofen, 1798. 
There is also a monument erected by 
the town, in 1600, to Berthold of 
Zahringen. The tower 234 ft. high, 
can be ascended (^ fr.). The exterior 
of the cathedral has been lately re- 
stored and repaired. 

The University, founded in 1834, is 
near the cathedral. There are about 
320 students, belonging chiefly to the 
medical faculty. 

Natural Sistory Museum^ Waisen- 
hausgasse. Open, free, Tnes^ Sat., 

2 to 5; Sun., 10.30 to 12.30: strangers 
m&y obtain admittance at all times by 
payins 50 c On the ground floor is 
the collection of minerals. 

The geology of Switzerland may 
be studied in the very complete 
series of fossils collected by M, Studer 
and others. There are a number of 
beautiful specimens of all the rarest 
minerals from St. Gothard, and seve- 
ral plans in relief of various parts of 
Switzerland. 

On the first and second floors is 
the zoological department ; there are 
stuffed specimens of the bear at aU 
ages. The lynx of the Alps, and 
the steinbock or bouquetin, both from 
the Bernese chain, are interesting 
for their rg^rjij^ ^^:^ ^deservedly 
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S reserved the skin of Barry , one of the 
ogs of St. Bernard, tvho is recorded 
to have saved the lives of 15 human 
beings. A chamois with three horns, 
one growing out of the nose ; a speci- 
men of a cross breed between the 
steinbock and domestic goat, which 
lived 7 years; a wild boar, of gigantic 
sfze, are also worth notice. 

In the Ornithological department are 
the lammergeier (vulture of lambs), 
the featheim monarch of the Alps, 
inferior in size to the condor alone 
among birds. In addition to those na- 
tive to the country, there are specimens 
of several foreign and tropical birds 
which have found their way into Swit- 
zerland. 

In the corridor is the fauna of the 
Pile-dwellings Period. 

Opposite, in the same street, stands 
the Art Museum (free Tuesdays, 9 to 6, 
Sun. 10 i to 12, other times, 50 c. each 
person), a considerable coUection of 
landscapes and other works of the 
Swiss school. 

The Historical Museum and Toum 
Library of 70,000 volumes, are in the 
Kesslergasse (free, Tues. and Sat. 3 to 
5; Sun. k0.30 to 12, at other times, 1 fr. 
a head). Here are some Roman anti- 
quities ; the Prie Dieu of Charles the 
Bold, and part of his tent-hangings, 
captured by the Bernese at Grandson; 
the pointed shoes worn by the Bernese 
nobles in the 16th century ; dresses, 
&c«, from the South Sea Islands, 
brought over by Weber, the artist, 
who accompanied Oapt. Cook's expe- 
dition. Also a very large collection 
of tapestry, taken at Morat, made for 
Charles tne Bold from paintings by 
Roger V. der Weyden, at Brussels. 
Some early rifled guns; a series of 
headsman's axes, each of which has 
cut off 100 heads ; 750 halters pre- 
pared by Charles the Bold for the 
Swiss ; armour from Laupen, found in 
a hollow on the Bramberg, which was 
the battlefield. There is also a good 
collection of lacustrine objects, chiefly 
from the Lake of Bienne. 

On the K. side of the town is the 
Roman Catholic Church, by the archi- 



tects Deperthes of Rheims and Miiller 
of Pribourg.* 

Near it is the Rathhaus, or Town- 
hall, a 16th-cent. building. In it are 
offices^ and some handsomely-fitted 
rooms for meetings of the Council 
of the Canton, for courts of justice, 
8cc,; but the interior (fee 50 c.) is 
scarcelyworth a visit. Opposite the 
Town Hall is the modem Church of 
the Old Catholics^ where service is per- 
formed according to the tenets of that 
division of the Bom. Cath. Ch. 

'. The Bimdes - Rathhaus or Federal 
Q>\mcil ^a/r,.built 1852-7, on the cliff 
above the Aar, at the S.W. com^ 
oi the town, by far the largest and 
handsomest building in the town 
(Stadler, architect), includes all the 
departments of the Swiss Legislatui'e, 
the. Diet, . and the various Public 
Offices. The Diet (Bundesioersamm'r 
lung) consists of 2 bodies, the Standi': 
rath (44 Deputies of the 22 Caa- 
tons) and Nationdlrath (1 for every 
?0,060 Inhab. or fraction over 10,000)» 
who meet generally in July, in sepa- 
rate halls. The debates are open to 
the public. At other times the build- 
ing IS shown bv the doorkeeper. The 
roof of the building may be ascended 
for the view. In front is a marble 
fountain, with allegorical statue of 
Berne. 

Berne is celebrated for the number 
and excellence of its Charitable Insti- 
tutions : they are, perhaps, more care- 
fully attended to than any in Europe. 
There is a public granary in case of 
scarcity, two orphan-houses, an In- 
firmary, and an extensive Hospital, 
bearing the inscription ^Christo in 
pauperibus.** The Prison and Peni- 
tentiary is an enormous building and 
said to be well conducted. 

The hear forms the armorial badge 
of the town, the name signifying 
"bear" in old German, and he is as 
great a favourite here as in the house 
of Bradwardine. Not only is his 
efligy on sign-posts, fountains, and 
buildings, but for several hundred 
years Uving specimens had been 
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maintained when the French revolu- 
tionary army, on taking possession 
of Berne, 1798, led them away cap- 
tive, and deposited them in the Jardin 
des Plantes, where one, the celebrated 
Martin, became the favourite of the 
French metropolis. But when the 
ancient order of things was restored at 
Berne, one of the first cares of the 
citizens was to replace and provide for 
their ancient pensioners. There is 
a foundation jfor the support of the 
bears. After having been reduced 
to one, their number has been again 
increased, and the animals removed 
from the Aarberg. Gi|.te to a com- 
modious den at the Nydeck Bridfi'e, 
In 1861 an Englishman was- de- 
stroyed by the lar^ male bear, 
having {alien in a fool-hardy attempt 
to pass along the wall separating the 
two dens. 

The fortifications of Berne have 
been converted into Fromenades, The 
banks of the Aar, f^ seen from them» 
especially from the Grosse Schanze^ 
outside the Aarberg Gate, are most 
picturesque ; and, the AIps» when 
visible»form a surprising. background. 

The mountfMns, however, as well as 
the city, are better seen from the 
Enge, a terrace walk 20 min. N. of 
the Bly, Stat., outside the town gate, 
(but not beyond the river), the fa- 
vourite resort of the citi^sens. On the 
way to it, is the Shgoting'house, 
Tbere is a pleasant footpath through 
I tbe Engerwald to the castle of Setchen- 
i hach^ once the residence of Rudolph 
Ton Erlach, 

i 

The Sohanzlij a promenade at the 
end of the hill nearest the railway 
bridge, is the best point of view for 
the Alps. It is reached in ^ hr.'s 

[ walk from the ptftt, by the magnifi- 
cent rly, bridge (for carriages also), 
and past thei Botanic, garden on the 

I -pU ba^k of the Aar. There is a good 
Hotel-Pension here. 

The Cfurten, the ridge above the 
Aar to the S. of the town, is another 
good point for a view of the Alps. 
On the top is an Inn, 



At IHefenau, } hr. N. of Berne, near 
the Aar bridge, is an ancient Gallic 
battle - field, whence swords, rings, 
spear-heads, &c., have been collected. 

The Casino^ a handsome building 
close to the Bundes-Rathhaus, con- 
tains a readingrroom and ball-room. 
There is also a Theatre in the town. 

History of Berne, — The town was 
founded in 1191 by Duke Berthold 
V. of Zfthrincen. "Bern" is the 
Germajx form of. Verona, and Dietrich 
von Bern = Theodoric the, Great. 
Both cities were subj^t to the 22lhrin- 
gen dp^nasty. In 1218 Berne became a 
free city of the Empire The battle of 
Laupen, in 1339, in which its forces, 
under Rudolf von Erlach, annihilated 
a combination of nobles, secured its 
independence. It joined the Swiss 
Confederation in 1353, having i9een 
for many years an. ally. From being 
a city of refuge for the oppressed, it, 
like many other Swiss towns, passed 
under the rule of an exclusive and 
conservative oligarchy, who repressed 
liberty both at home and abroad. 
It held Aargau, Yaud, and other 
districts, as tributaries, and is re- 
ported to have governed them ty- 
rannically. The government latterly 
fell into Uie hands of a small number 
of patrician families^ who lost their 
power in 1798, partly recovered it in 
1814, and lost it again in 1831. A Yon 
Erlach led .the. Bemese to the. battle 
of Laupen in-.1339i» *nd a Von Erlach 
led them against the French in 1798. 
Until 1848 the Swiss government was 
carried on at Berne, Zurich, and 
Lucerne alternately, the governing 
canton for the year being cftHed.the 
Yorort. Since that date Berne has 
been the sole capital of the Con- 
federation. 

The special trades of canton Berne 
are tca^cA-nuxAtn^, and in the Berneae- 
.Oberland, v)ood-<xtrvviig^ now an im- 
portant industry. Between Thun 
and the Grimsel there are said to be 
2000 carvers, earning on an average 
2 fr. a day, some much more, and 
there are schools for teaching these 
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people to draw and model. The 
wo^ of the linden is chiefly used. 

Bei^ to Thun^ hy Rly. 

1 hour 7 min. by rl^,, five trains 
a day. Travellers going to Inter- 
laken or Meiringen should take 
through-tickets. The rly. crosses 
the Aar, passing rt. the Botanic 
Garden and Schanzli, and at Wyler 
separates from the line to BUe. 
In fine weather the snowy Alps 
are in sight nearly the whole way. 
The scenery of the valley of the 
Aar is pleasing. The river itself 
runs at some distance on the rt., and 
is rarely visible. 

Oumligen Jtmct. (see Rte. 22^. 

Itunsingen Stat, [From this point 
the Belpberg (rt.), with fine view, can 
be ascended in 2 hrs., the path passing 
the Aar by ferry. From the top, 
called Harzem Spitze, descent can be 
made to a small Inn on the Oerzensee, 
3 m., and thence to the Kiesen Stat.] 

Kiesen Stat, for Gurnigelbad, a large 
bathing-establishment with good ac- 
commodation. 

Beyond Munsingen 

The Stockhom and the Ntssenf two 
limestone mountains, formin?, as it 
were, the advanced guai'd of the high 
Alps, become conspicuous. The Aar 
is crossed near Uttigen Stat, 

Thun Stat,f on 1. bank of the Aar. 
Passengers bound for Interlaken, 
and not wishing to stop at Thun, 
proceed 1 m. further (5 min.) to 

Sclierzligen Terminus, on the Aar, 
where travellers step on board the 
steamer. 

Thun, Fr. Thoune,-^{Hotel8 : outside 
the town — Grand Hotel de Thoune, a 
magnificent building on the banks of 
the Aar ; H. Bellevue, a large esta- 
blishment,with beautiful grounds, well- 
managed, English chapeL Pension, 
9 to 12 fr. Table-d*h6te, 5 fr. j Pen- 
sion Baumgarten, clean and pleasant ; 
—in the town, Freienhof, frequented 
by Swiss officers ; Kreuz ; Krone ; 
Falke. — Gampagne and Pension Itten, 



S. of the town, comfortable, and mode- 
rate charges ; beautiful views. 

Physicians, — Br. F. Bis, speaks 
English. Dr. Koller. 

The charges for vehicles and saddle- 
horses throughout the Bernese Ober- 
land have been fixed by a tariff (price 
40 c.) which is hunff up in the prin- 
cipal inns and in the lake steamers. 
Tne voituriers are also boimd to pro- 
duce the tariff when called for. As 
it is subject to changes, travellers are 
recommended to consult that for the 
current year. 

Thun is one of the most pictu- 
resque towns in Switcerland (about 
5130 Inhab., aUnost all FTot.). It is 
situated about a mile from the lake, 
partly upon an island between two 
branches of the river Aar, which here 
rushes out of it blue but clear as 
crystaL Many of the houses are built 
upon arcades, as at Berne, and pre- 
eminent above the other buildings 
rises a churchy reached by a staircase 
from the bridge up the hul-side, and a 
picturesque feudal casffe of the Counts 
of Eybure (1429), now the Court- 
house and the prison and a pro- 
menade. There are remains of the 
mediaeval walls of the enceinte, seen 
in various places, but particularly on 
each side of the Berne Gate, a square 
tower. The old Beguinage, close to 
the Town-house, has some Gothic 
windows. Thun enjoys considerable 
trade, and in the 14th cent, reckoned 
70 noble families within its walls. It 
is a very curious old town, and from 
its position and beautiful environs 
one of the most agreeable residences 
in Switzerland. It is supplied with 
excellent water, which flows through 
25,000 ft. of pipes from a reservoir 
on the Homberg. 

Close to the Bly. Stat, is the 
Military College of the Swiss Con- 
federation. Here also are the prin« 
cipal artillery and cavalry barracks, 
Beviews take place every summer. 

The view from the Churchyard ter- 
race ** along the lake, with its girdle 
of Alps (the Bliimlis being the most 
conspicuQKfJj Jne glaciers, and rocks 
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wooded to the top," is metitioned by 
Byron. On leaving the church, go 
through the court ef the castle, and 
descend by a flight of wooden steps 
to the town. 

A very extensive prospect is gained 
from the Pavilion de at. Jaoques or 
St, Jakobshabeli, about | mile above the 
Bellevue. The Doldenhom, BliimUs 
Alp, Altels, Jungfrau, Monch, and 
Eiger are seen. The Kohkm Sohlitct, 
6 min. walk from the hotels, is a pic- 
turesque ravine with cascades. 

The Church of Aeachi (fine view), 
about 3 hrs.' drive, on the S. side of 
the lake, is a pleasant excursion (see 
Bte. 37). The situation is beauti^ 

The Chateau Schadau is a Gothic 
building, erected (1850) by M. de 
Bougemont, of Paris, in a beautifid 
g^arden, a part of which is open to 
the public on Sunday evenings. The 
castle faces the lake, just where the 
Aar issues from it, and is close to 
the little Gothic Church o£ Scherzligen, 
to which there is a ferry from the rt. 
bank of the river. 

Diligence to Saanen daily. 

Excursions to the summits of the 
Niesen and Stockhom^ and Thuner 
Bot/ihom^ to the Ba;^ of Blwmenstein 
and the Fallbach waterfall, 6 m. W., 
to the frequented Hotel and Baths of 
Gumigel further W., 3783 ft. above the 
sea. 2^ hrs. to Watt^wyl{lnns : Bttr ; 
Pj[)st), thence 2 hrs. to Gumigel (see 
Bte. 42). To the baths of Weisaen^ 
berg, in the Simmenthal, by Spiez. 
To the Aeschi Allmend, descending to 
Leissigen, on the S. shore of the hike. 

The Niesen (7763 ft.) commands 
one. of the finest panoramic views 
in the Bernese Alps. There are 
3 bridle-paths up : M* from Wim- 
mis, S. from Frutigen, E. from Heus- 
trich-Bad on the Erutigen road. 
Omnibuses daily to Heustrich^Bad ; 
steamboat to Spiess, about 4 m. from 
Wiumus. A carriage-road of 7 m. 
(1 -horse carr. 7 fr.) feads from Thun 
across the entrance of the Simmenthal 
to Wxmmis (Inn: Lowe, comfortable), 
(Dili^^nce to Brothausi, Ij^ m. short 
of Wmmiis.) The ascent takes about 
4^ hrs. ; the descent 3. The charge 
for a horse from Wimmis to the sum- 



mit and down ag;ahi thd same day 
is 15 fr. K kept all night 20 fr., but 
it will be of little use in the descent. 
Close to the top is a clean wooden 
hotel, with 24 beds. 

The near view embraces the snowy 
mountains of the Oberland from the 
Altels and Rinderhorn on the W. to 
the Wetterhorn on the E.— the finest 
object being the Blumlis Alp at the 
head of the Eienthal. The more dis- 
taut view comprises the summit of 
Mont Blanc and the Dent du Midi ; in 
the valleys the eye rests on the lakes 
of Thun and Brienz, on the town of 
Thun, and the villages of Brienz and 
Interloken. A panoramic view has 
been published by Deck of Berne. 

The Stockhom (7195 ft.) is ascended 
by a steep path in 3^ hrs. from Erlen- 
bach, 8} m. on the Simmenthal road. 
The lake of Thun is admirably seen. 
There is a longer path from Amsol- 
dingen, 3^ m. from Thun. 

The Thuner Roth-horn (6700 ft.), on 
the N. side of the lake, commands 
a splendid view. It may be reached 
through Gunten and Sigriswvl. On 
the descent the JusH Thai and Schaf- 
loch may be visited. 



KOUTE 25. 
the bernese oberlanix 

a. thun to inteblaken. 

b. inteblaken to lauteebbunnen-* 

mObben. 

c. lautebbbunnen to gbindelwald 

— ^wengebn alp. 

d. qbindelwald to meibinaen — 

gbeat 8cheideck — ^faulhobn. 

e. menungen to bbienz and thun— 

qiessbach. 

The ma^ificent highland district 
described in this route is the very 
heart of Switzerland, and should ble 
omitted bv no one who wishes to form 
an idea of the noblest scenery of the 
Central Alps. At Zermatt or in 
Dauphin^ the peaks are bolder and 
more fantastic ; Mont Blanc is a more 
majestic mass than any other Alpine 
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mountain: but nowhere are tlie gran- 
deur of the snows and' the pastoral 
beauty of the lower hills of Switzer- 
land brought into such striking juxta- 
position as in this region. It was here 
that Byron ** repeopled his mind from 
nature/* and gathered many of the 
ideas and images which he has inter- 
woven in his tragedy of * Manfred,' 
and that Tennyson found the scenery 
for the exquisite alpine Idyl in * The 
Princess/ 

A. Lake of Thun — Hlmn to Interlaken 
' — Steamboats between Thun and Dar» 
Ugen Ely, Term.^ 4 times a day, in 

1 hr. 40 min. Fare 2 fr. ' and 1 fir. 
They start from the Freienhof, calling 
at H. Belleyue dad Scherzligen Bly. 
Stat. On the passage they touch at 
Oberhofen and Qurden (N.)» at Spiez 
and Faulemee (S.). A good road runs 
to Interlaken (about 15 Eng. m.), 
along the S. shore. There is a 
shorter and very fine carriage-road 
also on the N. side of the lake. Be- 
yond Merligen (/nn: H. du Lion) 
(whence it is a pleasant walk across 
the Justithal, visiting the Cave of St, 
Beatus on the way, to theBeatenberg) 
the road is cut . through romantic 
scenery at the foot of precipices to 
Neuhaus. 

The lake is about 11 m. long, and 

2 broad, with a maximTmi depth of 
780 ft. It is 1837 ft. above the sea. 
The banks near Thun are covered 
with villas and vineyards, with woods 
above them ;. further on, its N. shore 
is precipitous. On the If. shore is the 
Rothhorn (see above). The S. shore 
is more striking. Here the StocJ^m 
and pyramidal Niesen stand sentinels 
at the entrance of the Kanderthal 
and Simmenthal. The river Kander, 
conducted into the lake by an arti- 
ficial channel formed in 1714, has 
deposited within less than a century 
and a half» a delta of several hundred 
acres. The progress and extent of 
this recent formation, so interesting to 
geologists, have been ably investi- 
gated by Sir C. Lyell. 

On entering the lake the spire of 
the Charireuaei Chdteau ma^ be seen 
N., at the mouth of the ravine of the 
Hiinnibach^ which forms within it 



some smiall but pretty cascades. A 
littlQ. farther on stands the modem 
Chateau Huneok .(B&roTi Parpf^rt), a 
short distance from ffilterfingen, with a 
spire, and Oberhofen (several pensions), 
where Count Pourtales has a chateau, 
conspicuous by its square tower. Stran- 
gers are allowed to walk in the castle 
grounds. . At GuTitenj N., are some pen- 
sions. On the S. side of the lake, in 
the distance, is seen the whitewashed 
tower of Str&ttlingen^ and on a. pro- 
jecting . tongue of land, close by, 
a picturesque chateau, for the last 
3 cents, the prc^rty of the family of 
von Erlach. It has also a rude Ro- 
manesque churdir with the arms of 
von Erlach on the windows^ 

Close to the landing-place of Spiez 
is the Spiezerliofj a large Aote/, with 
view of the Niesen. Near Spiez is the 
lar^e Pension Schoneck, and on the 
hills .above it Krattegen (Restaurant), 
with a beautiful view of the Lake. 

Diligences in connection with the 
steamers to Zweisimmen and Lenk 
and to Erutigen. Guides and horses 
for the NiesJen. 

On leaving Thun the. giants of the 
Bernese Oberland come into view. 
The Eiger, Monch, Jungfrau, Ebne* 
fluh, &c., rise in front, beyond Spiez, 
the Faulhom and Schreckhorn appear 
on their left. The ch. of Aeschi is seen 
on a slope under the Niesen, S. 

JViMfeTiwe, landing-place for Faulen- 
seebad, a large pension, A curious 
small church, possibly of the time of 
St. Beatus. 

[Behind Merligen is the entrance to 
the Justi Thai: between 2 and 2^ 
hrs.' walk np it, in the cliflfe forming 
its W, boundary, is a cave caUed 
Schafloch, which in the l^eight of 
summer always contains ice. ^ Such 
ice wells are not uncommon in the 
Jura, and in other parts of the 
world. For as air when it is cold 
is denser than when it is warm, all 
depths that do- not admit of ventila- 
tion become receptacles of the coldest 
air. It subsides into them, and, once 
there, cannot be displaced. This cave 
has 2 brandies ; that in which the 
ice occurs runs straight firom the en- 
trance for about 60 ft., when it suddenly 
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narrows, and dips doMrn 12 or 15 ft.; 
the whole length of the cayern is 
about 800 yards. I«ights mnst be 
taken.] 

Off- the Kase promontory, which 
jttte out from the Beatenberg N., the 
i^ce is 720 ft. deep. 

K. Farther on, in the face of the 
mountain overhanging the lake, is the 
Cave of St* Beattts, above a small cas- 
cade, which may be seen leaping into 
the lake. St. Beatus, according to tra« 
dition was a native of Britain, who eon* 
verted the inhabitants of this part of 
Helvetia to Christianity. Being minded 
tb take Up his residence on the shore 
of the' lake,' he fixed* his eyes upon a 
gi'ot well suited to a hermit, but at the 
time occupied by- a dragon. The mons- 
ter, however, was easily ejected simply 
by hearing a notice to quit addressed 
to him by St. Beatus. The anchorite 
was in the habit of <»>ossing the lake 
on his cloak. Which, when spread on 
the water, served instead or a boafi. 
A rivulet issues from the cave, and is 
subject to sudden rises, which fill the 
cavern to the roof; and cause a loud 
report The cave may be reached in 
15 min. from the shore. The path to 
the cave leads through private pro- 
perty, but permission is accorded to 
strangers. 

The steamer now stops at a village 
called DHrliqen (Pension Schats), 
on the S. snore of the lake, and 
about 3 m. from Interlaken. The 
passengers and luggage are trans- 
ferred to a railway (called the 
Bodeli Kly.), Which carries them lo 
Interlaken Stat., where at least 25 
omnibuses from as many hotels will 
be found in waiting, with chars, 
porters, and gnides besides. The rly. 
is continued to Bonigen, on the lake 
of Brienz (Kte. 25e), but its utility 
is not very obvious, as the station is 
10 minutes' walk ft'om the principal 
hotels, and the old plan of one 
transfer by omnibus was quicker and 
easier. There is a second station at 
Interlaken \Z6aha'as)^ about a mile 
further, which is nearer to iT. <fu Iac 
and H, des Alpes, but has not so good 
a supply of omnibuses,- carriages, &c. 
' Jhterlahen, — HifteU: Victoria, hand- 



some; H. des Alpes, freqnehted by 
English ; pension, 7 to 10 fr. a day ; 
Jnngfran, also a. very large house ; 
dn Casino ; Interlaken ; Beaurivage ; 
Ritschard, a German house ; Schwei-* 
zerhof, the same ; Belvedere : all 
on the Hoheweg, and all with gar^ 
dens and a view of the Jungfrau; 
Deutsches Hans t H. Oberland and 
H. Wyder, also large hotels ;. H. dn 
Pont and H. Belvedere, comfortable 9 
on the bank of the Aar ; H. Unter- 
seen, in the Place of Unterseen; 
H. Beausite, outside Unterseen ; H. 
du Lac, at the E. end of Interlaken; 
About a mile off, on the Kleine Bugen, 
is H. Jungfraublick (lai^e and good). 
These are all somewhat cheaper than 
the hotels on the Hoheweg. All the 
hotels will take people en pe^sion^ianQ^ 
6 to 10 fr. a day. H. Bellevue. There 
are also pleasantly situated pensions 
at Bonigen, on the Lake of Brienz. 

Interlaken (1860 ft.) and the adjoin- 
ing village Unterseen stand on a per- 
fectly flat piece of land called Bodeli, no 
doubt formed by the rubbish brought 
down by the torrent from the valleys 
of Grindelwald and Lauterbrunnen, 
and occupying the space between the 
lakes, of Thnn and Brienz, whence 
the name of Unterseen and its Latin- 
ised form Interlaken. The piece of 
land is about 4 m. long from lake to 
lake, and about 2 m. from mountain 
to mountain. The Harder mountain, 
on the N. side, rises almost j>reci7 . 
pitonsly from the flat land, dn the 
S. side opens a wide valley, through 
which- the snowy Jung^au is seen as 
in a frame, and it is to this superb view 
that Interii^ken owes its celebrity. 
For the last 50 years the town has 
been growing, and now consists of a 
brpad straight avenue of fine walnut- 
trees with fields on the S. side, and on 
the N., facing the Jungfrau, a row of 
large hotels. Thi s is called the H&it^ 
foeg^ or Promenade. Near the middle 
is the Kursaaly an outdoor cafS, where 
there is music in the evening (for 
which every visitor is charged in the 
hotel bill 50 c). Near the E. end 
of the Hoheweg, beautifully placed 
amongst fine walnut-trees, are the 
church and old convent of Interlaken. 
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tAterlftken was the site of an Au- 
gustinian convent (founded 1133), 
containing 40 nuns and 50 canons 
regular, which became the possessor 
of all the adjoining valleys. The 
nunneij grew notorious for irre- 
gularities, and in 1488 was dissolved 
by the Pope. In 1528 the monks sur- 
rendered all their possessions to the 
Canton of Berne, which governed 
them by means of a bailiff. 

Intemken may be described as the 
capital of the tourist's Switzerland. 
It possesses some features of a capital, 
which travellers will value variously, 
large hotels with every luxury, gay 
shops and a promenade crowded with 

heat must be added. The situation, 
though charming, is somewhat low 
and confined, and in the summer 
months the climate is decidedly re- 
lazing. Those who seek bracing air 
must then »> on to the Beatenberg, 
Qrindelwald, or Murren. Lovers of 
nature will see Interlaken at its best in 
May, June or October, when the crowd 
is absent and the woods are in full 
beauty. But in clear weather the view 
of the Jungfrau repays at all seasons 
a visit to this fashionable resort. 

Adjoining Interlaken on the N., 
and across the river, is the ancient 
village of 

Unterseen (12,000 Inhab.), composed 
(except the Castle on the market- 
place, and Hathhaus) of wooden 
houses, many of them brown from 
age. The ^urch-totjoer has an old 
pack-saddle roof. 

Seller's factory of Parquet floorings 
is worth a visit. 

Excursions, (a) The wooded slopes 
of the Harder^ on the other side of 
the Aar. Keep to the paths, and be- 
ware of the slippery grass slopes, one 
of the real dangers of Switzerland. 
Several visitors have been killed here 
by falling over the cliflFs below. (&) 
llie Rugen^ about 2 m., commands a 
very beautiful view. The path as- 
cends from the Jungfiraubiick hotel, 
and winds to the top, branching in 
various directions through the wood. 



(c) The old CastU of Un^punnen^ rt of 
the Lauterbrunnen road, beyond Mat- 
ten, is within an easy walk. (cQ The 
old ch. of Ringgenl>erg and the re- 
mains of the castle, about 2 m. from 
Interlaken on the road to Brienz, 
beautifully situated on a rocky knoU, 
overlooking the lake of Brienz and a 
little lake where the last lord of the 
castle is said to have been drowned. 
{e) The ffeimaehfluh, } hr.'s walk, 
commands a charming view of the two 
lakes and the Jungfrau. (/) The 
Beatenberg^ 3450 ft. ; H. Alpenrose ; H. 
des Alpes, good jpensions. A drive 
of 7 miles, (g) The Scheinige Platte^ 
6180 ft, which crowns the £. portal 
of the Lauterbrunnen valley, has one 
of the finest views of the Oberland 
range, and also commands the val- 
leys of the two Liitschine. The 
path is easy. A carriage takes \ hr. 
to Gsteig. The same horses are 
used for the ascent, which leaves the 
Lauterbrunnen road immediately be- 
hind the ch. of Gsteig, 3 hrs. from 
the Inn on the Scheinige Platte (H. 
Alpenrose, small, good), close to the 
shining slate-rock which gdves a name 
to the spot. The Oberland Mountains 
are seen from the Wellhom to the 
Bliimlis Alp. The path to the inn 
is good, thence a rough path, not fit 
for horses, leads along the flank of 
the Gumihom in ^ hr. to the Tau- 
benfiom, whence the view is pano- 
ramic. The descent can be ma^e to 
ZweilUtschinen in about 2 hrs. The 
Iselten Alp, close to the inn, is a eood 
specimen of a Swiss ** sennerei.'^ It 
feeds 400 cows and 200 oxen. There 
is a horse-path from the Scheinige 
Platte in 3 hrs. to the Faulhom. 
(A) Another excursion, for climbers, 
is to the Suleck, 7910 ft, W. of the 
Lauterbrunnen valley. The top is 
difiicult, but may be reached in 3^ hrs. 
by the village of Isenfluh, or by 
Saxeten,intheSaxetenThaL (t)The 
churchyard of Aeschty 1000 ft above 
the S. shore of the lake of Thun, 
commands a splendid view, You 
leave the road to Thun at Leissigen, 
and take a good road L, for an 
ascent of 4 m. 
The Giessbach is reached by steam- 
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boat Lauterbruimen, with the Staub- 
bach» and Grindelwald with its gla- 
ciers, are within a day's excursion. 

By the Saxeten ThcU, which falls 
into the valley of the Lntschine 
above Gsteig, Miihlenen and Beichen- 
bach in the Kander Thai, may be 
' reached by the Renggli FasSy 6168 ft. 
The Saxeten Thai is known for its 
Ihizian Wasser, a spirit distilled from 
the root of Oentiana lutea, 

Christen's is an old established 
Library. Urfer has a good supply of 
maps. 

The English Church Service is per- 
formed every Sunday twice in the 
choir of the old conventual church of 
Interlaken by an English clergyman. 
There is a Rom. Cath. chapel« and a 
Scotch Free church in the same build- 
ing. 

Physicians — ^Drs. Strasser, £ber- 
sold, and Frohlich. 

DUigences-^U} Grindelwald in 3 hrs.; 
to Lauterbrunnen in 2 hrs; Brienz 
to Lucerne in 6^ hrs.; Brienz to 
Meiringen in If hr. 

There is sprinted Tariff for carriages 
and horses. But the tariffs are fre- 
quently altered and are in the height 
of the season disregarded. 

On many excursions (as to Murren, 
Scheinige Platte, Wengem Alp, &c.) 
it is cttstomar^r to drive as far as the 
road will permit, then to take out the 
horses and saddle them for the as- 
cent 



B. Interlahen to Lauterbrunnen, 7^ m. — 
Mfiirren» 

Miles. 

Matten 1 

Mtthlenen 1 

Zweimtschlnea 2f 

Lauterbnumen 2i 

[These rtes. may be reversed, and 
by commencing at Meiringen the 



beautiful pass of the Great Scheideck 
is certainly seen to more advantage.] 

About 2 hours* walk : a drive of 
li h. Diligence from the post-office. 
[Pedestrians may avoid a part of 
the dusty road by ascendmg the 
Jleimwehfluh on the rt.l Crossing 
a tract of meadow-land, on which 
wrestling-matches are periodically 
held, the road reaches Matten, where 
it divides, rt. bein^ the shortest to 
Miihlenen, 1. ^ m. longer by Gsteig. 
The former passes rt. the Castie of 
Unspunnen: it is in a dilapidated state, 
but a square tower, with flanking 
round turret, rises picturesquely above 
the surrounding orushwood. It is 
the reputed residence of Manfred, 
and its position in front of the Alps 
renders it not unlikely that Byron 
may have had it in his eye. The 
real owners of the castle were the 
barons of Unspunnen, lords of the 
Oberland, from the Grimsel to the 
Gemmi. 

At Gsteig {Inn : Kreuz) the ascent 
of the Scheinige Platte (described above) 
commences. 

Leaving, at the entrance of the 
Saxeten Thai, the village of Miihlenen, 
whose inhabitants are sadly afflicted 
with goitre (§ 18), the road plunges 
into the gorge of the torrent LUtschine, 
overhung rt by the Bothenfluh. 

At the hamlet of Zweilutschinen 
(Inn: Bar), about 2 m. from Miihle- 
nen, the vcdley divides : the 1. branch, 
from which flows the Black Liitschine, 
is the valley of Grindelwald (Rte. 
25 d) ; the rt., traversed by the White 
Liitschine, is the valley of Lauter- 
brunnen. 

The latter is remarkable for its 
depth, contracted width, and precipices 
of limestone, which enclose it like 
walls. Its name is derived fix>m the 
number of streamlets which cast them- 
selves from the diffs, looking at a 
distance like so many pendulous white 
threads. 

[From this point a pedeSt^itfi going 



76 



ROUtE 25, B.— LAUTERBEUNNEN. THE STAUBBAGH. SeCt 'L 



to Miirren can climb aloft and pursue 
his way along the mountain. The first 
turning rt. leads up to Isenfluh (whence 
the Suleck is ascended) and a path 
runs onward from it to Miirren in 
8 hrs.] 

The road to Lauterbrunnen passes 
irnder a precipice, called Jlitnenfliih 
(from Hiine, giant), whose face dis- 
plays singular contortions in the lime- 
stone strata. If the clouds permit it, 
•the summit of the Jungfrau is now 
seen; and soon afterwards, surmount- 
ing a steep slope, we reach 

Lauterbrunnen, Inns: H. Staub- 
bach, good and moderate: English 
spoken, and horses kept. Capricome 
(Steinbeck), H. Lauterbrunnen ; both 
good. 

Christian and Ulrich Lauener, of 
Lauterbrunnen, are celebrated guides. 
Johann Lauener (Christian's son), 
Ch. and J. Ton Almen, Joh. Gertsch, 
Ulr. Linder, Jac. Lauener, and F. 
Fuchs, are also recommended. 

(Travellers should be on their guard 
against the personation of celebrated 
guides, sometimes attempted by in- 
rerior men of th6 same surname.) 

This Tillage contains about 2100 
Inhab., dweUing in chalets, widely 
scattered along both banks of the 
torrent It lies 2613 ft above the 
sea, but so sunk between mountains 
that, in summer, the sun does not 
appear till 7 o'clock, and in winter not 
before 12. About 80 ** wreaths of 
dangling water-smoke" hang from 
the edge of the ramparts which form 
the sides of the yailley} and, when 
their tops are enveloped in clouds, 
appear to burst from the sky: but 
many disappear in summer. These 
minor falls are eclipsed by that of the 

iS^au&5aeA,'. distant about 600 yds. 
firom the inn. It is one of the loftiest 
in Europe, measuring between 800 and 
900 feet; and from this cause, and the 
comparatively small body of water, it 
is . shivered by the wind into spray 
long before it reaches the bottom 



{whence its name — literally. Dust' 
stream). Those who expect in the 
Staubbaoh the roar and fury of. a 
cataract, will be disappointed; but, 
in the opinion of many, these wants 
are atoned for by other beauties. The 
friction of the rock, and the resistance 
of the air, retard the desbent' of the 
water, giving it, when seen in front, 
the appearance of a ' lace veil sus- 
pended from the precipice, and imi- 
tating, in its centre, the folds of the 
drapery. When very full, it shoots 
out from this rock, and is bent by 
the wind into flickering undulations. 
Bjrron has described it admirably, 
both in prose and verse : — 

**The torrent is in shape, curving 
over the rode, like the taU of a white 
horse streaming in the wind — siich as 
it might be conceived would be that of 
the * pale horse ' on which Death is 
mounted in the Apocalypse. It is 
neither mist nor water, but a some- 
thing between both : its immense 
height gives it a wave or curvie — a 
spreading here or condension there 
-r- wonderful and indescribable.*' — 
Byron*8 Journal, 

Wordsworth has called the Staub- 
bach "a sky-born waterfall;" and when 
the clouds are low, it literally appears 
to leap from the sky. In winter, 
when nearly arrested by frost, a 
pyramid of ice is formed by the drip- 
ping of the water, increasing gra- 
aufdly upwards in the manner of a 
stalagmite, until the icicle reaches 
nearly half*>way up the precipice. 

Lauterbrunnen to MUrren, 

2 to 8 hrs. Horse, 12 fr.; after 5 
P.M., 15 fr.; returning by the Sefinen 
Thalcl^fr. No guide required. The 
ascent is best .made in the afternoon, 
when the sun is off. About 200 yards 
beyond the Capricorn inn, on the road 
to the Staubbach, the mule-path to 
Miirren turns off to the rt. It is a 
broad, well-marked mule-track, and at 
once begins to rise quickly, turning 
first to the right and then to the left. 
The ascentoil^e^teep, lying chiefly 
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through pine woods, and Junefran, 
Monch, an^.BigQr come more and moiie 
into view. After a little less than an 
hour, the s<7eMn of the Staubach is 
Groused abov« the &U. A ehalet for 
teftreshment has b6en built at the spot 
/The path continuQS very ste^> and 
/after passing, a saw-mill^ in .a little 
/ more than anhour fr<>m t^e Staub- 
/ bach (2 hrs. from . Ijairterbrn^nen), 
/ comes out on an open pasture. Less 
I than 20 min. walk on level gprttQnd 
4 brings, the tourist ta H. des Alptfs, 
r and 3 min» more brings him'to-H. de 
/ Miirren* These hoteb are both very 
V good and comfortable, JSi»g, Cfu S, 
> in a small ch. The .hamlet (5348 
. ft., or 2735 ft. above Xiauterlttannett} 
Vi is a cluster of old black wooden 
Jp bouses and haybams. At' Qimmel^ 
^f waldy 4300 ft., 25 min^ below Murren, 
is a good pension, If. Schilthom, over- 
looking the wild gorge of the Sefinen 
Thai 

The tourist may-vary his route by 
descending through the lower part of 
the i^efinen Thai to Stech.elbeig, 5 m. 
from Lauterbrunnen. The path is 
easily found. 

Milrren is On a tolerably wide s^helf 
at' the top of the precipices which 
jlound the Laut^bruUnen valley.. Im^ 
mediately facing it are the monoton- 
ous prci^piees of the 'SohwarJt MB^iich^ 
a buttress of the Jungfrau, which 
is seen from herd in its least beauti- 
ful aspect. This defect i», the view 
made up for by the noblQ circle 
of peaks (Mittaghom, Grosshom^ Breit- 
horn) encircling the head of the Lauter- 
bnmnen valley. There are several 
pretty walks round Miirren. (a) 
Through the meadows to the S. to 
H. Schilthom (26 min.). (h) The 
path to the Schitthorn (see below); (o) 
Amone the woods on the path to 
liauterbrunnen. (d) To the FemValley. 

The Sohiithom (0748 ft.) is about 
3 J hra. due W. of Murren. Horses 
can so for the first 2} hrs. The 
last nour is a rough scramble up 
rocks, and lihotagh did track can be 
found without a guide, many people 



wx>uld preferto have one. Ladies fre- 
quently make •the^ ascent. The path 
turns out from the middle of the vil- 
lage; and passes a conspicuous chalet 
with a white basement. Just l)eyond 
the chalet, the path goes to the rt. 
through two gates, ^d then rises by 
st^ep zigzags past a new chalet up a 
steep buttress of the mountain^ It 
then goed up a ravine, and across an 
alp, at the top of which is a fine view. 
Then through a dreary valley, usually 
patched with snow. At liie end of 
this valley the two peaks of the Schilt- 
hora appear in front. ' Here, 2 hrs. 
from Miirren^ the horses are left. 
The path goes along a ledge to the rt., 
then drosses thfe stream fi*om the 
glacier, and goes up by the monument 
to Mrs* Arbuthnot, who, making the 
ascenit with her husband, was struck 
dead by lightning in 1865, then keeps 
to the Lup a ridge of rocks to near 
the top of the Litde Schilthom, and 
tben to the top of Uie Great Schilt- 
hom. The view is very fine. The 
BliUnlis Alp is a noble object^ but the 
great peaks of the Oberland are not 
so imposing as from the Faulhom. 

The return may be varied by de- 
scending over rough shale to the path 
in. the Sefiaen Thai, about an., hour 
longet than the other route. . 

(5?p«* Valtey of ZauierbrwAnen. 
Carriage-road to, Stechelberg, 5 m. 

Miles. 
Trttmelbuch .•••«. 2 
Steobe^berg ••••.» 3> 

Hrs. 

Trachsellaidnen f 

Schmadribach l^ 

Although cofnparative]y little visited, 
the upper part of the valley possesses 
scenery of the highest order. The fall 
of the Schmadribach^ 7 hrs. there and 
back {Inn: H. Schmadribach, at 
Trachsellauinen), has impressed many 
a traveller even from a distance, when 
climbing the Wengem Alp, and has 
well repaid a nearer acquaintaacfl, 
but it was imforfeimately ii\jured in 
1870, idien an avalincfape cut it into 
2 cascades. lS%^% large body Of 
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water, which, issuing from the gla< 
cier, throws itself over a precipice of 
200 ft. and makes two more leaps, 
before reaching the bottom of the 
valley. The road for some way fi-om 
Lauterbrunnen runs nearly on a level, 
below magnificent cliffs from which 
dangle numerous cascades of the 
Staubbach character. 

The curious little fall of the TrUmel- 
hack, leaping from a ravine under the 
Jungfrau, may be visited by the way. 
The road as far as Siechmerg (new 
Inn) is practicable for a small car- 
riage; beyond that place it is so nar- 
row that horses can alone ffo for an- 
other f hr., as far as the hamlet of 
TrachseUauinen (2\ hrs. from Lauter- 
brunnen), opposite which will be seen 
the remains of an avalanche, called 
by the same name, which falls an- 
nually from the Jungfrau, and spreads 
its ruins over a surface of many 
hundred acres. An hour farther, in 
which there is a steep ascent, stands 
a single chalet, near the foot of the 
lower fall; from which there is ^ an 
hour's sharp ascent to the foot of the 
upper fall. Deciduous trees cease 
below TrachseUauinen ; thence the 
way lies generally through pine forests, 
and the pasturaee is abundant to a 
much greater height. Above towers 
the snowy chain, which, running S. 
and then W. from the Jungfrau, rises 
in the summits of the Gletscherhom, 
Mittaghorn, Grosshom, Breithom, 
and Tschingelhom, passing on in an 
unbroken Ime of ice to the Gemmi. 

If the path hitherto taken to the 
upper fall be still further followed, it 
leads in f hr.'s sharp ascent to the rt., 
to the high pasture of the Steinberg^ 
close to the Tschmgel glacier. The 
view of the Juneau from this point 
is most magnificent. It is quite 
possible to descend from the Stein- 
berg to Miirren without going into 
the Lauterbrunnen valley. The track 
is not difficult to find. It enters the 
bridle-path to Miirren near the fine 
fall of the stream issuing firom the 
Sefinen Thai 

[From TrachseUauinen the traveUer 
may cross to Bied in the Lotschen 
Thai, by the easy glacier pass of the 



Petersffrat, or the more difficult 
Wetteriucke (see Bte. 35).] 

Lauterbrunnen to the Gemmi involves 
the long detour by the lake of Thun, 
or the passage of the fiitiguing double 
pass of the Sefinen Furke and Dunden^ 
grat, or of the easy glacier Tschingel 
Pass, The last is to be preferred 
(see Btes. 35, 36). 

The Jungfrau can be ascended by 
the Hoththal (about 12 hrs. from 
Lauterbrunnen to the top) by means 
of a couloir which comes half-way 
down towards the Boththal glacier. 
The climb is difficult, and in one part 
exposed to avalanches. A ^ide was 
kiUed by one in 1872. Those who 
ascend this way, go down to the 
Aletsch Glacier. 

The Lawinen Thar (Avalanche-gate), 
a very difficult passage between the 
Jungfrau and Gletscherhom, first ac- 
complished by Prof. TyndaU and Mr. 
Vaughan Hawkins in 1860. They 
spent 7 hrs. on the rocks, and 19 hrs. 
between Lauterbrunnen and the £g- 
gischhom. A hut has been built in 
the Boththal, 4 hrs. above Trachsel- 
lauinen, to faoiUtate these ascents ; 
but they are not to be recommended 
even to mountaineers. 

The ice-crest has been crossed at 
other spots further W., but the tours 
deforce of a party of skiUed climbers 
are not in this work reckoned as 
passes. 

C, Lauterbrunnen to Grindelwald, — a. By 
the carriage-road, — b. By the Wen" 
gerh Alp. 

Both Lauterbrunnen and Grindel- 
wald may be visited in one long 
day from Interlaken, returning in the 
evening. If the Wengem Alp route 
is chosen, a carriage may be hired 
at Interlaken, and the saddle-horses 
used to draw it, saddles being taken. 

Bo^s run the carriage back to the 
junction of the Grindelwald road. 

a. By the high-road the time occu- 
pied in going from Lauterbrunnen to 
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Grindelwald is about 2 hrs. — the dis- 
tance about 10 m. It is necessary to 
return doifVn the valley as far as 
Zweiliitschinen, then, crossing the 
White, to ascend, by the side of the 
Black Liitschine. The Eiger and 
"Wetterhorn are noble features in the 
scenery, but the loftier Schreckhorn 
is only seen for a short time. On 
approaching Grindelwald the lower 
glacier appears in sight. 

6. In fine weather there is no 
more interesting ride among the 
Alps than that over the Werigem Alp 
and Little Scheideck, The view of the 
Jungfrau, Monch and Eiger is one 
of the most glorious near views of 
snowy mountains, and avalanches are 
seen and heard in the greatest per- 
fection. No one should abandon the 
expedition without an effort. The 
pass takes from 5 to 7 hrs., soj if an 
early start be made, there is time for 
a long enjoyable halt on the Col. The 
path is constantly traversed by ladies 
on horseback, or in chaises-a-porteurs 
(§ 2). Those who are at all able to 
walk need take a horse to the summit 
only, for which one day is charged ; 
for the whole journey, 1^ day. 

The bridle-path turns off at the chapel 
nearly opposite the Staubbach, and 
after crossing the river ascends steep 
zigzags, which command the Silber- 
horn (Silverhorn) and summit of the 
Jungfrau, and the splendid perspective 
of the valley of Lauterbrunnen, closed 
b^ glaciers. After nearly an hour of 
toilsome ascent, it reaches a more 
gradual slope of meadow land and 
the hamlet of Wengem, with pensions 
belonging to Ulr. and Chr. Lauener. 
The valley of Lauterbrunnen, beneath 
whose precipices the traveller may 
have previously walked with some little 
awe, presents from this height the 
aspect of a mere trench; the Staub- 
bach is reduced to a thread, and its 
upper fall, and previous winding, 
before it makes its leap, are exposed 
to view. An Alpine horn is here 
played as travellers pass, and the 
track winds to the rt. round the 
shoulder of the hill, and through a 
pretty belt of forest, and then, 

ISwitz,-] 
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becoming steep, crosses slopes of 
grass towards the Jungfrau, which 
rises to the view in a magnificent ex- 
panse of snow and glacier. It is 
quite a surprise, for so colossal are its 
proportions, that the effect of distance 
is lost, and it appears to be within gun- 
shot of the spectator. 

About i hr. short of the Col (where 
there is also an Inn) is the J{. de 
kt Jungfrau, a convenient midday 
halting-place with excellent table- 
d'hote, 4 fr., directly facing the Jung- 
frau. The opposite precipices are 
channelled with a deep furrow, down 
which the avalanches descend. They 
are most numerous a little after noon, 
when the sun and wind exercise the 
greatest influence on the glacier in 
loosening masses of it, and causing 
them to break off. 

The attention is first arrested by a 
roar, not unlike thunder, and in half 
a minute a gush of white powder, 
resembling a small cataract, is per- 
ceived issuing from one of the upper 
grooves or gullies; it then sinks into 
a fissure, and is lost only to reappear 
at a lower stage; soon after, another 
roar, and a fresh gush from another 
gully, till the ice, reaching the lowest 
step, is precipitated into the gulf at 
the foot of the mountain. By watch- 
ing attentively, the separation of the 
fragment from the glacier may be 
seen, and before the sound reaches 
the ear. Sometimes the ice merely 
slides down the surface, at others it 
turns oyer in a cake; but in an in- 
stant it is shattered to pieces, and, in 
passing through the different gullies, 
apparently ground to powder. In- 
dependent of the sound, which is 
awful, there is generally nothing 
grand of striking in these falling 
masses : and, indeed, it is difficult, at 
first, to believe that the echoing 
thunder arises from what appears so 
slight a cause; but the spectator must 
bear in mind that the distance is 
1 m. and that at each discharge tons 
of ice are hurled down the mountain, 
and that the seeming dust to which it 
is reduced includes blocks capable of 
sweeping away the largest trees, if 
such stood in their ^^k(?* During 
Q 
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tlie early part of summer many such 
discharges may ]be seen in an hour; 
in cold weather they are less numer- 
ous. The avalanches descend into 
the valley of Trllmmleten, the unin- 
habited ravine dividing the Jungfrau 
from the Wengern Alp, far deeper 
than travellers along the bridle-trapk 
have any idea of; and, on melting, 
send forth a stream which falls into 
the Liitschine, a little above Lauter- 
brunnen. 

INear View of the Avalanches, — Mr. 
f, Galton drew attention in 1863 to 
the view by the side of the gull v im- 
mediately facing the Jungfrau hotel. 




to which the avalanches from the 
Jungfrau converge, a point which may 
be reached in 1^ hr. from either hotel 
quite easily and safely by descend- 
ing into the Triimleteii valley, crossing 
the stream by a bridge, -.traversing 
a narrow band of avalanche snow 
fallen from the Eiger, and then mount- 
ing to the gully. The path is sunple 



and easy, save up two low terraces of 
rock, where the absence of foot-hold 
(steps might bie quarried) necessitates 
the assistance of a guide and rope. 
On arriving at the side of the gully 
the traveller, in perfect safety, may 
see the avalanches sweep by VUxfi 
a waterfall. First a prodigious roar 
is heard, then a storm of ice -balls 
tears through the opening and dashes 
forth upon a long slope of ice and 
snow. Down this they slide swiftly, 
with a hissing noise. Gushes of 
water accompany each discharge. The 
ice-cliffs that supply the ay^anphes 
tumble 9000 ft. before they reach the 
head of the gully, which itself is 1000 
ft. high: consequently the fragments 
have time to be groupd into shivers ; 
but, for the most part, they are 
rounded into balls from ,1 to 2 ft. 
in diameter. T'hese, with the finer 
d^ris, form a slope extending; nearly 
2000 itf in fuiditional descent, from 
the foot of the passage to the almost 
inaccessible depths of the valley .1 . 

A part of Byron's 'Manfred was 
eitheiT written pr mentally composed 
on the Weng^m^lp. He says in his 
journal, .**^ard the avalandies fall- 
ing every five minutes nearly. The 
douds rose from the opposite vaBey, 
curling up perpendicular precipices, 
like the foam of the ocean of hep 
during a spring tide— it was white 
and sulphury, and immeasurably 
d^ep in appearance. The side we 
ascended was not of so precipitoi^ 
a nature; but, on arriving at the sum- 
niit, we looked down upon the other 
^ide upon a boiling sea of cloudy dash- 
ing against the crags oh which we 
stopd-^these cra^s on duq side quite 
perpeniiiciila^. £^ passing the masses 
of snow, I pade a snowb^, and pelte^ 
Hobhousewith;iL"->/iS'M7Ms/i)Mmai. . 

^ day onght to be spent on the Wen- 
gem Alp in thp^opghly enjpying the 
grand scenery. TJ^se iK(ho sleep at 
one of the inns on the mountain are^ 
in fine weather, well ipjewarded by the 
glorious sun^^t and sunrise vijews, £ar 
more sublime t^n those seen from 
I the Bigi. 

Beyond the Jnngfrau Hotel the 
Urack is t^era])l^^eg^^,^ m ia>Qut 

i 
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2 miles the col is attained (6788 ft.). 
Inn : H. Belle vue, most obliging peo- 
ple. A good stopping-tolace for a day 
or two. The view is one of the 
noblest in the Alps, including, besides 
the Jungfirau, Honch, and Eiger, the 
TVetterhorn, and distant Alps E. and 
W. Travellers should on no account 
omit walking J hr. towards the Mdnch, 
to the verge of the intervening valley. 
They should walk past the fiagstaiT, 
following the ins and outs of the small 
spurs in their way, till they arrive 
suddenly on the edge of a cliff over- 
looking the deep Triimmleten Thai. 
The grandeur of the range greatly 
rises in the estimation of those who 
have seen it from this point of view. 
The Jungfrau, Mdnch, and Eiger stand 
like watch-towers on the edge of 
terrific cliffs, which to an unpractised 
eye appear almost vertical, and bold 
must have been the man who first 
ventured to scale them : but they are 
not quite so steep as they look. 

Beyond the valley of Grindelwald 
towers the Wetterhom (Peak of 
Storms), 12,165 ft The glaciers, which 
cling to these mountains, and fill 
the hollows between them, extend 
"without interruption from the Gemmi 
to the GrimseX and from Grindel- 
wald nearly to the villages of Viesch 
and Morel, in the Valais. The ex- 
tent of this glacier-field has been 
calculated to oe 115 square miles, 
or about one-sixth of all the glaciers 
among the Alps. 

Between the Jungfrau and Monch 
are the Gvggi Glacier and pass of the 
Jungfrau Joch, first achieved, 1862, by 
Messrs. George, L. Stephen, Hardy, 
and Moore, with six guides. The 
first day they were obliged to return 
for a ladder; on the second they ac- 
complished what must always be a 
Eassage of some peril. Their course 
vy up the buttress of the Monch, 
and then by the Gug^i glacier to 
a plateau of some size, scarcely seen 
from the inn (3 hrs. up). Above 
this they encountered very serious 
difficulty" and danger. The only 
course was by the steep ice-fall, 
among huge and tottering s^racs, 
which at any moment might have 



fallen and overwhelmed the party. 
At length they reached the berg- 
schrun^ in places 30 ft. wide, crossed 
it with their ladder, and gained a view 
of the final ridge. This was a curtain 
of n^v^, pierced in the centre by a 
patch of rocks. To the rt. the wall 
was tried, but found too perilously 
steep, and the only course was to the 
1. of the rocks where the slope was & 
little less, but heaped with towers and 
cut by a maze of crevasses. At one 
point they had to climb a sheer cli£f 
of ice by their ladder, but this was 
the last difficulty, a smoother slope 
leading to the summit — 8| hrs. from 
the "Wengem Alp. 

The descent from the Jungfrau Joch 
to the Wengern Alp has been effected, 
but it is always a somewhat hazardous 
enterprise. 

A hut has been built near the 
Guggi Glacier for the use of moun- 
taineers — IJ hr. from H. Bellevue. 

Between the Monch and Eiger are 
the Eiger Cflacier and the difficult JSiger 
Joch, first passed in 1859.1 

The Jungfrau, or Virgin (13,671 
ft.]) — which is separated from the 
Giant by the Monk — received her 
name in the last century from the 
unsullied purity of the snow, or be- 
cause her crest was then deemed 
inaccessible to human foot Like 
most of the high peaks, she has 
lost her claim to the title on the latter 
score, the summit having been reached 
for the first time as early as 1811, 
by the brothers Meyer, of Aarau; 
in 1828 by 6 peasants from Grin- 
delwald ; and, in August, 1841, by 
M. Agassiz, of Keuchatel, and Pro- 
fessor Forbes, of Edinburgh. 

Since that time many ascents have 
been made from the Aletsch side, and 
a few from the Roththal and the Wen- 
gem Alp, The latter route is long 
and laborious, and in the lower por- 
tion (as in crossing the Jungfrau 
Joch) the traveller is exposed to 
some danger from the fall of huge 
masses of " s^rac" on the Guggi 
glacier. 

The beautiful secondary peak of 
the Silberhom (12,lC^)jbyHaf^j49^]?^n 
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climbed, both by the Quggi glacier 
and the steep clifis which face Lauter- 
brunnen. 

The Mdnch (13,465) rises on this 
side in a tall cliff of rock and ice, and 
can only be climbed from the North 
in rare conditions of the snow. Its 
summit is usually reached from the 
S. side (see Ete. 29). 

The favourite expedition for 
climbers is the ascent of the Eiger 
(13,045 ft.). It is a long, but not very 
difficult rock-climb, but the last half- 
hour lies along a sharp ice-crest, and 
requires steadiness in all the party. 
An incapable traveller was here only 
saved by the strength of his guide a 
year or two ago. The great advant- 
age of this ascent is, that the climber 
starts from good quarters, at the very 
foot of his peak, and has no tiresome 
preliminary wandering over rough 
ground. The time taken varies, ac- 
cording to the state of the mountain, 
from 9 to 14 hrs. 

Ordinary travellers will content 
themselves with the ascent of one of 
the easy crests which rise N. of the 
H. Bellevue, the Lauberhom (1^ hr.'s 
walk) or Tschuggen, whence they 
may descend to the path leading to the 
inn on the Mannlicnen (see below). 

The descent to Grindelwald is at 
first steep. It passes within sight of a 
weather-worn forest. Byron describes 
•• whole woods of withered pines— all 
withered ; trunks stripped and bark- 
less ; branches lifeless ; done by a 
single winter — their appearance re- 
minded me of me and my family." 

In descending into the valley, the 
Wetterhom is seen in front ; on the L 
the Faulhom, surmounted by its inn ; 
on the rt,the upper glacier of Grindel- 
wald, issuing from a gorge. About 
half-way from the pass is the H. des 
Alpes, a good chalet Inn. 

Those who have already traversed 
the mule- path, may find charming 
footways to the N. of it through the 



woods, with a superb view of the 
Schreckhom, a peak difficult to see to 
advantage elsewnere. 

Grindelwald, — hotels: Bar, excel- 
lent; Adler, good, with garden and 
Pension ; Pension Schonegg ; Eiger } 
Burgener ; Zum Gletscher. Pension 
Finsteraarhom, and several others. 
Eng, Ch, S. in summer. 

The viQage of Grindelwald, con- 
sisting of picturesque wooden cottages, 
widely scattered over the valley, stands 
at a height of 3460 ft. above the sea, 
from which cause, and its vicinity 
to the glaciers, the climate is cold 
and unstable even in summer. Its 
inhabitants are chiefly employed in 
rearing cattle, of which 6000 head 
are fed on the neighbouring pastures ; 
and many act as guides. 

Guides, — Ulr. Aimer, first-rate ; 
Hans and Johann Baumann, P. Egger, 
Peter Baumann, all excellent ; P. 
Schlegel, P. Kaufmann, U. Kaufmann, 
P. Inabnit, U. Wenger (employed at 
Adler Hotel) ; Christian Bohren, 
Ulrich Kubi : all fair men. 

Grindelwald owes its celebrity to 
its position under the Wetterhorn, to 
the beauty of the views from the Great 
Scheideck and Wengern Alp, and to 
its Glaciers, which, as they descend 
below the level of the vulage, are 
easily accessible. Three ^at moun- 
tains form the S. side of «ie valley— 
the Eiger, or Giant ; the Mettenberg 
(Middle Mountain), which is, in fact, 
the base or pedestal of the magnificent 
Schreckhorn ; and the Wetterhom 
(Peak of Tempests). From the sides 
of the Mettenberg stream down the two 

flaciers of Grindelwald. They are 
ranches of that field or sea of ice 
mentioned above as occupying the 
table-land and high valleys of the 
Bernese Alps. Their chief beauty 
as a feature of the landscape arises 
from contrast, the white ice being 
fringed by dark forest and pasture. 

In some years, a quarry of ice, to 
supply the markets of Pans and else- 
where, is established at Grindelwald, 
and is in full operation after the busy- 
season of igitfee byyfifti^u^iindreds of 
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workmen hew squared blocks, which 
are wheeled to the village, and thence 
sent to their destination. 

Eaxmrsiom, 

The Lower Glacier (a tramway now 
leads from the glacier to the bridge 
over the Liitschine, where the path 
to the Wengern Alp branches off) 
forces its way out between the Eiger 
and Mettenberg, and descended some 
years aeo to a point only 3200 ft. 
above the level of the sea. In 1850, 
it projected far into the valley, and 
the pressure in the narrow passage 
between the Eiger and Mettenberg 
drove the ice up into pinnacles of 
great size and beauty. Since that 
time this glacier, like nearly all the 
Swiss glaciers, has retreated nearly 
half a mile, and has sunk some 300 ft., 
leaving a large surface of bare rock. 
The retreat of the ice exposed ancient 
marble quarries, worked before some 
previous advance of the glacier. A 
grotto or passage is cut in the ice, in 
order to exhibit the beautiful blue 
colour. It is about 20 min. from the 
village. A path runs along the cliff on 
its E. margin, beneath the precipices of 
the Mettenberg, commanding a view 
of the minarets of the ice-fall, and 
affording means (a ladder) of paying 
a visit to the Eismeer (Ice-sea), or levw 
part of the glacier, one of the pleasanteat 
excursions on the Alps; with a local 
enide, occupying 5 or 6 hrs. It is the 
beginning of the Strahleck Pass(Hte. 
27b), anda lady may be carried to the 
ladders in a cnaise it porteurs. On 
the Barenegg, 2 hrs. from Grindelwald, 
is a ch&let, where beds and provisions 
can be obtained. The Eismeer, and the 
path to it, offer to those who cannot 
mount great heights a very grand near 
view of the snow-region of the Alps ; 
the cultivated valley is hidden, and 
little visible but the peaks of the 
Eiger, Schreckhom, and Viescher- 
homer, streaming with ice. To the 
W. is the steep and broken neve lead- 
ing to the Monch Joch, and below 
the slopes of the Yiescherhomer, sur- 
rounded by glacier, the Jleisse Platte 
(5ot yiat^), a ropk «o galled b?cw8e 



snow or ice never rests upon it. In 182 1 
M. Mouron, a clerg3rman of Vevey, 
was lost in one of the crevasses of 
the Eismeer. Fair walkers will be 
tempted to cross the ice to the Za- 
senberg, a slope at the foot of the 
Viescherhomer, which feeds a few 
sheep in summer. 

On the path to the chalet a de- 
pression in the rocks, called Martins- 
druck, is pointed out to the traveller, 
and opposite to it, in the crest of the 
Eiger, a hole— called Martinsloch — 
through which the sun shines twice 
a-year. Once on a time, according 
to the legend, the basin now oc- 
cupied by the Eismeer was filled 
with a lake, but the space between 
the Mettenberg and the Eiger being 
much narrower than at present, the 
outlet from it was constantly blocked, 
and inundations produced, which 
nuned the fields of the peasants in 
the valley. At length S. Martin, a 
giant, came to their rescue; he seated 
himself on the Mettenberg, rested his 
staff on the Eiger, and then, with 
one lusty heave of his brawny back, 
not only burst open the present wide 

Eassage between the two mountains, 
ut left the marks of his seat on the 
one, and drove his walking-stick right 
through the other. 

On the Eiger side is the Nellenhalnit 
a cavern chapel to St. Petronilla. 
Ihr. 

The Upper Grindelwald Glacier may 
be visited in going over the Scheideck. 
That glacier has also retreated, and 
sunk so that it no longer projects 
into the valley, and is scarcely worth 
a visit in its lower portion. The 
upper icefall is one of the finest in 
the Alps (see Rte. 27). 

The JUannlicTienj between the valleys 
of Grindelwald and Lauterbrunnen, 
over the junction of the two streams, 
is a fine point of view, preferred by 
some good judges to the Wengern Alp, 
with an Inn on the summit. Easy 
slope from Grindelwald ; on the other 
side very steep slopes, down which a 
path leads to Wengern. Small moun* 
tain Inn on the top. As soon as the 
snQYf lias left the top it is coyeyed with 
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flowers. Horse there and back 15 fr. 
This excursion can be combined with 
the Wengern Alp. Ascent from 
Grindelwald 3^ to 4 hrs., Mannlichen 
to Wengern Alp IJ hr. 

The Faulhom (faulj rotten, from 
the shaly nature of its summit slopes) 
is a mountain 8800 ft. above the sea, 
situated between the valley of Grin- 
delwald and the lake of Brienz, and 
commanding, from its summit, a cele- 
brated near view of the Bernese Alps. 
It may be reached from Grindelwald, 
from the Great Scheideck, the easiest 
ascent; from the Scheinige Platte ; or 
from the Giessbach. It is 4j hrs. from 
Grindelwald, and 3^ hrs. &om the 
Scheideck. There is an Tnn half-way 
up from Grindelwald (H. Alpenrose). 

Ladies may be carried from Grin- 
delwald in chaises k porteurs, with 
4 bearers to each chair, at 6 fr. each; 
or if the party sleep on the Faul- 
horn, 9 fr. A guide to the top is 
8 fr. : a horse 17 fr. up and down ; 
25 fr. if the night is passed on the 
top ; 35 fr. is charged from Interlaken 
by the Scheinige Platte. The Inn on 
the summit has 24 beds, and is fair but 
dear. In the height of the season you 
must secure beds beforehand, or be 
early on the top,- The path from 
Grindelwald leads over the Bach Alp, 
by the side of a small lake, 1000 /t. 
below the summit. The Faulfaom 
view of the Bernese Alps far surpasses 
that from the Bigi. On the other 
hand, though the Eikes of Thun and 
Brienz are both partly seen, they 
afford but a poor equivalent for the 
wide expanse of blue water which 
bathes the foot of the Rigi. Easy 
path in 3 hrs. from the Faulhorn to 
the Scheideck Inn, 

Those who cannot reach the summit 
of the Faulhorn will be well repaid for 
mounting its slope for an hour or two 
on the road to the Scheideck as far as 
the small Inn which offers refreshment 
and beds. 

The Metteriberg, 10,443 ft., between 
the Lower and Upper Grindelwald 
glaciers, is a remarkably fine point of 
view. This is the best expedition for 
good walkers who, without wishing to 



undertake a difficult ascent, desire to 
make a close acquaintance with the 
ice-world and the great peaks. It is 
an expedition of 10 to 11 hrs. 

The Wetterhom^ so well known for 
its wall of rocks and beautiful pyra- 
mid of snow, has 3 peaks — the gutter- 
ing point to the N. 12,149 ft., S. of it 
the MiUelhom, 12,166 ft., and S. of 
that the Mosenhom, 12,107 ft. The 
two latter rise from a field of nev^ 
called the Wettereistneery the snows of 
which feed the Gauli and Eosenlaui 
glaciers. The Bosenhom was first 
ascended in 1844 by M. Desor and 
his friends; the Mittelhom on July 
9, 1845, bv a Scotchman, Mr. Spier; 
and the Wetterhom proper in 1844, 
by two of M. Desor's guides, and in 
1 845 by Proffessor Agasslz and a large 
party, and in 1854, from Grindelwald 
by a new route, by Mr. A. Wills, who 
has given an interesting account of it 
in his * Wanderings among the High 
Alps.' The last is remarkable for 
its wonderful view down upon the 
Scheideck, and is the pcGik now 
generally ascended. The usual rte. 
IS identical with that to the Lauteraar 
Joch (Rte. 27b) as far as the Weisshoni 
hut, above the old Gleckstein Cave, 
where the night can be passed. Thence 
a scramble leads to the ridge con- 
necting the Wetterhom with the 
Mittelhom, and a very steep climb 
up the final slope, at an angle of 
50° to 58° (in 5 hrs. from the hnt> 
lands the traveller on a crest so sharp 
that, in some years, there is scarcely 
a place for a man to rest on. It is 

Eossible to descend to Rosenlaui, or 
y the Gauli Joch. 

The Schreckhom, 13,386 ft., lying far 
back in the mountain solitude, was 
long invested with a certain mystery. 
In 1842 M. Desor reached the S. 
peak of the Schreckhom block, known 
as the Lauteraarhom, from the Fin- 
steraar glacier. The highest peak 
was left for Mr. Leslie Stephen who, 
in 1861, climbed it from the Iiower 
Grindelwald glacier. It is a diflficult 
rock-climb, only to be attempted by 
first-rate climbers with good guides. 
The tracks of falling stones should 
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be, as far as possible, avoided. An 
experienced cragsman lost his life in 
1869, by neglecting to use the rope 
on the very sharp crest of the peak, 
but this portion of the ascent, though 
calling for a good Jiead, is not gener- 
ally dangerous. Climbers now sleep 
in a new hut at the Schwarzenegg, 
i hour from the Kastenstein Cave, 
above the lower Grindelwald glacier, 
before the ascent. The view from the 
summit is sublime. The Finsteraar- 
hom presents itself in its most im- 
posing aspect. 

The Little Schreckliom, 11,473 ft., 
N. of his great brother, is almost as 
savage in aspect. The top has been 
reached both from the E. and W. ; 
the ascent is for good climbers not 
difficult, and a fine day's excursion 
from Grindelwald or the B&renegg 
hut The glacier passes commomy 
used by travellers wishing to reach 
the Grimsel are the Strahleck and 
Lauteraarjoch (see Rte. 27b). The 
Monch Joch leads directly to the 
Eggischhorn (see Bte. 29.) 

D, Grindelwald to Meiringen, by the 
Great Scheideck and RosetUaui, 

Grindelwald. Honrg. 

Sclieideck 3 

Rosenlaui 2 

Meiringen 2i 

About 20 Eng. m.; 6 hrs.* fast 
walking. No guide recjuired. On 
horseback, for ladies, it is a ride of 
at least 9 hours, including halts ; horse 
to Meiringen 25 fr. 

The first hour from Grindelwald 
through the meadows of the valley 
brings the traveller to the Upper 
Grindelwald Glacier^ which may be 
visited by a slight detour. {H, Wet- 
ferAom, small.) The ascent afterwards 
is easy, and during the whole of it the 
Wetterhom (Peak of Tempests) over- 
bangs the path, an object of stupen- 
dous sublimity. It rises in one vast 
precipice of alpine limestone, appar- 
ently close above the traveler's head, 
although its base is more than a mile 
distant. Avalanches descend from it 
through fonr ^ifferept channels. 



Upon the slope in front of the 
Wetterhom a man usually stations 
himself to blow the alpine horn, a 
rude tube of wood, 6 or 8 ft. long. 
A few seconds after the horn has 
ceased, the simple notes of the instru- 
ment are caught up and repeated by 
the echoes of the vast clifi; and 
return to the ear refined and softened, 
yet perfectly distinct, as if it were an 
aerial concert warbling among the 
crags. 

Great Scheideck (J^A:?A:h,) {Inn: Stein- 
bock, fair). The view back of the 
valley of Grindelwald is very strik- 
ing: its green pastures contrasting 
with the bare walls of the Wetter- 
horn. Beyond Grindelwald on the 1., 
rises the sharp crest of the Eiger, 
which is seen better from here ^ban 
from any other point. 

In the opposite direction, the vale 
of the Beichenbach or of Bosenlaui, 
is not so remarkable. Two small 
glaciers are seen suspended on shelves 
of the range connecting the Wetter- 
hom and WeUhom ; farther on, be- 
tween the Wellhom and Engel-homer. 
the remains of the Glacier of Bosen- 
laui lie embedded. By a detour to 
the rt., the Lower Glacier of Schwarz- 
wald may be visited. It is of the 
kind known as "glaciers remani^s," 
composed altogether of anow and frag- 
ments of ice mat fall from the upper 
part of the Wetterhom into the valley 
which separates this part of the track 
from the mountain. The open pasture 
is now left, and the path descends 
through a wild wood of firs, to 

Hosenlaui (4300 ft.) {Inn : Bosenlaui- 
Bad, a comfortable house with 80 
beds), Ung. C, S. This is a charming 
spot, Alpine in every feature, from its 
belt of forest and peaks, to its soft 
green knolls and goats. Eor invalids it 
has a mineral water, which resembles 
that of Harrogate, and supplies baths. 
Carvings of chamois by Andreas 
Zurfluh, who lives here, and Alpine 
plants, arranged in books by Herr 
jBrunner, both excellent of their kind, 
are exhibited for sale in the hotel. 
A few yards behind the house the 
Jl^chenbach ffJJs iji ^ Q^sfi^d^ frQin a 
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rocky cleft On the opposite side of 
the vallej a path winds up the steep 
forest in I hr. to the Glacier of Rosen' 
lauif 'smaller than those of Grin- 
delwald, but formerly celebrated for 
the purity of its surface, and trans- 
parent azure of its crevasses. It has 
now so far retreated as to be scarcely 
worth a visit to the foot. A steep 
path on the 1. of the glacier leads in 
about ^ an hour to the summit of a 
cMS which projected over it, and bent 
its course considerably. It forms a 
good point of view. The torrent which 
issues from this glacier rushes through 
a remarkable chasm in the moun- 
tain side. It is, in places, so narrow 
as to escape notice until a bridge is 
reached, when the water is seen raging 
300 ft. below. 

[From Bosenlaui the Schwarzhom, 
a nigher summit of the Faulhom 
range, may be reached in 4^ hrs. (for 
3 hrs. horsepath). The view is finer 
than from the Faulhorn, and the ex* 
cursion is strongly recommended. A 
guide is essentiaL 

The ascent of the Wetterhom can be 
made from here by fair mountaineers 
as easily as from Crrindelwald in 
about 6 or 7 hrs. A hut with sleep- 
ing«room for 30 persons has been 
built nearly halfway on the rocks of 
the Dossenhorn. The Grimsel is 
reached by the laborious glacier pass 
of the Renferjoch^ 

The path to Meiringen runs by the 
side of this stream, first crossing a 
charming little green plain,, carpeted 
with soft turf, like that of an English 
lawn, dotted with chalets and girt hj 
forest heights. The view from this 
point deserves particular notice : it is 
a favourite subject for the penciL The 
Wetterhom, Wellhorn, and craggy 
peaks of the Engel-homer, form a 
most picturesque mountain group. 

Below this the valley contracts, and 
numerous waterfalls dangle from its 
sides : one, from its tenuity, is called 
the Bope-stream (Seilbach) ; and now 
a birdVeye view opens into the vale 
of Has\\^ or Meiringen, wfeicli, in 90m- 



S arisen with the narrow glens of Grin- 
elwald and Lauterbrunnen, deserves 
the name of a plain, though bounded 
by lofty mountains. 

The latter part of the descent is 
steep and rugged, paved with slippery 
stones, and travellers are usually in- 
vited to dismount, and proceed on 
foot. The stream ^oes down nearly 
2000 ft. in a succession of seven leaps, 
the celebrated Falls of tfie Reiohen- 
bach. The upper fall is a short dis- 
tance 1. of the road, near the hamlet 
of Zwirghi. A small fee is exacted 
for the liberty to cross the meadow 
and enter the hut called Belvedere. 
But the fall is best .seen from a head- 
land shooting out in front of the bare 
cliff over which the cataract dashes. 
A little lower is the less imposing 
Kesselfall; and lower still another, by 
which the stream gains the level of 
the valley. This is just behind the 
Beichenbach hotel, and is illuminated 
with coloured fires every night during 
the season. The effect is beautiful. 

The Reiohenbach Hotels 2 hrs. from 
Bosenlaui, a comfortable house, with 
hot and cold baths, preferred by some 
to the inns at Meiringen ; H, des Alpes. 
These hotels are distant about ^ m., 
by a road and bridge over the Aar, 
from 

Meiringen (1968 ft) (/nti^.* Sauva^^, 
very good ; Courcmne ; Bar). Meirin- 

§m is the chief place in Uie vale of 
asli (2800 Prot. Inhab.). It has 
suffered greatly from the disastrous 
fire of February, 1879, which de- 
stroyed a large portion of it. Its 
situation, in the midst of a truly Alpine 
valley is picturesque. The precipitous 
and wooded mountain sides, streaked 
with cascades, and here and there 
overtopped by some snow-peak, are 
beautiful features. A stone dyke 
1000 ft. long protects the village from 
the Alpbach, which, subject to sudden 
rises, and cutting through loose shaly 
strata of lias inarl, has more than once 
threatened to bury Meiringen. 
The English Church was eregted 

1868, Digitized by VjUU VIC 
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Wood^arving is a thriying mdnstnr 
here, as well as at Brienz, and a visit 
to one of the workshops is interest- 
ing. The dealers will pack and for- 
ward articles to Englano. 

The Falls of the Alpbach, on the E. 
side of the yalley, is best seen abont 
9 on a snnny morning, when a triple 
bow, or iris, glimmers in the spray. 
The inner iris forms nearly a com- 
plete circle, and the outer are more 
or less circular as the water is abun- 
dant or not The spot whence it is 
visible is within the rain fiK>m the 
cataract. Near the fall, and on a rock 
above the village, is the ruin of the 
Castle of Reeti: it belonged to an 
ancient and noble fo,mily, to whom 
the praise is given of never having 
tyrannized over- their dependants. 
There is a fine view from the ruin. 

The men of Hcu^ are celebrated for 
their athletic forms and strength, and 
generally distinguish themselves in 
the Schwingfeite, or wrestling matches 
which they hold every year with their 
neighbours of Unterwalden and Grin- 
delwaid. The first Monday of Aug. 
is the day, and it is kept Its a fete, 
with national songs and dances. The 
women enjoy the reputation of being 
prettier, or rather lees plain, than 
those of other Swiss valleys. Their 
holiday costume is not ungraceful, a 
bodice of black velvet reaching to Uie 
throat, starched white sleeves, ik yellow 
petticoat, and a round black hat, worn 
on one side of the head, and allowing 
the hair to fall in long tresses down 
the back. 

' Glacier Guides, — Melchior Ander<- 
fegg, Johann Jaun, Johann von Ber- 
gen, Kaspar Maurer, Andreas Jaun, 
A. Jaun. These men are at the head 
of their profession, and are generally 
engaged before hand. There are 
many other good men. Inquire at 
the inns. 

' At Meiringen converge the carr.- 
roadis— d, from Interlaken and Brienz; 
6, from Lucerne by the Briinig (Rte. 
19); c, from Guttannen on the way 
to the Grimsel (Rte. 26), the Fall$ of 



Handeck are on the way thitiher; and 
the Bridls'pathsj d, the Joch Pass 
from Engelberg (Rte. 33); #, the 
Sttsten from Wasen on the St. Grdthard 
(ftte. 32) ; and /, the Great Scheideck 
ftom Bosenlaui and GrindelvrakL 

E- Meiringen to Interlaken, by ^riem 
and the Giessbach, — Jiothkof-n. 

H hr. drive or 9 Eng. m. to Brienz; 
1-horse carr. 7 fr. ; 2-horse 14- ; dili- 
gence three times daily (2} fr.). Thence 
to Interlaken by road, or N. shore, 
l-horse carr. S fr. ; S-horse 15 fr., or 
steam- boat in 1^ hr., calling at the 
Giessbach. 

The road down the valley passes 
t^ Wandelbaoh and OltseMback and 
other cascades leaping down the wall 
of rock. After proceeding for about 
4 m. alonff the 1. bank of the Aiar, it 
crosses the river by an iron bridge 
near Brienzwyler (5^ m.). where the 
branch of the Briinig road leading to 
Brienz (Rte. 19) descends into the 
valley. The Aar flows betweea stone 
dykes through marsh and flat mea- 
dow-land ; but near its influx into 
the lake of Brienz, the form of the 
mountains on its 1. bank is grand. In 
skirting the margin of the lake, the 
road crosses heaps of debris, covering 
ftcres of land once fertile. A torrent 
of mnd, in 1797, desta'oyeda eonaider- 
able part ef 2 -villages near Kienholz; 
and a landslip from the Brienzergrat, 
the mountain immediately benind 
Brienz, orerwhehned, in iNovcanber, 
1824, 40 acares of land, and swept 
6 persons into the lake. 
' Brienz, — Inns : L'Ours, riot recom- 
mendisd; Croiic Blanche, at Tracht, 
} m. There is also an hotel at Kietiholz, 
the- B^dlevne, about a mile towards 
Meiringen. Curriages may be hired, 
fltnd on the arrival of the steamer from 
Interlaken with passengers for the 
Brun$g(Rte. 19), the noise and bnstle 
are marvellous. Brienz is a village of 
^600 Inhab., at the E. end of the lake, 
on a narrow ledge at the foot of the 
mountains, remarkable for wood-carv- 
ing; which employs 600 person^, for 
its beautifuljposition, and vicinity to 
the Gieesbitch F^ls* The Utte^ a £311 
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of the lake (Gadus mustela), is good 
eating. 

[From Brienz the trayeller may 
ascend the Mothhomy 77X3 ft., the 
highest point of the chain bounding 
the lake on the N., in about 4 hrs. by 
walking, in 5 on a horse (15 fr.), and 
in 6 in a chaise a porteurs. The path 
lies at first through forest-trees, chiefly 
beech, but including many oaks ; 
to these succeed larch, and above 
them one-third of steep ascent over 
a barren tract. Yiews are obtained 
through yistas in the forest of the 
lake of Brienz. The Bothhorn is higher 
than the Bigi, and not. so high as the 
Faulhom. It takes 2 or 3 hrs. to 
descend. The view comprises the 
Bernese Alps, the lake of Brienz close 
under the mountain, and a peep of 
the lake of Thun, the vale of Hasli, 
nearly to the Grimsel, the Titlis a^d 
Sustenhom, the lake of Sarnen, a 
considerable part of the lake of Lu- 
cerne, Hiatus, the Rigi« and a portion 
of the lake of Zug. The lake of Con- 
stance also appears, and a long: strip 
of the lake of NeuchateL There is 
B, path from the summit to Lungern 
(Rte. 19), and another to the Bmmen- 
thai.] 

Lake of Brienz, — Giessbach Falls. 

A Steamer 4 times daitf, in 1 or 1 J 
hr., between Brienz and B5nigen, the 
port of Interlaken, touching 4 times at 
the Giessbach, once at Cherried, twice 
at Iseltwald, and twice at Bonigen. 
Fares, 2 fr. and 1 fr. A row-bofit takes 
about 3 hrs. to Interlaken, including 
a visit to Giessbach. Boat 10 fr. ; to 
the Giessbach only, waiting 1 hr. and 
back, 4 fr. 

The Lake of Brienz is about 9 m. 
long, 2 wide, and 1 781 ft. above the sea ; 
near the mouth of the Giessbach, 500 
ft. deep, but in the deepest part 2140 
ft. Its surface is about 30 ft. higher 
than the lake of Thun. It is inferior 
in variety and beauty to most of the 
Swiss mountain lakes. '•' 

The carriage-road frem Meiringen 
and the Briinig skirts the N. shore, be- 
tween Brienz and Interlaken. There 
18 a pretty footpath along the S, side 



by the Giessbach, and a carriage- 
road from Iseltwald to Interlaken. 

It takes 25 minutes to row from 
Brienz to the outlet of the Giessbach, 
where travellers begin to ascend the 
very steep though excellent road, 
that leads in 20 min. to the Falls. 
They are a series, leaping step by 
step from the top of the mountain ; 
ana, though inferior in height to the 
Beichenbach, surpass it in beauty, as 
they break their way through a rich 
forest of fir. The Giessbach is one 
of the prettiest of waterfalls : . there 
is nothing wild about it, and the im- 
mediate contact of green turfy knolls 
and woods has the effect of a park 
scene. You can easily pass behind 
the second fall by a gallery con- 
structed beneath the shelving rock ; 
and the effect of the landscape seen 
through this curtain of water is sin- 
gular. The best of the falls are close 
to the hotel, though the highest, 
about 1000 feet above the lake, is 
worth a visit. To land and see all 
the falls will take a full hour and a 
half. The excellent 

Gies^ach Hotels approached in 5 min. 
by an ingenious wire tailroad (fare up 
and down 1 fr.) is finely situated 400 ft. 
above the lake, gay and cheerftil, 
even to the waiters, who are maidens 
prettily dresi^ed in the costumes of 
their native valleys. Pension, 7 fr. 
The mountain side forms its garden, 
and is a network of paths running 
through ithe wopds to the best points 
of view. • Hotel is lit by electric light 
and the Falls are illuminated every 
night from June to September. Al- 
though the idea may be dfstasteful, the 
effect is beautiful; 1 fr. per head is 
charged for it in the Hotel bills, but 
only for the first night. Good speci- 
mens of Swiss carving may be pur- 
chased of the Kehrlis, descendants of 
the school-master who first opened the 
Giessbach to the world. A smaller 
house, H6tel Beausite^ recommended, 
stands a few minutes walk higher. 

[An excursion on foot may be made 
to the Hinterherger See, a small lake 
high up amongst the mountains. 

There is a footpath to Meiringen, 
and a long but pleasant ono to the 
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Faulhorn ; 2 hrs. on the way is the 
H, P. Axalp.'\ 

At Tseltwald — a charmingly situ- 
ated Tillage and steamboat station- 
are sererid pensions. 

Near the foot of the lake, on the 
N. shore, are seen the ch. and castle 
of Bing^enberg, and a little beyond 
is the ruined castle of Goldswyl, near 
the place where the Aar runs out of 
the lake. 

BGntgen (two cheerful-looking pen- 
sions). This is the port of Interlaken, 
and passengers are transferred to the 
Bodeli railway. The rly. crosses the 
Zweiliitschinen torrent, and then runs 
over the plain to 

Zollhaus Stat,i which is nearer to 
the ch. and to some of the hotels 
than the Interlaken station. The 
rly. then crosses the Aar by a 
skew lattice-bridge, runs under the 
precipices of the Harder, crosses the 
Aar again, runs right through a part 
of the village, and reaches 

Interlaken Stat (Bte. 25, a). 



BOUTE 26. 

A. MEIRINOEN TO THE RHONE OLACIEB. 

QRDfSBL PASS. 

B. RHONE GLACIER TO HOBPENTHAIi 
OR ANDERMATT. F(JRKA PASS. 

Hoon. 
Meiringen or Belchenbacb. 

Imhof 1 

Urweld 1 

GutUnnen li 

Handeck li 

Grimsel Hospice . . . . 2^ 

Rhone Glacier 2^ 

A. Meiringen to the Rhone Glacier. 
Orimsel Pass, 
A good carriage-road is completed 
to Urweid. Over the pass there is a 
much-firequented bridle-path. 

This is an important line of com- 
munication, and one of the grandest 
of the old mule-passes. The charac- 
teristic of the Grimsel is savage rock 
scenery. 

Above Meiringen the vale of Hasli 
contracts, and is crossed by a lime- 
'^tone hill nearly 800 ft high, called 
' ^ Kirch^t, wjiich appears ftt one time 



to have dammed up the waters of the 
Aar, as a lake in the basin of Imhof. 
At the present day they flow through 
a very remarkable chasm, cut through 
this barrier from top to bottom, and 
known as the Finsteraar Schlucht It is 
easy of access by means of another 
water-worn channel — a cavern, which 
runs down by a steep but quite prac- 
ticable descent to the river. A ^]ff^' 
post directs the traveller **Zur Kn- 
stemaar Schlucht.*' The beautiful 
scenery at the entrance of the cavern, 
and the grandeur of the perpendicu- 
lar rocks, 300 ft. high, where the path 
emerges upon the margin of the Aar, 
are well worth the delay of half an 
hour. On the surface of the Kirchet 
lie erratic blocks of granite, vestiges, 
it is supposed, of that ancient time 
when a glacier filled the valley, and 
marked it with those grooves which 
are seen on its rocky sides (see § 12). 
The road now deseends by zigzags 
into the retired green valley of Upper 
Hasli. In front rises the Jfahrenhom 
(9593 ft), a beautiful feature of the 
pass: rt. appears the opening of the 
Urba(Mhal, from which there is an ill- 
traced path along the W. slope of the 
valley of the Aar to Guttannen. The 
road now crosses the river to 

Imhof (Inn : H. Imhof, good ; H. 
AlpenlioQ, a village at ^e junction of 
the paths of the Grimsel, Joch, and 
Susten. A carriage-road is carried 
up the last to Gadmen (Bte. 32). 

[The following are some of the 
glacier expeditions from the Urbach'- 
ihalt a valley rich in magnificent 
scenery, but little known, thoug^h 
opening on one of the best travelled 
paths. A chalet at its higher end 
has been fitted for mountaineers. 1. 
The Oauli pass to the Grimsel, about 
15 hrs. ; col just E. of the Uwig Schnee^ 
horn : steep descent to the liiuteraar 
gt by rock and couloirs. 2. The 
Bergli Joch^ between the Berglistock 
and jRosenhom (one of the Wetter- 
homer) to Grindelwald. 3. The 
ascent of any of the peaks of the 
Wetterhomer, descending to Grin- 
delwald or Bosenlaui. 4. The Wet^ 
terlirrmi, £. of the Berglistock to 
Bogeiilam, descending from tbe W^U 
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tereismeer by the Rosenlaui gl. 
5. The WeitsaUel, over thfe ilngel- 
hSmer^ between the Stelllhorn ahd 
Dossenhorn, a direct but diMcult 
pass to Rosenlaui. 6. Hangend/iom, 
on W. side, near the Wetterlimmi. 
Ascent by Hangend Gl. and rocks, 
about 5 hrs. from the chalet. View 
of the Wetterhorner. 7. RitzUhom^ 
on E. side, over Guttannen ; loose 
stones, but otherwise easy ascent of 
5 hrs. ; view of Finsteraarhorn. S. 
of Imhof is the Triftlimmi ([Rte. 27) 
to the Rhone Gl. hotel ; carriage-road 
as far as MtLhlestalden.] 

Beyond Imhof the road enters a 
defile below the Mahrenhom. where 
the fine scenery of the Grimsel 
begins. The road passes through 
tunnels. Beyond the gorge Urweid 
(Inn), where the carriage road now 
ends, is reached. The stream is here 
crossed, and a rocky shoulder rounded. 
Thence the traveller rises through 
meadows to 

Guttannen {Inn: Bar, good, very civil 
people, a fkr better sleeping-place 
than Handeck). The village has been 
twice burnt and once inundated in 
this century. Rt. are the steep slopes 
of the Ritzlihom^ L the Furtwang Sattely 



leading to Gadmen, or by the Stein- 
limmi Joch to Stein, or by the Trift 
Joch to the Rhone gl. The Mahren- 



hom, N., and the Steinhaushom, S. of 
the Furtwang, may be ascended from 
Guttannen. The Qelmerlimmi, a high 
glacier pass, gives access to the upper 
region of the Rhone Glacier. 

The path now rises through the 
zone of forest, passing here ana there 
the stream, which roUs in magnificent 
volume down the valley. On the 
steep and pretty ascent through the 
wood to Handeck the traveller turns 
aside to view the Fall, but it can be 
only imperfectly seen there. 

Handeck (a rough /nn), 4528 ft. 
It is a beautiful spot, and close to the 
Fall of the Aar^ one of the finest 
cataracts in Switzerland, from its 
height (more than 200 ft), the quan- 
tity and rush of water, the gloom of 
the gorge into which it precipitates 
itself and the wild character of the 
rocky solitude. 



A little bridge has been thrown 
across the stream, not more than 5 or 
6 ft. above the fall, and the view from 
this point is exceedingly impressive 
and stimulating. So plentiful is the 
rush of water that it reaches more 
than half-way down in one unbroken 
glassy sheet before it is tossed into 
foam; and what adds to its beauty 
is, that another stream (the Erlenbach 
or Handeck), pouring in from the W. 
takes precisely the same leap, ming- 
ling its tributary waters midway with 
the more powerful column of the 
Aar. Between 10 o'clock and 1 the 
iris hovers over the falL 

The forest of fir through which 
the route has wound for a considerable 
distance, now dwindles away into 
a few dwarf bushes, and the Kbueh 
stones are mantled by the creeping fir 
(Pinus Mughus) bilberry and Alpine 
rose or rhododendron. About 2 m. 
above Handeck, a very remarkable 
place is reached — the Base Seite, or 
Helleplatte^ where the path crosses the 
bare bed of an ancient glacier, a 
polished and convex slope of granite 
(roche moutonnee), furrowed oy the 
action of ice and stones, and extend- 
ing for a space of nearly J m. Pro- 
fessor Agassiz has here left his au- 
tograph chiselled on the rock. It 
used to be customary and prudent to 
dismount, and cross this bad bit of 
road on foot, since the surface, though 
cut into grooves to secure a footing for 
the horses, was very slippery; but a 
broad path, with stout posts and rail 
on the side of the abyss, is now carried 
over. On the opposite side of the 
valley is the fall of the Gelmerbach, 
the stream of the Gelmer glacier, 
flowing from a little lake called the 
Gelmer See, 

There is but one human habitation 
between Handeck and the Hospice, the 
chalet of Raterichsboden^ where the 
valley expands once more into a basin 
evidently once a lake-bed, with a 
marshy bottom, affording herbage 
for some goats and pigs. Beyond this 
the path rises above the Aar, the 
valley becomes a glen, walled by 
rocks } at its narrowest f^itt the 
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paved path crosses the torrenti the 
glen of the Aar glacier opens on the 
rfc. to the Oberaarhorn, and turning 
a corner, the traveller suddenly finds 
that he has reached 

The Hospice of the Grimsel, 5492 ft. 
(a good mountain Inn)^ originally a 
monastery, and after the Reforma- 
tion supported by the neighbouring 
communes, in order to shelter those 
who travelled from necessity, and to 
afford gratuitous aid to the poor. The 

S resent hospice is modern, Its pre- 
ecessor havmgbeen feloniously burnt 
by the innkeeper in 1852. It is a grim 
building of rough masonry, designed 
to resist a weight of snow. It contain 
60 beds. In cefls, the lower tier over a 
stable for goats and cows; but the 
kitchen affords good fare, better far 
than might be expected in a spot more 
than 6000 ft. above the sea, and far 
removed from- any other human dwell- 
ing. The establishment includes a man 
cook, washerwoman, and cobbler, and 
they have clothes to lend to drenched 
travellers. It is occupied by the inn- 
keeper ' from March to November. 
One servant passes the winter in the 
house, and two dogs, to detect tl^e 
approach of wanderers, for even in 
the depth of winter the hospice is 
resorted to by traders from the 
Hasli-thal and Yalais, who ex- 
change the cheese of the one for the 
wine and spirits of the other. Its 
situation is as wild as can be con- 
ceived, in a hollow, about 950 ft. below 
the summit of the pass, surrounded 
by walls and slopes of granite, on 
which the marks of ancient glaciers 
are seen 2000 ft. above the present 
bed of the valley. The rocks are 
broken, scarcely varied by patches 
of snow, which never melt even 
in summer, and by strips of grass 
and green moss, which shoot up 
between the stones, and are eagerly 
browsed by a flock of 150 goats. A 
considerable supply of peat is dug 
from a bog within a few yards of the 
door. In the bottom of this naked 
basin, close to the house, is a black 
tarn, or lake. Although entirely 
covered with snow in wmter, it is 
rarely frozen, as it is supplied from a 



warm spring. Beyond it lies a small 
pasturage, capable of supporting for a 
month or two the cows oelonging to 
the Hospice, and the servants' cross 
the lake twice a-day, in a boat, to 
milk them. It is a landscape worthy 
of Spitzbergen or Nova Zembla. 
This wilderness is the haunt of the 
marmot, whose shrill whistle fre- 
quently breaks the solitude ; and the 
chamois, become rare of late, still 
frequents the neighbouring heights j 
both animals contribute at times to 
replenish the larder of the Hospice. 

On the 22nd March, 1838, the 
Hospice was overwhelmed and crushed 
by an avalanche, which broke through 
the roof and floor, and filled all the 
rooms but that occupied by the ser- 
vant, who succeeded with difficulty in 
working his own way through the 
snow, along with his dog, and reached 
Meiringen in safety. 

In August, 1799, the Grimsel was 
the scene of a remarkable skirmish. 
The Au$trians were encamped upon 
it with the view of preventing the 
!French from penetrating into the 
Valley of the Rh6ne. They had 
possession of the whole declivity from 
the summit to the Hospice, with a 
force of rather less than 1500 men. 
The French under General . Gudin, 
consisting of about 3600 men, were 
posted in the neighbourhood of Gut- 
tannen. The Austrian commander. 
Colonel Strauch, naturally relied up- 
on the strength of his position, and 
the French General also considered it 
impregnable to an attack in front. 
He was therefore placed in a situation 
of great anxiety by receiving positive 
orders from Massena, to force the pass, 
on the 14th of August. Fahner, 
the landlord of the Inn at Guttannen, 
then undertook to guide the iFrench 
over the mountains and glaciers E. of 
the valley^ — the Gelmer^ Gersten^ and 
Nagelis Gr&tU — to the summit of the 
Grimsel in rear of the Austrian posi- 
tion. 

The next morning, early, Gudin 
confided about 400 men to the g^d- 
anceof Fahner; and himself advanced 
with the main body and attacked the 
Austn^an position in front— with the 
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oharacteristio impetuosity of Fremch 
soldiers. The Austrian commander 
was convinced that the attack couliji 
not succeed in this direction, l)ut drew, 
down the greater part of his force to 
repel it andsome sharp fighting ensued. 
Suddenly the Austrians were alarmed 
by firing on the heights to their rear; 
and its continuance, together with the 
impetuous advance of Gudin produced 
a panic which ended in a disorderly 
flight up the Grimsel, and over the 

?as8 in the direction of Oberge^telen. 
'he number of the killed is supposed 
not to have exceeded 150, of which the 
French composed a fifth part. The 
wounded Austrians were necessarily 
left to their fate, the nature of the 
ground rendering it impossible for 
such of their companions as escaped 
to remove them, and the French troops 
passed directly over into the valley 
of the Rhone. 

The source of the Aar lies in 
two enormous glaciers, the Ober and 
Unteraar'Gletschery to the W. of the 
Hospice. The peak seen from the 
Hospice is the Agassizhom (12,960 ft,), 
which 10 also visible from Grindel- 
wald. The Unteraar is the best 
worth visiting, and may be reached in 
1^ hr. from me Hospice. It is about 
9 m. long, and 1 to 2 broad and 
remarkab^ for the evenness of the 
surface and the rareness of crevasses. 
At about 5 m. from its lower end it 
divides into two branches. The rt., 
to the traveller ascending, is the 
Lauteraar Glacier; the 1., the Finsteraar 
Glade/; The two are separated by a 
rocky promontory called. Abschumng, 
which K>rms the base of a. huge rid^e, 
rising at the centre to the formidable 
Schreckhomj and ending over Grindel- 
wald with the Mettenberg. . On the 
B» side of the Finsteraar Glacier, 
which leads to the Strahleck ^ass, 
is the still more imposing summit of 
the Fmsteraarhohi, the fa^hest of the 
Bernese Alps. Owing to its great 
diiaepsious, and the e^se with which 
it maybe tn^versed in miost directions, 
the Unteraar Glacier has long at- 
traclied those who wished to study 
the phenomena of elaeiers. In 1827 
jSu^ evented a raae hut. on the ice 



npar the foot of the Abschwung. In 
1840 the remains of this hut were 
found by Agassiz to have advanced 
about 4600 n. In the following year 
Agassiz and a party of scientific 
&iends established themselves on the 
medial moraine in an equally rude 
shelter, which they stylea the Hotel 
des Neuchatelois, and here they con-* 
tinued during several successive sea? 
sons to carry on observations. A more 
secure and convenient dwelling was 

Erovidedby M. DoUfuss-Aussetof Mul- 
ouse. It has been in turn replaced! 
by a substantial hut, on the 1. bank of 
the glacier, 4 hrs. from the GrimseL 

A Panorama of the Grimsel an4 
neighbouring peaks and glaciers may 
be obtained from the Little Sidelhom 
(9075 ft.), the mountain just W. of the 
top of the pass ; its summit may be 
reached in 3 hours from the Hospice. 
The ascent is easy and the view mag. 
nificent^ The descent may be made 
to the Oberaar glacier, and thence by 
rough ground to the lower end of the 
Unteraar glacier, and the path to the 
Hospice. 

The Grf^ Sidelhom, further W., ia 
rough and steep towards the top, bui 
otherwise not difficult. It is 9449 ft. 
above the sea. 

The Juchlistock, cresting the wall of 
rock on the N. side of the Aar valley 
opposite the Sidelhom, and almost 
directljr over the Hospice, is another 
fine point of view. The first stream 
on the rt. leads to a gap in the ridge, 
along which it is a £ort scramble to 
the top. 

The Gaknstock, 11,798 ft, is an easy 
glacier. expedition from the Grimsel 
(5 or 6 hrs.) From the top of the Grim- 
sd.pass the Nagelis Giiitli, on the L, 
is cUmbed and crossed to the Hhfine 
glacier. The passage of the ice prer 
sents no difficmty, and the way then 
lies straight up the mountain. Crys- 
tals of topaz are often fonnd. De- 
scent may be made eitlier to the 
Furca or Bhone Glacier hotel. A 
good guide is necessary. In the first 
ascent a fatal accident nearly hap- 
pened through the giving way of a 
snow cornice. 

[For the glacier-passes leading to 
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Grindelwald, the Egtschhorn, and the 
Gadmenthal, see Rte. 27.] 

The bridle-path between the summit 
of the Grimsel and the glacier of the 
Bhonc called Maienwand, is steep, and 
better descended on foot. Guide not 
necessary in fine weather, except per- 
haps to show where the paths to the 
Rhone glacier and Obergestelen di- 
verge. 

The summit of the Grimsel pass 
(6446 ft. above the sea, 950 ft. above 
the Hospice) is 2 m. by a steep path, 
marked near the top by tall poles 
to guide the wayfarer in the snow. 
Here the path divides. The rt.- 
hand track, formerly in general 
use, leads directly to Obergestelen, 
that on the 1. to the Rhone glacier, 
and a pedestrian should be careful not 
to miss the turning. Just beyond it 
is the dismal tarn called Todten See, 
or Lake of the Dead, from the corpses 
of French and Austrian soldiers, who 
were thrown into it by way of burial. 
It is surrounded by a bleak and bar- 
ren waste of granite. The path now 
reaches the culminating point of the 
road, and begins at once the descent 
of the Maienwand (celebrated for its 
flowers). The first portion of the way 
is the worst of the whole, being very 
steep and often muddy, but it soon 
brings the tarveller in sight of the 
Rhone glacier, snowy Galenstock, and 
zigzags of the Furca. The dislocation 
of the ice-fall, the spreading out of the 
glacier below, and the system of cre- 
vasses are well seen from this point. 
[By keeping to the L on the descent, 
3ie pedestrian with a guide may avoid 
part of the Maienwand, and cross the 
glacier to the Furca road.] At the 
foot of the Maienwand the traveller 
finds himself on the highway, which 
connects the valleys of the Rhine and 
Rhone, and at a large and excellent 
inn the 

BSlei Belvedere, 5750 ft., a centre 
between the Furca, Grimsel, and £g- 
gischhom ; a dinner always about 
1 P.M., when the diligences arrive. 
Fnglisk and R, Catholic Ch, S. Behind 
the inn are two tepid sources which 
dispute with the glacier torrent the 
title of Source of the Rhone. 



Rhone Glactert one of the grandest 
in Switzerland, fit cradl6 for so mighty 
a stream. It formerly filled the head 
of the valley from side to side, and 
appeared piled up against the shoulder 
of the Galenstock, whose tall peak 
rises behind it. It is now much 
shrunk, and, from the measurements 
of Swiss engineers, it appears that in 
the 19 years before 1876 the glacier 
had retreated a quarter of a mUe and 
sunk 300 feet. The annual decrease 
from 70 to 100 ft., has lately been 
indicated by lines of black paint on 
the rocky bed. 

The belt of mountains is well seen 
by a walk on the glacier to the foot of 
the ice-fall. 

The heights above the sea, in Eng. 
ft., of the Rhone at various points in 
its course are as follows: — At foot of 
glacier, 5750; at Brieg, 2302; at Sion, 
1630; at Lake of Geneva, 1230; at 
Fort de TEcluse. 1066 ; at Seyssel, 802. 

A path leads up the mountain side 
(1. from the hotel) to the higher 
reaches of the Rhone glacier, whence 
there is a g;lorious view of the Galen- 
stock and ice-fields — a pleasant after- 
noon strolL 

[The pass of tlve Rhone and Trift 
Glaciers to Stein on the Susten, or 
to Imhof, may be broken by passing 
the night at the Swiss A. C. hut above 
the ice-fall of the Trift. The descent 
of the rocks by the side of this ice- 
fall — ^particularly near the bottom — is 
the principal difficulty (Rte. 27a.). 

The Galenstock may be ascended 
from this hotel or the Furca; with 
greater ease from the latter.] 

Diligence daily from Andermatt 
over the Furca to Brieg (Rtes. 26 tt, 
28). Rhone Glacier to Brieg, 12 fr. 
60 cent; to Andermatt, 8 ft*. 50 cent. 
Two-horse carriage to Hospenthal, 
50 fr. 

B. Rhone Glacier to Hospenthdl or 
Andermatt, Furca Pass, 

The Tnn of the Glacier of the Rhone 
is on the diligence-road from Brieg to 
Andermatt. The diligences takea&ut 
12 hrs. over the whole distance, and 
about 4^ hrs. from the Rhone Glacier 
to Andermatt,^ tojnijjt,^!^ If. dm 
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Glacier. 1-horse carriage from the 
Rhone Glacier to Andermatt 25 fr., 
2-horse 50 fr. 

The carriage-road oyer the Furca 
from Obergestelen to Andermatt was 
completed by the Swiss Government 
in 1867, at the small cost of 255,000/., 
and is much admired as a magnificent 
specimen of road-making. It ascends 
by bold zigzags to a great height, and 
abuts at some of the angles upon the 
edge of the precipice oyerhang^g the 
glacier, and thus commands a near 
yiew of an ice-fall, and its yawning 
crevasses, at the elbow of one of these 
zigzags is a small Inn. Except the 
Stelvio, no other carriage-road brings 
you into such intimacy with a glacier. 
From the higher terraces, views, en- 
tirely lost on the old path, open out, of 
the Alpine chain from Monte Leone to 
the Weisshom, and of the dark Ober- 
land giants, the Schreckhom and Ein- 
steraarhom, which are beautifully 
seen from this road. The steepest 
part of the ascent is mastered by 7 
sweeping zigzags, which bring the 
traveller to the summit of the pass, 
or Fork between two peaks, firom 
which it receives its name of 

Furcaj 7992 ft above the sea (Inn: 
H. de la Furca, Milller's, with 50 beds, 
a very eood inn, where Q. Victoria 
staid 3 days in 1868). 

[The mule-path up the Furca Is 
duU and without view. The carriage- 
road is far finer. The path on toe 
descent to Hospenthal is also dull 
and tedious. 

A direct rte. from the Furca Inn 
to the Grimsel, across the higher 
part of the Rhone gl. and near 
Nagelis Gr'atil, is a delightful walk of 
Sh hrs.] 

The Galenatock (11,798 ft.), whose 
summit is seen glittering on moonlight 
nights from the windows of the inn, 
can be ascended without much diffi- 
culty in 4 hrs. with a good guide ; 
2 hrs. snow and ice. The snow cor- 
nice must be carefully avoided. Guide 
15 fr. The view is most magnificent, 
as the mountain stands like a watch- 
tower, looking down the long vale of 
the Bhone, and on this account super- 
sedes its slightly higher neighbours, 



the Rhonestock and Dammastock. 
Just imder it is the Trifc glacier ; 
between it and the Gletscherhorn 
the Tiefen glacier. Finsteraarhom, 
Schreckhom, Sustenhom, and other 
great peaks, are well seen. It is 
possible to descend to the GrimseL 

Furcahom (1 hr. above the Inn) at 
sunset or sunrise is the common ex- 
cursion. For the higher of the two 
Furcahomer, 2^ hrs., up and down, 
a guide might be required. 

E. of the pass the carriage-road 
keeps high up on the side of the moun- 
tain, and the views from it over the 
Siedeli glacier are fine. The Inn Zum 
Tiefengletscher is the only house be- 
tween the Furca Hotel and Realp. 
Hence there is a pass, the Winter- 
liicke, to the Geschenen Alp (see Rte. 
34). The descent into the valley of 
Urseren is eifected by the new road 
in a long series of serpentine wind- 
ings, from which are views over the 
monotonous vale of Urseren. 

Eealp (Inn: H. des Alpes ; Zur 
Post). Glacier pass to Oberwald 
(see Rte. 28). Bealp is 9 m« from 
the Furca, and about 4 m. of duU 
level road from 

Hoapenthaly on the St. Gothard 
(Inns: Meyerhof, a large and ex- 
cellent hotel ; Goldener Lowe, civil 
landlord), or 2^ m. farther to An- 
dermatt (Rte. 34). 

From Hospenthal to the Furca, in 
a carriage, 3^ hrs. ; Furca to the 
Rhone gEicier, 1 hr. 



ROUTE 27. 

THE OLACIER PASSES LEADING TO OR 
FROM THE ORIMSEL. 

Besides the bridle-road leading over 
the Grimsel there are several passes 
in different directions, suited to those 
who are in good condition for walk- 
ing, and accustomed to ice. 

A. Qadmenihai to Grimsel. Trlft 
LimmL 
About 12 or 18 hfgg by vjuu^ic 
B 
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This fine pass by the Trift and 
Khdne glaciers to the Grimsel or 
Rhone glacier hotel runs from Stein 
(landlord's son a good guide), or from 
Mtlhlestalden. 1 long day, or 2 by 
sleeping at theTrift-hut. From Stein 
(Rte. 32) itisadoublepass. Easy ascent 
of 2 hrs. by the Stein and Steinlimmi 
glaciers, with Sustenhom and Thier- 
berge, 1., to the Steinlimmi-joch, 8800 ft. 
Steep descent down debris and tiie 
Drosi glacier (directly opposite the 
Furtwang) to lie Trift gl., where the 
rte. joins Uiat from 

Miihlestalden, Opposite this village 
opens the narrow gorge of the Trift^ 
bach, flowing from the Trift glacier. 
The glacier is reached in 2^ hrs., and 
the path mounts the shoulder of the 
Windegg^ on the W. side of the ice-fall, 
E. of which rise the precipices of the 
Madolf shorn and Gyglistock, to a ch&let, 
3 hrs., where a night's rest on cleaii 
hay may be obtained. It is the point 
from whence the Siemhaushom (10,350 
ft.), overlooking the valley of Hasli, 
may most easily be ascended, or a 
passage made to Guttannen, by the 
Furtioang, 8700 ft., and Stemhaus Alp, 
For nearly an hour above the lower 
ice-fall the glacier presents no dif- 
ficulty; it then rises steeply in shat- 
tered masses, and it is necessary to 
climb the rocks on the E. side — a 
spur of the Thierberge called Thal- 
tistock — formidable in appearance, 
but not really difficult At the top, 
(4 hrs. from Miihlestalden) is the 
Trift-haus, a hut built by the Swiss 
Alpine Club (bring the key and fire- 
wood) furnished with cooking uten- 
sils, bags for sleeping, &c. It stands 
in a commanding position above 
the ice-fall, with grand view of the 
weathered peaks and wastes of 
snow. From this point two hrs. of 
gradual ascent lead to the summit 
of the flattened ridge which separates 
the Trift from the Rhone glacier, 
about 10,000 Eng. ft. Here the wild 
Oelmerkdmer, rt^ and 1. the Schnee- 
stock, Dammastock, Bhonestock, and 
Galenstock, open to the view, and on 
the descent of the glacier the beauti- 
ful chain of th« Upper Valais. The 
ridge to the L, between the Galen- 



stock and Sustenhom, overlooks the 
remote valley of Geschenen. The 

Sisses across it are noticed in Rte. 34. 
n the upper part of the Rh6ne glacier 
the rte. keeps to the L, and then crosses 
diagonally. There are many con- 
cealed crevasses. The best course 
to the Grimsel is by the Todten See, 
and on the same side of the glacier is 
the most direct path to the Rhone 
glacier hotel, but another way is un- 
der the Galenstock, and so aown by 
the ' steep bank to the Furca road. 
With good guides a traveller may 
strike to the 1. from the upper plateau 
of the Rhone glacier, along the slopes 
of the Galenstock, and reach the 
Furca Inn. 

B. Grindelwald to Grmisel. StmUeck 
and Lauteraar Jock. 

StrafUeck, 12 to 14 hrs. Guide to 
the Grimsel 40 fr. This well-known 
pass is one of the grandest in the 
Alps. The time required depends 
altogether on the state of the snow. 
It is best taken from the Grimsel side, 
the ascent is less considerable, and 
the views (particuliarly of the Fin- 
steraarhom) are on the whole finer. 
The hard day's work may be broken 
by sleeping in the new Club hut on 
the Schwarzenegg, 4 hrs. from Grin- 
delwald ; or at the Pavilion by the 
Aar Glacier, if the traToller attacks 
the pass from the Grimsel side ; but 
the usual practice is to start early and 
walk through in one day. 

The path, on leaving Grindelwald, 
ascends the grass slopes on the R 
side of the Lower Grindelwald glacier, 
and then passes along the rocks over- 
hanging the lower icefalL After de- 
scending a ladder near the Barenegg 
hut clamped against fthe faoe of a 
cliff (Rte. 25c)t the JSiameer, 2 hrs., is 
reached and followed on eitlier bank, 
past the Zasenberg chalets to the cen- 
tral ioefall, l^ hr. Here the rocks on 
the £. side are the ahortdst course, 
but they are difficult to reach when 
the ice is low, and the easier slopes 
on the W. are often preferred. Thus 
the traveller mounts (1 hr.) to the high 
plateau of neve-»the ^QberEisme^r — 
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where the grander scenery of the pass 
opens to view. On the 1. the dark 
rocky peak of the Schreckhom — Peak 
of Terror — on the rt. the cirque of the 
Viescherhbrnerj and in front, under 
the Strahlgrat, one of the wildest of 
ice- falls. Continuing along the glacier 
(which is here without crevasses), 
and passing immediately below two 
steep lateral glaciers, a nearly pre- 
cipitous wall of snow is reached, 
forming the end of the valley, 1 hr. 
At this point the traveller turns to 
the left, and, by ascending for 2 hrs. 
snow slopes, steep enough to require 
roping and care, gains Sie top of the 
pass. 

The summit of the Strahleck (Sun- 
beam comer) is, indeed, the perfection 
of wild scenery. Vegetation there 
is none, save a few of the smallest 
gentianellas. The height is 10,994 
feet, and the pass lies in the very 
centre of the most elevated group 
of the Oberland Alps, between the 
Schreckhom and Finsteraarhom. The 
latter peak has been reached from this 
side by a steep snow-slope leading to 
its W. ridge, but is usually climbed 
from the hut on the Aletsch Gla- 
cier (see Rte. 29). The upper part 
of the Finsteraar Glacier is divided 
longitudinally by crags called iheMU- 
telgrat or StraMgrat, which are con- 
nected with the Schreckhom by a 
transverse ridge. The Strahleck lies 
across this ridge, which terminates 
at the Mittelgrat. To the W. of 
it, under the Finsteraarhom and 
Agassizhom, a common neV^ unites 
the glaciers of Finsteraar and Grin- 
delwald, forming the pass of the Fin- 
steraar Jock, which is shorter but more 
difficult than the Strahleck, and better 
taken &om the Grindelwald side. 

The descent from the summit to- 
wards the Finsteraar Glacier by the 
well-known wall of the Strahleck, 800 
ft. high, and sloping at an ai^^l® of 
about 48°, forms the principal difficulty 
of this expedition. Ordinarily, when 
proper precautions are taken, there 
18 no real risk. Just below the steepest 
part a wide crevasse or hergschrund 
must be passed, but this is generally 
pretty well bridged over with snow; 



the slope soon becomes less formidable, 
and before long the travellers may 
safely run or slide down to the neve» 
From the foot of the passage, which 
may occupy about 1 hr., the Ab- 
schwun^, where the hut which re- 
places we Pavilion DoUfuss is situ- 
ated, maybe reached in l^hr.: thence 
to the hospice of the (Jrimsel will 
take a good walker 3 hours, two of 
them on the ice. 

In 1866, at Christmas, Messrs. A. 
Moore and Walker, wdth 3 guides, 
crossed the Finsteraar Joch from 
Grindelwald and returned by the 
Strahleck, in 22 hrs. More recently 
the summits of the Schreckhom, Wet- 
terhom and Jungfrau have been 
attained in January by Mr. W. A. B. 
Coolidge. 

The pass of the Lauteraar Jock, 
at the head of the Upper Grindelwald 
glacier, leading under the rocky ledges 
and precipices of the Wetterhomer, is 
very striking in its scenery, and forms 
a worthy rival to the Strahleck. It 
requires at least 16 hrs.* walking, 
which con be divided by sleeping 
at the •*Weisshorn" hut above the 
old Gleckstein Cave. As the Upper 
Grindelwald Glacier descends almost 
from its source in an impassable lce« 
fall, and the sides of the Mettenberg 
are nearly perpendicular, the path has 
to be carried among the crags of the 
Wetterhom. It begins in a mere 
geissweg^ or goat-track, called the 
Bnge, which in 2 J hrs. leads by a dizsy 
rte. to a little slope of green and some 
rocks named Flatten. From this point 
the traveller has to climb to another 
plateau — the iSbft57i6«A/— commanding 
a most magnificent view, and then up 
rocks and ladders to the ** Weisshom^* 
ffut (4^ hrs.). Here mountaineers 
who make this passage, or ascend 
the Wetterhom, can pass the night. 
Above this spot rises another tier 
of precipices, which has to be sur- 
mounted in order to reach the n^ve. 
Hence it is comparatively plain sailing 
to the col, which lies on a steep ridee, 
10,354 ft. above the sea, between tne 
Schreckhom and the Berglistock, 
11,998 ft., which can be ascended from 
the col in about 2 hrs. The descent 
B 2 
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from the col to the Lauteraar Glacier 
is short but excessively steep, but this 
is the last difficulty. When the n^ve 
is gained it is a walk of sonke 6 hrs. 
to the GrimseL 

C. Grmsel to the Eg^ischhofn, Oberaar- 
joch, 

14 hrs., including rest at the col. 
(>uide, 35 fr. 

This pass is a hard day's work, 
but the grandeur of scenery will well 
repay any traveller who may traverse 
it in fine weather. 

It is advisable to start very early 
from the Grimsel, as the path on 
the Eggischhom side is puzzling 
after dark. The shortest way from 
the hospice is by the Sidelhom and 
Triibten See, but as this cannot be 
traversed by starlight, the ordinary 
rte. is to the Unteraar glacier, and then 
up the rough ground, 1., to the valley 
of the Oberaar and chalets at the foot of 
the glacier. This is almost as easily 
traversed as the lower glacier (27, b), 
but the ascent to the Col (which pre- 
sents no difficulty worth mentionmg) 
is rather more rapid. Bt. are passed 
the Zinkenstockf and Thierberg, stream- 
ing with glaciers, 1. the Gross Sidel- 
horn and Zdffelhorn, The summit of 
the pass, 10,624 ft., is reached in 6 
hrs., and hence the Oberaarhom, 11,923 
ft., if time permits it, should be as- 
cended. It is easy, by a snow slope, 
in 1^ hr.. and commands a very fine 
view. Tne Viescher Glacier is much 
cut up by crevasses, particularly the 
main stream, which runs N. W. by 
the Finsteraarhom to the Almerhom 
and Great Viescherhom. From the 
Oberaarjoch the traveller descends 
the sloping nev^ of the smaller branch 
towards the point of junction at the 
base of the JRothhom, where a hut has 
been erected. From this point there 
are two ways to the Eggischhom. 
On reaching the ice on the other side 
of the hut it is possible (1) to traverse 
the Walliser Viescher Firnasfar as the 
foot of the Griinhornliicke, to cross 
this gap on to the Aletsch Glacier, and 
thence by the ordinary Concordia 
hat route to the Eggischhom (round 



about as it may seem, this is perhaps 
on the whole the best way), (2) 
To keep along the right bank of the 
Viescher Glacier to a place known as 
" In der Trift.** Here it is necessary 
to descend down a slippery water- 
course to the glacier again, and if the 
exact spot is not hit, very great dif-« 
ficulty will be found in so doing, as 
the ice has shrunk away enormously. 
The glacier once reached there is no 
further difficulty, and the way leads 
now by glacier and now by moraine 
to the foot of the path leatung to the 
Hotel de la Jungfrau. There are 3 
ways up to the hotel, but the usual 
rte. is by a badly traced path, and 
watercourse, round the E. shoulder 
of the mountain. After dark it would 
be better to go by the Maijelen See 
and the mule-path over the ridge. 

SiuderjocK In 1863 a pass parallel 
to the Oberaarjoch, but considerably 
higher, was made a little N. of the 
Oberaarhom. A glacier hanging on 
the E. of the Studerhom enables a 
climber to scale the cliffs from the 
Finsteraar glacier, and a descent is 
made to the Viescher glacier by an 
ice- slope and couloir. Grimsel to the 
col 7 hrs. An easier pass W. of the 
Studerhorn was made in 1868. It 
has been called the Uhteraarjoch, 

D. Grimsel to Meiringen, over the 
Lauteraar and Gauli Glaciers, 

"We set out from the hospice of 
the Grimsel a little after 5 a.m. For 
some distance the route is the same as 
that of the Strahleck, but, instead of 
turning to the 1. up the Finsteraar 
gl., it inclines to the rt. along the 
Lauteraar gL nearly to its head, where 
the ridge of the Lauteraarsattel runs 
across from the Schreckhom to the 
Schneehom. Here we turned to our 
rt, and commenced the ascent of the 
steep ridge of rock which, running 
from the last-named mountain, forms 
the boundary between the Lauteraar 
and Gauli glaciers. After having 
reached about half its height, we 
turned again to our rt. for some dis- 
tance, paralle^dlQ)ytJi§itog«i»ar gla- 
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cier, till we came to where the passage 
of the ridge is to foe made. The ascent 
is up rode and loose shingle to the 
summit, which is very narrow. On 
the northern side the descent is down 
an extremely steep slope of hard frozen 
snow, which occupied nearly 1 hr. be- 
fore we reached the Gauli glacier, 
down which we slid, and before 2 
o'clock were off the ice. The route 
then is down the Urbach Thai, and 
in parts very steep. At Hof we struck 
in upon the roaa to Meiringen, and 
reached that town a little after 6 
o'clock, having been 13 hrs., including 
stoppages, in coming by this pass from 
the Grimsel; 5^ hrs. were upon the 
ice.**— i2. F, 

The ascent to the Gauli Pass 
from the Lauteraar glacier lies be- 
tween the Berglistockj N., and Ewig 
Schneehom (eternal-snow horn) S., the 
first of the Oberland peaks ascended, 
reached in i hr. from the pass, and 
commanding magnificent views. N. 
of the Berelistock rise the 3 peaks of 
the Wetterhomer, and E. of them an 
opening in the ridge, csdled Wetter^ 
limmi, enables the traveller to pass to 
the WettereiaTneer, and to descend by 
the Bosenlaui Glacier to Bosenlaui. 



ROUTE 28. 

BlIONE GLACIER TO BRIEQ. UPPEB 
RHONE VALLEY. 

Bhone Glacier to Miles. 

Obergestelen 6 

Mfiiiater 4 

Vlesch 13 

Brieg 12 



The diligences from Andermatt to 
Brie^ halt for dinner at the Bhone 
Glacier Hotel, and take from it to 
Brieg 5 hrs. down, 7 hrs. up: fare 
12 fr. 50 c. Carriage, 1-horse 30 fr., 
2 -horse 60 fr. 

Soon after leaving the hotel, the 
carriage descends by the steep zigzags 
of the new road, from which the tra- 
veller sees before him, for many a 
jnile, tjie valjey of thp Bho^e. Tlie 



Upper Valais is one Ions undulating 
meadow, dotted with vulages — little 
clusters of black timber houses round 
a church. The mountain sides are 
forested. The natives of the Upper 
Valais are a distinct and apparently 
superior race to those of the Lower. 
The language is German. As the 
traveller iourneys onward he has a 
glorious object in view as far as Viesch 
— the snow-peak of the Weisshorn. 
On looking back, he sees the Galen- 
stock, one of the Pillars of the Sun, 
above the sources of the Bhone. 

3| m. Oberwald {Inn: H. de la 
Furca). The highest village of the 
Uijper Valais, 4456 ft. Some fair 
euides. [The Oerenthal here opens 1., 
leading to the principal summits of 
the St. Gothard group. Glacier passes 
lead to the Hospice of All' Acqua, on 
the Niifenen pass, or to Bealp. Pizzo 
Botondo, the highest peak (10,489 ft.), 
may be climbed.] 

2 m. Obergestelen (Fr., Haut Ch&til- 
lon). This village was burnt to the 
pound, Sept. 2, 186S, but is now re- 
built of stone; before, it was of wood. 
It is the depot for the cheeses expoi^d 
by canton Berne to Italy, and a place 
of some traffic, as it lies at the junction 
of the roads over the Grimsel, Furca, 
Niifenen, and Gries (Bte. 62). 

In 1720, 84 men were killed here 
by an avalanche, and lie buried in 
one grave in the churchyard. 

1^ m. Ulrichen {Inn: Zum Gries, 
homely). Opposite opens the valley 
of Egmen, leading to the Gries and 
the Nufenen (Bte. 63). 

2^ m. MunsteTf a Post stat. with 
40 Inhab., and a good 7nn, La Croix 
d'Or, in full view of the peak of the 
Weisshorn. 10 fr. for horse and car- 
riage to Viesch, 18 fr. to Brieg; 20 fr. to 
Visp. From Miinster the ascent of the 
Lffffelhom (10,138 Eng. ft.) may be 
made in about 5 hrs.' descent by 
Triitzi Pass to GrimseL The view of 
the Finsteraarhom is singularly fine, 
but the panorama in other respects not 
equal to that from the Eggischhom. 

Heckingen, with a handsome ch. 

4i m. Niederwald {Inn), Some 2 m. 
further tl^e traveller reaches the se- 
cond ^eat step of the Bhope valley, 
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and descends through a wild wood of 
pines covering an ancient moraine of 
the Viescher glacier to 

4 m. Viesch or Fiesch {Inns : H. du 
Glacier, Poste; H. des Alpes: both 
good. 1-horse carriage to Rhone 
Glacier, 20 fr.: a return often to 
be had for 10 fr.: and 2 persons are 
commonly taken for diligence fare. 
To Briee 10 fr.), at the entrance of 
a side riJley, blocked b^ the Viescher 
glacier, above which rise the peaks 
called the Walliser Yiescherhdmer. 
The tradition that a path once led 
np this valley, now entirely filled by 
the glacier, to GrindelwaM is with- 
out any solid foundation. 

Aemen, on the other side of the 
Rhone, is the burial-place of Prof. 
Tyndall's fav6urite guide — the brave 
Benneny killed by an avalanche on the 
Haut deCry, Feb. 1864. 

[From Viesch are several pasdes 
through the Binnenthal to the Val 
Formazza(Rte. 61), Eggischhorn(next 
Bte.), or to Isella (Rte. 61).^ 

From Viesch the high road proceeds 
to 

IJ m. Laax (Inn: Croix Blanche), 
and beyond it passes a romantic defile, 
where the road descends, by a series 
of zigzags, the third great step of 
the Rhone valley to the bridge of 
Grengiols or Grdngenbrucke, 

5 m. Mdrel (Inns: H. des Alpes; 
H. Eggischhorn). Here the direct path 
to the Rieder Alp turns off (3 hrs.). 

4 m. Natersy a village of 600 In- 
hab., in a beautiful situation and a 
milder climate, where the chestnut 
begins to flourish. Above it rises 
the ruined castle of Auf der Fliih, or 
Supersax, 

The stream of the Massa, issuing 
from the Aletsch Glacier, here joins 
the Rhone. The volume of its waters 
is greater than that of any other 
glacier-stream in the Alps. 

A wooden bridge lesixls across the 
Rhone to the great Simplon road at 

1 m. Brieg (Inns : Trois Oouronnes 
or la Poste ; H. d*Angleterre ; good). 
(Rte. 59,) 



From Brieg the Bel Alp may be 
ascended in 4 hrs. Horse and man 
15 fr. Csee next Rte.)» 



ROUTE 29. ^ 

THE EGGISCHHORN, RIEDER ALP^ AND 
BEL ALP. THE MONCH JOCH AND 
GREAT PEAKS OF THE OBERLAND. 

The Eggischhorn — There are 4 ways 
of reaching the Eggischhorn. — a, from 
Viesch, 2^ hrs.; 6, from Lax, 2^ hrs.; 
<;, from Morel, by the Rieder Alp, 
5} hrs.; d, from the Bel Alp, 4^ hrs. 
The first 3 are horsepaths. 

a. From Viesch. For nearly an hour 
the path mounts by zigzags through 
a pine-forest, whose shade affords 
protection from the sometimes op> 
pressive heat of the sun. The track 
IS intersected by slides, which 
serve for the small sledges, in which 
cheeses, hay, &c, are conveyed from 
the upper pastures. About 10 m. 
walk to the L of a small hut where re- 
freshments are sold, are some curious 
pinnacles formed by the protection of 
large stones which ward off the rain, 
which has washed away the surround- 
ing soil. Above the forest the path 
mounts by gentle slopes. The views 
are not very striking, but a little to 
the 1. of the path the ^rand ranges 
which encircle Saas and Zermatt are 
seen, the most conspicuous peak being 
the exquisitely-pointed pyramid of 
the Dom, the summit of the Saas Grat 
(Rte. 122). The path winds along the 
eastern slopes of the Eggischhorn, 
and in 2^ hrs. from Viesch the travel- 
ler reaches the excellent 

Eggischhorn Hotel Eng, Ch, S,^ 7195 
ft. it does not command so striking a 
view, but is better situated for glacier 
expeditions than the rival houses on 
the Rieder Alp and Bel Alp. 

Permanent guides at the Hotel, 
A. Minnig, L. Seiler ; both good« 

Many excursions can be made. 

a. The first object of attraction is, 
of pourse, the summit of tjip JP^gisch" 



Switzerland. 
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horn — 1^ hr. A bridle-path nearly to 
the top (9649 ft.). 

Other panoramas may be more 
beautiful, but in one respect the view 
from the Eg^schhom is unrivalled. 
It displays in its entirety the largest 
glacier in the Alps. 

The vast snow-fields which cover 
the southern flank of the Bernese Alps 
send down two great glaciers towards 
the valley of the Bhone. The lesser 
of these, the Yiescher glacier, has been 
already referred to (Rte. 27, c). The 
ffreater, the Aletsch glacier — originates 
in the basin which is enclosed by the 
peaks of the Aletschhom, Jnngfrau, 
Monch, and Walliser Viescherhomer. 
Its length, from the Monch Sattel to 
the source of the Massa at its base, is 
about 16 m., with an average breaxlth 
of 1 J m.; and by its extent and the 
uniformity of its slope, it far better 
deserves the name of a Mer de Glace, 
or Eismeer, than any other glader in 
the Alps. 

Prom the Monch Sattel, between 
the Monch and the Jungfrau,the main 
stream preserves for some 8 m. a 
nearly straight course, a little E. of S., 
until it abuts against a steep pyra* 
midal mountain, which lies exactly in 
its course. By this it is deflected to 
the rt., or S. W. ; its slope becomes 
somewhat more rapid, and its bed 
narrower, till it finally disappears 
from sight in the deep ravine of the 
Massa. The mountain which thus 
turns aside the flow of the Aletsch 
glacier is the Uggischhorn (probably 
from the German Fckig^Comer Peak). 
It commands a full view of the entire 
course oS the glacier, and of the 
grand range of peaks which surround 
it, in itself an unsurpassed combina- 
tion of grand natural objects; but, 
besides these, the panorama which it 
presents in dear weather includes 
many of the highest summits of the 
Alps. Taken in the order in which 
they present themselves, we haveMont 
Blanc; the Grand Combin, the peaks 
of Arolla, the Weisshom, Matterhom, 
Mischabel, Monte Eosa, Fletschhorn, 
Monte Leonie ; the range extending 
from thence to the St. Gothard; the 
Galenstock, Oberaarhom, and Fin- 



steraarhorn, succeeded by the Eiger, 
Monch, and Jungfrau. The traveller 
who comes from the valleys of Canton 
Berne, will scarcely recognise the 
magnificent peaks which hang over the 
Wengem Alp in the three snow hum- 
mocks rising out of the vast snow plain 
which is the source of the Aletsch 
glacier. The noblest feature in the 
view is the Aletschhorn, the second in 
height of the Oberland range, which 
rises in a stately pyramid immediately 
opposite the spectator. There is pro- 
bably no other spot so easy of access 
from which all these summits are 
visible. Among other objects of in- 
terest the Viescher glacier, which is 
rather an ice-cataract than an ice- 
river (Rte. 27, c), should not be over- 
looked. It presents a striking con- 
trast with the tranquil and scarcely 
ruffled flow of the great Aletscn 
glacier. 

Looking downwards some 2000 ft, 
another remarkable and almost unique 
object is seen, which, however, re- 
quires a nearer visit to be fuUy 
appreciated. Immediately N. of the 
Eggischhorn the ridge separating the 
Aletsch and Viescher glaciers is de- 
pressed into a plateau, 2 or 3 m. in 
length, and nearly ' J m. wide. On 
one side the Aletsch glacier rises 
above the level of this vale in steep 
cliffs of ice, forming a barrier to the 
outflow of water. Hence that which 
accumulates in summer, from the 
drainage of the surrounding moun- 
tains, lorms a small lake called the 
Marjelen See^ upon whose cold surface 
the blocks that fall away from the 
cliffs float as miniature icebergs. The 
cliffs rise about 50 ft. above the water, 
and are grounded at a depth varying 
from 34 to 97 ft. In order to prevent 
the lake from unduly encroaching 
upon tibe adjacent pasture, a channel 
has been dug, by which the surplus 
water escapes in the opposite direc- 
tion ; but from time to time the on- 
ward movement of the Aletsch glacier 
opens some sub-glacial channel, when 
the lake rapidly falls, leaving a whole 
fleet of icebergs stranded on the 
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Sect. I. 



6. The Mdrjelen^ See is 2 hrs.* walk 
by a bridle-patb from the hotel. This 
excursion is often combined with the 
ascent of the Eggischhom and a yisit 
to the Aletsch Racier, which is easy of 
access, and in that part pretty free 
from dangerous crevasses, but it is 
only after walking some miles upon 
its surface that a true impression can 
be formed of the extent of this sea of 



c. The Aletsch Glacier, — Travellers 
desirous to form a correct idea of the 
phenomena of the ice-world, may 
make such excursions as their powers 
enable them on this vast field. Its 
extent will be fully appreciated by 
those who can reach the huts on 
the upper glacier used as sleeping- 
quarters by mountaineers, or descend 
from the Marjelen See to the Bel 
Alp. Either will take some 5 hrs.; to 
the huts and back is a long day. 
Good guides are, of course, necessary. 

In a walk to the Faulberg hut, 5 
m. from the Maijelen See, the Walliser 
Viescherhdrner are seen rt., the Olmen- 
horn and Dreieckhom 1., and there is 
a grand distant view to the Zermatt 
mountains. Beyond the hut an open- 
ing, called the Grunhom Luoke, points 
the way to the Finsteraarhom, and 
divides the Walliser Viescherhomer 
from those of Grindelwald. To 
the N. are the summits of the 
Jungfran (1.) and Monch (rt.) with 
the rocks of the Kranzherg S. of the 
former, and those of the Trtujberg S. 
of the latter — (Trugberg, Deceitful 
Mountain^ because mistaken by Agas- 
siz and his guides for the Jungfrau). 
The Faulberg hut was a great im- 

Erovement on the old cave. A new 
ut, called the Concordia Hiitte, has 
lately been erected half an hour higher 
up the glacier. The walk should 
bo extended to the basin of neve. 
When not overcrowded, a night spent 
in one of these refuges involves no 
serious discomfort, and the traveller 
is rewarded by witnessing the most 
sublime effects of the snow-world. 

d. A longer expedition is to the 
^iger Jochf pr depression separating 



the Monch from the Eiger (to be pre- 
ferred to the Jungfrau tloch) ; but it is 
a fatiguing walk, especially if there be 
fresh snow. The contrast afforded by 
the view over the green Alps of the 
Oberland and the plain of Switzerland, 
after having been so long confined to 
the Polar sc.enery of the fields of nev^, 
is very striking. The first ascent of 
this difficult pass from the Wengem 
Alp was accomplished in 1859, by 
Messrs. Leslie Stephen and W. and 
G. S. Mathews, with Ulrich Lauener, 
J. B. Croz and M. Charlet, guides. 

Of the glacier routes by which the 
traveller from the Eggischhom may 
penetrate the icy wilderness, there 
are only three sufficiently practicable 
and useful to call for notice here. 
The Oberaar Joch already described 
(Rte. 27, 0), the LotschenlUcke (Kte. 
38, B), and the Monch Joch. 

The Mdnch Joch is the most tra- 
versed of the eaps connecting the 
Eggischhom and the valleys of the 
LUtschine, and the easiest, although 
the descent is sometimes difficult. 
(Guide 20 fr. to the col ; 60 to Grin- 
delwald.) The upper region of the 
Aletsch glacier had been attained 
from Grindelwald by this route in 
1828, in one of the early attacks on 
the Jungfrau. The Mdnch Joch 
was opened as a pass, thirty years 
later, oy an Enffiish party. The 
traveller ascends we Aletsch glacier 
nearly to the base of the Monch, 
and then crosses the ridge con- 
necting the Monch with the Y iescher 
Grat ; hence he descends the s€racs 
of the S. branch of the Lower 
Grindelwald glacier to Grindelwald. 
It is a pass of about 16 hrs. Bat the 
distance is much shortened by sleep- 
ing at the ** Concordia," or at the 
Bergli hut. The latter is on the N. 
side of the pass, 6 or 7 hrs. from 
Grindelwald. 

From the Eiger Joch a very narrow 
ardte, broken by teeth projecting from 
the ice, rises towards the sununit 
of the 

Eiger, 13,045 ft This fine moan- 
tain, which stands out like a promon- 
tory towards the Grindelwald glacier, 
is usually asc^g^^^dA^m tlie Wpngern 
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Alp by the rocks of the N.W. face. 
(See Rte. 25, c.) 

The Mdnch, 13,468 ft., is a diffi- 
cult mountain, the Trugberg ridge, 
generally selected for the ascent, being 
steep and narrow, and liable to be 
cornicTied, and near the top of ice. 
The first ascent was made by Herr 
Porges of Vienna, by the ridge fall- 
ing to the Monch Joch, The second 
successful attempt was in 1863 by 
Mr. Macdonald, with Chr. Aimer 
and Helchior Anderegg. They started 
from the Eaulberg cave, where there 
is now a hut, ascended by the S.E. 
or Tri^berg ridge, and returned the 
same day to the Eggischhom. In 
1875, Eev. F. T, Wethered descended 
from the Monch to the Little Scheid- 
eck ; difficult, and only practicable 
in very rare conditions of tne snow. 

The Jwng/raM—13,671 ft. (guide 70 
fr. ; porter 40) — requires a good 
climber, and experienced guides, but 
rewards the traveller with one of 
the most astonishing of mountain 
views. It was first climbed in 1811 
and 1812 by 2 Swiss gentlemen, J. 
K. and H. Meyer, and again, 1828, by 
some Grindelwald guides, who were 
followed by Agassiz, Desor, Forbes, 
and G. Studer. The ordinary route is 
up the rocks of the Kranzberg, and 
a snow slope (with bergschrund) to 
the BotMhalsattel, a dizzy crest, 12,946 
ft., looking down into the upper 
valley of Lauterbrunnen, and 5 hrs. 
from the Faulberg. From this point 
a crest which varies exceedingly in 
character and difficulty according to 
the season, leads N. to the top, which 
is a little ridge of snow. (See Rte. 
25, c.) J 

The Finsteraarhorn^ 14,026 ft. (guide 
60 fr.). This is on the whole the 
ascent most to be recommended to 
travellers who ynsh to practise climb- 
ing, and is not more difficult than 
Monte Bosa. The view is singular 
and somewhat monotonous in its 
grandeur. Owing to the secluded 
position of the peak, no vall&jrs are 
visible, and the eye, weary of*^ snow 
and ice, can find nothing green to 
rest on nearer than the distant low- 
l^i>d9 of Jf, Switzerlwd, Tlie ftouour I 



of first scaling the highest peak of 
the Oberland belongs to three guides 
employed by R. Meyer in 1812. They 
made the ascent by the very difficult 
Rothhom ridge, never passed again 
until 1876. In 1842, Herr Sulger of 
BS,le, with 4 guides, reached the top 
by the route now generally taken. In 
1857, he was followed by the Rev. J. 
F. Hardy, Messrs. Kennedy, Ellis, St. 
John and W. Mathews, with 5 guides. 

The top is generally reached in 
6 or 7 hrs. from the Faulberg. 
The way lies at first across the 
Viescherhomer by the Griinhom 
Lucke (3 hrs.), 10,843 ft., where the 
Gross Grunhom rises 1. 13,278 ft. The 
Viescher glacier is then crossed (1 hr.) 
and the rocky ribs of the mountain 
assaulted. They are steep, but give 
good holding, and are climbed for 
about 1 hr., to equally steep snow- 
slopes, which land the traveller on the 
ar§te to the N.W. of the summit. This 
resembles that of Monte Rosa, having 
teeth which project from an icy edge, 
and is a work of about 2 hrs. 

The Finsteraarhorn can also be 
reached from Grindelwald via the 
Lower Glacier and the gap at the foot 
of the N.W. ridge, known as the 
Agassiz Joch. Mens. Cordier, in 1876, 
ascended the Finsteraarhorn from the 
Rothhom Sattel by an extremely diffi- 
cult route, probably the same as that 
taken in 1812 by Meyer's guides. 

The Aletschhomy 13,803 ft. (guide 
40 fr.), the second in height of the 
Oberland peaks, was first climbed by 
Mr. Tuckett in June, 1859. Starting 
from a cave in the Olmenhom, the 
mountain E. of the Mittler Aletsch 
glacier, he reached a saddle between 
the Dreieckhom and Aletschhorn in 
2f hrs. From that point the climb 
westward was rather dangerous from 
fresh snow, and occupied 3} hrs., 200 
steps having to be cut in the final 
slope. The Aletschhorn is easier, and 
more commonly ascended from the Bel 
Alp (see post). 

The Gross Viescherhorn, or Aimer' 
horn (so named after the great'guide), 
13,281 ft., at the head of the great 
Viescher glacier, is the highest of 
th§ Yi^sgherhorner, and commands ^ 
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marvellous view. Its top was gained 
in 1862 from the Trugberg in about 
4 hrs. ; and in 1863 from the Munch 
Joch in about 3§ hrs. by the N.W. 
ar^te. It has a splendid view of the 
Aletschhorn and Schreckhorn. 

The traveller who has visited the 
Eggischhom, and does not propose to 
venture on a high glacier pass, will 
do best if, in place of redescending 
to Viesch, he takes the horse^path 
leading along the S. slopes of the 
Eggischhom ridge to the Rieder 
Alp (2 hrs.) 6726 ft. Here, on a level 
pastoral platform, commanding a 
beautiful view of Monte Leone, he 
finds an excellent small Inn and 
pension. The situation is not conve- 
nient for high ascents; but there are 
many charming strolls in the neigh- 
bou raood. One of these is the Rieder* 
horn (1 hr.), commanding a glorious 
view of the Pennine Alps. 

[From the Rieder Alp, a direct 
path leads to Morel in the Bhone 
valley (ascent 2J hrs.).] 

Beyond the Rieder Alp, the path to 
the Bel Alp mounts slightly, and then 
descends through a wood (glorious 
views) to the Aletsch Glacier. The 
passage of the glacier is very easy, 
so that horses can, in most years, be 

f)t across. It takes about 20 min. 
hence a steep ascent by a good zig- 
zag path leaas in 2| hrs. from the 
Rieder Alp to the Inn on the Bel Alp 
(7130 ft.), with 70 beds, fairly kept 
{Eng. Ch. S.). It commands a magni- 
ficent view of the g^eat Aletsch 
glacier, which sweeps round the 
cliff on which the house stands ; 
and in the opposite direction the 
windows open upon the Monte 
Leone, Fletschhorn, Mischabel, "Weiss- 
horn, Matterhorn, and other well- 
known summits. The sunrise on this 
range is glorious. In the valley below 
are seen the road of the Simplon, and 
towers of Brieg, and W., close at 
hand, a rolling green Alp, which 
gives a long stretch of nearly level 
ground for exercise. Near the inn 
stands the chalet built by Professor 
Tyndall. A small tarn, 5 minutes W. 
^f the inn, offers excellent bathing. 



The chief excursions from the Bel 
Alp are as follows : — 

The Sparrenhom, 9889 ft., 2 hrs. up : 
horses can go two-thirds of the way. 
Fine view across the Ober Aletsch 
Glacier, to the Aletschhorn, a new 
side of which is here seen. 

The Gorge of tfte Massa, just under 
the hotel to the E., and reached by a 
bridge some way down the Alp. 4 or 
5 hrs. to go and return. With the aid 
of an ice-axe, and a guide, you may 
walk to it down the centre of the 
glacier. It is one of the wildest 
chasms in the Alps — ^fit receptacle 
for the leagues of ice and snow 
which are slowly descending towards 
this point. 

To the W. is a nearly level walk 
along the face of the hill to the 
village of Nessel (easy 2 hrs.), com- 
manding noble views across the 
Rhone to the opposite ranges, par- 
ticularly of the Weisshom. P^om 
Nessel it is possible to descend by 
Murrel to Visp. Horses can go all 
the way. 

The Ober Aletsch Glacier, as far 
as the Jagi Glacier ^ a neve stretching 
from the Gross Nesthorn to the 
Aletschhorn, an excursion of 6 to 
8 hrs., suitable for ladies, who may 
here enjoy, without much fatigue, 
the scenery of the high Alps. A fine 
and easy pass, the Beichsrat (sec Rte. 
38, c) leads to the Lotschthal. 

The most attractive objects to the 
mountaineer at the Bel Alp, are the 
Aletschhorn (13,773 ft.) and the Gross 
Nesthorn (12,538 ft.). Both peaks 
command glorious panoramas, and 
it is hard to assign to either the pre- 
ference. Neither peak can be called, 
in the strictest sense of the word, dif- 
ficult. But both require a proper 
number of good guides [see Intro^ 
duction, § 5], fairly practised climbers, 
all the ordinary precautions and due 
consideration of the state of the wea- 
ther and the snow. From 10 to 13 
hrs.* actual walking may be allowed 
for these ascents. The tariff price for 
each guide is 40 fr. 

The Vhterbachhom (11,800 ft.) is 
sometimes ascended, chiefly for th© 
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aake of the climb, a difficult but not 
very long one. 

A good mule-p^th connects the Bel 
Alp with Briee (4 hra. up, .3 hrs. 
down) horse and man 15 fr. The as- 
cent is very hot in the middle of the 
day. A steep path from Naters climbs 
to a hamlet-*i?/a<£tfnr— (restaurant), 
thence a second ascent in zi^sags u] 
a long, in part pine-clad hillside, 
to the hoteL 



BOUTE 31. 

STANZ TO ENGELBERG, ENGELBERG TO 
ALTOORF, BY THE SURENEN PASS. TUB 
TITLIS. 



From Stanzstad-' 



Miles. Hn. Hin. 



Eiigelberg 
Sureoen £ck 



} "^^"^ { 13? 4i 



Altdorf }tarkile.pftth| 



Steamers 4 times daily from Lucerne 
to Stanzstad — the port of Stanz — 
between which places an omnibus 
runs. 

Travellers coming down the lake 
should stop at Bekenried, or Buochs 
(Rte, 15). 

There is a good carriage-road to 
Engelberg (4^ hours' walk; l-horse 
carr., 12 fir.; 2 ditto, 20 fr.); thence 
to Altdorf across the pass, a rough 
horsepath. 

Stcmz (Inns: Krone; Eneel), capital 
of the lower division (Nidwalden) 
of Canton Unterwalden, with 2032 
Rom. Cath. Inhab. It is charm- 
ingly seated among orchards at the 
entrance of the Engelberg valley, 
under the Stanzerhom, 6230 ft, which 
can be ascended in about 3^ hrs. 
The Buochserhom, opposite, is 5938 ft, 
and at a height of about 3800 ft has 
the comfortable pension of Nieder* 
£ieckenbach. 

The Rathhaus contains portraits of 
the lAindammdnner, the coat of mail 
of Arnold of Winkelried, and several 
old banners, Swiss and French. It 
was in the Rathhaus of Stanz that the 
venerable Swiss worthy Nicolas von 
derFluh appeased the dissensions of the 
CJopfe4emes, ip. 1491, hy hi? wipe »nd 



soothing counsels. In the existing 
building there is a picture represent- 
ing him taking leave of his family. 
In the . market-place and by the 
ch.-yd. are statues of Arnold cf Wm« 
kelried, a native of Stanz, with the 
"sheaf of spears" in his arms (see 
Rte. 3), and on the road to Sarnen 
is a chapel to his memory. His 
house is also shown here, now occu- 
pied by a &mily named Kaiser, that 
of "Winkelried being extinct It is 
a large ancient farm-house, of which 
one portion, including a low archwav 
with joined entrance and dwarf pit* 
lars, may be as old as the time of Win- 
kelried. The field on which it stands 
is called in old records "the mea- 
dow of Winkelried*s children." The 
okarc\ with Romanesque tower and 
columns of black marble, contains 2 
paintedfigures of Nicolas von der Fliih 
and his grandson. On the outer wall 
of the TOne-house is a tablet to the 
memory of the unfortunate people of 
Nidwalden (386 in number, mcluding 
102 women and 25 children) who 
were massacred, in defending their 
homes, by the French in September, 
1798. This part of Switzerland re- 
fused the new constitution tyrannic- 
ally imposed on it by the French 
republic. The ancient spirit of Swiss 
independence, fanned and excited by 
the exhortations of the priests (which 
in this instance must be termed 
fanatic, as all resistance was hope- 
less and useless), stirred up this ill- 
fated community to engage an army 
ten times greater than any force they 
could oppose to it and consisting of 
veteran troops. Their desperate re- 
sistance served only to inflame the 
ivxj of their foes. After a vain 
attempt made by the French to starve 
the iJnterwaldeners into submis- 
sion, *« on the 3rd of September, 1798, 
General Schauenburg, the French 
commander, directed a general attack 
to be made, by means of boats from 
Lucerne, as well as by the Oberland. 
Repulsed with great spirit by the 
inhabitants, only 2000 strong, the 
attack was renewed every day 
from the 3rd to the 9 th of Sep- 
tember, On this last day, towards 
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two in the afternoon, reinforcements 
having penetrated by the land side, 
with neld-pieces, the invaders forced 
their way into the very heart of the 
country. In their despair the people 
rushed on them with very inferior 
arms. Whole £Eimilies perished to- 
other ; 102 young women and 25 
children were found among the dead, 
side by side with their fathers and 
brothers, near the chapel of Winkel- 
ried. 63 persons who had taken shelter 
in the church of Stanz were slaughtered 
there, with the priest at the altar. 
Every house in the open country, in 
all 600, was burnt down ; Stanz itself 
escaped through the humanity of a 
chef de brigade. The inhabitants who 
survived this day, wandering in the 
mountains without the means of sub- 
sistence, would have died during 
the ensuing winter if they had not 
received timely assistance from the 
other cantons, from Germany and 
England, and from the French army 
itself, after its first fiiry was abated.*^* 
— Simond. 

The attack upon Stanzstad was 
conducted by General Fov, afterwards 
prominent as a leader oi the revolu- 
tionary party in France. That un- 
fortunate village was totally consumed. 

Kerns ( Inn : Krone, good and 
cheap), a small village 7 m. beyond 
Stanz, on the way to the Melchthal. 
The pedestrian may make a short 
cut to Sachseln avoiding Samen. A 
mile and a half beyond Kerns the 
roads from Bekenried and Lucerne 
meet at Samen.* 

The road from Stanz to Engelberg 
follows the course of the Aa, gra- 
dually ascending, and passing Wo^eu' 
schiessen, 4 m., with its ruined castle, 
and 

Grafenortf 2^ m., where there is a 
small inn. ^ m. beyond this the val- 
ley contracts, and a new road (1873) 
is carried up the 1. bank of a ravine, 
opposite the woods through which 
the steep old road passed. At the 
summit of the ascent the traveller 
beholds before him the green vale 
and village of 

Engelberg, 3343 ft. (Inns : H. Titlis. 
with beautiful view, good; H. Sonneur 



berg, a large and well-managed house, 
moderate and comfortable, attentive 
landlord, Eng, Ch, S, ; Engel, the old 
house; both well kept by Catani; 
n. Engelberg; Pension Muller. All 
very good and reasonable. Guides, 
K. Hess, Joseph Hess, good, and 
others). This retired village, situated 
3343 ft. above the sea, in a bracing 
air, and amid beautiful scenery, has 
long been a favourite summer resi- 
dence, the visitors bein^ chiefly Ger- 
man Swiss. The valley is hemmed in 
on all sides by lofty mountains topped 
with snow, and based by precipices 
from which, in winter and m spring, 
numerous avalanches are precipitated. 
In the midst of it, upon a verdant 
slope, rises the Beneoictine Abbey, 
conspicuous among the ordinary habi- 
tations of the village. It was founded 
in 1120, and received from Pope Calix- 
tus IL the name of Mens Angelorvm, 
from a legend that the site of the 
building was fixed by angels — 

•* Whose aathentic lay. 
Sang from that heavenly ground, in middle air. 
Made known the spot where Piety shoakl raise 
A holy stractore to th' Almighty's praise." 
Wordswordu 

Having been three times destroyed by 
fire, the existing edifice is not older 
than 1729. ** The architecture is 
plain and unimpressive, but the situ- 
ation is worthy of the honours which 
the imagination of the mountaineers 
has coiiS'erred upon it" The mona- 
stery is independent of any bishop 
or sovereign but the Pope himself, or 
his legate : its revenues, once con- 
siderable, were seriously diminished 
by the French, but it still pos- 
sesses valuable alpine pastures, and 
the cheeses produced on them are 
stored in an adjacent warehouse and 
cellars which are worth seeing. 
It contains, at present, only 19 
brothers, and many of the rooms are 
empty and closed : in its large church 
are numerous paintings by Desch wan- 
den and other artists of the modern 
Swiss sch ooL The Library is of some 
value, rich in Swiss early printed 
books and illuminated mS&. ; the 
roof of the apartment in which it 
is placed hai» ^eji^. ©racked by ao 
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earthquake. By the rules of the 
order no woman is allowed to enter 
the building. 

The Titlis, the chief of the moun- 
tains which overhang this romantic 
solitude, rises on the S. to a height 
of some 7000 ft. above the valley, and 
10,620 ft. above the sea-leveL Its 
round snowclad summit is frequently 
ascended (7 to 8 hrs.), but more easily 
from Engstlen (Kte. 33) or from the 
new Inn at the Triib See than from 
Engelberg. The climb is fatiguing, 
but not difficult or dangerous. As far 
as the Triib See on the Joch Pass 
the traveller can ride. The ascent is 
then up the rough mountain side, 
and higher by a steep buttress, and 
a slope of dehris with a precipice 
on the 1. This leads to the glacier 
above the ice-fall, from which point 
it is 2 hrs. over snow to the summit. 
The view is superb. The Susten- 
horn, GalenstocK, Thierberge, Fins- 
teraarhom, and Schreckhomer, are 
well seen. The Titlis was the first 
snow-peak in the Alps ascended, 
having been reached in 1739 by a 
monk from the convent. 

Sxcursions — 1. Up the main valley 
towards the Surenen Pass for a 
nearerview of theTitlis andSpanorter, 
10,515 ft., but at least as far as the 
fall of the Tatschbach f hr. 2. To 
the head of the Horbia Thai, the valley 
running N.E. from the viUage, a 
gprand cirque of cliffs surmounted by 
glaciers, l) hr. 3. To the top of the 
same cirque, on the way to the Both- 
gratli. 4. N. by W. to the chalets 
of Sckwand (2 m.), and down through 
the pine wood to the high road about 
2 m. below Engelberg. 5. By the 
Joch path to the Gerstni Alp, and 
then at rt. angles, or N.W., to the 
Jochli track, and return by it. 6. The 
Widderfeldatock (7723 feet), in the 
direction of the Jochli, commands 
a fine view. 

[The PoMcs of the Storegg and 
Jochli (Bte. 20) lead by the Melch- 
thal to Saraen in 6 hrs. 

The Joch Pass (Bte. 33) to Meir- 
ingen in 10 hrs. 

±*or climbers there are the follow- 
ing glacier-passes: — 1. To Isenthal 



on the lake of Lucerne over the Uri 
Hoihstock, 9620 ft. ; or to Isenthal, 
by the Bothgratli Pass, crossing a 
shoulder of the Engelberger Both- 
stock, and descending by a small 
piece of glacier. 2. To Stein on 
the Susten, by the Wenden glacier, a 
passage just below the magnificent 
precipice of the Titlis. 3. To Stein 
or Wasen by the Grassen glacier, W. 
of the Spanbrt. 4. To the Erstfelder 
Thai and St. Gothard road by the 
SpanSrter Joch, 9823 ft, between the 
Gross and Klein Spanort, or by the 
Erstfelder Joch, 8635 ft, between the 
Gross Spanort and Schlossberg. The 
former pass is the higher and more 
difficult, but also the finer. The 
Gross Spanort (10,515 ft.) has been 
ascended from it by a stiff rock 
climb.] 

The Surenen Pass, 

In about 3 m. the path reaches the 
dairy belonging to the abbey, called 
Herrenriiti, where cheese is made: 
50 cows are attached to it ; and the 
pastures refreshed by more than 20 
springs rising upon them. Erom the 
steep sides of the Hahnenberg on 
the N.E., a beautiful waterfall bursts 
forth, called Tatschbach. The valley 
now winds round the base of the 
Stotzigberg in a N.E. direction be- 
low the precipices of theSpanorter and 
Schlossberg. [At the angle the track 
for the Wenden and Grassen slaciers 
crosses a bridge, the former climbing 
to an old moraine below the Titlis, 
the latter up slopes of grass and then 
steep smooth rocks.] Some chalets 
are next passed, and rough ground 
ascended to the pretty fall of the 
Stierenbach, where the stream is crossed 
to a level pastoral vale grazed by a 
herd of horses. Here beyond a little 
chapel and chalets the valley again 
sweeps to the rt, and soon after- 
wards 1., while the path, traversing 
patches of snow, gains the summit 
of the pass, or Surenen Eck, It is a 
narrow ridee 7562 ft above the sea, 
not more than 5 ft wide, between a 
grand cra&;gy precipice of the Black- 
enstock L and the Geissberg rt 
During the ereater part of the ascent 
the Titlis shanes forth,and a long line 
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of peaks and glaciers extends from it 
uninterruptedly to the Surenen. An- 
other view now opens out on the oppo- 
site side into the valley of Schachen, 
bounded in the extreme distance by 
the snowy top of the Glamisch. On 
the E. siae of the Surenen, the surface 
of snow to be crossed is often ffreater, 
and the descent is steeper. After tra- 
versing a desolate tract, the chalets 
of Wudnacht are passed; and at the 
end of the green valley the path 
divides, 1. a very steep but direct 
descent, now a horse-track, leads 
to Attinghausen and Altdoif. On 
the rt. both path and stream sud- 
denly fall into the wonderful gorge 
called Bockischlundf and are conducted 
into the valley of the Beuss at Riibs- 
hausen, about 2 hrs. from Amsteg 
and 1 from Altdorf. Those who cross 
the Surenen in the opposite direction 
without a guide, should be careful to 
cross the stream at the chapel men- 
tioned above, and at the Stierenbach 
to take the 1. of two paths. 

In 1799 a division of the French 
army, under Lecourbe, crossed this 
pass with cannon to attack the Aus- 
trians in the valley of the Beuss, but 
were soon driven back the same way 
by the impetuous descent of Suwar^ 
row from the St. Gothard. 

Aitdorf (Bte. 34). 



ROUTE 32. 

PASS OF THE SUSTEK, FROM METTtlNaEN 
OR REICHENBACH TO WASEN. 

29} m., 11 hrs.* walking. It is 
better to start lirom Hof. 

In 1811, when the Yalais was 
added by Napoleon to the French 
empire, a char-road was constructed 
by the Swiss from Meiringen to Stein, 
and <m the side of Uri from Wasen to 
Femigen, to enable the inhabitants 
of Canton Berne to convey their pro- 
dnce into Italy through Swiss ter- 
ritory. When the Vidais had been 
restored to Switserland this road was 
no longer wanted. It was aUowed to 
fSUl into decay, and can now only be 



regarded as a bridle-path. There is 
a carriage-road as far as Gadmen. 
Charge for a horse 30 fr. No guide 
is required in clear weather. The pass, 
though little frequented, displays fine 
mountain scenery on the W. side, and 
enables a stout pedestrian to proceed 
in one day from Meiringen to Wasen ; 
but the distance is almost too moch, 
and it is usual to stop for the ni^ht at 
Stein. The word Sost means toll or 
custom-house. 

The route of the Grimsel is followed 
from Meiringen as far as Hof (Rte. 
26, a), where, quitting the side of the 
Aar, a road turns L, up the coarse of 
the Gadmen Aar, ascending the valley 
called, at its lower extremity, Miihlen- 
thal, and higher up Nessel-thal. Op- 
posite Muhlestalden, where reside the 
guides Weissenfluh, the narrow Trift- 
thal opens from the S., with glimpses 
of the Trift glacier, up which lies a 
pass to the Grimsel (Rte. 27, a). Be- 
yond is Nesselthaiy very prettily situ- 
ated, about 1 hr. fh)m 

11 m. Gadmen (^Inn: Bar, tolerable). 
This village of 550 Inhab., 4101 ft 
above the sea, is composed of 3 ^oups 
of houses, Eck, Ambqhl, and Ober- 
matt, I mile higher up. L. runs the 
wall of the (xadmenflnh^ culminating 
in the Titlis, which rises at the heai3 
of the Wenden Thai From Obermatt 
an ascent by zigzags through the forest 
leads to the rocks of the Urathhdmer, 
round which the path winds above a 
great ravine — where the mountain 
side opposite will excite the admira- 
tion of the traveller— to the little Inn 
(humble, but pretty good) at 

4f m. Stein^ close to the Stein Racier, 
surrounded by wild heights, and look- 
ing W. down the valley to the Wetter- 
homer. Behind the house a canons 
cascade fiills apparently from the top 
of an isolated rock. The char-road 
was not carried further than Stein, 
and a portion of it has been destroyed 
by the advance of the glacier, which 
has again retreated. The appearance 
of the glacier is remarkable, as it 
assumes a fim shape at its termina- 
tion. From Stein the ascent of tlie 

Sustsnht^m (11,529 ft) may be ef- 
fected in from 4 to 5) hrs. np, the 
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only difficulty being the sharp crest 
of snow at the top. (Kaspar Luchs, 
the landlord's son, a good guide, asks 
15 fr.) The view extends from the 
Combin to the Bernina, the chief fea- 
tures being the Galenstock and eastern 
peaks of the Oberland. 

The Thierberg, 10,410 ft., below 
which the traveller passes, to the Sus- 
tenhorn, can be climbed more easUj 
in 10 hrs, up and down. 

The Heiiberg^ N.B., 8507 ft, is only 
2 hrs.. from Stein, by the top of the 
pass. The Titlis is shut out, but in 
other quarters a grand view lies opejQ. 

[The following glacier rtes. lead 

a. To Geechenen, There are two 
passes. For both you climb the 
Thierbergli rocks ; lien (a) turn 1. 
and pass between the Sustenhom a6d 
Steinberg, descending to a low point 
on the Kehle glacier ; (6) turn rt. and 
pass between Steinberg and Thier- 
berff, and traverse the whole length 
of the Kehle glacier. The rt. pass is 
much longer and steeper, but also 
much finer. 

6. Tq the Grifnsel, or Rhone glacier 
notel, by the Steinlimmi, TriS, and 
Bhone glaciers (Bte. 27, a). 

c. To Engelherg^ by the Wenden 
glacier, crossing Uie ridge close to the 
precipice of the Titlis^the grand fea* 
ture of the pass. The easy way to 
the glacier is to descend nearly to 
Gadmen, the shorter to climb oret 
the Urathhorner, but the rocks oh the 
other side are steep. About 6 hrs. to 
the col, and 4 down to E^gelberg. 
From Engelberg to the col, 4 J hrs.; 
thence to Gadmen 2 hrs.; thence to 
Stein 3^ hrs. On the W. side of the 
Titlis there is a pass to Fngstlein.] 

From Stein a steep adcent of 1' hr. 
brings the travellet to 

2 m* The Su^en Pass, 7424 feet. 
The view is fine; the serrated ridges^ 
and the many-pointed peaks of the 
mountains bounding the Mai^ithal, 
through which the descent lies, espe-«- 
cially arrest the attention. There 
is always some snow on the £. 
declivity of the pass. The first 
chalets are met- with on the Hunds- 
alp. The stream of the Mtiien-Reuss, 



issuing out of the Susten glacier 
(rt), under the Sustenhom, is crossed 
several times, until at the Hanser* 
briicke, a considerable distance below 
Femigen, the unfinished char-road 
again commences. Near Femigen the 
deeply engulfed and foaming Gurez- 
mittlerbach is crossed. Lower down, 
3 hrs. from the top of the pass, is the 
village of 

6f m. Maierir where there, is a poor 
Irm, Most of the houses in this 
valley are protected from avalanches 
by a stone .dyke, or well-propped 
palisade of wood raised on uie niU- 
side behind them.. Beyond Maien the 
road grows steep and stony, and 
passes, at a rag^d spot, the remains 
of an hexagonal redoubt (Schanze), 
which was fortified by the Austrians, 
1799, and stormed by the French 
under Loison, who forced the enemy 
up the vale of the Beuss, and, after 
five assaults, took Wasen, an im- 
portant point 

3f m. Wasen^on the St Gothard Ely. 
(Bte. 34). Fast walking /rowi Wasen, 
5 hrs. to the Pass ; f Stein i 2 Gad- 
men ; 2 Hof J 1 Meiringen = total, 
10} hours. 



BOUTB 33. 

THE JOCH PA88^ FROM HEIRINaEN 
TO ENaELBEBO. 

Meiringen.. hrs> 

Imhof li 

Engstlen Alp 5^ 

Joch li 

£2Qgelberg ^i 

lot 

Horse to Engstlen 15 fr., to Engel- 
berg 80 fr. 

This pass, though practicable for 
horses, and a good deal used, is high 
and steep. It is a fine pass, with 
considerable variety of scenery, com* 
mancBng beautiful views of the Titlis. 
As far as Hof it is the same as Bte. 26, 
The road of the Susten is then fol- 
lowed for nearly an hour to the junc- 
tion of the Gentelbach with the Gad- 
menbach at Wyler, From this point 



112 



ROUTE 33.---THE TlTLlS. JOCH PASS* 



Seci. I. 



thei*c is a rapid ascent, ivith fine view 
back of the glaciers and peaks at the 
head of the Urbach Thai, to the pas- 
tures at the lower extremity of the 
Gentel Thai, in which is a pure spring, 
very grateful after the hot climb. The 
path then runs on the rt. bank of 
the stream (do not cross at the bridge) 
on a very gradual rise for 1^ hour, 
through delicious scenery, to the 
chalets of Jungholz, where a cluster 
of streams, called JUngibrunnen, spring 
from the mountain side. A little 
further it crosses the torrent (but not 
to go up to the rt.), and in 1^ hr. by 
a rough path, pai;tly through pine 
forest, and by a beautiful waterfall 
of the Gentelbach, leads to the £ng- 
stlen Alp, and the well-known and 
excellent 

Engstlen Inn and Pension (about 
6100 ft.). The position is a very fine 
one, the near view of the range of the 
Titlis is magnificent ; and in the dis- 
tance are seen the 3 peaks of the Wet- 
terhdrner, and the Schreckhom. The 
chief excursion is the ascent of 

The T%tl%9 (seeRte. 31). Guide lOfr. 
From this convenient starting-point 
it is often accomplished by English 
ladies. A practised mountaineer will 
easily reach the summit in A\ hrs., but 
it is well to start early to secure a 
frozen surface on the glacier. The 
old rte. was to descend to the rt. 
after passing the Joch, and to go 
up the buttress, as from Engelberg, 
but latterly a shorter path has been 
followed, by the rocks and glacier 
from the head of the Pass. About 
300 yds. N.E. of the inn is a remark- 
able intermittent Spring, called Wun- 
derbrunnen, which flows from spring 
to autumn, always running from 8 
A.H. to about 4 P.M., when it ceases. 
In the opposite direction, under the 
Gadmenfiuh, is the prettiest feature 
of the Alp — ^the Engstlen See — a short 
walk over knolls red with the Alpine 
rose and here and there shaded by an 
old pine. A day may well be spent 
in a ramble from the inn. One may 
climb the Owarilistock, the rock close 
to the E. ; or to the MittagsMtcke, the 
gap in the Gadmenfluh ; or to the 



rock called Bazenetein (&fier thfe land- 
lord), in a wider glacier gap further E. 

A pass leads to Samen by the 
Melchthal (Rte. 20), and another to 
Gadmen, called 

The Satteli (Little Saddle) in 4 hrs., 
or in 6 to Stein, but a guide should be 
taken. The path skirts the rocks at 
the extremity of the Engstlen See, and 
thence, bearing to the rt., ascends 
slanting to the summit, W. of the 
Tellistock (2 J hrs.); the view is over 
the Thierber?e, Sustenhom, and 
peaks about the Trift glacier. On 
the Gadmen side the descent is very 
steep, and by a mere goat-track. It 
takes a direction to the 1. and leads 
to a shepherd's hut (| hr.), where it 
divides ; 1. to Obermatt and Stein 
(Rte. 32), rt. to Gadmen and Hof. 
The remainder of the descent is rather 
less formidable and very picturesque, 
passing through fir-woods and com- 
manding beautiful views of the val- 
ley. 

From the Engstlen inn it is about 
1 hr. to the top of the 

Joch Pass, 7244 ft., whence the 
glaciers of the Titlis range, and the 
snowy peaks of the Uri Rothstock 
beyond Engelberg are well seen. The 
rocks to the 1. are the Oraithom and 
beyond it the Wild Geiss^)erg, The de- 
scent to the Tnib See ^Inn built by 
Herr Kuchler, a good botanist, good] — 
fed from the 0(^isenberg, rt. — ^is by 
rough and steep ground. At the 
chalets the paths separate ; riders 
pass to the I. of the lake, and maJte 
a long circuit of 2^ hrs. to Engelberg. 
Pedestrians keep the lake on their 1., 
walking through the water where it 
spreads in shallow channels, and make 
straight for the low part of the oppo- 
site ridge, thus saving an hour, ^om 
the brow the church and buildings of 
Engelberg are plainly seen. There is 
a very steep descent aown the Ffaffen^ 
toand by zigzags to pastures. These 
are crossed to the forest, which is 
steep to 

Engelberg (Rte. 81). 
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ROUTE 34. 

THE PASS OP ST. GOTHARD, FROM PLU- 
ELEN, ON THE LAKE OP LUCERNE, TO 
BELLINZONA. 

9} posts = 78f miles. 

Eng. m. 

Fliielen to Amsteg • ... 10^ 

Amsteg to Andermatt . . . 14i 

Andermatt to St. Gothard PiasB . 91 

St. Gothard Pass to Airolo . . U 

Airolo to Faido 9| 

Faido to Biaaca 13 

Blasca to Bellinzona (Rly.) . . 14 

: m 

For the St Gothard Railway and 
Tunnel^ see Rte. 34a. For the benefit 
of those who desire to explore at 
leisure and in detail the scenery of 
the old road — this Boute is retained. 

The Railway may be used as far 
as Amsteg, where the ascent properly 
begins. ^ 

This was anciently one of the most 
frequented passages oyer the Alps, as 
it offered to Korthem Switzerland 
and W. Germany the most direct and 
practicable line of communication with 
LK>mbardy, and the important cities of 
Milan and Genoa. Not less than 
16,000 travellers and 9000 horses 
crossed it annually on an average, at 
the commencement of the present 
century ; but being only a bridle-path, 
it was almost entirely abandoned after 
the construction of the roads over the 
Spliiffen and Bernardino. The cantons 
of Uri and Tessin, through which 
the St. Gothard runs, at len^ be- 
came sufficiently alive to their own 
interests to perceive the necessity of 
converting it into a carriage-road. In 
1820 the work was begim, and in 
1832 finally completed and opened. 
The expenses were defrayed by a 
joint-stock company, formed in Uri 
and the neighbouring cantons. The 
construction of the road was intrusted 
to an engineer of Altdorf, named 
HilUer. Ihe carriage-road from Lu- 
cerne to Fluelen passes round by 
Schwyz, and has been completed by 
a fine work of engineering, called the 
the AxenstroLsse^ from Brunnen to 
I'liielen. 

{Sujitz.l 



At present the road is excellent, 
not inferior to any other of the great 
Alpine highways. In grandeur of 
scenery, except near the summit, it 
may vie with any Swiss carriage-pass. 
Its points of chief interest are the 
Gorge of Schollinen, Devil's Bridge, 
and Val Leventina, near Faido. 

The road is now superseded as a 
trade route by the Bailway and 
Tunnel. 

The Canton Uri and the valley of 
the Reuss possess an historical cele- 
brity, as the theatre of the memorable 
campaign of 1799, when the armies 
of France, Austria, and Russia, dispos- 
sessing each other in turns, marched, 
fought, and manceuvred, on heights 
whence the snow never disappears. 

^Fluelen — Italian, Fiora — {Inns: 
Urnerhof, 5 minutes from station, out- 
side town on the lake, excellent ; 
Alder ; Kreuze ; Tell ; close to the 
steamboat pier; a small village at 
the S. extremity of the lake of the 
Four Cantons. Fluelen was formerly 
rendered unhealthy by the marshy 
ground produced by the deposits 
of the Reuss at its entrance into the 
lake. The marshes have, however, 
been drained at a considerable ex- 
pense, and the air is now pure and 
good. 

li m. Altdorf UQQ it (Inns: Adler, 
Schlussel (Clef d'Or), both good; 
Lowe, fair; Krone, cheap). The 
capital of Uri: it is a dull town of 
2900 Inhab., without trade or manu- 
factures. It is principaDy known by 
the tradition that it was on the open 
square of Altdorf that William Tell 
snot the apple from his son's head. 
The spot where he is said to have 
stood and taken aim was marked by 
a stone fountain, erected 1786, but in 
1861 this was replaced by a colossal 
plaster statue of Tell, a gift of the 
riflemen of Ziirich. The tall Tower, 
ornamented with rude frescoes of Tell 
and Gessler, has been stated to occupy 
the site of the lime-tree upon which 
Gessler's cap was hung, for all men 
to do obeisance to it as they passed, 
and to which Hi^i^iJ^yi^g^l^Jgfcto 
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Berve as a mark for his father's holt. 
It existed a withered trunk, as late 
as 1567. 

In the Itathhaus are preserved flags 
taken at Morganen and Sempach. 

A lane crossing the Keuss at its 
junction with the Sch&chenbach leads 
to Attinghaiisen, the birthplace of 
Walter Furst, one of the three liber- 
ators of Switsserland: a house is 
pointed out as his. 

From this village there is a pretty 
path all the way to Amsteg along 
the 1. bank of the Reuss. 

W. of Altdorf is the Surenen Pass 
to Engelberg (Rte. 31). 

On quitting Altdorf the road crosses 
the mouth of the Schachen Thai, tra- 
versing, by a bridge, the stream in 
which, according to the legend, Wil- 
liam Tell lost his life in endeavour* 
ing to rescue a child from the water- 
fall of Btirglen. He plunged in, and 
neither he nor the child wa^ seen 
again. Tell was said to be a native 
of Burglen {Inn and Pension, Wilhelm 
Tell), a little to the 1. of our road. 
The small Chapel^ back )d by an ivy- 
clad tower, rudely painted with toe 
events of his life, was built about 
1388, but there is no evidence to 
prove it was to commemorate TelL It 
Id said to be the spot where his house 
stood, near the churchyard. The in- 
habitants of this valley are considered 
the finest men in Switzerland. A 
path runs up it, and across the Klau- 
sen Pass (Kte. 76) to the baths of 
Stachelberg, and another over the 
Kinzig Euim (Rte. 75), into the Muotta 
Thai. 

In a field at Schaddorf, a little 
beyond the bridge, the parliament 
-( Landsgemeinde ) of Uri is held 
on the first Sunday in May. Every 
ihale citizen above the age of 20, 
except a priest, has a vote. The 
authorities of the canton, on horse- 
back, with the Landammann at their 
head, preceded by a detachment 
of militia, with military music, and 
the standard of the canton, and two 
men in ancient costume, bearing aloft 
the two bull's horns of Uri, march to 
the spot in procession. From a semi- 
circular hustings, erected for the pur- 



pose, the business of the day is pro- 
claimed to the assembled crowd, and 
the different speakers deliver their 
harangues, after which the questioii 
is put to the vote by show of hands. 
When all afiairs of state are de- 
spatched, the Landammann.and other 
public officers resign, and are either 
re-elected or others are chosen in 
their place. 

Beyond Altdorf the road passes 
through !pretty meadows shaded with 
walnut-trees as far as Amst^. L. 
rises the* rocky wall of the Windgelle, 
a continuation of the Clariden-Grat, 
and Scheerhorn. A flat surface on 
the precipice returns a very distinct 
echo. 

At Erstfeld^ on the rt., opens the 
steep Erstfeldthal leading up to the 
glaciers of the Spanorteijoch. It 
contains very fine scenery, and two 
interesting out somewhat difficult 
passes, the Erstfeldioch (8 hrs.), and 
the Spanorterioch (10 hrs.), leading 
from it to Engelberg. 

At Klus the road approaches the 
margin of the Reuss, and beyond, at 
the hamlet of Silinen, it is partly cut 
through the rock, passing under the 
ruins of a tower, formerly supposed to 
be the castle of Zwing Uri (Restraint 
of Uri), built by Gessler, to overawe 
the peasants. 

y m. Amsteg {Inns : Stem ; Kreuz 
(Croix Blanche) ; Hirsch — all good 
country innS; Guides), This viflage 
is dehghtfully situated imder the 
Bristenstock and Windgelle, 1713 ft. 
above the sea and, although- not a 
post station, is a convenient place for 
those to stop at who cross the lake b j 
the afternoon steamer from Lucerne. 
It stands at the mouth of the Madercmer 
or Karstelen Thai, which stretches E. 
as far as the Hufi gl. at the base of 
the Scheerhorn and DUssistock, a 
valley abounding in waterfalls and 
pine forests (see Rte. 83). [A track 
leads to Dissentis over the Kreuzli 
Pass, and a glacier pass over the Cla- 
riden Grat to Stachelberg. There is 
a good hotd near the Hiifi Glacier, 
3| hrs. from Amsteg. The lower 
part of the valley may be visited in 
less than D2jititosy ty walking to the 
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first bridge over its torrent and 
back. 

The Bnstenstock, 10,089 ft., and 
about 8000 ft. above Amsteg, is a 
difficult mountain to climb without a 
guide, as it has many ridges or aretes, 
and in coming down the wrong one 
may be taken. This happened in 1 857 
to Messrs. Hardy and ICennedy, and 
led to an exciting but not pleasant 
adventure, as they had to pass the 
night on a ledge 3 ft. by 6. The 
ascent takes fully 12 hrs. up and down. 
The course from the inn to the top is 
S.£. by S*, over the pasture by a sheep 
track to the tarn called Bristen Bee^ 
The views from the Bristenstock are 
finer than those from any of the 
neighbouring mountains. 

The Kleine WmdgelleiiYiQ nearest to 
the St. Gothard road, and in the 
Maderaner Thai called the Grosse 
Windeelle), 9848 ft., was first as* 
cended on the S.W. side; direct from 
Amst^; but Mr. Sowerby, in 1862, 
found an easier way by the Golzern 
See and the hollow between the Great 
and Little Windeelle. Thence he 
climbed by a giuiy in the eastern 

Erecipices, and reached the top in 6i 
rs. nrom Amsteg. In the hollow he 
found the limestone wonderfully wca* 
thered, split into chasms 50 ft. deep. 
The rocks of the Gross Windgelle 
are the grand feature of the view. 

The Gross Wmdgelh (Kalkstock of 
the Maderaner Thai), 10,463 ft., was 
first climbed, 1848, by the small 
glacier and rocks facing S.W. Diffi- 
culty was experienced in passing from 
the ice to the rocks, and higher up a 
wall about 1 ft. in width had to be 
traversed between precipices. The 
ascent took 5^ hours from the Ber- 
nertsmatt Alp (4i hrs. from Amsteg), 
but it has since been done in less time. 
The guides Ambrose Zgraggen, 
Joseph M. and Melchior Trosch and 
Albin Banmann are recommended. 
A very pleasant walk from Amsteg 
is to ascend the alp on the opposite 
side of the valley of the Beuss by a 
path from the bridge over that river. 
It leads through beautiful scenery and 
commands a grand view of the Bristen- 
stock. Th^ Qrossgant, 8000 ft., or the 



Ottersbalm, a still finer point of view 
W. of it, may be climbed.] 

At the bridge the road of the St. 
Gothard first crosses the Beuss and 
begins to ascend in earnest, having 
on the L the river, in a deep channel, 
dashing from rock to rock, and high 
above the Bristenstook, rising in tiers 
of precipices. 

Beyond Tntschi, a second bridge 
carries the road to the rt. bank; 
and, after traversing a wood, a third, 
called Pfaffensprung (Priest's Leap), 
from a fable of a monk having leaped 
across the chasm with a maiden in his 
arms, brings the traveller to the 
torrent Maienbach, descending from 
the Susten Pass (Rte. 32). Two or 
three zigzags lead up to 

7i m. Wasen {Inns : Ochs, good and 
moderate ; H. des Alpes, good), on an 
eminence, at the mouth of the Maien- 
thaJ, and 1355 ft. higher than Amsteg. 
Pine view from the churchyard close 
to the Ochs. At the entrance is a 
chapel containing skulls of Wasen 
people arranged m cases like books. 
Overhead, to the W. are the rocks of 
the Voralpstockf and E. the Felli Thal^ 
rich in crystals, leading by the easy 
Felli pass to the Oberalp See. Winding 
from side to side, the road slowly toUs 
upward to 

3i m. Gesckenen, 3600 ft. {Inns : H. 
Geschenen, good ; H. du Cheval ; tL 
des Alpes). Hence diligences for An- 
dermatt the Purca and Oberalp, run to 
correspond with the trains. 

[Here a wild valley opens W., 
through which the torrent of the Ges" 
chenen Beuss descends from the five 
glaciers of the Wintcrbergeaxid the great 
Damma Glacier, A walk of 3 hrs. leads 
to the Geschenen alp, a solitary ham- 
let at the foot of a fine amphitheatre 
of rock and ice. Passes lead rt. and L 
to the Stein Alp (9 hrs.) and Healp 
(7 hrs.). The direct pass across the 
central portion of the range to the 
Rhone glacier and the Grimsel is ex- 
ceedingly ' difficult, and only to be 
attempted by firstrate mountaineers 
and guides.] 

Opposite Geschenen, where the 
rock IS gneiss, the great tunnel of the 
8t, Gothard i2a*Vtray ,^^ ^^©^ja^9^ 
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ROUTE 34. 



GOTHARD. THE DEVIL'S BRIDGE. Soct. I. 



in 1872. The valley now contracts 
into the SchoUinen gorge, and is 
bounded for nearly 3 m. by high cliffs. 
The Teufelsstem, a fragment, skirted by 
the road, was dropped, according to the 
legend, by the deviL The valley here 
ascends steeply, and has been called 
by the peasants Krachenthal from the 
wild dashing of the Beuss. The road 
is much exposed in spring to ava- 
lanches. Here and there niches are 
cut in the rock for shelter, and a 
part of the road is roofed by a stone 
(jaUery, The gorge now grows nar- 
rower — a mere cleft in the mountain 
— the clamour of the torrent becomes 
a roar ; a comer is turned, and the 
traveller beholds, in the midst of the 
spray of a cataract, 

♦The DemVs Bridge, Here rocks of 
granite, remarkable for the smooth 
nakedness of their surface, hem in the 
bed of the river on both sides; and 
so closely that on the left bank there 
is not an inch of space for the sole of 
a foot, except what has been hewn out 
of the cliff. For ages this must have 
been a complete cul-de-sac, until, by 
human ingenuity, the torrent was 
bridged and the rock bored through. 
The old bridge, a thin segment of a 
circle, spanning the abyss, suspended 
at a height of 70 ft. above the Reuss, 
had originally an air at once of bold- 
ness and fragility, much of which it 
has lost by the contrast with the 
towering and solid structure that has 
now superseded it. A commodious 
and gradually sloping terrace leads to 
the broad new bridge. It is of granite, 
the arch 25 ft. span, and was finished 
1830. The construction of this part of 
the road presented great difficulties; 
the mines necessary for blasting the 
granite could only be formed by work* 
men suspended by ropes, and dangling 
in the air like spiders . The ancient 
bridge was first built by Abbot 
Gerald, of Einsiedeln, in 1118, so 
that, in the naming of it, the devil 
has received more than his due: it has 
been allowed to remain beneath the 
new bridge, though no longer of any 
use. 

Within the last few years a de- 
spicable refreshment shed ^nd large 



posters announcing illuminations of 
the fall have been aUowed to vulgarise 
this striking scene. The landlord of 
the Bellevue at Andermatt is said 
to be responsible for this outrage. 

During the extraordinary campaign 
of 1799, the defile of the Schol- 
linen was twice obstinately contested 
within the space of little more than 
a month. On the 14th of August 
the united French column, under 
Lecourbe and Loison, having surprised 
the Austrians, drove them up the 
valley of the Keuss, as fsx as this 
bridge, which, having been converted 
into an entrenched position, was de- 
fended for some time. At last even 
the bridge was carried by the French, 
On the 24th of the following Septem- 
ber the tide of war took an opposite 
turn. Suwarrow, pouring down from 
the summit of the St. Gothard, at the 
head of 5000 horse and 18,000 foot, 
compelled the French, in their turn, 
to retire before him. The truth, how- 
ever, seems to be that these passes 
were never forced, but that the at- 
tacking party always turned the 
position, coming down upon the 
flanks and rear of the enemy (see 
Rte. 26). The bridge itself was not 
blown up, but some of the arches 
leading to it were destroyed. For 
correct accounts of the extraordinary 
actions among these mountains, only 
Jomini, the military historian, can 
be relied on. 

Immediately above, after passmg 
the Devil's Bridge, the road is cairi^ 
through a funnel called the 

2^ m. Umerlochf or Hole of ITrL 
It is 180 ft. long, 15 high, and 16 
broad. Previous to its constructioii, 
in 1707, the only mode of passing Uie 
buttress of rock which here projects 
into the river, so as to deny all pas- 
sage, was by a shelf of boards, sus-* 
pended on the outside by chains. 
By means of this the traveller doafaled, 
as it were, the shoulder of the mom. 
tain, enveloped in the spray of tHe 
torrent, within a few feet of which tJie 
firail structure was hung. The GaUex-v 
of Uri was originally constructed l>^ 
a Swiss engineer named Moretini ; l>i^t 
was only passable Jpcjcavdes, until, i^j 
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reconstructing the St. Gothard road, 
it was enlareed to admit carriages. 

Out of tnis gallery the traveller 
emerges into the wide pastoral valley 
of Urseren, which, in contrast with 
the savage gorge, and from the sudden- 
ness of the transition, has obtained 
from most travellers the praise of 
beauty and fertility. Taken by itself, 
however, it has little but its verdure 
to recommend it : owing to its great 
height, about 4700 ft. Few trees 
grow in it, and the inhabitants supply 
themselves with com from more 
fortunate lands. The lower part was 
probably a lake, until a passage was 
opened through the rocks of Schol- 
linen. It was originally colonised, it 
is supposed, by the Rhsetians. The 
old entrance was the pass of the 
Oberalp. Its inhabitants spoke the 
language of the Orisons, and the 
valley was a dependance of the abbey 
of Dissentis. Down to the 12th cen- 
tury it had no direct communication 
witn the lower valley of the Reuss. 
About that time, however, a path 
seems to have been opened ; ana the 
men of Urseren, allying themselves 
with those of Uri, threw off the yoke 
of their feudal lords. A mile from 
the gallenr of Uri lies 

1 m. Andermattf or Urseren (ItaL 
Oreerd) Qlrms : H. Bellevue, a large 
house, very high charges, imci^ 
landlord {JEng. Ch. S,) ; H. du St. 
Qothard, moderate, recommended ; 
H. Oberalp, good ; Drei Eonige 
(Post). It is a village of 660 
Inhab., and the chief p&ce of the 
valley, 4733 ft. above the sea; 20 
min. walk from the DevU's Bridge. 
Honey and cheese here are excel- 
lent; and the red trout of the 
Oberalp See enjoy the reputation, 
with hungry travellers, of being the 
finest in the world. The Church of St 
Columbanus is said to have been built 
by the Lombards. The great tunnel 
of the St Gothard Rly. passes under 
it. Above the village, on the slope 
of the mountain of St. Anne, are the 
scanty remains of a forest, the last 
relic of that which perhaps at one 
time clothed the sides of the valley. 
The inhabitants had learned to value 



it for the protection it afforded from 
falling avalanches. They therefore 
l^ar&d it with the utmost care ; but, 
in 1799, foreign invaders, reckless 
of the consequenceSj felled a great 
part of it, and consumed it as fire- 
wood. Trenches have been cut to 
break the upper slopes, and many 
young trees planted. 

At Andermatt, Hospenthal, and 
Airolo, are many dealers in the 
minerals with which these mountains 
abound. The variety is surprising, 
and the mineralogist derives some of 
his rarest specimens from the Alps of 
St. Gothard. 

[Froih Andermatt diverges 1. the 
road over the Oberalp to Coire (Rte. 
82), and it is the starting-place of the 
diligences over the Furca to theValais 
(Rte, 26, B).] 

2^ m. above Andermatt is 

Hospenthal, or HCpital {Inns: Mey- 
erhof, good ; pension during the sum- 
mer (Eng. Ch, S,)i Goldener Lowe). 

Hospenthal receives its name from 
an hospice which no longer exists. 
Above the village rises a venerable 
tower, said to be, like the church of 
Andermatt, a work of the Lombards. 

The road now turning to the 1. 
quits the valley of Urseren, and be- 
gins to ascend by zigzags towards the 
summit of the St. Gothard. It may be 
reached in about 2^ hours from Hos- 
penthal by a pedestrian, who may 
make a short cut by the old mule- 
path; paved with granite slabs, but 
grass-grown. The scenery is wild 
and dreary. 

Under the name of St. Gothard 
are comprised, not merely the de- 
pression, or col, over which the road 
passes, but a group of mountains, 
exceeding in elevation the snow-line, 
situated oetween the cantons of Uri, 
Yalais, Ticino, and Orisons; and con- 
taining the sources of the Rhine, the 
Rhone, the Reuss, and the Ticino, all 
of which, with many tributaries, rise 
within a circle of 10 miles, described 
from the summit of the pass. 

The river Reuss may he said to faD, 
rather than flow, into the lake of the 
Four Cantons. Between the Hbspioe 
and Urseren it descends more than 
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2000 ft, and between Urseren and 
FliJelen 3000 ; the road crosses it for 
the last time by the bridge of Rodont, 
which marks the boundary of the can- 
tons Uri and Ticino. The sonrce is 
in the small lake of Lncendro, 1 m. rt. 
of the road. The Pass of St. Gothard 
(6936 feet above the sea) is a saddle 
in the g^nite central chain, over- 
looked by the Sasao di San Gottardo, 
B. (8983 ft), the Blavberq further E. 
(9848 ft), and La Ftbbia, W. (8996 ft). 
The Fibbia can be easily ascended in 
3 hrs. from the inn, there and back. 
The pass is a desolate scene : the 
mossy gpround covered with stones, 
and the road winding among tarns, 
some of which flow N., but the greater 
number are feeders of the Ticino, 
which gives its name to the Canton 
Tessin, or Ticino. A few minutes' 
walk below the summit are the 

7^ m. Inn (and Post-house) : H. du 
Mont Prosa, good, and the Hospice 
(rented by the same landlord), a mas- 
sive and roomy building, constructed 
by the Canton Ticino, which ha^ also 
erected several houses of refuge. It 
is designed for the accommodation of 
travellers, being fitted roughly as an 
inn, containing 15 beds. Attached to 
it is a warehouse for goods. In 1872 
it received 8160 poor travellers, and 
distributed 24,635 portions, food and 
clothes, at an outlay of 9974 fr. ; the 
receipts were 9870 fr. A very humble 
hospice and a chapel have existed 
on the St Gothard since the 13th cen- 
tury, owing their origin to the Abbot 
of Dissentis, who sent a monk to this 
wild height to minister to the spiritual 
as well as physical wants of distressed 
travellers. In the 16th century St 
Carlo Borromeo suggested the con- 
struction of a hospice on a larger 
scale, which, after his death, was 
built by his brother. 

[Excursions may be made to the 
Logo di Lucendro or the Pizzo Cen- 
trale (9853 ft.). This peak, reached 
in 3| hrs. from the hospice, com- 
mands a fine panorama. The Monte 
Prosa, a lower summit, also commands 
a fine view. There are glacier routes 
to the Furca Inn, 10 hrs.] 
The passage in winter and spring is 



by no means free from danger: the 
snow is sometimes heaped in drifts 
40 feet on the simimit, and the descent 
towards Airolo is much exposed to 
tourmentes and avalanches (§ 14). 
A winter seldom passes without the 
loss of some lives, and melancholy 
catastrophes have occurred. The spot 
called Buco dei Calanchetti is so 
named from a party of glaziers from 
the Yal Calanca, who, persisting in 
pushing on from the hospice, in spite 
of warning, were bori^ here be- 
neath the snow. 

The descent towards Italy displays 
skilful engineering ; and the diffi- 
culties of a slope, much steeper on 
this side than on the other, have been 
overcome by a series of 28 zigzag 
terraces not exceeded in number and 
tortuous direction on any other Alpine 
pass. They begin a little beyond the 
hospice, and continue nearly all the 
way to Airolo. The gully down 
which the road passes is called Val 
Tremola (Germ. Triimmeln Thal\ 
Trembling Valley, from its supposed 
effect on the nerves of those who 
passed it. Since the new ' road has 
been made, its terrors, whate^ they 
were previously, have oeen much soflt- 
ened. A very pretty mineral, named 
from this locality, where it was first 
found, Tremolite^ is abundant, and 
specimens of itotocnr even in the walls 
and loose stones at the road-side. 
On this pass many rare minerAls are 
found, and may "be purchased better 
than in any other part of Switzerland. 
The view up and down the vale of the 
Ticino and over the mountains on the 
opposite side is extremely fine. 

7^m. Airolo, SS6S ft. (Germ. £neU) 
(fnns: Posta; H. Airolo; good; H. 
and P. Lombard), on the L bank of the 
Tessin, near the Junction of its 2 
branches. The inhabitants both in 
habit and langui^, are Italian. It pos- 
sesses a relic of antiquity: the stump 
of a tower called // CasUllOj and Casa 
dei Pagani, built, it is said, by Den- 
derins King of the Lombards, AJtK 774. 
The Lombard kings constructed a line 
of similar forts all the way to Comes 
many 6f which will be passed in 
descending the vaUeyM'^^i^ 
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The summitof the St. Gothard may 
be reached from Airolo in a light car- 
riage in 2^ or 3 hrs.; by means of the 
old road and short cuts a pedestrian 
may ascend, and even descend, in less 
time than a carriage. 

[Several paths diverge from Ai- 
rolo. 1. Up the Val Bedretto to the 
Nufenen Pass (Rte. 63): or, 2, from 
All* Acqua by the 8, Giacomo Pass 
to the Val Formazza (Kte. 62): 3. By 
the Uomo Pass to Sta. Maria, on the 
Lukmanier Pass leading to Dissentis 
(Rte. 84): 4. A summer path, as- 
cending hy the N.W. side of the Val 
Canaria, and over the UnUralp Pass 
to Andermatt. The head of the Val 
Canaria is occupied by a small lake ; 
the scenery is wild ana rugged. The 
Nera Pass leads from it into V. Mai- 
gels. A guide should be taken for 
these passes. 5. The Passo di Campo 
Lungo (5 hrs.) to Fusio at the head of 
one of the branches of Val Maeg^a 
diverges at Daziogrande, where there 
is no inn, so that travellers must 
start from Airolo or Faido (see Bte. 
64)J 

At Airolo is the S. opening of the 
Great Tunnel of St. Gothard Ply. 

Just below Airolo, at the mouth of 
the picturesque glen of Stalvedro, is 
a Lombard tower of King Desiderius. 
This part of the pass was defended, 
Sept. 1799, against Suwarrow's army 
for 12 hrs., by 600 French, who effected 
their retreat over the Niifenen into the 
Yalais. 1 m. further is the waterfall 
of Calcaccia, The valley hence to 
Biasca is called Val Zeventina — Zivinen 
T/ial in German. A few miles lower 
down the river threads another defile, 
named after a toU-bouse within it 

Dazio Grande, — a rent in the Monte 
Piottino (Platifer), nearly a mile long, 
and one of the most picturesque 
scenes on the whole route. The old 
road threaded the depths of the gorge, 
supported for a great part of the way 
on arches and terraces, and crossing 
the river thrice on bridges. During 
the storms of 1834 and 1839, the 
Ticino swept away nearly the whole 
of these costly constructions. The 
new line runs at a higher levels out 
of the reach of inundations, and 



escaped the great flood of 1868. The 
descent is less rapid than the old 
road. On emerging from the last 
tunnel the fall of the Piumegna is 
seen vt. Chestnut-trees first appear 
soon after quitting the defile of Dazio, 
and vines are cultivated at 

9f m. Faido ^Inns: Principe di 
Galles, or Prince of Wales; Angelo — 
both good; H. Vella; Sole), a post 
station and the chief place iq the 
valley, with 778 Inhab., 2366 ft. above 
the sea. 

A revolt of the people of the Val 
Leventina, in 1755, against their ty- 
rannical lords and masters the cow- 
herds of Uri, to whom they had been 
subject since the l^th century, was 
here terminated by the execution 
of the ringleaders, whose heads were 
fastened to the trunks of the chestnut- 
trees, in the presence of 3000 men 
of the valley. The troops of the 
Confederation had previously sur- 
rounded and disarmed this ill-starred 
band of rebels, and afterwards com- 
pelled them, on bended knees, to sue 
for mercy. 

[A footpath crosses the mountain 
from Faido to the Lukmanier Pass 
(Rte. 85). 

The Campo Lungo Pass to Fusio 
(Rte. 64) can be taken from here as 
well as from Airolo. Mountaineers 
will prefer to cross over Piz Campo 
Tencia (10,100 ft), a fine view-point, 
with glaciers on its N.E. slope (ascent 
5^ hrs.; beautiful descent to Broglio 
in Val Lavizzara, 3^ hrs.). The 
Federal map supplies any deficiency 
in local knowledge in the guides, few 
of whom know the mountain. The 
peak is ascended by a direct route 
up the ridge of rocks which falls 
from the highest summiLl 

Through a highly cultivated tract 
the road reaches another fine defile 
full of chestnut-trees. At Chironioo 
the glen of the same name leads to 
the wild and steep Passo di Parana 
and Val Verzasca. 

7i m. Giomico (Germ. Imis) (^Inn^: 
Posta, dear; Cervo, clean; Corona* 
dirty), a village of 700 Inhab. It 
has a high tower, and 2 very old and 
curious churches, — Santa Maria di 
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Castello, of which the substructure is 
said to exhibit traces of a fort, at- 
tributed to the Gauls (?); and San 
Nicolb da Mira. The architecture is 
Romanesque, and the E. end offers an 
unaltered specimen of the choir raised 
upon a vault that can hardly be called 
a crypt. Both these churches are 
interesting^ examples of a very early 
form of Christian buildings. 

Half-way to 

2^ m, •Bodio {Inns ; H. de Ville 
(Posta); Bissone), a heap of large 
rocks (Sassi Grossi) serves as a 
natural monument of the victory 
gained in 1478 over the Milanese 
by the Swiss, who had made a foray 
across the St. Gothard as far as 
BeUinzona, under pretext of an in- 
jury — the felling of some trees be- 
longinff to Canton Uri 

[High andrough passes lead through 
Val Oramosina and Val d'Efra to Val 
Verzasca.] 

^ The Val Leventina terminates a 
little beyond Pollegio, at the junction 
of the Val Blegno. After crossing the 
river from that valley the traveller 
reaches 

3j m. Biasca, 1110 ft {Inns: Posta; 
de la Gare). The village contains an 
ancient Romanesque church, situated 
on the slope of the hill. A chain of 
chapels, or Via Crucis, leads from it 
to the Chapel of St. Petronilla, whence 
there is a pleasing view. The valley 
from this point to the Lago Maggiore 
is called the Riviera, 

Diligence daily to Bisentis by the 
Lukmanier Pass (Rte. 85). 

Below the junction of the rivers 
Moesa and Ticino — when the road 
from the San Bernardino falls in (Rte. 
91) — stands Arbedo, memorable in 
history for the gallant stand by 3000 
Swiss against 24,000 Milanese, com- 
manded by the celebrated generals 
Delia Perffola and CarmagncSa 1422. 
The fight lasted from morning until 
nightfall, when more than half the 
Swiss had been killed. Near the 
Church of St. Paul, called Chiesa 
Rossa, from its red colour, about 
2000 were buried under 3 large 
mounds, still distinguishable. Defeat 
was at that period so unusual to the 



Swiss, even from a greatly superior 
force, that they retired across the 
Alps abashed and discouraged. 

The distant aspect of BeUinzona, 
surmounted by battlemented walls, 
which once stretched quite across 
the valley, and overhung by no less 
than 3 feudal castles, is exceedingly 
imposing and picturesque. It looks 
as though it still commanded, as it 
once did, the passage of the valley. 
The luxuriance of vegetation, and 
the magnificent forms of the moun- 
tains complete the gprandeur of the 
picture. 

14 m. BeUinzona (770 ft.) (Germ. 
Bellenz), — Inns: Angelo, clean and 
good; H.de Ville; H. BeUinzona. 

BeUinzona, situated on the 1. bank 
of the Ticino, here restrained by a 
long stone dam (Riparo Tondo), and 
crossed by a bridge of 14 arches, con- 
tains 2500 Inhab., and is one of the 
3 chief towns of the canton Tessin, 
and becomes the seat of government 
alternately with Lugano and liOcamo, 
for 6 years together. Within, it is 
Italian in its narrow and dirty streets, 
and in the arcades which run under 
its houses. It stretches across the 
vaUey to the river, so that the 
only passage Ues through its^ gates. 
It is stiU a place of commercial im- 
portance — situated as it is at the 
union of 4 roads — from the St. 
Gothard, the Bernardino, and the 
lakes of Lugano and Maggiore. It 
is of StiU greater military consequence, 
as the key of the passage from Lom- 
bardy into Germany, and has been 
strengthened by modem fortifications. 
It became the fruitful cause of intrigue, 
contest, and blooclshed, between the 
crafty Italians and the encroaching 
Swiss. 

The three picturesque Castles whicli 
StiU seem to domineer over the town, 
though partly in ruins, were built 144-.5 
by Italian engineers for PhUip M. 
Visconti. They subsequently becanae 
the residence of the 3 Swiss baiUffa 
deputed to govern the district, and 
were occupied by a garrison, and. 
armed witn cannon. The largest, 
caUed Castello Grande, or San Aficke^i^^ 
on an isolatedelii|kto the W. of tlie 
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town, beloiiged to Uri, and now serves 
as an arsenal and prison, and there is 
a fine -view from it (admission 1 fr.). 
Of the two castles on the £. the 
lower one, Castello di Mezzo, belonged 
to Schwyz, and the highest of all, 
Castello CofiariOy to Unterwalden. 

A few hours of Bellinzona will 
sufBce; Locarno (Rte. 112) is a pre- 
ferable halting-place. The traveller has 
the choice of two railroads to Milan : 
by the Lago Maggiore (Bte. 34b), or 
by the Lago di Lugano (Rte. 34a). 



ROUTE 34a. 

LUCERNE TO BELLINZONA, LUGANO, COMO, 
AND MILAN. 6T. GOTHARD RAILWAY. 



175 m. 5 Trains daily in 9 h. 35 m. express, 
12 h. 37 m. ordinary. 

N.B. — In this route only such information as 
is likely to be needed by railway travellers is 
given. For a fall account of the scenery and 
towns traversed, see Bte. 34. 

This important Railway, begun 1872 
and finished 1881, was designed to 
open a direct communication between 
W. Germany and Piedmont and Lom- 
bardy. Tiie Bt. Gothard was from 
early times one of the most fre- 
quented passes of the Alps ,* and the 
piercing of the Tunnel through the 
main chain now renders it passable for 
goods and passengers throughout the 
year. 

The carriages are entered at the 
ends, and the first-class have open side 
galleries excellent for seeing out^of. 
Seats on the right-hand side (going S.) 
are to be preferred, and a carriage as 
far as possible from the engine, to avoid 
steam-clouds and coal dirt 

Most pleasure travellers will prefer 
the Steamer as far as Fliielen, 27 miles. 
Boats run 5 or 6 times a day in 2}, 
express, to 2f hrs. 

From Lucerne the line makes a 
slight detour by 

11 ra. Rothkreuz Janet. Stat, until a 
direct line by Kiissnacht is opened to 

5 m. Jmmensee Stat., on the "W. 
shore of the lake of Zug (Inn: H. 
Rigi), at the N. base of the Rigi moun- 
tain. Steamer to Zug and Arth. 



5 m. Arth'Goldau Stat. Arth (Inn t 
Adler), a village and port on the lake, 
1., is the terminus of one of the re- 
markable railways up the Bigi, which 
is crossed by our line near Goldan 
viUage. The rly. is carried for some 
distance through the midst of the 
tremendous debris of rock and rubbish 
brought down by the vast Latidslip or 
FaUol the Roasberg, which buried this 
village in 1806, failing from a height of 
3000 ft. The rly. skirts the N. shore of 

The Lake of Lowerz, 3 m. long 
which was partly driven out of its bed 
by the landslip 

Steinen Stat. 

5 m. Sohwyi Stat. (Inns : Bossli, 
and Hediger's H.) is at Seewen, about 
a mile from Schwyz. It is a town of 
6260 Inhab., picturesquely situated at 
the foot of the singular mitre-shaped 
mountain— </ie Mythen (6244 ft.)— 
which has been conspicuous in the 
views all the way from Arth. 

The rly. is carried along the 1. bank 
of the Muotta, as far as its influx, into 
The Lake of Lnoeme at 

2 J m. Brunnen Stat. (Inns: Wald- 
stadter Hof; Adler; Bossli), the port 
of the Canton Schwyz — situated on one 
of the loveliest spots on the lake, two of 
whose romantic bays it commands. 
The view is well seen from the height 
behind the town called the Gutsch. 

Beyond Brunnen the rly. is carried 
along the base of the precipices 
and sheep pastures which form the 
K. shore of the grand Bay of Uri, 
all the way to Fliielen, traversing no 
fewer than ten tannels between these 
two places, in a distance of 8 m. The 
longest of these, 2120 yds., is near. 

4 m. Sisikon Stat. On the opposite 
shore, under the wooded heights of 
Seelisberg, is the green meadow of 
Biitli, the legendary scene of the oath 
of the 3 patriots, which led to the 
emancipation of the Forest Cantons, 
Nov. 7, 1307, close to 3 springs, which, 
it is said, sprung forth on this occa- 
sion. The meadow is the property of 
the Swiss Government. 

A little further on the rly. passes 
Tells Platte, marked by a Chapel 
painted with frescoes, where, according 
to the legend, Tell sprung ashore and 
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escaped from the boat which was carry- 
iog him to prison. 

4 in. Fliielen Stat., a village at the 
S. end of the lake, on the shore (Jnn : 
Umerhof). 1. above this, the Grup 
torrent enters the lake, usually a quiet 
stream, but after it had been bridged 
for the rly. it rose and swept away 
bridge and roadway, clean into the 
lake. A gallery of masonry, paved 
above with big stones, now protects 
the line, and carries the stream over- 
head, allowing the torrent to spread 
innocuously. The rly. n(»w enters the 
valley of the Reuss, running over the 
flat marsh on its rt. bank. 

2 m. AUdorf Stat. (^Inn: Post), a 
town of 2800 Inhab.— the capital of 
Canton of Uri, on the 1., famed in the 
story of Tell as the place where he shot 
the apple off his son's head. 

4 m. Erst/eld Stat., still on the flat. 
Here the line begins to ascend the 
slopes on the rt. bank of the Beuss to 

3 m. Amsteg Stat. 1759 ft. high 
above the village (Inna : H. des Alpes ; 
Post. The torrent from the Maderauer 
Thai, and shortly afterwards the Beuss, 
are crossed by lofty bridges. 

Near Intachi, 2168 ft., the rly. is 
carried over a grand viaduct, and near 
this occurs the first of the very remark- 
able corkscrew or Helix Tunnels, bored 
in the rock in a circle or loop, with a 
radius of only 15 chains and a gra- 
dient of 1 in 43; thus the railway 
attains a sudden change of level and 
direction. By means of three of these 
loop tunnels on the N. and four on the 
level of the great centre tunnel. 

The first loop is called the Gurt- 
nellen, or Pfaffensprung Tunnel, from 
a legend that a monk once leaped over 
the gorge from the rock which this 
tunnel pierces. It is 1606 yds. long. 
The ordinary tunnels in this part of the 
line, cut in the rock or in the form of 
arched galleries of masonry, follow one 
another so closely that it would be un- 
profitable to enumerate them. The 
steepest gradient on the way up to Gos- 
chenen is from. 23 to 26 per thousands 

11 m. Wasen Stat, 2780 ft., a large 
village (Inna: H. des Alpes; H. Ochs), 
where those who have time to spare 
should alight, in order to inspect the 



wonderfal works of the railway in the 
midst of wild alpine scenery, which 
is well seen from the Churchyard. 

Beneath the village the rly. crosses 
by a fine lattice Bridge 250 ft span 
over the Beuss to its rt. bank. It 
leaves Wasen behind until it reaches 
the 2nd Selix Tunnel of WaUingen, 
1199 yds. long, bored in granite, after 
traversing which it reorosses the river 
to its 1. bank and returns towards 
Wason, but at a height above the sea 
of 3000 ft., and, Still rishag, and 
crossing the Mayen Beuss, flowing 
from the Susten, on the finest Bridge 
on the whole line, reaches the 3rd 
Helix of Leggistein, 1204 yds. long. 
Again it resumes its original direction 
up the valley, looking down upon 
Wasen far below. Thus the spectator 
from Wasen beholds the railway upon 
3 different terraces intersected by 
bridges, tunnels, and other works, 
and is puzzled to see trains running 
backwards and forwards. 

A long tunnel leads to 

5 m. Goschenen Stat, 8500 ft. (H. 
GoBohenen). Buffet. (Hero the day 
express stops ^ hr.), an untidy village 
at the N. entrance of the great tunnel, 
where the workshops and waterworks 
for boring it wero established. 

One of the grandest scenes on the 
St. Gothard Pass is the Devil's Bridge 
over the Beuss, and the Umer Loch 
approached by the gorge of SchoUenen, 
one of the wildest in the Alps. They 
may be reached by following the old 
road for 3 m. from the station. Higher 
up, the Pass loses its interost, and the 
scenery is stem and dreary, until the 
summit is passed. 

The St. Oothard Tunnel. 
This stupendous opening, bored 
through the main chain of the Alps 
for a distance of 9^ m., 15 kUom. (i.e. 
2^ kilom. longer than the Mont (Jenis), 
runs N. and S. at an elevation of 3786 ft 
above the sea-level, and about 4600 ft. 
below the topmost ridge of the moun- 
tain. It runs nearly directly under 
the Devil's Bridge. It was begun in 
Novi 1872; the headings or borings 
from the 2 sides of the mountain met 
with wonderful exactness in Feb. 1880, 
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i.e. in TJ years from its commence- 
ment, and it was opened for traffic 1882. 
The enterprising contractor Was M. 
Jules Favre of Geneva, who died 
suddenly in the tunnel almost at the 
moment of its completion. The boring 
was effected by 26 drills moved by 
compressed air, piercing holes 4 ft. 
deep, which were filled with charges 
of djmamite. Each explosion brought 
down 2| cubic metres of stone. The 
rock traversed was chiefly hard granite 
or gneiss, also schist and other rocks. 
Near the centre a stratum of wet 
shifting rock-rubbish, semi-:guid, was 
met with, which exercised great pr6s- 
sur6, always descending, and was van- 
quished only by masonry supports, 
buttresses, and arches of enormous 
strength . The tunnel is lined through- 
out with masonry. 

The tunnel ends near 

10| m. Airoh) Stat., 3756 ft. {Inns : 
Post; H. Airolo), the first village on the 
Italian side of the Pass, on the river 
Ticino, whose course the rly: hence- 
forth follows down the Val Leventina. 
Below Fiesso tunnels begin again, and 
between this *and Faido'are the 4th 
and 5th spiral tunnels of Freggio, 1712 
yds'., SkjidFrato, and the rly. passes the 
rocky ravine of Dazio Grande. 

12 m. Faido Stat., 2365 ft. (Imis : 
P. of Wales; Angelo). 

Below Lavorgo the final and steepest 
descent is effected by several tunnels, 
including the two spiral ones of 
PicuuhTondo and Trave; the rly. 
whirling past superb scenery of rocks 
and forests and Italian CaiJbpanili, 
then crosses the river to ' ' 

Giomico Stat., 1236 ft. (Inn$ : Cervo i 
Corona). This village contains an old 
Lombaord, T&uoer of massive masonry, 
and' a very early Bomanesqae Chunky 
San Nicole alia Mira. 

By a lattice<girder bridge of two 
spans, each of 150 ft., the rly. recrosses 
the Ticino, and continues on its L. 
bank the rest of the way. 

17 m.. JBiasca Stat., 1112 ft. Buffet 
( Jnn : Grand Hotel); is situated oppo^ 
site a fine waterfall at the mouth of tibie 
Val Blegno, leading to the pass of the 
Lukmanier (Route 85). 

The rly., now in. tlie level valley, is | 



terraced along the base of the moun-^ 
tains through a country of exuberant 
fertility and dense vegetation, past the 
villages of Osogna and Glaro. 

Near the site of the battlefield of 
ArbJedo the Yal Mesocco opens out, 
and the road from the Bernardino Pass 
joins the St. Gothard route (Route &1); 

121 m. Bellinsona JTnnc, Buffet, 
761 ft. (Inns: H. de Ville; H. Bellin- 
zona, good J Angelo; Schweizerhof ) ; a 
picturesque town, 8670 Inhab., still 
surrounded by old walls and crowned 
by 3 Castlest was long regarded as the 
key to the entrance of Italy from 
Switzerland. It stands on the 1. bank 
of the Ticino, and is one of the three 
capitals of Canton Tessin. It has a 
bridge of 10 arches over that river. 
There is a good view from Castello 
Grande. It was built, as well as the 
two other fortresses, 1445, by Italian 
engineers for Philippe Maria YiscontL 
They afterwards became the residences 
of the bailiffs of the canton. 

BaUways : to Locarno — ^to Magadino 
along E. shore of the lake, vid, Pino, 
Luino, and Sesto Calende, to Novara 
and Turin .or Genoa .(Route 34b, and 
Uandhk. N, Italy, Route 14c. The 
drive from Bellinzona to Oomo is 
described in Route 1 14). 

Soon after quitting Bellinzoiia, thri 
rly. leaves the valley of the Ticino, and 
turning 1. from the line teSesto Calende 
and Locarno on the Lago Ma^gion), 
commences the ascent sdong the side 
of the valley towards Monte Cenere. 
After traversing the slopes of the 
mountains for about four miles, cross- 
ing ravines on lattice: bridges, and 
penetrating rocks in tunnels, the mouth 
of the Monte Cenere Tunnel, 3 m. in 
length and 1440 ft. above the sea, is 
reached ; on emerging from it the train 
enters the valley of the Agno,- a stream 
flowing into the N.W. bay of L. 
Lugano. 

7im. Bivera Bironioo&taL Hence* 
forth the rly. follows closely the line of 
the old carriage ]:t)ad, among fsrtile 
hills, to 

17 m. Lngsno Stat, (see Rte. 115), on 
a hill J hour's walk above the town. 
(Omnibuses do not meet all trains). 
It is aboui; 19 m.vfrom Como and 12 
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from Varese. The Lago dl Gomo at 
Menaggio may be reached by steamer 
and tramway in 2} hrs, and the Lago 
Maggiore at Luino in the same time 
(Rte. 115). 

The rly. to (19 m.) Ck)mo follows 
nearly the direction of the old road, 
which runs by the water-side, under 
Monte Scdvdtore, 

4 m. At Melide Stat, a promontory 
projects into the lake, from the point of 
which a stone causeway 2400 ft. long 
affords a passage for road and railway 
across the lake* 

2 m. Marogqia Stat. [Here a road 
strikes up the hills 1. to (2 hrs.) Lanzo 
cPIntelvi, where is a comfortable moun- 
tain hotel (H. Belvedere, open May 15 
to Oct. 15), situated at a height of 
1700 ft. above Lago Lugano, and com- 
manding magnificent views of the 
lake and surrounding mountains, and 
M. Bosa in the distance. The road 
from Maroggia as far as Arogno 6 m. 
is fair (post carriage twice daily). The 
rest of the journey must be made in a 
small mountain carriage. A second 
road leads to B<mo (U. Bovio fair), 
whence there is a beautiful path to the 
H. du Monte Generoso (see below). 
See Bte. 114.] 

After passing along the shore of the 
lake, the traveller quits it at 

Capokujo Stat. 

5 m. MendrUio Stat. (Jnn : H. Men- 
drisio), has manufactories of paper, 
silk, and hats, and 2800 inhab. It is 
supposed to be the cradle of the once- 
powerful Milanese family Delle Torre, 
or Torriani. The wine of the country 
is stored in mountain caves, whicn 
form capital cellars. To the sul- 
phureous baths of Stdbbio is a drive 
of 20 min. 

[Mendrisio, is the most convenient 
point for ascending Monte €hsneroso, 
5561 ft., the Bigi of the Italian lakes, 
but with a far finer mountain view. 
A good bridle-path, practicable also 
for small chars, leads in 2} hrs. to the 
excellent and well - furnished Hotd 
(H. du Monte Generoso), for 100 
guests, built and managed by Dr. 
Pasta, 4000 feet above the sea. The 
views from the hotel, as well as that 
from the summit (an easy walk of 



i hr.), are most magnificent. Monte 
Generoso, while commanding the lake 
scenery and the Alpine chain, from 
Monte Yiso to the Adamello group, 
also overlooks the great plain of Lom- 
bardy and its cities, Milan with its 
Duomo, the courses of the Po and 
Ticino. Lago Lugano lies at its feet. 
A path from the hotel leads in 5 hrs. to 
Argegno on the lake of Como (Bte. 116). 
Pension at the Generoso hotel. Eng, 
Ch. Service. Mules and chars may be 
obtained for the ascent at the hotel 
at Mendrisio: mule with guide 4 fr. 
It is advisable to go on mule-back, if 
practicable, for the jolting of the chars 
on part of the road is intolerable.] 

The Italian frontier and custom- 
house is reached at 

5 m. Ckiasio Stat. Buffet. The cus- 
tom house officers here are trouble- 
some and discourteous. 

3 m. Como Stat. (Bte. 116) out- 
side the town and thence to 

30 m. M11.AN. (H. Cavour, H. Milan, 
H. de la Ville). See Ecmdbk. N. Italy, 
Bte. 20. 

BOUTE 34b. 

BBLUNZONA TO SESTO CALENDS — ^RAU. 

Leavine the Lugano line to ascend 
the hillsides on the L, and the Locarno 
line to cross the Ticino to the r., the 
train proceeds along the swampy level 
to Magadino (Stat)^ 10 m., a wretched 
village. See Bte 112. 

The shores of the lake are followed 
to RanzO'Qera, 34 m. (stat.). 

The frontier of Italy is now crossed. 
The first Italian station is Ptno, 18 
m. ; but the stoppage for customs' 
examination is made at 

Luino, 26 m. (good buffet). Tramviray 
and road to Lago di Lugano. Rte. 112. 

Porto Vol Travaglia Stat. (30 m.) 
A long tunnel under the Sasso di Ferro 
leads to 

Laveno Junct. Hence there is a 
direct line to Milan. 

The Ime to the foot of the lake 
runs through undulathig country, 
often out of view of the IfULO, to Sesto 
Calende Junct. (50 m.). 

Hence there are lines to Milan and 
Novara. Dijife^ bylft^tiew^grosses the 
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Ticlno on 'a magnificent bridge. The 
express to Rome takes the latter route. 
(See Ifdbk. to N, Italy), 

For farther particulars as to the 
places on the lake, see Rte. 112. The 
steamboat will be preferred by all 
who are not pressed for time. 



ROUTE 35. 

LAUTERBBUNNEN OB MtJBBEN TO THE 
LOTSCHENTHAL, BT THE PETERS- 
GRAT, OR TO EANOERSTEa BT THE 
TSCHINOEL GLACIEB. 

The Schmadribach Inn at Traohsel- 
lauinen is the best starting-point, 2^ 
hrs. above Lauterbrunnen, 2 hours 
from Miirren. (Rte. 25, b.) 

A ^ood walker may easily perform 
the distance hence to Kandersteg in 
8^ hrs. without halts, and to the H. 
Nesthom in the Lotschenthal in about 
9. It is about 1 hr. from the Schmad- 
ribach Inn to the Steinberg Alp and 
foot of the glacier. Its easy surface 
is traversed for about 20 mm. to the 
ice-fall, where it becomes necessary to 
turn rt. to scale the neighbouring cliff. 
This is the steep face of rock called the 
Tschingel Tritt, ordinarily considered 
to be the main difficulty of the route. 
Below it lies an awkward slope and 
precipice. The rock, however, gives 
g^od hold, and few persons experience 
any real difficulty. 

Above the Tschingel Tritt the as- 
cent continues on rather steep slopes, 
for about 1^ hr., when the passage of 
the upper glacier commences. This 
is free of danger, if the rope is 
used. The silvery surface slants 
gently upward between the Brett- 
horn on the S. and Tschingelgrat, 
and Ospaltenhom on the N., until 
it stretches at the col, 9252 ft, be- 

r tween the E. cliffs of the Blumlis Alp, 

and a rock called the Mutt?iom, or 
Mittelhom, behind which rises the 
Tschingelhom, The ascent from the 
moraine will have taken from 1^ to 
2 hrs., but here, if time permits, 

^ . it is weU worth while to make a 

■^ ■ ddtonr (scarcely f of an hr.) to the 
OamchHucke, an opening overlooking 

^ the Kien Thai (Rte. 36), and framing, 



as it were a bird's-eye view of the 
plain of Switzerland and distant Jura. 
Directly below it the Gamchi Olacier 
slants steeply down and offers a pos- 
sible, but aimcult, path to the valley. 

At the col the routes to the Lot- 
schenthal and Kandersteg diverge. 
In the direction which the track has 
hitherto followed, the snow sinks to- 
wards the S.W. between the Bliimlis 
Alp and the comparatively low and 
curiously level ridge of neve, which 
extends from the Tschingelhom in 
the direction of the BaLmhom and 
Altels. Over this ridge, which forms 
the boundary between Berne and 
Valais, and is called the Feters-Orat, 
10,550 ft., lies the route to the Lot- 
schenthal. 

A short descent, followed by a new 
ascent over moderate slopes of n^ve 
in a direction nearly due S., leads in 
about an hour to the summit One 
wide crevasse is passed near the top, 
but the glacier shows no others. 
The ridge commands a magnificent 
view. In addition to the grand ranges 
which have been seen throughout the 
ascent, the traveller now finds himself 
exactly opposite the chain whose 
extremities are the Aletschhom and 
Bietschhom, which separates the Ldt' 
schenthal from the valley of the 
Rhone. 

The broad snow-covered Peters- 
Grat throws out seveg'al arms of gla- 
cier which descend into as many late- 
ral glens of the Lotschenthal. The 
usufu course is to follow the E. side 
of the Telli glacier which descends 
nearly S. from the point at which the 
ridge is attained. The slope, at first 
gentle, soon becomes steep, and the 
ice, sometimes easy enough, is occa- 
sionally much crevassed and difficult. 
The grand views of the peaks are for 
a time concealed, and their place sup- 
plied by the wild rock scenery of the 
Tellithal. When the Lotschenthal 
has been gained, it is but a short walk 
to the little Inn at Ried— H. Nest- 
hom (Rte. 38). 

[The more direct, but generally more 
difficult, pass of the Wettetiucke may 
also be taken from Trachsellauinen to 
the Lotschthalpig it^fhe/ ^eiliii^iK^la- 
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cier on the N. side is in some years so 
crevassed as to be extremely difficult. 
At other times it may, with a good 
guide, be easy to ascend. The descent 
on the S. side ie easy. The Bmthom 
(12,382 ft.) is accessible from the 
pass.] 

Descent to Kandersteg, — ^From the 
col, which forms the limit between 
the Tsehingel and Kander glaciers, 
the neve at first inclines with a gentle 
slope towards the Gasteren Thai. 
Hiis gradually becomes steeper, and 
after an hour's descent crevasses make 
it necessary to quit the glacier for 
the rocks on its S. or 1. bank. Here 
there is a spring, at which it is usiual 
to halt for rSreshment; A steep 
and rough descent of about 2500 ft., 
with view of the magnificent ice-fell, 
and then a short passage over the 
lower end of the glacier, lead in 1-J 
hr, from this point to the ch&lets of 
the Gasteren Thal^ opposite the glacier 
Xiotschen Pass. The scenery of this 
wild and savage valley, enclosed by 
the cliffs of the Doldenhom^ Balmhorn 
and AUelSf is of the highest order, and 
well deserves an excursion from Kan- 
dersteg by those who do not cross 
the pass. A track, used by the 
herdsmen, leads in 2 hrs. &om these 
ofa^lets, sometimes called Gasteren- 
dorf, or Im Selden, where milk, cheese, 
and, in case of need, hay to sleep 
upon, may be q|;)tained, to Eandersteg 
(Rte. 37). Time, the reverse way, 
11 hrs. 



ROUTE 36. 

liAUTERBRUNNEN OR MtJRREN TO KAN- 
DEBSTEO, BY THE PASSES OF THE 
SEFINEN FURKE, AND BiJNDENGRAT. 
Lanterbruniiea to Hrs. 

Mtirren 2i 

SefinenFurke z\ 

KienThal 1 

Dtfndengrat 3i 

OeschinenSee ..... 2 
Kandersteg 1 

This route leads through a succes- 
sion of magnificent scenery. . The two 
passes, however, if taken in one day, 
make it very laborious, and the de- 



scent into the valley of Oeschinen is 
awkward after dark, although the 

{)ath has been improved. The travel- 
er, however good a walker he may 

b^ i^ill -do well to allow himself 14 
hrs. of daylight 

On leaving X>auterbrunnen there is 

a choice of routes: one by the valley, 
following the road to Stechelberg, 
and then to the right up the Sefinen 

Tlml ; the other aUd far better plan, to 
sleep at Murren (Rte. 25, B), starting 
in good time on the following morn- 
ing. From Mtirren the traveller can 
either descend to the Sefinen Thai 
(for the purpose of enjoying its savae^ 
scenery) and pursue the upward paUi, 
which finally mounts rt. to the pas- 
tures, with a grand view on the 1. of 
the precipices of the GspoUtenhom, 
11,260 ft.; or follow the direct track, 
round the shoulder of the Schilthom, 
to the same point on the Boganggen 
Alp. Here, at a height of 6663 ft., is a 
group of chalets, and from these the 
track, passing a tarn, slants up steep 
debris to the 

Sefinen Furke, 8566 ft., an opening 
in a very narrow chain of crags, con- 
necting the Gross Hundshorn^ 9607 ft. 
(and Schilthom, 9728 ft.), with the 
Buttlasseny 10,463 ft., a buttress of 
the Gspaltenhorn— and along which 
chamois occasionally pass, as over a 
bridge, from the Blumlis Alp. The 
view is very fine, including the Faul- 
horn, and below it the Wengern Alp 
and its hotel, which is easily discern- 
ible; but the great features are the 
Jungfrau in the E., and the Bliunlis 
Alp, or Frau, in the W. Far down 
lies the Kien Thai, and 1.. at its head, 
the Gamchi Glacier^ by which a pas- 
sage has been made to the Gatnscki- 
liicke, and Tsehingel glacier. The 
traveller wUl look with some interest 
down the apparently impassable rocks 
at his feet, and across to the ridg^e 
which he will soon have to climb, per- 
haps in the heat of the day. A moun- 
taineer can now shorten the way by 
turning L along the Biittlassen, de- 
scending to the Gamchi glacier, and. 
then steering direct for the Diinden- 
grat ; but the ordinary course is to 
go a little D^^d^V3%n4)^en down 
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debris of shale so steep that caution 
will be necessary to avoid a slip. 
Below it is sometimes followed by a 
slope of snow, which lands the tra- 
veller on the greensward of the Dur" 
renberg Alp I hr. from the top (2 hrs. 
up). From this point the route taken 
by the guides leads to a bridge at the 
hamlet of Tschingel, on the Bund Alp^ 
so low down the vaUey as to increase 
considerably the toil of the next as- 
cent; and if the tourist is fatigued, or 
the sun much past the meridian, he will 
do well either to make up his mind to 
sleep at some chalets near the head 
of the Kien Thai, or else to take 
the opportunity which here pre- 
sents itself of descending to the car- 
riage-road at Beichenbach. But there 
is a short cut which will save an hour. 
The head of the Kien Thai is divided 
by a ridge, below which the torrent 
runs in a ravine, and, if the guide 
knows the way, this can be crossed 
near the foot of the glacier. The 
ascent to the 

Dmdengratf 8619 ft., between the 
SclwDarzhom and Blumlis Aip, 12,041 
ft., is steep, but over good ground, 
and a view is soon obtained of the 
pyramidal Niesen, and the lake of 
Thun beyond it Near the top it 
becomes rather rough, and the stones 
are succeeded by a bed of snow, 
which adds a ^od deal to the fatigue 
of the last h^-hour. From this to 
the top of the ridge is but one step, 
and the rest is down-hill. Here a hut 
has been built by the Swiss Alpine 
Club to facilitate the ascent of the 
BlUnUis Alp (12,041 ft.). A magnificent 
view opens. The glittering Blumlis 
Alp, which is here quite close, with 
a triple glacier streaming down its 
side, and farther off the Doldenhom, 
11,965 ft., and the beaudful lake of 
Oeschinen encompassed by it, form a 
scene of wild and singular beauty. 
The descent f^om the high pastures 
to the level of the lake is practicable 
only by one route, where steps have 
been cut along the faces of the rocks. 
The path runs under a cliff, on the 
W. shore of the lake, and thence in 
1 hr. through a pine wood to the 
Victoria Hotel at ^ 



Kcmdersteg (^ee Bte.37), 1§ m. from 
the H. de TOurs and H. Gemmi at 
the foot of the Gemmi. 



ROUTE 37. 

THE OEMHI, THUN TO LEUKERBAD 

AND THE VALAIS. 
Thun to Stunden. £ug. m. 

; I Carriage-road I ^* • ®. 



Leuk 
Sua ten, 



16 . i6i 

A carriage may be hired at Thun. 
A pleasanter and commoner route is 
to take the steamboat to Spiez, a very 
pretty place, close to which is a good 
hotel, the Spiezerhof. Hence 10 miles 
to Frutigen. Horse and guide for the 
Niesen 17 fr. But prices vary. 

[This pass may also be taken from 
Interlaken. The hi^h road to Thun 
is left a little beyond Leissingen, and 
a char-road mounts the hill to Aeschi 
(see further), and descends from theikce 
to Mfihlenen, about 4 leagues from In- 
terlaken. Pedestrians may make a 
short cut] 

The Gemmi (pronounced Ghemmi) 
is one of the most remarkable mule- 
passes in the Alps. 

The first part of the route lies 
along the beautiful shores of the 
lake of Thun. Near the tall tower 
of Streilingen it crosses the Kander 
by a lofty bridge. That river ori- 
ginally avoided the lake altogether, 
and, flowing for some distance paral- 
lel to it, joined the Aar below Thun. 
Owing to the Quantity of mitd and 
gravel which it brought with it, and 
the slight inclination of its channel 
in this part of its course, it converted 
the surrounding district into an un- 
healthy marsh. This in 1714 was 
corrected at the expense of the canton, 
by turning the nver into the lake 
through a canal, 3000 ft. long, and 
272 ft. broad, and which, seen from 
the bridge in crossing, has much the 
appearance of a natural ravine. By 
t£i8 change the land on the banks of 
the Aar has beegigfji^^s^^^^^gf^^e 
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STofitable, while the deposit brought 
own by the river into the lake has 
so accumulated as to form a delta, 
extending already nearly a mile from 
the shore. 

The road passes the mouth of the 
Simmenthal (Rte. 42), guarded on 
one side by the Stockhom, 7195 ft, and 
on the other by the Niesetij 7763 ft. 
(Rte. 2b, a), two noble mountains, 
between which the valley opens out 
a scene of exceeding beauty, with 
the Castle of Wimmis standing as it 
were in its jaws. 

5 m. Wyler [a road turns 1. to Aeschi, 
The ascent of ^ hr. will be well re- 
paid by the view from the churchyard. 
At your feet the Lake of Thun, with 
a peep into the singular Justi Thai 
on its N. side; beyond Thun the range 
of the Jura ; 1., close at hand, the 
rival mountains Niesen and Stock- 
horn ; rt. the Lake of Brienz, Roth- 
horn and Pass of the Briinig, topped 
by the Titlis. S. the snowy giants of 
the Oberland. There is a carriage- 
road from Aeschi direct to MUhlenen.] 

On the margin of the lake rises an- 
other picturesque castle, that of Spiez. 
Skirting the base of the Niesen, we 
enter the valley of Frutigen, remark- 
able for its verdure and fertility, and 
which may be said to exhibit Swiss 
pastoral scenery in perfection. 

At Emdthal a road branches off to 
(10 min.) Heustrichhad, a large and 
good Pension. A mile further is 

5 m. Miihlenen (H. and Pension Nie- 
sen). At Eeichenbach (H. de TOurs) the 
Kienthal opens to the S.E., and a view 
of the Bliimlis Alp. Ascending by 
the side of the Kander, we reach 

4im. Ft-utigen^Inns: Helvetia; Ad- 
ler (Post); Belle vue, a pretty house 
outside the town, belonging to the 
landlord of L*Ours at Kandersteg — 
all good and reasonable, with view of 
the Altels), Frutigen (over 4000 In- 
hab.), is for the most part not older 
than 1826-7, at which time it was 
nearly destroyed in two consecutive 
conflagrations. There are many match 
manufactories here. Beyond it the 
valley divides — the Engatligen Thai 
leading W. to Adelboden (Rte. 40); 
the Kander Thai to the Gemml. 



[The ascent of the Niesen may be 
made from Frutigen by a bridle-path 
in 4 hrs., and there are 3 other com- 
manding points much easier of access 
— ^the Elsighom^ between the vallevs 
of the Kander and Engstligen ; the 
Ubliberg, 1^ hr. to the E. ; and the 
Gerihorn, to the W., over the Bellevue.] 

The road, on leaving Frutigen, 
crosses the Engstligenbach by a 
bridge, from which there is a short 
cut into the Engstligen Thai (3 hours 
to Adelboden), and passes under the 
castle of Telienburg, formerly resi- 
dence of the amtmann, or bailiff of the 
district. It then crosses the Kander, 
and proceeds up its rt. bank into 
the beautiful Kander Thai, where the 
snowy Altels closes a long vista of 
romantic scenery. 

At one of the prettiest spots, 3 m., 
will be found the 

Ilotel Altels, at a hamlet called 
Mittelholz; and a little beyond it, 
deeply buried in a wood, the Blausee 
(a Pension), a tarn of exquisite trans- 
parency and blue colour, and well 
worth a visit. It is only 10 min. 
rt. of the road, which ascends steeply 
below crags, on one of which is the 
ruin of the Felsenburg tower. At a 
height of about 3800 ft. the traveller 
enters the vale of 

Kandersteg, {Inns: H. de I'Ours ; H. 
Genuni ; both good, and at the foot 
of the Gemmi, where the carriage- 
road ends. H. Victoria, in the centre 
of the vale, opposite the entrance 
of the Oeschinenthal.) Good guides 
with a tariff; F. Ogi, G. Keichen, 
recommended. E. C. S. From Kan- 
dersteg to Leukerbad is about 5 
hrs. ; the path is obvious, and there 
is no occasion for a guide. Kan- 
dersteg is the last village in the 
valley: its scattered habitations con- 
tain about 700 individuals. It is 
beautifully situated 3839 ft. above the 
sea, at the N. base of the Gemmi. 
Wood cut in the mountain forests 
is here set afloat in the Kander, and 
thus conveyed into the lake of Thun, 
where the logs are collected and se- 
parated by the various proprietors. 
The fern Cistopteris montana grows at i 
Kander8lg|.|^|^(^^|emmi. 
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[Excwrsiiyns, — Those who are not 
obliged to hurry through should stop 
a day and make one, at least, of two 
excursions— either to the Oeschinen 
See, or to the Gasteren Thai, The 
entrance to the Gasteren Thai is di- 
rectly behind the Ours hotel, through 
a gorge, where, just within the moutn, 
the Kander thunders in a long fall 
beneath a frail bridge and overhanging 
cliff. The path leads in 20 min. to 
the valley, where wall-like precipices 
rise to the Fisistock and Doldenhom on 
the N^ to the Altels and Balmhom on 
the S., and enclose a level vale; a 
scene of striking and sarage grandeur, 
which is hardly surpassed in the Alps. 
4 or 5 hrs. will suffice to go to the 
highest chalets of Im Selden and back. 
The Oeschinen See (horse 8 fr.) is 
about 1 hour E, of the Victoria Hotel. 
Here the traveller will find, hemmed 
in by precipices and glaciers, a lar^ 
mountain tarn, which mirrors on its 
smooth surface the snowy peaks of the 
Bliimlis Alp — one of the most beauti- 
ful scenes of the kind in Switzerland. 
The Bliimlis Alp, or Frau, consists of 
a group of 5 peaks, running N.£. and 
S. W., precipitous towards the Tschin- 
gel glacier, and of which the 3rd 
and 4th are the highest — Weisse Frau, 
12,0U {i.,Blumlisalphom, 12,041 ft. In 
front, or to the N., are three minor 
peaks, Wilde Frau, Blumlisalpstock and 
Oeschinen Bothhom. The first ascent 
was made by Dr. Both and M. de 
Fellenberg, who reached the top of 
the Weisse Frau; the first ascent 
of the highest point by Messrs. Leslie 
Stephen and Stone, and Dr. Liveing. 
In two hrs. 55 min. they climbed the 
glacier f^om the Dundengrat, where 
a Club hut now facilitates the expedi- 
tion, and passed behind, or to the S;, 
of theBliimlisalpstock to a depression 
between theBothhorn andBliimlisalp- 
hom. From that point a long, narrow 
ardte led to the top in 1 hr. 40 min. 
It was also ascended in 1874 without 
difficulty from the Tschingel glacier. 
The Doldenhom, 11,965 ft, rises to 
the rt. of the BlUmlis Alp, and is 
easier of ascent. 

W. of the Ours hotel rises the 
unfrequented pastoral Uschinen Thai, 



bounded W. by the Lohner, At its 
head is a passage under the rocks of 
the Felsenhom to the Schwarenbac 
Inn, and in the opposite direction 
round the Tschingellochtighom to Adel- 
boden in 6 hours. 

Two other passes lead to Adelboden 
(Bte. 40) ; 1, the Bonder Grot, N. of the 
Lohner (the gap and Steinmann are seen 
on the ascent of the Gemmi), and 2, 
Almen Grat (5 hrs.), up the rocks 
opposite the Victoria Hotel. These 
used to be scaled partly by a ladder, 
which still remains, but is no longer 
wanted, as steps have been cut. The 
track leads to an upland valley, which, 
however, can be reached by an easier 
path from the Ours over the shoulder 
of the mountain. From the summit 
(2 hrs. 50 min.) the view comprises 
the Bliimlis Alp, Jungfrau, and Oe- 
schinen Thai and lake. 

The Doldenhom, 11,965 ft., is a 
steep and difficult mountain. It was 
ascended in 1862 by Dr. Both and 
M. de Fellenberg, on the N.W., 
which seems the only practicable side. 
From the glacier on the N. they 
gained the ridge connecting the 
mountain with the Klein Doldenhom 
on the W., and so the summit. The 
Freundenhorn, between the Doldenhom 
and Bliimlisalp, was first ascended 
July, 1871.] 

The Gemmi. 

Immediately above the H. de I'Ours, 
the ascent of the Gemmi commences 
in earnest. The path lies for the first 
lA hr. through steep forest to the 
stioulder of uie mountain, where it 
passes the boundary of cantons Berne 
and Valais, and commands a view up 
the grand Gasteren ThaL Running 
nearly on a level through the pre- 
cipitous wood it soon emerges upon a 
tract of pasture, from which the Al- 
tels rises on the L, separated from 
the Binderhom by the Zagen glacier. 
The steep that follows was rendered 
desolate by the fall of an avalanche 
from the Binderhom in 1782, and 
the path winds upward for some 
distance, among fragments of rock to 
the solitary 

Schwarenbach Inn (J^feftiwalking), 
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kept by Andreas Anderegg, brother of 
the celebrated guide, Melcmor,a moun- 
tain inn, with fair sleeping accommoda- 
tion. In this gloomy spot the German 
poet Werner laid the scene of a still 
more gloomy tragedy, * Der vier nnd 
zwanzigste Februar/ The extra- 
vagant and improbable plot has no 
foundation in fact. 

[Mountaineers may make several 
excursions hence. The ascent of the 
AUels, 11,923 ft, about 6 hrs. np, and 
3 down. The way is along the snow 
on the edge of the precipice over- 
hanging the Zagen glacier, bnt the 
slope is steep and formidable, except 
to practised climbers. Behind the 
Altels rises 

The Babnhom, 12,100 ft., a mountain 
higher, but not quite so difficult. The 
route lies rt. of the Altels, to the 
ridge connecting the Balmhorn with 
the Rinderhorn. Thence along the 
ar^te to the top (5 to 6 hrs.). A 
descent, not difficult but long and 
fatiguing (1868), to Leukerbad has 
been accomplished by the wall of 
rocks. There is one place at which 
it is possible to pass from these rocks 
to the Fluh glacier. 

It is possible to pass directly from 
the Balmhorn to the Altels, but the 
route is somewhat difficult. 

The Rinderhorn, 11,372 ft., is the 
nearest to the Schwarenbach Inn. 
Guide to any of the three, 20 fr. 

The Wildstrubel, 10,715 ft., can also 
be ascended from this place ; or a 
pass made o?er it toAn der Lenk, (4} 
hrs. to the col. There is a little- 
known pass from Schwarenbach lead- 
ing, in 5} lirs., to Adelboden (Rte. 
39). There are no difficulties, but it 
would be hopeless to find the way 
over the two cols without a guide.] 

About 2 m. beyond Schwarenbach 
the Gemmi road reaches and runs 
along the margin of the Dauben See, 
supplied hy^ the snows of the Wild- 
strubel, which often swell it so as to 
cover the path: for 8 months of the 
year it is frozen. Nothing can exceed 
the dreary aspect of the seared and 
naked limestone rocks on either side: 
they seem too barren for the lichen, 
yet their flora is interesting. 



The top of the pass, 7553 ft above 
the sea, is 1^ hr. from Schwaren- 
bach. From the ff, Wildstntbely a small 
inn, a superb view is obtained of the 
chain of Alps beyond the Rhone, sepa- 
rating the V alais from Piedmont. 

The highest summits, reckoning 
from the W., are :— thePigne d*Arolla, 
the Kont Collon, easily recognised 
by the deep deft in its side; the 
Dent Blanche. Then come three or 
four minor peaks at the head of the 
Val d' Anniviers. Above them are seen 
the Dent d*H^rens and Matterhom, 
both peaks of bare rock. The series is 
terminated by the Weisshom and the 
Mischabel, which is in itself a complete 
group of snowy peaks, and the most 
beautiful feature of the view. Be- 
tween it and the Weisshom there is 
just a peep of the Nordend and 
Hochste Spitze of Monte Rosa. Di- 
rectly W. of the pass rises the Lam- 
meren glacier leading to the Wild- 
strubel, and in front the cliffs of the 
Daubenhom, 9449 ft. 

On beffinnin^ the descent the 
traveller finds himself on the brink 
of a precipice of about 1800 Ft. It 
is principally upon the faces of a 
buttress of a vast wall that one of 
the most extraordinary of all the 
alpine roads, constructed in 1736-41,by 
a party of Tyrolese labourers,has been 
carried. Its zigzags have been in- 
geniously contrived, for in many places 
the rocks overhang the path, and an 
upper terrace projects farther out 
than the one immediately below it. 
When it was first made and consisted 
merely of a shallow groove in the 
rock, it must have been far more 
striking than at present. The improve- 
ments that have been carried on year 
after year have ended in making it a 
roomy and perfectly good mule-path, 
but It is, nevertheless, most impru- 
dent to ride down it. It is about 2 m. 
in length. 

The wonders of this descent are 
greatly increased to those who ap- 
proach it from the side of Leukerbad. 

" The upper end of the valley, as 
you look towards the Gremmi, has all 
the appearance of a cul-de-sac shut 
in by a m<^|®|f«eaiv»|ll^ Up to the 
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very last moment, and until yon reach 
the foot of the precipice, it is impos- 
sible to discover whither the road 
goes, or how it can be carried np 
a vertical surface. It is a mere 
shelf — in some parts a groove cut 
in the face of the cliff, just wide 
enough for a mule to pass ; and at the 
turns of thiB zigzags you constantly 
overhang a depth of nearly 500 ft." 
In a niche of the rook a large white 
cross has been placed to the memory 
of a French lady, who, falling from a 
mule, was killed here in 1 86 1 . Lower 
down remains of a hut are pointed 
out, in which, it is said, a hermit once 
lived. He had to climb to it up a pole. 

The following rather amusing clause, 
relative to the transport of invalids, is 
copied from the regulations issued 
by the director of the baths : — " Pour 
une personne au-dessus de 10 ans il 
faudra 4 porteurs; si elle est d'un 
poids au-dessus du commun, 6 por- 
teurs: si cependant elle est d*un poids 
extraordinaire, et que le commissaire 
le juge necessaire, il pourra ajouter 
•2 porteurs, et jamais plus." The 
ascent from the Baths to the summit 
takes 2 hrs. The first 20 min. are 
on flat ground. 

Leukerbad — Fr, Loueohe-les' Bains — 
not to be confounded with Leuk. 
•Inns: H. des Alpes, best; E. C. S. 
Maison Blanche, well spoken of; 
Bellevue; H. de France; Union; H. 
Brunner, cheap. 

A hath costs 2 fr. There are 5 bath 
establishments attached to the hotels. 

Xieukerbad is a village of about 
500 Inhab., situated 4642 feet above 
the level of the sea, \,e. higher than 
any mountain in Great Britain and 
at the end of a valley terminated 
towards the Gemmi by tremendous 
precipices, which will remind the tra- 
veller of a cirque in the Pyrenees. The 
hot springs (117° to 124° F.) attract 
a number of visitors, chiefly Swiss and 
French, during the season, viz. in July 
and August, though the inns are open 
from May to Oct<3)er. The baths and 
adjacent buildings have been three 
times swept away by avalanches since 
their establishment in the 16th cent.; 
and, to guard against a recurrence 



of the calamity, a very strong dyke 
has been built behind the village. 
Such danger, however, is past before 
the bathing season begins. One of the 
first patrons of Leukerbad was the 
Cardinal and Bishop of Sion, Matthew 
Schinner. 

The springs, to the number of 10 
or 1 2, rise in and aroun^ the village, 
and nine-tenths of them run off into 
the Dala torrent without being used. 
The chief spring of St Lawrence bursts 
forth in the middle of the village — a 
rivulet in volume, with a tempera- 
ture of 124° Fahr. It is used after 
being slightly cooled. The other 
springs vary somewhat in tempera- 
ture. They all contain only a small 
portion of saline matter, and seem 
to owe their beneficial effects less 
to their mineral qualities than to 
their heat and the mode of using 
them. The patient begins with a 
bath of an hour's duration, but goes 
on increasing it daily, until at length 
he remains m the water 8 hours a 
day — from 5 to 1 a.m., and 2 to 5 p.m. 
The usual cure time (kur) is about 3 
weeks. The necessity of preventing 
the ennui of such an amphibious exis- 
tence, if passed in solitude, has led to 
the practice of bathing in common. 
The principal bath-houses are divided 
into compartments, each about 20 ft. 
square, capable of holding 15 or 20 
persons, and with two entrances, com- 
municating with dressing-rooms, one 
for the ladies, the other for the gentle- 
men. Along the partitions runs a 
slight gallery, into which visitors 
are sometimes admitted. The stran- 
ger on entering will perceive a group 
of some 12 or 15 heads emerg- 
ing from the water, on which float 
wooden tables holding coffee-cups, 
newspapers, snuff-boxes, books, and 
other aids, to enable the bathers to 
while away their allotted hours. The 
patients, a motley company, of all 
ages, both sexes, and various ranks, 
delicate young ladies, burly friars, . 
invalid officers, and ancient dames, arc 
ranged around the sides on benches, 
below the water, all clad in woollen 
mantles, with a tippet over their 
shoulders. It is not a little amusing 
K 2 
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to see people sipping their breakfasts, 
or reading up to their chins in water 
— in one comer a party at chess, in 
another an apparently interesting 
tete-a-tete ; while a solitary sitter may 
be seen reviving in the hot water a 
nosegay of wi&ered flowers. The 
temperature of the bath is preserved 
by a supply of fresh water constantly 
flowing into it, from which the pa- 
tients drink at times. Against the 
walls are hung a set of regulations 
and sumptuary laws for the preserva- 
tion of order and decorum signed by 
the burgomaster, who enforces his 
authority by the threat of a fine of 
2 fr. for the highest offence against 
his code. 

"Art. 7. Personne ne peut entrer 
dans ces bains sans etre revetue 
d'une chemise longue et ample, d*une 
etoffe grossi^re, sous peine de 2 fr. 
d'amende. 

**Art 9. La meme peine sera en- 
courue par ceux qui n'y entreraient 
pas, ou n'en sortiraient pas, d'une 
mani^re decente." 

The hours of subaqueous penance 
are, by the doctor's decree, succeeded 
by one hour in bed. 

Dr. Reichenbach, from Geneva, re- 
sides here in summer. 

Excursions : — 

a. The principal curiosity of the 
neighbourhood is the Ladders (Lei- 
tern). The broad terrace-walk S. of 
the bath-house is continued by a path 
through woods, which, in 1^ m., leads 
to the foot of a precipice, called 
Wandfluh, where 8 rough ladders are 
placed nearly perpendicularly against 
the face of the cliff. This is the pea- 
sants' road to Albinen, a village on the 
mountain, and before the Torrenthom 
path was made was the only means 
by which the inhabitants, without a 
long circuit, could communicate with 
the baths. The ladders, which are 

Einned to the crevices of the rock by 
ooked sticks, are often awry, and 
rather unsteady . They are traversed 
at all seasons, day and night, by the 
natives— by children, as well as men 
and women, and their use has given 
rise to a Bloomerish modification of 
the dress of the female peasants. In 



climbing the mountains the petticoat 
is tucked up, and the wearers do not 
differ in appearance from boys. There 
is an easy path from Albinen to Inden, 
and another to Leuk and Susten. 

1). A fine day may be well devoted 
to the ascent of the Torrenthom (or 
Mainghom), a mountain rising £. of 
Leukerbad. Horses can reach the 
sunmiit (9679 ft. above the sea) in 3^ 
hours. It commands a wonderfully 
fine panorama — an unbroken series of 
peaks from Mont Blanc to the Sim- 
plon ; with the Bietschhom £. above the 
Ldtschenthal, and at the head of that 
valley the principal Oberland peaks ; 
with the Balmhom, Altels, and 
BlumUs Alp on the W. and N. The 
ridge ends in a precipice, dropping to 
wild crags and the head of the small 
Maing Glacier, The first 1200 ft. is 
steep. Descent in 2^ hours. 

From the Torrenthom it is a beau- 
tiful walk to the Lotschenthal by the 
Faidum Pass between the Kothhom 
and Laucherspitze. Down-hill all the 
way, 4J hrs.; or 7 J from Leukerbad. 

The cascade of the Data (i hr.'s walk), 
is worth a visit, and the rocky pass, 
called Felsen Gallerie, on the way to 
Sierre, is a very striking scene. (^See 
below.) 

Above Leukerbad the valley ter- 
minates in the Fluh or Dala glacier, 
by which pedestrians may reach 
Kandersteg in 9 hrs. by the beautiful 
Flvh Pass. 3 hrs. to the glacier, which 
is traversed between two small ice- 
falls: f hr. to the ridge by snow- 
slopes. Descent, steep at first, is 
made further to the rt. and leads to 
the track of the Lotsch pass. (See 
Rte. 38.) 

There is a pass to Elippel, bv the 
Regizi Furke, to the rt. of the 
Fluh pass. The col is reached in 4^ 
hrs. from Leukerbad. The descent 
bears to the rt. until the streams are 
met, 1 hr. Then through trees and 
meadows to Kippel in 2^ hrs. from 
the coL 

From the baths of Leuk to the 
valley of the Khone is a fine carriaee^ 
road, following the course of Uie 
Dala, and wgyi^§|^g^[^g^^,^^ording a. 
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beautiful di'ive. It descends by nu- 
merous zigzags, past the Baths of 
Inden (an Inn : ana short cut for pe- 
destrians 1.), to the solid and lofty 
Dala bridge, 170 ft. above the torrent, 
whence is a mule-path to Sierre (see 
below). Hence it winds down the 
mountain, with beautiful views of the 
Rhone valley, in about 8 j m. (2^ hrs.' 
walk), to 

Leuk — Loufeche--(/nn: Couronne), 
a town of 1123 Inhab., with ruins of 
two castles, destroyed by the Valais- 
ans in 1414 — picturesque, with a 
charming view, out not a place to 
stop at. The road zigzags down, 
crossing the Rhone, and falling into 
the great Simplon road about ^ m. 
below the solitary inn at 

Susten Stat, (/nn ; H, de la Souste, 
good), Rte. 56, on the Valais railway. 

A mule-path is carried direct from 
Le Grand Pont (the Dala Bridge) 
through Salgesch to Sierre, 12 m., 
and is a short cut for those who wish 
to descend the valley of the Rhone. 

A little beyond the bridge the tra- 
veller finds himself beneath the sha- 
dow of a tremendous precipice, form- 
ing the corner of the Louche valley. 
The path is carried along a narrow 
ledge, and beneath it is a gaping 
abyss; above, the rocks lean so far 
forward that stones falling from their 
tops would descend upon the road, 
and it is therefore partly protected 
by a roof. This spot is called the 
Qalerie, and was the scene of a bloody 
combat in 1799, when the Yalaisans 
defended it for several weeks against 
the French, effectually checking all 
attempts to pass, by roUing down 
stones and logs from above. A rough 
and steep descent leads from this, in 
about 1^ hour, to 

Sierre^ upon the Simplon road (Rte. 
66). 

Pedestrians going from Leuker- 
bad to the Val d'Anniviers need not 
go through Sierre, but may reach 
the bridge across the Rhone by a 
footpath on l.,20 min. after passing the 
village of Salgesch, where lunch 
shotQd be secured. 



ROUTE 38. 

THE LOTSCHENTHAL AND ITS PASSES.—" 

A. TURTMAN TO KANDERSTEG, BY 

THE LOTSCH PASS. 

B. TUBTMAN TO THE EGGISCHHORN, 

By THE LOTSCHLUCKE. 

C. TURTMAN TO THE BEL ALP, BY 

THE BEICHGRAT. 

The Lotschenthal has been too 
much neglected by Alpine travellers. 
It abounds in fine scenery, leads to 
several interesting passes (Rtes. 35, 
37), and has now, at Hied, a fair 
mountain inn, H. Nesthorn. There is 
a car-road for some distance. Mines 
of argentiferous galena were formerly 
worked on the Rothenberg above 
Goppenstein. 

2 miles above Turtman a bridge 
over the Rhone leads 1. in J m. 
to the village of Gampel (^Inn, Lot- 
schenthal, homely), at the mouth of 
the narrow and steep valley of the 
Lotschenthal, rising, not in terraces, 
but with a rapid and continuous as- 
cent, mastered by a carriage-road 
as far as the old mines. Above Gam- 
pel the path enters a gorge. In 
about an hour there is a fall, not 
visible from the road, of no great 
height, but a large volume of water. 
Beyond the chapel of Goppenstein 
(4 m.), which has been often swept 
away by avalanches, the path crosses 
the Lonza to its rt. bank in a 
lovely scene of meadow, wood, and 
rock, after which the character of the 
valley is open and cheerful. At 

2 m. Ferden, it turns sharply to the 
east, and the view along both branches 
of the valley is superb. The upper 
portion is wider and longer than that 
which has been passed, extending to 
the Lotschen glacier, a branch of the 
great sea of ice of the Bernese Alps, 
overhung by theLauterbrunnen Breit- 
horn on one side, and the Schien- 
horn, an offset of the Aletschhorn, 
on the other; while on the S. the 
Bietschhom and Lotschthaler Breit- 
hom rise steeply in icy peaks. The 
cure's house at 

i m. Kippelf was for some years 
the sleeping-place of travellers. The 
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cure was an active mountaineer, but 
is now an old man. Few of the peo- 
ple can speak anything but their own 
German patois, f hr. above Kippel is 
Bied (Hotel Nesthom, a mountain 
inn, dear, 1884), at the foot of the 
Bietschhom. Joh. and Jos. Siegen of 
Hied, Lehner of Kippel, and P. Siegen 
and J. J. Henzen of Blatten are re- 
commended as guides. There is a foir 
tariff for the neighbouring expedi- 
tions, the chief of which is the ascent 
of the Bietschhom (12,966 ft.), the 
pyramid conspicuous from Saas, and 
the RiffeL Owing to the extremely 
rotten character of the rock, the 
climb is one of the longest and most 
difficult in the Alps, and only suited 
for very steady climbers. A hut has 
been built 3 hours above Bied to faci- 
litate the ascent. 

[From Bied the passes of the Peters^ 
grat and Wetterlucke (see Rte. 35) lead 
toLauterbrunnen. Mountaineers pro- 
ceeding to Yisp and Zermatt may 
take the Baltschiederjochf a fine pass 
(8 hrs.). From Bied a steep ascent 
over boulders leads to the gap imme- 
diately £. of the Bietschhom. The 
descent lies over the Baltschieder 
glacier and through the long narrow 
glen of the same name. On the oppo- 
site W. flank of the Bietschhom the 
Bietschjochf a fine and easy glacier 
route, leads in 8 hrs. to the Rh6ne 
valley at Baron. There are two fine 
glacier passes to the Schwarenbach, 
the MUdersteinjochy and Andereggjoch 
(8 to 10 hrs.). The first lies W. of 
the Rinderhora, the second between 
the Rinderhom and Altels.] 

a. To Kandersteg by the Ldtschen 
Pass, This pass between the Yalais 
and the Canton Berne was formerly in 
much use, and remains of the mule> 
path, which was then carried across 
the entire way, are stUl to be seen. 
Since the construction of the Gemmi 
road a century and a half ago, this 
has fallen into decay, and the ex- 
tension of the glaciers, which seems 
to have been universal at one time 
in this part of the Alpine chain, de- 
stroyed part of the old route. The pass 
is not difficult in good weather, but it 
is better suited for a mountaineer than 



an ordinary tourist. It may be ac- 
complished in 8 to hi's.' walking 
from Ferden. 

From Ferden the ascent to the 
Ldtschen pass lies for about 2^ hrs. 
over pastures, bare stony slopes and 
beds of snow. The col (8796 ft.) 
is overhung by the grand preci- 
pices of the Bedmhom, which forms 
the eastem end of the Altels group. 
[" By giving 2 or 3 hrs, more to 
Uie excursion, a high peak to the 
E., called the Jlockenhom, may be as- 
cended. Our guide did not suggest 
it till we had nearly reached the 
col, from which it is 1^ hr., chiefly 
over ice. Some very steep slopes 
are to be crossed^ from which the 
eye plunges down right into the 
6ast«renthal, 5000 to 6000 ft. be- 
neath. A singular and most striking 
scene occurs in passing round an in- 
sulated steeple of rock, rismg out of 
the ice, with a pool of clear blue water 
at Its foot. Between it and the peak 
lies a narrow isthmus of ice, sloping 
steejply do^n on either side ; after 
passing this, the icy shoulder of the 
mountain is to be wound round, with 
empty space on two sides ; and then 
the last ascent, up a sharp pile of 
stones, takes 15 min. The view is 
superb. To the S. and S.W. the 
Mischabel, the Matterhom, and Mont 
Blanc, towering far above nearer 
mountains, are uie leading objects. To 
the £. the Tschingelhorn and other 
points of the chain on which we stood, 
extending to the Jungfrau. To the W. 
a sea of lower mountains towards the 
Simmenthal, and an extensive view 
over the Bernese lowlands. Retracing 
our course for a good.way, we then de- 
scended over bare rocks and beds of 
snow to the lower part of the Balm- 
gletscher, and reached in a short 2 hrs. 
from the Hockenhom the point where 
the direct route across the Xotsehbei^ 
quits the glacier, after lying across it 
probably for 1-) to 2 m. Thence there 
IS about 1^ hr. of very steep descent 
into the Gasterenthal. The river is to 
be crossed by a bridge, which must 
not be missed : thence to Kandersteg, 
about 2 hrs."— JS^. WA 
Even without ma&ng the excur- 
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sion to the IHochenbom, the view 
from the col is extremely fine, deci- 
dedly superior to that from the Gem- 
mi, or any of the passes over the 
chain to the E. of it. In descending 
into the Gasterenthal there are some 
long slopes of snow, givingopportmiity 
for a glissade; when the glacier is 
reached, which now covers over the 
old track, which is seen in places, it 
is advisable to keep to its W. side, 
nearest to the Altels, which towers 
over the valley. After nearly an 
hour's descent over the glacier the 
track emerges into the Gasterenthal 
near the chalets of Im Selden (Rte. 
35). In 2 hrs. the traveller reaches 
Kandersteg (Rte. 37). 

6. To the Eggischhorn by the 
Lotschenlucke, 

Ldtschsattel, or Ldtschenliickej 10,512 
ft Tguide, 30 fr.). This is a long 
day s journey on snow and ice, but 
a most magnificent expeditioB,leading 
through the very heart of the Bernese 
Alps, and by a corridor, of which the 
sides are the Jungfrau and Monch, 
Aletschhomer and Viescherhomer. 
In a favourable state of snow it is by 
no means difficult, and may be accom- 
plished m 10 to 12 hrs. The middle 
part of the Lotschen glacier is cre- 
vassed from side to side, and the 
Aletsch glacier, at the angle under 
the Dreieckhom, is a maze of hidden 
crevasses, but the rte. is free from dan- 
ger with common care and knowledge. 
Above the H6tel Nesthom the dark 
wooden village of Flatten is passed, 
then wild pine-covered hillocks of old 
moraine. It is Ij^ hr» to the foot of 
the glacier, near which a chalet has 
been fitted up with some comforts for 
travellers. To the rt. are the Beich 
Grat, and higher the precipices of the 
Schimhom and Distelhom ; to the 1. a 
magnificent icy amphitheatre, formed 
by the Ahnen glacier. The slopes 
of nev6 now become steeper, but are 
easily traversed to the sattel or Iwike, 
a depression in the Ahnen Grot, about 
5 hrs. from the inn. 

The scenery here is extremely 
grand. On the N. is the range of the 
Gletsoherhom and Mittaghom, neigh- 
bours of the Jungfrau; to the S. the 



stiQ higher group of the Aktschhom 
and Schienhom, enveloped in a shining 
coat of ice. An easy descent leads over 
gently sloping snow-fields to the main 
stream of the Aletsch glacier. If not 
pressed for time, the traveller will do 
well to push on to a point near the 
centre from whence diverge 4 great 
and nearly equal glacier highways, 
each about 2 m. in width, separating 
the surrounding peaks. S.W. is that 
which he has just descended ; N.W. 
the branch from the Jungfrau Joch, 
between the Jungfrau and Monch; 
N.E. the glacier coming down from 
the Griinhom-liicke, over which lies 
the way to the Finsteraarhorn ; 
finally, to the S.E. descends the 
great stream which carries down the 
accumulated ice of the tributaries. 
These vast AUees Blanches are sym- 
metrically placed so as to form a 
cross, or, as one traveller has called 
it, "The Place de la Concorde of 
Nature.** The guides, if they know the 
glacier well, will not fail to point out 
the Concordia'Buttef and lower down a 
mere speck in the rocks on the 1. hand 
in descendmgthe main glacier, which 
marks the position of the old Faulberg 
HuU In the latter adventurous tra- 
vellers bent on ascending the great 
peaks usually pass the night. On 
reaching the curious Mdrjelen See the 
path on its N. bank is followed, and 
then the ridge of the Eggischhorn is 
crossed to the Jungfrau Hotel (see 
Rte. 29). To pass, 5^ hrs.; descent to 
Eggischhorn, 6^ hrs. 

c. To the Bel Alp by the Beichgrat 
The Beichgrat, leading from Ried 
to the Bel Alp in 8 to 9 hrs., is 
an easy and useful glacier pass, tra- 
versing very fine scenery. The ascent 
on the liOtschthal side is steep ; the 
descent lies over the Ober Aletsch 
Glacier, which spreads between the 
Aletsohhorn andGross Nesthom. Both 
these noble peaks are splendidly seen, 
and the ice scenery of the Ober Aletsch 
is bold and varied. On leaving the 
ice a terrace path is found leading 
to the Bel Alp Hotel (Rte. 29). 
Good guides are required. 
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Sect. I. 



noUTE 39. 

PASS OP THE RAWYL. — ^THUN, OR IN- 
TERLAKEN, TO SION OR BIERRE. — 
THE QRIMllI. 

The pass of the ^Bawyl begins at 
Lenk, or An der Lenk, at the K. 
foot of the pass, a good haltm|^-place, 
about 36 m. from Thun; diligence 
twice a day from Thim, once from 
Spiez, to Zweisimmen, and thence, 
once a day, to Lenk, a 3 hrs.' walk. 
Thence to Sion, over the mountain, is 
10 hrs., or to Sierre 11 hrs. It is a 
rough horsetrack, best on theValaisan 
side. The scenery on both sides of 
the pass resembles that on the S. side 
of the Gemmi, is but less sayage. 

The village of Lenk mav be reached 
from the lake of Thun oy the Sim- 
menthal, or by the Diemtigen Thai 
and the pass of the Grimmi, a bye- 
way accessible only to pedestrians; 
or, thirdly, by Frutigen, the Engst- 
ligen Thai, and Hahnenmoos Pass, 
a bridle-path. The scenery by the 
Diemtigen Thai is inferior; and there 
is little saving of time. FSromlnter- 
laken the way by the Engstligen 
Thai is decidedly shorter for pedes- 
trians. 

a. The road up the Simmenthal is 
described (Rte. 42) as far as Zweisim- 
men. Thence the carriage-road is 
continued, bearing to the 1. up the 
Ober Simmenthal, about 10 m., to An 
der Lenk. 

6. The route by the Diemtigen Thai 
leaves the Simmenthal at Latterbach 
10 m. from Thun. A path there 
strikes off up the Diemtigen Thai, 
crosses the Chirelbach, and follows 
its 1. bank through Diemtigen and 
Narrenbach, then recrosses it to 

Tliiei'matten, where there is an Inn, 
about 4 hrs. from Latterbach, or 4^ 
from Wimmis, from whence a path 
mounts the valley by the rU bank. 
About a mile farther it again passes 
the stream, and, leaving it on the L, 
gradually ascends to the pass of the 
Grimmi (6234 fr.)., 3 hrs. from Thier- 
matten. Descenmng through the Fer^ 
mel Thai (a fertile valley, only 6 m. 
long), it reaches 



Matten, in the Upper Simmenthal, 
on the carriage-road leading from 
Zweisimmen to An der Lenk, 4 nu 
from 

Lenk {Inns : Euranstalt Lenk ; 
Hirsch j Bar), 3527 ft. The village is 
in a charming situation at the foot of 
the snow-crowned precipices of the 
Wildstrubel. Five minutes beyond 
is the sulphur-bath establishment and 
hotel, Kuranstalt Lenk. The baths are 
much frequented by the Swiss: closed 
early in September. 

Excursions, — The Simmen rises 
about 6 m. above Lenk, at the foot of 
the glacier of Bazli and precipices of 
the 'Wndstrubel, from a source called 
the 

Sieben Brutmen, Seven Fountains 
(2 hrs. up). It is a charming excursion. 
By char-road to the foot of the moun- 
tain, at a saw-mill, where the Simmen 
rushes down in one of the longest 
and most furious cataracts in Switzer- 
land (there is a foot-path up the 
E. bank). Thence a mule-track 
ascends the forest, passing several 
falls in a deep dark chasm. The scene 
from the green upland is both grand 
and beautiful. Here, dose to the 
Sieben Brunnen, which spring out 
from the mountain like a band of 
brothers, stands a chalet where those 
who ascend the Wildstrubel, or cross 
it to Leukerbad, can pass the night. 
The way up is through the firwood 
behind the chalet. From the Sieben 
Brunnen the traveller may visit the 
Oberlavbhomy 1^ hr.. Cascade d^Ifigen^ 
40 min., and return to Lenk by the 
Rawyl road, 1 hr. 10 min. 

Ouier excursions from Lenk are to 
the MOikerplatte^ 2 hrs. up, and to the 
Albristhom, the highestpoint between 
the Simmenthal and Engstligenthal. 
This mountain rises N. of the Hah- 
nenmoos pass, and is an ascent of 
about 4 hrs. 

The Wildstrtibely 10,715 ft, may be 
ascended on a glacier rte. to the €rem- 
mi, or to Sierre. The mountain has 
2 peaks, of which the eastern is about 
60 ft. higher than the western. The 
latter is first gained by mounting the 
track up the cliffs and the Amerten 
Glacier; tl^tJ^ by a snow-ridge to 
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the highest point. The descent to the 
(remmi is down the long Lammeren 
Glacier ; to Sierre by the ice-field on 
the S. called La Flaine Morte. About 
1 1 hrs. to Leukerbad or Sierre. 

From Lenk are passes, the Hdhne- 
moos to Adelboden (Bte. 40), and the 
Truttlisberg to Lauenen and thence to 
Aigle (Bte. 40). 

The path to Sion, by the Rawyl^ is 
fit for a char for about 3 m. Instead 
of proceeding towards the source of 
the Simmen, it ascends the 1. bank of 
its tributary, the Iffigenbach; and the 
gorge of that torrent is in places very 
grand. The solitary traTeller should 
beware of losing time by crossing a 
tempting bridge about half-way to 
Iffigen, a littlel>elow a waterfalL 

Iffigm (/nn), at the N. base of the 
Bawyi, near which the Iffigenbach 
makes a fine fall, a good 2 hrs.' walk 
from Lenk and 2^ hrs. from the summit. 
From here the ascent of the WUd- 
horn, the highest point in the Bernese 
Alps W. of the Gemmi, may be made. 
The view is superb, and the climb 
presents no serious difficulty to a 
good walker. 

A series of zigzags mounts the steep 
slope above Iffigen. They have been 
excellently constructed and are con- 
stantly kept in repair. The small 
cascades that used to fall on the path 
have been diverted, and the way 
throughout is so broad that the most 
timid person need not fear. From 
the brow of the precipice, looking N., 
a view expands over the valley of An 
der Lenk, and the gpreen mountains 
of the Simmenthal. 

2Tie summit of the Ravoyl pass, marked 
by a cross, and 7943 ft. above the sea, 
is probably 2 m. broad, covered with 
loose shattered fragments of slate 
and almost utterly bare of vegetation. 
When -clouds lie on the height, the 
path over the stones is not easily 
traced, and it is tedious from the 
number of gullies, and the alter- 
nately crumbung and slippery nature 
of the clay-slate, which gradually 
changes into clay. A smaU lake is 
pass^ before reaching the brow of 
the S. declivity, whidi consists of 
precipices similar to those on the 



side of Berne. Glorious view hence 
of the mountains beyond the valley of 
the Bhone, especially of the Weiss* 
horn. A good zigzag path leads down 
to the chalets of Bavins in 1^ hr. 
Close to these chalets two large bodies 
of water burst from the cliffs. That 
on the rt. has a singular appearance, 
springing from a black cleft in 5 
or 6 distmct columns, and then form- 
ing a fine wild tumble of foaming 
water. Though apparently clear 
when issuing from the rock, it has 
no sooner touched the ground than 
it becomes a river of mud. A large 
portion of it is a short way below 
separated, and conducted very in- 
geniously along the face of the moun- 
tain, at one part against a perpen- 
dicidar cliff, till, after a course of 
several miles, it fertilises the meadows 
near Ayent. 

Two paths branch off at the cha- 
lets of Ramns; the one leading in 5^ 
hrs. to Sierre ; the other, on the rt. 
bank of the stream, through Ayent 
to Sion in 4} hrs. The walk to Sierre 
is fatiguing, owing to the frequent 
ascents and descents. For about half 
an hour the rt-hand path runs nearly 
on a level: it next rises to turn a 
rocky barrier, and then descends on 
Ayent, Foot-passengers can avoid this 
ascent by following the bank of the 
watercourse before mentioned, which 
saves nearly an hour. The most 
dangerous part takes 10 min. or j- 
hr. to traverse. The only way of 
passing is along trees supported by 
cross-bars on the face of precipitous 
rocks. The scene is very grand. The 
rock hangs over on the rt, and on 
the L recedes beneath to a depth of 
1000 ft This track should not be 
attempted by persons in the least 
liable to giddiness. 

The mule-path descends through 
a forest of fir, and unites with the 
footpath before reaching 

Ayent, about 3 hrs.' walk from the 
summit 

Sum (Bte. 56), in 1} hr. 

The Bawyl is called Bavou^ in the 
patois of the Yalais. 
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Sect. 1. 



EOUTE 40. 

FRUTlflEN TO ADELBOBEN, LENK 
LAUENEN, AND GSTEIG — THE HAH- 
NEMOOS — ^TRUTTLISBERQ — THE CHRI- 

NEN. 

This is a little-frequented bat in- 
teresting route from Thun or Inter- 
laken to Aigle in the Valais. 

Starting from Frutigen (Rte. 37) a 
road leads up the Enstligen Thai to 
Adelboden, a small village {Inn : Adler, 
tolerable). It is a prettily situated 
place, with fine views of the Wild- 
striibel. In the ch.-yd. is a fine old 
sycamore. There are passes to Kan- 
dersteg (Rte. 37), and there is a 
curious but little -frequented pass 
under the Wildstriibel to Schwaren- 
bach on the Gemmi It is about 6 hrs.' 
walk over two cols, and past one of 
the Wildstriibel glaciers. It wbuld 
be hopeless to find the way without a 
guide round the head of the desolate 
Xanderthal. 

A little above Adelboden there is 
a mule-path to the rt., leading up a 
valley to the Hahnemoos pass. The 
first part of the pass is on the rt. 
bank of the torrent, which is then 
crossed, and the path keeps the L 
side. The col (6404 ft.) is marshy. 
There is not much view from it. The 
first part of the descent is marshy, 
and in 4 hrs. from Adelboden is 

Lenk (Rte. 39). 

The Truttlisherg Pass is a mule- 
path of 4 hrs. Beyond the church 
of Lenk, the path, aft^r traversing 
meadows with the glaciers of the 
Wildstriibel in view, ascends on 
the N. side of the Wallbach Thai to 
the chalets of Ober Staffel, which 
are reached in 2^ hrs. 1 hour more, 
a gentle rise over grass, along a shelf 
or plateau cut off from the valley by 
a precipice, brings the traveller to the 
TrutUisberg (6235 ft), between the 
Dauben, N., and the Rothhom, S., 
with view of the rocky chain stretch- 
ing from the Wildstrubel to the 
Diablerets. A steep descent, in which 
the eye dwells on the glorious Wild- 
horn, and a great waterfall, descend- 



ing from the Gelten glacier, leads in 
li hr. to 

Lauenen {Inn: Hirsch, poor). A fine 
church. In ascending the Triittlisberg, 
a col N. of the Dauben is very likely to 
mislead. It passes into a valley which 
rejoins that of Lauenen at Gstaad. 
Beware of descending into the hollow 
to the L, and from the col keep to 
the . high ground 1. The view from 
Lauenen is magnificent. Round the 
head of the valley circle the preci- 
pices of the Wildhom, 10,722 ft., which 
can be climbed from here, snowy 
glaciers and cascades, and the Alps on 
either side are green and beautiful. 

The Oelten Pass affords a glacier 
route over the shoulders of the Wild- 
horn to Canton Valais. 

[From Lauenen there is a very 
pretty carriage-road to Saanen in 
1 hr.] 

From Lauenen the Chrinnen pass 
leads in 2^ hrs. to Gsteig. The mule- 
path goes a little way down the valley, 
then crosses the stream, and turns to 
the 1., leading over meadows by an 
easy ascent to the col (5463 ft.) be- 
tween the two Wmdspillen. Thence 
an easy descent leads to 

Gsteig (Rte. 41). 



ROUTE 41. 

PASS OP THE 8ANETSCH. — SAANEK TO 
8I0N. 

About 12 hrs. 31} m. 

This is a long, steep, and tedious 
horse-pass. The village of Saanen 
(or Gessenay), and the road between 
it and Thun, are described in Rte. 42. 
Carriage-road from Saanen to Gsteig, 
about 9 m. 

At Ostaad the road turns S. by the 
valley of the Saane, the upper end of 
whicn is called Gsteig Thai, to 

Gsteig (ChAtelet in French) {Ifm: 
Hirsch), Di«h^d|ii^^|.i^age in it 
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(3950 ft.), situated ^close under the 
lofty and precipitous Mittaghom, and 
near the foot of the Sanetsch, the 
most westerly of the passes over the 
Bernese chain. 

It is advisable to sleep at Gsteig, 
from which Sionis 8 hrs. The pass rises 
in a very precipitous manner, and often 
resembles that of the Gemmi. f hr. 
above Gsteig the Saane makes a beau- 
tiful/a^/, clearing the face of the rock 
by at least 100 ft. In the evening it 
is crowned by an iris. The path fol- 
lows the torrent to its source below 
the Sanetschhom (9679 ft.), W., and 
Arbelhom (9980 ft.), E. Lovely view 
looking back. After a climb of 

2 hrs. the traveller enters a grassy 
plain, surrounded by abrupt moun- 
tains, and by a gentle ascent of 1 hr. 
gains 

The summit, 7369 ft. above the sea, 
a wild, rocky, solitary plain 3 or 
4 m* long, called Kreuzboden, barely 
relieved by a few. patches of vegeta- 
tion. To the W. the Sanfleuron glacier 
descends from the OlderAom nearly to 
the Kreuzboden. The pass is not a 
grand one, but the mountains of the 
great chain of the Alps are finely 
seen, from Mt. Yelan and the Grand 
Combin to the Dent d'H^rens and 
Sent Blanche. The whole of the 
Val d'H^rens is seen directly in front. 
The descent is steep but grassy all the 
way down to the pme-forest, through 
which the road to Sion is long, but 
not unpleasing. 

2 m. from the summit the Merge 
stream is crossed, and after 4 m. of bad 
winding road, passing a chalet, is again 
crossed by the JPont Neuf, a substantial 
stone bridge 200 ft. above the stream. 
*' There is a very pleasing and grand 
view from this point. The slate-rocks 
rise on the E. about 2500 ft. Por- 
tions have been detached and stand 
uprieht from the yalley, each the 
height of a small mountain. The hill 
on the W. is covered vnth fir-trees. 
A white horizontal line on the face 
of the slate mountain (rt.) is the wall 
of a watercourse constructed at the 
sole expense of a farmer's wife to sup- 
ply her native village with water ror 



irrigation, of which she had felt the 
want in her lifetime, and for which 
she left the whole of her fortune at 
her death." The descent continues 
for about 5 m. through the ravine of 
the Merge. Near its mouth is a ruined 
castle, and view over the valley of the 
Rhone and the Zermatt peaks. The 
only village, 

Chandolin (humble Inn, good wine), 
is the first place from Gsteig where 
refreshments can be procured. Here 
and at Saviese are many narrow lanes, 
through which the way is intricate to 
find. A bed of anthracite is worked 
here. View, as you descend, of the 
3 castles of . 

Stem (Kte. 56). (^Time from Sion) 
walking to Chandolin 1-Jhr.; to sum- 
mit of pass, 4 hrs. ; to Gsteig, 3^ hrs. 



ROUTE 42. 

THUN TO VEVEY, BY THE SIMMEN- 
THAL J SAANEN, CHIteAU d'OEXj 
AND GRGYERES : — PASS OP THE DENT 
DE JAMAN. 

26) leagues =^ 79 Eng. m. 



Thun 
WelSsenbuT^ 

Zweisimmen' . . 
Saauen (Grasenay) 

Chateau d'Oex . . 

Montbovon . . . 

Bulle . . . . 

Vevey . . , . 



Leagues. Eng. m. 



4i 

3* 



II 



26i 



14 

11 
9 
1 ' 
1 . 

10 

19 



An excellent carriage-road . 1 hrs.' 
drive to Chateau d*Oex : Couronne 
at Zweisimmen, a good stopping-place. 
The valley abounds in rich cultiva- 
tion, fields, orchards, gardens, and 
meadows reaching to the tops of the 
hills, with houses and villages lyiuff 
along the banks of the river, varied 
with fir forests, rocky gorges and open 
basins, entirely of a pastoral character. 

Diligence daily from Thun to 
Saanen, and next morning on to 
Ch&teaii d'Oex ; thence to the rail- 
road at Bulle, and to Aigle by Sepey. 
Those who can walk or ride may 
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Sroceed to Vevey from Chateau 
'Oex, or Montbovon, by the Dent 
de Jaman pass. 

6 m. The entrance to the Simmen- 
thal lies, through a defile called Portf 
between the Stockhorn rt and the 
Niesen 1., and is approached from 
Thun by the road along the margin 
of the lake (see Rte. 37), and the 
banks of the Eander, as far as its 
junction with the Simmen, a little 
below the picturesque castle of Wim- 
mis, which our road leaves 1 m. on 
thel. 

Brothausi at the foot of the Niesen 
{Inn: Hirsch). 

About 3^ m. farther is Erlenbach 
(^Inn : Krone). From this parsonage 
Latrobe started on those Alpine expe- 
ditions which he has described in so 
admirable and interesting a manner in 
his Alpenstock. The Stockhorn (7195 ft., 
3* hrs.* ascent, with a complete view 
of the Lake of Thun) rises almost 
immediately behind the village of 
Erlenbach. 

4j m. Weissenhurg has a good 
country Inn, [The Sulphur Batlis of 
Weissenburg^ 2950 ft. above the sea, are 
between 2 and 3 m. N. There is an 
a;scent immediately on leaving the 
village, but after that the road winds 
through a beautiful defile till the 
Old Bath-house, singularly situated 
in a profound chasm, oursts upon the 
view, in a little nook between the boil- 
ing torrent Buntschi and the rocks. 
This building is now almost exclu- 
sively occupied by peasants, as a large 
new ^o^«/ and bath-house of a superior 
class has been opened near the mouth 
of the gorse. This is well kept by an 
attentive landlord, and the charges 
are reasonable. The scenery around 
is highly picturesque. The waters 
contain sulphur, magnesia, soda, and 
iron, and are efficacious in removing 
internal obstructions. The source 
is i m. higher up the gorge, and the 
water (above 82° Fahr.) conveyed 
to the baths in wooden pipes car- 
ried along the face of the precipice. 



Some way up the ravine the pea- 
sants have formed a pathway to the 
upper pastures, by cutting notches 
or rude steps in the face of the rock, 
and partly by attaching ladders to 
it. By this means they scale a dizzy 
precipice between 200 and 300 ft. high. 
The pedestrian bound for the upper 
Simmenthal need not retrace his steps 
to Weissenhurg, as there is a short 
cut direct from the baths to Oberwyl, 
on the high road.] 

The Simmenegg or Enge is a defile 
through which the road passes to 

4^ m. Boltigen (^Inn: Bar; trout- 
fishing here), a village situated under 
the Mittagfiuh, 2726 ft above the sea, 
a little to the S. of the old castle of 
Simmenegg. The ruined castle of 
Laubeck overlooks the road, which is 
now carried round the eminence, 
avoiding a steep ascent. The gorge 
of Laubeck is a grand scene. Near 
Eeidenbach there, are coal-mines, 
rrhere is a carriaee-road between 
Boltigen and BuUe, by Jaun and the 
valley of Charney.'} The river is 
crossed 3 times before reaching 

6^ m. Zweisimmen, a village of 2200 
Inhab. (Inns : H. Simmenthal, good ; 
Krone, Far), at the junction of the 
neat and lesser Simmen. Here the 
diligence usually stops to dine. The 
village is prettily situated, and many 
persons stay here en pensioji. The 
Castle of Blankenburg crowns the height 
about a mile above it. 

[A carriage-road 1. runs up the 
Ober-Simmenthal, past (3 m.) St 
Stephan (Inn: Alte Schweizer), to 
(2^ m.) Matten and (3^ m.) An der 
Lenk (see Ete. 39).] 

The road to Bulle and Yevey now 
quits the Simmenthal by a very steep 
ascent, through beautifol scenery, in 
which rugged peaks of limestone are 
interspersed with grand forests of pine, 
and, turning to the S.W., crosses an 
elevated tract of pasture-land called 
the Saanenmooser, commanding fine 
views, till it descends upon 

9 m. Saanen (Fr. Qessenay) (Inns : zom 
grossen Landhaus; Bar, Havswirth), 
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the chief place in the pastoral valley of 
the upper Saane (Sarine), whose 3786 
Inhab. are almost exclusively cattle- 
owners, or occupied in their dairies, 
and in manufacturing excellent cheese, 
exported to all parts of the world as 
Gray^res. A kind peculiar to the 
vallejr, too delicate to bear exporta- 
tion, is called Fotschari-kase. [The 
ascent of the Sanetsch Pass (Rte. 41) 
is made from here, or, taking the car- 
riage-road to Gsteig (9 m.), you may 
cross the Col de Pillon to the Hotel 
des Diablerets and Sepey, in Val des 
Ormonts (Bte. 431 There is also a 
pleasant footpath leading to Gruy^res 
over the Grubenberg ; to Ablantschen 
4 hrs. ; then to Jaun 1^ hr. (Belle- 
garde in French), /nn, clean. And 
lastly down the valley of the Jaun.] 

The road beyond this is hilly. A 
little below Saanen we pass out of 
Berne into Canton Yau(L German, 
the language of the upper extremity 
of the valley, is soon exchanged for 
a French paUiis, which is called haut 
Komand. The first Vaudois village, 
2^ m., is Hoiigemont (Germ. Bothen- 
berg — Inn: Kreuz). Its chateau was 
formerly a convent. 

4i m. Chateau d^Oex (Oesch) (Inns: 
H. Berthod, very good; H. Hosat, 
also very good, are large hotels and 
pensions, situated in their own 
grounds, 4 J to 6 fr. a-day. Ours, JSng, 
Church Service. There are other pen- 
sions). The village (2800 Inhab.) 
stands in a beautifully green open 
valley (3498 ft.), with pine-woods 
and rocks on each side, and the 
pensions are much and deservedly 
frequented. 

The village was burnt in 1800, and 
is now chieiiy of stone houses. The 
houses outside it are, however, of 
wood ; many of them ancient, and 
very handsome and picturesque. On 
the mound where the Chateau stood 
is now a church, the walls of which 
seem to include part of the old 
castle. 

[This is the centre of a rich pastoral 
district, too little known to English 
travellers. It has, of course, no pre- 
tension to the sublimity of the snowy 



Alps ; but it is rich in quiet charms, 
and accessible at times of year when 
the higher valleys are closed. It is 
the home of the *Banz des Vaches,' 
and of the idvllic ch&let life cele- 
brated in Swiss romance — far less 
severe than that met with by the 
traveller at the foot of the glaciers. 

There are many pretty walks in 
the woods, and many drives, a list of 
which is given in the hotels. From 
Mount Cray on the N., easy ascent of 
2^ hrs. over grass, there is a fine view 
extending to the chain of Mont Blanc. 
The next summit to the £. of the 
Cray, is called the Prah. It is 300 ft. 
higher, and commands a rather more 
extensive view. The commence- 
ment of the path can be pointed 
out at any of the pensions. Near 
the summit the ordinary Alpine 
flowers grow in great beauty and 
luxuriance. Eastwards of the Prah 
the range gradually rises in height, 
till after several points, with strange 
names — ^Bimi, Sofothi — it culminates 
in the Vanil Noir and Dent de Bren- 
leire. These can be best reached by 
walking from Chateau d'Oex, up the 
Vallee de Vert Champ, to the opening 
of the Val de Morteys. Here there 
are several chalets where the night 
could be passed, or at all events a 
guide procured. The Val de Morteys 
is a very curious basin, of the kind 
frequent in this range, high up be- 
tween the Vanil Noir and Dent de 
Brenleire, and famous for its rare 
flowers. Up to the opening of the 
Val de Morteys, the traveller bound 
from Chftteau d'Oex to Jaun or Char- 
mey follows the same path. Instead 
of diverging at this point, he follows 
it to the coX with the Dent de Bren- 
leire on his 1., the fine craes called Per- 
taboveys on his rt., and descends into 
the valley of the Jogne by a pictu- 
resque path. The path is well marked 
all the way. From Ch&teau d'Oex to 
the col is about 4 hrs. Thence to the 
Jogne, 1} hr. Thence by the new 
road to Charmey (Inn: H. du Sapin, 
very fair) I hr. 

On the opposite side of the Sarine 
valley the chief points are the Jiubii 
and the Gummfiuh, The former can 
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be best ascended by walking up the 
Gerine valley to the chalets, just 
under the Gummfluh. Here a guide 
can be found, and it is necessary for 
any but really good climbers to take 
one, as there is a mauvais pas in climb- 
ing the rock. The view from the Rubli 
over the Oberland is very fine, as is 
also that from the Gummfluh. The 
easiest way of climbing the Gumm^ 
fluh (8060 ft.) is to drive or walk, to 
Etivaz, from whence a straightforward 
climb of about 4 hrs. will land you on 
the summit. Or it is possible for fair 
climbers, particularly if assisted by a 
guide, to climb directly to the summit 
from the last chalets in the Gerine 
valley. The longest way, but the 
most interesting of all, is to start from 
these chalets, ascend to the col be- 
tween the Rocher du Midi, and the 
westernmost rocks of the Gummfluh 
"massif," then turn to the 1., and 
after a short climb, cross the rid^e, 
and descend a little on the other side 
tin a point is reached, from which it 
is possible to walk fairly straight 
along the side of scree and broken 
rock till the col is reached which 
leads from Etivaz to Rougemont. 
This point is also made for by those 
climbing in the ordinary way from 
Etivaz, and from here an hour more 
is enough to reach the top. The view 
of the Oberland, particularly of the 
nearer points, such as the Wildhom 
and Diablerets, is magnificent] 

Diligence to Sepey and Aigle. The 
traveller will notice, among other 
things, the great size of the cattle in 
this valley. 

The vevey rte. next crosses the 
stream from the Yal d'Etivaz at 
Moulms (i m.). [Hence a carriage- 
road strikes off to Sepey, H. des Dia- 
blerets, and Aigle, Rte. 43, The 
pedestrian may strike off from the 
bridge at Etivaz {Inn: H. du Font), 
and then up the Yal d'Etivaz, and 
over a col at its head, or by another 
on the W. side of the mountain 
called the Tete du Moine (7713 ft.)] 
In 1^ m. a road on the rt. leads 
across the river to Rossiniere (H. et 
Pension du Grand Chalet de Rossi- 



niere, highly praised; 4 fr. 50 c a day). 
The beautiful gorge of La Perte de la 
Tine, between very grand rocks and 
pines, leads to 

4 m. MontbofDon, or Bubenberg {Inn: 
H. de Jaman, clean, civil people; 
opposite is the path to the col de 
Jaman) — ^which Byron cfdls "a pretty 
scraggy village, with a wild river 
and a wooden bridge:" it is situated 
in Canton Fribourg. A few horses 
are kept here for hire. It is better 
to order them from Vevey the day 
before. 

[A horse-path over the romantic 
Pass of Dent de Jaman (Jommen Pass; 
there is a short cut at the angle of 
the road from La Tine), 4872 ft. above 
the sea, descending upon the Lake of 
Geneva, wiU bring the traveller to 
Glion, or Montreux Territet, in 4^ 
hrs. (2^ up, 1-J down). In -k hr. it 
passes a d!eep glen by a bridge ; in 
another 25 min. a cnapel; 15 min. 
a small Inn ; from which it is 1 hr. 
to the col, where there are stone 
chalets (wine and milk), and often 
a herd of enormous cows chewing 
the cud, each with a musical belL 
On the descent, in 5 min. the path 
divides, to pass down different sides 
of a gorge, rt. to the hotel at Let 
AvantSy a comfortable pension iu % 
high pastoral basin, whence there is 
a car-road to Vevey in 3 hi^ I 
to Glion and Montreux* The latter 
is for some distance exceedingly 
steep : lower down it becomes a 
char-road. Guide needless. Byron, 
who crossed this path, describes 
the whole route as ** beautiful as 
a dream." ♦* The view from the 
highest points (we had both sides of 
the Jura before us in one point of 
view, with alps in plenty) comprises, 
on one side, the greatest part of 
Lake Leman ; on the other, the val- 
leys and mountains of the canton of 
Freiburg, and an immense plain, with 
the lakes of Neuch&tel and Morat, 
and all which the borders of the 
Lake of Geneva inherit The music 
of the cows* bells (for their wealth, 
like the patriarch's, is cattle) in the 
pastures, which reach to a height far 
above any mountains in Britaui, and 
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the shepherds shouting to us from 
crag to crag, and playing on their 
reeds, where the steeps appeared al- 
most inaccessible, with the surround- 
ing scenery, realized all that I have 
ever heard or imagined of a pas- 
toral existence — ^much more so than 
Greece or Asia Minor, for there we 
have a little too much of the sabre 
and musket order, and if there is a 
crook in one hand, you are sure to 
see a gun in the other ; but this was 
pure and unmixed — solitary, savage, 
and patriarchal. As we went they 
played the *Kanz des Vaches' and 
other airs by way of farewell. I have 
lately repeopled my mind with nature." 
— Byrms Journal, 

The view from the col is very beau- 
tiful — ^the blue expanse of the lake — 
green slopes decked with woods and 
rocks— t&e bold mountains at the 
mouth of the Rhone. To see the 
Oberland range you must climb the 
i?«i< itself, 6165 ft., a stiflPl hr.*s work 
from the col. It is only accessible 
on the N. side. Below it is the pretty 
Lac de Jaman. 

" Besides the Col de Jaman there are 
two less-known passes by which a 
walker can cross from the Sarine 
valley to the Lake of Q«neva — the Cd 
des (fhaudest and the Col de Jortese, 

Eor both passes the Hongrin~the 
stream that issues from the Lac de 
Lioson above Lecherette, and runs 
down its retired upland valley to the 
Sarine at Montbo von, must be reached. 
From Les Moulins ascend the well- 
marked col, on the rt. of which is the 
Flanaohaux, taking the path on the 1. 
of the road, just after crossing the 
bridge. 1^ hr.'s easy walking to this 
col by a well-marked but very stony 
path. Descend almost immediately 
and foUow the path to the L, keeping 
continually downwards till in another 
hour the Hongrin is reached. Descend 
its course to a white house. Cross the 
bridge close to it for the Col de JorUse 
leading to Boche or Yvorne. A large 
wooden chalet known as La Jointe 
is soon passed. Here wine can be 
had, and possibly a guide, if one has 
not been already secured at Chateau 



d'Oex. His services will be useful in 
saving time, as the immense spongy 
pastures over which for 4 or 5 hrs. 
the way now lies are puzzling to a 
stranger, and there is nothing that 
can be called a path till close to the 
summit of the pass. The view of the 
Tours d'Ai ana Mayen, whose preci- 
pices close in the left side of the 
valley, is imposing. About ^ hr. 
below the col is a chalet, which 
affords milk and bread. At Aux 
Agittes, a little on its further side, 
there is a private chalet residence. 
Here the traveller can either diverge 
to the 1. and walk by Corbeyrier to 
Yvorne, or descend directly upon 
Eoche, whence a train will take him 
to the lake side, or up the valley of 
the Ehone. A pedestrian intending 
to make out the way for himself with- 
out the help of a guide should allow 
at least 9 hrs. from Chftteau d'Oex to 
Eoche. Li taking the path in the 
reverse direction, from Eoche to 
Chateau d'Oex, be careful to turn to 
the 1. after about J hr. through the 
wood, and not to be tempted into what 
begins as a path but ends as a timber 
shoot, a little further on. The view 
from the col is a fine one, and the 
whole country traversed is one little 
known," 

**The Col des Chaudes. From the white 
house mentioned above, follow the 
Hongrin as directed for f hr., to a 
lower bridge at a saw-mill. After 
mounting the first rise by a winding 
path, the well-marked col is directly 
in view: Ij hr. should suffice to 
reach it from the Hongrin. The de- 
scent to Villeneuve will occupy about 
2 hrs. The whole walk along the 
Hongrin is one of great beauty, and 
there are several pools suitable for a 
bathe. From Chateau d'Oex to Vil- 
leneuve is an easy walk of about 6 hrs. 
Chamois are fairly abundant on the 
Dent d'Avenaire, and Englishmen 
have been known to take up their 
quarters at the saw-mill for the pur- 
pose of shooting them. There are 
also plenty of trout in the Hongrin, 
but they will not easily be tempted 
by English fliesBigit4df^Ul1®§OTEi a 
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native would be useful to an intend- 
ing fisherman."— W. T. -4.] 

The carriage-road from Montbovon 
to Vevey makes a long detour in its 
descent of the valley ; circling round 
the Mol^son (6578 ft.), it passes under 
the hills crowned by the castle and 
town of 

7 m. Gruyeres— German, Greyerz 
—(Fnn : Fleur de Lys, fair). In the 
vicinity are the Bains de Monfbarry, a 
cheap and good pension, pleasantly 
situated. This little place, of 375 
Inhab., is picturesque from its position 
on the face of a hill, the top of which is 
crowned by the Castle^ very command- 
ing and well preserved. Its owners, the 
Counts of Gruy^res, were sovereigns 
of the surrounding district down to 
1554, when the family became bank- 
rupt, and the creditors seized and sold 
the lordship to Berne, so that the last 
descendant died in a strange land. 
The castle has been sold to M. Hory, 
who has repaired it with taste. 
The gloomy antiquity of the in- 
terior corresponds with the cha- 
racter of- the watch-towers, battle- 
ments, and loop-holes as seen from 
without. The walls are 14 ft. thick, 
the halls vaulted and dimly lighted ; 
in one is a fireplace at which oxen 
were roasted whole. The torture 
chamber at the top of the stairs 
contained the rack, which had been 
used within the present century. The 
Ch, of St, Theodule (1254) has a monu- 
ment, with marble effigies, of a Count 
of Gruyeres, in singular costume. 
The inhabitants of the town are a 
lazy set, many of them pensioners of 
a rich Hospital, The peasants have 
good voices, and yodel to perfection. 

The language spoken in this district, 
a dialect of the Romance (called, in 
German, Gruverin-Welsch) is thought 
to prove descent of the people from the 
Burgundians. It is a subject worthy 
of attention. The district is famous 
for its cheeses^ and supplies a great 
part of the 40,000 centners (cwt) 
which Canton Fribourg manufactures 
yearly, and which is chiefly exported 
under the name of Gruyeres. 

The watch-tower ot Im Tour de 



Treme was an outpost of the Counts 
of Gruyeres. In the neighbourhood 
is the monastery of La Part Dieu, 
founded 1307 by Guillemette de Grand- 
son, Dowager-Countess of Gruy^es. 

3 m. 5«/?d— Boll — (/nns: H. des 
Alpes, near the station, good ; Cheval 
Blanc ; Maison de Vilie), one of the 
most industrious towns in the canton, 
terminus of a branch from the Berne 
and Lausanne rly. (Rte. 45). It con- 
tains 2500 Inhab., and is the chief depot 
for the cheese made in the valleys of 
the Sarine and of Charmey, and on the 
elevated plateau of which it is the 
centre. It is 2523 ft. above the sea; 
and if the ages inscribed on the tomb- 
stones form any test, it must be one 
of the healthiest places in the world. 
There is an old chateau, but the town 
is modem, having been burnt in 1805. 
It is 20 J m, from vevey. To Fribourg 
(17 miles) there are two roads, one on 
either side of the Sarine, by Favargny 
and La Roche. The latter is said to 
be the more picturesque. The former 
passes by the fine Abbey of Hauterive, 
founded in 1137, now an agricultural 
school. 

[From BuUe or Gruyeres the tra- 
veller may ascend the Moleson (6578 
ft), in about 4 hrs. It is a wide- 
spreading mountain, covered with 
cattle, and the summit difficult to 
find without a guide. £. are beau- 
tiful routes to ITiun, through valleys 
little visited. An excursion in that 
direction can be made to the Baths of 
Domeney by carriage-road and horse- 
path, the former as far as Val Sainte. 
The road crosses the Sarine from La 
Tour de Treme, and at Cr^sus leaves 
rt. the VaUey of Charmey, leading by 
Jaun to Boltigen in the Simmenthal. 
It then ascends to Fa/ Sarnie, formerly 
a Carthusian monastery, founded 1295 
by Girard, lord of Charmey, now occu- 
pied by French monks. It is situated 
under the mountain called La Berra^ 
on which wrestling-matches are held 
on the third Sunday in July. Hence 
over the pass of the Chessalette (4650 
ft.) to the Baths of Domene, ^th 
cold sulphureous spring and lovely 
landscape, on the Sckuoarze See (3500 
fL), or Lacd*Omemaz,Sklittle lake sur- 
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rounded by mountains. From Do- 
mene the Ganterisch Pass leads further 
W., in 6J hrs., to the Batfis of Blu- 
menstein, another charming watering- 
place, 2005 ft. above the sea, from 
which there is a carriage-road to 
Thun. The Hotel and Baths of Gurnigel, 
3783 ft. (Hauser Pr^res), can also be 
reached from the Ganterisch Pass. 
The Valle'e de Bellegarde or Jaunthal, 
where the finest cheese is produced, 
may be visited from Bulle. From 
Bulle to Boltigen, in the Simmenthal, 
is a picturesque drive of 8J hrs. At 
the village of Jaun there is a fair 
Inn."] 

Near Vaulruz (a station on the 
Bulle line) are the Baths of Colom- 
bette, a name celebrated in the most 
popular of the Ranz des Vaches. 

The coach road now turns S., skirt- 
ing the base of the Moleson to 

I2f m. Chdtel St, 2)<?nw— Kastels— 
(/wn ; Maison de Ville ; Pension Per- 
rier, good), a picturesque village with 
an elevated castle on the 1. bank 
of the Veveyse. ^ m. beyond it the 
road enters Canton Vaud, and is then 
carried by an easy descent in zigzags 
down the steep hill towards the beau- 
tiful lake Leman, passing the Hotel 
BeUcvue about 2 m. short of 

8 m. Vevey (Rte. 55). The view from 
this road is nearly as fine as from 
the Jaman, so that tne enormous bends 
will not be regretted, though they 
lengthen the journey. 



ROUTE 43. 

CHi'FBAtJ d'OEX to AIGLE, BY THE 
VALl4^E J>ES OBMONTS. 



Sepey 
Aigle 



Miles. 
. 'JO 



Chateau d'Oex, in Rte. 42. 

There is a comfortable diligence 
every day to Aigle in 7^ hrs., losing 
at least an hour by stoppages. Car- 
riag-e 25 to 48 fr. The road is a 
magnificent specimen of engineering, 
and rans through very fine scenery. 
Phe first mile and a half of road 
runs down the valley to the village 



of MovUins. The road here turns off to 
the left, leaving the Bulle road, and, 
after rising by two long zigzags, 
plunges into the defile of Pissot in 
the £tivaz valley. For full three 
miles the road is carried along a 
narrow ledge which has been blasted 
out of the rocks, and is perhaps 
500 ft. above the stream, which can 
scarcely be seen in the rocky and 
wooded gorge below. There are few 
finer passes or bolder works in the 
Alps. After leaving the gorge, the 
road crosses the stream at Eticaz 
(fnn and Pension Hirsch), then 
doubles back and rises by a series 
of zigzags to 

La Lecherette (Pension Oette), 
about 5300 ft. The road then runs 
through a tolerably level open valley, 
descending towards 

Comballaz, 4416 ft. above the sea, 
with a sulphureous mineral spring 
(Inn : H. and P. de la Couronne, fair). 
The country resembles a magnificent 
park spread over mountains, emerald 
green to their tops. Excursions to the 
Lao Lioson (6135 ft.) and the Pic de 
Chaussy (7799 ft.), overhanging the 
lake, with view of the lake of Geneva, 
Dent du Midi, and Diablerets. Com- 
ballaz is seldom free from snow before 
the end of June. An easy pass leads 
over the hills to Montbovon (Rte. 42) 
in 4| hrs. 

A descent into the Valine des 
Ormonts leads to 

Sepey {Inns : H. des Alpes, H. Cerf, 
H. du Mont d'Or, H. des Trois Suisses, 
pensions of a homely kind, moderate 
in their charges, frequented by Swiss, 
from June to the end of August). It 
is a primitive village, very prettily 
placed, with beautiful view of the 
Dent du Midi. 

At the hamlet of Leysin, (5056 ft.), 
3 m. from Sepey there is a Pension. 

[Ascents can be made of the Tour 
d'Ayy 7818 ft., Tour de Mayen, 7622, 
and Pointe de Chainossaire, 6953. Over 
the Chamossaire you may walk to 
Bex or Aigle by crossing the Grande 
Eau by a bridge 1 m. below Sepey, 
ascending the opposite slopes to La 
Forclaz, then to a cascade and Lac de 
Serray, 2J hrs., by fine forests. The 
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chalets of Bretaye, immediately aboye 
the lake, afford cream and milk, and 
are about ^ hr. from the top of the 
mountain. Ij^ hr. descent (Rte. 44) 
leads to Che'sieres (H. de Ch^si^re, 
good) and Villard, 4000 ft. (H. du 
Grand Moveran ; H. de Chamossaire), 
whence there is a road to OUon and 
Aigle(seeRte. 56).] . 

The pasturages in this valley are 
celebrated, and the cheese, cream, 
and butter of Les Ormouts (Ormont- 
dessus above Sepey, and dessous below 
it) equal any in the canton. 

The descent from Sepey to Aigle 
is very fine. The road is a magnifi- 
cent piece of engineerins^, often run- 
ning alon^ a shelf in the rock, and 
the views n*om it are glorious. 

At the bottom of the valley rushes 
the Grande £au in a series of rapids 
and cascades. I n the distance, beyond 
Aigle, the snowy tops of the Dent du 
Midi glisten in contrast to the dark 
forests of the Ormonts ; and the Pointe 
de Chamossaire, to the E., rears its 
grey peak above the pasturages and 
chalets. In the montib of July the 
laburnum is found here in fiower, and 
the rare fern Asplenium montanum, 

Aigle {Inns: Gd. H. des Bains, a mile 
from the town, large and well-kept 
establishment; Beau Site ; Mon S^jour; 
Victoria, very good; H. des Bains, 
hydropathic; H. des Diablerets; H. 
Bellevue), a station on the Simplon 
Bly. (Bte. 56). 



ROUTE 44. 

SEPEY TO G8TEIG, BY LES DIABLERETS. 



Lg8 Plans 
Gsteig . 



Hiles. 
. 7 



Between Sepey and Comballaz a 
branch road turns off from the Aigle 
road, and goes up the valley of 
Ormont'dessus to the Plan des lies. 
At Vers I'^^glise there are several 
Pensions. Hotel des Diablerets, E.C.S., 
good pension. Higher is Les Plans or 
the Diablerets, 3823 ft. above the sea, 
in full view of one bf the grandest 
scenes in the Alps, the Creux de Champ, 



the head of the valley of Ormont" 
dessus. It is surrounded by precipices 
and glaciers of the Diablerets^ shaped 
like a horseshoe; not unlike the 
Cirque of Gavamie, in the Pyrenees, 
over which dash 5 or 6 waterfalls, the 
sources of the Grande Eau. The 
scenerv is beautiful— green alps dotted 
with chalets, the Tour d'Ay and Tour 
May en to the W., forests on the 
heights, and far above them, tier 
upon tier, and streaming with ice, 
the rocks of the Oldenhorn and Dia- 
blerets. 
The chief excursions are to the 

a. Creux de Champ, about 2 hrs. 
there and back, passing through a 
forest (horse, 6 fr.). On the 1., at the 
entrance of the basin, a path leads up 
the Prapioz alp to the glacier of Sex- 
rouge. 

b. Cascade du Dard, falling from the 
Oldenhorn, rt. of the path to the Col 
de Pillon. 

c. Tete du Moines 7713 ft., N. of the 
hotel. On the other side it is craggy, 
and its shape very whimsical, whence 
the name. 3i hrs. up ; guide, 6 fr. 

d. Lac d*Amen (horse, 10 fr. ; guide, 
5), a pretty mountain tarn, beneath t 
wood. It is reached by a col (2 hrs.), 
the second opening E. of the Tete da 
Moine (but not seen from the hotel), 
commanding a grand view of the Ol- 
denhorn and mountains eastward. A 
path runs slanting to this col from the 
hotel. 

e. Chamossaire, 6953 ft., the highest 
point of the range S. of Sepey. The 
way lies towards that village, and then 
up the alp to the Lac de Serray, S 
hrs. Thence to the top in about i hr. 
withoTtt difficulty. A very beautifbl 
view, including Mt. Blanc and the 
head of the iSike of Geneva. The 
descent to Villard down a wooded 
dale is most charming, and the 
mountain is best taken by crossing 
from the Diablerets to that place. 
Guide, 6 fr. 

/. Oldenhom,lO, 250 ft. ; about 7 hii* 
up. Guide, 10 fr. A descent can b« 
made on the other side, by the San* 
fleuron glacier, sleeping at the Oldei 
chalet, to the Sanetsch Pass. 

g. i>w6/^f|§,b^(iJp^jy^i^piie of thi 
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easiest snow mountains, with a noble 
view. First ascended by the Rocher de 
Ouland, on the W, side. In 1869 an as- 
cent was made by the rocks above the 
Creux de Champ, the lower precipice 
being turned by the path leading to 
the Sexrouge glacier. The tariff for 
a guide is 12 fr., and 20 for crossing 
the mountain to Sion. The descent 
on the other side is down the grea^ 
Sanfleuron glacier. 

The Col de la Croiv (5705 ft.) is a 
beautiful pass to Bex. 1^ hr. to the 
col, 2 down to Gryon, whence there is 
a carriage-road of about 3 hrs. to Bex. 
The pa£ to the col ascends rt. at the 
entrance of the wood near the Creux 
de Champ, keeping N. of the stream. 
Carriage road in construction.] 

From Flan des Isles the road mounts 
through charming rock and forest 
scenery to the Col de FiUon (5124 ft.) 
under the Oldenhom, and then de- 
scends, passing a pretty waterfall, to 
Gsteig (Bte. 41). 



ROUTE 45. 

berne to lausanne, by fribourq 
(rail). 

Stations. Miles. 

Flamatt 8 

Frilwtirg ...... 19i 

Komont 35^ 

Oron 44i 

Chexbres (Vevey) • . . 62* 

Lansaiuie • . . • • • 60 

The country traversed, is. fertile 
and broken, and very pretty; distant 
views of the Alps are, .often obtained* 
and the descent to the lake of Geneva 
is very fine. The left-hand side of 
the train has tiie best view, but» as 
the train backs out of the station 
before starting, it is the right-hand 
out of the station. The line makes a 
great curve, and in a short time the 
Bernese Alps and the Simmenthal 
mountains appear on the 1. About 
3 m. from Berne is 

Bumplitz Stat The Sense, which 



divides Canton Berne from Fribourg, 
and comes from the Baths of Domene 
andLac d'Omeinaz (Rte. 42), is crossed 
to 

Flamatt Stat. 

[Diligence twice a-day to 4 m. Lau* 
pen, by Neueneck (/nn ; Hirsch), on the 
Sense. It is famous for the battle in 
which the Swiss confederates, under 
Rudolph of Erlach, defeated the 
mailed chivalry of Burgundy and 
Suabia, 1339. A tower, erected 1853, 
with a short inscription to comme- 
morate the victory, stands near the 
spot where the main battle raged.] 

There i& a tunnel beyond Flamatt, 
after which the railway runs for some 
miles through a pretty little valley. 
It then passes through another tunnel 
ai;d comes to 

Guin Stat. Two miles beyond this 
the ravine of the Sarine is crossed by 
the great Grandfey Viaduct, 

The towers and old walls of Fri- 
bourg are now seen on the 1., and the 
train goes round the town to 

Fribowg Stat., which is on the 
S.W. of the town, nearly a mile from 
the cathedral and bridge. 

Fribour^ can be seen in 3 hrs,, 
and is wefl worth the excursion, from 
Berne; or, stopping between 2 trains, 
walk or hire a carriage to the Grand- 
fey bridge, and come back to the 
cathedra^ after wliich the carriage is 
of no use. 

Fribourg {Bateh: H. de Fribourg, 
about 5 min. walk from the stat., H. 
National, with a good view; both ex- 
cellent) 11,546 £hab., chiefly Rom. 
Cath., the capital of Canton Fribourg, 
situated on a promontory formed by 
the windings of the Sarme (Saane). 
Many of the houses stand on the 
very edge of the precipice overhang- 
ing the river, and their quaint archi- 
tecture, the long line of embattled 
walls stretching up hill and down 
dale, varied by th^e^fe^i^Jug*^! 
L 2 
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watch-towers, and gateways of the 
ancient fortifications which still exist 
in a perfect state, together with the 
singular and romantic features of the 
gorge, make the distant view at onco 
imposing and highly picturesque. 
The narrow dirty streets of the in- 
terior do not altogether correspond 
with these outward promises. 

Fribourg was founded in 1175, by 
Duke Berthold of Zahringen, father 
of him who founded Berne, and was 
long a free town. It became subject 
to the House of Austria, and fre- 
quently fought against Berne. It was 
afterwards subject for a short time, 
about 1452, to the Dukes of Savoy. 
In 1481, it was admitted into the 
Swiss confederation, having done 
good service on its side in the battles 
of Morat and Grandson. It is now 
a stronghold of the Catholic party. 

Down to 1847 Canton Fribourg 
presented a remarkable instance of a 
state with a constitution purely demo- 
cratic, in which the chief influence 
was exercised by the hierarchy. The 
town of Fribourg was a stronghold of 
the Boman Catholic priesthood: it is 
the see of a bishop, who still styles 
himself Bishop of Lausanne, although, 
since the Beformation, the Canton 
Vaud is cut off from his diocese. It 
contained no less than 9 convents 
(5 for monks and 4 for nuns), 12 
churches, and 10 chapels. The Jesuits, 
whUe interdicted from most other 
states of Europe, were here openly 
tolerated, having been recalled, in 
1818, by a decree of the Grand Coun- 
cil of the canton. They were expelled 
in 1847. 

The Suspension-Bridge over the 
Sarine, completed in 1834 — engineer 
M. Chaley, of Lyons — should be 
crossed. The span of the catenary of 
the wire ropes is 870 ft., that of the 
chains of the Menai Bridge 570 ft. 
It was originally supported by 4 
cables of iron wire ; two more have 
been added. It is weU seen from the 
old road, and from the gorge of 
Gotteron. 



The appearance of Fribourg froih 
the Berne road and the wire-bridge 
is singularly striking and picturesque, 
its antique oattlements and numerous 
towers crowning the summit of a pre- 
cipitous rock above the gorge of the 
Sarine. The most conspicuous build- 
ing is a large structure, with 5 stories 
and many windows, once a Jesuits* 
Pensionnat. Below are the Gothic 
tower and church of St. Nicolas. 

Another Wire Bridge, 689 feet long 
and 317 high, has been suspendc^l 
across the romantic ^orge of Gotte- 
ron, on the opposite side of the river 
Sarine. It was finished in 1840. The 
wire cables are attached immediately 
to the solid rock on each side, and the 
point of suspension is higher on one 
side than on the other, which gives it 
the appearance of half a bridge. The 
object of this mode of construction is 
economy, the expense of building piers 
of solid masonry from the bottom of 
the valley being saved. Those not 
pressed for time should descend from 
the bridge to the stream over 
which it is thrown, and follow up its 
course for a mile or two. The soft 
sandstone rocks through which it 
has worn its way are picturesque 
both in form and colour, and the 
limpid purity of the water is varied 
and enhanced by constant rapids. 

The Cathedral Church of St Kicolaa 
is a handsome Gothic building, ohieily 
in the Flamboyant style (date 1 285- 
1500). The exterior was carefully 
restored in 1856. **The ori^nal 
charter by which Berthold of Zah- 
ringen in 1178 confirms the Monastery 
of Payeme in possession of the 
allodium in whicn the new church 
of St. Nicolas was built is preserved 
in the archives of Turin." St Nicolas 
was made a Collegiate Church in 
1512 by Julius II. The portal under 
the tower (date 1452, but the separate 
figures are of different dates) is sur- 
mounted by a bas-relief, representing 
the Last Judgment, in the centre 
stands St. Nicolas, his statuette was 
entirely gilt, and is among the more 
modern pda^ above him is seated 
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the Saviour ; on the I. hand an 
angel is weighing mankind in a huge 

{)air of scales, not singly but by 
ots, and an imp is maliciously en- 
deavouring to pull down one scale, 
and make the other kick the beam. 

The handsome interior has a nave 
of five bays, divided from the aisles 
by clustered columns supporting 
pointed arches. There is a trifo- 
rium and a clerestory, but no tran- 
sept. In the choir are quaint reliefs 
of saints on the backs of the stalls. 

Certain magistrates of Fribourg, 
it is said, being imprisoned for a 
time, about 1449, at Fribourg in the 
Breisgaa, learned to admire exceed- 
ingly the tower of the minster in 
that town, and longed to replace the 
meaner structure in their own Fri- 
bourg with something of equal 
grandeur ; but it was not till 1470 
that the work was entrusted to 
Georges du Jordil. The tower was 
brought to a termination in 1492, 
without the spire at first intended. 
It rises above the portal, at first 
quadrangular and then octagonaL 

The windows of the nave were at 
one time filled with stained glass, 
portions of which found their way 
(it is not known how or when) to 
the Musee de Cluny at Paris. The 
stained glass of the apse was partly 
derived from the church of Hauterive. 

The Organ, built by the late Aloys 
Moser, a native of the town (b. 1770, 
d. 1839), is one of the finest instru- 
ments in Europe. It was first played 
in 1834. A white marble bust of the 
artist surmounts a small "Gothic" 
monument below the organ. The 
organist plays on it for the gratifica- 
tion of travellers at 1.30 p.m., and 
8 P.M., except on certain feast days 
and on Saturdays. Tickets are od- 
tained at the hotels. The performance 
terminates with the imitation of a 
storm, from *Der Freischiitz,' intro- 
ducing^ the howling of the vdnd, the 
roaring of the thunder, and a few 
flashes of lightning. The ipstrument 



was enlarged in 1852 by Yogt, at a 
later date by Kyburg of Soleure, and 
1872, by Merklin and Schiitz, of 
Paris, and has 64 stops and 7800 
pipes. 

Hie Pensionnat, or Jesuits' School, 
the most conspicuous building in the 
town, was destined for the reception 
of about 400 pupils, many of them 
children of the Roman Catholic 
noblesse of France and Germany 
who were sent hither for their edu- 
cation. The School and Convent 
have been turned into a Cantonal 
school since 1848. 

The ancient Rathhaus is a building 
of no consequence, dating from 1502- 
14. It stands on the site of the 
Duke of Zahringen's castle, which, 
according to the legend, had been 
carried off by the devil from Fri- 
bourg in Breisgau and dropped in his 
flight. 

Before it is the ancient trunk of 
a Lime-tree, planted, according to 
tradition, on the day of the battle 
of Morat, in 1476. The story re- 
lates that a young Fribourgois, 
who had fought in the battle, anxious 
to bring home the good news, ran 
the whole way, and arrived on this 
spot, bleedin?, out of breath, and 
so exhausted oy fatigue, that he fell 
down, and had barSy time to cry 
" Victory I" when he expired. The 
branch of lime which he carried in 
his hand was immediately planted, 
and grew into the tree, of which this 
decayed trunk, 20 ft in circumference, 
is the remains. TiU 1851 it gave the 
name of Llndengericht, or Court of 
the Lime Tree, to a popular tribunal 
for the settlement of disputes between 
the townsfolk and the country folk. 
Its branches are supported by stone 
pillars. 

The Cantonal Museum contains a 
fine Roman Mosaic found atCormerod, 
near Avenches, a collection of lacus- 
trine objects and other antiquities. 

A long flight; pf step^ Jpftda from 
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this down to the lower town and river 
side: it is called the Hue Court Chemin^ 
and the roofs of some of its houses 
serve as pavement for the street above 
it, called Rue Grande Fontaine, 

The Canton Fribourg is singularly 
divided between the German and 
French langpiages; and the line of 
separation, extending from the S.E. 
corner to the N.W., passes through 
the town of Fribourg, so that in the 
upper town French is spoken, and in 
the lower German. This distinction, 
however, is wearing out. 

The walls and gates are perfect 
specimens of ancient fortification, 
and contribute, along with the general 
air of antiquity, to carry badk the 
spectator to a remote state of society. 
One tower, near the Prefecture 
(thrown across the street, and now 
converted into a prison), has ac- 
quired the name of La Mauvaise Tour, 
because it contained the rack. Though 
the torture had been disused in the 
canton for many years, it was not 
legally abolished until 1830. 

The Grandfey Bailway Bridge is a 
wonderful structure. There is a very 
pleasant walk or drive to it, starting 
trom outside the Morat gate, and lying 
all the way through an avenue of !&rge 
trees, commanding fine views of the 
Sarine and of the mountains. It is 
about 1^ m. from the Morat gate. At 
the bridge is a cafe. 

The bridge was made in 1862, at 
Creuzot in France. It is a lattice- 
girder bridge, 13 ft. deep, 1092 ft 
long, in 7 spans of 156 ft. each. The 
six piers are partly of stone, partly of 
iron lattice. The two middle piers 
reach 251 ft. above the stream, i,e, 
50 ft. higher than the Monument, and 
27 ft. higher than the towers of Notre 
Dame. There is a footpath under 
the rly. 

About 3 m. lower down the valley 
of the Sarine is the Grotto ofSte, Mag' 
dalene, a hermitage and chapel cut out 
of the sandstone rock, by a native of 



Gruyferes named Dupre, between 1670 
and 1680. It is scarcely worth a visit, 

21 m. S.E. are the Baths of Damene, 
in a charming situation, with mo- 
derate charges. There are boats on 
the lake (Lac Noir), the source of 
the Warme Sense, and excursions to 
the mountain La Berra (4 hrs. from 
Fribourg) — to Jaun 2^ hrs. — and 
Val Sainte 2} hrs. 

Diligences twice daily to Morat, 
about 10 m. (Rte. 46). , 

On quitting Fribourg Stat, the 
train overlooks (L) the deep valley of 
the Sarine: beyond it is Mont Mjole- 
son. 1. The Nunnery of La Fille 
Dieu, near 

Bomont Junction Stat, Branch to 
BtiUe (4 trains daily, in 55 min.), 
chief town of the Gruyeres dis- 
trict Bomont {Inns : Cerf,good ; Cou- | 
ronne) is picturesquely seated on one , 
of the Jorat hills above the Glane. ' 
It possesses 2 of the mysterious Bound I 
towers, similar in construction to those 
in Ireland, with the entrance high 
above the ground, and 4 openings just 
below the roof facin? the cardinal 
points. One tower, ot graceful form, 
and in a very perfect state, stands 
detached on a mound outside the 
walls ; the other, which has been 
much altered, now forms part of the 
mediaeval Chdteau said to have been 
founded by the Kings of Burgundy 
in the 10th centy. Soon affcer leaving 
Bomont, a glimpse of Mont Blano 
may be gained, and, beyond 

Vauderens Stat,, of the Jura range. 

Bue {Inns : H. de Ville ; Fleur de 
Lys), l| m. W., is a picturesque town, 
with castle, in the vale of the Broye. 

Oron le Chateau Stat, The chateau 
crowns a rock above it Oron ia Ville 
is below. 

Beyond this is the summit-level 
(2080 ft), near which the rugged 
peaks of the Dent d*Oche come 

into sight. Digitized by VjUU^IC 
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PcH^zieux Junct, Stat. Here the 
line from Soleure (Rte. 46) falls in. 

Chexbres Stat, [This is the station 
for Vevey, and for the Hotel Signal, 
an excellent house on the hill be- 
tween Lausanne and'Yevey, 10 min. 
from the station. Omnibuses, to and 
from every train; to Yeveytfare 1 fr., 
luggage extra; a drive of rather more 
than 1 hr. The return (ascent) takes 
longer. Fine views.] 

On emerging from the rly, tunnel 
beyond Chexbres, a magmficent view 
on the L — Lake of Geneva, Valley of 
Rhone, Dent de Jaman, and other 
mountains. 

The rly. then runs through seyeral 
other tunnels and cuttings through 
tUted sandstone strata of the lower 
miocene. 

Grandvaux Stat. 

La Conversion Stat, above Lutry 
(Inns: H. de Ville; Couronne) on 
the lake. 

A viaduct of 9 arches next carries 
the line over a valley through which 
runs the viaduct of the Sierre and 
Xiausanne Rly. The 2 lines unite 
before entering 

Laasanne Junct. Stat, (in Hte. 55). 



ROUTE 46. 

SOLEURE TO LAUSANNE, B7 BAIL. — 
MORAT. AVENCUES. 

Eng. m. 
Soleure. 

Lyss 16 

Morat 30 

Palezieux 63 

Lauaaime 96 

This rlv., opened 1876, after leaving 
Soleure (Rte. 4-), follows the valley of 
the Aar to Busswyl, a station on the 
line from Berne to Bienne. It keeps 
to this line as far as Lyss Stat., and 
then branches ofiP to the rt. 

A.arherg Stat. {Inn : Krone), a town 
of 8t54 Inhab., on a rocky promontory, 
nearly surrounded by the Aar, which 

^t times converted it intQ m isltwd, 



At this point the course of the river 
has been diverted (see Rte. 1). The 
road enters and quits the town by 
two covered bridges. View from the 
cemetery. 

Morat — Germ. Murten — (Intis : 
Couronne ; Aigle; Lion), a thriv- 
ing town of ^60 Inhab., prettily 
situated on the E. shore of the lake 
of Morat. Its picturesque and arcaded 
streets are overlooked by an old 
Castle; and it is still surrounded by 
feudal walls and watchtowers — the 
same which, for 10 days, withstood 
the artillery of Charles the Bold. 
In the Gymnasium is a collection of 
arms, guns, and other relics of the 
fight. 

The battle of June 22, 1476, which 
has rendered this otherwise insignifi- 
cant town famous all over the world, 
was fought under its walls. The 
Swiss were drawn up along the 
heights a little to the S.W., and no- 
thing could resist their impetuous 
charge. The loss of the Burgundians 
was immense : 15,000 dead bodies are 
said to have been left on the field, and 
many perished in the lake. The bodies 
of the slain were collected by the Swiss 
in an Ossuary, which, after standing 
300 years, was destroyed in 1798 by 
the soldiers of the Burgundian Legion 
in the Revolutionary French army, 
anxious to efface this record of their 
ancestors' disgrace and defeat. 

The scattered remains have now 
been collected and buried, and an 
Obelisk was set up over them (in 
1822), by the canton, at the road- 
side, about } m. S. of Morat, on the 
site of the bone-house. The inscrip- 
tion belonging to it, and one or 
two cannon, made of iron hoops, used 
in the battle, are still preserved in 
the Toum-house of Morat. 

The best view of the battle-field 
and lake is from the hill of Miinchen- 
wylir, near an enormous lime-tree, 
36 ft. in circumference, and 90 ft. 
high, still in full vigour and luxuri- 
ant foliage ; it is probably at least 600 
years old, si^ce, according to tradi- 
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lion, the Swiss held a council of war 
before the battle under its shade. 

The lake of Morat, 1430 ft., is 6 m. 
long, 2 J broad: it is separated by 
a narrow flat tract of land from the 
lake of Neuchatel, but empties itself 
into it through the river Broye. 

[A Steamer runs twice daily from 
Morat to Neuchatel, in 2 hrs., crossing 
the lake of Morat towards Mont 
Valles, 2270 ft. Near Sugier, where 
the steamer enters the channel of the 
BroyCy between the lakes, is 

Anetj or Ins {Inn: Bar), a village 
on an eminence, from which the Alps 
are well seen in clear weather, with 
the lakes of Morat and Neuchatel 
near at hand. The lake of Bienne 
lies about 2 m. N. You overlook from 
this place the Aarherger MooSy a tract 
of morass, 9 m. long by 6 m. wide, 
drained in 1875. Breti^ge (Bnit- 
telen) is a watering-place at the 
foot of hills 2} m. N.E. of Anet. 
A road runs from this to Erlach (Cer- 
lier. Inn: L'Ours), a town of 1000 
Inhab., on a spur of the JoUmonty re- 
markable for the number of snakes 
to be found upon it, and projecting 
into the lake, like a wall or cause- 
way, towards Rousseau* s (or St, Peter's) 
Island, The castle of Erlach was 
the cradle of the noble family of 
that name: among its members was 
Rudolf, the hero of Laupen in 1339. 

The steamer here enters the lake of 
Neuchatel, and crosses over to Neu- 
chatel. Rte. 48.] 

Avenches Stat, — Germ. Wiflisburg — 
{Inns: Couronne; Maison de Y ille), an 
ancient walled town of 1750 Inhab., 
situated in the S.W. angle of the 
area once occupied by Aventiciitn, the 
Roman capital of Helvetia. It ap- 
pears to have existed before the time 
of Csesar. It attained the height of 
its prosperity, and a population of 
60,000, in the reign of Vespasian and 
Titus; and was destroved, first by 
the Alemanni, and afterwards by 
Attila. The walls may be traced 
for nearly 4 m., in some places 14 ft. 
thick and 15 high ; they extended 
to the lake, where they formed a 
small ipol^ and harbour. The ^lo- 



dern to^Ti fills but one-tenth of the 
space they enclosed — the rest is mea- 
dow-land or corn-field. About a mile 
before reaching Avenches the road 
from Morat is carried through a 
breach in these ancient fortifications. 
On the L is seen a tower, which, 
though ruined, is the most perfect of 
the Roman edifices here. They owe 
their total destruction to their massy 
masonry having been for ages re- 
garded as a quarry out of which the 
neighbouring nouses and villages have 
been built. Close to the modern 
town, on the 1. of the road, a solitary 
Corinthian column, 37 ft. high, is still 
standing, and has, for a long time, 
served the storks as a pedestal to 
build their nests on, whence it is 
called the Cigognier. 

** By a lone wall a lonelier column rears 
A grey and grief-worn aspect of old days : 
Tis the last remnant of tlie wreck of vean. 
And looks as with the wild bewilder'd gaze 
Of one to stone converted by amase, 
Yet still with consciousness; and there it 

stands, 
Making a marvel that it not decavs, 
"When the 6oeval pride of human hands, 

Levell'd Aventicum, hath strew'd her subleet 
lands." 

Other traces of fallen splendour, 
such as the line of city walls, broken 
cornices, inscriptions, distinct remains 
of an amphitheatre, and fragments of 
an aqueduct, exist, and are interesting 
evidence of the extent of the largest 
Roman colony in Helvetia. 

Tacitus has recorded the history of 
JuHus Alpinus, the chief man of the 
city, who was condemned to death for 
aiding and abetting^ an insurrection 
against the Roman jEmp. ViteUius, in 
ignorance of the murder of his rival 
Galba (a.d. 69). 

1500 years after this event an In- 
scription was reported to have been 
found here, bearing these words: — 
"Julia Alpinula: Hie Jaceo. Infe- 
licis patris infelix proles. Dese Aven- 
tise Sacerdos. Exorare patris necem 
non potui : Male mori in fatis Uli erat. 
Vixi annos xxiii. (I, Julia Alpinula, 
lie here — ^unfortunate child of an un- 
fortunate parent, priestess of the God- 
dess Aventia. 1 failed in averting, 
by my pra^irs, tl^edejvt^^fpy fjitber. 
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the Fates had decreed that he should 
die ignominiously. I lived to the age 
of 23.)" 

The critical acuteness of the late 
Lord Stanhope destroyed the romance 
of this story oy proving incontestably 
that the above pathetic epitaph, the 
cause of such poetic sympathy, is 
a forgery of the 17th century, and 
that no such person as Julia ^pinula 
ever existed. 

The feudal Castle was built by a 
Count Wivilo, in the 7th century, 
whence "Wiflisburg, the German name 
of Avenches. The country here is 
interesting by the richness of the 
cultivation, the beauty of the fruit- 
trees, and the comfort apparently en- 
joyed by the population. 

Payeme Junct. Stat, — German Peter^ 
lingen—(Inns: Ours, very good; de la 
Croix Blanche; du Oerf). There are 
2 churches in this walled town — the 
one, now turned into a Ifalle au Ble, is 
in the Bomanesque style, and very 
ancient. Bertha Queen of Burgundy 
(A.D. 950), the founder of it and of the 
adjoining convent (suppressed since 
the Reformation, and now a school), 
was buried in it. The curiosity of 
the place is Queen Bertha's SadcQe, a 
cumbrous machine kept in the parish 
church, from which it appears that, 
in her days, it was the mshion for 
ladies to nde en cavalier ; but Bertha 
spun as she rode, having a distaff 
planted on the pommeL In the same 
church is Bertha's tomb, an antique 
sarcophagus discovered in 1818, now 
covered with a slab of black marble. 

[There are rlys. to Estavayer on 
the lake of Neuchd.tel, and thence to 
Yverdon, Rte. 49. To Frib6urg, 
Bte. 45.] 

The rly. continues to ascend the 
valley of the Broye, passing Henniez, 
to 

Lucens Stat. (Lobsingen), with a 
castle, formerly a hunting-seat of the 
Bishop of Lausanne. 

Moudon Stat. — Germ. Milden— (Inn : 
H. Victoria, not good). This town 
(1500 Inhab.) was the Roman Mini- 
dunum, whence its modem name. It 
has a Gothic church, recalling the 
Cathedral of Lansanne, ajid 9. tall 



Tower of defence, attributed to Queen 
Bertha. 

Pal^zieux Junct. Stat Here the rly. 
joins that from Fribourg to Lausanne, 

Lausanne, Rte. 55, 



ROUTE 48. 

BIENNE TO NEUCHATEL. 

20 m. For the Rlys. converging at 
Bienne from Berne and Olten, see 
Rtes. 1 and 2. 
About 1 m. S. of Bienne is 

Nidau, a village on the lake, with 
a picturesque castle, flanked by round 
towers and surmounted by a tall 
square keep. The lords of Nidau, 
an extinct branch of the former lords 
of Neuch&tel, were foes of Berne ; their 
stronghold now shows on its front the 
Bernese bear, painted of colossal di- 
mensions, and is converted into the 
cantonal salt-warehouse. From the 
slope of the hill near Belmund a good 
view is obtained of the lake and of 
St. Peter's Isle. Rt., near a fir-wood, 
rises an obelisk, by way of monument 
to the Swiss who fell here fighting 
against the French 1798. 

The recently deepened Zihl (ThiMe), 
which drains the lake of Bienne, passes 
near Nidau. A lake-viUage has been 
discovered here. 

Since the opening of the railway 
steamers have ceased to navigate the 
lake of Bienne. The trains run along 
its bank and command a fine view of 
it: but the Jura chain is hid. 
' 6 m. Twann Stat. {Inn: L'Ours). 
Row boats may be hired here for a 
visit to St. Peter's Isle. 

The Lake of Bienne (German Bieler 
See) is about 10 m. long, and nearly 
3 broad. It is 17 ft. lower than the 
lake of Neuchatel, whose waters it 
receives at its S. extremity by the 
ThiMe, discharging them again at 
the N.E. comer, through a con- 
tinuation of the same river. It pos- 
sessed much quiet beauty of scenery, 
lately impaired by the artificial lower- 
ing of it? watery Tyhi^h^^^^pjer, 
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brought to light some interesting re- 
mains of lake-villages. 

The Lake of Bienne owes its cele- 
brity chiefly to Rousseau's residence 
on it, and to his somewhat extra- 
vagant praises. The He de St. Pierre^ 
on which he took refuge for 2 months, 
in 1765, after his proscription at 
Paris, and his stoning at Motiers 
(Rte. 51), is situated about 6 m. from 
Bienne. Boats may be hired at 
almost all the villages on the lake to 
row to it. The island, a pretty object, 
is a ridge of sandstone, rising 12 ft. 
above the lake, and prolonged south- 
wards, under water, to the hill 
called Jolimont. It is crowned by a 
^rove of old oaks, the shade of which 
m summer is refreshing. 

Rousseau's room is preserved nearly 
as he left it, except that its walls, doors, 
shutters, and windows are scribbled 
over with names of all nations. To 
escape the importunities of curious 
visitors he usea to climb up by a stove, 
through a trap-door (still shown) 
into the garret, and frequently, when 
informed by his host that a party had 
come expressly to see him, refused to 
appear — " Je ne suis pas i9i dans une 
menagerie." 

The most extensive peat-moss in 
Switzerland lies on the S.E. shore of 
the lake of Bienne. The Gothic abbey 
of St. Jean is now a manufactory, 
where the peat is transmuted into 
benzine oil, petroleum, and pigments. 
An ancient lacustrine village has been 
dug out of the morass, lOUO ft. from 
the present shore, near Moringen. 

4 m. NemevUle Stat, — Germ. Neuen" 
stadt — {Inns: Couronne, or Pension 
Grether, out of the town on the S. 
side, surrounded by as much shade as 
the vineyards will afford), a thriving 
little town of 1200 Inhab. (here French 
is spoken), on the edge of the lake, 
and foot of the Chasseral,whose summit 
(5279 ft.) may be reached in 4 hrs.; 
by carriage-road to the village of 
Nods 3 hrs., path thence to summit 
Ihr. 

On the opposite side of the lake, 



near its S. extremity, stands Erlach 
(Cerlier), on the slope of the Jolt' 
mont, 

Landeron Stat, is at a picturesque 
old Swiss town near the mouth of 
the naturally shallow river Thieley or 
Zihl, through which the waters of 
the lake of Neuchatel find their way 
into the lake of Bienne. 

Emerging from a tunnel the train 
reaches 

St, Blaise Stat. The line continues 
to rise until it overlooks the whole lake. 

NeuchItel Junct. Stat., high above 
the lake — Germ. Neuenburg — (^Hotels: 
Hdtel Bellevue, a large building close 
to the lake ; Grand H. du Lac— 
both excellent houses ; Eaucon ; H. 
de Commerce. The beautifully situ- 
ated H. de Chaumont is 2 hrs. up the 
mountain.) 

English Church Service, 

Neuch§,tel, the chief town of the 
canton (15,612 Inhab., Protestant and 
Rom. Gath.), is built upon the steep 
slope of the Jura, and along a narrow 
shelf of alluvial deposits brought 
down by the river Seyon, gained 
by embankments from the water, 
and by turning the river into a 
tunnel cut for 500 ft. through the 
rock. Several streets have been 
built on the land thus acquired. 
Except as the threshold of Switzer- 
land, it has little to interest the 
passing traveller : it has but little 
trade, and not much activity, except 
on market-days. To one newly ar- 
rived in the country, the first and 
glorious view of the Alps from the 
heights above the town, is a constant 
delight; and, even should the sky be 
clouded, Neuchatel, with its pictur- 
esque old castle, its numerous white 
country - houses, its vine - clad hills, 
and blue expanse of lake, will be pro- 
nounced beautiful. 

The French princes of the house of 
Chalons (Longueville) were, at least 
nominally, the sovereigns of this 
Little state: though the subjects 
maintained jealously their privileges 
and liberties, allowing their princes 
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but very limited authority. When the 
house of Chalons became extinct in 
1707, the King of Prussia was chosen, 
as the nearest descendant by the female 
line of the former lords of Neu- 
ch&tel, to be stadtholder. The so- 
vereignty of the house of Branden- 
burg "was interrupted by Napoleon, 
who made Marshal Berthier jPrince 
of Neuchatel, but was resumed in 181 5» 
and continued until 1857. Though 
long an ally of the Swiss cantons, 
Neuchatel was not formally incorpo- 
rated as a member of the Confederation 
until 1814. There was a ^eat struggle 
in 1848 between the aristocratic and 
the democratic parties, the latter 
assisted occasionally by French sym- 
pathisers, when the constitution was 
settled upon the regular French re- 
publican model. In 1856, under the 
mediation of the g^eat powers, the 
King of Prussia renounced his rights 
and title. 

The Old Castle on the height, now 
converted into government offices, was 
originally the residence of the French 
princes. 

The Churchy ac^oinin^ the castle, 
is a Gothic building of the 12th cen- 
tury: but the £. end, in the round 
style, is older. Within the chancel is 
a Gothic monument, including 15 life- 
sized effigies, erected 1372 by one of 
the Counts of Neuchd,tel; there is also 
a monument to Farel, the reformer, 
who was buried on the terrace in front. 
There is a pleasing view from the 
terrace S. of the ch. On the W. ter- 
race is a statue of Farel, and a crom- 
lech, discovered in 1876 near the 
Palafitte d'Auvemier. 

In the Palais Rougemont, or Mus^, 
N.B. of the town, is the Picture 
Gallery (admission ^ fr., free on Sun- 
day), containing some very good pro- 
ductions of modem artists, chiefly 
natives of French Switzerland, as : — 
Calamus Monte Rosa, Rosenlaui, &c.; 
Ch, Girardetj Lady Claypole, and 
Cromwell; Tschaggeny, a Flemish 
bridal procession ; Leopold Robert (a 
native of Chaux-de-Fonds), Ch. of 
St. Paul at Rome after the Fire, 
Roman Oxen, also portraits of Frede- 
rick the Great and other Prussian 



sovereigns. In an adjacent house is 
Challande's collection of stuffed Alpine 
animals. 

The College, a handsome build- 
ing near the lake, erected by the 
town, as a public school, contains a 
very interesting Museum of Natural 
History. The specimens of rocks and 
fossils illustrating the structure of 
the Jura are very complete and in- 
structive. This collection owes much 
to the zeal and talents of Professor 
Agassiz, a native of Orbe in Vaud, 
whose discoveries in the history of 
fossil fishes have thrown so much 
light on that branch of study. He 
held the Professorship of Nat. Hist, 
at Neuch&tel 1838-1847. 

The town has also built a Ladies' 
School, where a good cheap education 
is given to girls. The Public Library 
contains 70,000 vols., and among the 
MSS. 2000 letters written by J. J. 
Rousseau, 1760-1770. 

A fine view from the Observatory, 
i hr. N.E. of Neuchatel. Swimming- 
bath in the lake, E. of the Belle- 
vue H. 

The charitable institutions of this 
town, for which it is indebted to its 
own citizens, are on a very splendid 
scale. In 1786 one David Purry left 
his whole fortune of 4,000,000 of 
livres (166,000/.) to endow an hos- 
pital and poorhouse, and for other 
purposes connected with the improve- 
ment of his native town. He had 
quitted it a poor lad, without money 
or friends, had gradually, by industry 
and talent for business, increased his 
means, becoming, in turn, jeweller, 
owner of mines, banker, and, finally, 
millionnaire, at Lisbon, where he died. 
His status has been set up in front of 
the Banque Cantonale by his fellow 
citizens. 

The Hopital PourtaUs is a similar 
monument of the benevolence and 
public spirit of a townsman. It is 
open to people of all religions and 
countries alike. 

Several of the richest bankers, mer- 
chants, &c., in France, are Neucha- 
telois by origin. 

The Lake of KeucUteGfyf^^U 
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above the sea (17 feet higher than 
the lake of Bienne), about 24 m. in 
length, 4 to 6 in breadth, and has a 
maximum depth of 488 ft. Its fluctu- 
ations are shown by a Limnimetre^ on 
the walk by the Bellevue hotel. The 
greatest height recorded was on Jan. 
8, 1802, when the lake rose 6^ Swiss 
ft. above the ordinary level. The lakes 
of Neuchatel, Bienne, and Morat, were 
bordered by 45,000 acres of marsh- 
land, unproductive, except of malaria, 
and almost unpeopled. The creative 
cause was the imperfect drainage of the 
country by the river Zihl (or Thi^e), 
■which, having a fall of only 12 ft. to 
the Aar, was frequently choked by 
freshets and the gravel brought down 
by that river. In Jan. 1802, it rose 
3 inches above the lake of Neuchd,tel; 
in 1837 3}, when Nidau was so flooded 
that a large pike was caught at the 
Town Hall. In 1841, for 7 days, the 
stream ran towards its source at the 
rate of 4623 cubic ft. per second. In 
consequence of the great drainage 
works undertaken to remedy these 
evils (Rte. 1) the lake has been 
lowerecl several feet. 

There are steamers to Estcmayer, 
with its interesting old castle of 
Ghilnaux, and to Morat (Bte. 46), by 
which pleasant excursions can be 
made. The snowy peaks of the Ber- 
nese Oberland are, in clear weather, 
well seen from the lake. 

Those who would enjoy one of the 
finest distant views of the Alps, with 
the lakes of Neuch&tel, Morat^ and 
Bienne in the foreground^and the long 
range of the Jura on the N., should 
ascend 

The Chavmont (Inns: H. du Chau* 
mont ; H. du Chateau; comfortable 
and moderate; Eng, Ch. Service), the 
hiU immediately above Neuchatel. 
Diligences twice a-day both ways. It 
is about 2 hours' walk, by a good car- 
riage-road to the hotel on the top, a 
point of a ridge, 3845 feet above the 
sea, running N. of the lakes for many 
miles, and attaining its greatest height 
in the CJumeral, N.E., 5279 ft. The 
view comprehends in clear weather 
the whole array of Alps, from the 
Titlis to Mont Blanc, «nd is said 



to be superior to that from the Weis- 
senstein. 

On the slope of the hill, about 2 
m. above the town, and 820 ft. above 
the lake, lies the Pierre a Bot (toad- 
stone), the largest boulder known on 
the Jura; it is situated in a wood 
near a farm-house, and measures 62 
feet in length by 48 in breadth, 
and is calculated to contain 14,000 
cubic feet. It is of granite, similar to 
that of the Great St. Bernard, from 
which part of the Alps it probably 
came, as there is no similar rocK 
nearer at han^; yet it exhibits no 
symptoms of attrition, all its angles 
are perfectly sharp. The entire S. 
slope of the Jura, a limestone forma- 
tion, is strewed with these granite 
blocks, which, from the nature of 
the stone, must have all been derived 
from the high Alps. Their presence 
was long a mystery, but is now pretty 
generally attributed to the operation 
of glaciers covering a large portion 
of Switzerland and carrying these 
blocks on their surface, or else to that 
of icebergs floating on a great lake 
or inland sea. 

Those who dislike so long a walk 
may enjoy extensive and beautiful 
views of the Bernese Alps and Mont 
Blanc from the Noiraigue Stat, of 
the Pontarlier Rly. (Rte. 51), or 
from Les Hants - Geneveys stat. of 
the Chaux-de-Fonds Ely. (Rte. 50). 

The Gorge of the Seyon, immedi- 
ately behind Neuchatel, is a singular 
scene, and those who find litue to 
amuse them in the town will not re- 
pent a walk to explore it, though its 
recesses are only to be reach^ by 
scrambling and climbing. It is a 
deep narrow fissure, which cleaves 
the Jura, and allows the river Seyon 
to escape from the Yal de Ruz. The 
section it presents of the strata of 
the Jura limestone will prove par- 
ticularly instructive to the geolog^t. 
In one spot they may be observed 
curved and fractured, ]probably by 
the upheaving force, which rent the 
mountain. Though at times a torrent 
sweeping everything before it» the 
Seyon is reduced in summer to s 
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driblet of Trater, which exhales un- 
wholesome effluvia. A tunnel, de la 
Trouee du Seyon, has therefore been 
made to carry its waters clear of the 
town into the lake. This public work 
was executed out of the Pury fund. 

Chan^az, Ij m. from Auvemier 
Stat., is a Hydropathic establishment, 
very prettily situated at the foot of 
the Jura. Pension 6 to 8 fr. In its 
ponds fish-culture, particularly trout, 
is carried on by Dr. Vouga, Prof, of 
Nat. Hist, at Neuch&tel. 

Longer excursions may be made to 
the CfMsseral (Bte. 48) and the Crews 
du Vent (Rte. 51a). 

The principal produce of the can- 
ton is tome; the best sorts resemble 
ordinaire Burgundy. The red wines 
of Cortaillod and Derri^re Moulins, 
and the white grown between Auver- 
nier and St. Bluse, are most in repute; 
they are agreeable as sparkling wines. 
The chief marmfacture is that of 
watches and clocks, of which nearly a 
million are exported annually : the 
central seats of it may be said to be 
the valley of Chaux de Fonds and 
Locle (Rte. 50) ; but much is done in 
the town of Neuch&tel, in Sonvillier, 
Sonceboz, and the large villages of 
the Val St- Imier ; Sonvillier making 
60,000 watches yearly, and St. Imier 
a still larger number. Most of the 
watches s^d at Geneva are made in 
the canton of Neuchatel ; the dealers 
at Geneva contracting for all the good 
ones, and leaving the bad. 

Railways to Lode and Chaux de 
Fonds; — to Paris, bjj Pontarlier and 
Dijon (Rte. 51a) (this is the mostdireet 
and the shortest route from Paris to 
Western Switzerland);— to Yverdon, 
Lausanne, and Geneva; — ^to Bienne, 
B&le, and Lucerne; — to Berne and 
Thun. By these liiies Neuch&tel is 
brought into easy and rapid commu- 
nication with all the principal places 
in Switzerland. The station is about 
200 ft. above the town. 

Steamers twice a day to Morat in 
If hr., passing through a canal which 
connects the two lakes; also to Eeta- 
vayer, a small town opposite Neu- 
chdteL 



ROUTE 49. 

NEtJCHiTEL TO YVERDOlT A»D LAU- 
SANNE. — RAILWAY. 

Neuchatel to Yverdon, 23 m. 
Klv. li h. 

Yverdon to Lausanne, 26^ m. Rl\\ 
IJ hr. 

The Swiss Western Railway, At first 
the line runs side by side with that 
to Pontarlier ; about a mile from 
Neuchatel it crosses the glen of Ser- 
rieres by a lofty viaduct. At the 
bottom of the gorge runs the road, 
over a handsome stone bridge built 
by Marshal Berthier. Near it is 
a little hamlet, composed of water- 
mills, turned by a remarkable 
stream, rising in the head of the 
dell and fsdling into the lake, after 
a course of not more than half a 
mile. Though it remains, as it were, 
but a few minutes above g^und, it 
rises in sufficient force and volume to 
turn a wheel within 200 yards of its 
source, and subsequently sets in mo- 
tion several others, both above and 
below the bridge. It is fed from 
reservoirs within the mountain, and 
is probably to be identified with 
some of those singular streams which 
bury themselves in various places in 
caverns of the Jura. 

The rly. descends towards 

Auvemier Junct, Stat, where that 
to Pontarlier turns rt. Our line also 
quits the lake to rejoin it beyond 
Bevaix. 

[About 1 m. farther is Columbier^ 
once the seat of the Scotch Marshal 
Keith, the friend and general, of 
Frederick the Great ; he was gover- 
nor of Neuchatel. Cortaillod^ by the 
water-side, produces one of the best 
red wines in the canton. The village 
Boudri, on the Reuse, was the birth- 
place (1764) of the demagogue Ma* 
rat2 

Bevaix Stat, 

Gorgier St. Aubin Stat, From this 
the ascent of the Creius du Vent (Rte. 
51a) may be made in 2 hrs. Rt. of the 
next station is ofteedwell-preserved 
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castle of Vaumatcus, beyond which the 
Canton de Vaud is entered. 

Bly. crosses part of the lake on an 
embankment. 

Concise Stat. {Inn : £cu de France). 
More than 800 stone axes, chisels, 
and other tools were dredged up from 
the lake near this in 1861. 

Near Corcelles at the roadside rt. 
stand 3 upright blocks of granite, 8 to 
10 ft. high, by some supposed to have 
been raised by the Swiss as a memo- 
rial of the victory of Grandson, but 
more probably of I>ruidic origin. 

Grandson Stat, {Inn: Lion d*Or), 
a town of 1740 Inhabitants. The rly. 
passes through the enclosure of the 
venerable Castle^ formerly seat of the 
barons of Grands(»i, now a cigar- 
factory. It is historically remark- 
able for having, before the first of three 
great battles, in which Charles of 
Bureundy suffered defeat at the hands 
of vie Swiss, resisted for 10 days 
the assaults and artillery of the 
Burgundian army. When at length 
the garrison, reduced by famine and 
invited by the offer of free pardon, 
by a spy or deserter who had en- 
tered the castle by stealth, sur- 
rendered it,' Charles caused them to 
be stripped and hung by hundreds 
on the surrounding trees, and as many 
more to be drowned in the lake. But 
two days afterwards, on the 3rd of 
March, 1476, he experienced the ven- 

feance of the Swiss, in the memorable 
efeat of his army, 50,000 strong, by 
the confederates, who amounted to not 
much more than \ of that number. 
He himself was compelled to fly £3r 
his life across the mountains, with 
oidy 5 followers. The spoil of his 
camp, which fell into the hands of the 
victors, included 120 pieces of cannon, 
600 standards, aU his jewels and re- 
galia, costly hangings, and military 
chest; on that cUiy gold and dia- 
monds were dealt out by handfuls. 
The scene of the battle, marked by 
3 rude pillars of granite, lay between 
Concise and Corcelles; but the final 
rout of the Burgundians was at the 
little river between the battlefield 
and Grandson. 
The Church of Grandson, of the 



10th or 11th centy., is very remark* 
able. The prior's stall of wood is 
worth notice. Farel preached the 
reformed doctrines from its pulpit. 
There is a path over the hills worn 
Grandson to Motiers Travers. 

The rly. skirts the lake and crosses 
the ThiMe. 

Tverdun Junct. — Ger. Ifferten — 
(^Inns : H. de Londres ; Paon), 
a town of 6000 Inhab., at the 
S.W. extremity of the lake of Neu- 
chatel, at the spot where the ThiMe 
falls into it. It is built upon the site 
of the Boman Ehurodunum, whose 
name, with a little change, it still 
inherits. 

The Castle, built in the 12th cen- 
tury by Conrad of Zahringen, is in 
the middle of the town, and is modern- 
ised and uninteresting. It became 
the school-house and residence of 
Pestahzzi, from 1805 to 1825. Al- 
though the founder of a system of 
education, and of many schools both 
in Europe and America, he was a very 
bad practical schoolmaster himself; 
and this establishment, the head- 
quarters as it were of his system, 
turned out a failure. 

There are some pretty promenades 
by the side of the lake,*and the town 
is picturesque. 

A very delightful excursion may 
be made to the Lac de Joux (Bte. 52). 

Diligence over the Jura to Ste, Croixj 
noted for the manufacture of musical 
boxes (50,000 in a year). 

[Branch line to Payeme and Pri- 
bour^, 30 miles.' The line follows 
the shore of the lake as far as ^sta* 
vayer (12 miles), an ancient town, 
with a castle (steamer to Neuch&tel). 
The line now runs across afiroitiTil 
portion of the Swiss lowlands to Pm- 
yeme Junction (Rte. 46) and Pri- 
bourg (Bte. 45).] 

From Yverdon the rly. proceeds 
through a fertile and thrivmg country, 
along the valley of the Thi^e, with 
fine views of the Jura range, and 
often a view of snow-peaks S. and 
E. Before coming to Chavomay Stat, 
the castle of Champmont will be ob- 
served oi^ijif^d^kjv§Q9g after this 
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the line passes by two short tunnels 
through the low range of hills which 
separates the valley of the Thi^le, or 
Orbe, from that of the Venoge. 

Cossonay Junct H. du Grand Moulin, 
close to the stat. Here the line from 
Pontarlier (Rte. 51a) falls in. The 
ch. is prettily situated on a height. 
The rly. passes through a fine coun- 
try to 

Bussigny Junct, StaL, whence one 
branch goes to Morges and Geneva 
(Rte. 53), the other through some 
green and pleasant valleys, without 
any extensive view, to 
Lausanne Junct. Stat. (Rte. 55). 



ROUTE 50. 

N£OCH^T£L TO CHAUX DE FON0S 
AND LE LOCLE. 

24 m. Kailway by La Chaux de 
Fonds to Le Locle in about 2 hrs. 

Neuchfttel is described in Rte. 4. 

[The high-roeul to Chaux de Fonds 
runs directly through the profound 
chasm of the Seyon (Rte. 48). 

Vallengin (Inn: Gouronne) is the 
principal place in the fertile Val de 
Ruz. Its Castle (now a prison) Js in 
part as old as the 12th century : its 
base is washed by the Seyon. The 
Churchy a perfectly regular Gothic 
structure, was built by a Count of 
Vallengin, on his return from the 
crusades, in consequence of a vow 
made to the Virgin in a storm at 
sea that he would build a church 
upon the water; accordingly the stream 
of the valley is conducted under the 
building. 

A steep and long ascent up the 
Tete de Rang leads to Hants Gene- 
veys.] 

On quitting Neuchfttel Stat; the 
railway commands fine views 1. of the 
Alps. It crosses the Seyon' and near 
the two viaducts over the valley of 
Serrieres penetrates a tunnel 1850 ft. 
long. Fine Alpine view on emerging. 

Corcelles Stat, 2 short tunnels. 

Chambrelieu Stat See from it the 



line to Pontarlier (Rte. 51), nearly 
1000 ft. below. The direction of the 
line is now reversed from S.W. to N., 
passing over the 2 small tunnels just 
mentioned. 

Hants Geneveys Stat, (Hdtel Re-* 
naud), 2944 ft. above the sea, the 
summit-level of the line. 

Rt. grand view of Mont Blanc. 
The tunnel of Hauts Geneveys is 3259 
metres in length. It passes under the 
Col des Loges, which the high-road sur- 
mounts; close to it is 

Convers Junct, Stat, [The rly. here 
joins a line from Bienne to Chaux 
de Fonds, by Sonceboz, Rte. 1.1 
Another tunnel between Convers and 

La Chaux de Fonds Stat, (Inns ; 
Fleur de Lys, good; Lion d*Or; 
H. National) a town of no less, than 
22,400 Inhab., but in a bleak and 
desolate valley, bare of wood and 
nearly destitute of water. From its 
great elevation, 3274 ft. above the 
sea, it is capable of producing only 
a scanty crop of oats. La Chaux 
de Fonds covers an area not less 
than that of the city of Oxford, 
each cottage being an isolated cube, 
surrounded by a croft or garden 
half an acre or an acre in extent ; 
it was, however, burnt in 1794. Its 
inhabitants are reputed to be very 
rich. It is the chief seat of the manu- 
facture of clocks and watches. This is 
not carried on in large factories, but in 
the separate dwellings of the workmen. 
Each man usually makes only one 
particular piece of machinery, leaving 
even the finishing of it to others. The 
number of persons here and at Locle, 
and in the neighbouring district, en- 
gaged in different branches of watch- 
mdcing is about 12,000 ; the wages 
vary from 2^ fr. to 10 fr. a day. 
800,000 gold and silver watches, valued 
at 35 muUons of francs, are now made 
yearly in Canton Neuchatel. In 1774 
the total number was 300. There 
are two subterranean mills here, turned 
by the stream of the valley previous 
to its sinkine underground; the rocks 
have been blasted to afford space for 
the mills; but th<?|§§bMj^i§i^® 
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feven rnotd cuHous. Diligences to Po- 
irentruy ;— to Sonceboz, by the Val St. 
Imier. 

The Doubs TN. of Chaux de Fonds 
and Locle), wnich separates Switzer- 
land from France, traverses one of 
those singular fissures common in the 
Jura limestone, and descends in a 
fall (le Saut du Doubs) 80 ft. high. 
Above the fall the river, dammed 
up by rocks, spreads out into a sort 
of lake called Jjac des Brenets (H. du 
Saut du Doubs) ; below, for the space 
of nearly 6 m., it runs between rocks 
800 or 1000 ft. high, presenting to 
the pedestrian both here and lower 
down, as far as Goumois and St. 
Ursanne, many scenes of beauty and 
interest, rendered accessible by paths 
made by the French Alpine Club. 

The Ely. makes another bend to 
reach 

Le Locle Stat. {Inns : H. du Jura ; 
Trois Rois), another scattered village, 
5 m. from Chaux de Fonds, occupied 
by an industrious population of 10,464 
souls; the men chiefly watchmakers, 
the women lacemakers; rebuilt since 
a fire which consumed it in 1833. 

The little stream of the Bied, which 
traverses the vaUey, loses itself, at a 
short distance from Locle, in a rocky 
chasm. This outlet, however, proved 
insufficient to drain the valley ; and the 
district around the town was inun- 
dated at the season of the melting 
of the snows — and not much better 
than a morass at any time. To remedy 
this evil, a tunnel, 950 ft. lon^, was 
pierced through the screen of solid 
limestone which encompasses the 
valley, in 1802-6, and this now effec- 
tually carries off into the Doubs the 
previously stagnant waters. At Le Cul 
des Boches, a short distance from 
this artificial drain, and about a mile 
W. of Locle, the river disappears in a 
natural opening, sinking into the heart 
of the mountain, through a vertical 
abyss, more than 100 ft. deep. This 
water-power is rendered available 
by wheels constructed within the 
cavernous cleft, and the powerful 
machinery, impelled by the falling 
stream, moves a com and saw mill. 



" You go down flights of broken and 
slippery stairs, cut in the rock, to these 
mills, placed one under another, in very 
frightful situations undoubtedly, but 
rendered more so to the imagination 
of the beholder from the circum- 
stances of darkness and ignorance of 
the means by which the works are 
secured, by the noise, the unfathom- 
able depth below, &c.** — Simond. 

An excursion to Saut du Doubs, a 
waterfall 80 ft. high, 4\m. N.W. of 
Locle, can be made in two ways. 1. 
A pretty char-road leads N.W. from 
La Chaux de Fonds to Les Plan- 
chettes; thence S.W. to Moron in 
i hr., and to the Saut | hr., along 
the bank of the river, returning by 
Les Brenets and Le Locle. 2. A 
good carriage - road goes from La 
Chaux de Fonds to Le Locle, thence 
to the mill of Le Cul des Roches, La 
Roche Fendae, and the pretty village 
of the Brenets. 

A special festival, called the Fete du 
Saut du Doubs, is celebrated on the 
first Sunday of the month of July, 
and draws thither sometimes 100 boats 
with music and feasting. 

La Roche Fendue is an aperture bored 
in the rock, dividing Switzerland from 
France, commenced 1779, and only 
finished 1868, by which the road to 
Besan^on is shortened by 6 m. : it 
opens a singular view over the Val de 
Doubs. 

There is another road firom liocle 
to Neuchatel, by Chaux du Milieu, 
Les Fonts, then £. by the heights of 
La Toume, and Corcelles. 



ROUTE .51a. 

PONTARLIER (IN PRANCE) TO NEtl- 
CHiTEL, BY BAII^ 

About 32 Eng. m. Railway (Franco- 
Suisse) opening direct communication 
between Paris and W. Switzerland. 
It passes through scenery of g^at 
interest, and is a pleasant way of 
reaching Switzerland. Seats on the 
rt. side of the carriage are best. 
Those who are going to Lausanne or 
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Geneva can take the direct line (Rte. 
51b). 

Pmaflier(^Inns: Poste; National; 
Croix Blanche), the last town in 
France, with the douane. 

The Rail first ascends by the side 
of the river Doubs, which flows from 
the Lac de St Point, about 4 m. S.W. 
It then turns E. through the pass of 
Za Clvse, a mountain gateway for- 
tified and capable of being closed. 
The defile is commanded (rt.) by a 
very elevated detached Fort, erected 
1877, after the blowing up by dyna- 
mite of the old Fort de Jmx, situated 
on the summit of a precipice, at the 
foot of which the old roads from 
Pontarlier and Salins, and those from 
iN'euchatel and Geneva, by Jougne, 
unite. The old fort was the prison of 
the unfortunate Toussaint rOuver- 
ture, when treacherously carried off 
from St. Domingo by command of 
Napoleon. He ended his days here, 
some say by violent means; but the 
sudden transition from the climate of 
the tropics to a dank dungeon on the 
heights of the Jura sufficiently ex- 
plains the cause of his death, without 
the need of violence. Here also was 
confined, previously, another remark- 
able prisoner, Mirabeau, who was sent 
hither by virtue of a lettre de cachet 
obtained by his father, **rAmi des 
Homines,*' as he called himself, and 
the tyrant of his own family, as he 

Erored hhnself. Mirabeau, having by 
is insinuating manners obtained 
leave from the governor to visit the 
town of Pontaruer on parole, made 
love to Madame de Monnier, the 
young wife of an old magistrate there, 
and eloped with her to Holland. She 
^vas the Sophie to whom he addressed 
some of his writings. 

Here on Jan. 28-30, 1871, the army 
of Oen. Bourbaki, In the midst of 
snow^ and famine, made its last stand 
against the Germans. Then followed 
the Convention of Les Verrieres, and 
the surrender of the whole body, 
some 84,000, to the Swiss. 

Between the villages of Verrieres 



de Joux and Verrieres de Suisse, the 
French frontier is crossed. 

The country now becomes exceed- 
ingly romantic — the hills clothed with 
forests, the valleys carpeted v*ith the 
richest grass, and sprinkled with neat 
cottages in the picturesque style of 
architecture peculiar to the Jura. 
Cheese, nearly as good as Gruy^res, 
and sold under that name, is made 
on the upland pastures. 

The descent from the summit of the 
ridge, 3060 ft, into the Valde Trovers 
is through another narrow gorge, 
called La Chained because the passage 
was at one time stopped by a massy 
chain drawn across the road, and 
fastened to staples in the rock. This 
primitive fortification is said to have 
been a relic of the Burgpindian wars, 
intended to arrest the artillery of 
Charles the Bold. The Val de Travers 
is celebrated for its absinthe. The 
wormwood and hyssop yearly col- 
lected amount to 100,000 lbs., of the 
value of 60,000 fr., and their distilla- 
tion produces 370,000 litres of absinthe, 
which make 63,000 packages. 

At the village of St Sulpice the 
river Reuse, which waters the Val de 
Travers, rises out of the rock. This 
abundant source is said to be the out- 
let of the Lac des Tallidres, situated 
about 5 miles N., among the hills. 
Several tunnels and viaducts are 
passed before reaching 

Fleurier (Inn: Couronne, good) 
(2600 Inhab.), built on both sides of 
the Reuse, thrives by the manufacture 
of watches. 

Boveresse Stat 

Couvet Stat Omnibus to Motiers. 
Diligence daily to Le Locle by Les 
Ponts. Distilleries of Kirschwasser. 
At Presta, on the 1. bank of the river, 
is a mine of asphalte worked by an 
English company. Stratum 12 ft. 
thick. Now used in London for 
paving. 

Travers Stat. Far down, on the op- 
posite side of the valley lies 

Motiers Travers (Inns: Hdtel de 
Ville, good; Maison de Commute), 
a clcp.n, thriving village inhabited by 
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watch and lace makers, in the mea- 
dows of the Reuse. It was the resi- 
dence of Rousseau after his Banish- 
ment from Geneva. In the house a 
desk is shown, at which he wrote his 
celebrated * littres de la Montague ;* 
and up-stairs, in a wooden gallery, 
two peeping-holes, through which he 
could observe people out of doors 
without being seen himself. He 
quitted the place under the pretence 
of persecution, and because the boys 
threw stones at his windows. Val 
de Travers, hemmed in by limestone 
precipices, is highly picturesque. 

Noiraigue Stat Near which is a 
remarkable cliff of tilted limestone. 
[From this the ascent of the Creux 
du Vent (S.), 4806r ft., may be made 
in 1 hr. ; descent to the lake of 
Neuchatel by St. Aubin or Boudri. 
**Its summit is hollowed out into 
a vast and profound cavity, 1000 ft. 
deep, surrounded by an amphi- 
theatre of limestone rock from the 
top to the bottom." It is more 
than 2 m. in circumference. "At 
times, when a change of weather is 
impending, the crater of the moun- 
tain is seen to become suddenly filled 
with a cloud of white vapour, work- 
ing and rising and falling with an 
easy but perceptible motion, until the 
whole hollow presents the appearance 
of an immense caldron of boiling 
vapour, which seldom rises above the 
edge. If any escape, it is by the 
opening towards the defile ; and I 
have seen it repeatedly issue in a 
thin white line, and float gradually 
down the centre of the valley till 
imperceptibly diminished and dissi- 
pated." — Latrobe. 

The echo produced by firing a gun 
within the CreuX du Vent is like a 
scattered fire of musketry, or a suc- 
cession of discharges from a batterr; 
and the hollow may be called the 
very cradle of the winds, which ap- 
pear to be perpetually blowing from 
it.] 

The view now opens of the Lake of 
Neuchfttel, rt. ; far below is seen the 
viaduct of the Yverdon Railway, 
while high up overhead is the Stat. 



of Chambrelieu of the Chaux de 
Fonds Rly. 

Auvemier Junct, Stat.^ above the 
towns of Auvemier and Colombien 
Here we meet the Neuchatel and 
Yverdon line (Rte. 49); fine views of 
the Lake and Alps. Gradual ascent 
to the lofty viaduct over the gorge of 
Serri^res. Above the gorge the Castle 
Beauregard is seen, 

Neuchatel Junct. Stat, and Ter- 
minus (Rte. 48). 



ROUTE. 5lB. 

PONTARUER TO LAOSANNE.— RAILWAY. 

This line, opened in 1875, affords 
a very pleasant mode of reaching 
Switzerland. 

From Pontarlier (2850 ft.), the 
line passes through the defile of Joux« 
alon^ the line to Neuchatel (Rte^ 51a), 
tummg €^ before Frasmbauty Stat. 
It then ascends, through a mountain 
vaUey, well^wooded, and containing 
many water-mills. Here is the sum- 
mitJevel, 3406. ft., but there is, no 
tunnel until after Jwgne Stat, On 
emerging there is a fine view to the 
1. into a green and populous vaUey. 
Soon after this, the Swiss fronticT is 
passed, and there is a remarkable 
descent to 

Vc^orbes Stat. (H. de Gen^Te, close 
to the Stat. ; Maison de Yille, recom- 
mended), a small town of watch- 
makers. Here is the Swiss cuBtom- 
house. . 

The train backs out of the »tat. and 
crosses a remarkable iron bridge orer 
a deep ravine. This and the remain- 
ing part of the road are very fine. 

jRomainmotier Stat, in a level spot, 
The village is in a hollow. The ch. 
is one of the oldest and most inteirest- 
ing in Switzerland. It was l>uilt 
A.i>. 753, and, despite some additions, 
retains it primitive character. 

Beyond this the ranges of the stxtxwx 

Alps may be seen in clear weatlier. ' 

OrbeStat. (Maison de Yille. Ouil- 
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laume Tell), a very picturesque and 
ancient town of 1884 Inhab., built 
on a hill nearly insulated by the Orbfi) 
which is crossed by 3 bridges. The 
lower bridge, on the road to the Valine 
de Joux, is of great antiquity ; the up- 
per and modem one, of a single arch, 
124 ft. span, is in use at present Orbe 
was the Roman station ifrbigenum, and a 
place of importance in the middle ages, 
under the Burgundian Kings, who 
had a Boyal Castle here. The fair but 
cruel Brunhilda, Queen of the IVanks, 
took refnge here, with her grand- 
daughter, but was carried a prisoner 
to Worms, and there barbarously put 
to death. The three sons of Lothaire I. 
met here, in 855, to divide his king- 
dom. In 1475 the Swiss took Oi-be 
by assault; but the Castle made a 
lengthened resistance. The garrison, 
yiehiing step by step, disputed the 
possession of each chamber, stair, and 
passage. The last remnant were pur- 
sued mto a tower, to which the Swiss 
set fire, and the few who fell into their 
hands alive were thrown over the 
battlements. The site of the castle 
now forms the public promenade^ 
whence ki clear weather there is a 
view over the valleys of the Orbe 
and Nozon to the Bernese Alps. 
Two towers of the castle are still 
standing. 

[About 2 m. above Orbe, near 
Monteherand, is a cascade of the 
Orbe; and 1 m. N.W. Vatteyres^ the 
summer residence of the Count 
and Countess Agenor de Gas- 
parin. From Valeyres and Baulme 
a winding path, called La Covatane, 
Jeads through a rocky cleft to the 
valley of Ste. Croix, a nest of indus- 
trioUB watchmakers living at a height 
of 3000 ft. in a severe climate. A 
carriage-road winds along the N. side 
of the gorge, and crosses a ridge to 
the Val de Travers.] 

From Orbe the Sy. makes many 
sharp curves, and then passes througn 
a very pretty valley to 

Cossonay Junct. Stat, (H. dtt Grand 
Moulin, close to stat). Hence to 

jMusanne, in Bte. 49, 



ROtJTE 62. 

YALLORBEB TO THE LAC DE J0T7Z. 

This is an exceedingly pretty ex- 
cursion, well worth taking by those 
who wish to see the nest Jura 
scenery, and may be easily made 
from 

Vallorhes Stat,, Bte. 5lB. 

From Vallorbes to Le Pont (4Jm.) 
there is a good road on the N. slope 
of the Dent de Vaulion. 

A path to the rt., about 1^ m. 
from Vallorbes, leads in a mile to the 
Source of the Orbe, which comes out of 
a limestone roqk at once a copious 
spring, and is no doubt the stream 
from the Lac de Joux. . Near it is a 
cavern, Orotte des F€e9, 

3 m. from Vallorbes is the col 
(3350 ft.), whence the Dent de Vau- 
lion (see below) may be ascended. 
From the col the road descends to 

Le Pont (^Inn: H. de la Truite, 
tolerable),, a village, named from 
a bridge across the channel which 
co^ects the Lao de Joux with the 
small Imo Brenet, It is very pret- 
tily situated at the N. end of the Lac 
de Joux, and looks like an English 
village, with its neat roads, good 
houses, and green fields. There are 
guides, but only one or two horses, 
and no side-saddles. Care should 
be taken in walking amongst these 
mountains to avoid clefts in the lime- 
stone, but more particularly old wells 
dug for the flocks, and imperfectly 
covered. An unfortunate English gen- 
tleman, named Herbert, was drowned 
in one near the chalets of the Mont 
Tendre in 1837,- and is buried at Mont 
Richer. 

The Vall^ie de Joux contains an- 
other small lake, Le Ter, but is en- 
tirely shut in by high hills ; so that 
these sheets of water have no visible 
outlet. There are, however, cavities 
in the beds of the lakes, called ^. 
fonnotVs, through which the waters 
escape, li'hese fissures are sometimes 
incapable of carrying them off, and 
thus inundations are caused in the 
valley. A tunnel, of no very great 
extent, migth drain the lake entirely, 
X 2 
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The Lac de Jcmx is 3310 ft. above 
the sea, and at the feet of two of the 
highest summits of the Jura, — the 
Mmt Tendre, on the S., 5512 ft., the 
J)ent de Vaulion, on the E.. 4877 ft. 
Its quiet aspect, surrounded by lime- 
stone cliffs, and woods of beech and 
fir, would, if it were more in the high- 
way, miake it a popular resort. There 
are several pleasant excursions. 

a. To ascend the Dent de VauUoUy 
the sunmiit of which is not visible 
.from Le Pont, go alone the high 
road towards Vwlorbe for about a 
mile, until it opens into a little 
valley. Cross the meadow or marsh, 
and begin to ascend through the 
woods N.E. After a short walk 
through the wood the path follows a 
depression of greensward, between 
fir-trees and beeches. Beyond this 
there is no reg^ilair path, but you 
should continue to ascend, and the 
top will be reached in an hour's good 
walking from Xie Font A guide is 
not absolutely necessary, but with- 
out one you will probably lose time. 
The N.W. side is a sheer limestone 

Srecipice of some 1500 ft., looking 
own into the green valley of the 
Orbe. N. is seen the range of the 
Jura, E. the Bernese Alps, S. the 
chain of the Pennine Alps to Mont 
Blanc ; the rest is concealed by the 
Mont Tendre. S.W. the lake and 
valley of Joux. There is a path to 
Vaulion on the S., and thence to Ro- 
mainmotier Stat. 

6. About 10 min. from the village 
of VAbbayey on the lake, 2 m. from Le 
Pont, by climbing up a steep and 
picturesque ravine, out of which a fine 
stream issues, a cavern, called Chau- 
diere d'Enfer^ will be found, into 
which, by crawling and using a rope, 
you can penetrate about 200 yds. to a 
little lake or pool. There are other 
unexplored recesses in the cavern. 
Guide at the inn, 2 fr. 

c. Another ascent is to the Mont 
Tendre^ 551 2 ft. The path to it goes 
up on the 1. bank of the ravine, behind 
TAbbaye; and the ascent occupies 3 
}irs. from Le Pont. The view extends 



to Mont Blanc on the one side, and 
to Soleure on the other. There is a 
path down the opposite side, leading, 
m 2 hrs., to the village of Mont- 
richer. 

d. Instead of returning to Y allorbes, 
there is a very pretty drive through 
country like an English park, by 
Vaulion — a village of shoe-makers — 
to Romainmotier Stat 

e. Or the excursion may be pro- 
longed by either shore of me Lac de 
Joux to Le Brassus, a thriving town 
of watchmakers, and thence to Les 
Rausses, on the old post-road to Geneva, 
descending from which place there is 
a very fine view of the Alps. 

/. Another route is to cross from 
Le Brassus by the Asile de Marcheiruz 
to the village of St. Georges, 3 hrs.' 
walk ; whence the gladere. or Ice-cave 
of St Georges, is Ij hr.^s walk W. 
From St Georges it is 3 leagues by 
a good road to BoUe, on the Lake of 
Geneva (Rte. 55). 



ROUTE 63. 

LYONS, OR hAOOK, TO GENEVA. — 
RAILWAY. 

Prom Macon to Geneva, 114 ul; 
2 trains daily, in 7 hrs., and the ex- 
press in 4 hrs. 35 min. From Lyons, 
100 m., 3 trains daily, in about 6 hrs., 
and the express in 4. The two lines 
join at the 

Ambeneux Junct Stat, 28 m. frt)m 
Lyons, 42 m* from M&con. There are 
two express trains each way daily. 

From Amberieux the fly. ascends 
the rocky valley of the little river 
Serrant, making considerable curves, to 

Tenay ^^af., beautifully situated at 
the junction of three valleys. Soon 
after this the road passes between 
lofty cliffs and by a series of little 
lakes, 

£o88iU<m Stat, Here the sumniit- 
level is reached, and the road, after 
passing a tunnel, begins to descend 
towards the Rhone. ~ There is a fine 
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Tiew of distant Alps. The traveller 
passes UDder the Orarid Colombier, 
4733 ft., to 

Culoz Junct Stat, with good buffet 
(^Inns : Croix Blanche ; Union). Here 
the line to Aix les Bains, Mt. Cenis, and 
Turin (Rte. 153) branches oflF. The 
rly. to Geneva henceforward keeps 
close to the Bhone, leaving it only at 
one point in order to cnt off an angle. 

Seyssel Stat,, on the Rhone. 

Pyrimont Stat. 1 m. hence is the Mai- 
pertuis (** pertuis " means a gorge), an 
• abyss even more imposing than the 
Perte du Rhone. The river quietly 
flows at a depth of 600 ft. between 
walls of rock, sometimes not more j 
than 14 ft. apart. \ 

BelUgarde Stat,, with the French 
Douane, (^Inns : Poste ; Perte du i 
Bhdne.) This frontier town has i 
doubled its pop. within the last 3 ' 
years, since the development of the j 
important works of the Bellegarde i 
Company. 10 min. walk from stat. 
is the Perte du Pkone, (See Geneva, 
excursion /.) In the gorge the Rhone 
is joined by the Valserine, which the 
rly. crosses on a viaduct; far below 
are the old road and bridge. The rail 
next passes through the Cr^do Tunnel, 
2^ m. long, under the Credo, .5328 ft., 
a mountain terminating the main 
chain of the Jura on the S. Beyond 
are the extensive fortifications of the 
Pbrt de VEcluse, overhanging the road. 
(See Geneva, excursion/.) 

Collonges Stat, Here the bridge of 
the line to Evian is seen on the rt. 
(Rte. 57). This station is in a pass 
between rt. the Vouache, and 1. the 
Cr€do, which was fortified by Julius 
Csesar. 

The Swiss territory is entered a 
little beyond Challex, 7 m. from 

Geneva Terminus, at the upper end 
of Rue du Mt. Blanc, a street leading 
to the lake and bridge. 

Geneva. (Fr, Gen^e ; Oerm, Genf ; 
Ital. Ginevra ; from the Celtic, Oen, 
outlet, ev, river.) Hotels on the N. 
side of the Rhone : H. National, 
furthest from the town ; H. Beau 
liivage— both first rate j H. des Ber- 



Snes ; H. de la Paix ; H. d'Angleterre, 
[• and P. Richemont, all first class, 
on the quay; H. de Russie; on the 
S, side : H. Metropole, good ; well 
managed; H. de la Poste; ficu de 
Geneve; H. de Lac. Second-class 
houses are : Schweizerhof and H. de 
la Monnaie, near the station ; Victoria, 
comfortable ; de GrenSve ; both in Rue 
du Mt. Blanc ; Balance, Rue du Rhone. 
Among the numerous pensions, Pi- 
card*s, 2 Place Metropole; Floegers, 
near the Salle de la Reformation ; P. 
d'Etrangers, No. 9 Quai du Mt Blanc. 
Jacquemot, Rue du L^vrier, Reynold's, 
22 Boulevard St. Gervais, P. Hagel; 
are recommended. Restaurants^ La 
Bourse, Rue de Stand ; Oder, Rue du 
Rhone. 

Caf^s: du Nord (also restaurant), 
on the Grand Quai du Lac, one of the 
best in Switzerland ; La Poste. 

The Post Office is a handsome edifice 
near the Pont de la Coulouvreni^re 
on the Place or Quai de la Poste. 
Telegraph Office on tide first floor. 

The principal Genevese Club is 
called the Cercle de la Terrasse. There 
are others called cercles. 

British ConsiU resides here. The 
American (U.S.A.) Consul, has his 
office at 2 Rue des Paquis. 

Railways : to Paris by Mftcon, expr. 
in 12 hrs. ; to Lyons; to Lausanne ; 
to Berne ; to Brieg, on the Simplon 
Route; to Neuch&tel ; to Aix-les-Bains, 
Chamb^ry, and Mont Cenis; to An- 
necy. 

Steamboats several times a day along 
the N. shore of the lake to Onchy 
(Lausanne) and Villeneuve in 4 to 
4} hrs. Also along the S. shore in 
connexion with the Simplon Rly. at 
Bouveret in 5^ hrs. ; with 2 additional 
boats to Evian-les-Bains and Ouchy. 
Some steamers start from the N. shore, 
some from the S., and the traveller 
should ascertain which he is going by. 
Omnibuses, aflbrding a good view of 
the country, dailv at 10 and 11 a.m- 
and at 1.30 p.m. from the Grand Quai 
and Place du Rhone, for Chamonixt 
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making the journey in 8 or 9 hrs. 
For Sixt at 10 a.m. and 1.80 p.m. ; for 
Thonon 7 and 1 1 a.m. 

VoUuriers charge for a carriage with 
one horse 15 fr.,ivithtwo horses 30 fr. 
for the day. 2-horse carriages to 
Ohamonix at the same price per bead 
as the post. Fiacres, holding 4, 2J fr. 
the hour, Ij fr. the course. When 
the driver has S. G. on his cap, 50 
cents, the } hr., within the town. 

There are good shops in the Rue de 
la Corraterie. Bordier, in the Rues 
Basses, for English cutlery and house- 
hold goods. Mrs. Lang, 8, Rue du 
Mt. filanc, for " articles anglais '* 
and needlework. " Old England,'* 9, 
Pusterie, Tailors, Drapers, and Gene- 
ral Outfitters ; English goods only. 
Les Soeurs Schneider, 16 Corraterie, 
for ladies* shoes; gloves. Mercier 
Au gant gris, 18 Corraterie. Wistaz, 
6, Rue Comevin, for cigars, tobacco, 
and Fnuff. Bastard, Rue des Aile- 
mands, is a good chemist. 

G. Baker, Place des Bergues, keeps 
an English pharmacy. 

Booksellers: Georg, 10, Corraterie, 
has a store of old works on the 
Alps; sells Swiss Government maps: 
Monroe, Grand Quai. Sandoz, Kue 
du Rhone ; Mueller, 2, Molard, books 
. in all languages, guides, handbooks, 
maps, &c. 

English resident Physician : Dr. Wil- 
liams, M.R.C.P., London, 1, Place 
du Lac. 

Dr. Lombard is an experienced 
physician, studied at Edinburgh. Dr. 
Spiess, an accomplished physician, 
speaks English. 4, Cours des Bastions, 
Dr. Binet, Corraterie, 4, Haltenhoff, 
20, Corraterie, is a first-rat*» oculist; 
and Colladon, Quai des Bergues, an 
aurist, studied in London. 

A very reprehensible system has 
been established at some of the 
hotels, of appointing a Genevese 
medical practitioner on the staff of 
the hotel. Whenever 'Uhe English 
doctor" is asked for, some excuse is 
made for not sending for him, and 
the hotel doctor is recommended to 



be called in. British and American 
travellers should insist on having the 
doctor they select sent for, and not 
submit to this attempt at imposition. 

Geneva is a handsome city, and is 
finely situated, but it contains very 
few remarkable buildings. 

A walk through Geneva from the 
Rly. Stat, and back. To the Quai du 
Mont Blanc and the Bridge of Mt 
Blanc, a good point of view to see the 
lake and Mont Blanc Across the 
bridge to the National Monument, 
commemorating Geneva's reception 
into the Swiss confederation in 
1814, and to the Jardin Anglais; 
Palais de Justice, Place du Bourg de 
Four; Athen^e; Botanical Ghirden; 
University Buildings, &c. ; Public 
Library; Collections of Antiquities 
and Natural History ; Musee Rath ; 
Promenade de la Treille ; CaAedral ; 
House of Calvin, 1 1, Rae des 
Chanoines, House of J. J. Ronsseau, 
40, Grande Rue ; H. de Ville ; Musee 
Historique Genevois, opposite ; Foun- 
tain of the Escalade (see History; at 
end of Rue des Allemands ; over th«* 
Bridge des Bergues, visiting Rous- 
seau's Island, to Rue du Mont Blanc, 
leading to the station. Duke of Bruns- 
wick's monument. Place des Alpes. 
Barracks and arsenal, Plainpalais; 
Scole de Medicine, Plainpalais ; 
Ecole de Chimie, Boulevanl des Philo- 
sophes; iScole des Arts Industrielles, 
Boulevard St. Gervais ; Ecole d'Horo- 
logie, Terraux du Temple. 

Geneva, though the capital of the 
smallest of the Swiss cantons, except 
Zug, is the most populous town in the 
Confederation, since the city alone 
contains f)0,000 Inhab., the majority 
Protestants. It is well situated, at 
the W. extremity of the lake of Ge- 
neva, where " the blue waters of the 
arrowy Rhone " issue out of it. The 
river divides the town into two parts ; 
the old part on the rt. bank being 
called Quartier St. Gervnis. The in- 
tensely blue colour of the waters of 
the Rhone, alluded to by Byron, is 
very remarks^f^/ Viid resembles no- 
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thing so mach as the discharge of 
indigo from a dyer's vat. The cause 
of it has not been satisfactorily ex- 
plained. The extreme purity lasts 
but for a short space, since a mile 
below the town it is altered/ by the 
admixture of the waters of the turbid 
Arve. 

Geneva, when seen from the lake, 
presents a very imposing appearance, 
m consequence of improvements, made 
since 1830, and continued since 1848 
with great activity, for which it is in- 
debted,in no slight degree, to the circu- 
lation of the gold of English travellers. 
Several new quarters have started up, 
displaying handsome fronts of tall 
houses, lined with broad quays to- 
wards the lake. The Quai du Mont 
Blanc is a continuation of Quai des 
Bergues, and forms a row of magni- 
ficent buildings. On the S. shore the 
unsightly houses which lined it have 
been re&ced and beautified, while a 
broad belt of land has been gained 
and converted into a Garden and a 
line of Quais. Piers have been thrown 
out to form a harbour, and three 
handsome Bridges have been con- 
structed. The longest of these, com- 
pleted 1863, leads from the Quai 
da. Mont Blanc to the Grand Quai 
and English Garden on the S. side. 
Another is united with a small island, 
formerly a part of the fortifications, 
on which is a very inferior statue 
of Rousseau, by Pradier, Pont de la 
Coulouvreni^re, between the Boule- 
vards Plainpalais and St. Gervais. 
Since 1848 >the fortifications have 
been raz^ those near the Porte de 
Kive partly thrown into the lake, so 
as to form the Quai des Eaux Vives, 
occupied by streets and houses. 

G eneva was formerly dividedinto the 
upper and lower town; and this distinc- 
tion, arising from the uneven nature 
of the ground, waS" perpetuated in the 
rank and condition of the inhabitants 
of the two divisions. The upper 
town consisted ahnost entirely of 
the large and handsome mansions 
of the burgher aristocracy, heretofore 
the senators and magistrates of the 
republic, between whom and the in- 



habitants of the lower town, consisting 
of shopkeepers, a strong social line 
was drawn. The Quartier de St. Ger- 
vais is the abode of the workmen, 
the seat of democracy after the French 
pattern — the Belleville of Geneva : — 
its streets are narrow, its houses 
lofty, and it has something of the 
air of the old town of Edinburgh. 

The feuds arising between lie high 
and low town would fill a long and 
amusing historical chapter: they 
often led to bloodshed ; but the 
democrats below generally brought 
their exalted neighboui's to reason by 
the simple expedient of cutting off 
the water-pipes, taking especial care 
to guard the Hydraulic Machine which 
furnished the supply to the upper 
town, and which is situated in their 
quarter. The disputes are now be- 
tween the upper town and St. Gervais, 
the lower town siding sometimes with 
one, sometimes with the other. 

On the island, in the middle of the 
Rhone, not far from the Hydraulic 
Machine, traces may, it is said, be 
discovered in the Tour de Tile of a 
Boman structure, supposed to be the 
foundations of one of the towers 
erected by Julius Oflesar, to prevent 
the Helvetians crossing the river. 
The earliest mention of Geneva 
occurs in his * Commentaries,' where 
it is described as " the last fortress 
of the Allobroges, and nearest to the 
Helvetian frontier.** 

The Cathedral, or Ch. of St Pierre, 
is of an extreme simplicity of archi- 
tecture. Its fine Corinthian portico 
added on the outside is a blemish 
where it is placed, but the interior 
of the building possesses interest as 
a very early and uncorrupted speci- 
men of the Gothic of the 11th cen- 
tury. The columns of the nave are 
clustered, and have grotesque capitals. . 
In the apse at the E. end are three 
tiers of painted windows. The tower 
is of the 15th century. The church 
contains the monuments of Agrippa 
d'Aubignd, the friend of Henri IV., 
and grandfather of Mme. de Main- 
tenon, and of the Due Henri de 
Eohan, a leader of the French Pro- 
testants in the reign of Louis XIII,, 
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slain near Kheinfelden, 1638. A 
statue of plaster now replaces one 
of marble, ruthlessly destroyed at 
the French Bevolution. The canopy 
of the pulpit is the same under whicn 
Calvin preached. During summer the 
organ, one of the finest in Switzer- 
land, is played Mon., Wed., Sat,, at 
7.30 p.m. Ticket Ifr. 

A Rorru Catholic Church in the Gothic 
style has been built near the rly. stat.; 
and a s^agogue (^Temple Juif) in the 
Saracenic style near the Porte Neuve. 

TheEnglish Church, near the Bergues 
Hotel. 

The American Episcopal Church, 
stands behind the Hotels d'Angleterre 
and Beau Bivage. 

Scotch Church Service in the 
Cathedral. 

A Greek Chapel has been built in 
the Muscovite style, on the Tranch^es. 

The Palais Electoral, outside the 
Porte Neuve, is a fine building for 
elections, exhibitions, meetings, and 
festivals. 

The Mus4e Rath, so named after its 
founder. General Bath, a native of 
Geneva, who acquired a laree fortune 
in the Bussian service, and who left 
the reversion of his fortune to found 
the Museum, is a building in the 
Greek style, close to the Porte Neuve, 
open Sun. and Thurs. from tl to 3, 
other days, from 1 to 3; it contains a 
collection of pictures and other works 
of art, the greater part by native artists. 
The best are: — 8. Bassano, Adoration 
of Shepherds. 11, 12. Berghem, Pro- 
digal Son, and Abraham receiving 
Sarah. 21. Carara^^ib, Four Singers. 
48. Heist, Excellent portrait. 104. 
Rubens, Nymphs. 113. Snyders, Dog 
Saving a Heron. 134. Wouvermaiis, 
English Fleet burnt by De Witt. 
18, 180, 183. Calame, Alps. Diday, 
Homung, and TSpfer deserve to be 
mentioned. There is also a beautiful 
landscape (a lake) by Thuiller, A 
Statue of the Greek captive girl by J. 
Chaponniere. A bronze statue of David 
by the same sculptor is an ornament 
to the promenade des Bastions oppo- 
site the Musee Bath. 
The ^ew University, ii^ the Bastioqs 



and facing the Botanical Garden. In 
the rt. wing of this handsome build- 
ing, is 

The Natural History Museum, open to 
the public Sat. 1 to 3, Sun. 11 to 3. In 
it are the collections of botany and 
conchology, bequeathed by Delessert 
of Paris; the geology of SauSsure, the 
fossil plants of MM. Brongniart and 
De CandoUe, and those of M. Necker. 
Here also may be seen the native 
productions of Switzerland, speci- 
mens of the chamois, the bouquetin, 
and the fishes of the rivers and 
lakes ; among them the ferra^ the 
lotte, and a trout which weighed 43 
lbs. from the lake of Geneva. Among 
the minerals is a cluster of smoked 
quartz, unequalled for size, from the 
Galenstook ; there are also models of 
Lake Dwellings, and specimens of 
their contents. 

In the basement is 

The ArchcBological Museum (Cabinet 
d'Antiquites) ([open Thursdays 1 to 
4). It contains antiquities, some 
of them found in the neighbour^ 
hood, such as a silver buckler, vnth 
fine bas-reliefs, discovered in the 
bed of the Arve, inscribed " Largitas 
Yalentiniani Augusti;" some instru- 
ments of sacrifice found near the rocks 
of Neptune in the lake ; relics of the 
lacustrine habitations, amongst them 
a boat; seats have been in it, and 
the knobs against which the rowers 
rested their heels still exist. It has 
to be kept in a tank of water, to 
preserve it from crumbling to pieces. 

In the left wing is the Public Li- 
hrary, open daily, except Sunday, lO 
to 4; founded by Bonnivard (the 
Prisoner of Chillon), contains 73,000 
volumes. Curiosities: — 394 MS. letters 
of Calvin, almost illegible, but with 
fair transcripts (there is one ad- 
dressed to tady Jane Grey while 
a prisoner in the Tower); 44 vols, 
of his MS. sermons, 1549-60 ; 12 
vols, of letters addressed to him, 
and many important documents re- 
lating to the Council of Bale; se- 
veral volumes of letters of Theodore 
Beza; the manuscript of the * Noble 
Le9on,' a work of the ancient Wal* 
part of thQ ^pcoupt-bpols pf 



Switzerland, 



ROUTE 53.— GENEVA. 



169 



the household of IPhilip le Bel, for 
1308, written with a style upon waxed 
tablets, but now almost effaced: a 
translation of Quintus Curtius, with 
beautiful illustrations, taken along 
with the baegage of Charles the 
Bold at Grandson ; Discourses of St. 
Augustine, a MS. on papyrus of the 
7th century; Greek MS. of 4 Gos- 
pels (of 9th or 10th centy.), on vellum, 
with miniatures ; Marme Charts of 
Andrea Benincasa of Ancona, 1476 ; 
Letters of St. Vincent de Paul, J. J. 
Kousseau, &c. ; French Bible, printed 
at Geneva, 1588 ; a Portrait oi Calvin, 
said to be original, but of the signpost 
school. 

Near the Museum is the Pierre aux 
Dames (see below), a curiously carved 
stone which stood near Troinex, 4 m. 
S. of Geneva. 

The Mmee Fol, in the Grande Rue, 
the nfc of a Genevese gentleman, 
still living, hag a large and valuable 
collection of antiquities, consisting of 
Etruscan pottery, gold ornaments, 
and other remains, besides objects of 
art, of the middle ages. Over the 
Mnse'e Fol is 

The Society de Lecture., with a Circu- 
lating Library of near 100,000 vols., 
and a large reading-room. Strangers 
are easily admitted to the latter. 

The Hall of the Reformation, erected 
as a monument to Calvin, by private 
subscriptions amounting to 10,0002., 
is set apart for educational and other 
meetings, lectures to working men, 
concerts, &c. 

Museum of Fine Arts, the eift to 
the Society of Arts of Madame 
Eynard, called Athencsum, is a beau- 
tiful building near the Botanic Gar- 
den. It is the seat of the Soc. of 
Arts and of the Geographical Soc., 
and Soc. of "Physique et Histoire 
Naturel." 

The Palais de Justice, where are all 
the Law Courts, formerly a convent, 
is in the Place du Bourg de Four. 
In it is a collection of Roman and 
early Chri3tinn Jnscription?. 



The Monument to the late Duke 
Charles of Brunswick, in the Jardin 
des Alpes, facing the lake, is a magni- 
ficent work ; it is surrounded by a 
garden with marble terraces and 
gisantic heraldic lions and sphinxes in 
red marble. The monument is a copy 
of one of the tombs of the Scaligers 
at Verona— the statues of the latter 
being replaced by those of the late 
Duke ana of his immediate ancestors. 
The Duke died in 1873, leaving by 
will his fortune of 20,000,000 francs, 
800,000/., to the city of Geneva, on 
condition of this monument to him 
being erected in a conspicuous posi- 
tion, and giving the Scaliger monu- 
ment as the model to be strictly fol- 
lowed. 

The Botanic Garden behind the 
theatre, and near the Porte Neuve, 
deserves mention, as having been 
laid out under the direction of the 
eminent botanist De Candolle ; but the 
funds are so limited that the collection 
of plants is of no ppreat importance. 
The ground it occupies has also painful 
historical associations. This spot, in 
1794, was the scene of horrible fusi- 
lades and butcheries. 

The Jardin Alpin d*Acclimatation, 
2, Chemin Daucet, Plainpalais, de- 
serves a visit and the patronage of 
any travellers who desire to carry 
home healthy specimens of the Alpine 
flora. It has been founded by the 
* Society for the Protection of Alpine 
Plants to supply, plants of the rarer 
species in vigorous nealth at low rates, 
and thus to counteract the impoverish- 
ment of the mountain flora, which has 
resulted during the last few years 
firom reckless gathering by tourists, 
and wholesale uprooting for sale by 

Erofessional plant-hunters, who have 
een known wilfully to destroy num^ 
bers of plants in order to increase Uie 
rarity and market value of their 
specimens. 

Besides its connection with Calvin 
and Sousseau—the one by adoption, 
the other by birth — Geneva can boast 
of being the native place of many 
Illustrious men, wljos^ reput^^iow >^ay 



170 



ROUTE 63.— GENEVA. MANUFACTURES. 



Sect. I. 



be styled European. The list includes 
Isaac Oasatibon, Estienne, and Scaliger; 
Lefort, the friend and councillor of 
Peter the Great; Necher, the weak 
and ill-starred minister of Louis 
XVT., and father of Madame de 
Stael ; the naturalists, De Saussure 
(who ascended Mont Blanc), Baurrit, 
De Znc; Muber, the biographer of 
the bee and ant ; De la Mive, the 
chemist, and De la Rive^ the physicist; 
De Candollef the botanist; Delolme and 
Mallet du Party political writers; Galla- 
tin, U.S. A. ; Eossi, the Pope's minister, 
assassinated at Rome in 1849 ; Dumont, 
the friend and adviser of Mirabeau 
and Jeremy Bentham ; Necker, the 
geologist ; Merle d'Aubign^ and Sis- 
mondi, the historians ; General Dufour, 
the head of the Federal Staff during 
the execution of its magnificent sur- 
vey ; Tdpffer, the writer. Among the 
living are Alphonse de Candolle and 
Ednwnd JSoissier, botanists; Planta- 
mour, astronomer ; and RaotU Pictet, 
the Physicist. 

Geneva may be regarded as the 
intellectual metropolis of Switzer-' 
land ; and strangers who choose it as 
their residence, if provided with good 
introductions, will find, among the 
upper classes, a very agreeable so- 
ciety, including many individuals 
distinguished for their literary and 
scientific acquirements. 

The staple manufacture of Geneva, 
from which it derives its chief com- 
mercial prosperity, is that of watches, 
musical boxes, sjxi jewellery. The first 
watch was brought to Geneva in 1687, 
and at the end of the last century 
4000 persons were employed within 
the town, and 2000 without the walls, 
on this manufacture. At present 
they are dindnished to less than 
3000, though, from improvements in 
the mechanical processes and increased 
skill of the workmen, the number of 
watches made is much greater than 
before, 100,000 being now manufac- 
tured annually. Upwards of 50 watch- 
makers' and 70 jewellers' workshops 
are kept in constant emplo3rment; 
'nd it nas been calculated that in 



good years, 75,000 ounces of gold, 
5000 marks of silver, and precious 
stones to the value of a million of 
francs, are used in them. A com- 
mittee of master workmen with a syn- 
dic at their head, called commission de 
surveillance, is appointed by the go- 
vernment to inspect every workshop 
and the articles made in it, to guard 
against fraud in the substitution of 
metals not of legal alloy, and thus to 
prevent any deterioration in a branch 
of industry productive of so great 
an advantage to Geneva. There is 
a school for teaching watch-making. 
A good watch costs from 300 to 500 
francs. 

At the French custom-house, musi- 
cal snufiP-boxes, of Genevese manu- 
facture, and watches pay a duty of 
only 5 fr. each. 

A splendid Theatre, a diminished 
copy of the New Opera House at Paris, 
was erected 1879, alongside the Musee 
Rath, principally wiUi some of the 
funds left by the Duke of Brunswick. 
Voltaire greatly shocked the preju- 
dices of the citizens by acting plays, 
as it were under their very nose, at 
Les Belices and Fernex. Rousseau 
writes to him, ** Je ne vous aime pas ; 
vous avez corrompu ma republique en 
lui donnant des spectacles." A Con- 
servatoire de Musique, the gift of 
Bartaloni, the Paris banker, has also 
been erected near the same spot. 



A model of Mont Blanc, the work 
of an artist named Sen^, who em- 
ployed 10 years upon it, is placed in a 
building erected for the purpose, in 
the Jardin Anglais. It is not equal to 
those of other parts of the Alps which 
embody the results of recent Ord- 
nance Surveys. 

On the Grand Quai du Lac, close 
to the place where the steamers land, 
a Limnimetre (lake measure) marks 
the rise and fall of the water, which 
amounts to 50 inches or more, and 
makes a very great difference in the 
appearance of the town. 

In the Cemetery of Plain-Paktis^ a 
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little way beyond the Porte Neuve, 
rest the remains of Sir Humphry Davy, 
who died here in 1829, **I wish to be 
buried where I die, natura curat mas 
reliquias " (in his will), and near to him 
oiDe Candolle, the botanist, of Dumont, 
and Pictet, and of two English tourists 
who perished on the Col du Bon- 
homme in 1830. The site of Calvin's 
grave is marked bv a plain slab, with 
5ie letters " J. C. carved on it, and 
is on the S.W. side of the cemetery, 
close to the pathway. 

In the bed of the lake lie many gra- 
nitic boulders, transported from the 
high Alps. Two of these, in the port 
of Geneva and a little to the S.E. 
of the Jardin Anglais, are so large as 
to project above the water. They are 
called Pierres de N%t(m,trom a tradition 
that sacrifices were offered upon them 
to the god Neptune by the Romans. 
Indeed, instruments of sacrifice have 
been found near them. 

History, Geneva is of Boman origin. 
In the middle ages up to 1530 it 
was governed by its oishop, with 
whom the citizens had many struggles. 
In 1401, the Counts of Savoy became 
powerfiil enough always to obtain the 
bishopric for one of their own family. 
One portion of the citizens, leagued 
togetner under the name of** Con^de- 
rates," " Eidgenossen '' (from which 
*' Huguenot" is probably derived), 
after many struggles with the Counts 
or Dukes, in 1518 concluded an 
alliance with Fribourg and soon 
afterwards with Berne, and in 1530 
compelled the Duke of Savoy to sign 
a treaty by which they regained 
their inaependence. After a sort of 
reign of terror Geneva was annexed 
to France in 1798. In 1815 it became 
a member of the Swiss Confederation, 
and the aristocratic government was 
re-established, but after many changes 
a democratic government supplanted 
it in 1846, every citizen having a 
vote. In 1846 the town had a balance 
in hand of 300,000 fr. ; it is now largely 
in debt, and its accounts usually snow 
an annual deficit On the other 
}jftnd, it shofljd b^ s^id th^t m^ny 



public improvements have been carried 
out under the new government 

Geneva may be said to possess a 
historical interest for intelligent tra- 
vellers, far greater than that to be 
derived from the individual objects of 
curiosity contained within its walls. 
The influence which she has exer- 
cised, not only over Europe but over 
the world, by means of her children, 
or those whom she has adopted as 
her citizens, is quite out of proportion 
to the limited extent of a territory 
which one may traverse from end 
to end in a morning's ride. Vol- 
taire ridiculed its diminutiveness by 
saying, **Quand je secoue ma per- 
ruQue, jepoudre toute la republique ;" 
ana the Emperor Paul caUed the dis- 
putes of its citizens a tempest in a 
tumbler of water : yet from Geneva 
emanated those religious doctrines 
from which Scotland, Holland, and a 
large part of France, Germany, and 
Switzerland, derive their form of 
faith, and which were transported by 
the Pilgrim Fathers to the opposite 
shores of the Atlantic. Here also 
were sown those political opinions 
which bore fruit in the Englisn revo- 
lution under Charles L, in the Ame- 
rican and the French revolutions. 

It was in the year 1536 that 
John Calvin^ the reformer, passed 
through the town a fugitive, on his 
way from Italy to Bdle. Two years 
had not elapsed since the Genevese 
had abolished Boman Catholicism, 
expelled their bishop, and adopted 
the Beformation. Farel, who was 
the means of introducing it, was then 
preaching at Geneva, and, aware of 
Calvin*s talents and powerful elo- 
quence, entreated him to remain. 
Calvin obeyed the call, and, in a 
short space, the itinerant preacher 
and foreigner was raised to be the 
dictator of the republic, ruling its 
turbulent democracy with a sway not 
more mild than that of the dukes of 
Savoy and bishops of Geneva, under 
whicn the citizens had groaned for 
ages, and from which the Beforma- 
tion had at length released them. 
From the pulpit of St Peter's Church, 
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which became at once the tribune 
and judgment-seat of the reformer, 
he denounced the prevailing immo- 
rality of the town with such elo- 
quence and force that profligacy was 
obliged to hide its head. His hearers, 
runnin? into an opposite extreme, 
adopted a rigorous and puritanical 
austerity of manners, and every trans- 
gression of Calvin's code of morals 
was visited with punishment of the 
utmost severity. This artificial auste- 
rity has long since disappeared. The 
change of manners since the time of 
Calvin is, indeed, most remarkable. 
The theatre is open on Sundays; 
balls are given in the various ** Bras- 
series " every Sunday evening; con- 
certs are held in the electoral and 
other public places, all the cafe's are 
open; in fact the bitter observance 
of the Sabbath has given place to 
general cheerful enjoyment of the 
day of rest from ordinary work. 

The sumptuary laws enacted by 
Calvin were severe, but were rigidly 
enforced by the Consistory. Thev 
contained such enactments as the fol- 
lowing: a dinner for ten persons was 
limit^ to five dishes; plush breeches 
were laid under interdict; violations 
of the sabbath were followed by a 
public admonition from the pulpit; 
adultery was punished with death; 
and the gamester was exposed in the 
pillory, with a pack of ciurds tied 
round his neck. 

Geneva, thus become the metro- 
poUs of Calvinism, and *'the Bome 
of Protestantism," was resorted to by 
many foreigners, who sought refu^ 
here from religious persecutions m 
their own country. Among a num- 
ber of English and Scotch exiled by 
the cruelties of the reign of Queen 
Mary, was John Knox. He was made 
a citizen of Geneva in 1 558, and did 
not finally quit it till 1560. Calvin 
died in 1564, at the age of 55, after 
23 years of uninterrupted power: he 
was buried in the cemetery of the 
Plain-PalaiSy but he forbade the Ge- 
nevese to mark with a monument the 
spot where hig rei|i9,in9 were Ifiid, bu( 



the spot nevertheless is pointed out, 
and is marked by a plain slab. 

The Duke of Savoy, for many 
years aft«r his authority within the 
town had been destroyed, was en- 
gaged in repeated open contests with 
the citizens ; nor did he omit to 
maintain, within the walls, spies and 
secret partisans, in the hopes of re- 
gaining possession by surprise. The 
street called Corraterie, at the period 
in question, a.d. 1602, the town ditch, 
was the scene of the most memorable 
of these attempts, known in Swiss his- 
tory as the Escalade, The Savoyards 
had already despatched a messenger 
announcing to their commander the 
capture of the town ; but the citizens, 
though completely taken by surprise, 
were by no means seized with the 
panic which such an occurrence was 
likely to produce. Every man, armed 
as he mi^ht be, issued out into the 
streets ; the small body of Savoyards 
who had gained the ramparts were 
quickly overpowered; the first gun 
fired irom the walls, by a chance 
shot, swept away three of the ladders; 
and the enemy on the outside, on 
approaching the Forte Neuve, found 
that, instead of being blown up, it was 
stronglyguarded, with the portcullis 
down. The storming party, thus un- 
expectedly attacked, and at the same 
time cut off from their friends, were 
quickly killed or made prisoners. 
Those who fell alive into the hands of 
the Genevese were hung next day 
as house-breakers : 67 heads were 
planted along the ramparts, but many 
more than these fell in the ditch 
and outside the town. The venerable 
Theodore Beza, at that time 80 years 
old, gave out from the pulpit next 
day the 124th Psalm, which has been 
sung ever since on the anniversary 
of the Escalade. 

Geneva remained independent, bat 
its history during the 18th century 
is a long record of internal struggles 
between the aristocratic party, who 
kept all power in their own hands, 
and the people, who struggled to 
retain old privileges and obtain new 
ones. In 1782 France, Berne, and 
Piedmpnti united tq impose the yoke 
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on the popular party after a suc- 
cessful revolution. 

In 1792-5 there were fresh troubles, 
ending in the acceptance of a Demo- 
cratic constitution, which after only 
three years was upset by the French 
occupation. In 1814 Geneva was 
added to the Swiss Confederation. 
In 1847 the Democratic constitution 
now in force was carried by a large 
popular vote. 

Jecin Jacques Bousseau, son of a 
'Watchmaker of Geneva, first saw the 
light in a house, No. 40, Grande 
Bue. The accident of his being 
shut out of the town one even- 
ing, on his return from a walk, in- 
duced him to fly from his native 
town, as he feared to face his imuster 
next morning. His book, the Emiley 
was burnt, in conformity with an 
order of ti^e Council of Geneva, by 
the common hangman, in front of 
the Hotel de ViUe, in 1762. The 
instigators of this act were Voltaire 
and the Council of the Sorbonne, 
who, by a singular coincidence, in 
this instance acted in unison. The 
Council at the same time issued a 
warrant for the arrest of the author. 

En,vir0M of Oenevcu 

a. Junct, of Ante and Rhone, b, Sdleve. 
c, Voirons, d. Diodati, e, Femex, 

f, Perte du Rhone, Bellegarde, 4rc, 

g, Diwnne, h. The Ddie, ». Reculet. 

Omntbuses run to St. Jtdien, Mor- 
nex, Femex, every hour, to Van- 
doouvres and Sacconnex 5 tin)«s a 
day, and in summer to the Voirons 
2 days a week. There is an American 
tramway also, which runs from Ca- 
rouge through Geneva up to Chene 
and back every i hr. wiw a branch 
tramway from the PI. du Molard 
over the Bue du Mont Blanc to the 
rly. Stat. 

The rides, walks, and views In the 
vicinity are delightful, and almost 
endless; but the great charm of every 
prospect is the Mont Blanc and Alps 
of Savoy, when they deign to show 



themselves, which they do not, in per- 
fect distinctness, more than 60 times 
a year on an average. There can- 
not be a more majestic sight than that 
of Mont Blanc and its surrounding 
Aiguilles, when tinged with the pink 
hue which the rising or departing 
sun sheds upon them. One of the 
finest views of Mont Blanc is from 
the garden of Baron Adolf Both- 
schilus villa at Pr€gny (see next 



a. The junction of the Arte with the 
Shone is well worth visiting, and is best 
seen either from the tongue of land 
between the two rivers, which is 
reached on foot along the 1. bank of 
the Bhone by the gasworks, or from 
the grounds of a country-house called 
Chatelaine, on the rt. bank of the 
Bhone, about lA m. beyond the Porte 
de Cornavin. On the way to it, Les 
Delices, a country-house of Voltaire, 
is passed. A fine view of the junc- 
tion is also obtained from the Bois 
de Batie, on a cliff overhanging the 
rivers. This may be reached by a 
walk on the left bank of the Bhone, 
by crossing a footbridge over the 
Arve and ascending a narrow foot- 
way to the Bois, which has been laid 
out as a public garden. 

The Arve is in summer a wide and 
turbid torrent fed by the snows and 

flaciers of Mont Blanc. The pellucid 
lue waters of the Bhone, driven on 
one side by the furious entrance of its 
new ally, for a long time refuse to mix 
with it, and the line of separation be- 
tween the blue and white water is 
distinctly marked for some distance. 

h. On the S. side of Geneva rises 
the Mont Saleve (4537 fL), a long line 
of limestone precipices, seeming to 
impend over the town, though it is, in 
reality, 5 m. off, and within the French 
territory. The S. side is a gentle 
slope, covered with verdant pasture 
and sprinkled with houses, and the 
whole of this vast inclined plane, 
facing the Alps, is strewn with frag- 
ments of rock, identical with that of 
which Mont Blanc is composeiS^^ 
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The summit of the Saleve, 3300 ft. 
above the lake, is frequently scaled 
by the inhabitants of Geneva, who 
make picnic parties to enjoy the view. 
The shortest road to it is by Carouge 
and Veirier (taking the junction of the 
Arve on the way : there is a shorter 
road back, 3 m.), whence a very 
steep path, practicable only on foot, 
partly formed by steps cut in the 
rock, and called Pas de VEchelle, leads 
up through a remarkable gap in the 
mountain to the viQage of Monnetier 
2^ m. Those who cannot walk may 
reach Monnetier by a carriage-road, 
which makes a detour of 8 m. ftom 
Geneva, through the beautiful village 
of 

Momex (Inns: ficu de Geneve; H. 
de Savoie; H. Bellevue, P. Bovet, 
and many others) on the S. slope of 
the Pet& Saleve, The pleasantest way 
is to drive to Monnetier, thence to 
ascend the Petit or the Grand Saleve 
on foot, and to descend the Pas de 
rfichelle on foot to Veirier, whither 
the carriage may be sent round to 
wait for the party. 

Monnetier is a comfortable stopping- 
place (Inns and Pensions — ^Pe'r^ara, 
Keconnaissance, and de I'Ermitage, 
commanding beautiful views, kept by 
civil people, and prices reasonable). 
JVom thence to the top is about an 
hour. Near the summit are the Chalets 
des Treize Arbres, so called from the 
presence of a few trees. The view 
extends S.E. up the valley of the 
Arve to Mont Blanc; N.E. over the 
lake; N.W. to Geneva, the Bhone, 
and the Jura ; W. the eye foUows 
the valley of the Bhone as far as the 
gap in the Jura, through which the 
river forces its way into France. The 
stony path has been superseded by a 
good carriage-road, made at the ex- 
pense of a Genevese, M. Naville, 
whose residence. Grange Gaby, crowns 
the top of the Saleve. Danger for- 
merly arose from atteniptin? to de- 
scend through a promising cleft, where 
a very steep slope ends in a preci- 
pice. For any one accustomed to 
mountains there is no danger ; but 
in 1853 one English gentleman was 



killed, and his companion broke his 
thigh, in wandering about, after losing 
their way. Xa Grande Gorge is fre- 
quented by botanists, who find in 
it several rare plants. The ascent 
was formerly difficult, but a sort of 
path has now been made, and is 
kept in repair by the Alpine Club 
of Geneva. Archaeologists have been 
busy on the Saleve, searching for tro- 

floaytes, and no less than 38 caverns 
ave been discovered. The most in- 
teresting are the Grotte des Troia F€e9 
d'Archampy and that oi AigtieheUe^ on 
the N. face of the Petit Saleve, 

c. Les Yoirons (H. et P. TErmitage, 
not recommended), E. of Geneva, 
is another beautiful point of view. 
There is a carriage-road to the top 
from Bons on the N. side, and from 
Boege on the S. side, and a path (the 
shortest, 2^^ hrs.) from La Bergue, \\ 
hr.'s drive on the road to Sixt. 

d. On the S. shore of the lake, about 
2 ml from Geneva, and a little to the 
L of the high road to Thonon, is tlie 
Campagne Diodati, Lord Byron's resi- 
dence in 1816, where he wrote * Man- 
fred,* and the third canto of « Childe 
Harold.' Diodati, professor of theo* 
logy, it will be remembered, was d, 
friend and correspondent of Milton, 
who visited him here. 

On the N. side, on the hill of 
Pr^gny, 2} m, from Geneva, is the 
very commanding seat of Baron 
Eothschild, built with more magnifi- 
cence than taste; fine Views from the 
grounds, to which admission is granted 
on Fridajrs from 2 to 6, by tickets 
to be obtained at the hotels. 

e. Femex, the residence of "Vol- 
taire, is situated within the French 
territory, about 5 m. N. of Geneva. 
On the way thither, near Grand Sac- 
connex, an eminence presents one 
of the best points of view of Mont 
Blanc 

Voltaire resided for nearly 20 years 
at Femex, from 1759 to 1777. Ho 
may be said^^, j|^ J^^CoW^Nl: Q^ t^e 
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idllaffe, which, before his time, con- 
sisted of but 6 or 8 hovels. He col- 
ledted industrious colonists, introduced 
usefid manufactures among them, and 
im{>royedhis estate, of about 000 acres, 
by drainine, &c., besides building the 
Chateau, which still exists, but has 
been so much altered that few traces 
of the philosopher now remain. On 
the L hand, as you enter the gates, 
he built the Church, ori^ally in- 
scribed with the words "Deo erexit 
Voltaire." The Theatre, in which 
his own tragedies were acted by ama- 
teurs, has been puUed down. 

The situation of Femex,. is charm- 
ing, in fiillview of the Alps and of Mont 
Blanc ; but the windows of the house, 
excepting those of the Library, were 
turned curectly away from the land- 
scape. In the garden is a long ber- 
ceau walk, closely arched over with 
clipped horn-beam — a yerdant clois- 
ter, with gaps cut here and there, ad- 
mitting a glimpse of the prospect. 
Here Voltaire used to walk up and 
down, and dictate to his secretary. 

f. La Perte du Shone, and the works 
of Xa Compagnie Gen€rale de Bellegarde, 
at Bellegarde, on the French fron- 
tier, about 16 m., or 1 hr. by rly. 

The train should be left at Collonges 
Stat., and rejoined at Bellegarde, or 
vice vers4. 

' The carria^^toad from Collonges 
to Bellegarde. is very due. You enter 

■ —- " where the swift Rhone cleaves his way 

between 
Heights which appear as lovers who have 

partedt" 

The Rhone valley was here blocked 
tip by Offisar, to prevent the emigra- 
tion of the Helvetic nation, as de- 
scribed in his * Commentaries.' This 
hie effected by throwinff up works, 
ramparts, ditches, and forts at suit- 
able spots on the 1. bank of the river, 
having previously destroyed the bridge 
at Geneva. He does not appear to 
have made a continuous wall— as the 
banks were so precipitous as to ren- 
der this unnecessary ; but to have cut 
ditches and thrown up earthworks 



only at points where a landing or pas- 
sage was practicable. 

The lofty Vouache on the side of 
Savoy, and the huge mass of the 
Jura chain, slope precipitously to the 
torrent of the Khone. The road 
hangs midway in this prodigious pas- 
sage ; and the Fort de V^cluse, which 
gives its name to the pass, protects 
the entrance of France. Infinite la- 
bour and expense have been used by 
the French government to strengthen 
this position since its destruction 
by the Austrians, 1814. Additional 
batteries have been hevtrn in the rock 
above the lower fortress, and these 
communicate with the guard-rooms 
below by a broad staircase, of more 
than loop steps, cut out of the solid 
mountain. Leave may sometimes be 
obtained from the governor to view 
the fortress; but at any rate the road 
passes through it, and enables the tra- 
veller to see something of its remark- 
able defences. From Collonges to 

Bellegarde (Inns: Poste; Perte du 
Rhone) the road sweeps along the wild 
gorge through which the Rhone pours. 
At BeUegarde it crosses the narrow 
and rocky bed of the Valserine. The 
traveller will walk from the inn to the 
Perte du Rhone (J of a mile) ; he will 
find plenty of squalid guides to show 
him the spot where the river, which 
he has accompanied from the clear 
cistern of its waters through the rough 
mountain pass, plunges at (mce be- 
neath an accumulation of broken rocks 
which have fallen from above and 
covered its bed from side to side. The 
river disappears from view for 120 
yds., but is now much diminished in 
volume. Nearly half of it, represent- 
ing a force equal to 4000 horse-power, 
has been diverted, and is utilised by 
a company of Scotch capitalists, at a 
very large cost. The water is led by 
a canal and through a tunnel of 600 
yds., cut in the soud rock, to 6 great 
waterwheels and 2 powerful hydraulic 
pumps, erected in the old bed of the 
Valserine torrent, and from this 
centre the motion is distributed by 
means of wire cables to the mills and 
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factories of the company, situated on 
the plateau 250 ft. above the Bhone. 
The chief manufactures, and on a 
very large scale, are paper, made from 
the wood of the aspen and fir, and 
phosphate and superphosphate of lime, 
for manure, from a bed of fossil shells 
4 ft. thick, occurring here in the cre- 
taceous formation of the Jura, and so 
widely spread as to be practically 
inexhaustible. The MalpertuiSf an 
abyss, somewhat similar to the Perte 
du Rhone, 1 m. from the Billiat Stat., 
should be seen, if possible. 

g. Another pleasant excursion may 
be made to Divonne, where the river 
Versoix takes its rise in a pretty grotto 
at the foot of the Jura, and people go 
to the hotel *»de la Truite" to eat 
a kind of pasty called Beignet de Di- 
vonne and the small dehcate trout 
M. Paul Vidart's great hydropathic 
establishment is here. The view from 
the terrace of the Chateau Divonne 
is very fine. The best road to go is 
by Coppet and Celigny, and to re- 
turn by Fernex. The distance from 
Geneva to Divonne is 12 nu 

Not far from Troinex, 4 m. S. of 
Geneva, a great curiosity called the 
Pierre aux Dames, or Pierre aux Fi^es, 
stood on a little hill between Troi- 
nex and Bossey, just over the French 
frontier. It is now to be seen in the 
Bastions close to the New University, 
and is a block of stone with rude car- 
vings, in relief, of female figures about 
half the size of life. These are sup- 
posed to be Celtic. The stone is 10 ft. 
Ions;, 5 wide, and 5 high. It is said 
to be granite, but is apparently lime- 
stone. 

The Pierres au Didble^ near Reg- 
nier, supposed druidical, 6 m. S.F. of 
Geneva, strew a large valley or plain, 
and, according to the leg^end, are 
fragments of a mountain dropped by 
the devil. Among them is a cromlech. 

h. The 2>^^,one of the highest pomts 
of the Jura range, rises 5505 ft. above 
the sea, and commands to perfection 
that wonderful view of theXake and 
Alps which old travellers by the St. 



Cergues road remembef. 'The ascent 
is best made by sleeping at St Cergues 
(Rte. 55). On the other side is the 
Val de Dappes, for the possession of 
which France and Switzerland dis- 
puted for some time. 

». The Reculet, a point of the Jura 
due W. of Geneva, is higher than the 
Dole. Its ascent may be made in 
the following way: Drive to St. 
Genix, and sleep at Thoiry. Next 
day breakfast at the chalet of Nar- 
deran, and walk along the top of 
the chain, descending to Gex in time 
for omnibus to Geneva. Take pro- 
visions. The views are very fine. 

Chamonix and the shores of Lake 
Lemon may be visited by hurried 
tourists in 4 days from Genera 
— thus, 1st, by early steamer to Lau- 
sanne or Vevey— by 2nd steamer on 
to Villeneuve— in the evening by the 
rly. to Martiffny; 2nd, by the Tete 
Noire or Col de Balme to Chamonix 
(Rte. 141); 3rd, at Chamonix; 4t2i, 
back to Geneva (Rte. 138). 



ROUTE 66. 

GENEVA TO VILLENEUVE, BY LAUSANNE, 
VEVEY, AND CHILLON. LAKE OP 
0£N£YA.~aAILWAY. 

i Enff.111. 
Geneva to 

Goppet 8 

Kolle 20 

Merges 29 

Laasanne ...... 37 

Vevey 48 

Villeneuve 66 

The rly. as far as Versoix belongs 
to the Lyons and Geneva Co., be- 
yond Versoix to the Western Rly. of 
Switzerland. At St Maurice it falls 
into the Ligne dTtalie running firom 
Bouveret to Brieg. Erom Brieg it is 
proposed to construct a railway to the 
Italian side. A company is formed for 
this undertaking, wnich will shortly 
be commenced* For those who are not 
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in a yiolent hurry, a far more pleasant 
route is by 

Steamboat, — Steamers leave Geneva 
and Villeneuve, at the two extre- 
mities, four times a day. They make 
the voyage from one end to the other 
in about 4} hours, stopping to land 
and receive passengers at the towns 
and villages marked thus f on the 
N. shore. Other steamers between 
Geneva and the towns on the S. side 
of the lake. (Rte.57.) With a return- 
ticket passengers have the option of 
going back by rail. Some steamers 
start from the pier on the rL bank. 
SmaU steamers, called '* Bateaux 
Mouches,*' run to the stations near the 
end of the lake, starting from corner 
of the Jardin Anglais. The traveller 
should ascertain from which side of 
the Khone at Geneva his steamer 
will start. 

The Lake of Geneva, called by the 
Romans Lacus Lemanus, has nearly 
the shape of a crescent, its horns 
being turned towards the S. It is the 
largest lake in Switzerland, being 56 
m. long, measured close to its N. shore, 
and alK>ut 44 m. along its S. bank; it 
is 8 m. wide at the broadest part 
(between Evian and Ouchy), and its 
greatest depth, which is on a line be- 
tween these villages, is 1230 ft. Its 
surface is about 1230 ft. above the 
level of the sea, but the height often 
varies in the year more than 50 inches, 
being usually lowest in the winter, be- 
tween Jan. and April, and highest in 
Aug. and part of July and Sept., owing 
to the supplies then derived from the 
melting snows. Besides these periodical 
variations, the lake is subject to other 
more arbitrary changes of level, called 
seiches. This phenomenon consists of 
a sudden rise and fall of the water in 

S articular parts of the lake, indepen- 
ently of the agency of the wind or of 
any other apparent cause. It is most 
common in the vicinity of Geneva. 
During these oscillations the waters 
sometimes rise from 5 inches to a 
foot, but on some rare occasions it 
has risen to 3 feet. The seiche never 
lasts longer than 25 minutes, and 
generally less. The cause of these 
seiches has not been explained with 
[Switz,'] 



certainty, but they are observed to 
occur most commonly when the clouds 
are heavy and low. The lake never 
freezes over entirely, but in severe 
winters the lower extremity is covered 
with ice. The sand and mud brought 
down by the Rhone and deposited 
around its mouth have caused consi- 
derable encroachments upon its upper 
extremity ; even within tne records of 
history f^orte VaJais stood on its mar- 
gin, and its basin is reported to have 
originally extended upwards as far as 
Bex. 

** Mon lac est le premier,** are the 
words in which Voltaire has vaunted 
the beauties of the Lake of Geneva ; 
and it must be confessed that, though 
it wants the stem sublimity of the 
Bay of Uri and the sunny softness of 
the Italian lakes, with their olive and 
citron groves, it has high claims to 
admiration. It also possesses great 
variety of scenery. The vine-covered 
slopes of Yaud contrast well with the 
abrupt, rocky precipices of Savoy, 
and the tree-laden festoons of vines 
around Thonon and Evian which 
give the landscape an Italian rich- 
ness. Near Geneva the hills subside, 
admitting an exquisite view of Mont 
Blanc, whose snowy summit, though 
60 m. distant, is often reflected in its 
waters. 

At its E. or upper extremity the 
lake extends to the very base of the 
Alps, which by their close vicinity 
give its scenery a character of mag- 
nificence. 

The boats on the lake are very pic- 
turesque, having lateen sails like the 
craft of the Memterranean. The sur- 
face is generally calm, but not the dead 
calm of the mountain lakes ; occasion- 
ally the htse, a cold N.E. wind, is very 
strong, and causes considerable motion 
in the steamers from Geneva until 
they get beyond Lausanne, and the 
S.W. wind is even stronger. These 
are the only winds which materially 
afiPect the lake. 

Among the fish are the large trout 
and the Ombre Chevalier, both much 
appreciated, and the Lotte^ the ** Lota 
Commune,** on which Rousseau's 
Julie makes heggfei^bf^^Pft^iuiti^e- 

N ^ 
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scribed as "une especc de barbeau, 
assez fade, peu cher, et commun/* 

Railvoay to Zausanne, 6 trains daily, 
in If to 2i hrs. 

The railway embankment has been 
carried along the edge of the lake, 
thus in many places marring its beauty, 
and interrupting the view from the 
sloping banks and houses built on 
them. 

The first part of the road lies among 
rillas and pleasure-grounds not un- 
like English country-seats. Few 
spots in Europe present so many 
admirable sites for a dwelling as 
the shores of Lake Leman, in fuU 
view of Mont Blanc. At Prigny is 
Baron Adolf Rothschild's superb 
ch&teau. After a mile or two Mont 
Blanc is hid behind the intervening 
ridge of the Voirons, and does not 
reappear until near Nyon. 

The parish of Versoix, through 
which the road passes, formerly be- 
longed to France. The Duke de 
Choiseul, minister of Louis XV., irri- 
tated with some proceedings of the 
inhabitants of Geneva, proposed to 
raise a rival city at Versoix which 
should deprive Geneva of its trade. 
A pier was built, a grand Place laid 
down, streets running at right angles 
were marked out; but beyond this the 
plan was never carried into execution. 
Hence the yerses of Voltaire : — 

" A Versoix nous avons des raet, 
Maia nous n'avons pas de maisons.** 

A little beyond Versoix (now an in- 
considerable village) we pass out of 
the canton of Geneva into that of 
Vaud. 

t Coppet (Inns: Croix Blanche ; H. 
et P. du Lac), remarkable for the 
{Jh&teau, immediately behind it, but so 
placed as to command no view of the 
lake. It now belongs to the Due de 
Broglie, son-in-law of Madame de 
Staei. It is a plain edifice, forming 
three sides of a square, the front to- 
wards the lake being flanked with a 
tower at each end. It was the residence 
of Madame de Stagl^ as weU as of her 
father, the French finance minister 
Necher, There are portraits of her 



by David, of her parents, M, and 
Mme. Necker, and a marble bast of 
M. Bocca, Madame de Stael's second 
husband. One room is pointed out as 
the study in which the authoress of 
*Corinne' composed many of her 
works: Her inkstand and desk are 
still preserved. The grounds are 
traversed by shady Walks ; and a 
clump of trees surrounded by a wall, 
in a field a little to the W. of the 
house, shrouds from view a sort of 
chapel in which Necker and his 
daughter are buried. 

t Nyon {Inns : H. Beau BiTage; 
H. du Lac, close to the pier; Cou- 
ronne ; Ange ; Grand Chateau de 
Prangins, 1 m. distant, good and 
comfortable), a town of 3650 Inhab., 
stands on a height ; but its sub- 
urbs, through vvhich the carriage- 
road runs, extend to the lake. It 
was the Boman Noviodunum. From 
theTerrasse des Marroniers, near the 
old cbateau, once the seat of the BiuIIi 
de Nyon, there is a very fine -view. 
On a promontory is the chateau of 
Prangins. It belonged to JosejA 
Bonaparte, and he built La Bergerie, 
on a promontory, lately a residenoe 
of Jerome Napoleon. OmamenUl 
pottery is made here. 

[An excellent carriage-road ascends 
in zigzags to St. Cergues. There is 
an omnibus daily : carriage in 3 hrs^ 
12 fr. St Cergues commands a beao- 
tiful view, and has several Inns and 
pensions. From it the Dole, 5505 ft, 
one of the highest points of the Jun, 
can be easily ascended. Mules and 
guides at St. Cergues. The ascent 
requires about 3 hrs. 

Excursions may be made from St 
Cergues to Morez and St Claude, by 
roads running through very fiii 
scenery. The industry of the dis- 
trict is diamond-cutting, and the 
manufacture of sham precious stones.] 

\Rolle, (/nns.-Tetc Noire; Couronne: 
Pension Knigge, good). 2000 Inhab. 
The hills around are covered with 
vineyards, and one of the best Vaadois 
wines is grown on the slope between 
BoUe and Aubonne, called La Cote. 

On the opposite shore of the lake are 
the Gulf DOltiThonon, the valley of the 
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- Dranse, and the snowy head of Mont 
Blanc peering over the mountains of 

' the Chablais; farther on, the rocks 
of Meillerie and the entrance of the 

:• Valais. 

r [A few miles above Rolle is -4m- 

> bonne {Inns: Conronne; Lion d'Or)", 
:; an ancient town of 1667 liihab., with 
;; an Eastern-looking Castle, Byron 
; says of it : — " The entrance and bridge 

something like that of Durham : it 
i, commands by far the fairest view of 
& the lake of Geneva (and of Mont 

Blanc behind it) ; a grove oh the 

> height of very noble trees." Here 
Tavemier, the Eastern traveller, 

3 bought (or built) the ch^Lteiau. The 
ch, contains the monument of the 
; brave French Admiral Duquesne, the 
1 conqueror of De Buyter— the chas- 
/ tiser of the Turkish and Algerine cor- 
i sairs, whose services Louis XIV. re- 
: fused to recompense, and whose body 
:. that monarch for a Ion? time denied 
, to his son,— exiled to Aubonne hy the 
. revocation of the Edict of Nantes, be- 
; cause Duquesne was a Protestant, and 
refused to adopt the king's religion. 
Aubonne is' less than 3 m. distant from 
. the lake. On the hills sloping down 
: towards the lake called La Cdte, be- 
tween Aubonne and Nyon, grows the 
. best Swiss wine, called le Moulart. 
The Signal de Bougy — 3 m. above 
Aubonne and 2730 ft. above the sea 
■ — is a celebrated point of view.] 

t Morges Stat, {Inns: H. M. Blanc ; 
H. du Port). At a distance of 1 hr. 
above this town of 4000 Inhab. rises 
the picturesque Castle of Vufflensj 
disting^shed by its tall white square 
donjon and group of minor turrets, 
built of brick, with deep machicola- 
tions, probably in the 13th cent It 
is said to have been founded by 
Queen Bertha in the lOth centy. 
Morges was the birthplace (1797) of 
Fernan Cdballero, the nom de plume 
of Cecilia, daughter of the Spanish 
scholar Don Juan Nicholas Bohl de 
Faber. Above the town is the Arsenal 
of (he Swiss Confederation. The 
carriage - road continues near the 
shore of the lake. The rly. turns 
Inland to 

Bassigny Junct, Stat Here the lines 



from Yverdon (Rte. 49) and Berne 
join. Most of the trains from Geneva 
to Yverdon go on to Lfeusanne, and 
then back to Bussigny. 

The distant view of Lausanne, 
seated on sloping hiUs and crowned 
by its cathedral and castle, is pleasing. 
The large building on the hill W. of 
the town, is the mad-house for the 
canton. Between Lausanne and the 
lake stands the village of 

t Ouchyy which may be termed the 
port of Lausanne. (^Hotels : Hdtel Beau 
Bivage, a splendid and good house, 
but dear; H. d'Angleterre, formerly 
Ancre — ^much improved, Pension 8 fr. ; 
H. du Port.) Lord Byron wrote the 
* Prisoner of ChiUon' in the Ancre 
inn, in the short space of two days, 
during which he was detained by bad 
weather, June, 1816. The house was 
modernized, and all trace of Byron 
swept away, 1868. 

Zattsanne Stat,, between Ouchy and 
Lausanne. An excellent table-d'hote 
at the Buffet, 2J fr. without wine. 
A rly. between Ouchy and Lausanne, 
worked by atmospheric pressure, is 
now open. 

Omnibus to the Signal Hotel, on 
the hill between Lausanne and Vevey. 
Carriages are very dear at Lausanne, 
2 fr. from the stat. to the H. Gibbon, 
scarcely 200 yds., but up a very steep 
hill. 

Lausanne. Hotels : H. du Faucon, 
weU kept in every respect, with mo- 
derate charges ; H. Gibbon, fine posi- 
tion and garden ; H. Bichemont, same 
proprietor; Bellevue, quiet, reason- 
able; Belvedere; H. du Grand Pont, 
commercial. 2nd Class Inns: H. de 
France; H. Mansfeld; H. des Mes- 
sageries, all good. H. du Nord, com- 
mercial ; Cafe Casino (excellent beer). 
Numerous Pensions. 

Lausanne, capital of the Canton of 
Vaud, contains 30,000 Inhab., chiefly 
Protestant The Pays de Vaud 
(Germ. Waadtland) belonged in early 
times to Burgundy; in the 13th cent, 
it became subject to the Dukes of 
Savoy ; in 1536 it was conquered by 
the Bernese, and remained tribtt- 
N 2 
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tary to that republic until 1798, when 
it acquired its independence. In 1814 
it became a member of the Swiss 
Confederation. The constitution was 
rendered more democratic by changes 
in 1830 and 1845. The language 
is French. The town, with its high 
roofs, castle, and cathedral, is itself 
picturesque, and very prettily situated 
on the lower slope of the Mont Jorat, 
which sinks gradually to the lake, 
intersected by ravines, giving it the 
form of distinct eminences. From 
this cause the old streets ranging over 
broken ground are a series of ups and 
downs, and many are very steep. A 
viaduct, called Grand Pont, or, from 
its builder, Pont Pichard, now spans 
the vaUey of the Fion, and renders 
the centre of the town and cathedral 
much more accessible than formerly. 
The town was much enlarged between 
1870 and 1875, when the slope be- 
tween the town and the rly. was 
covered by streets and houses. 

Since 1874, the Supreme Federal 
Court of Justice has been placed at 
Lausanne, which is now the legal 
capital of Switzerland. Close to H. 
Gibbon is the 

Church of St. Frangois, with a good 
and conspicuous spire. The church is 
apsidal, and has tall windows with 
tracery in the heads. 

The Castle and Cathedral are on 
an eminence in the old walled town, 
which is still called the Cite. Start- 
ing from H. Gibbon, and keeping to 
the rt. for a short distance, any of the 
streets to the 1. will lead to 

The Cathedral (ask for the key of 
the door, at the sexton's house, in the 
small square N. of the Cath., No. 5), 
a fine uniform example of Early 
Pointed, plain, but weU-proportioned, 
333 ft. long, 61 ft. high, founded a.d. 
1000, but the existing building dates 
from 1275. It consists of a nave and 
2 W. towers, of which only that to 
the 1. is finished; transepts, each 
flanked by a low tower to the E., a 
central tower and spire, and a short 
tipsidal choir. The spire was taken 
down in 1874. A new one has been 
erected in its place. The W. door, a 
fine specimen of Flamboyant, is a later 



addition erected between the but- 
tresses of the W. towers. The Por(^ 
of the Apostles, to the S., is decorated 
with rich sculpture. The circular 
apse, at the eastern end, has round it 
a processional path forming a con- 
tinuation of the aisles, and to the K 
a small projecting chapel, which is a 
fragment of an earlier building in the 
Transition style. The Triforium Gal- 
lery is carried continuously along the 
nave, transept, and apse ; above it is 
a clerestory range of triple lancets. 

Obs, the W. and S. portals, the rose- 
window in the transept, and portions 
of the fine carved stalls removed from 
the choir after a fire in 1823, The 
varied arrangement of the piers and 
vaulting-shafts in the nave is also 
interesting, and deserves attention. 

Among the monuments are a mailed 
e^gy of Otho Baron of Grandson 
(1399) ;— the tomb of Victor Amadeos 
Vin. (Voltaire's "Bizarre Ame- 
dee"), who was Duke of Savoy, 
Bishop of Geneva, and Pope under 
the title of Felix V. (1451), but 
resigned in succession all these dig- 
nities, preferring to end his days 
as a monk in the convent of Ripailie, 
near Thonon, on the opposite shore 
of the lake: it is much mutilated; 
of Bp. W. de Menthonex; — of Harriet 
Stratford Canning, by Bartolini;— of 
the mother of the Prussian Minister 
von Stein. The Cathedral has been 
restored by M. Viollet-le-Duc. 

There is a beautiful view from the 
terrace of the Cathedral, partially 
obstructed by the present prison, for- 
merly the Bishop's palace. 

Ascending again to the N., we 
reach the Chateau, or Castle^ a pic- 
turesque, massive square tower with 
4 turrets. It was originally the rea- 
dence of the Bishops of Jjausanne, 
but is now converted into public 
ofiices, and internally entirely mo- 
demised. 

Passing out under the old archway 
of the Chateau to the N., you may 
either ascend to the Signal, which lies 
straight before you, or turn to the rL, 
and walk along the road at the side 
of the ravine of the Flon — a walk 
which s^p|,5ji^i^i^s(|ue houses 
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of Lausanne to advantage — and so 
return to the town. The large hand- 
some building on the S. is uie Hos- 
pital. 

In the College, founded 1587, not 
far from the (jathedral, is a Cantonal 
Museum, in which are some objects of 
interest, — such as a collection of 
minerals from Bex and a model of the 
salt-mines there. It is not deficient in 
the other branches of natural history. 
A specimen of the Silurus alanis , one 
of tne largest fresh-water nshes, came 
from the lake of Morat. Many anti' 
quities discovered within the canton, 
at Aventicum, and Celtic remains 
from the Swiss lakes and the borders 
of the Lake Leman, also some relics of 
Napoleon, his Waterloo saddle, fowl- 
ing>-piece, &c., are preserved here. 

Tnere is also a Picture Gallery 
(Mus^ Arlaud) in the Place de la 
Riponne, on the N. side of the 
Cathedral, containing- modem and 
ancient paintings, works of Calame, 
Diday, Cfleyre, &c. The fine sketch 
for Gleyre's well-known Hercules and 
Omphale is in a room on the ground 
floor. 

The Blind Asylum, founded by the 
late Mr. Haldimand, an English- 
man of Swiss descent, is admirably 
managed by M. Hirzel. 

The house of Gibbon, in which he 
completed the * History of the Decline 
and Fall of the Koman Empire,' is 
behind the church of St Francois. 
Both it and the garden have been 
entirely changed. The wall of the 
Hotel Gibbon occupies the site of 
his summer-house, and the berceau 
walk has been destroyed to make 
room for the garden of the hotel, but 
the terrace overlooking the lake, a 
lime and a few acacias, remain. 

" It was on the day, or rather the 
night, of the 27th or June, 1787, be- 
tween the hours of 11 and 12, that I 
wrote the last line of the last page 
in a summer-house in my garden. 
After laying down my pen, I took 
several turns in a berceau, or covered 
walk of acacias, which commands a 
prospect of the country, the lake, and 
the mountains. The air was tem- 



perate, the sky wad serene, the silver 
orb of the moon was reflected from 
the waves, and all nature was silent." 
Gibbon*s Life. 

English Church Service in the new 
EngUsh chapel on the road to Ouchy: 
Wesleyan S, in the Rue Valentin. 

The Post-office is in the Place St. 
Pran9ois, opposite H. Gibbon. The 
Telegraph-office is down the hill. 
Theodore Roussy, 7, Rue de Bourg, 
has an excellent Reading-room well 
supplied with English papers, and a 
circulating library. 

Railways to Geneva, Neuch&tel, and 
Bale ; to Fribourg and Berne (Rte. 
45), to Vevay, St. Maurice, and Brieg. 
The Stat, is below the town, on the 
road to Ouchy. 

Steamboats touch at Ouchy, the 
port of Lausanne, on their way to 
either extremity of the lake, some of 
them crossing over to Evian and Vue 
Veesa. 

Environs .•—From Lausanne to the 
E. end of the lake the sloping hills 
are almost entirely covered with 
vines. The neighbourhood is famous 
for the number and beauty of the 
walks, particularly among the Jorat 
hills, to Belmont, &c. Here, and 
throughout the wine-growing districts 
bordering the lake, strangers must 
beware of the alleys between walls 
or high hedges, which abound in 
every direction. Appearing to lead 
up a hill, or to some mvourable 
point of view, they are constantly 
closed at the end by a gate, with 
a notice against trespassers. The 
law is severely enforced against any 
one entering a vineyard without the 
owner's permission. Partial and pleas- 
ing glimpses of the lake are obtained 
from the terraces within the town, and 
from the fine boulevard of Montbenon. 
just W. of H6tel Gibbon, on the old 
road to Geneva ; but far more ex- 
tensive and beautiful prospects are 
presented from the heights above the 
town. The best spot for an exten- 
sive survey is a hiU called the Signal, 

about 2000 ft. high, 3 m. distant by 

carriage-road. By a footpath be- 

f inning with a flight of stairs on the 
, the distance l%M7e shortened. 
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The Sicnal lies nearly N., directly be- 
hind the Chateau, and has a res- 
taurant on the summit. Near it is the 
forest of Sauvabellin (SilVa Belini), 
in which it is said the Druids 
once worshipped the god Bel, and 
thence its name. There are a great 
number of country-seats in the vi- 
cinity ; that of Vemant is highly 
praised ; its grounds have the charac- 
ter of an Enelish park, with the Alps 
and the lake in addition. Mont 
Blanc is not visible from the Signal, 
but may be seen from the top of the 
Jorat, on the road to Berne, and firom 
Lea Grandes Roches, 1^ m. on that to 
Yverdon. A pleasant excursion is to 
go by rail to Chexbres ; walk N. to 
the little Lac de Bret (picnic if so dis- 
posed) ; proceed W. to the ruin of the 
square Watck-iower of Qourze for the 
sunset; descend to Cully, and back 
by rail. 

About 2 m. out of Lausanne, beyond 
the Calvaire, on the Berne road, is 
the Cemetery of Pierre de Plain, John 
Philip KewhUi the tragedian, is bu- 
ried within it. His tomb is a plain 
fiat slab, one of 9 or 10 in a row, all 
Enelish graves. The house where he 
died is CfSled Beau Site ; the planta- 
tions were all laid out by himself, 

A Celtic burial-ground has been 
discovered at Bel ^r, near Ch^seaux, 
6 m, N.W. of Lausanne. 



The Blv. to Vevey runs along the 
slope of tne Jorat, here covered with 
vineyards industriously terraced high 
up the hills. It is generally 50 to 
100 fL above the lake, and affords 
fine views. Near Vevey, the valley 



of the Bhone appears in sight, over- 
looked by the snowy peaks of the 
Dent du Midi. 



At Pully an inferior sort of coal, 
abounding in sulphur, is dug from a 
mine in the hill-side. 

1 11m. Vevey Stat. — Germ.Vivis — 
(Inns ; Grand H. de Vevey, a magnifi- 
cent hotel in extensive grounds on the 
lake outside the town, but near the sta- 
tion { fine view and healthy situation ; 
H6tel Monnet or Trois Couronnes, 
one of the best inns in Switzerland: 
charges not out of proportion with 



the comfort. JFrom Oct. 15 to 
May 1 you may live here mode- 
rately en pension. Grand Hotel du 
Lac, excellent, charming garden- 
terrace, and well-furnished house. 
These are all on the lake, first- 
class hotels. H. d'Ajigleterre ; H. 
Pension du Chateau; H. Leman— 2 
very good houses with view of the 
lake. H. Mooser, above the town ; 
Trois Hois ; Croix Blanche ; Poste ; 
du Pont, close to the station ; Faucon. 
Numerous pensions on the road along 
the shore of the lake. Place du 
Chateau, near the landing - place. 
One of the most beautifully situated 
and largest is the Pension Ketterer 
at the N. point of the bay of Clarens. 
Pension Cheminin, above the town, 
garden and fine view, well spoken 
of. There are many second-class 
pensions at 4j^ to 5 fr. 

There are 3 steamboat piers at 
Vevey. The porters have an extra- 
vagant tariff of charges for lu^age. 

[Between Iiausanne and v evey, 
is the excellent Signal Hotel oa tiie 
top of the hill.] 

Veisey^ the Boman Vihiseum, is the 
second town in Canton Vaud, and has 
7890 Inhab., chiefly Prot. It is prin- 
cipally distinguished for the exceeding 
beauty of its situation, at the mouth 
of the gorge of the Veveyse, on the 
margin of the Lake Leman, at a point 
directly opposite a range of moun- 
tains rising from the opposite shore. 
The writings of Bousseau have con- 
tributed not a little to its celebrity in 
this respect. 

Prom the beautiful walk of the 
Qmi Sina, from the shady Promenade 
du Rivage, or from the Chateau d'Hcmte- 
ville, about 2 m. N.E. of Vevey, the 
eye surveys on the E. the moun- 
tains above Chillon, Villeneuve, and 
the gorge of the Bhone, the Alps of 
the V alais, and the Dent du Midi ; 
and on the opposite shore the rocks 
of Meillerie, and the peaks of the 
Dent d*Oche. The pyramidal hill 
which seems to block the vaUey of 
the Bhone, is Mont Catogne (8461 it.), 
near Martigny. Behind it is seen 
the snowy cupola of Mont Velan^ over- 
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hangiufi^ the Grand St Bernard. Bat 
the walks in the immediate neigh- 
boarhood are somewhat dull, as the 
whole country consists of vineyards, 
siirroanded by stone walls. 

In the Oh. of St. Martin^ a Uttle 
above the town, situated amidst trees 
and vineyards, and used only in sum- 
mer (date 1438), Ludlow the regicide 
is bdried, as well as Broughton, who 
read the sentence of death to Charles J. 
They died here in exile, a price hav- 
ing been set upon their heads; and 
repeated applications were made to 
the eanton of Berne to deliver them 
up, which the government very pro- 
perly refdsed to accede to. JaujU<w*s 
house was pulled down some years ago, 
and ^e site is now occupied by the 
H. dn Lac ; he placed over his door- 
way^ this inscription — ♦* Omne solum 
forti patria." The tablet is removed 
to England. Pleasant toalkt and views 
from the gardens of Ch&tean de 1' AUe, 
open to the public Mon. Thur. FrL, 
from 10 to 12. Bousseau's favourite 
inn, the Clef, is now a Cafe, on the 
Grande Place, and still distinguished 
by the sign of the Key. 

There is a theatre At Vevey where, 
in winter, plays are acted and con- 
certs given. 

Ung. Ch, 8, on Sundays in St. Clair. 
The Rrtssian CK is worth a visit. 

Physicians, — Dr. Muret ; Dr. Fer- 
ret ; Dr. C. V. Guisan. 

Benda's Library, next door to H. 
Monnet, has a large collection of 
photographs of the Alps, books, 
music, &c. The shops at Vevey are 
gay and good. Ormond et Cie. make 
the cigars so well known in Switzer- 
land as Vevey fins and Vevey longs, 

C. Frost, watch-maker and bijou- 
tier, is in good repute here. 

Excurs/kms: — a, to the Chdteau of 
Hauteville, 1^ m. N.E., fine view and 
pretty pounds; 6, 2 J m. still hisher, 
the ancient Castle of Blonay (view from 
its terrace), which has belonged to 
the same family 700 years ; c, ascent 
of the Pleyaux or Pleiades, 4213 ft., 
about 6 m., by the Bams de VAlliaZf 
where is a cheap pension, chiefly 
patronized by Germans and Swiss; 
cf, Clarens (see below) ; e, Chillon, a 



morning drive. A pleasant path or 
char-road (first turning; L beyond La 
Tour) above the dusty highway, leads 
in 6^ m. to Montreux and Chillon. 
(The route may be varied by taking 
this upper road.) 

/. To JSchallens (9 m.) by a rly. on a 
metre gauge, running in part along 
the high-road. 

Boats at 1 fr« the hour. 

Omnibus from Vevey to Chexbres 
Stati to meet the trains from Berne 
and Fribourg. Ascent in 1^ hr. 

The toines of the neighbourhood, 
especially of the sunny district ex- 
tending hence to Lausanne, and 
called LavauXf enjoy a considerable 
reputation. The Romans are believed 
to have first planted the vine on these 
hills; and the discovery of a stone in- 
scribed ** Liber Patri Colliensi*' 
proves that thev had erected a temple 
to Father Bacchus at CoUium, a little 
vUlage now called Cully, on the mar- 
gin of the lake, between Vevey and 
Lausanne. 

A guild of high antiquity, called 
tAibaye des Vignerons, exists at Vevey 
.to promote the cultivation of the vine; 
and for this purpose it despatches 
every spring and autumn ** experts," 
to survey all the vineyards of the 
district, and upon their report it re- 
wards the most skilful and indus- 
trious vinedressers with medals and 
pruning-hooks (serpes d'honneur) 
In accordance with ancient custom, 
which is possibly a relic of pagan su- 
perstition, this society celebrates once 
in 15 or 20 years a festival called la 
FHe des Vignerons. As many as 600 or 
700 persons took part in the last 
festival, and a ballet-master of the 
French opera was employed to drill 
and instruct the rustics in dancing* 
The last anniversaries were in 1833, 
1851, and .1865. 

[The beautiful path from Vevey 
or Montreux over the Col de Jaman, 
and the road thence to Thnn, in 
Bte. 42.] 

J m. W. of Vevey is the hamlet of 
La Tour de PeUx with a pretty church- 
tower (with roadway under it) and 
castle built at the water-side in the 
13th century. Attached to this ch&;< 
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teau are 2 fOUnd towers of unknown 
antiquity, with high doorways and 
openings to the cardinal points. Peilz 
is Romande for skins ; and according 
to the legend a Crusader, on his re- 
turn from the Holy Land, finding his 
towers roofless, covered them with 
the skins of wild animals he had slain 
in the chase. 

3J m. Clarens, } hr. by rail from 
Vevey {Inns: H. et P. des Cr§tes, 
close to the stat. ; H. Bichelieu; H. 
Roy ; Hotel Roth ; P. Beausite ; 
P. d'Ermitage ; P. Moser ; P. Verte 
Rive, cheap; H. and P. Lorius), 
sentimentally described by Rousseau 
in the * Nouvelle H§loise, commands 
one of the finest views over the lake 
— the mountains of the Rhone valley 
and of the opposite shore, but was 
until lately a poor village, for less 
attractive than many of its neigh- 
bours, and it probably owed its cele- 
rity to a well-sounding name, which 
fitted it for the pages of a romance. 
It is now a clean handsome town, 
with large hotels. Twenty detached 
villas have lately been built in a sort 
•of park, and are to be let famished. 
The climate is mild, like that of the 
other villages at the E. end of the lake. 
Rousseau's admirers have puzzled 
themselves with endeavouring to iden- 
tify the localities, though he has 
himself stated that they are "gros- 
si^rement alteres." The spot on which 
the beautiful ** bosquet de Julie" is 
sought for is now a potato-field. 
"Byron, says that the trees were cut 
down by the monks of St. Bernard, 
and lavishes some unworthy and un- 
deserved abuse upon those hospitable 
ecclesiastics; but ne has forgotten to 
ask whether the bosquet really ever 
had any existence except in Rous- 
seau's imagination. Byron, indeed, 
viewed the spot with a poet's eye, 
and the exquisite beauty of the sur- 
rounding scenery, which has been 
accurately described by Rousseau, 
called up all the poet's enthusiasm 
and inspiration. 

In the ch.-yard of Clarens (fine 
view) is buried Fine*, the divine 
(d. 1847). In the same place is a 
monument by the sculptor Imhof. 



Above the village the two Chateaux of 
LeOh&telardand Les Cretes stand like 
watch-towers on two vine-clad hills. 

E. of Clarens the shore is covered 
almost continuously with houses, 
many of which are Pensions. They 
change their names and reputations 
from year to year, and it is impos- 
sible to give a complete or satisfac- 
tory classified list. The accommo- 
dation in all is good, and the prices 
are kept down by competition. The 
attractions of the scenery and cheap 
living supply a constant succession 
of visitors. In midsummer the climate 
on the shores of the lake will be found 
mild and relaxing by those who come 
from the mountains, and at this season 
the high hill-sides of Glion or X<es 
Avants will be found preferable. 
In autumn invalids are attracted by 
the "cure de raisin," a remedy of 
foreign doctors, or the "cure de 
petit lait." Of late years the winter 
climate of the head of the Liake of 
Geneva has been found to be suitable 
for consumptive patients (see p. 187). 
The first cluster of houses is Vemex- 
Montreux ; the second, on the hill, 
under Mt. Cubli, Montreux; the third, 
on the shore, Montreux-Territet. 
Then come Veytaux-Ohillon, 1. of 
the road ; the Castle of Chillon, and 
YiUeneuve. There are said to be 
altogether at least 50 Pensions and 
Hotels between Vevey and Ville- 
neuve. 

N,E. of Clarens is Mt. Cubli, and N., 
further away, the Pleiades^ fine points 
of view. 

The sloping banks of the lake give 
place beyond Clarens to steep woods 
and precipices. The road passes 
round the retired bays at their feet. 

t Vemex'Montreux Stat, Inns: H. 
du Cygne, a large first-dass hotel, 
pension, 7 fr. H. de Montreux, cdose 
to the station ; H. Suisse ; H. -Pension 
Beau Sejour, H. National, first-<ilass; 
P. Monney, P. Benet, P. Yisinand, 
well managed (6 fr.) The village of 

Montreux is seated on an eminence 
(L) above the road, at the mouth of 
a gorge descending from the Ool de 
Jaman, and with its church, a little 
apart from its houses, is much prettier 
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in itself and in its situation than 
Clarens. The neighbourhood abounds 
in Pensions long established, and much 
frequented. Among the best are the 
Pension Vautier, in the vill^e ; below 
it, on the high-road and shore, the 
H. etP. Beau-rivage. Enq, Church 8. 
A Seoteh Preshyt^an Chwrch was 
opened in 1873. Benda's Library and 
Beading-room is open daily. 

This part of the shore is sheltered 
from cold winds, and remarkable for 
its salubrity. '*The statistical re- 
searches of Sir F. dTyemois have 
shown that Montreux is the place in 
the world where there is the smallest 

Proportion of deaths and of impru- 
ent marria^s." Dr. Carrard, the 
leading physician at Montreux, speaks 
English. 

Just beyond Montreux is 
Montreux-Terrxtet (H. des Alpes, 
excellent ; pension 8 fr. Eng, Ch. S,; 
H. Mt. Fleury ; P. Mounod, good ; 
H. d'Angleterre. 

Among the numerous excursions (a 
list in the hotels) are: — ^to the Col de 
Jaman (Rte. 42) 2 hrs. ; 1 hr. more 
to the lake at the foot of the Dent de 
Jaman ; the Rochers de Naye, 4^ hrs., 
visiting the Tannaz a VOuraz (Cave of 
the Wind); the Castle of ChUlon, f hr. 

[1000 ft. or 2 m. by road above 
Montreux, on a commanding point 
of the mountain, under the Dent de 
Jaman, is the hamlet of 

Glion, (Inns : H. Victoria ; H. Rigi 
Vaudois; splendid houses, with very 
£ne view and gardens ; H. des Alpes, 
small, but comfortable; Eng. Ch. 8J) 

The ascent can now be made by a 
funicular railway which climbs the 
steep hiUside at a gradient of 3 in 5. 
The total ascent is 1000 teet. 

At the foot of the Dent de Jaman, 
2500 ft. above Montreux, is the vil- 
lage Les Avants, possessing a good 
hotel. It is reached from Clarens and 
Montreux by bad carriae;e-road in 
2 hrs. Mule-path over Got de Jaman 
to Ch&teau d*Oex. About half a mile 
above Les Avants, a path turns to 
the left, and follows up the unfre- 
quented valley of Les Verrau. From 



the Col de Soladier, which closes this 
valley, it is possible to turn to the 
left and ascend the Folly^ a round 
grass top, fringed on every side with 
pines, and commanding a fine view, 
or to climb on the right the exces- 
sively steep slopes of the Cap du 
Moine. The latter point can also be 
reached by climbing directly for it 
from the valley, without going as far 
as the col ; and the trouble of the 
climb will be well repaid. The Dent 
de Lys, still more to the west, and 
rather higher, can hardly be reached 
from this side, but can be easily 
ascended from Montbovon or Albeuve. 
It would be possible to ascend the 
Moleson from Les Avants by this Col 
de Soladier, and return, in a long 
day; but it would be advisable to 
take a guide. Finally, Les Avants 
is the best point from vrhich to start 
to climb the Rochers de Naye, Par- 
ties are often made up at the hotel, 
to start about midnight, so as to see 
the sunrise over the Oberland. The 
view from the Rochers de Naye, of 
the Oberland, and a great part of the 
Mont Blanc range, is magnificent.} 

Beyond Territet is 

^Veytaux-ChiUon Stat. (H.et Pen- 
sion Bonnivard ; P. Masson, all 
good), and close to it the picturesque 
and renowned 

Castle of Chillon, on an isolated rock, 
nearly surrounded by deep water, 
but within a stone's throw of the 
road, with which it communicates by 
a wooden bridge. It was built in 
1238 by Amadeus IV. of Savoy, and 
was long used as a state prison, where, 
among other victims, many of the 
early reformers were immured. When 
Byron, in the < Prisoner of ChiUon,* de- 
scribed the sufferings of an imaginary 
captive, he was not acquainted with 
the story of the real prisoner, Bonni- 
vard, prior of St, Victor, who, having 
rendered himself obnoxious to the 
Duke of Savoy by his exertions to 
free the Genevese from the Savoyard 
yoke, was seized by the Duke's emis- 
saries, and secretly carried off to this 
castle. It has been commonly said 
that he was here immured for 6 long 
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years in a dangeon, on a level with 
the surface of the lake; and they 
point out the ring by which he was 
attached to one of the pillars, and 
the stone floor at its base worn by 
his constant pacing to and fro, but 
there is reason to believe he was not 
treated with such severity. Byron 
afterwards wrote the scmnet on Bon- 
nivard, from which the following lines 
are taken: — 

'ChillonI thy prison is a holy place, 

And thy sad floor an altar ; for 'twas trod 

Until his very steps have left a traee 
Worn, as if the cold pavement were a sod, 

ByBonnivardI May none those marlis efface I 
For they appeal from tyranny to God." 

At length, in 1536, the Swiss wrested 
the Pays de Vaud from Charles IIL 
of Savoy. Chillon was the last 
place which held out for him; but 
an army of 7000 Bernese besieg- 
ing it by land, while the galleys of 
the Genevese assaulted it oy water, 
soon compelled it to surrender, and 
Bonnivard, with other captives, was 
set free. The changes which had 
occurred during the years of his im- 
prisonment almost realised the legend 
of the Seven Sleepers. He had left 
Geneva a Koman Catholic state, and 
dependent on the Duke of Savoy; he 
found her free, and a republic, openly 
professing the Reformed faith. 

The castle is now converted into a 
magazine for military stores ; but the 
interior of the building is well pre- 
served and the chapel particularly in- 
teresting. Straneers are shown the 
potence, a beam, Tblack with age, to 
which the criminal was hung, and the 
hole in the wall through which his body 
was thrust into the lake, here some 500 
ft. deep ; the Torture Chamber^ with a 
wooden pillar scored by the holi iron; 
the Oubliette, a frightful place; a trap- 
door, which shut out the light, and 
then a small spiral staircase of three 
steps, where the prisoner found no 
fourth step, and was precipitated to a 
depth of 80 feet upon lar^ knives. 
The dungeon of Bonnivard is airy and 
spacious, consisting of two aisles, al- 
most like the crypt of a church; its 
floor and one side are formed by the 
living rock, and it is lighted by several 



windows, through which the sun's light 
passes by reflection from the surface 
of the lake up to the roof, transmitting 
partly also the blue colour of the 
waters. Formerly it was subdivided 
into small cells by partition walls 
between the piUars. Byron's name, 
on. one of the pillars, is a forgery: 
those of Shelley. Dickens, H. R 
Stowe, &C., are genuine : bat the 
name of Byron is far more lastingly 
associated with the spot. 

It is by this oastle that Bousseau 
has fixed the catastrophe of his He- 
loise, in the rescue of one of her chil- 
dren by Julie from the water; the 
shock of which, and the illness pro- 
duced by the immersion, are the cause 
of her death. 

Between Chillon and Yilleneuve, 
10 minutes' walk from eith^, and a 
little above the lake, stands the MM 
Byron, a large and well-managed hotel 
and pension. There are many de- 
lightful walks and rides in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The road to the hotel, from the 
VUleneuve Stat., crosses the rly. 
b^ a bridge, alongside which the 
nvulet Tini^e is conveyed in an 
aqueduct. The thickness of the delta 
formed by this little stream, throuf^ 
which the rly. passes in a cutting, 
has attracted the notice of scientific 
observers. Not only has the entire 
delta been deposited by that rivulet, 
but it has alsobeen equably deposited, 
as may be seen by the regularity 
exhibited in the rly. section. 

^VilleneuveStat, (Ttms: H. de Ville, 
on the lake, H. Victoria, at the stat.) 
is an ancient walled town of 1480 
Inhab. {Pennilucus of the BomansX 
situated under the Soohera de Naye, 
6693 ft., at the £. extremity of the 
lake, where the road quits its borders 
to enter the valley of the Rhone. [Ilie 
nearest rte. from the lake of Geneva to 
ChAteau d'Oex is from Yilleneuve by 
the Coldes Chaudes, or Col de la Tini^re, 
S. of the Bochers de Naye, which may 
be ascended (Rte. 42). j 

About a mile from Yilleneuve lies 
a small island, the He de Paix^ one 
of three in the lake: it is thus men- 
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tioned by Byron in the * Prisoner of 
ChiUon:'— 

" And then there was a little isle. 
Which in my very face di4 smile. 

The only one in view ; 
A small green isle, it seem'd no more. 
Scarce broader than my dnngeon-floor; 
Bat in it there were three tall trees, 
And o'er it blew the mountain-breeze, 
And by it there were waters flowing. 
And on it there were young flowers growing. 

Of gentle breath and hue." 

The three trees still flourish there. 
The valley of the Bhone opens 
with scenery of great grandeur, the 
mountains being varied and highly 
picturesque. The river flows througn 
a flat alluvial deposit, but drainage 
and other improvements have redeena- 
ed it from the state of a barren and 
unwholesome morass. The encroach- 
ments of the land, even within the 
period of historical record, have been 
very great Port Valais, Partus Val- 
ksioeoi the Komans, in their time 
stood on the margin of the lake, but 
is now more than a mile and a half 
inland. The Bhone itself rushes 
along in sunmier burdened with mud, 
very unlike the torrent of azure and 
crystal which bursts out of the lake at 
Geneva. Upon this plain, at the mouth 
of the valley, Pivico, the first Hel- 
vetian chief mentioned in history, de- 
feated, ,B.c. 107, the Koman forces 
under Lucius Cassius, slaying their 
general and compelling his army to 
pass under the. yoke. 

The top of the mountain above Tvome 
was thrown down by an earthquake, 
1584. One of the best white wines of 
Switzerland now grows on the slope. 
It is worth while to go out at 
night and see the process of catching 
trout in the torrents, affluents of the 
Khone, by means of a lantern and 
spear. 

Tlie Winter Befuges on the Shores of 
Lake Leman. 

Since 1840 medical men and in- 
valids have discovered that the N. 
shores of the Lake of Geneva, from 
Vevey nearly to Villeneuve, including 
Clarens, Montreux Territet, Veytaux, 
&c., offer a sheltered region for winter 
and spring, which, owing to the com- 



plete protection afforded from N. and 
E. v^nds by a chain of mountains 
3000 to 5000 ft. high, which hem in 
these sunny slopes, is peculiarly well 
suited for those labouring under chest 
comnlaints. The nnml^r of winter 
residents, one-half being English and 
Americans, who flock hither every 
year to profit by the mild climate, 
varies from 2000 to 3000. At the 
English Ch, service at Montreux or 
Vevey it is not uncommon to find 
congregations of 500. The winter is 
short and dry. . On clear days the 
sun is very powerful, and its effect 
is increased Dy reflection from the 
lake. The nights, however, are very 
coldf so that the average winter tem- 
perature, December, January, and 
f'ebruary, is as low as that of London. 
To accommodate this foreign colony, 
hotels and pensions almost without 
number have been provided, and the 
charges en pension are very moderate. 



ROUTE 66. 

VILLENEUVE TO BRIEG, BY MAKTIGNY 
tGOROE OF THE TRIENT].--EAIL. 

Miles. 
Villeneiive to 

Bex ...... 15 

St Maurice . , , , — 

MartignyStat . . • 26 

' Sion . . . • • . 44 

Sierre 63i- 

Visp 72 

Brieg 78 

This rly. opens direct communi- 
cation from Paris by Lausanne to the 
foot of the Simplon. 

Villeneuve^ in Rte. 55. Thence the 
rly. ascends the valley of the Bhone, 
passing partly through fields, over- 
shadowed by walnut-trees: the views 
up the ravines to the 1. are fine. 

JRoche Stat, For the pass to Cha- 
teau d*Oex, see Bte. 42. 

Aigle Stat. (Inns: H. and Pension 
Beau Site, by the stat., handsome and 
moderate, Mon S^our; H. Victoria, 
and others. On an eminence outside 
the village is H. des Bains, an enor- 
mous hydropathic establishment and 
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Pension. Aigle, 1375 ft., 3400 
Inhab.) consists of a quaint Tillage 
with mediaeval castle, now the prison. 
It is the ancient Aquileia, and is on 
the torrent Grande Eau. 2 m. S. 
are the black marble quarries of St 
Triphon, and above Sepey the lovely 
Val des Ormonts. There is a road 
from Aigle by Sepey to Ch&teau 
d*Oex (Rte. 47). 

OlUm St Triphon Stat Near this 
rises out of the marshes of the Rhdne 
a square mediaeval tower^ 60 ft. high, 
entered by external stairs. It was 
probably a beacon or watch-tower. 
This is the stat. for Monthey and 
Ghamp^ry, but seems to have no 
carriages. 

Bex Stat (pronounced Bay), Inns: 
rUnion; Grand H. des Bains; BeUe- 
vue, on the road to the stat. with 
beautiful view, — ^all three good. Grand 
Hotel des Salines, about i m. from 
the villf^, in its own grounds. These 
houses comprise pensions and esta- 
blishments of baths, supplied with 
salt water from the salt-works. 4^ 
fr. a day for not less than a week, 
3 fr. in winter for not less than a 
month— Pension des Etrangers; Pen- 
sion Grochet sous Vends, recom- 
mended, moderate. Guides, horses, 
and carriages. 1 -horse or 2-horse 
carr. to Aigle, 6 fr. 10 fr.; to Salines 
Devens, 5, 7 ; Freni^re or Les Plans, 
11, 16; Gryon, 12, 20; Ghamp^y, 
16, 26 ; Sepey, 14, 22 ; Hdtel des 
Biablerets, 33. At times the mosquito 
is very annoying. 

' Bex et ses Environs par E. Ram- 
bert ' is a useful local guide. 

Bex, a town of 4000 Inhab., is 
beautifully situated at the mouth of 
the valley of the Aven9on, in view of 
the Dent de Morcles and Dent du 
Midi, but is chiefly remarkable for 
its Salt Mines and Salt Works, which 
date from the 16th century. For 
many years they belonged to a mer- 
chant family of Augsburg named 
Zobel, but they are now the property 
of the canton. Down to 1823 the 
springs alone famished the salt, and 
they were gradually failing, when M. 
Gharpentier suggested the plan of 
driving shafts and galleries into the 



mountain. The result was the dis- 
covery of a laree and rich vein of 
rock-salt, which has been traced 
4000 ft. and for a height of 600 ft, 
varying in thickness from 2 to 50 ft.; 
and the annual produce is now aug- 
mented to 57,000 cwts., but it is pro- 
cured at a much greater cost than at 
Schweizerhall near Bale. Strangers 
commonly pay a visit to the mines, 
which are situated about 3 m. off in 
the valley of La Grionne. A car- 
riage-road leads through beautiful 
scenery to the boiling-houses and 
evaporating-sheds at Xes Devens. 
Hence you ascend on foot to the 
mtn«, which you enter with a g^de. 
The salt is obtained either from the 
springs, six or seven of which, of 
various degrees of strength, burst 
forth in the interior, or from the 
rock-salt, which, after being extracted 
by the help of gunpowder, is broken 
into pieces, thrown into large reser- 
voirs, called dessaloirs, and were dis- 
solved. Each reservoir is usually filled 
with water 3 times. The 2 first solu- 
tions (lessivages) furnish a liquor with 
25 or 26 per cent, of salt; the 3rd is 
much weaker, having only 5 or 6 
per cent. The brine, either from the 
sources or from these reservoirs, con- 
taining above 20 per cent, of salt, 
is conveyed in pipes made of fir- 
wood to the bouing-house (maison 
de cuite); that whicn is less strong 
must be subjected to the process of 
graduation in the long buildings or 
sheds, open at the sides, which are 
passed at B^vieux and Devens. These 
evaporating-houses, or maisons de gra- 
duation, are filled to the roof with 
fagots of thorn-wood, over which the 
salt water, after being raised by 

Sumps, is allowed to trickle drop by 
rop. The separation of the water 
in passing through colanders, and 
its exposure to tne atmosphere as 
it falls, produce rapid evaporation 
while the gypsum dissolved in it ad- 
heres to the twigs, and crystallixes 
around them. The water is made 
to ascend and descend several times, 
becoming stronger each time, and at 
length is brought to the condition of 
saturatecli It^^y v&kjfe^ ite)iling. It 
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will easily be perceived how much 
fuel is thus spared by not subjecting 
the weak solution to the fire at firsts 

The principal mines are those called 
Zes Ibndemens and Le Bouillet; the 
latter contains a gallery driven hori- 
zontally for 6636 ft., 7^ ft. high 
and 5 ft. wide. At 400 ft. from its 
entrance is the round reservoir, 80 ft. in 
diameter and 10 ft. deep, excavated in 
the rock, without any support to its 
roo£ In it the weak water is col* 
lected. A little farther on is another 
irregular reservoir, 7933 ft. in extent, 
supported by pillars, and destined to 
hold the stronger brine fit for the 
salt-pans without undergoing any 
intermediate process. 

Many beautiful minerals are ob- 
tained from these salt-mines — such 
as very clear crystals of selenite, 
muriacite, anhydrite, &c. 

The neighbourhood of Bex abounds 
in pensions and little mountain Inns, 
where fine scenery, pure air, and 
tolerable living are obtained at a 
very cheap rate. Montchalet, 1^ ra., 
on the way to the salt-works. Pension 
Me^lan-Girod at ^rena«re, the Ch&let 
Amignet at Chesi^e, the house of 
Madame Rosen at OlUm, all deserve 
to be mentioned. At Villard, 2 hrs. 
above Bex, are comfortable Inns (H. 
Grand Moveran ; Yillard ; Bellevue) 
and pensions, all commanding a noble 
view of the valley and adjacent peaks, 
and surrounded by sloping meadows 
and pinewoods, wmch i^ord charming 
and easy walks. 

[Many interesting expeditions may 
be made. One of these, by the Col de 
la Croix (5 hrs.) to les Bes, and the 
H. des Diablerets, at the head of the 
Val des Ormonts (6 hrs.), passes 
Orion (2} hrs.), where there is a rustic 
Tnn (Croix Blanche), and near Villard, 
An excellent carriage-road leads to 
Grion. 

Another interesting excursion of 
10 hrs. is to the Col de Cheville (Rte. 
58), at the foot of the Diablerets, 
through Grion, returning from An- 
zeindaz by a path (due S.) round the 
Argentine, by the chalets of La Y arre, 
the Pont de Nant and Les Plans. 
Zes Flans, a village below the Grand 



Moveran, in the deep valley between 
that mountain and the Argentine, is. 
one of the most beautiful spots in 
the neighbourhood ; by carriage-road 
from Ax, 2i hrs. It has a modest 
Inn, a la M^re Girod, and several 
pensions. Eor the mountaineer there 
are the Dent de Morcles and Grand 
Moveran. Christ at Les Plans is a 
good guide. 

The Dent de Morcles, 9639 ft., com- 
manding one of the finest views in tho 
Alps, may be ascended in about 7 hrs. 
from Les Plans. 4 hrs. to the Glacier 
de Martinet (which in itself is worth 
an excursion) ; 2 hrs.' scramble up 
a couloir on the S. side, called the 
Grandvire, and 1 hr. more to the 
summit, the eastern of two wild crags 
or teeth. See also p. 190. 

The Grand Moveran, 10,043 ft., is 
approached also from Les Plans, but 
at the chalets of Nant, the climber 
turns up the mountain and gains the 
ridge between the Grand and Petit 
Moveran. He descends on the other 
side and scales the summit from 
theE. 

To the W. of Bex, beyond Monthey, 
lies the Val d'lUiez, with hotel and 
pension at Champ^ry below the Dent 
du Midi (Rte. 144).] 

The Railway, leaving Bex, ap- 
proaches the Rhone, ana crossing it 
joins the Savoy Rly. from Bouveret 
(Rte. 57), near a spot where the val- 
ley is almost closed by a barrier of 
mountains. 

" Jouraeyinff ujnrard by the Rhone, 
That there came down a torrent from the Alps, 
I entered where a key unlocks a kingdom : 
The mountams closing, and the road, the river 
Filling the narrow pass." Rogers. 

The Bailtoay has now to be added to 
these to complete the scene presented 
to the traveller at the old Bridge of St. 
Maurice, which spans the rapid river 
with one bold arch 70 ft. wide, leaning 
for support on the E. side upon the 
Dent ae Morcles, and on the W. upon 
the Dent du Midi, whose bases are 

fmshed so far forward as barely to 
eave room for the river. 

The bridge, erroneously attributed 
to the Romans, is not older than the 
15th century, but may possibly rest 
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on Roman foundations. It unites the 
Canton Vaud with the Canton Yalais; 
and a ?ate at one end, now removed, 
formeny served to close the passage: 
a circumstance alluded to in the lines 
of Bogers. Fortifications were erected 
hy the Swiss in 1832 and 1847, above 
the road, to defend the pass. 

The Railway is carried past the old 
bridge through a tunnel to 

St. Maurice Junct, Stat., where the 
Vaudois line joins the Ligne d'ltalie 
Bly., which is to connect Geneva 
with the Simplon pass by the S. side 
of the lake (see Bte. 57). Now 
open from Bouveret to Brleg. Pas- 
sengers have to change carriages. St. 
Maurice is not a place to stop at, as 
there are far better inns at Bex. 

N.B. — ^In taking tickets at Mar- 
tigny or St. Maurice for Vevey, un- 
less you specify "par Bex" you will 
be sent to Bouveret, and thence, " par 
le Lac," by steamer. 

[Omnibus from the station to the 

Baths of Lavey, H m., close to the 
Rhone, under the Bent de Morcles. 
These baths, built, 1836, over a 
sulphureous spring discovered in the 
river-bed, have been much improved. 
Spray baths, &c, have been in- 
troduced ; the fare is good, and the 
establishment superintended by an 
accomplished physician, Dr. Cossy. 
The water is said to be the hottest 
In Switzerland, 125° Fahr. at the 
source, and to owe its healing proper- 
ties to free nitrogen.] 

[Higher on the mountain-side, 10 
min. above the village of Morcles, 
3816 ft., is the HStelrPermon DaiUy, 
comfortable, with a splendid view of 
Mt. Blanc. The Dent de Morcles can 
be ascended from this side.] 

St. Maurice Stat. Passengers change 
carriages here. {Inns : H, Crisogono, 
good ; Des Alpes.) A town of 1650 
Inhab., occupying the site of the Ro- 
man Agaunutn. It owes its present 
name to the tradition that the Theban 
Leeion under the command of St. 
Maurice, suffered martyrdom here by 
order of Maximian, a.d. 302, because 
they refused to serve against their 
feUow-Christians in Gaul. 

The Mbey, the oldest Christian 



foundation among the Alps, estab- 
lished in the 4th century, endowed 
by Sigismund, King of Burgundy, 
was for many centuries one of the 
most celebrated of abbeys, and the 
town itself was the capitol of one of 
the Burgundian kingdoms. In the 
Treasury, not shown without special 
permission, are preserved an agate 
cameo cup of antique Greek art, and a 
bottle or ampoule of Saracenic work- 
manship, presented by Charlemagne ; 
a crosier of gold, in the shapeof a spire, 
the niches of it filled with figures an 
inch high, most elaborately worked ; 
a chalice, given by Bertha, Queen of 
Burgundy, 950 a.d. The Ch. was 
much damaged by fire in the 17th cent, 
and has been badly restored, but the 
tower is unaltered, and several Roman 
inscriptions are built into its walls. 

On the face of the precipice c^posite 
the station, high up on a ledge, is tie 
little Hermitage of Notre JDame de Sat 
(of the rock), approached by a flight 
of 410 steps. It is worth a visit 
for the view. Lower down, on the 
road, is the Chapel of VeroUiaz, said to 
be raised on the precise spot of the 
massacre of the Theban legion, and 
covered with rude frescoes. 
• Another curiosity is the Chrotte des 
F€es in the limestone rooks above the 
bridge andch&teau. It is the ancient 
channel of a stream which once flowed 
through the mountain, and in 700 yds. 
leads to a large cavern, in which there 
is a thundering fail of water, a small 
lake, and a boat 

Beyond St. Maurice the rly. tra- 
verses the scene of a catastrophe 
in 1835. In the autumn a vio&nt 
storm of rain burst on the Dent du 
Midi, and brought down a torrent of 
mud near Evionnaz, which flowed 
down the valley for some distance, 
floating on its surface huge boulder- 
rocks, covering the high road for 
900 ft., and overwhelming fields and 
orchards, and some few houses. No 
lives were lost, as the slow progress 
of the current allowed every one time 
to remove out of its way. The 
wretched hamlet Evionnaz 'occupies 
the site of an old town, Epauntam^ 
destroyed by a similar mud-torrent 
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in 563. The Ely. now skirting a 
precipice close above the Rhone, 
comes 1. upon the very fine Waterfall 
of the Salanfe. 

6^ m. Vemayaz Stat (1530 ft.), 
about 1^ m. from the Falls, and 1 m. 
from the Trient. (Inns: *H. des 
Gorges du Trient, a handsome house 
close to the Trient; H, des Alpes.) 
Vemayaz h 3 m. from Martigny, and 
it is well worth while to stop there 
and see the Gorge and the Waterfall, 
and then walk or drive on to Mar- 
tigny. 

[ Waterfall of the Salanfe^ descends 
into the valley of the Ehone out of a 
narrow ravine (IJ m. walk rt. of the 
Stat.), its source rising in the fissured 
sides of the Dent du Midi The per- 
pendicular descent of the stream is 
about 280 ft, but the final leap of the 
cascade not more than 120 ft. It is a 
fine object, both from its volume and 
height, visible from a considerable dis- 
tance up and down. It is best seen on 
a sunny morning before 12 o'clock, 
virhen the iris hovers over it. 

1 m. 1. of the Stat., another stream, 
the Trientf descending from the Tete 
Noire, issues out of a singular rent 
in the side of the valley called Les 
Gorges du Trient, At tne entrance 
the H6tel des Gorges, where tickets 
(1 fr.) may be taken admitting to a 
wooden gallery from which travellers 
can obtain a good view of the chasm, 
and of its depths worn smooth and 
hollow by the force of the water. 
Sy all means visit it. It may be 
compared with the Gorge of Pfaffers, 
being longer, but not so deep. The 
g^aUery extends i mile up the chasm, 
-which leaves the mountain-side 5 or 6 
m. further,- but is inaccessible. The 
Gorge and the Fall may be seen in 2 
or 3 hrs. 

Carriages, guides, and horses can 
be had for the beautiful car-path to 
Chamonix by the valley of the Trient. 
From Vemayaz the path mounts in 52 
zigzags through meadows and under 
chestnuts to Salvan (1 hr.) (H. and P. 
du Gorges ; , H, de Salvan). Near it 
are the Gorges du Triage, with bridge 
(100 ft. high) and a gallery like that 
of the Trient. Finhaut (2 hrs.) (P. du 



Bel Oiseau ; du Mt. Blanc) with most 
beautiful view on the L of Val de 
TSte Noire, Glacier du Trient; on 
the rt. of Le Pdron and Bel Oiseau; 
in front of the Buet and Aigs. Rouges. 
A little beyond the village, Mont Blano 
is seen. From Finhaut to the junc- 
tion with the road of the T§te Noire 
at Ckdtelard (H. Royal) in 1 hr. (see 
Rte. 141). 

The Dent du Midi can be ascended 
from Vemayaz, by following the 
Salanfe to its source in the snow- 
fields, under the eastern face of the 
mountain. Up to Salvan the path is 
the same as tor the Chamonix val- 
ley, it then diverges to the right 
through some beautiful woods. The 
upper course of the stream is a series 
of wild cataracts, in a deeply-cut 
bed. The last chalets, just under 
the tawny crags of the Dent du Midi, 
are situated in the midst of beautiful 
level pastures, through which the 
stream ripples quietly. Here a guide 
may be procured for the final ascent, 
if one has not been taken already at 
Vernayaz. The climb over the broken 
screes is excessively steep and hot; 
and it would be better policy to climb 
the mountain from Champery, and 
descend upon Vemayaz.] 

On the outskirts of Martigny, upon 
a commanding rock, rises the castle 
of Za BatMaz (irreverently likened by 
the late Albert Smith to " an insol- 
vent lighthouse ") formerly a strong- 
hold of the archbishops of Sion. The 
chg,teau was built by Peter of Savoy 
in the 13th cent., but the tower is one 
of the Round towers of Switzerland, of 
unknown age, and of such strength 
that it has survived the many attacks 
made upon the castle, both before and 
after the invention of gunpowder. 
Some soldiers of Napoleon's army 
broke the entrance into the ground 
chamber in 1800. The river Branse 
passes out into the Rhone, between 
La Bathiaz and 

Martigny (Hotels: H. Clerc, excel- 
lent; H. du Mont Blanc, good and 
reasonable; H. de TAigle, at the 
station). Eng, Church S. 

Martigny (Octodurum of the Ro- 
mans) consists of two parts— the one 
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situated on the rly., the other, Bourg 
de Martigny, more than a mile distant 
up the valley of the Dranse. Its 
position on the road of the Simplon, 
at the termination of those from the 
SL Bernard and Chamonix, renders 
it the constant resort of travellers. 
The landscape is imposing : a flat, 
open valley nordered hy mountains 
of great boldness, but the place is 
plagued with mosquitos in summer. 
It is a small town of no prepos- 
sessing appearance, about 1600 ft. 
above the sea, placed near the spot 
where the Rhone receives the Dranse, 
a torrent by which Martigny itself 
and the village of Bourg de Mar- 
tigny have been twice nearly de- 
stroyed, in 1545 and in 1818. Marks 
of the last inundation (Rte. 136) are 
still visible on the walls of many of 
the houses ; and the massive con- 
struction of the lower walls of the 
post-house is desippied to protect it 
trom the effects of similar catastrophes. 
The ch. has a large new organ, on 
which there are performances during 
the season, The Bridge is one of the 
finest specimens of the Swiss covered 
wooden bridges, with the arch above 
the roadway. The monks of St. Ber- 
nard have here their head-quarters in 
a convent, from which the members 
stationed on the Great St Bernard 
are relieved at intervals. The mona- 
stery of the Great St. Bernard is a 
journey of 10 hours from hence. 
(Bte. 135.) From Martigny to the 
Salknche Waterfall and Gorge of the 
Trient, near Vernayaz Stat. (3 m.), 
see above, j ^ 

[The valley of Chamonix may bo 
reached in 6 or 7 hours by the Col 
de Balme, or in about 5 hrs. by the 
Tete Noire'(Bte. 141), now a carriage- 
road. The Forclaz, with a most beau- 
tiful view, is an easy walk of 2^ hrs.] 

[From Martieny, or Sembranchier, 
in the valley of the Dranse, an easy 
and interesting excursion may be 
made to the summit of the Pierre 
a Voir (8124 ft.), a mountain in the 
range between the valley of the Khone 
and the Val de Bagnes, 5^ hrs. to ride 
up, 3 hrs. down. The descent to 



Saxon may be made in sledges (tramr 
eaux) which are kept for the par- 
pose. Two persons sit in a sledge; 
a guide acts as horse and runs down 
with it over the grass. It is an amusing 
and perfectly safe way of makin? the 
descent. An Inn (closed) has been 
built near the summit. There is a 
good mule-path all the way. The 
panoramic view from the top is ex- 
ceedingly grand and comprehensive. 
Guide, 8 fr. ; mule, 8 fr . It can be as- 
cended equally well, if not better, 
from Saxon les Bains or ChaUes 
(Rte. 136).J 

At Martieny the Rhone makes an 
abrupt bend, forming nearly a right 
angle. For many miles aoove the 
town, the bottom of the valley throi^h 
which it flows is a flat swamp, ren- 
dered desolate and unwholesome by 
the overflowings of the Rhone and its 
tributaries, which, not being carried 
off by a suflicient declivity in. their 
beds, stagnate, and exhale an in- 
jurious malaria under the rajs of a 
burning sun, and generate gnats not 
much inferior to mosquitos. Tra- 
vellers do not suffer from the malaria, 
but the inhabitants of the valley are 
dreadfully afflicted with goitre (§ 18), 
cretinism, and aj^e; and the appear- 
ance of decrepitude, deformity, and 
misery arrests the traveller's attention 
at every step. A tolerable wine, called 
Coquempin, is grown upon the hills; 
the low flats produce little except 
rushes, rank erass, and alders. The 
mountains which here bound the val- 
ley have a bare and desolate aspect. 

Saoson les Bains Stat. (Inns: H. 
des Bains; H. des Yalais; H. des 
Alpes, close to the stat., good and 
moderate), a watering-place at the 
foot of the Pierre a Voir. The 
Springs contain iodine and bromine. 

Biddes Stat S. the Col de Verbier, 
also called Col d'Etablon, to Chables 
in the Val de Bagnes. After crossing 
the Rhone the Railroad passes the 
footpath leading to the JOiablerets 
and Col de Ch^ville (Rte. 58). 

[Hence the Hard de Cry (9698 f t. , 
on the N. side of the valley, may be as- 
cended. ^U^ wj^ytjve^ of a deplor- 
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able accident on Feb, 28th, 1864. A 
Rassian gentleman, M. Boissonet, and 
Mr. Gosset, with 4 guides, including 
Joseph Bennen, started for its ascent. 
The party had easily arrived at a 
point within 400 ft. of the summit, 
when the snow-field on which they 
were crossing diagonally gave way 
above them. The avalanche hurried 
downward, bearing the party with 
it Daring the descent Mr. Gosset 
was once overwhelmed, then found 
himself again on the surface; lastly, 
when the motion ceased, after a 
descent of 1000 ft., he was again 
buried and was fast suffocating. The 
snow " regelated," to use the modem 
term, that is to say, compacted 
itself into ice (See Introd., § 12) 
around him. His hands and wrists 
were fortunately disengaged. With 
failing powers he contrived to scratch 
away enough ice to admit air to 
his mouth. Three guides were hap- 
pily uninjured, and they saw and re- 
leased him ; but M. Boissonet lay 
dead on one side, and poor Bennen 
on the other, both deep below the 
snow. Thus perished Bennen, one 
of the best of Swiss guides; the com- 
panion of Prof. Tyndall, and of many 
members of the Alpine Club, and the 
leader in numerous first ascents of 
Peaks and Passes.} 

Ardon Stat., at the mouth of the 
Vale of the Lizeme. Here are iron- 
works. 

Sion Stat, — Germ. Siften — Inns : 
Poste, H. du Midi ; good. It com- 
mands a fine view. There is a com- 
fortable ;>tfnjton 2 min. walk from Sion, 
kept by Madame Muston (Protestant). 
Sion (Pop. 1871) has no less than 
three Castles, which ?ive the town a 
picturesque and feuaal aspect from 
a distance. Those who have time 
may ascend in 20 min. to the highest 
of the three, Tourbillon, seen on the 
1. in advancing from Martign^, built 
1492, for many years the bishop*s 
residence, but now a ruin. ^ It com- 
mands a fine view ; the high peak 
seen beyond Sierre is the Bietsch- 
hom. The Dent Blanche above 
E^volena is also visible. The castle 
IStmtz.^ 



called Vakria, standing on the 
southern rock, serves as a Catho- 
lic seminary. It contains the old ch. 
of St. Catherine, and some old fres- 
coes. In the town below, is the Old 
Cathedral, a mixture of Roman- 
esque and of Early Pointed archi- 
tecture, which has, or had until very 
lately, escaped the hand of the re- 
storer. Among the objects worth 
notice are a very perfect roodloft of 
the 13th cent. Close to it is the 
modem Bishop's Palace. The third 
castle, called MajoHa, from the majors, 
or ancient governors of the Valais, its 
first occupants, was burnt in 1788 by 
a conflagration which destroyed the 
greater part of the town. In the 
Jesuits? concent is a collection illus- 
trating the natural history of the 
Valais. It includes a lynx, killed 
near Sion. 

La Tow de Force, a prison contain- 
ing the condemned cells, and the Bue 
du Chateau, the place of execution, 
resembling the base of a tower, remind 
one of the past histoiy of Sion. The 
latter is close to the rly., on the rt. 
going up the valley. 

Sion contains 4900 Inhab., almost 
all Rom. Cath., and is the capital of 
the Valais (Latin Vallesia, Germ. 
Wains') — one of the poorest cantons 
in Switzerland. It was formerly a 
flourishing country, as the ruins of 
the numerous castles and the remains 
of former splendour at Sion, Brieg, 
and Visp attest. Its bishops were, 
from the 10th century, also Counts 
of Wallis, holding directly from the 
emperor, and were engaged in fre- 
quent struggles with their neigh- 
bours the Counts of Savoy ; and at the 
commencement of the 16th century 
Matthew Schinner, Bp. of Sion, was 
a powerful prince, whose alliance was 
courted by the sovereigns of Europe — 
principally, it is true, for the sake of 
procuring the services of the 40,000 
Swiss, men-at-arms he is said to have 
had at his disposal. The ancient limit 
of Wallis was a league below Sion, 
but Martigny and Val de Bagnes fell 
under the oishop's jurisdiction in 
1475. Wallis proper^^cft^ fei^f^t? 
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7 districts (zehnten), which send re- 
presentatives to a **landrath'* at 
Sion, presided over by a ♦* landbaupt- 
mann, who was second only to the 
bishop. Val d'Heremence and d*H^- 
rens were outside this system, and 
had governors appointed by the 
" landrath," a fact of some interest 
in reference to the theory of their 
inhabitants belonging to a distinct 
and conquered race. 

The Hospital, under the care of the 
Soeurs de Charite, contains many vic- 
tims of ffoitre and cretinism. 

1 hr.^ walk from Sion is the 
curious Hermitage of Zongeborgne, out 
out of the rock which overhangs the 
torrent. 

[S. of Sion the VaJ d'Herens stretches 
far into the main-chain of the Alps 
(Rte. 131), and enables the traveller 
to take a pleasanter road to Zermatt 
than that by the Bhone vaUey — ^by 
Evolena, 16 m. (post carriage daily), 
St. Luc, Griiben and St. Miklaus, a 
4 days' ride. (Btesv 129, 130.) 

Mule-path to Bex, by the Col do 
CheviUe (Bte. 58), and to Gsteig or 
Lenk (for Xhun) by the Sanets<£ or 
Bawyl passes (Rtes. 41, 39).] 
St. Leonard Stat, 

Granges Stat, The village, with 
a ruined castle, is seen beyond the 
broad bed of the Bhone. 

Sierre Stat^^Germ. Siders-^(^Inns : 
Bellevue ; Poste, good). 

Carriage to Vissoye, 10 fr. ; horse 
to Vissoye or St. Luc, 8 fr. A 
horse to Zermatt, by St. Luc and 
Gruben, 60: fr. To Lenk ; by the 
£awyl Pass, 11 hrs., guide 12 fr. 

Mt, Bonvin, or Sex de Bomjin, on the 
N. side of the valley, commands a 
view of Mt. Blanc. It is easily as- 
cended. 

[A steep path leads to the Baths 
of Leuk, turning out of the post- 
road before reaching the bridge over 
the Bhone. (Rte. 37.)] 

[Opposite Sierre is the narrow 
opening of the Val d'Anniviers or 
Einfisch Thai (Bte. 130). By it is 
a pleasant route to Zermatt (Rte. 
129).] 

[The high-road, now little used, 
after crossing the Rhone, and, wind- 



ing for some distance through the 
PfynerWald, a wild, romantic district 
of pine-covered hillocks, formerly in- 
fested by brigands, passes, at the 
mouth of the gorge of the Dala, the 
picturesque town of Leuk (Rte. 37). 
To the rt., behind a sandy slope, is 
the gulf called Illgrciben, and in the 
valley the hamlet of Fingct or 

Pfyn (ad fines) on the boundary 
between the German language, which 
prevails above, as far as the source 
of the Bhdne, and the French, which 
is spoken below. 

The railroad continues along the 
base of the mountains on the rt 
bank of the Rhone, traversing many 
cuttings and 2 timnels, and passing 
along richly cultured slopes to 
Salgesch Stat, 

The Bhone and the Dala are both 
crossed before reaching 

Lettk'Susten Stat, (H. de la; Souste, 
good). Here travellers ^et out fer 
Leukerbad and the Gemmi. Omnibis 
once a day to Leukerbad; 
The line runs along the L bank to 
Turtman(¥rench. Tourtemagnef csXitA 
by the Bomans Turris Tamenica^ from 
a round tower, in which, according to 
tradition, much earlier inhabitants 
worshipped Bel or the Sun (?). A 
chapel to the Virgin now occupies the 
site).— r/nrw; Soleil; Lion, ^oor) 15 
minutes^ walk behind the inn is a 
Cascade of considerable volume, and a 
height of 150 ft. The neighbourhood 
is overspread with marshes and 
stagnant pools^ and the road was fre- 
quently flooded by the swollen Rhone. 
This portion of the Bhone vallejr ap- 
pears to have been devastated withm 
the last two centuries : the tendency 
of the bed of the river being constantly 
to rise, owing to the quantity of de- 
tritus brought down vtrith its waters. 
Advantage has been taken of the 
rly. embankment to make it serve for 
many miles, between Susten and 
Brieg, the purpose of a dyke. The 
Federal Government, have employed 
the best engineers in correcting the 
river drainage, so that there is good 
reason to hope that the valley may 
recover the prosperity descritied br 
old travel^^^y^Jl^^wild gor^ 
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behind the village leads np to a 
magnificent forest at the entrance 
of the Turtman Thai (Rte. 129), and 
by a bridie-path to the little inn 
at Zmeiden. Glacier-passes to the 
Eggischhorn, Lauterbrunnen, and 
Kandersteg, from the opposite vallepr 
of Lotschenthal, in which there is 
now a fair inn. (See Rte, 38.)3 

The artificial channel of the Saltine 
is crossed jnst before 

Visp or- Vispach Stat (2150 ft) (Ft, 
Vidge) (Inns: Foste ; Soleil, good and 
moderate; Restaurant de la Gare). 
"Visp is hot and malarious. It is better 
riot to sleep here. 

A large village (2410 ft. ahove the 
sea), the starting-point for Zermatt & 
Saas (Rte. 126) finely situated at the 
entrance of the Visper-Thal, up which 
the Balferinhom and its glaciers are 
finely seen. It was once the seat of nn- 
merous noble families, which have all 
disappeared, leaving only their houses, 
now inhabited by poor people, to attest 
the fact. There are 2 large churches, 
the upper one finely situated. The 
lower was formerly the ch. of the 
nobles, and ultimately became the 
property of the family of Blandrath, 
the last of them. An earthquake, 
which began on July 25, 1855, and re- 
curred with diminished force at inter- 
vals during several months, left only 
7 houses in Visp habitable, forcing the 
inhabitants to encamp. Nearly all 
the ceilings in the town fell, cracks 
in many of the houses are still to 
be seen." Visp was the centre of the 
earthquake, which was felt over an 
area of 300 miles N. and S., 250 E. 
and W. 

The torrents which fall into the 
Valais are very dangerous neigh- 
bours. The bed of the river Visp 
is nearly 13 ft. above a part of the 
village, and the Saltine is nearly 11 ft. 
higher than Brieg. The miserable 
and poverty-stricken inhabitants are 
obliged to construct very considerable 
dykes to restrain them, out even these 
defences are liable to destruction 
every 2 or 3 years. 

It is a pleasant walk over the 
mountains from Visp to the Simplon 
Hospice by the Bistenen Pass (2 low 



cols) in about 6 hts.; Or an excursion 
(ladies can ride) may be made half- 
way to the grassy eminence called 
Gehuden, and small tarn above the 
Nanzer Thai. Hence there is a noble 

Eanorama, and fine view of the Ober- 
md peaks and great Aletsch glacier. 
The path goes by VtspertermineUf which 
has a curious pilgrimage shrine. 
Mule-path from this village to Stal- 
den as well as Visp. 

There is a glacier pass by the 
Baltschiederthal to the Lotschthal 
(See Rte. 38). 

A little above Visp there is a bridge 
over the Rhone and a rough horse- 
path (a short cut) to the Bel Alp, 
Rt. the Nanzer Thai, a fine glen, run- 
ning up to the Gamser Gletscher (see 
Rte. 121). 

The ascent of the Simplon ori- 
ginally began, at Gliss, and was 1 m; 
shorter than the road by Brieg. The 
large church of Gliss contains the 
monument, an elaborately carved 
triptych, of the knight Supersax, his 
wife, and 23 children ; *his castlfe 
above Naters is now a ruin. Behind 
the church is a chameUhomey fiUed 
with skulls — 10,000 at a rough com- 
putation. 

The railroad runs along the dam 
on the 1. bank of the river to 

Brieg Terminus (2260 ft.) {Inns: Cou- 
ronne or Poste) ; H. d'Angleterre j 
both good and reasonable), a town 
of 1200 Inhab., situated on a sunny 
slope 2460 ft. above the sea, by the 
side of the Saltine, and overlooking 
the course of the Rhone, which here 
makes a sharp bend. It is remark- 
able for the number of its large 
and towered mansions, built by local 
families enriched by the Italian trade. 
The most conspicuous buildings are 
the Residence of the noble family 
Stockalper, its 3 turrets crowned with 
large tin cupolas, and the Jesuits 
College, There is also an Ursuline 
Convent, 

Situated at the junction of the roads 
from the Furca and the Simplon, and 
not far from the Rhone and Aletsch 
Glaciers and their inns, Brieg is a 
great resort of tourists. Diligences 
2 
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run twice daily over the Simplon and 
once to the Rhone Glacier and Furca. 
The cost of vetturino carriages varies 
according to the season and the de- 
mand. The Bel Alp may be reached on 
horseback in 4 hrs. (see Rte. 29). 

The Simplon is described in Ete. 
59. 



ROUTE 67. 

GENEVA to MARTIGNY, BY THONON AND 
MEILLEBIE, ALONG THE SOUTH SHORE 
OF THE LAKE OP GENEVA, RAIL WAT. 

Steamers twice a*day (touching at 
Belotte, Bellerive, Aniere, Hermance, 
Thonon, Evian, on S. shore of lake), 
in 5 hrs. to Bouveret, where passen- 
gers take the rly. to Martigny. Post- 
road from Geneva to Bouveret, about 
40 Eng. m. 

A rly. branching from the Geneva- 
Lyons line at the frontier, and keep- 
ing within Erench territory, has been 
constructed to Bouveret. Its station 
at Annemasse will be connected 
with Geneva by a branch line (Rte. 
152). 

The description of the road is re- 
tained. The stations on the new 
railway are noted. 

After quitting Geneva by the Quar- 
tier de Rive, a view opens out rt; 
beyond the Saleve rises the Mole, 
and the valley of the Arve is ter- 
minated by the Buet, by Mont Blanc 
and its glaciers. The shore of the 
lake is dotted over with villas of the 
Genevese. One of these, near the 
village of Cologny, the Campagne 
JHodatiy is interesting as having been 
the residence of Lord Byron in 1816. 
He wrote here the 3rd canto of Childe 
Harold and the tragedy of Manfred. 

Beyond the village of Corsier the 
Genevese territory is left, and we enter 
the ancient province of Chablais, now 
Annexed to France, which extends 
along the lake as far as St. Gingolph. 
A monotonous plain is traversed in 
order to reach 

11 m. Douvame, 



10 m. Thonon Stati (^Inns: H. de 
TEurope, fair, adjoining the Terrace; 
Balances ; Ville de Geneve), an an- 
cient town of 5500 Inbab.> formerly 
capital of the Chablais. 

[Eor the valleys of the Dranse, see 
Rte. 145.] 

On quitting Thonon we pass on the 
left, between the road and the lake, 
Ripaille. Here is a fragment of the 
monastery for aged Military Kni^ts 
(now a farmhouse), founded by Ama- 
dous Vin. of Savoy, and in which, 
after the death of his wife, Mary of 
Burgundy, ho passed five years as a 
hermit, with 6 chosen companions. 
Amadeus was called the Solomon of 
the age; he was a legislator aad 
powerful prince, but abdicated, in turn, 
the dukedom of Savoy, and the Papanr 
into which he had been installed with 
the name of Felix V. He resided here 
after his second abdication, passi^ 
his time, not in the austere penance of 
an anchoret, but, according to the 
popular belief, in ease and dissipation. 
Hence the French proverb — *• Faire 
Ripaille" — to enjoy a life of ease 
and luxury. It is, however, probabk, 
that, even to the last, he had sot 
abandoned the path of ambition, and 
that, far from being inactive, he was 
weaving political intrigues. He died 
in Geneva 1451, and was buried at 
Lausanne under a splendid tomb. 
Between Thonon and RoUe the lake 
is at its greatest width, about 7^ m. 

A bridge of 24 arches carries the 
road over the Dranse, a torrent de- 
scending from the mountains of the 
Chablais, and occasionally augmented 
to a large volume by the melting 
snows. 

3 m. Amphion (Inns: H. de Casino; 
H. des Bains d' Amphion, with garden 
on the lake, pension 8 fr.), an old 
town surrounded by a ridned wall, 
capital of the Pays de Gavot, with 
sulphureous baths. 

3 m. Evian Stat {Inns : H. des Bains, 
good ; H. d'Evian ; H. Fonbonne, 
good 2nd-class hotel in an old cha- 
teau, table-d'hote 3 fr. with wine ; 
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and 40 lodging-honses), a town of 
3000 Inhafo., much improved of late. 
Oq a height is the Bath-house, 
resorted to for its mineral waters. 
Dr. C. Depraz, resident physician, 
may be trusted. He served in the 
Crimea on our medical staff. The 
Dent d'Oche (7300 ft.) commands a 
fine view, and can be easily ascended. 
Steamer to Lausanne. Omnibus 
to Amphion. 

The Rooks of Meillerie^ celebrated 
by Rousseau and Byron, were, under 
the orders of Napoleon, blasted to 
form a passage for the great road of 
the Simplon, which is here carried 
partly through them, partly on a ter- 
race 30 or 40 feet above the lake. 
Previous to its construction, the little 
village of Meillerie was barely ac- 
cessible, except by boats. Alfout a 
mile off the shore, the lake attains 
its greatest depth, 1230 ft. Here 
Byron was nearly lost in a storm. 
Rousseau, in the Nouvelle Heloise, 
has conducted St. Preux and Mme. 
Wolmar also to this port for shelter 
from a tempest On the opposite 
shore is seen Clarens, and the castle 
of ChiUon(Rte.55). 

10 m. St, Gingolph Stat, {Inn: Poste, 
an enormous building, once a convent, 
not good; Lion d*Or). Mosquitoes 
very troublesome all along the S. 
shore of the lake. 

At St. Gingolph are some mineral 
springs flowing from amongst rocks 
in a picturesque spot. They were 
known to the Romans. The deep 
ravine of the Morge here divides 
Savoy from the Swiss territory. An 
ascent may be made to the Bent 
cTOche, 7300 ft., in about 5 hrs. ; to the 
Grammont, 7146 ft.; or to the Cbr- 
nettes de JBise, 7999 ft., by ascending 
the banks of the Morge. The lower 
of the two points is much the more 
difficult The Comettes de Bise are 
best ascended from Vouvry in about 
5i hrs. The view of Mont Blanc, 
and of the lower ranges of Savoy, is 
magnificent The Qrammont is also 
most easily ascended from Vouvry. 

^i vu Bouceret Stat, (Restaurant at 



Stat.; Inn: La Tour) lies within the 
valley of the Rhone, a broad, flat, 
dreary swamp. Avoid sleeping, or 
even stopping here. The steamers 
land their passengers. 

Port Yalais, in the days of the 
Romans, stood on the waterside ; 
all the ground between it and the 
lake, 1} m., has been produced since 
the records of history, by the de- 
posits of the river. At Port du 
hex, where there is a bridge over the 
Rhone, leading to Villeneuve, the 
rocks on the rt encroach so far as 
barely to leave a passage for the 
road. Advantage was taken of this 
in ancient times to construct a fort 
with loopholes for arrows, and em- 
brasures for oannon, which effectu- 
ally closed the entrance to the Yalais, 
the only passage bein^ over its draw- 
bridge and through its gate. The 
Slain is strewed with hulocks and 
ebris of limestone, the remains of a 
landslip from the Grammont, a.d. 
563, which fell down the ravine of 
Evouettes, all across the valley as 
far as Roche and Rennaz, burying 
a Roman station, and damming up 
the Rhone. It formed a temporary 
lake, which reached to the rocks of 
St Tryphon, but at last burst its 
barrier near Port du Sex. 

The canal of Stockalper, running 
nearly parallel with the road, was cut 
by a patriotic member of that ancient 
Brie^ family about 1 740 to drain this 
portion of the valley. At Vouvry is 
a good country Inn^ H. Bonj^an. 

6 m. Vionnaz, Above this village 
are some most remarkable boulders. 

5 m. Monthey Stat, (Inns: Croix; In- 
different; Cerf). [Behind this village 
is the Val d'llliez, with its excellent 
hotel at Champ^ry, under the Dent 
du Midi. Good carriage-road. Mail 
cabriolet (3 passengers, every morn- 
ing:). (See fete. 144.) In a lateral 
vaUey opening to the W, at Trois- 
torrents, 2 m. above Monthey, are the 
hotel and baths of Morgin, pension 4| 
fr. a-day.l Carriage to Champ^ry, 
10 fr.; riding-horse, 10 fr.; carr. to 
Morgin, 12 fr.; horse, 10 fr. Above 
Monthey, in a wood, 500 ft. above 
the Rhone, are the celebrated Blocks 
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o/ Monthey, inpposed to have been 
deposited there oy a glacier or by 
floating ice. They are chiefly of 
granite, and are being carried away 
for building. The largest most have 
weighed 8000 tons. 

3 m. St Maurice Jtmct. Stat. (Bte. 
56). Buflet. Here the rly. from Ge- 
neva, by Lausanne and Yevey falls in. 

MarOgny (Rte. 56). 



ROUTE 58. 

BEX TO 8I0X, BY THE COL DE 
CH£vILLE — DIABLERETS. 

Bex. H. w. 

Giyon 3 15 

Sonlalex 1 46 

AmseiDdai 1 IS 

Gol 45 

Derboreme 10 

Bridge 40 

StBernard 1 30 

Sion 1 40 

10 50 

This is a highly interesting pass, 
both from the geological phenomenon 
of its " Berg-fell," or mountain slip, 
and for the picturesqueness of the 
scenery on its W. side. The pass is, 
however, long, and it is advisable to 
sleep at Gryon, 2^ hrs. from Bex (see 
Bte. 56) ; or, to start from Bex 
at daylight in a char. An ex- 
cellent carriage-road has been 
made from Bex to Gryon, ascend- 
ing the heights by numerous zig- 
zags, some of which the pedestrian 
may cut off by the old mule-path. 
1-horse carriage to Gryon 12 fr. 
The pedestrian will follow the stream 
of the Aven^on for about a mile to 
Bevieux, where are some salt-works: 
the road then leaves the river, and, 
keeping rather to the K., begins to 
ascend the heights; part of the road 
is beautifully shaded by woods» and 
part is through vineyards and fields. 
The ascent is tedious by the road, 
steep, but beautiful, by the paths. 

Gryon .^ (/n« ; ^ Pension Saussaz, 
homely), is prettily situated high on 
the slope of the mountain* above the 
gorge of the Avencon. [There are 



diarming paths by the Croix to Or- 
mondlkaamJ} The situation islieahkv. 
Side-saddles to be had; a mnle to tae 
col, 7 fr. There is little advantage in 
taking it beyond the coL Guide 12 
fr. to Sion. After leaving Gryon* tke 
roDgh road can be traversed by a cUr 
for 2 hrs., as far as Anzeindu. 
The road is tolerably level, ad 
about li hr. from Gryon crosses ihe 
stream to the I. bank, then gtes 
through fine shady woods for abiiu 
20 nun., and crossing the etiem 
again reaches the chalets of 5«- 
lalex^ beautifully situated in a groi 
plain with spruce firs all rovaif 
and tremendous precipices above » 
firs. The road now keeps a little^) 
the L, and rapidly ascends a namf 
ravine to the ch&lets of Aazemik, 
which are situated on tolerably le«^ 
ground. In one of these is a rooi 
with beds, and food may be obtained 

prhe Diablerets, 10,666 ft^ can b 
ascended in 4 hrs. from the chakf 
of Anzeindaz: guides at Gryoa. Tk 
climb requires a steady h^ad and t 
good guide. It is possible to pa^ 
over the mountain to the Saaets^} 

From this a moderate ascent o« 
the green pasture, rich in rare plasA. 
under the precipices of the rHaUae: 
leads to 

The Col de Chef>Ule (6680 ft.). Bj 
ascending the mound on the n. « 
the Col, a fine view is obtaiw: 
of tlie great chain of the Alps '-^ 
Monte £ieone, and towards the S. i( 
the bare peaks of the Tke k 
Gros Jean and Grand Moveran^ Tk 
descent from the ool turns at first i£ 
the rt., then to the 1^ and is vei^ st€«ff 
and rugged; there is no partieiiW 
paUi, but it is not easy to miss tis« 
way. In about 30 min. the chak& 
of Cheoille, and a little InUj on & 
tolerably level space covered wiifc 
rocky fi^gments, are reached. Kee^ 
ing along the stream a short distant 
farther, and then bearing to the 
rt., a very steep descent throes:^ 
trees leads to the Lac de Dertctn.-. 
and the chalets bearing the saate 
name. 

The valley here is nearly filled bv 
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the wreck of the mountain which was 
once regarded by the peasantry as 
the vestibule, of hell, and therefore 
named Diablerets. It is composed of 
limestone, in strata much deranged 
and steeply inclined. The lower beds 
are soft and shaly, and become disin- 
tegrated by the infiltration of water 
from the glaciers on the N.E. ; and 
tiius the large masses Ivine above 
them are detached and hurled into 
the valley below, forming eboulements 
of th^ most tremendous kind. During 
the last century two catastrophes 
occurred, in 1714 and 1749. By the 
former, 15 human beings, 100 head of 
cattle, and 55 chalets were buried. 
The fall of 1749 arrested the course 
of the lizeme, forming the little lake 
of Derborence. 

The path keeps to the W. side of 
the lake, and traverses for more than 
an hour a wilderness of rubbish and 
fallen rocks. A little care is required 
to keep the track. The scene is one 
of the utmost desolation; overhead 
towers the ridge of the Diablerets, 
10,666 ft. above the sea. Three of 
its five peaks have already fallen, 
and the two which remain threaten, 
sooner or later, to follow. The moun- 
tain is again rent with fissures, and 
scarcely an hour passes in which a 
slight noise is not heard or a frag- 
ment of stone does not falL The 
accumulated debris is said to cover 
a space of 8 miles. The path winds 
round the mountain to the rt, and 
in about 35 min. from Derborenze 
crosses the lizeme by a little bridge. 
There is no house near the spot; 
in fact there is none from Derbo> 
renze to Avent. After about 20 
min. more of rocks and stunted firs 
the path begins to rise on the 1. bank 
along the precipices which border the 
Ijizeme. For the next 2 m. it is a 
mere- ledge, sometimes cut out, some- 
times buut up, and overhanging sheer 
precipices of 1200 ft Though there 
IS no danger, the path is very narrow 
and far more formidable than that of 
the Gemmi. It now passes through 
some beautiful beech-woods, still upon 
a steep slope, and then reaches the 
little chapel of St. Bernard, whence 



there is a view of the great chain of 
the Alps. ' Here the valley of the 
Lizeme is left*, the path turns £. and 
descends rapidly to Avent, about 20 
min. from ot. Bernard, thence to 
Contheyj where is an Inn ; and thence 
to the high road at the bridge of the 
Morge, about 2^ m. from Sion. A 
suide would show a pleasanter way 
uirough by-paths from Avent 

[There is a shorter rte. to the 
VfJais by not crossing the bridge over 
the Lizeme, but by keeping on the rt. 
bank along a well-marked path, which, 
half-way down, developes into a char- 
road leading to Ardon. Thence by 
rly. to Sion or Martigny. This saves 
a full hour on footj 



Houte reversed. — Mules can be 
taken from Sion to the Col (a good 
7 hrs.), and, if necessary, on to Gryon. 
The pedestrian should take the dili- 
gence or a char to the bridge over the 
Merge or to Vetroz. He will see his 
path as far as the chapel of St Bern- 
ard plainly marked on the face of 
the mountain. When about 2 hrs. 
beyond the chapel he must look out 
for the bridge on the 1. and cross the 
Lizeme. The path through the rocks 
is not very clear after this, and most 
travellers will be the better for a 
guide. Bearing round the mountain 
to the 1., he wiU find the Derborence. 
Crossing the bridge above it, the ascent 
begins immediately behind the chalets, 
and is very steep for 15 min., then 
along a little valley for 20 min., then 
very steep and rugged to the Col, 
turning at last towards the rt. !From 
the C<H the path cannot be mistaken. 
Time actually occupied, exclusive of 
stoppages, ascending moderately, de- 
scending faster — 

H. If. 

Bri^se over Morge . . • . 40 

St. Bernard 1 40 

Bridge over Dzerne .... 1 46 

Derborenze 10 

Ool de Cb^vUle 1 20 

Soulalex 10 

Orion 1 15 

Bex 1 30 

: 10 10 
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EOUTE 59. 

PASSAQE OF THE SIMPLON. BRIEG TO 
DOMO d'OSSOLA. 



Berlsal . . . 
Simplon . . • 
Isella . . • 
Domo d'Ossola . 



Posts. Eng. m. 
.1 = 9 
. U =r 12 
.1 = 9 
. 1* = 11* 



Post-road: Brieg to Domo d'Ossola, 
5 posts = 41} miles. 

With post-horses the journey may 
be accomplished easily in 1 day. 
Villeneuve to Brieg, see Bte. 56. 

Diligences daily to Domo, and thence 
to Arona, whence the rly. is open to 
Milan. 

On foot the distance may be short- 
ened, but it wiU require 12hrs.' walk- 
ing. In September the diligence does 
not reach the finest part of the pass 
till dark. 

2'horse carr. Brieg to Baveno or 
Stresa, 160 fr. ; 3-horse carr., 240 fr. 
Prices vary with the season. Tra- 
vellers wishing to send lu^age 
into Italy by the diligence must con- 
sign it at the Post-office on the even- 
ing before. The key must be sent 
tied or fastened to each bag or box. 

The construction of a route over 
the Simplon was decided upon by Na- 
poleon immediately after the battle of 
Marengo, while the recollection of his 
own difficult passage of the Alps by 
the Great St. Bernard (at that time 
one of the easiest Alpine passes) was 
fresh in his memory. The plans and 
surveys by which tne direction of the 
road was determined were made by 
M. Ceard, and a large portion of the 
works was executed unaer the super- 
intendence of that able engineer. It 
was commenced on the Itauan side in 
1800, and on the Swiss in 1801. It 
took 6 years to complete, though it 
was barely passable in 1805, and more 
than 30,000 men were employed on it 
at one time. To give a notion of the 
colossal nature of the undertaking, it 
may be mentioned that the number of 
bridges, great and small, constructed 
for the passage of the road between 
Brieg and Sesto, amounts to 613, in 
addition to the far more vast and 



costly constructions, such as terraces 
of massive masonry miles in length; 
of 10 galleries, either cut out of the 
living rock or built of solid stone; 
and of 20 houses of refuge to shelter 
travellers, and lodge the labourers 
employed in taking care of the road. 
Its breadth is throughout at least 
25 ft., in some places 30 ft., and the 
slope nowhere exceeds 1 in 13. 

Excepting the Cenis, this was the 
first carriage-road carried across tny 
of the higher passes of the Alps. Its 
cost averaged 5000/. a mile. In liig- 
land the average cost of turnpike- 
roads is 1000/. per mile. It was the 
wonder of its day ; but it has been 
eclipsed by the triumphs of modem 
engineering[. The object of Napo- 
leon in its formation was marked by 
the question which, on two different 
occasions, he first asked of the et- 
gineer sent to him to report progren 
— "Le canon quand pourra-t-il passer 
au Simplon?" 

The pedestrian, ascending firon 
Brieg, may shorten his way to the 
summit by at least 5 m. by following 
the old horse-track, which mounts the 
gorge of the Saltine, and entirely 
avoids the detour to Berisal. TIm 
path is steep, the scenery far less 
interesting, and the way is, or was 
a few years ago, not easy to find, as 
the ola path had in places been car- 
ried away. An impractised pedes- 
trian going without a guide might 
easily get himself into difficulties. 

The ascent of the Simplon begins 
at Brieg, About -^ mile above the 
town the road leaves, on the rt., the 
lofty covered bridge over the Saltine, 
now little used, since most vehicles 
make the detour by Brieg instead of 
going direct to or from Gliss. The road 
then makes a viride sweep, turning 
away from the Glisshom, the moun- 
tain which bounds the valley on the 
rt., towards the Klenenhom, on the op- 

Sosite side, approaching a little hill 
otted with white chapels and cro^vned 
by a calvary. It then again approaches 
the gorge of the Saltine, skirting the 
verge of a precipice, at the bottom 
of which the torrent is seen at a vast 
depth, forcing its way among black 
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and bristling slate-rocks. At the 
upper end of the ravine, high above 
his head, the traveller may discern 
the glaciers under which the road 
is carried. Looking back, he has 
a view of the valley of the Rhone, 
as far as Tartman, spread out nt 
his feet; Brieg and Naters remain 
lun^ in sight. It is a constant pull 
agamst the collar from Brieg to the 
second refuge. Here the road, car- 
ried for some distance nearly on a 
level, is compelled to bend round the 
valley of the Ganter until it can cross 
the torrent by another lofty bridge, 
called Pmt du Oanter, The upper end 
of this wild ravine is swept by ava- 
lanches almost every winter, the snow 
of which nearly fills it up. This bridge 
is left uncovered, from the fear that 
the terrific gusts which accompany 
these falls might blow the arch away, 
were they met by the resistance of 
flat timber-work. After crossing the 
bridge the road ascends by a zigzag 
to the third refuge, called 

Berisal, or Persal, a post-station, 
with a good mountain Inn and Pen- 
sion, consisting of 2 buildings con- 
nected by a gailerv across the road. 
2-^ hours from Bneg : excellent fare 
and attention. 

The first gallery which the road 
traverses is that of SchcUhet, 95 ft. 
lone — 3920 ft. above Gliss. Near this 
anahence to the sunmiit, should the 
sky be clear, the traveller will have 
a glorious view of the Bernese Alps, 
which bound the Yalais and form the 
rt.-hand wall of the valley of the 
Ilhone. The glittering white peaks 
of the Aletschhom and Nesthom, and 
the g^eat Aletsch glacier, are magni- 
ficent objects in the landscape. 

JFifth Refuge, called Sohalbet— 
•* Here a picture of desolation sur- 
rounds the traveller. The pine has 
no longer the scanty pittance of soil 
which it requires ror nourishment; 
the hardy but beautiful Alpine flower 
ceases to embellish the sterile solitude; 
and the eye wanders over snow and 
glacier, fractured rock and roaring 
(•at»Ta>ctj reliev^ only by that stupen- 



dous monument of human labour, the 
road itself, winding along the edges of 
precipices, penetrating the primeval 
granite, striding over the furious tor- 
rent, and burrowing through dark and 
dripping grottoes beneath accumulated 
masses or ice and snow,** — Johnson. 

The portion of the road between 
the fifth refuge and the summit is the 
most dangerous of all, at the season 
when avalanches fall and tourmentes 
arise, on which account it is provided 
with 6 places of shelter, viz., 3 gal- 
leries, 2 refuges, and a hospice, within 
a distance of not more than 14 mile. 
The head of the gorge of Schalbet, 
a wild recess in the flanks of the 
Monte Leone, is filled with the Kalt- 
wasser glacier, beneath which, along 
the edge of a yawning abyss, the road 
is necessarily conducted. This field of 
ice in the heat of summer feeds 5 or 6 
furious torrents, the sources of the 
Saltine, and in winter discharges 
avalanches into the gulf below. To 
protect this portion of the road 3 
galleries, called, from their vicinity to 
the glacier. Glacier Galleries, partly 
excavated, partly built of masonry 
strongly arched, have been con- 
structed. They serve in places as 
bridges and aqueducts at the same 
time, the torrents being conducted 
over and beneath them ; and the 
traveller is surprised to find his 
carriage suddenly driven 'in perfect 
safety underneath a considerable 
waterfall. These galleries have been 
extended fiir beyond their original 
length, for greater security. In the 
spring the avalanches slide over their 
roofs. 

A few yards above the Sixth Refuge, 
is the highest point of the road, 6628 
ft. above the sea. About ^ a mile 
beyond it stands the 

New Hospice, founded by Napoleon, 
but left unfinished until 1825, when it 
was purchased and completed by the 
monks of the Great St. Bernard. It is 
a plain, soHd edifice, containing several 
neat bed-rooms, a drawing-room with 
a piano, a refectory, a chapel, and 
about 30 beds for travellers of the 
commQn sort. There is neither corn, 
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Bor hay, nor stabling for horses, but 
the house is comfortable, and warmed 
by a heating apparatus. It is occu- 
pied b J 3 or 4 brothers of the com- 
munity of the Great St. Bernard. 
Some of the celebrated dogs are kept 
here, but they are rarely employed on 
active service. The monks are happy 
to show the ifiansion to travellers, and 
to lodge and entertain them. Those 
who can afford it will always leave 
behind them remuneration at least 
equivalent to that which is paid at an 
inn. The establishment is similar to 
that on the Great St. Bernard, except 
that it is more limited in extent and 
funds. (See Bte. 135.) 

[The ascent of Monte Leone, com- 
manding a superb view, is made from 
here or the village of Simplon. For 
its height, 11,696 ft., it is an easy 
peak, and, with a guide and proper 
precautions^ free from any danger. 
It is possible to descend by the 
Alpien Thai on to the Simplon road 
near Gondo, through most beautiful 
scenery. 

Guides can be found at Simplon. 
Ignaz Dorsaz recommended.] 

A large open valley of considerable 
extent, bounded by the snow-dad 
heights of the Fletschhom and Monte 
Leone, and having the appearance of 
a drained lake, occupies the summit 
of the Simplon. It is a wild barren 
scene, though rhododendrons and 
coarse herbage grow. Below the 
road, on the rt, stands a small tower, 
which was the original Hospice. It 
was buUt by one of the Barons Stock- 
alper. A gradual descent leads past 
Uie Seventh Befuge (ruined), in about 
3 miles, to 

Simplon — Ital. Sempione ; Germ. 
Simpeln — {Inns: H. du Fletschhom, 
go€^ and best situated ; H. de la 
Poste, tolerable). This village (4850 
ft.) is an excellent halting-place for 
those who seek high Alpine air and 
pleasant excursions. 

Above this village, but out of sight 
from it, towers the Fletschhom, con- 
sisting of 2 peaks, N. the Mossboden- 



horn, 13,084 ft, first ascended from 
the Simplon, by the Bossboden glacier, 
and S. the Laquinhom, 13,176 ft., Ihe 
two being separated by a deep g^. 
S. of the Laquinhom is the Weissm^s^ 
13,225 ft, which can be ascended fr«m 
Simplon in about 6 hrs. ; the descent 
to Saas will take 4 or 5 hrs. more. 
[The passes over this range are de- 
scribed in Bte. 121.] The fine i«e- 
fall of the Bossboden glacier may be 
visited in 4 hrs. A hut has been biilt 
at the Hohsaas for use in ascents in 
the Fletschhom range. 

[Opposite the old hospice a track 
ascends S. of £. to the Bistenen Peas, 
then crosses the Nanzer Thai to 
another low col, and descends npm 
Visperterminen. From this villa|e 
mule-paths lead both to Stalden am 
Visp, a walk of 6 hrs. from Simploi. 
At the 2nd col is a small lake, anl 
N. of it an eminence, easily reachd 
in i hr., commanding a fine vien. 
On descending from this col avoil 
going to the rt ; the path is L t) 
some chalets.] 

From Simplon the road descends 
by zigzags into the glen of the Bi- 
veria, in which it continues as £ar as 
Crevola. The road dives into the 
Gakrie d'Algahy, and then, by a more 
gradual slope, enters the Gorge of 
Gondo, one of the grandest and most 
sava^ in the Alps, cut between 
precipices 2000 ft. in height. 

The Diveria is here crossed by 
the wooden bridge of Ponte Alto, an 
approach to which has been fornwd 
by scarping the rode with enn- 
powder. Some way farther a project- 
mg buttress seems to bar all furtbw 
passage. It is perforated by a tunnel 
called Gallery of Gondo, 596 ft. in 
length ; it was difficult and costly 
to make, on account of the exti^me 
hardness of the rock. The miners 
were suspended by ropes until a lodg- 
ment was effected, to commence the 
side openings, which now serve to 
light the interior. Opposite one of 
them is seen the inscription ^JEreltah^ 
MDCCC V. Napoleon /wpi^ i c 
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dose to the yery month of this 
remarkable gallery the roaring water* 
£biU of the Frassinone leaps close to the 
road, which is carried over it on a beau- 
tiful bridge. The trayeUer should 
pause and look back after proceeding 
about 40 yards. The cUfiis rise on 
both sides as straight as walls.' A 
number of zigzags now lead to a 
bridge which was carried away by an 
ayalanche during the dreadful storm 
which ruined a great part of the 
Simplon road in 1834. 

Qondo (Gunz), the last yillage in 
the Yalais, consists of a few miser- 
able huts, grouped round a singular, 
tall building, 8 stories high, erected, 
like the tower at Simplon, by the old 
Brieg family Stockalper, in ancient 
days, for the refage of trayellers. 

An hour's walk by the side of 
the torrent, which falls in a cascade 
down the rt-hand wall of the yalley, 
leads to the gold-mine of Zwisch- 
bergeu. From the head of the glen 
there is a fine pass to Saas, easy for 
fair walkers (9 to 10 hrs). The sum- 
mit commands a noble yiew oyer 
Italy, and of the Saasgrat. 

The highroad enters Italy a short 
while before reaching the Piedmon- 
tese yillage of 

Isella (/fm; H. de la Poste), one 
of the most beautiful points of the 
pass, where the Italian custom-house 
IS situated. There is a pretty water- 
fall in a wood near the inn. Lumps 
of bottle-glass are sold here by the 
children, under the name of rock- 
crystal, to simple tourists. 

Vaarzo, Here Val Cherasca opens 
1. [Through this beauti ul yalley 
seyeral paois lead up to the cirque 
of the Viveglia Alp (3} to 4 hrs.), 
whence foot-passes lead to the Simp- 
lon Hospice, the Binnen Thai or 
Premia (Rte. 61).] 

Near the entrance of Val Cherasca 
a change comes oyer the scenery. The 
rich ?reen of the chestnut mingles 
with the dark foliage of the fir. The 
last gallery is trayersed near Crevola, 
The Diyeria is crossed for the last 
time b;^ a lofty bridge of 2 arcbes, 



nearly 90 ft. high, at the spot where 
it issues into the broad Val d'Ossola. 

The road here commands a glorious 
yiew of the lower yalley and the 
opening of Val Formazza, out of 
which the Tosa fiows from the pass 
of the ' Qries (Rte. 62). A road 
branches off here to Premia, on the 
way to that pass. 

The trayeUer now finds himself in 
a different region and another climate : 
the balmy air, the trellised yines, the 
rich juicy stalks of the maize, the 
incessant chirp of the grasshoppers 
or tree-crickets, and, at night, the 
equally loud croakings of the frogs — 
the white yUlages, with their tall, 
square bell-towers, also white, not 
only scattered thickly along the yalley, 
but perched on eyery little lutting 
platform on the hill-sides— all these 
proclaim the entrance to Italy. 

Domo cTOssola (Inns : H. de Ville 
or Ancienne Poste ; H. d'Espagne, 
both are fair ; H. Albisini, good, and 
has a museum arranged by the scien- 
tific landlord), an unimportant town, 
2480 Inhab., with no interest, saye 
that it is Italian— in eyery stone. 

There is a curious Calvary, } an 
hour's walk S. of the town, worth a 
yisit by those who do not intend to 
see Varallo, as well as for the view. 

The ascent from this to the Hospice 
of the Simplon occupies 7 hrs. 

Diligences twice daily oyer the 
Simplon and to Lago Maggiore. 

Very interesting 'Excursions may 
be made from Domo : 

a. Up the lovely Val Anzasca (Bte. 
120), by Pi6 di Mulera, to Ponte 
Grande and Macugnaga. 

6. To Lago Maggiore by the Val 
Vigezzo and Canobbio (Rte. 113). 

c. To the PaUs of the Tosa, 26 m. 
(Rte. 62). 

d. Oyer the Antrona Pass to Saas, 
13 hrs. (Rte. 121). 

The route from Domo d' Ossola to 
Bayeno and Lago Maggiore is de- 
scribed in Rte. 112. 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 



BOUTB 61.— VIESCH TO TOSA FALLS. 



SectL 



BOUTE 61. 

VIESCH TO PREMIA OR TOSA FALLS, 
BY THB BINNEN THAL. 

There is no frequented pass over 
the range separating the Vaiais from 
Italy, between the Simplon (Rte. 59) 
and the Gries Pass (Kte. 62), a dis- 
tance of above 30 m. This portion of 
the main chain has been little known 
to strangers, but the opening of Inns 
at Binn and the Alpe Diveglia is 
likely to lead to its being more fre- 
quented. The scenery on the Italian 
side of the chain is varied and roman- 
tic. The short valleys of BUnnen and 
Rappen, which fall into the upper valley 
ot the Rhone new Beckingen and Viesch, 
are umnhabited, and uninteresting in 
point of scenery. The only con- 
siderable valley on this side is the 
Binnen Thai, which pours its torrent 
into the Rhone a little below Lax. 
About 3 hrs. above the mouth of the 
valley it divides into 2 branches : the 
main branch, mounting nearly due 
E., preserves its name ; the southern 
branch is called the Lang Thai, or 
Heiligenkreuz Thai, from the hamlet of 
Ifeiligenkreuz, where there is a chapel 
resorted to by pilgrims. A good m ule- 
track leads through fine scenery to 

Binn, 5013 ft. (H. Ofenhom, well- 
situated, comfortable, guides), placed 
near tlie fork of the valley. 

The view-point of the district is the 
Bettlihom, 9775 ft., reached by a foot- 
path in 5 hrs., descent possible to the 
second refuge on the Simplon road. 
This summit commands a splendid 
panorama of the Vaiais with the 
JPennine and Bernese Alps. 

[1 hr. below Binn a track from 
Grengiols, lower down the Rhone 
valley, convenient for travellers going 
to Brieg, falls in.] 

Both the branches above mentioned 
are formed by the union of smaller 
streams, each of them leading to a 



pass over the chain. Five of these 
passes deserve to be mentioned. 

a. The Alhrvn Pass, at the head of 
the Binnen Thai, is the easiest \vX 
the most circuitous for Crodo. By 
this pass there is a track, fit for horses, 
from Viesch to Crodo. 

The summit, 7905 ft., between ihe 
Ofenhom (E.), 10,728 ft., and the i/- 
hruiihom (W.), 9515 ft, and abou: 7 
hrs, from Viesch, is a table-land, wild 
and dreary. The track to the Tal 
Devera and Crodo doubles back, aid, 
having been hitherto nearly due 2., 
now turns to the W. of S., descending 
over pastures on the 1. bank of tiie 
Arbola to the lake of Codelago, aid 
then by a most romantic desceit, 
through rich scenery, reaches tie 
high road a little below Premia. 

6. There is a direct and easy rone | 
to the Falls of the Tosa, known to tie 
hunters of the Binnen Thai. Th | 
traveller follows the stream (whec | 
the Albrun path leaves it on the lefl , 
up to the head of the glen, cro6» | 
ing the ridge S. of the Ofenhom 
The descent leads to the Lake of 
Lebendun, whence there is a dired 
descent to Pommat, or an easy rouft 
by the Nulfelgiu Pass to the Falk 
The ground S. of the Ofenhom is one 
of the few tracts in the central Alps 
still badly mapped. 

[The mountaineer will prefer to cross 
over the top of the Ofenhom (10,728 
ft.), descending by the Hohsand 
glacier to the Inn at the Tosa Falls. 
The summit is reached in 6 to 7 hrs. 
from Binn. A good guide and rope 
are essentiaL] 

c. The most direct, but a rongh 
course from the Binnen Thai to Val 
Devera is by the Col della Rossa^ 8120 
ft. The path turns into a glen a 
little above Imfeld, and when the 
stream divides follows the W. branch 
to the little lake of Geisspfieid, and 
then from its N. shore mounts to a 
wild level waste which forms the col. 
The descent is by steep rocks to the 
Devera Alp, where the track joins the 
route of the Albrun at the chalets of 
Ponte, at the head of the Val Devera. 

(f, A more interesting, but lon^r 



Rwitzerhnd. 



ROUTE 61»— THE BOCCARECCIO PASS. 



205 



and more fatiguing path, is that by the 
KrUg Alp, passing close to a remark- 
able tower of rock, conspicuous from 
the Eggischhom, called the Kriegalp- 
stock. The valley of Heiligenkreuz 
divides into three at the village of 
the same name ; the rt. branch lead- 
ing over the mountains to Berisal, 
the middle to the Bitter Pass, the 1. to 
the Krieg Alp. This is followed up to 
the base of the Kriegalpstock. The 
path is not difficult, but ill marked, 
and might easily be missed without a 
guide. From the summit there is a 
steep descent, with rocks on either 
side, until the head of a gully or ra- 
vine is reached, on the rt. side of which 
the descent is not difficult. There is 
no passage to the 1. 



These routes meet at the 'chalets 
of Ponte, whence tiiere is a paved 
mule - path down the Val Devera, 
fatiguing to the feet. The scenery 
is very beautiM. Before reaching 
Croveoy the first village, a stream is 
passed on the 1., which descends from 
an upland glen, inhabited by a pe- 
culiar German-speaking community. 
Their village is called Agaro, or Ager. 
Passing through fine woods of chestnut 
and walnut, the path falls into the road 
of the Val Antigorio a little below 
Premia. About 2 m. farther is Crodo 
(see Rte. 62). 

It is a long day's walk to reach 
Crodo from Viesch by any of these 
passes. By the Albrun the distance 
may be accomplished in 12 hrs.' steady 
walking ; the route by the Krieg 
Alp requires 13 or 1 4 hrs.; that bv the 
Col della Rossa may (it is said) be 
iccomplished iu 2 or 3 hrs. less time. 

^. To the lovers of high Alpine 
'^eneiy the most interesting pass out 
»f the Binnen Thai is that of the 
"iitter or Boccareceio Pass, 8858 ft., 
cached from Heiligenkreuz by fol- 
9wing the middle or S.W. branch 
f the Talley, called the Mdtti Thai, 
L little above the village this again 
ivides into 2 short valleys, or rather 
avines^ of which the one leading 1., 
r S., called the Giebel Thai, is fol- 
> wed ap a steep batnot difficult ascent. 



When the traveller has reached what 
he had supposed to be the summit at 
the head of this valley, he finds him-^ 
self at the lower extremity of an im- 
mense amphitheatre or cirque, about 
f m. in diameter, bounded by nearly 
vertical walls of rock, whose strata 
lie in horizontal lines, like courses 
of masonry, to a height of 2000 ft., 
while rt. and 1. rise the mountains of 
the ffullehom and Helsenhom, more 
than 10,000 ft. This wall is scaled 
about the centre of the amphitheatre 
by a stiff scramble, and the true sum- 
mit of the Passo del Boccareceio is finally 
attained. On advancing a short dis- 
tance on the S. side, the traveller is 
astonished to find himself at the sum- 
mit of another amphitheatre, still 
more colossal in its proportions — a 
nearly circular space, about 3 m. in 
diameter, W. of which are grouped 
the highest peaks of this portion of 
the cluiin — the HiUlehom, Bortelhom 
(10,482 ft.), Fwrggenbaumhom, Wa- 
senhom (10,628) ft.) ; and, chief of 
them all, the Monte Leone (11,696 ft,). 
From the gaps between these peaks 5 
glaciers descend, and here and there 
steep slopes of snow rest against the 
walU of the amphitheatre. It is by one 
of these snow-slopes that the descent 
is accomplished, for the rocks are too 
steep to be anywhere practicable. Se- 
veral groups of chalets rest in the com- 
paratively level space at the bottom of 
the Cirque. The chief of these, where 
there is a small chapel, is called San 
Giacomo. Higher up, at the Alpe 
Diveglia, a fair mountain Inn has been 
opened. If so disposed, the traveller 
may return into Switzerland by the 
glacier which descends into the amphi- 
theatre from the N. side of the Monte 
Leone, over which the Simplon road 
is reached a short way below the Hos- 
pice, without encountering any serious 
difficulty. In the opposite, or due 
E. direction, there is a passage to the 
Val Bondoler, a wild, uninhabited 
glen, leading into the Val Devera, 
a few miles above Croveo. The 
easiest course, however, is to descend 
the valley through which the Che- 
rasca torrent rushes down to intersect 
the road of the Simplon near Isel)ai|e 
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The passes above noticed deserve 
more attention than they have yet 
received. The Val Devera abounds 
in fine waterfalls and in picturesque 
points of view. The entire range is 
extremely interesting to the geologist. 



KOUTE 62. 

PASS OF THE ORIES: — I7X.E1CHEN TO 
POMO D'OSSOLA, by TH£ VAL FOR- 
HAZZA (POMMATX AlTD THE FALLS 
OF THE TOSA. 

Ulrichen to 

Falls of To§a (bridle) . 6 hn. 

Andennatten ... H „ 

Premia 11 miles 

Domo (carriage) ... 16 » 

This is a mule-pass, thoueh^ as the 
track crosses a glacier, it should not 
be undertaken without a guide by 
a solitary traveller, or by those 
unused to mountains. The traveller 
who follows it will be rewarded 
by scenes of much wildness, and of 
grandeur and beauty. Mtinster, 3 m. 
lower down the Rhone valley, has a 
better Inn than Ulrichen, ana may be 
used as a starting-place. 

11 hrs. from Ulrichen to Premia 
with mules, without halts. The Inn 
at the Tosa Fall, 6 hrs., is the best 
halting-place. In the Val Antigorio 
fair quarters are found at Premia and 
the Baths of Crodo. 

From Ulrichen the p&th leads 
across the Rhone to the village Im 
Loch, where it enters the Eginenthal, 
a valley wooded below, but barren 
and uninteresting above. It crosses 
the stream of the E^nen near a 
pretty cascade 80 ft. high. A climb 
of about 2 hrs., first through larch- 
forest, then across a sterUe, stony 
tract, and finally over a plain of green 
meadow, dotted with chalets, brings 
the traveller to the foot of the final 
ascent. Near this point a path, strik- 
inff off 1., leads by the Nlifenen (Rte. 
63) to Airolo. Here vegetation ceases, 
snow appears In patches, and at last 



the glacier blocks the way — a gentty- 
sloping ice-field, descending some 
4 m. from the Bimnenhom, 10,932 ft, 
and the Rothhom, crests on &e 
frontier separating Switzerland from 
Italy. The path — ^marked by pdes 
stuck upright in the ice — makes a 
short cut over an elbow of the glader 
(S.S.W.), crossing it in about 20 rain, 
to the col of the Gries, 8050 ft. ab«ve 
the sea. [It is possible fbr moin- 
taineers to ascend hence the BUnnm- 
horn, returning by the Blinnenthal to 
the Rhone valley at Reckingen.} 

The descent on the Italian side (as 
is usual among the Alps) is stee|er 
than on the N. The upper part of he 
Piedmontese valley of FormazEa, or 
Eruthwald, presents 4 distinct sta^ 
or platforms, separated by steps, w 
dips, from each other. The first is 
called Bettelmatten ; the second Mwai 
(morass), on which the miseraUe 
chalets of Kekrbachi (the highest vrii- 
ter habitations) are situated. Tie 
third is Auf der Fruth^ with anothfr 
hamlet, and a small chapel. Befoie 
reaching it, the traveller falls in wiii 
the river Toccia, or Tosa, which he fol- 
lows to the Lago Maggiore. Beyowi 
the hamlet the path crosses to ihe 
1. bank of the stream, and, descending 
the fourth declivity, arrives at the 

Pall^op the Toba, 5528 ft (/iw; 
H. de la Cascade k la Frua, homely, 
but good), the approach to which has 
for some time been proclaimed by the 
roar of the water. It is one of the 
most remarkable cataracts among 
the Alps, spreading in its descent like 
a fan. Its characteristics are volume 
and elegance. It glides down a Beries 
of steps, and forms an uninterrupted 
mass of white foam for a length of 
perhaps 1000 ft., while the entire per- 
pendicular descent is not much less 
than 500. 

[Directly E. rises the JBasodine, 
10,748 ft, the loftiest summit of the 
chain separating the streams of the 
Tosa from those of the Maggia, and 
here dividing Switzerland from Italy. 
The a8c^iyftJWB?*Jh&d»^ takea 4 to 
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5 hrs., and is free from difficulty. 
It is possible to descend to San Carlo, 
in Yal Bavona, from the gap N. of 
the Basodine by the Caver^o Glacier, 
which affords fi'ne ice-scenery, and 
through a glen abounding in water- 
falls; or, by a more direct route, 
from the top itself by the S. rocks 
of the peak and Yal Antabbia (Kte. 
113). The Tamier Pass crosses the 
ridge S. of the peak to Val Antabbia, 
and it is the most direct route to S. 
Carlo. It is a rough walk of 7 hrs. 

!From the head-waters of the Tosa 
is a pass, called the Passo di S, 
Gtacomoy by which travellers from 
Domo d'Ossola or the Simplon to 
the St Gothard may reach Airolo, 
by Hospital all' Acqua in the Val 
Bedretto. A mule-track, often faintly 
marked, leares the Tosa just abore 
the £Edls, and leads in about 4 hrs. to 
the poor inn at H. all* Acqua (Bte. 
63). When free from clouds there is 
a tine view of the Gothard range from 
the coL Between the Tosa Fall and 
the top of this pass a track bran(ihes 
rt, at a tarn called the Fisch See, and 
leads by a fine rte. over the Bocohetta 
di Val Maggia (about 9000 ft.) to the 
bead of the Val Bavona, which runs 
S. to the Val Maggia. 

It is possible in the opposite direc- 
tion to cross over the glaciers of the 
Ofenhorn to Binn.3 

2 m. below the Falls is the village 
of FruihmM, situated on the 4th pla- 
teau. Beyond it are Ourflen (Gro- 
vello), Zumsteg (Al Ponte) and Pont- 
fnat, where a stream from the Lehen- 
dun Lake falls, in on the rt. Peter 
Sillig, of Fruthwald, is said to be a 
good guide. The inhabitants of the 
upper part of the vaHey, as far as 
S'oppiano, are of German descent, 
speaking that language, and, accord- 
ing to tradition, are eusscendants of a 
colony from the Entlebuch. Owing 
to this fntermixture of languages, 
almost all the villages have a German 
as well as Italian name. Half an 
bour below Pommat is 

' Andermatten^ about 25 m. from 



Domo. Here is the principal church 
of the valley. 

[A high pass, the -Fbrco/ctcctij, crosses 
the mountains directly E. of Ander- 
matten to Val Bavona j and further 
S. the Criner Furka, 7631 ffc., leads in 
8 hrs.' walking through Val di Campo 
to Cevio and Bignasco, Rte. 113.] 

The lower part of the vale of the 
Tosa abounds in exquisite scenery. 
The Gorge of Foppiano (Germ. Unter- 
Stalden), 5 m. below Andermatten, is 
particularly grand. Lower down it 
expands, and displays all the softer 
beauties of high cultivation, luxuriant 
vegetation, and thick population. 

A Gar-road begins below Ander- 
matten ; 2} hrs. from that place there 
is a fair Inn. At Premia {Inn, poor) 
a stream descending from the W. joins 
the Tosa, and the valley changes its 
name into Val Antigorio. 

" The savage grandeur of the Val 
Formaaza, down which the river takes 
its passage, and the delicious re^oh 
through which it rolls in the Val 
Antigorio, cannot be painted in too 
glowing colours. In these high val- 
leys, mlly exposed to the power of 
the sunmier sun, there is truly a 
'blending of all beauties.' • The vine, 
the fig, and the broad-leafed chest- 
nut, and other proofs of the luxuri- 
ance of the soil of Italy, present 
themselves everywhere to the eye, 
intermixed with the grey blocks resrt- 
ing on the flanks and at the feet of 
the high granite ridge, out of whose 
recesses you have not as yet escaped. 
Instead of the weather-stained and 
simple habitation of the hardy Val- 
aisan, sheltered by the black belt of 
forest, upon which alone I had glanced 
yesterday, I now saw, on the southern 
declivity of the same range, the sub- 
stantial Italian structure, with its 
regular outline, and simple yet beau- 
tifol proportion, atid the villa, the 
handsome church, or the stone cot- 
tage, surrounded by its girdle of 
vines — the vine not in its stiff and 
unpicturesque Swiss orBhenisJMiress, 
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but the true vine of Italy and of 
poetry. Hinging its pliant and luxu- 
riant branches over the rustic ve- 
randa, or twining its long garland 
from tree to tree." — Latrobe. 

This charming valley is the chosen 
retreat of numerous retired citizens, 
such as bankers, jewellers, &c, who 
have built themselves villas in it. 
The mica-slate, rocks occurring near 
Premia and San Michele are full of 
red garnets. There are several timber- 
slides from the high forests. The trees 
are floated down the Tosa, and thus 
conveyed to Milan. An excellent 
carriage-road has been carried up 
to Premia- from Domo d'Ossola, 
4^ hrs.* good walking. 

[For passes between the Val An- 
tigorio and Yiesch in the Yalais, see 
Bte.61.] 

At Crodo — Germ. Crot — {Inn : 
Leone d'Oro) is the Italian Custom- 
house. 2 m. below Crodo, 2^ hrs.' walk 
below Premia, are the Baths of Crodo^ a 
large and well-furnished house, opened 
1848 : charge en pension 5 fr. a-day, 
baths extra. The establishment is 
not very well managed, and passing 
travellers are chained unreasonably. 
The waters contain iron. A spring 
rises in the gardens. Near this are 
gold-mines. Carriages and horses 
may be hired. 

Below Crodo the carriage - road 
crosses the river twice before it reaches 
San Marco, and then enters the Sim- 
plon road, at the lofty and beautiful 
bridge of Crevola, near the Ceme- 
tery, at the junction of the Vedro 
with the Tosa. (Rte. 59.) 

3 m. farther on lies Domo d'Ossola, 
(Rte. 59.) 



ROUTE 63. 

PASS OF THE N'dFENEN, FROM OBER- 
GESTELEN TO AIROLO. 

9 hours s: 23 Eng. m. This is 
neither a difficult nor a fine pass. 



The way is tolerably clear, and by 
travellers accustomed to mountains 
might in fine weather be found with- 
out, a guide. It is a horsepath, as- 
cending the vale of Eginen, as in 
Rte. 62, but, before reaching the Gries 
Glacier, turns to the 1., and crosses 
the ridge of the 

Niifenen (pron. Nufenen), 8009 ft. 
above the sea. This pass, unlike the 
Gries, has grass on its very top, which 
commands a fine view of the Oberlaid 
mountains. The summit is a plateiu 
requiring 20 min. to cross, the highest 
part being on the Yalaisan side. 
The path is marked by poles. There 
is at times a good deal of snow m 
the other side. The descent into tie 
Yal Bedretto is in places faint^ 
marked, and scarcely oistinguishabe 
from tracks of cattle. On the S. slop 
one of the branches of the Ticin) 
takes its rise. The path descends 
along its L bank to the 

Hospice aW Aoqua, 5266 ft., homely. 
3 hrs.* walk from Airolo. A path 
ascending rapidly through the rough 
pine-forest, crosses the Talley from 
this S. into the Yal Formazza to th« 
Falls of the Tosa, 3^ hrs.' walk (see 
Rte. 62). A car-road leads from 
Air Acqua down the Yal Bedretto, 
which, from its elevation, has but an 
inhospitable climate; long winters, 
and nrosts not uncommoiUy in the 
height of summer, morning and even- 
ing. It is clothed with forests and 
Pastures, from which its 612 inha- 
itants derive support in summer; 
while in winter the males migprate 
to Italy, to seek employment as ser- 
vants. It is flanked on either side by 
glaciers, and is dreadfully exposed 
to avalanches (§ 14). The masses of 
fallen snow often remain unmelted on 
the margin of the Ticino till the end 
of September. At 

Bedretto (small Inn), 4610 ft., the 
principal hamlet, the church-tower, 
which has been once swept away, 
along with the parsonage, is now pro- 
tected by an angular buttress, directed 
toward th^i^i4§^||r^ipi^l^^he ava- 
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lanches fall, so as to break and turn 
them away; 29 persons have, how- 
ever, lately lost their lives here hy a 
landslip. N.W. is seen the glacier 
of Pesciora, hanging on the flank of 
the Fizzo Pesciora, 10,246 ft., whose 
snow-clad heights contribute water to 
3 seas — the Adriatic, Mediterranean, 
and North Sea. The valley leading 
to Airolo is very pleasing. In the 
lower part. of it a scanty crop of rye 
is grown. 

At Ossasco {Inn) steep tracks to 
Val Bavona and Val Lavizzara fall 
in 

Airolo, in Rte. 34. 



ROUTE 65. 



ZitBIOH TO BOBSCHACH, BT ST. GALL. 
— BAILWAY. 

Zttrlch to Eng. m. 

Winterthur (Rte. 9) . . 16 

Wyl 33J 

Flawyl 42i 

Wlnkeln 48* 

St. Gall 52 

Borachach 62| 

3 trains daily, in about 4} hrs. 
Zurich in 1 hr. to 



Winierihur Junct Stat, in Rte. 9. 

The railway runs through a series 
of thriving villages, and the scenery, 
though quiet, is pleasing. It here 
leaves the Romansnom line and fol- 
lows the valley of the Toss as far as 
Elgg, 7 m. ; 6 m. farther it crosses 
the Murg and reaches 

Wyl Junct, Stat, where a line 
branches rt. to Ebnat in the Toggen- 
burg. Wyl {Inns : Adler, best; l3)we ; 
Sch5nthsJ), has 2000 Inhab., several 
convents, much cotton-spinning, and 
a, fine view of the Sentis. The rail 
next crosses the Thur river on 



a lattice-bridge 448 ft. long, and be* 
yond 

Flawyl Stat, {Inn: Rossli) the valley 
of the Glatt by a lattice-bridge of 3 
arches, 380 ft. long and 120 ft. high. 

Oossau Junct. Stat. Branch to Sulgen 
Stat., near Romanshom. 

Wtnkeln Junct, Stat, Branch to 
Herisau (Rte. 69), and Um&sch, to 
be continued to Appenzell. 

Bruagen Stat, dm. from St. Gall 
the valley of the Sitter is crossed by a 
wrought-tron lattice Bridge, of clever 
device, 560 ft. long, in 4 arches or spans. 
It is raised 17.5 ft. above the river, 
upon cast-iron piers resting on stone 
foundations. 1. Lower down the 
stream is the Krdtzeren BrOche, of 2 
fine stone arches, erected 1810. 

A long tunnel is then passed to 
St Gall Stat, (St. Gallen).— 7nns ; 
Hecht, excellent; Hirsch; H. Stieger, 
both good. A convenient centre to 
make excursions from. 

St. Gall, capital of the canton, 
and seat of a Kom. Cath. bishop, is 
situated in an elevated valley on the 
banks of a small stream called the 
Steinach, 2081 ft. above the sea. Pop. 
22,000 (about 6000 Rom. Cath.). It is 
the centre of the cotton and linen 
trade of E. Switzerland, notably of 
Swiss muslins. It largely exports these 
goods, and has a market for them on 
Saturdays. Cotton-spinning and em- 
broidery are also carried on. There 
are extensive bleacheries, and the 
neighbouring slopes are white with 
webs. The embroidered curtains and 
ladies' collars are very pretty and 
cheap. 



[Switz.'] 



The antique walls and the ditch, 
now converted into gardens, recall 
to mind the ancient history of St. 
GalL In the early part of the 7th 
cent. St. Gallus, an Irish monk, left 
his monastery at Ban&^or on Belfast 
Lough, with St. Columbanus and 
other monks, to preach the Gospel 
■ on the Continent. When, after many 
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hardships, they reached the Lake of 
Constance, and were about to pass 
into Italy, St, Gallus, seized with ill- 
ness, was obliged to be left behind* 
On his recovery he decided to pro- 
cefed no further, but to devote himself 
to the conversion of the surrounding 
tribes, and settled on the banks of 
the Steinach, then a wilderness buried 
in primaeval woods. He taught the 
wild people the arts of agriculture-, 
as well as true religion. The humble 
cell which the missionary had founded 
became the nucleus of civiU^ation: 
aiid fifty years after his death, when 
the fame of the miracles reported tp 
have been wrought at his tomb, drew 
thousands of pilgrims to the spot, it 
was replaced by a magnificeAt edi- 
fice, founded under the ^.uspices of 
Pepin FHcristal. This abbey was 
one of the oldest ecclesiastical esta- 
blishments in Germany. It became 
the asylum of learning during the 
dark ages, and was the most cele- 
brated school in Europe between the 
8th and 10th centuries. Here the 
classics of Kome and Greece were 
not only read but copied; and we owe 
to the labour of these obscure monks 
many of the most valuable which have 
been preserved to modern times in 
MSS. ; among them Quintilis^n, Silius 
Italicus, Marcellinus, and part of 
Cicero. About the beginning of the 
13th century St. Gall lost its re- 
putation for learning, as its abbots 
exchanged a love of piety and know- 
ledge for the pursuit of ambition. 
The desire of security first induced 
the abbot to surround his convent and 
the adjoining building with a wall 
and ditch, with 13 towers at intervals." 
This work was executed a.d. 954, 
and from that time may be dated the 
foundation of the town. He and his 
100 monks of the Benedictine order 
thouffht it no disgrace to sally forth 
sword in hand and helmet on head, 
backed by their 200 serfs, in the hour 
of danger, when the convent was 
threatened by ungodly laymen. The 
donations of pilgrims from all parts 
of Europe soon augmented the re- 
venues of the^ abbots. They became 
the most considerable territorial sove- 



reigns in N. Switzerland. They werfr 
raised to the rank of princes of tlie 
empire, and were engaged in constant 
wars with their neighbours, and lat- 
terly entangled in perpetual feuds with 
their subjects at home. These bold 
burghers, who, in the first instance, 
owed their existence and prosperity 
to the convent, became, in the eid 
restive under its rule. In the begifl- 
ning of the 15th century Appenzdl 
threw off the yoke of thd abbot ; Lt 
the Reformation St. Gall itself becane 
independent of him ; and in 1712 tie 
ecclesiastical prince was obligped to 
place the convent under the protection 
of those very citizens whose ancestors 
had been his serfs. The French H«- 
volution caused the secularization if 
the abbey, and the sequestration if 
its revenues followed in 1805. The 
last abbot, Fancratius Forster, diel 
in 1829, a pensioner on the bount; 
of others, in the convent of Mori. 

The Abbey Church (cathedral sinci 
1846) of Italian architecture, was 
completely rebuilt 1766; it possesses, 
in the Treasury or Sacristy, some 
antique relics — the bell of the originai 
hermitage, ch. plate, &c. Fine Orgai. 

The vast buildings of the Monastery 
date from the 17th and 18th centuries; 
and the part of it which formed 
the abbot's Palace (^Die Pfalz) now 
serves as a R. Cath. Seminary for 
teachers. The Convent Library (open 
Mond. Wednes. and Satur. 9 to 12, 
and 2 to 4) (Stifts Bibliothek) con- 
tains over 1400 volumes of Taiuable 
MSS., such as numerous Latin classics, 
MSS. of the 10th and 11th centuries, 
Greek New Testament of the 10th 
century, Psalms of the 9th century, 
various ancient MSS. either from Ire- 
land or transcribed by Irish xnonks; 
the Gospels of Sinlaam, bound in 
ivory tablets; Palimpsests, 4th cen- 
tury ; also a MS. of the Niebelungen 
Lied, and many letters relating to ibe 
Reformation. 

St. Laurent (Prot.), is a 12th-centY. 
ch., restored 1850-3. St. Mangen is 
said to be a ch. of the 9th cent^ 



Switzerland, route 66, — constanoe to Rorschach. 
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The finest edifices are the Cantonai 
School or Ptiblic Seminary, on the road 
to Rorschach, and near it the Museum, 
which includes a small picture gallery, 
containing good works by native 
artists, and Toum lAbrary^ and the 
Orphan Home, outside the town, to the 
N.W. 

At the Casino Club will be found an 
excellent reading-room, 

Post-office near the Rly. Stat. 

[The Freudenberg^ 2871 ft., about 2 
m., or half an hour's walk S.E., com* 
mands a panorama, including the lake 
of Constance and the mountains of St. 
Gall and Appenzell, with the Sentis 
at their head. A carriage-road leads 
up to the Inn on the top. 

Excursion,— From St Gall to Tro- 

f'en, Gais, Appenzell, Weissbad, and 
ack to St. Gall— a delightful day's 
drive (Bte. 68).] 

The railway runs for full a mile 
through the suburbs of St. Gall; then 
down the side of a pretty and well 
wooded ravine to 

Mdrschwyl Stat. Thence it descends 
through green fields and orchards, 
with fine views over the lake, to 

Rorschach, on the Lake of Con- 
stance : Buffet at the Stat. {Inns : 
Seehof,^ood, but rather dear; Hirsch, 
moderate ; Anker ; H. Bahnhof ; 
Post TKrone); Griiner Baimi. On 
the lake, 2^ m. towards Arbon, is 
the Hotel of the Baths of Horn.)— 
This is a busy port and the Terminus 
of the railways to Ziirich and Coire. 
IFriedrichshafen, the station for Ulm 
and Stuttgart ; and Lindau, the stat. 
for Augsburg and Munich, on the 
opposite shore of the lake, are respec- 
tively reached in 40 min. and Ij hr. 
The steamers also touch at Bregenz, 
in the Austrian province of the 
Vorarlberg, the most direct way 
to Tyrol.] Rorschach, with 4368 
Xnhab^ was once the principal com- 
market in N. Switzerland, but is now 
superseded by Bomanshom. Much 



muslin is made. There are many 
ancient houses, with sculptured oriels 
in the picturesque street which 
stretches along the lake; and exten- 
sive Swimming Baths 5 min. below the 
town. The neighbouring vineyards 
produce Markgrdfier wine. 

On the slope, a little above Hor- 
schach, is the large dilapidated build- 
ing, called Statthalterei, or Mariaberg^ 
a palace once of the proud abbots of 
St. Gall, now a government School, 
Its Gothic cloister, and vaulted refec- 
tory with bas-reliefs, deserve notice 
(date 1513). Fine view from the ter- 
race. Above, perched on a projecting 
sandstone rock, is the desolate Castle 
of St Anna, with its square keep; 
and f hr. higher the Bos^yShel, a hill 
which commands the whole lake. 
Another beautiful point of view is 
the Weinachten Eck, 4^ m. on the road 
to Heiden, particularly for the influx 
of the Bhine, and mountains above 
the town of Bregenz. 

Railways to Constance and to Coire 
and Bregenz (Rte. 66), and to Heiden 
(Rte. 68). [It is a pleasant 3 days' 
walk (to Ragatz or Coire) through 
Heiden to the inn on the top of the 
Gabris, thence to Weissbad: thence 
over Hoherkasten to the Ruthi rly. 
Stat.] 



ROUTE 66. 

CONSTAKCE TO BORSOHAOH AKD RA.GATZ 
— ^THE BATHS OF PFIfK EB8. — 
RAILWAY. 

The railway runs along the shores 
of the lake, commanding beautiful 
views of the mountains. The principal 
stations are 

1 m. Kreuzlingen (Rte. 8). j 

2} m. MUnsterlingem by VjOOglC 
p *i 
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9 m. Homanshom (Rte. 10.) 
5 m. Arbon (Rte. 8.) 
2 m. Horn (here is a large Bathing 
Establishment.) 

2} m. BorscJuichj Bte. 65. 

After learing Rorschach the rail 
skirts the foot of low hiUs green 
with vineyards. It passes Wartegg, a 
castle belonging to the ex-Duchess of 
Parma, and the ruins of the feudal 
castle Wartensee, Wemburg, on the 
heieht, is the seat of the Prince of 
HohenzoUern Sigmaringen. Fine view 
from his park, particularly from the 
Steineme Tisohy or Stone Table, above 
the castle. 

4} m. Bheineck Stat {Inns: Post; 
Ochs), a village of 1500 Inhab., with 
ruins of a castle, on the 1. bank of the 
Rhine, about 4 m. above its mouth 
under vineclad hills. Diligence to 
Heiden. On the hills above is Walzen' 
hausen, with a Kurhaus beautifully 
situated. 

3} m. St Margarethen Junct Stat, a 
pretty village embowered in a grove 
of walnut and fruit trees. Here the 
line from Lindau comes in, crossing 
the Rhine by a long bridge. Rt., on the 
hills, is seen the village of Heiden 
(Rte. 65). The rail turns S. up the 
valley through a country rich in grain, 
especially maize, and abounding in 
orchards. The Rhine here is a wide, 
shallow, muddy, and unsteady stream, 
constantly changing its channel and 
overflowing its banks : it is not navi- 
gated except by wood-rafts. 

8 m. 4-ltstadten Stat, {Inns: Drei 
Kbnige or Post ; Freihof ; Splugen, at 
the stat.). The town is nearly a mile 
from the station. It is an old town, 
many houses on arcades. Its 7800 
Inhab. are chiefly engaged in muslin- 
weaving and embroidery. [There is a 
road over the hill of Stoss to Gais, 6 m., 
Appenzell, 9 m., and Weissbad, 11 J m. 
Diligence through Gais to Appenzell. 
Another road, over the Buppen, leads 
to Trogen, 9 m. There is also a 
footpath to Heidei^, in 3 hrs. These 



heights command a glorious view 
over the Alps of the Vorarlbeig. j 
The women of the lower Rheinthal 
are all diligently occupied in tam- 
bourine muslin ; much of which goes 
to England.] 

4m. Oherried Stat {Inns: Adler; 
Krone ; Sonne). On the rt is the 
ruinous old tower of Schloss Blatten. 
From Oberried to Feldkirch in A^- 
tria beyond the Rhine is 1 J post. 

[This is the best starting-point for 
the ascent of the Kamor, or of its 
precipitous neighbour the Hoherkts- 
ten, 5902 ft., which lies further S. Tie 
mountain-side is steep forest and then 
grass nearly to the top of Kamir 
(beware of holes in the limestone^; 
the way then lies on a level along 
the flank of Kamor S. to Hoherkastm 
— the Appenzell Rigi — ^which has a 
neat little Inn on the top, with magn- 
flcent view of the Alps of Vorarlberj, 
Engadine, and Grisons. Between this 
peak and Kamor is the Kamor Pasit 
leading to the Baths of WeissbacL 
The ascent is about 3 hrs.] 

3 m. Bathi Stat. (2 humble Inns) 
under the Kamor, 5748 ft. 

4 m. Saletz Stat., for Sennwald {Lm: 
Krone). Down to the 17 th century, 
this district belonged to the barons of 
Hohen Sax, many of whose castles, 
reduced to ruins by the Appenxellers, 
may be discerned upon the W, heights 
of the Rhine valley. One of this faimly, 
a Protestant, escaped with difficulty 
from the massacre of St. Bartholomew 
at Paris, and on his return home was 
murdered by his nephew. After this 
foul deed, it is the popular beUef that 
the blessing of God was withdrawn 
from the race. In 1616 their vast 
domains were sold to Ziirich, and soon 
afterwards the family became extinct. 
The body of the murdered man is still 

E reserved in a coffin with a glass 
d, dried like a mummy, under the 
church-tower of Sennwald. This cir- 
cumstance, and the story connected 
with it, have given to the remains a 
reputation for sanctity ; so that, though 
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a Protestant, the Catholics haye stolen 
some of the limbs as relics, and once 
actually carried off the body across 
the Khine; it was, however, speedily 
recovered. 

1^ m. ffaag Stat From Sax the 
pass of the Saxer Zucke to Weissbad. 

3 m. Buc?i8 Junct Stat (Inns : Arl- 
berg; Rossli ; Sonne). ; Above it Schloss 
Werdenbergy seat of a noble family of 
that name, who played an important 
part in early Swiss history. It is 
m good preservation. A cross-road 
runs to Wildhaus, and a railway 
.crosses the Khine to Feldkirch in 
Austria. 

3 m. Sevelen (^Tnn : Traube). Rt. 
the rained castle of Wartau ; 1. beyond 
the Rhine, Vaduz, capital of the 
principality of Lichtenstein; and near 
the entrance of the Luziensteig ^ass 
Schloss Guttenberg. Behind it rises 
the grey head of the I\xlkn%88 with its 
chaplet of snow. 

[The Ahier (7753 ft.) may be as- 
cended hence in 4 to 5 hrs. by a good 
path. A solid house of refuge has 
been constructed near the top.j 

7 J m. Sargans Junct, Stat. (Buffet at 
the Stat. ; H. Thoma, close to it). The 
village is a mile off. Here the rail 
joins that from Wallenstadt and 
Zilrich to Coire. (See Rtes. 13 and 
81.) 

4 m. Bagati Stat. : Omnibus to the 
Baths f m.: (Hotels: Quellen Hof, 
a magnificent Bathing Establishment, 
with terraced gardens ; Hof Ragatz, 
originally the summer residence of the 
abbots; usually overcrowded. These 
houses are supplied with water from 
the hot springs of Puffers, conveyed 
hither in wooden pipes 12,500 ft. long. 
H. Tamina, very good; 125 beds, from 
2 fr. ; good baths. Adjoining it is the 
Dorf Bad, These are all first-class. 
H. Schweizerhof, good and reason- 
able; H. Bahnhof,fair; Krone; Fried- 
thai; Ochs; Bar). Furnished houses 
can be had. 



Ragatz (2000 ft.) is a village of 
1800 R. C. Inhab., at the mouth of 
the gorge through which the torrent 
Tamina issues out to join the Rhine. 
It occupies a central position at the 
junction of the roads from Zurich, 
St. Gall, Feldkirch, and CoirC) but 
thrives chiefly on visitors attracted 
by its excellent hotels, its beautiful 
scenery, mild climate, and abundant 
supply of the mineral waters of 
Pfaffers. The most conspicuous build- 
ing is the Bathhouse and Hotel, called 
Qttellenhof, a palace in extent and 
architecture, in the midst of gardens, 
well laid out, in which a band plays. 
It has an English chapeL The philo- 
sopher Schelling (died 1854) is buried 
in the Rom. Cath. Cemetery. His 
monument was erected by the King 
of Bavaria. 

In full view of Ragatz rise the 
grand peaks and ridges of the Fal- 
kins, and in front the ruins ciFretiden" 
berg Castle, just W. of Ragatz, de- 
stroyed 1437 in the war between the 
confederates and Zilrich. 

The Old Baths op Pfaffebs, 
2} m. up the gorge of the Tamina, 
one of the most extraordinary spots in 
Switzerland, Carriages wait at the 
station, and charge 8 fr. for 2 persons, 
10 fr. for 3 or 4, there and back. 
Those who are able should walk ; 
it is not possible to miss the way. 
The defile leading to it, a deep fissure 
in the mountain side, is romantic ; 
the torrent forming waterfalls at every 
step. 

The Old Baths are situated in two 
large piles of building, connected by 
a chapel, on a narrow ledge a few feet 
above the roaring Tamina. They are 
so deeply sunken between the rocks 
that they may be said to be half- 
buried, and in the heieht of summer 
the sun shines upon them only from 
10 to 2. 

The hot springs of Pfaffers were, 
it is said, mscovered by a hunter, 
about 1038, who, having entered into 
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the abyss of the Tamina, in the pur- 
suit of game, remarked the column 
of vapour arising from them. Thev 
were certainly known in the 13th 
century, and were much frequented 
throughout the middle ages. For 
many years nothing was done to facili- 
tate access to the source, hidden away 
at the bottom of a great gulf, and 

Eatients desirous of profiting by its 
ealing virtues were let down from 
the cliffs above, by ropes, and, in 
order to reap as much benefit as 
possible, were accustomed to pass a 
week together, both day and night, in 
the bath, not only eating and drinking, 
but sleeping, under hot water, instead 
of blankets. The cause of the virtue 
of the water is not very evident, as a 
pint contains scarcely 3 grains of sa- 
une particles ; it has a temperature 
of about 98° Fahrenheit The patients 
at the old Baths are almost ex- 
clusively of the lower orders; those 
of the more opulent classes prefer 
living in hotels and lodging-houses 
in the sunny valley of the Bhine, to 
which the mineral waters are now 
conducted in pipes. 

The situation of the old baths is 
both gloomy and monotonous, hem- 
med in between dripping walls of 
yock, and shaded by dank foliage, 
with only a narrow strip of sky over- 
head, and with small space or faci- 
lities for locomotion and exercise. 
To one fresh from the upper world, 
its meadows and sunshine, a visit to 
Pfaffers has all the effect of being at 
the bottom of a well or a mine, ex- 
cept for a few hours at midday. The 
atmosphere is kept at one regular 
temperature of chilliness by the per- 
petual draught brought down by the 
torrent; and the solitary and im- 
prisoned ray which about noon, and 
for an hour or two afterwards, finds 
its way into these recesses, is in- 
sufficient to impart permanent warmth 
or cheerfulness. 



Source of the hot spring, 

A few yards above the old baths' 
the sides of the ravine of the Tamina 
contract in an extraordinary manner, 
so as to approach within a few feet 
of each other; a little farther they 
even close over and cover up ihe 
river, which is seen issuing out of a 
cavern. The springs are reached 
through the bath-house, whence a 
bridge of planks leads to tiie entrance, 
whidi is closed by a door. The 
bridge is prolonged into the gorie, 
in the shape of a scaffolding or shof, 
suspended by iron stanchions to tke 
rocks, and partly laid in a niche at 
out of the side. It is carried aU aloig 
the chasm as far as the hot spring, 
and affords the only means of a]- 
proach to it, as the sides of the reit 
are vertical, and there is not an inci 
of room between them and the torren. 
Formerly the passage was along tw<^ 
sometimes one plank, unprotected b; 
railings ; at present a platform, 4 fee; 
wide, furnished with a liand-rail, ren- 
ders the approach to the spring easj 
for the most timid, and perfectly frit 
from risk. Each person pays 1 fr. 
for admittance. A few ^ards from 
the entrance, the passage is darkened 
by the overhanging rock. The sudden 
chiQ of an atmosphere never visited by 
the sun*s rays, the rushing and roaring 
of the torrent, the threatening posi- 
tion of the rocks above, have a grand 
and striking effect. In parts it is 
almost dark, where the sides of the 
ravine one overlap another. The rocks 
in many places show marks of having 
been ground away, and scooped out by 
the rushing river, and by the stones 
brought down with it. For severU 
hundred yards the river pursues an 
almost subterranean course. In some 

S laces the roots of the trees are seen 
angling over-head. Had Virgil or 
Dante known the gorge of I^PaflTers, 
they would certainly have conducted 
their heroes through it to the jaws of 
the infernal regions. 

The shelf of platiks extends 700 
yards from the baths. ^^%- its ex- 
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tremiiy, at the bottom of a cavern rise 
the springs, of a temperature of about 
100° jFahrenheit ; the water is received 
into a reservoir nearly 15 feet; deep, 
from which it is conducted in pipes. 
The first baths were miserable hovels, 
suspended, like swallows' nests, to the 
face of the rock : the only entrance 
was by the roo^ and the sick were let 
down by ropes and pulleys. Marks 
of these structures are still to be seen. 
The springs generally cease to flow in 
winter; they are most copious when 
the siiow has fallen in abundance, and 
continue from spring till autumn, 
after which their fountains are again 
sealed. The water has little taste or 
smell ; it bears some resemblance, in 
its mineral contents, to that of Ems, 
and is used botii for bathing and 
drinking. 

After emetgikig from the gorge, the 
traveller may ascend tbie valley above 
it by excellent paths on the steep 1. 
bank, and then keeping to the L, and 
descending a little, he will in about 
half a mile cross by a natural bridge 
beneath which the Tamina, out of 
sight and hearing from above, forces 
its way past the hot springs. A kind 
of staircase (Steige) formed of trunks 
and roots of trees, on the rt. bank, 
leads to the carriage-road on an upper 
sta^ of the valley, which is covered 
with verdant pasture on one side, and 
with thick woods on the other. The 
two sides are separated by the gash 
and narrow gorge. This is, perhaps, 
the best point for obtaining a general 
view of the baths and the singular 
spot in which they are sunken. On 
looking over the precipice, you per- 
ceive, at the bottom of the ravine, at 
the depth of 300 feet, the roofs of 
the two large buildings. The upper 
valley, also, with its carpet of bright 
green, its woods, and limestone cliffs, 
the crags of the Calanda to the S., 
and the peak of the Falkniss on the 
opposite side of the Rhine, form a 
ma^ificent landscape. 

It is a walk of 20 min. by the car- 
riage-road, from the top of the Steige, 
and high above the Tamina, to 



Pfuffera {Tiins : Taube j Iiowe). 
There is a more direct foot*path from 
the road below the Baths, crossing a 
fragile bridge, and ascending through 
the woods (1 hr.). In this village is 
the 

Convent of JPfdffers^ built 1665-97, 
in place of one destroyed by fire^ 
It encloses a church, like all the con^ 
vents of the Benedictine order. It is 
finely placed on a mountain-pli^tform, 
commanding the valley of i^e Bhin^ 
pn one side backed by the Falkniss, 
on the other opening out towards tihf 
lake of Wallenstadt and the peaks pf 
the Sieben Churfirsten. This monar 
stery, founded 713, was suppressed, 
after an existence of 10 centuries, in 
1838, by the government of St. Gall, in 
consequence of the finances of the 
convent becoming involved, and at the 
request of a majority of the brethren. 
The Government pensioned the,9l»- 
bot and monks, took possession of 
the convent and all that belonged to 
it, and have converted it into a lunatic 
asylum. 

It once possessed a very extensive 
territory ; its abbots were princes; 
but the .French^ as usual, appro- 
priated lj>eir revenues; and, at tiie 
termination of the Frrach rule, but a 
small part of thmr property was re* 
stored to them, including the baths. 

From Ffaffers the road, with a 
glorious view, descends in zigeags to 
Bagatz, passing the ruined Castle of 
Wartenstein, There is a short cut 
through the wood. 

A pedestrian bound to Coire need 
not return to Bagatz after ascending 
the Steige, but may pass the convent 
and go by path to the Untere-Zoll- 
Briicke; or he may proceed to Reiche- 
nau by the KunkeU (see below, 6). 

The Calanda, or Calandaberg (9213 
ft., the mountain on the rt bank of 
the Tamina, above the old baths) is a 
5-hours' climb. Bough accommoda- 
tion for the night may be obtained at 
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the chalets called Obem Maiensdss, 
about 2 hrs. below the summit. 

The Piz Aluriy about 5000 ft., is 
another fine point of view, but quite 
easy to ascend, in 1) hr. from Ffaffers 
village through St. Marsarethen. It 
is the rocky crown of an almost 
precipitous descent to the Rhine, the 
Highest crag being reached by a lad- 
der. Many other Excursions may be 
made from Ragatz. 

a. To Luziensteig, a fortified pass 
beyond the Rhine, 4^ m. between the 
Flascherberg and the Falkniss. Carr.- 
road from Mayenfeld (or short cut 
from Ragatz Stat.) through beautiful 
woods to the small Inn on the top of 
the pass. Thence you may descend 
in 1 hr., through the fortified gateway, 
to BalzerSf ana to the ferry for Triib- 
bach Stat. 30 min. The ascent of the 
Flascherberg from Luziensteig is made 
bj carriage-road reaching in succes- 
sion the various forts, and the view 
from its top, and down the precipice 
which scarps one side of it, is striking. 

6. To the Piz Soly 9340 ft., the 
highest point of the Grauehdmer. 
It is a long day's work. 

c. By the Kunkels Pass to Reichenan. 
This pass is not very striking, but 
pretty, and a change from the Rhine 
valley. There is a carriage-road to 
Vadura, then char-road to Vattis, 
beyond that point a horse-path. A 
pedestrian can go by the old baths, 
and ascend the Steige to the road. 
It proceeds along the rt bank of the 
Tamina, past many small slate-works, 
to the hamlet of Vadura. The valley 
is here tolerably wide and fertile ; 
soon afterwards it contracts and 
becomes walled in with precipices, 
pines growing on them wherever there 
IS room. In about 2 hrs. from the 
Steige the valley turns rt. and opens 
out ; then comes Vattis (with a pretty 
little 7»n, the Gemsli) opposite the 
entrance of the Csdfeuser Thai. 
The path now lies over meadows, the 
precipices of the Calanda overhanging 
on tne 1. The numerous chalets of 
Kunkels are next reached, and then 



the foot of the col, where the L path 
must be taken ; and an ascent of 20 
min., through clumps of beech aid 
fir, leads to the head of the pass, 2| 
hrs. from Vattis. There is not much 
view from the col itself. Keepiig 
again 1., the path plunges into the 
ravine of Foppa, ana by a very steep 
descent Tamins is reached and then 
Reichenau (Rte. 87). Time, fair 
walking — 



Ragata. hn. min. 

Steige 1 O 

VattiB 2 O 

Col 2 O 

Reiohenaa 1 SO 

Total ... 6 20 



[Or reversed, by Pfdffers— 

Reichenau hrs. min. 

Col 1 40 

vattis 1 30 

Pffiffere 2 O 

RagatB S6 

Total. . . 6 463 

A French detachment crossed - thii 
pass in 1799, and drove the Austrian 
out of Tamins. 

d. The excursion up the Calfeuser 
Thai towards the dacier of Sardoca 
the source of the Tamina, is seldom 
made, but the scenery is very gjand. 
As far as Vattis the path is Uie same 
as that over the Kunkels. Thence 
a mule-path to 8t, Martin, where the 
Hingelspitz, 10,506 ft;., rises L, the 
Grauelimer rt., and the Schetbe^ 9587 
ft., at the head of the valley. There is 
a pass to the Weisstannen Thai, on 
the N., and a difiicult passage by the 
Sardona glacier to the Semf Thai. 

e. The Scesaplana, This is perhaps 
the most tempting excursion for an 
active pedestrian. He will do best to 
choose the route from Bludenz on the 
Austrian side for the ascent, return- 
ing by Seewis, an expedition of 2 days, 
sleeping at the hut at the Lunersee. 
(Rte. 94.) 

/, Those who do not intend to cross 
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the Spliigen into Italy, ought at any 
rate to visit the Via Mala and may 
return in a long day.] 



ROUTE 67. 

BBEGENZ TO 8ARGANS (rLT.) OB MAY- 
ENFELD, BY VADUZ. 

The direct route from Tyrol to 
north-eastern Switzerland is by the 
"Vorarlberg Railway, which quits the 
valley of the Inn at Landeck, and 
enters the valley of the Rhine at 
Feldkirch. Pedestrians may reach 
Bregenz from Tyrol, or the Bavarian 
Alps, through the beautiful valley of 
the Bregenzer Ach, a mountain torrent 
Avhich, after a course of about 35 m., 
falls into the Lake of Constance a 
MUeS-W. of Bregenz. 

Railway, Bregenz to Bucks, 

Bregenz Stat, (Inns: Oesterreich- 
ischer Hof ; Bregenzer Hof; Schwarzer 
Adler, on the lake ; Goldener Adler ; 
Krone; Weisser Kreuz; Schweizer- 
hof). The chief town of the Vorarl- 
berg. (See Handbook for Southern 
Gbrmant.) 

Feldkirch Junct, Stat,, 21 m. (Inns: 
Englischer Hof, good; Lowe; Ochs), 
the frontier town of Austria, finely 
situated at the opening of the valley 
of the lU, through which lies the road 
to Tyrol. Rly. to Bludenz, on the 
road to Landeck, Innsbruck. 

The rail crosses the Rhine to join 
the rly. from Rorschach to Sargans at 

Btushs Junct. Stat,, Rte. 66. 
[About 1 m. from the town the road 



quits the Austrian territory to enter th6 
principality of Lichtenstein, one of the 
smallest sovereign States in Europe, 
measuring about 12 m. in length by 
3 or 4 in breadth. The Prince has 
very large possessions in Austria, and 
usually holds a high position at the 
Court of Vienna, not caring to exercise 
in person his rights of miniature roy- 
alty. He is, however, or was, a mem- 
ber of the Germanic Confederation, 
and contributed 55 men to the Federal 
army I The old road continues along 
the rt. bank of the Rhine, passing 
Vaduz, the capital of this minute 
State, below the mountain of the Brei 
Schwestem, About 6 m. farther Balzers 
(Inn: Post), formerljr a post-station, 
at the foot of the heights, which are 
crowned by the fortress of Luziensteig, 
contested between the Swiss and Aus- 
trians in the 1 5th centy. and Thirty 
Years* War (1621-24), and in the war 
of the French Revolution. It was re- 
built 1830. To the rt is Sckloss Gut- 
tenberg, 4^ m. farther, over the beau- 
tiful Luziensteig pass, and about 18 m. 
from Feldkirch, is Mayenfeld Stat. 
Thence to Coire by rly. CRte. 81).] 



ROUTE 68. 

RORSCHACH TO HEIDEN, QAI8, AND At- 
PENZELL; WITH EXCURSIONS TO 
WEISSBAD, THE WILDKIRCHLEIN, AND 
THE HOCH SENTIS. 

Canton Appenzell lies out of the 
beat of English travellers, completely 
surrounded by Canton St. Gall, and 
shut in on the S. by the Sentis Alps ; 
on which side no great roads pass 
out of it. From the 13th to the 15th 
century the inhabitants of Appenzell 
were engaged in constant stru^les 
with the powerful abbots of St. Gall, 
who were ever attempting to encroach 
on their liberties. I& ai&3 Appenzell 
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Sect. I. 



joined the Swiss cantons as the 18th 
and last before 1798. The internal 
troubles caused b^ the Reformation 
resulted in the diirision of the canton, 
in 1597, into 2 districts, called Ehoden, 
independent of each other, but enjoy- 
ing each only one vote at the diet. 
Nowhere else in Europe (except, 
perhaps in Canton Uri) have the 
primitire institutions of Teutonic de- 
mocracy, on which our own Constitu- 
tion is founded, survived in their 
original simplicity with so little inter- 
ruption or alteration. The govern- 
ment, in both states, is a pure de- 
mocracy : the General Assembly, or 
Landesgemeindcy is composed of every 
male bom in the canton, and at- 
tendance at its annual meetings is 
enforced by a fine. Ausser Rhoden 
is very thickly peopled, having 4308 
Inhab. to the Germ. sq. league, 
chiefly Protestants. They are almost 
exclusively engaged in manu&ctures 
of cotton, muslin, tambouring, &;c. 
Inner Bhoden, on the contrary, with 
1726 Inhab. to the sq. league, is 
a land of herdsmen, and Roman 
Catholic ; and though manufactures 
have begun, it is not so prosperous as 
Ausser Bhoden. 

There is a wonderful appearance of 
prosperity, of cleanliness and neat- 
ness in Ausser Rhoden, which is very 
pleasing. The hill-sides, green to their 
very top, are studded with the cheerful 
dwellings of the peasants. The villages 
of Trogen, Teufen, and Speicher are 
highly interesting, for, though the 
houses are of wood, they are tastily 
and comfortably built, and most of 
them have a well-tended garden. In 
fact many persons of ample fortune 
reside in these little towns, much of 
the Swiss muslin being made or em- 
broidered here for St. Gall houses. 
Every cottage is filled with females 
assiduously busied in embroidery, and 
the extent of education, or rather of 
learning, is said to be extraordinary. 

The Inner Rhoden is Catholic, and 
is not so prosperous, but the differ- 
ence is now much less marked than 
formerly. 



The Appenzellers are very fond of 
ffymnastics ; and a part of eveij holi- 
day is devoted to wrestling. Bjirling 
the stone is another favourite exercise. 
A mass of rock, varjring in weight 
from half to a whole cwt., is poised 
on the shoulder, and then cast 
forward a distance of several feet. 
In 1805 a man of Umasch hurled a 
stone, weighing 184 lbs., 10 ft Tie 
Appenzellers are also capital shots: 
rine-matches are held in summer «n 
almost every Sunday, and the Grad- 
ing reports resound on all side. 
The Appenzellers are much addict^ 
to dancing and to assembling ii 
public-houses, the number of whict 
IS astonishing. Being less overrui 
by strangers than other jparts cf 
Switzerland, the prices at inns ar^ 
very much lower. For carriages 
however, they are higher, but tli« 
carriages and horses are, as a rule 
better. 

Although the mountains of Appen* 
zell are not of the first order of magi- 
nitude, there are few Alpine districts 
which will better reward the lover of 
pastoral scenery. For pedestrians ar- 
riving by the Lake of Constance, it 
offers the most direct and agreeable 
route for commencing a tour in the 
Alps. It is easily accessible by good 
carriage-roads from the E. and W".; 
and, though little frequented by Eng- 
lish, is annually visited by large num- 
bers of Germans and Swiss, who come 
chiefly for the cure de petit laity or 
molken-kur, which is supposed to be 
very beneficial to health. This "care** 
consists in drinking goats*- whey, here 
called schotten, which is brought in 
large quantities every morning, still 
warm, to the establishments. There 
can be little doubt that benefit is 
often derived, but it may be allow- 
able to believe that the pure mountain 
air, healthful exercise, and regular 
life, have as large a share in the effect 
as the goats'-whey. The principal 
establishments of this kind are a.t 
Gais, Weissbad, Heiden, Gonten, and 
Umasch. 

The mountains ofAppei^ell- are 



Switzerland. 
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corered with tohortle-berries so plenti- 
fully that 200 persons are engaged 
daily oollecting them, and earn in 
6 weeks, 8000 fr. 



From Rorschach (Rte. 65), a rly. 
on the Rigi system runs up to Heiden, 
the gradient, however, never exceed- 
ing 1 in 11. 

Soon after leaving Rorschach Stat., 

the train begins to ascend, and in less 

than 2 m. rises 650 ft. The views 

over the lake on the way are very 

fine. (Take seats on 1.) At the top 

of this steep incline the line turns to 

the S., leaves the lake, and runs along 

the side of a well-wooded and deep 

ravine to Sohioendi Stat Heiden is 

now seen high up on the L The rly. 

continues along the side of the ravine, 

then makes a sweep, and in something 

less than an hour from Rorschach, 

lands the passengers at 

Jleiden, 2644 ft {Inns: Frei Hof und 
Schweizer Hof, both good -, Kuran- 
stalt, comfbrtable). This village, of 
3200 Inhab., consists entirely of large 
houses, in wide streets, each house 
standing alone, looking as if it had 
just been freshly painted. It is 
placed on the slope of the mountain 
overlooking the lake of Constance 
(1400 ft. below), with green fields and 
fir-woods around, above, and below. 
The village was burnt in 1838, and 
the inhabitants no doubt rebuilt it 
in wide streets, and with detached 
houses, in order to avoid a similar 
catastrophe. The aspect of the vil- 
lage is exceedingly cheerful. Many 
or the houses are pensions, or are let 
in lodgings; but most of them are 
private houses, the inhabitants of 
which are engaged in weaving and 
embroidering muslin curtains. As far 
is the traTeUer can see, there is not a 
(mall or dilapidated house or a poor 
>er8on in the place. 

Heiden is much frequented during 



the summer for the whey-cure, and 
has a Kursaal and band. On Sundays 
the band plays chorales on the gAllery 
running outside the high churcn 
tower. 

[Excursions — 

a. From the littie Chapef of St 
Antony, about 4 m. S., a beautiful view 
is gained, looking over the valley of 
the Rhine, and part of the Lake of 
Ck>nstance, and at the opposite ranges 
of the Vorarlberg and Lichtenstein 
mountains. 

b. The top of the Kaien is IJ hr. 
fh)m Heiden. By it Trogen may be 
reached on foot.] 

There is an exceedingly beautiful 
drive (diligences daily) of about 7 m. 
to Trogen. The road rises steadily 
through green fields and woods, at 
the side of a ravine for about 3 m., 
when it reaches a pass with a fine 
view towards the Sentis. From this 
it is tolerably level to Wald, whence 
it descends by a series of zigzags to 
a fine bridge across a stream, then 
ascends again some 400 ft. to Trogen. 
The number of large and well-kept 
houses with muslin curtains in the 
windows is remarkable. 

Trogen, 3000 ft. {Ims: Krone, feii-; 
Rossli), the seat of the government 
of Appenzell (Ausser-Rhoden), with 
2629 Inhab., a group of beautifully 
ornamented timber houses, each with 
its flower-garden. The Landsge- 
meinde meets here and at Hiindwyl 
in alternate years. 

From hence to Gais there is ' a 
carriage-road by B&hler (see below), 
making a considerable circuit ; but 
tl^ more agreeable route is by car- 
riage-road over the Gabns (1} hr. 
up; i hr. down to Gais), 4119 ft., 
with an Inn (clean and cheap), on 
the Signalhdhe, commanding a charm-' 
ing panorama — the Sentis and Alte 
Mann; the Falkniss, Scesa Plana, 
and 111 Thai ; the lake of Constance, 
and distant Rigi and Pilatus. The 
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Sect. L 



finger-posts are very namerous on 
these hills, so that a pedestrian need 
rarely be at fault. A direct path 
from the inn to 

(raw, 3000 ft. {Inns: Krone, with 
garden ; Ochs, — ^both good ; Hirsch, 
and many others). The bres[d is very 
white and good here. This little vil- 
lage of 2550 Protestant Inhab. and of 
neat timber cottages, mostly converted 
into lodging-houses by the peasants, 
their owners, irreffularly scattered 
over lawn-like meadows, is situated 
in an open country, at an elevation 
of 3000 ft. above the sea. Its pure 
and bracing air, and Cure of Goats'' 
)Vheyf annually attract hither many 
hundred invalids from all parts of 
continental Europe ; and during the 
season, in July and August, the prin- 
cipal inns are generally full. 

The chalet-built houses are parti- 
cularly clean, trimly painted outside. 
The native songs of the cow-herds 
and dairy-mai£ of AppenzeU are 
highly melodious; the music of the 
cows' bells is everywhere heard. 

Gais lies in full view of the Sentis 
and its chain. For the road from 
Gais to Altstatten, see below. 

[There b a diligence from St. Gall 
to Trogen in Ij^ nr., and thence to 
Gais.] 

Trogen to AppenzeU, 12 m. 

The carriage-road usually taken is 
round by Teufen. 1-horse carriage, 
1 2 fr. The road is finely engineered, 
and, after an ascent and descent, it 
reaches 

Teufen (^Inns: Hecht, good; Zur 
Linde ; H. des Alpes ; Bar). The 
inhabitants of this flourishing village 
of neat cottages are chiefly engaged 
in the manufacture and embroiderv 
of muslin. N., on the SchUfles Eckt 
or FrdhliGhsegg, is a much-frequented 
mountain Inn^ with a fine view. 

Here it leaves the road to St Gall, 
and turns to the rt., descending 



through the usual green fields and 
woods to Biihler, another clean, hand-* 
some village. The road then goes up 
the side of a ravine, at the botton 
of which are, in wet weather, a series 
of cascades. The road turns to the 
rt. just before reaching Gais (s«e 
above), and crossing to a pass uon 
which is a fine view, descends to 

AppenzeU (2560 ft.) {Inns : Hech, 
Lowe; both good). Thoush the chief 
place of Inner Bhoden, this is but a 
large village of 4300 B. Cath. Inhal, 
consisting of old wooden houses 
with two convents, and a moden 
Church attached to a Gothic choi; 
painted with representations of bac 
ners and flags taken by the Appei- 
zellers in the 15th cent It derives it 
name from the country-seat of th 
Abbot of St Gall (Abten-zelle, Ab 
batis Cella), which was anciently buit 
here, when the country around wai 
savage. It is now known for em- 
broidery. It stands in a green anc 
fertile valley. 

The nearest stat. is Urnasch (Bte 
69). A rly. is in progress. 

The Landesgemeinde, or Assembl/ 
of the canton, used to meet on t 
square, near a lime-tree, every year. 
In the Becord Oflice, Archio, are 
preserved a number of banners, 
taken by the Appenzellers of old— 
the flags of Constance, Winterthur, 
Feldkirch ; the Tyrolese free en- 
sign, inscribed "Hundert Tausend 
TeufeV* a trophy of Landeck, 1407; 
the Genoese banner of St George; 
and two captured from the Venetians, 
151 6, in the battle of AgnadeL About 
2i m. S.E. of AppenzeU is 

Weissbadf a pension, bathing, and 
goat's-whey-cure establishment, fairly 
well kept and beautifully situated in 
a retired spot under the wooded /Cron- 
berg, at the foot of the Sentis. It has 
202 bedrooms, but is frequently full 
The nearest stat. in the Rheintfaal 
is Altstadten, 2} hrs.' drive bjr Cvais. 



Simtzerland, route 68. — weissbad. excdrsions. 
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small lake under the Sentis, 1^ hr.'s 
walk : very pretty scene. 

Three torrents, the Briihl (or 
Semtis)-bach E., the Schwendibach 
S., and the Weissbach W., issuing out 
of 3 valleys, unite at Weissbad, and 
form the river Sitter [see the relief- 
map or model of the district in the 
hotel]. 

6. Near the end of a precipice 
which walls in (N.) the middle vaUey, 
1^ hr.'s walk or ride, is the singular 
chapel of the WUdkirchlein. It is best 
reached by the Weissbach valley (up 
the road rt. from the inn), of which a 
beautiful feature is the Ohrli (Little 
!Ear), a pyramidal peak of the Sentis. 
In about 1^ m. the path ascends L to 
the Bommenalp, which is in summer a 
perfect garden of wild flowers. The 
path divides at the foot of the cliffs, 
rt. to the Eben Alp, 1. direct to Wild- 
kirchlein. The latter reaches in 20 
min. the little Inn Zum Aescher, on a 
terrace under the precipice, and from 
this a narrow but well-railed ledge 
leads back along the cliff to a cavern, 
which is the chapel. A few paces 
farther is a second cavern, passing 
through the rock about 100 yds. to 
the Eben Alp. Within its mouth is 
the hermitage, now used as an Inn 
— Zum Wildkirchlein. It was built 
1648 by an inhabitant of Appenzell, 
and dedicated to St Michael, and on 
that saint's day mass is celebrated 
in the chapel. The Ebenalp, 5090 ft. 
above the sea, has also an Inn on the 
top. This is 20 min, walk from the 
cavern, and commands a more exten- 
sive and a different view, extending 
to the lake of Constance, and the 
Suabian hills. You can return direct 
from the Eben Alp to Weissbad, or 
cross the ridge, making a circuit back 
to the hermitage ; but the track down 
the cliff is awkward, and may at times 
be difficult. 

<7. The Sentis, the highest mountain 
in Appenzell, 8215 ft. above the sea. 
is ascended from Weissbad in 4 
lirs. up, 3 down. The panorama is 
mftgnincent. About 1 m. beyond 
Schujendi {Inn : Fellenburg), where a 



stream issues full-grown from the 
mountain-side, the path crosses the 
Schwendibach, and ascends 1. in 
zigzags to an elevated pasture. It 
then runs high above the Alpensee 
along the face of precipices (a 
German was killed here in 1870) 
to the chalets of Meglisalp (2 hrs. 
10 m. : dear wirthschaft). From 
this point the ascent (rt.) is over 
rough slopes, passing rt. the opening 
called Wagenlticke, It is steep by 
snow and rocks to the Inn (lately 
enlarged) under the summit, which is 
climbed by steps protected by a hand- 
rail. 

d. To the Sbherkasten, the highest 
point of the Kamor range, a wsilk of 
about 2 hrs. From the top (an Inn) 
is a fine view over the Rhine valley 
and Alps of Vorarlberg and Grisons. 
Carr.-rd. to BruUisau (I hr.), where 
the path diverges 1. up a green alp to 
a small Inn, Thence zigzags to the 
Kamor pass, just 1. of the top of 
Hoherkasten. By going 1. about a 
mile you can descend to Biithi Stat., 
and It is possible to descend, by a 
steep path, to Sennwald stat. 

e. By following up the Briihlbach 
from briillisau through a pretty 
gorge, a traveller looks down upon 
the oeautiful Semtisersee, Higher up 
the valley an ascent L leads to the 
Saxer Liicke, a pass to Sax in the 
Rheinthal, an ascent rt. by the Fah- 
lensee and Krayalp Pass to Wildhaus. 

/. The Krayalp is on the E. side 
of the AUe Mann (7987 ft.), which 
can be aseended from this side; on 
the W. side is the Oberkelkn Pass 
(turn up 1. at Meglisalp), 7 hrs. to 
Wildhaus. It is very steep on the 
S. side. There is another pass over 
the ridge nearer the Sentis. 



Appenzell to AHstdtten, 

The first 3 m. of the road is the 
same as that to Trogen (see above). 
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The road then turns to the right, 
and soon reaches Gais (see above). 
It then rises gradually for about 2 m. 
with Stoss on the 1. 

The Chapel of Stoss is erected on 
the summit of the steep pass lead- 
ing to the Khein Thai, to com- 
memorate the almost incredible 
victory gained by 400 men of Ap- 
penzeU over 3000 Austrians on 
the 17th of June, 1405. The Arch- 
duke of Austria and the Abbot of 
St. Gall had hoped to take the 
Swiss by surprise with this pre- 
ponderatmg force. But a handful of 
mountaineers, under Count Rudolph 
of Werdenberg, assembled in haste, 
e9.ve them battle and defeated them, 
killing 900, and losing only 20 of their 
own party. The day is still kept 
by a service in the little chapel. 
The view from the Stoss over the 
valley of the Rhine, 2000 ft below, 
and of the snowy mountains of Tyrol 
and Vorarlberg beyond, is of the 
highest beauty. A very steep de- 
scent leads by the side of a ravine 
and through woods and orchards 
with fine views over the valley of th^ 
Rhine, to 

AUstdtten Stat. (Rte. 66.) 



ROUTE 69. 

ST. GALL TO APPENZELL LOR LIGHTEN* 
STEia], BY HERI^AU. 

St. OalL £ng. m. 

Waldstatt (Bly.) . . . • 12 

The old road went through a very 
pretty country, crossing near Brug- 
gen the gorge of the Sitter, by the 
Krazeren Brilcke, 590 ft. long, 85 ft. 
above the stream. 



The rly. goes along the Winterthir 
line to Winkeln Junot, Stat (Rte. 65). 
Thence a branch leads to 

Herisau Stat, {Inns: Lowe, tie 
best ; Storch) — an industrious village 
of Ausser-Rhoden, contains 11,010 
Inhab., stands 2334 ft above tie 
sea, and is situated on the Glat, 
which turns the wheels of its ni- 
merous factories. It is a very sii- 
^^ular place from its extraordinaiy 
irregularity of construction. 

There are beautiful walks on tie 
surrounding heights; two of them as 
topped by ruinous castles, the RoseiJ> 
berg and Rosenburg, which, accordin' 
to the story, were once connectei 
together by a leathern bridge. Th< 
lower part of the Church Towers ii 
which the Archives are deposited, i» 
the oldest building in the canton 
dating probably from the 7th cen- 
tury. 

The articles chiefly manufactured 
here are muslins, cottons, and silk, the 
last a modern introduction : 10,200 
persons are employed in Ausse^ 
Rhoden in weavmg muslins, and s 
very large number in embroidering 
them. 

The Hundsipyler Tohel, a very singular 
gorge or chasm, deep and wild, about 
3j^ m. from Hcrisau, deserves to be 
visited. 

[About a mile N.E. of Herisan is 
the watering-place of ffeinrichsbad. 
The Badhaus is an elegant establish- 
ment surrounded by pleasure-grounds, 
the creation of one Heinrich Steiger, 
a rich manufacturer. Two springs 
rising out of travel, and impregnated 
with iron, carbonic acid, &c., are used 
for drinking and bathing. Groats'- 
whey and asses'-milk are also sup- 
plieo. Accommodation in a cowhouse 
IS provided for invalids suffering from 
diseases of the chest The neighbour- 
hood is exceedingly pretty.] 

Waldsta^if^tWrnninus. Close by is the 
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Kuranstalt Ilirsck, a large well-man- 
aged establishment with a beautiful 
Yiew of the Sentis. 

A diligence-road turns off to Schonr 
i^ngrund. 

Hence throug:h an undulating coun- 
try to the frontier of AppenzeU, St. 
Crall, is re-entered before arriving at 

St, PeterzelL 3 m. beyond the ruined 
Castle of Neu-Toggenburg lies 

Lichtensteig (Rte. 71). 

[From Lichtensteig there is a very 
pretty drive to Uznach and the Lake 
of Zurich. The road goes up the 
steep ascent of th^ ridge of Hummel' 
wold. From its top a beautiful pro- 
spect expands to view; in front the 
Lake of Ziirich, with the castle, town, 
and bridge of Rappersweil, in full 
relief on its margin; beyond the lake 
the pine-clad and snow-topped Alps 
of Schwyz and Glarus; on the E. the 
remarkable peaks of the Sieben Chur- 
firsten, and N. the fertile vale of the 
Toggenburg (Rte. 71). The road di- 
vides on the opposite side of the hUl 
rt. to Rappersweil (Rte. 13), 1. to 

Tfzmch Stat. (Rte. 13).] 

The railway continues to 

Umdsch Stat, 27 1 3 ft. (H. Bahnhof ; 
Krone), a large industrial village, its 
present terminus. 

[Hence a path has been made to 
the Sentis (6 hrs.). 1^ hr. below the 
top, on the Thierweid, shelter is 
found in one of the S. Alpine Club 
huts.] 

The road to Appenzell runs due 
E. past Gonten and Gontenbad, to 
Appenzell (Rte. 68). Diligence in 
1^ hr. Railway in construction. 



ROUTE 71. 

WYL TO COmE. THE TOGGENBUBCL 

70 Eng, m. 

WyL Eng.in. 

Ebnat ....'«,. 15 

Wildhaug ir 

Haag 7* 

Coire ..,.••• 31i 

Railway IToggenbur^evBahn] from 
Wyl to Ebnat ; 4 trains daily in 1 J 
hr. 

This Rte. lies up the valley of th^ 
Thur, or Toggenburg, which extends 
nearly 40 m., from Wyl to the source 
of the river. It is a splendid speci- 
men of a Swiss valley, very fertile in 
its lower portion; ahoye Nesslau it 
is bounded by high mountains; N. 
by the Sentis, S. by the peaks of the 
Churfirsten. It was anciently go- 
verned by counts of its own. When 
their line became extinct, 1436, the 
district was claimed by Zurich, and a 
war ensued, in which the Swiss can- 
tons for the first time fought with one 
another. It finally, in 1469, fell to the 
abbot of St. Gall, whose successors 
had continual disputes with the inha- 
bitants, especially after the Reforma- 
tion. In 1712 the abbots, after much 
fighting, were expelled, but restored 
in 1718. Since 1803, the Toggen- 
burg has formed part of canton St, 
Gall. It is thickly peopled ; its in- 
habitants manufacture muslin and 
cotton, and live surrounded by flowers 
in the very tidiest and prettiest of 
Swiss chalets. 

The rly., after leaving Wyl Stat, 
(Rte. 65), continues in the valley 
of the Thur. 

Lichtensteig Stat, (^Inns : Krone; 
Rossli; both good), a town of 1500 
Inhab. on the rt. bank of the Thur, 
in the ancient county of Toe^gen- 
burg. A picturesque and han£ome 
old Place, composed of lofty buildings 
with porticoes, forms the principal 
street. An iron bridge, 100 ft. above 
the river, leads to the rly.^aftuvivc 
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The valley of the Thuris studded 
with factories and with the country- 
seats of their proprietors. 

Wattwyl Stat. (Ims: Rossli; Tog- 
genburg), with 5300 Inhab., the largest 
and busiest village in the Toggenburg. 
About H m, farther, fetand the con- 
vent of Santa Maria der Engeln and 
the Castle of Yberg^ 

Ebnat Terminus (Inns : Krone, with 
d^pendance, Rosenbiihl, on a neigh- 
bouring hill ; Sonne), terminus of the 
Toggenburg Rly., 2600 Inhab. Dili- 
gence daily to Nesslau and to ffaag 
rly. Stat., in the Rhine valley, 4t hrs. 

Kappel, close to Ebnat, with 2300 
Inhab., was rebuilt after a fire in 
1854. In both villages are cotton- 
factories and dye-works. Rt., the 
valley of Stein, leading to the Speer, 
which may be ascended this way or 
from Nesslau in 4 hrs. Beyond Ebnat, 
near Krummenau, the road passes a 
natural bridge over the river, called 
the Sprung (or Leap). 

rt., NeuSt, Johann (Inn: Schafle), 
in a charming little vaUey. 

Nesslau (Inns : Traube ; Krone), a 
pretty village, where the Lauterbach 
flows into the valley from the Sentis. 
[a. Road up the Lauterbach about 
5 m., passing Bietbadf 3 m., with sul- 
phureous spring ; then path to WeisS' 
had; about 6 hrs. 6. PathtoWesen: 
turn rt. at the Rossli inn ; 3^ hrs. to 
the col, between the silvery precipices 
of the Mattstock and the Speer, J hr. 
more to top of Speer, which is the 
farthest E. of several similar points : 
path down from a farmhouse E. of col. 
This is a beautiful walk.] 

Through a defile to Stein, 
Alt'St, Johann {Inn: Rossli), in a 
wild district. A little beyond it, at 
Unter-Wasser, the river Thur flows 
into the valley from its source be- 
tween the Sentis and Alte Mann, 

Upon the high ground dividing the 
valley of the Thur from that of the 
Rhine, stands the remote village of 
Wildhaus — {Inn: Hirsch, good). 



3613 ft. above the sea, between the 
Schafberg and the peaks of the 
Churfirsten. Zisighaus, an adjoining 
hamlet, is remarkable as the birtl- 
place of the Swiss reformer, UIHA 
Zwmgli. The house in which lie 
first saw the light (Jan. 1, 1484) stil 
exists. It is a humble cottage «f 
wood; its waUs formed of the stens 
of trees, its roof weighed down ly 
stones to protect it from the wini 
It has resisted the inroads of time fe 
more than 350 years; and the beam 
and trunks which compose it are bla<k 
with aee. Zwingli's family were pet- 
sants; ne quitted home when 10 yeaB 
old, to go to school at Bale. 

[Wildhaus is about 8 hrs. fron 
Weissbad, either by the Krayalp Past. 
just E. of the Alte Mann, or by tht 
Oberkellen Pass, just W. of the 8am« 
mountain. These passes are so steej 
on the S. side as to be rather difficult 
The Hinterruck Pass to Wallenstad 
requires a guide. The col lies a little 
E. of the Scheibenstolly 7556 ft., the 
highest point of the Churfirsten.] 

The road, surmounting the Somnur 
Tobel, descends by two sweeping zig- 
zags into the valley of the Rhino 
near Gams, and soon after reaches 

Haag Stat. Thence by rly. to 

Coire (Rte. 66). 



ROUTE 72. 

WADENSWEIL TO EINSIEDELN — RiLlL- 
WAY. EINSIEDELN TO 8CHWTZ. 
IIOBOARTEN. 

Wadensweil to Einsledeln ... . 9i 
Einsiedeln to Schwyz 13 

The branch rly. to Einsiedeln leaves 
the main line from Ziirich (Rte. 13) 
at Wadensweil (or Wadenschw^'l , 
crosses a ridge into the valley of the 
Sihly which it crosses near 
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ScJiindellegi Stat, (Inn : Hirsch). At 
'berbrucke Stat the line crosses the 
iber, and goes up the valley of the 
Ipbach to 

Einsiedeln (French, Notre Dame 
s JSrmites ; Latin, Monasteriu)n 
remitarum) 2900 ft. Inns: Pfau 
i^aon); clean and good; Einsiedler 
of; Adler; the charges are raised 
iring the pilgrimage. There are in 
1 55 inns and 20 smaller houses, 
ostly designed for the reception of 
>or pilgrims, and distinguished by a 
ngular variety of signs. The town 
as 8400 Inhao. 

The Abbey of Einsiedeln rises high 
(I an undulating plain 3000 ft above 
le sea, producing little but pasture. 
-> is partly sheltered by a range of 
ooded hills on the S.E. 

The Monastery itself, an extensive 
wilding in the modern Italian style, 

imposing, not so much from its 
rchitecture as from its size and situa- 
on in so remote and naked a solitude, 
he existing edifice dates from 1719, 
id is the 6th or 7 th raised on this spot 
nee the first foundation, the others 
iving been destroyed by fire. It 
3cupies a stately site upon the hill- 
de, separated from the humbler 
oildings of the village by a wide 
luare. 

The origin of the abbey is thus ao* 
>unted for in the histories published 
ider the authority of the monks : — 
I the days of Charlema^e an an- 
loret named Meinrad, of the noble 
oase of HohenzoUem, repaired to 
us wilderness (then called the Fin- 
erwald) to end his days in soli- 
ide and prayer, devoting himself to 
!Ud a little black image of the Virgin 
hich had been given to him by Ste, 
ildegarde, abbess of Zurich. This 
oly man was murdered by two rob- 
Brs in 861 ; but their foul deed, 
hich they had hoped would escape 
etection on a spot so remote from 
ae haunts of men, was brought to 
eht by two pet ravens reared by 
leinrao, whidi pursued the mur- 

iSmtz.'] 



derers with croaking cries, and flap 
ping wings, over hill and dale, as far 
as Zurich, where their guilt was de- 
tected, and they sufiered for it on the 
?lace now occupied by the Baven inn. 
'he reputation of sanctity, which 
invested the spot where the saint had 
lived, increased so much alter his 
death, that his cell was rebuilt, and 
a church founded by a community 
of Benedictine hermits (Einsiedler). 
The first abbot was Eberard, and it 
is afiirmed by the monkish legend, 
and perpetuated in the buU of Pope 
Pius Vin., that when the Bishop of 
Constance was about to consecrate 
the church on the 14th of September, 
948, he was aroused at midnight by 
the sounds of angelic minstrelsy, and 
was informed next day, by a voice 
from heaven, that tnere was no 
need to proceed with the sacred 
rite, as the church had been already 
consecrated by the powers of heaven, 
and by the presence of the Saviour. 
The Pope pronounced this a true mi- 
racle, and, in consideration, granted 
plenary indulgence to all pilgrims 
who snould repair to the snrine of 
Our Lady of the Hermits, in the words 
inscribed upon the church, " Hie est 
plena remissio peccatorum a culpa et 
a poena." The consequence has oeen 
that during 9 centuries the influx of 
pilgrims to the shrine and of wealth 
to the monastery has been almost un- 
interrupted. Tne pious benefactions 
increased the revenues and domains 
of the abbey to an enormous extent ; 
it ranked second to St. Gall alone 
of all the monasteries in Switzerland. 
Its abbot became a prince of the holy 
Roman empire, with a seat in the 
Diet. He had his hereditary officers, 
his chamberlain, marshal, and cup- 
bearer ; and these posts were filled by 
personages of noble or princely rank. 

The French revolutionary invaders 
of 1798 stripped Einsiedeln of its re- 
sources and treasures, and carried off 
the figure of the Virgin to Paris ; but 
the monks, on abandoning the con- 
vent, transported with them into 
Tyrol a duplicate figure, which the v ^ 
as3ert to be the authentic original.^ 
Q 
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Notwithstanding these untoward cir- 
cumstances, the abbey remains at the 
present day the richest in Switzer- 
land, and the Black Virgin, whether 
an original or a copy, has lost none of 
her reputation. The average annual 
number of pilgrims who receive the 
sacrament in the church is 150.000. 
The great Festival is Sept. 14. Many 
of the pilgrims are deputies paid to do 
penance for wealthier sinners, who re- 
main at home, and a pilgrimage thus 
performed by prox^ is considered 
equally efficacious with one made in 
person. 

The monastery contains about 100 
Benedictine monks, including lay- 
brotheirs, novices, &c. 

In the square in front stands a 
fountain with 14 jets, from all of 
which the pilgrims ^ink, as it is 
traditionally reported that our Saviour 
drank from one, but from which of 
them is not known. 

In the centre of the conventual 
buildings stands, as is usual in Bene- 
dictine monasteries, the CAurcA, which 
has be^n compared with that of St. 
John Lateran at Rome. The interior 
is somewhat gaudily ornamented with 
inferior paintmgs, marble and gilding. 
A few feet from the entrance stands 
the ShHne or Chapel of the Virgin^ of 
black marble, with a grating in front, 
through which, by the glare of an 
ever-burning lamp, the spectator per- 
ceives the palladiam of the temple, a 
little black figure of the Virgin and 
Child, attired in gold brocade, glitter- 
ing with jewels, and bearing crowns 
of gold. The space in front is rarely 
free of worshippers, and commonly 
hundreds, nay, at times, thousands 
may be seen prostrate before it. The 
ivaus of this part of the church are 
covered with votive tablets, rude 
paintings in oil, which are chiefly re- 
jnresentations of escapes from fire and 
watei; • all effected by the supposed 
miraculous interference of the miage. 
In 1835, 250 new votive tablets were 
hung up, older ones being removed 
to make way for them. 



In the Chapel of the Magdalene^ a 
church of itself in size, on the L of 
the choir, are 28 confessionals, OTer 
each of which is written the language 
in which confessions wiU be receiied 
in it, either German, Italian, Freneh, 
or Bomansch. 

The Treasury f once so rich in chujch 
plate, was plundered by the rreich 
m 1798, and one splendid monstraiee 
alone remains, but it is not readly 
shown. The monastery includes, W- 
sides the lodgings for the Abbot ffid 
the brethren, a handsome refectorjr, 
a kitchen, an hospital, a library coi- 
taining 26,000 vols., a museum of 
fossils and minerals, a free schol 
and boarding-school, the pupils of 
which are taught by the monls, 
and a large cellar running under He 
greater part of the edifice. Durie 
meals, passages of some approve 
author, such as Lingard's History if 
England, Cobbett's History of tie 
Reformation, &c., are read aloud o 
the assembled brotherhood, and er« 
at times portions of nevrapapers. 

Zwingli, the reformer, was cnratex 
Einsiedeln from 1516 to 1519. 2kr 
phrastus Paracelsus von Hohenhen 
was bom here, or in the neighbour- 
hood, in 1498. 

Sphere is a rough but direct foot- 
to Schwyz, over the JJocin 
Fass, 4570 ft., a walk of 4^ hrs.; no 
guide needed. It lies up the valley of 
the Alpbach, to the hamlet of Alpthal; 
thence to an Inn, and the Col, which 
lies between the Mythen and Eo&- 
stUokU, The latter, 5105 ft. above the 
sea, can be ascended in ^ hr. from tbe 
inn.] 

The carriage - road to Schwti 
(diligences daUy) is by Biberbrucfce. 
the footpath is shorter, crossing tbfj 
Katzenstriok, a large tract of npUod' 
meadow, direct to iUtmatt. 

From Biberbrficke the road goe^ 
up the valley of the Biber to 
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la^ of nearly 800 Jnhab., the place 
of meeting of the general assembly of 
the Canton Schwyz, convened here 
every two years, in the open air, 
on the first Sunday in May. The 
Landammann is president, and eyery 
citizen above the age of 18 has a 
vote. 

Rothenthurm receives its name from 
a Bed Tower still standing and form- 
ing part of the defences of .a long 
rampart, erected by the Schwyzers 
on their W. frontier, to ward off the 
inroads of their lordly and lawless 
neighbours. It extended as far as 
Art. 

[About 2 m. W., on the confines of 
Canton Zug, is Morgarten. It is easily 
reached by a road turning to the rt. 
between Bothenthurm and Ecce Homo, 
and leading to the little chapel of St. 
James, on the borders of the lake of 
Egeri (Rte. 14). 

MoRaABTEN, memorable in the an- 
nals of the Swiss as the scene of their 
first struggle for independence, is the 
spot where the " chivalry of Austria 
were worsted, atad their leader, Duke 
Xieopold, compelled to fly, 15th of 
November, 1315. Just where the 
ascent into the upland country of 
Schwyz commences, running up a 
narrotv defile, the Austrians were 
met by the confederates, a mere 
handful of men, but of hardy frame 
and resolute spirit, posted on the 
ridge of the Sattel, near Haselmatt. 
The first bold charge of the Swiss, 
rushing on with swords and clubs, was 
aided by a discharge of rocks from the 
heights above, which quickly threw 
into confasion the ranks of heavy- 
armed knights. They attempted to 
fall back, but their evolutions were 
prevented by the infantry pressing 
on in their rear. Without room to 
manoeuvre, or even to turn (for the 
naturallv confined margih of tne lake 
was at that time diminished by an un- 
usual increase of its waters), the proud 
knights were totally at the mercy of 
their light-armed foes. Many, in order 
^o escape the sword, perished by 



plunging into the lake ; the rush of 
the cavalry overwhelmed the infan- 
try, and in a short time the whole 
army was thrown into panic and dis- 
order. The Austrians lost the flower 
of their nobility, and Leopold with 
difficulty escaped This astounding 
victory, the Marathon of Swiss history, 
was gained in 1^ hr., over a force of 
20,000 well-armed men, by 1300 moun- 
taineers, who now for the first time 
met an army in the field. 

The appropriate memorial of their 
success erected by the Swiss was, ac- 
cording to custom, a Chapel, dedicated 
to St. James ; and service is performed 
in it annually, on the anniversary of 
the fight. 

The littie villa^ of Biberegg, on 
the opposite ^E.) side of Bothenthurm, 
was the craole of the family of Be- 
ding, one of the oldest ana noblest 
in the canton, and whose name ap- 
pears oftener with credit than any 
other. There is scarcely a battle in 
which they are not mentioned, and 
they have 45 times filled the office of 
landammann, the highest in the state. 
In 1798 Aloys Beding, a hero worthy 
of such an ancestry, fed on the brave 
inhabitants of these mountains to op- 
pose, in defence of their liberties and 
constitution, a far outnumbering force 
of French under General Schauen- 
berg. The Swiss met the invaders in 
the valley of Bothenthurm, and drove 
them back as far as the lake of Egeri 
and the field of their ancient victory 
of Morgarten. This proved but a 
temporary gleam of success. Their 
victory had cost them so large a num- 
ber of men, that they were unable to 
renew the contest; and an overwhelm- 
ing force of French marching into the 
canton rendered all further resistance 
hopeless.] 

"From Sattel the new road traversing 
the flank of the Engelberg commands 
a fine view of the fall of tiie Kossberg 
(Bte. 18), lake of Lowerz, valley of 
Schwyz, and surrounding mountains, 
the chapel of Ecce 
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the birthplace of Werner Stauffacher, 
repated one of the three conspira- 
tors of the GrutlL A small chapel^ 
adorned with lude frescoes of scenes 
from his life, and the battle of Mor- 
garten, is dedicated to his memory. 
It was built in 1400. The Bonehouse 
is as old as 1111. A road has recently 
been made from Steinen to Arth.] 
The new road proceeds in a direct 
Une, avoiding Steinen, to Schwyz. 
Schwyz. (Rte. 18.) 

[Travellers bound from Einsiedeln 
to the Bigi or Lucerne need not go 
to Schwyz. They may take the road 
from Sattel, ana a little beyond 
Steinen turn to the rt. for Goldau 
(Rte. 18). There are diligences on 
both roads.] 



ROUTE 73. 



8CHWYZ TO OLARU8, BY MUOTTA, THE 
PRAGEL PASS, AND THE KLONTHAL. 

Stunden. Eng.m. 
Schwyx. 

Mnotta 3 s 9 

Summit of the Pragel 3i = 104 

Rfchisau li = 44 

Vorauen 1 a 3 

Slarus 3 SB 9 

12 36 

These are the distances as reckoned 
in the country. Carriage - road in 
progress. A eood walker will ac- 
complish the distance in 10^ hrs. 
There being a carriage-road from 
Schwyz to Muotta, and from Richi- 
sau to Glarus, those who can walk 
15 miles have no need of horses. 
Public carriage twice a day from 
Schwyz to Muotta. The road crosses 
the plain to Ibach, a scattered village 



at the mouth of the Muotta Thai, 
which here assumes the character of a 
contracted gor^; higher up it opeis 
out, and exhibits considerable capa- 
bilities for cultivation. The road as- 
cends the L bank of the stream, tn- 
versing Ober SchGnenbach, down to 
which point the Russians drove tie 
French in their desperate attempt to 
force a way to the Russian army it 
Zurich, in 1799. The stone bridge 
(long since replaced by one of -wood 
at a higher elevation), which carriol 
the road over to the rt bank, was 
taken and retaken many times ; tie 
mingled blood of the two nations crin- 
soned the stream which swept dowi 
their floating bodies. 

Beyond £ied (Adler) there is an 
other bridge, near which is the pretty 
waterfall of the Gstvbtbach^ and i 
third brings the traveller to 

Muotta, or M*(tten (a neat anc 
cheap little Inn, Hirsch; Krone), the 
principal village of the valley, on the 
rt. bank of the stream. The parish 
contains 1885 Inhab. In the neigh- 
bourhood is the Nunnery of St. Josepk, 
a very ancient and primitive convent, 
foun^d 1280. The sisters are poor, 
and their mode of living homely; they 
make their own clothes and their own 
hay; the superior is called Fraa Mut- 
ter. They receive visits from strangers 
without the intervention of a grating, 
and will even give a lodging to a re- 
spectable traveller. Whoever avails 
himself of this must remember that 
the convent is too poor to afford g^ra- 
tuitous hospitality. They speak no 
French. 

[From Muotta a path leads by the 
Kinzig Kuim to Altdorfl It was by 
this path that Suwarrow brought his 
troops. Another pass leads by the 
Bisi Thai to the Baths of Stachelberg 
(Rte. 75). Both about 9 hrs. 

On the night of Sept 27th, 1799, the 
inhabitants of this remote and peaceful 
valley were surprised by the arrival 
of an army of an unknown nation 
and tongue, -whose very name many 
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of them had neyer heard, which came 
pouring down upon their cottages and 
green fields from the heights of the 
Kinzig Kulm, by paths and precipices 
usually resorted to only by a sobtary 
shepherd. These were the 24,000 
Russians under Suwarrow, whose 
march out of Italy is recounted in 
Rtes. 34, 75, and 80. Here the 
eeneral first heard the news of the 
defeat of Korsakof and the main 
Russian army at Ziirich. He at 
first gave no credence to the report, 
and would have hung the peasant who 
communicated it as a spy and traitor, 
but for the intercession of the lady 
mother of St. Joseph^s nunnery. Hie 
was now beset on all sides; part of 
Lecourbe's division followed his rear, 
Molitor occupied the summit of the 
Muotta Thai, and Mortier and Mas- 
sena blocked up its mouth. The bold 
attempt to cut his way out, through 
the forces of the latter general, was 
defeated, as already mentioned, chiefly 
by the unexpected arrival of a fresh 
reinforcement under Lecourbe in per- 
son, though with vast loss to the 
French. The veteran conqueror was 
compelled, for the first time in his 
career, to order a retreat, and to 
adopt the only alternative of crossing, 
the jPragel into Glarus. The detach- 
ments of Molitor's advanced guard 
were quickly driven in before him, 
and the greater portion made pri- 
soners. Suwarrow s rear-guard, how- 
ever, encumbered with sick and 
wounded, was greatly harassed by 
Massena; but the republicans were 
again repulsed with loss, and driven 
back nearly to Schwyz. Suwarrow 
expected to be able to reach Zurich 
from Glarus, there to join and rally 
the broken forces of Korsakof; but 
Molitor, in person, warned of his ap- 
proach, took possession of the posi- 
tion of N&fels, blocking up the outlet 
of the Linth Thai, as Massena had 
intercepted his passage down the 
Muotta Thai, and the Russian once 
more found his plans foiled and 
baffled. Fearing to be hemmed in 
on all sides, he gave his troops a few 
days of rest at Glarus, rendered ab- 
solutely indispensable by the fatigues 



they had undergone, after which he 
once more took to the mountains, 
ascending the Sernf Thai (Rte. 80) 
and crossing the Panixer Pass to the 
Grisons.] 

A little beyond the nunnerjr, at the 
end of the yillage, the view rt. into the 
Bisithal is beautifuL 

The Pragel pass is exceedingly 
steep and stony on the Muotta side, 
and sometimes marshy, and is scarcely 
fit for horses, which moreover are not 
easily to be found at Muotta. There 
are no difficulties on the Glarus side. 

From Muotta the path continues 
for about 25 min. among the fields 
and houses, then crosses the stream 
which descends from the Pragel, and 
inmiediately ascends its 1. bank, very 
rocky and rugged for the first 2 hrs., 
after which and at the top there are 
large marshy or boggy patches with 
^anks and stones laid across them. 
There is nothing striking in the 
scenery on this side. 

The top of the Pragel (5062 ft.) is 
flat and viewless ; there is a chalet 
where bread, wine, &c,, can be pro- 
cured, but it is abandoned in the first 
week of September. 

The first part of the descent is 
gentle, but in about 20 min. the Klon- 
thal opens, and the valley is partly 
blocked up by a huge barrier, whicn 
appears to be an ancient moraine; 
the path makes a detour to the left to 
avoid this obstacle, and then descends 
more rapidly through pines to 

Hichisau, where there is a homely 
Kuranstalt, kept by civil people. 

The Klonthal, into which the tra- 
veller now descends, is exceedingly 
beautifuL On the rt it is walled 
in by the Gldmisch rising in an ab- 
rupt and sheer precipice, and sharp 
edge of ice, and on the I. by the Wiggis, 
scarcely less abrupt. It is a charming 
walk or drive of less than an hour 
down hill, chiefly over green pastures, 
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Voratten (2S00 ft.) (^Inns: Kurhaus 
Vorauen, pension 6 fr. — baths excel- 
lent; H. Klonthal). ,A carriage can 
generally be obtained here for Glarus, 
There is a boat upon the 

Kldnsee, by means of which the 
walk may be shortened 2 m., and the 
scenery enjoyed to perfection. Deep 
in the recesses of the charming valley 
lies this lake, at the foot of the Glar- 
nisch, whose vast grey cliffs descend 
at this point almost perpendicularly 
into the water. It is about 2 m..long, 
and surrounded by meadows of the 
most vivid green, covered until the 
end of autumn with flowers. The 
precipitous tracks along the side of 
the valley, by which some adventur- 
ous French pushed forward in pur- 
suit of the Russians, are pointed out. 
£bel justly called the Klonthal " una 
des vaJIees les plus gracieuses qu'il y 
ait dans les Alpes." Two Swiss have 
inscribed on a rock at the foot of the 
Glamisch, by the side of a waterfall, 
an epitaph in memory of Solomon 
Gessner, the pastoral poet, author of 
the • Death or Abel,' who used to re- 
pair hither from Ziirich, and spend 
the summer in a ch&let. Vorauen is 
a favourite excursion from Glarus, 
and a eood starting-point for the as- 
cent of the 

Glamisch, This mountain rises in 
precipices some 7000 ft. above the 
Klonsee, and for its height is remark- 
able for the amount of glacier lying 
on its crest. The summit of the 
ridge, of a horseshoe form, is crowned 
by three peaks, of which the loftiest, 
the Hinter Oldmisch, as on the W., 
9584 ft. above the sea, and from the 
central mass a buttress, called the 
Vrenelisgartlit projects E. towards 
Glaras. The way up lies for the 
first 2^ m. towards the Pragel pass, 
and then 1. along a glen to a glacier 
descending S. The Swiss Alpine 
Club have built a hut 3^ hrs. below 
the summit in the Steinthalu This 
is ascended on the W. side to a point 
between the Mittel and Hinter Glar< 
nisch, which are both accessible, but 
the latter, being the highest, is gene- 



rally selected. As the Todi and 
Clariden Alps rise close at hand, tk 
view is very striking. 

The traveller can descend fron 
the glacier to the Dreckloch chaleti, 
and thence by the Brach Alp and 
its lake to Stachelberg, 10 hrs. fron 
Vorauen. 

From Vorauen the excellent chai- 
road follows the 1. bank of the lab, 
and then begins to descend into tte 
valley of Glarus. Keeping to the t. 
where two roads meet, the manufat- 
turing village of Eiedem is reachei, 
from which the road, or a footpaU 
on the rt. over the hiU, leads to 

Glarus (Rte. 74> 



ROUTE 74. 

WESEN TO GLARUS AND THE BATHS OF 
STACHELBEBG — THE CLABIDEN GBAT 
PASS. 

Railway from Wesen to Glarus and 
Linththal. 

The canton of Glarus consists 
of one great Alpine valley, and of 
severid tributaries branching fircnn iL 
and penetrating deep into the moun- 
tains. The carriage-road terminat£S 
about 18 m. above Glarus at the Ir» 
Zum Todi under the cliffs of the 
Selbsanft. It is a truly Alpine dis- 
trict, abounding in very wild scenery. 

Glarus was formerly subject to the 
Abbey of Sackingen, to the rights ot 
which Austria succeeded. Glams 
joined the Swiss, cantons in 1352, ani 
after the battle of Nafels gained par 
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tially its independence j and towards 
the end of the 14th centy. purchased 
the extinction of feudal rights, and 
finally made peace with Austria. The 
Reformation divided the canton and 
occasioned severe struggles and fight- 
ing. In 1798 the canton lost several 
dependencies. It contains 35)100 
Inhab. (6900 Soman Catholics), all 
speaking Grerman. 

The railroad from Wesen crosses 
the Linth canal (Bte. 13), and enters 
the jaws of the valley of Glarus, 
flanked by precipices, and backed by 
the vast mass and snowy head of the 
Glarniscfa. 

NdfeU Junct Stat, (Inns: Hirsch; 
Schwert). [Here the airect rail from 
Ziirich by the S. shore of the lake 
falls in.] A village of 2500 Inhab., in 
the gorge of the valley, and the chief 
place in the Bom. CaUi. division of 
the canton. It is a Swiss battle-field 
of some celebrity. 11 simple stones, 
inscribed 1388, set up on the meadow 
of Beuti, hard by, mark the spot 
where, on the 9th of April of that 
year some 500 men of Glarus met a 
force of 12,000 Austrians, who, having 
taken Wesen by treachery,, had burst 
into the canton and attacked a fortifi- 
cation extending across the valley at 
Xafels. The small body of Swiss, 
unable to hold this position, retired 
under their captain, Matthias am 
Buhl, to the heights above Keuti. 
Here they were joined by a few 
auxiliaries and some herdsmen from 
the neighbouring valleys, and when 
the Austrians had dispersed to plunder 
they rushed upon the enemy. They 
now not only checked the career of the 
foragers, but after 11 distinct charges, 
aided by volleys of stones and rocks 
discharged from precipices, which 
threw the Austrian cavalry into con- 
fusion, finally repulsed the invaders, 
•yrvho lost 2500 of their number. 

The anniversary of the fight is 
still celebrated through the canton 
'hy an annual festival on the first 
0?hursday in April. An engagement 
-took place at Kafels, in 1799, between 
-the Austrians and French. 



A stream descends to Kafels from 
two mountain-lakes — the Nieder See 
(1 hr.), and Ober See (2 hrs.), and 
thence it is a delightful walk across 
the Wiggis to the little inn at Vorauen 
on the Pragel pass. 

From Mollis (^Inn: Bar), the village 
opposite Nafels, the river Linth is 
conducted into the lake of Wallen- 
stadt by Escher's canal (see Bte. 13). 
In the churchyard of Mollis the 
heroes of Nafels are buried. 

The valley of the Linth is snbjeet 
to much danger and injury from the 
swelling of its torrents. The broad 
fringe of unsightly gravel visible 
on both sides of the Linth, the com- 
mon drain of the district, will show 
what mischief that river occasionsr 
after storms of rain, and during the 
melting of the snows. The whole of 
the lower part of the valley is at 
times converted into a lake; and the 
little patches of ground, wlueh have 
cost the peasant much hard labour 
and care to cultivate, tire at o&oe 
overwhehned and ruined. The lime- 
stone mountains abound in caverns, 
which serve as reservoirs, and in the 
spring and early summer the rocks 
appear to stream from every pore. 

Metstal Stat The. village {Itms : 
Schwert; Fridolin), with 2560 In- 
hab., is much exposed to avalanches. 
Bt. a carr.-road to Vorauen in the 
Klonthal, 9 m. 

Glarus Stat. 1500 ft (Inns: Glamer 
Hof, first-rate; at the stat.; Babe; 
Sonne; Bailway Bestaurant). This 
little town (Fop. 5453), capital of 
the J canton, is chiefly remarkable 
for its secluded situation at the base 
of the Glamisch and Schilt, encom- 
passed and shut in by the Alps. The 
inhabitants are distinguished by their 
industry and enterprise, whicn have 
converted Glarus into a place of 
manufacture, especially of cotton and 
printing of musUns. 

They possess a Club (Casino), and 
a Free School for 700 children, erected 
by private subscription. The Gothic 
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churchf with 2 spires, is open to Pro- 
testant and KoQianist alike. Zwingli 
was the pastor here, 1506 to 1546. 
The Linth is crossed by 2 bridges. 
A odbinot of Nat, Sistory contains 
some of the fossil fish from the Plat- 
tenberg slate quarries in the Sernf 
Thai. 

The BwyhU^el, an eminence sur- 
mounted by a chapel, commands the 
best view of the town, the green 
meadows around, and the arid lime- 
stone mountains ; the Glarnisch with 
three peaks, the highest 9584 ft., 
the Rautispitz, 7494 ft., and Karpf- 
stock, 9180 ft. 

In 1861 Glarus was all but utterly 
destroyed by fire. At times the 
Fdhn wind sweeps down the valley 
with the force of a furnace-blast. 
It is so much dreaded, that local 
laws have existed for generations, 
by which, on its setting in, every 
fire in the town, including those 
used for purposes of industry, must 
be extinguished. The very day be- 
fore the fire occurred, the propriety 
of repealing these laws had been con- 
sidered by the assembled Inhabitants 
of the canton, and by an almost un- 
animous resolution it was resolved 
to maintain them. Then came the 
dreaded wind, and a spark, carried 
from one house to another, kindled 
a fire which was not extinguished till 
more than two-thirds of the town were 
laid in ashes. All the principal build- 
ings were destroyed and 3000 people 
left houseless. 

The name Glarus is a corruption of 
llilarius, a saint to whom a shrine was 
built among these mountains at a 
very early period. 

The green cheese called Schabzisger is 
peculiar to the canton. It owes its 
singular appearance, rank smell, and 
flavour, to an herb (Melllotus c»rulea, 
blue melilot: Germ. Honigklee), which 
is partly cultivated in gardens within 
the canton, and partly imported from 
others. To fit it for use, it is dried, 
ground to powder, and^ in that state. 



mixed with the curds. The cheese is 
made of cows* milk. The curds are 
brought down from the high nastures 
in sacks, and, after having a aue pro- 
portion of herb incorporated with them, 
are ground in a mill resembling thtt 
used for making cider. After beiiig 
thoroughly kneaded for an hour ♦r 
two the cheese is fit for pressing, aid 
is ripe for use after a twelvemontVs 
keeping. 

Beyond the Linth, in the villa^ 
of Enneda, is the huge cotton-mill d 
Jeune and Co. 

It is a pleasant 2^ hrs.' drive or wait 
from Glarus to Obstalden or Narexei^ 
with a fine view over the whole lak« 
of Wallenstadt and part of that o 
Ziirich. A broad road leads thithei 
from Mollis. 

[Mountain paths from Glarus. 

a. The Pragelpass (Rte. 73) by the 
Elonthal and Mnottathal to Schwvz : 
the finest part of it is not more tnan 
8 m. from Ularus, and may be reached 
in a carriage to Vorauen on the 
Klonsee. 

&. Two mountain-paths lead to the 
Lake of Wallenstaat : one, by the 
KerenzenJberg over the W. shoulder of 
the Murtschenstock (Rte. 13); the other, 
to Mnrgy passin? under the £. side of 
the summit. The ascent of a peak of 
the Miirtschenstock may be combined 
with either of these excursions. A 
guide should be taken. 

c. Two passes lead through the 
Sernf Thai to the valley of the V order 
Bhein: — 

(1) The Segnes Pass (Rte. 79). 

(2) The Panixer Pass (Rte. 80). 

d. Three passes lead into Canton St 
Gall, which is also reached throag^h 
the Sernf Thai:--- 

(1) The Flumser Pass^ divei^g^ing 
from the village of Engi,to the Fmms 
Stat on the r^. between Wallenstadt 
and Sargans (fete. 13). 
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(2) The JRieseten PasSf from Matt to 
Bargans (Kte. 79). 

(3) The Bamtn or Foo Pass, from 
E21m to Sargans, more difficult than 
tlie Rleseten, aboiit 10 hrs.' walk. 

The baths of Pfaffers maybe reached 
by either of the last-mentioned passes, 
by crossing the ridee between the 
"Wei^stannen, and Caueuser Thai] 

Th& main object with most travel- 
lers who visit Glarus is the scenery 
a,t the head of the Linththal, with the 
0[!*ddi and its snowy satellites. 

The railroad from Glams to Linth- 
-tbal (12 m.; 1 hr.) crosses the Linth 
6 times, and stops at 7 stations. The 
principal are Miilddi Stat, 

Sohioanden Stat (Adler ; Bahn Bes- 
taurant; both good),alar^ manufac- 
turing village with 2335 mhabitants, 
and &tzingen. 

Linththal Terminus (Babe, eood ; 
P. Todi, recommended)* | mUe dis* 
tantare 

The Baths of Stachelberg (2178 ft.), 
the best headquarters for the ex- 
ploration of the beauties of the neigh- 
Dourhood. 

The hotel stands above the river, and 
directly under the woods of the ^ratm- 
uxxldberg^ and its pleasure-grounds and 
windows command the mountains in 
which the Linth has its source. These 
present a singularly imposing appear- 
ance. On the L rises the Selbsanft, a 
noble mass of rock shaped like a bell; 
on the rt. is the Kammerstook, Between 
the two are seen the snows of the 
Glamer Tddi (11,782 ft) and Biferten 
glacier. E. opens the Dumach Thai, 
leading to the Bichetli Pass, and 1. 
of it is the Saoiiberg, 

Stachelberg is in good repute as a 
watering-place, on account of the 
beauty of its situation, and the virtues 
of its concentrated alkaline sulphur- 
eous spring. The period of the •« cure " 
is fixed at between 20 and 24 days. 



Good euides are found here, with 
a tariff :T6di, 40 fr.; Clariden Pass, 
36 fr.; Sandnat to Dissentis, 30 fr. 
Joachim and Salomon Zweifel, in 
Lmththal; H. and P. Ehner, m Elm, 
recommended. 

Walks. — Behind the hotel a stream 
descends in a cascade from a thickly- 
wooded cleft, and a path is carried up 
its side to the source of the mineral 
spring. Numerous footpaths have 
been made in the woods above the 
house, but from want of judicious 
thinning of the trees the views from 
them are limited. 

Further to the rt a horse-path as- 
cends through forest to the pastures 
of the Braunwaldberg, whence the 
Oberbkgi See, a tarn near the Glamisch, 
may be visited, and descent made to 
Luchsingen. 

The Fatschback waterfall, at the foot 
of the ascent to the Umerboden val- 
ley and Elausen pass, is 40 min. walk 
along the 1. bank of the Linth. 

The Dumach Thai can be reaxshed 
in 20 min. 

Excursions^The Saa^>erg, 6555 ft, 
and Kammerstock, 6975 ft, are both 
fine points of view and easy of access. 
The panoramas by G. Studer are en- 
graved. 

The PanteribrUcke and Ober Sandalp 
lie amidst the grand scenery at the 
head of the Linththal. By taking a 
carriage to H. Todi the Pantenbriicke 
may be reached in 2 hrs., Unter Sand- 
alp in 3 hrs., Ober Sandalp in 4J hrs. 
The following is the time walking : — 
40 min. Fatschbach Fall: a bridge 
crosses the Linth to it. From the 
village of Linththal the ascent and 
descent, between meadows, of a long 
hill, formed of mountain debris from 
the 1., bring the traveller to a wilder, 
narrower, and very beautifdl part of 
the valley, where the ^acefnl fall of 
the Schreienbach (35 mm.), half mist, 
half water, comes floating, as it were, 
on the breeze it bears with it down 
a precipice. 10 min. farther is ff, 
I^i (good), with charming, romantic 
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surroundings, its verdant little pas- 
tures being shut in by towering 
mountains, particularly by tbe wall 
of the Selbsanft, 9921 ft. Here the 
carriage-road ends, and the Linththal 
becomes a gorge. The path, crossing 
the stream, mounts steeply through a 
wood for 20 min.; passing in a recess 
a tablet on a boulder, in memory 
of Hugo Wislicenus, Dr. Phil, at 
Ziirich, lost when wandering alone 
on the Griinhom, in 1866. 15 min. 
descent brings the traveller to the 
PantenbrUche, This is ^ little bridge 
of stone, of which the arch is 20 ft, 
span and 140 ft. above the torrent, 
thrown across the chasm where it 
is narrowest and deepest. It is a 
wildly-secluded spot, hemmed in by 
forest and rock. An older bridge 
was swept away by an avalanche, 
1852. On the opposite bank the path 
bears to the rt. through a beech- wood 
(another track soes up the mountain), 
oescending to the linth at the point 
where it is joined by the Limmem, 
10 min. This torrent flows out of an 
amazing gorge — the Limmemtdbel — 
c[uite inaccessible, cut 2000 ft. deep 
in the Selbsanft, which rises above it 
in precipices. The path crosses the 
Limmem on the level, and 10 min. 
beyond it the Linth, where the defile 
opens. Slopes of pasture and of slaty 
debris are now ascended beneath a 
mipfhty wall of rock, upwards of a 
mile in vertical height, when — the 
cliffs receding — a green basin is 
entered, 25 min. Here the snowy 
peaks of the Todi and its neighbours 
rise in view. In 15 min. the Linth is 
recrossed to the chalets of the Utder 
Sandalp or XJnter staff el. 

From this point, 4100 ft. above the 
sea, the views, though confined by the 
rocks which rise steeply around, are 
extremely striking. Nearly due S. is 
the magnificent, but rarely visited, 
Biferten glacier, enclosed by the pre- 
cipices of the Bifertenstock and P/a- 
talva or Hmter Selbsanft on the E., and 
by the Tddi on the W. It sends down 
its torrent, the Bifertenbach, to join 
the main stream, here called the 



SandbacTi, which is seen descending 
the precipitous rocks on the W. side 
of the vaUeyin a magnificent cascade. 

The rough pastures of the basin are 
now traversed for 25 min. to a solitary 
chalet at the foot of the ascent to the 
Biferten glacier. Turning from it rt 
the path crosses the Bifertenbach, and 
in 10 min. reaches the Ochaenblanke, 
a series of zigzags leading up the 
slopes of the Ctehsenstock. Near tht 
top the path crosses the Sandbacli 
in a profound chasm, and in a few 
minutes enters the basin (1 hr.) of the 
Ober Sandalp, or OberstaffeU Another 
10 min. brings the traveller to the 
chalets (exceflent milk). The scene 
here presentisd is sternly alpine— a 
cirque of dark mountains oC gneiss, 
rugged withpeaks, acndstreamingwith 
glaciers. The points rising through 
the ice from rt, to 1. 9,r^ the JStUreib' 
stock, 8688 ft. Geissbiiizistock, Vorder 
Spitzdlpeliy 9842 ft., and ffinter Spitz- 
Slpeli, 9596 ft. The Ober Sandalp 
chalets stand 6358 ft. above the sea, 
in the midst of bright green pastures, 
and their position is an admirable one 
for expeditions over the neighboaiin; 
heights, but they are comfortless 
quarters. For the ascent of the Todi 
the hut built by the Swiss Alpine Club 
on- the. (rrjMiom, 3'hrs. above the 
Lower Sand Alp, is a much better 
resting-place» A quick walker can 
return to Stachelberg from the Ober 
Sand Alp in 3^ hrs. The rte. back 
may be varied by ascending the Secki- 
stock, 8491 ft.; then, passing over the 
shoulder of the Gemsistock^ rejoining 
the path near the Pantenbriicke. 

The Tddi is the giant of this p<nr- 
tion of the chain of Alpa^ ajad its 
summit ha4 been rarely ascended 
until 1863, when a comparatively eas)* 
rte. was discovered. The mountain 
consists of 3 peaks, which st<uid ia 
trian|^ar order, N. of the watershed 
dividmg the valleys of the lixith and 
Bhine— the 8andgipfel(lS,) tlie lowest, 
well seen from the Ober Saadalp— 
the Gldmer Tddi, conspicuous fron 
Stachelberg, and long considered tht 
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highest point-r-and the Piz Musein, 
the actual sun^nit, S. of the Glarner 
Todi, and 11,886 ft. ahove the sea. 
The Klein TOdi^on the W., is an out- 
lying peak. The two principal points 
are^ connected bv a snow-ridge, to 
which the natural road on the N. side 
is the Biferten Glacier, This was long 
thought impassable, and in some sea- 
sons, may be so. On the GrUnhom or 
Bifertengrdtli, a point easily reached 
over pasturages, the Swiss Alp. Club 
has built a good hut. The glacier, 
when it can be passed, offers the best 
way, but its crevasses are sometimes 
formidable, and all the early climbers 
turned them by climbing a gulley 
called the Schneerunsef down which 
at certain times dash avalanches. 
It brings the traveller to the upjper 
plateau, where his most serious diffi- 
culties are passed. In 1863 a safe 
and comparatively easy way was 
found on the S. of the moimtain. 
The Piz JRusein is connected in that 
direction with the Stockgrouy and the 
intervening ridge can be ascended in 
from 5 to 6 hrs. from the head of the 
Val Busein, which runs up from 
a point in the Bhine valley, 2^ m, 
below Dissentis. From a gap in the 
ridge, called Porta da Spescfut, in 
memory of the old monk who first 
explored the mountain (Bte. 82), 
the summit can be reached in about 
1 J hr. A more direct route for a 
mountaineer descending to Dissentis, 
is by the Porta da Gliems.. The Todi 
lias also been climbed from the 
Sandgrat 

Pass of the Sand Grat to DisentiB 
in Bte. 77. 

The Clariden Grat Pass to the hotel 
in the Maderaner Thai can be accom- 
plished in fine weather, and when the 
snow is favourable, in 10^ hrs. from 
Stachelberg, actual walking, or in 
G hrs. from H. Todi. It is a long 
"but verjr fine pass. In recent years 
-the glaciers have ceased to present 
-the difficulties encountered by early 
explorers. Above the Ober Sand 
.Alp the traveller leaves to the 1. 
the track of the Sandgrat, and climbs 



over broken ground and glaciet slopes 
to the Claridengrat, a low ridge con- 
necting the Todi and 8cheerhom 
ranges. From the Col Piz Jtusein, 
the chief peak of the Todi and the 
Porta da Spescha are well seen. S.E, 
are the Catscharauls and the Sand Grat, 
The descent is down the 1. bank of 
the Hufi glacier, a vast valley of 
crevasaed ice, striking by its extent. 
The summit of the Claridenstock ap- 
pears as a mere rock. Lower down 
some crevasses require caution. Soon 
after the ice has been quitted, on its 
1. bank the new hut of the S. A. Club 
is reached, and in l.hr. more the inn 
in the Madet^aner Thai (see Bte. 83). 
The views in the final descent are 
charming. 



BOUTE 75. 

MUOTTA (a) to the BATHS OP STAGHEL- 
BEBG, BY THE BISI THAL; (b) TO 
ALTOORF, BT THE KUSZIQ KTTLU. 

The parallel valleys of the Muotta, 
which falls into the Lake of Lucerne 
near Brunnen, and the Schachen, which 
joins the Beuss near Altdorf, are sepa- 
rated bv a rugged range of moun- 
tains, wnose extremities are the Axen- 
berg, impending over the Bay of 
Uri (Bte. 15), and the Schreienstock 
over Stachelberg. Two glens di- 
verging to the southward from Muotta 
run up into this wild district. The 
eastern, called the Bisi Thai, leads to 
Stachelberg over the shoulder of the 
Schreienstock, while the western 
leads over the SanzigKulm to Spirin- 
^n,in the Schachen Thai, about l^hr. 
Tom Altdorf. 
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A. £Vom Muotta. to Stachelberg is 
a laborious walk of 9 or 10 hrs. A 
good horse-path leads up the Bisi Thai 
to the hamlet of Eigeu ; the scenery 
is wild and beautiful ; the valley much 
narrower than the Muotta Thai, 
with overhanging precipices, and well 
wooded. In 2^ hours the traveller 
reaches 

JUigen, a scattered hamlet. Beyond 
it the path is practicable only for 
the pedestrian, and requires a guide. 
After leaving the Bisi Thai the scenery 
is the most savage conceivable. The 
path, only trace{u[)le in many parts by 
the little piles of stones put up by the 
shepherds, climbs to a bare limestone 
'* plateau," seamed in every direction 
by deep crevices like the crevasses of a 
glacier, but in places even more im- 
passable. The descent to the Linth- 
thal is very steep, with fine views. 

B. From Muotta to the Kinzig 
Kvlm the track leaves the path 
to Eigen near the opening of the 
Bisi Thai, ascending nearly due S. 
"The ascent is continued obliquely 
up a steep broken slope, till the path 
arrives eventually upon the wooded 
edge of a chasm, in which the invisi- 
ble stream, which issues from the 
high valley leading up to the pass, is 
heard descending in cataracts into the 
Muotta Thai. A track up the moun- 
tain side, on the right bank of this 
stream, is now pursued: and, after 
an hour's walking from Muotta, the 
abrupt ascent ceases, and the valley 
above is entered. Having passed 
througti a wood, the path crosses the 
river for the first time by some chlilets 
(IJ hour from Muotta). The river is 
recrossed after another quarter of an 
hour: a second forest is traversed, 
and a third bridge crossed f 2^ hours 
from Muotta). The part of the valley 
below, this bridge is narrow and pic- 
turesque, shut in on both sides by 
high white precipices. Over the E. 
range the sun did not appear, on 
the last day of July, till 8 o'clock. 
The rich ^en slopes N. of Muotta, 
speckled with chalets, and surmounted 
by vast cliflEs, may be seen from favour- 



able positions, through the opening 
of the valley. Beyond the third 
bridge, a wild open basin is found, 
out of which the track is seen ascend- 
ing from the S.W. comer. At this 
comer the river is again crossed. 1^ 
hr. more are requisite before ths 
summit of the pass is attained. To- 
wards the summit, however, tht 
track is faintly marked, the direc- 
tion of ascent being towards the 
south, among little hillocks and 
hollows filled with snow. A shofi 
pole marks the crest of the Pas 
(6791 feet), which is gained in about 
5 hrs. from Muotta. 

<* Great interest is attached to the 
Kinzig Kulm, in an historical point of 
view, as being the scene of Suwar- 
row's disastrous march from Altdorf 
in 1799. Having pounced down, as 
it were, upon the Erench from the 
heights ot the St. Gothard, and 
driven them before him to Altdorf, he 
there found his progress barred by 
the lake of Lucerne, without a boat 
to cross it, his troops exhausted by 
fatigue and famine, and the counti^ 
so completely drained by war as to 
be quite incapable of supporting them. 
The only alternative that remained 
to him, was to attempt to join the 
forces of the allies through the hor- 
rible defile of the Schachen; and to 
cross the rarely-trodden summits of 
the high Alps. The only passage up 
this valley was by a mere path; so 
that his army was obliged to advance 
in a single nle, abandoning much of 
their artillery and baggage. Their 
inarch lasted 14 hours; and before 
the rear-guard had left Altdorf, the 
van had reached Muotta. Many of 
the Bussians sank from &tigue by the 
wayside, and perished; others fell into 
the hands of me French, who hovered 
in their rear; the valley was strewn 
with dead bodies of men and horses, 
with arms and equipments. The re- 
mainder of this memorable march is 
described in Rte. 73. 

The picturesque attractions of the 
Kinzig Kulm are of a high order, 
as the view zwlilc^^lt commands is 
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of great extent and magnificence. 
This view is rather improved by 
being seen from an eminence to the 
E., reached in 10 min. from the Col. 
**The descent into the Schachen Thai 
is long and steep, but the path is well 
traced and the pole on the Kinzig 
Kulm, being seen for a long time, 
would help to ffuide the ascending 
pedestrian on this side, though it is 
useless for that purpose on the other. 
The path lies uirouffhout down the 
pastures on the ngnt bank of the 
stream, but generally at a considerable 
distance from it. The Schachen Thai 
is reached at a point a little below 
Spiringen, after a descent of 2^ hrs. 
iEVom thence to Bflrglen is a walk 
of f of an hour, and another ^ hour 
brings the traveller to AHdorf"^R.E, 

8 or 9 hrs.' walk from Muotta to 
Altdor£ 

There is another pass called the 
Kulm (not Kinzig Kuixn}. Instead of 
leaving the Bisi Thai at Eigen, keep 
to it, and after passing a fine water- 
fall and some chalets, the Kulm is 
reached in about 6 hrs. from Muotta. 
From the col the view is very fine, 
and the descent very pleasant to 

Unterschdchen (Bte. 76). 



ROUTE 76. 

STACHELBEBG TO ALTDORF, B7 THE 
KLAUSEN PASS. 



Stachelberg. 
Summit . . 
UntendiScfaeQ 
Spiringen . 
Bttrglea . . 
Altdoif . . 



H. H. 
. 6 
. 2 10 
• 1 

. 1 30 
. 20 

10 



JL walk of about 9 or 10 hrs. Car- 
riage-road complete from Unter- 



schachen to Altdorf, and projected 
throughout. 

Charge for a horse from Stachel- 
berg to the summit, 12 fr.; to Altdorf, 
25 fr. The bridle-path is so well 
marked that guides may be dis- 
pensed with. It keeps along the L 
Dank of the Linth from the Baths, 
and turns out of the valley at the 
FStschbach waterfikll (40 min.) climb- 
ing Ij hr. a steep alp to the long 
marshy vale of the Fatsch, or Umer- 
boden, which is bounded rt. by pre- 
cipitous rocks, 1. by steep pine-forest. 
30 min. from the entrance the 
traveller passes a tcitthhaus (Sonne), 
30 min. arther, but 1. of the path, 
on an old moraine, the hamlet of 
Umerboden with rough Inn (H. Tell) 
and a chapel. [Hence the Scheer 
Jocht a glacier pass giving access 
to the upper region of &e Hufi 
glacier, can be reached in 5 hrs.] 
30 min, beyond this point, the pas- 
tures are left, and the ascent be- 
comes rapid and rough, opening a 
noble view of the ClarSenstock, 10,709 
ft In another 1^ hr. the Klausen 
pass is mined. It is 6437 ft. above 
the sea, oetween the Clariden Alps on 
the S., and shattered limestone ridges 
on the N. The ridge is turf-clad, but 
much exposed to wind and weather. 
On the 1. a wild slope, broken by crags 
and tiers of low precipices, and higher 
by glacier cli£Es, rises to the Clariaen- 
stock. This mountain and its crown 
of ice are well seen from the path, 
but still better from an eminence 
to the N., which also commands the 
Gross Ruchen and Windeelle. On 
the top of the pass is a hut for shelter, 
and about 1 m. (20 min.) beyond it 
are the chalets of Balmwand. Here 
the path divides, leading L by the 
rapid descent of the rocks of the Balm^ 
wand, or straight on along the higher 
level until it falls in with the track 
from the Kinzig Kulm, and descends 
upon Spiringen. This, though the 
longest, is said to be less fatiguing: it 
is probably also less beautiful. 

The other and more frequentedpath 
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descends, by long and steep zigzags, 
into the Sohachen Thai, passing in 
about 40 min. the grand and beauti- 
ful cascade of the Stavbibach, This 
torrent springs from its bed into the 
air with extreme, fury, and is of such 
volume as t-o produce a thundering 
noise and clouos of spray. Close to 
the fall a yery pretty ch$det Inn was 
built in 1871. In aliout another hour 
the traveller reaches the beautifully 
situated village of . 

Unterachdchen, 3350 fk., the first on 
the IJri side (Inns : H. et P. Clausen, 
good; Post, homely). The windows 
of the hotel look upon the ice-clad clifi!^ 
of the Gross Ruchen, 10,295 ft., at the 
head of tiie Brunni Thai, which opens 
opposite, and sends forth the main 
stream of the Sclu&chen. The dark 
walls of the Buchen rise more than 
6000 ft. above this valley, which is 
well worth exploring. The Ruchen 
Pass leads to the hotel in the Ma- 
deraner Thai in 7 hrs. ; the pass 
of the Seeweli Joch, on the N. side 
of the Gross Windgelle to Amsteg in 
about 8 hrs. The mountain on the 
L bank of the torrent discharges 
dangerous avalanches in spring. At 
UnterschaChen a carriage-road com- 



Spiringen, from which there is a 
steep zigzaff descent Flowers be- 
come abundant, and clematis covers 
the hedges. The UH Rothstock is seen 
in front. 

BUrglen l^hr. {Inn: Zum Wilhelm 
Tell), the traditional burthplace of 
Tell, at the mouth of the Schachen 
ThaL (Rte. 34.) 

Altdorf (Rte. 34) in 20 min. 



BOUTE 77. 

8TACHELBEBG TO BtSEMTIS, BT TBE 
SANB GBAT. 

This pass has no difficulties for 
practised pedestrians, with a guide, 
though the usual precautions shouli 
be taken. An Englishman is said t) 
have perished in a crevasse on tbe 
Sand Glacier in the last centurj, 
In favourable weather it is a passa^ 
of about 12 hrs. from Stachelberg t» 
Disentis, b^t the time may be short' 
ened 1} hr. by sleeping at tbe Tod 
inn. 

The ascent Arom Disentis is not » 
long as that from Stachelberg. 

The path to the Ober fiandalp. 
4| hrs.' walk, has been described in 
Rte. 74. Beyond that point the track 
keeps near the stream,, turning with 
the valley S. towards the Sand glacier, 
and near its foot ascending to some 
flowery slopes above the clifife to the 
rt. The ice-fall is thus turned, and 
the glacier entered u^on where it is 
smooth and of an easy ^dient. For 
some way the track is identical wii 
that to the Clariden Grat. Then 
bearing I. a steeper slope of snow is 
traversed to the Co/, 9138 ft. above 
the sea, between the Klein Tddi 10,072 
ft., and the Catscharauls, 10,049 ft. 
The view of the surrounding Alps is 
extremely fine. The TSdi is the most 
prominent object. 

A steep but not difficult descent, 
partly over loose stones, leads to 
the Rusein Alp, the starting-point for 
ascents of the Todi from its S. and 
easier side by the Porta da Gliems or 
da Spescha. The summit is reached 
in 6 to 7 hrs. A rough pass connects 
the Rusein Thai with the Maderaner 
Thai. The path then lies tbroagfa 
the beautiful glen of the Vol RuseiHj 
chiefly among pine-trees overhung by 
rngg^ rocks. The path emerges on 
the road 2^ m. below Disentis, close 
to the remarkable bridge over the 
Ruseiner TobeL • 
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The time asaall^ occupied in walk- 
ing over this pass is as foUovs: — 



Stachelberg to H. Todl 
Ol)erSandatp • . 
EdgeofGlader . . 
SandGrat . . . 
Disentls .... 



H. X. 
. 1 25 
. 3 90 

. 1 as 

. 1 6 
. 4 30 



ROUTE 78. 

STAGHSLBBIta TO BBIGELS, OVER THE 
KIBTENGRAT. 

This is a singularly wild and 
striking pass, leading the traveller hy 
a circuitous rte. to the head of that 
wonderful ravine which the Limmem- 
bach has cut in the sides of the 
Selbsanft and Ruohi. The col is 
8281 ft. above the sea, and lies be- 
1;ween the Hawstock (10,355 ft.)* and 
the peaks of the TSdi group. A 
^ide is necessary. *' After crossing 
the Pantenbruoke (Rte. 74), which 
is nearly 2 hrs.' good walking from 
the baths of Stachelberg, the path 
turns rather sharply to the L, and 
ascends through pleasant woods and 
pastures for a time. 2^ hrs. from 
the Pantenbriicke, always rising, 
brine you to the secluded nook in 
-vrhidi lie the chalets of the Limmem 
Alp, the highest belonging to the 
Jliinththal, 3 miserable hovels of loose 
stones, one a-piece for the cows, the 
goats, and the men. This little pas- 
ture is separated from the black 
precipitous face of the Selbsanft 
mountain by the Lvmmemtchely the 
bottom of which the foot of man has 
never reached, and which caa scarce- 
ly be seen from the edge. Here 
a man and 2 boys, with 3 or 4 cows 
and some goats, pass 3 months of the 
year, taking with them their supply 
of ftour and bread. After quitting the 



Limmem Alp, there was no semblance 
of a path, and the snow, which in the 
middle of the previous day had 
been declared by the guide and pea- 
santry to be impassable from its 
softness, had become early in the 
mornine so hard and icy as to be 
nearly impassable in the steeper parts 
from Its shpperiness. We passed close 
by the MiUtm See (7786 ft.), leaving 
it on our left It was then a mass 
of ice, no water being visible. In a 
difieren* state of the snow a path is 
sometimes taken across a lower part 
of the mountain, leaving the Miitten 
See on the right, but it was too steep 
and slippery for us to attempt. We 
crossed a higher part of the mountain 
by aid of the smitary foot-tracks of 
some shepherd (made when the snow 
was softer, as the g^de said, in search 
of some lost sheep), and which we 
luckily discovered just at the steepest 
part, where a slip would have carried 
one down over a precipice of un- 
known depth. The views of the dis- 
tant Alps from the summit are very 
fine, and the descent into the valley 
of the Yorder Rhein, near Brigels, 
a£S)rds one continuous view of that 
vaUey from above Disentis, almost 
to its junction with the valley of the 
Hinter Rhein. Much depends on the 
season, the weather, and the state 
of the snow; but it is at least 9 hrs. 
from the baths of Stachelberg to 
Brigels {Inn: H. Kistenpass, fair). 
The village itself was nearly de- 
stroyed by fire some years since, 
and many of the houses are new. The 
chalet on the Limmem Alp is a little 
out of the way, and it would save time 
to carry refreshment and avoid it." 

On the descent from the Col the 
traveller passes the Frisal Thai, an 
exceedingly fine glen, which runs W. 
to the Brigel&rhom or Piz Tumbif, S. 
of die Bifertenstock. There is a car- 
riage-road down the mountain from 
Bngels through Waltensburg to Hinz, 
a walk of 2) hrs. 
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ROUTE 79. 

OLABUS OR 8TACHELBEBO TO REICHEN- 
AU — RIOHBTLI AND 8EONE8 
PASSES. 

As mentioned in Rte. 74, there are 
two passes by which communication 
is kept up between Glarus and the 
valley of the Vorder Rhein in the 
Grisons. They are both most easily 
approached by the carriage-road which 
has been carried for 14 miles up the 
Sernf Thid as far as Elm, and is being 
extended across the Panixer pass. 
Pedestrians from Stachelbergwill pre- 
fer the Richetli pass, which leads in 
6} or 7 hrs. ftrom the Baths to Elm. 

At Schwanden Stat (Rte. 74) about 
3 m. above Glarus the valley of the 
Linth divides into two branches. 
Out of the 1. or E. branch issues the 
Sernf : it is sometimes called Klein- 
thai, to distinguish it from the larger 
W. branch, or Linththal. Diligence 
to Elm twice a day. 

About half-way to Sngi (Sonne), rt. 
there is rather a fine waterfall ; and 

h. beyond it a noble view of the 
Tarnisch. 

At Engl the Sernf Thai is joined 
by the Miihle Thai, by which there is 
a pass in 7 hrs. to Murg on the Lake 
of Wallenstadt. 



k 



Matt, with 2 poor Inns — ^Traube, 
Adler — stands on the rt. bank of 
the Sem^ and at the mouth of 
the minor vale of the Krauchthal, 
up which runs a path to Mels or 
Sargans, over the Bieseten pass, 8 hrs. 
[To the bridge in the Krauchthal 1^ 
hr.; Rieseten chalets •) hr., from 
which the col is seen 1. of two twin 
knobs; Col (6644 ft.) 1 hr., between 
the Harten (S.) and Faulenstock (N.). 
Steep descent to Ober Seez Alp; 
Weisstannen 2; Mels 3.] 

The quarries in the Plattenberg, a 
mountain of the grauwacke and day- 



slate, opposite Matt, fiimish exoeUent 
slates for roofing or for writing. 
Most of the schools in Switzerland 
are supplied! from them. The slate 
is known to geologists for the beau- 
tiful and perfect casts of fossil fisit 
in which it abounds. The lower por- 
tion of the valley is unhealthy, ai 
may be learned from the occorrenct 
of goitre and cretinism (those afflicted 
with the latter are here called Tolpd 
—dolt, blockhead—! 18) ; but the in- 
habitants of the upper extremity are 
a fine and hardy race. 

Elm (Inns, kept by Elmer, com- 
fortable, and Zentner) 3215 ft. Hein- 
rich and Peter Elmer are excellent 
guides, and several glacier expeditions 
can be made from here (Yorah, Haus- 
stock, Sardona Pass, &c.). 

This village has obtained a sad 
celebrity from the great landslip, the 
most disastrous in its results since 
the fall of the Rossberg, which des- 
troyed the lower hamlet on September, 
11, 1881. Seventy-nine houses were 
destroyed, and 114 lives were lost; 
the damage was estimated at 40,0002. 
It was caused by an enormous mass 
of slate-rook detaching itself from the 
Tschingelberg and falling 4000 ft. 
into the valley below. 

IRichetli Pass. The rte. from Sta- 
chelberg to Elm ascends the Dumaeh 
Thai, and a;bout 1 m. from the head 
of tiiat valley turns sharp up the 
mountain 1., or nearly due E., to the 
col (7526 ft). The descent on the K 
side is for a few minutes very steep 
to a wild flat basin, then steep again 
but with a path, then easy but boggy 
to the Sernf Thai. A guide is 
useful. The col lies south of the 
KaJkstdddi, which is S. of the Karpf- 
stock, 9180 ft., the highest point of 
the Freiberge, or group of mountains 
enclosed by the Linth and Semf 
valleys.] 

[From Elm the Samm Chat or Ibo 
Pass, 6772 ft., leads to Sargans in 10 
hrs., or Pfaffers in 12. Ascent 4 hrs. 
by a very rough path, impassable for 
horses. Fine view. The descent into 
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the Weisstannen Thai is not easy to 
find without a guide. For Sargaris 
that valley is followed to its lower 
extremity at Mels, For Pfaffers it is 
necessary to turn to the S.E. after 
passing the first chalet in the Weis- 
stannen Thai, and to cross two ridges 
into the Calfeuser Thai. 

There is also a direct glacier rte. 
from the top of the Segnes pass, by 
the Flimser Fim, Segnes and Sardooa 
glaciers, to the Calfeuser Thai, This 
is a long and stiff day's work, but 
very varied and interesting. 11 hrs. 
to Vattis (an /»n), 2J hrs, from 
Ragatz.] 

The Segnes Pass from Elm to Flims 
requires 6} hrs.' fair walking, but 
more the reverse way. The path 
crosses the Sernf just below Elm, into 
the Unterthal, and follows a cart-road 
to some slate-works, 20 min. It then 
ascends rt. into a gorge. This con- 
tinues 40 min. to the stream which de- 
scends from the Segneshorn. Turning 
up it 1., in 15 min. the traveller emerges 
upon pastures, exceedingly steep and 
pathless. Here avoid a track to the 
rt. and go straight up the slopes 
S.E. When the Martinsloch, a hole or 
natural tunnel through the mountain, 
is sighted the way cannot be missed, as 
the col lies just 1. of it. High up, where 
the grass gives place to rock aud 
stones, the track bears rt., and in 1 hr. 
25 m. from the foot of the pastures 
to the rt. is the Martinsloch, through 
which on four days in the year — 
March 4 and 5, aud September 14 
and 15 — ^the sun shines upon the 
village church of Elm. This orifice 
is nearly under the peak of the Segnes- 
horn or Piz Segnes, which is 800 or 
900 ft. abore it, and 10,870 ft. above 
tbe sea. The rocks of the ridge fcrm 
a veall, which at one place is weathered 
into a number of columns called the 
J'ungfrauen (Maidens), and is broken 
do%vn at the col. N.W, the snowy 
Heights of the K&rpfstock, are well 
seen, and far away to the S. are the 
pestks of the Adula, and glacier of 
the Hinter Rhein below the Vogelberg 
a,rid Piz Valrhein. On the S. side of 

\JSwitz.'] 



the pass a steep slope of Snow leads 
down to the Flimser Finx^ a small 
nearly level glacier occupying' a hol- 
low in the mountain. This is crossed 
in I hr., and then descent made rt. to 
the bed of an ancient lake, 1 hr. 20 m. 
from col. The path follows the 1. 
side, passing a fine waterfall, and at 
end of basin descends 1. to the green 
Flimser alp 25 min., and down its 
slopes in 1 hr. 20 m. to Flims, 20 min. 
from the beautifully situated inn of 
the Waldhaus, and 2} hrs.' walk from 
Il^nz. 



ROUTE 80. 

ELM TO UAnz, by THE PANttER 
PASS. 

From Elm (Rte. 79), the carriage- 
road is only carried up the valley for 
2 miles, ^rom Elm to lUnz is a walk 
of 8 hrs. 

[In G^oing from Stachelberg by the 
RichetU pass, Elm is avoided, as the 
path to the Panixer is met at the foot 
of the Richetli, near the chalets of 
Wichlen, about 4 m. from Elm. But 
it would be a hard day's work to 
accomplish both passes, and there is 
no accommodation short of Fanix, 
fully 10 hrs. from the Baths.] 

An hour and a quarter from Elm 
brings the traveller in sight of the 
head of the W. branch of the Sernf 
Thai, and in front of the opening to 
the S., which leads to the Panixer 
pass. The ascent occupies 2^ hours, 
and for the last two the track is 
marked by poles. The scenery is 
desolate ; the ground rises in stages, 
or, as it were, in' steps, borne up by 
precipices. The first of these fiats, 
gained in f of an hour frdm the Sernf 
Thai, is the wild Jatzer Alp. Here 
are the last ch^il^ts, 
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The col (7907 ft.) commands a com- 
prehensive view over the southern 
mountains of the Vorder Ehein, but 
is not otherwise remarkable. 

The commencement of the descent 
is marked by poles, and turns W. to- 
wards a glacier fed by the snows of 
the Hausstock. The traveller is then 
left at the edge of a declivity to find 
his way down. It is necessary to turn 
S., and descend the loose, wet, and 
trackless slope, to gain a path which 
may be perceived far below on the 
mountain-pasturage. Before reach- 
ing this alp, the stream, just bprung 
in a considerable volume from its 
glacier, must be waded through. The 
track then lies for a time over the 
half-barren surface of the alp, which 
is raised on inmiense precipices above 
the valley of Panix. It then re- 
crosses the stream (which runs in a 
deep chasm hardly a yard in width), 
and ascends for some distance along 
the face of the precipices on the £., 
passing one place by a shelf cut out 
of the rock. 

The traveller now. reaches a wide 
green pasturage, and descends towards 
the S., turning by degrees, first E. 
and then N.E., so as to double round 
the head of the ravine. The rest of 
the way to the village of Panix, where 
there is a small country Inn, presents 
no difiiculty, though some little em- 
barrassment may be experienced in 
the woods. Panix is a long 2 hours 
from the col to which it gives name. 
It is here worth while to look back 
upon the pass. All approach seems 
so barred by precipices that to reach 
it mi^ht be considered impossible. 

Below Panix there is a good path, 
running at a great elevation above 
the stream, and eventually leading to 
Waltenaburg, whence a carriage-road, 
commanding the most beautiful views 
over the valley of the Rhine and op- 
posite mountains, descends rapidly to 
Ilanz. From Panix to Hinz (Rte. 82) 
is a walk of 2 hours. 

Suwarrow, after the almost incre- 
dible march detailed in Rtes. 73, 
75, remained like a stag at bay 
for three or four days at Qlarus, en- 



gaged in constant skirmishes with the 
enemy. At length, finding it hope' 
less to oppose a force now so greatly 
superior in numbers to his own, he 
adopted the only alternative, of ag^ 
leacQng his exhausted and diminished 
followers over the crest of the Alps. 
He broke up from his quarters on me 
5th of October. The lateness of Ihe 
season, the difficulties of the passa^ 
and the vastly superior force pressing 
on his heels, rendered this a far more 
hazardous enterprise than that which 
he had previously accomplished* Tie 
miserable path up the valley wodd 
barely admit two men abreast : aloig 
this tne army painfully wound its wty 
in single file. The difficulty of tke 
ascent was greatly increased by a fill 
of snow; but, as though the hardship 
of the road were not enough, the in- 
defatigable French allowed the Rm- 
sians no respite from their harassiir 
assaults. Numbers lay down to peri^ 
on the snow; many, slipping on the 
fragments of slate, and along tls 
rocks, polished by the frost, weie 
hurled over the precipices, while the 
enemy's bullets were not slow n 
further thinning their ranks. After 
five days of ton, and four nights of 
little repose, since they were spent ob 
the surface of the snow, Suwarrow 
crossed the ridge of Panix, and ob 
the loth of October gained tilie valley 
of the Rhine. Even on reaching tke 
descent, many perished in attempting 
to cross the chasm of the Ramasca 
Alp. For months the birds and 
beasts of prey were gorged with their 
bodies, and the bones of many a wai^ 
ridr are still blanching in the ravinet 
of the Jatzer, Thus terminated i 
march of 18 days' duration, perhaps 
the most extraordinary ever made by 
an army, incessantly engaged, fight- 
ing a battle almost every day, and 
obliged to traverse a country un- 
known, and completely destitute of 
resources. This remarkable retreat 
was accomplished with the loss of all 
the artillery, the greater part of the 
beasts of burden, and oneHhird of 
the men. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SwUzerhnd. 



ROtTTE 81. — RAaATZ TO COIRE. 



243 



EOUTE 81. 

RAGATZ TO COIBE — THE ORISONS — 
TH£ BOMAN8CH LANGUAGE. 

Soon after leaving Ragatz, the rly. 
crosses the Rhine by a covered wooden 
bridge, and passes out of Canton St. 
Gall into the Grisons, to 

May enf eld Stat, {Inns: Rossli; Ochs), 
a little walled town nearly opposite to 
Ragatz, and about 12 m. from Coire, 
containing an ancient tower said to 
have been built in the 4th cent, by 
the Emperor Constantius. The val- 
ley of the Rhine has a grand appear- 
ance from this point. The Falknis is 
a conspicuous and striking object N.E. 
The Rhine alone is unpicturesque, 
from the width of its bed and the 
large space of unsightly gravel left 
bare in summer. Its bed is con- 
stantly rising so as tO threaten in- 
iundations; The railroad is carried 
along the rt. bank, crossing the Lan- 
quart, an impetuous torrent, descend- 
ing from the valley of Pratigau (Rte. 
94). Above Meyenfeld, the H. Land- 
haus. The host is a good guide for 
the Scesaplana, &c. 

Lanquart Stat (Inns : Davoserhof ; 
H. I^anquart). The Completer wine 
is grown near here. The towers of 
MarscMins, an ancient castle of the 
Salis family, are seen under the moun- 
tain to the E. [Diligences to Davos 
in 7 hrs. and to the Engadine by the 
Fluela, daily.] 

Beyond this, the Convent of Pf affers 
is visible from the road; the snowy 
tieights of the Calanda rise on the 
jpposite bank of the Rhine; and the 
ruins of feudal castles, per<;hed upop. 
£nolls, overlooking the valley, give 
i picturesque character to the scene. 
Dne of the most conspicuous is Halden- 
rtein, nearly opposite Coire, and N. of 
it are the ruins of Lichtenstein, ancient 
seat of that princely family. 

ZizersStat,(Inn: Krone), near which 
is Molinara, the country-seat of the 
Bishops of Coire. 

From the valleys on each side pro- 
seed torrents, which have borne down 
l^he d^ris of the mountains, and have 



formed long hills, reaching to the 
Rhine. The height of these hills, 
next the mountains, must be several 
hundred feet. Th6 post-road regularly 
ascends them, crosses the bed of the 
torrent at the top, and then descends 
Coit^e Terminus — Germ. Chur ; Ro- 
mansch, Cuera — (Inns : Steinbock, 
a thoroughly ffooa house; Weisses 
Kreuz, (Ereieck); Lukmanier, near" 
the rly. stat.; Stem (I'Etoile) ; 
Sonne— all good and moderate. Val- 
tellina is the wine generally consumed 
in the Grisons, but Completer, grown 
near Malans, is very good, and should 
be tried here. 

Coire (2000 ft.), capital of the Gri- 
sons, the Ckria Rcstorum of the Ro- 
mans, is an ancient walled town of 
8900 Inhab.(2000 Rom. Cath.), about 
a mile from the Rhine, in a recess 
formed by the opening of the vall^, 
of the Plessur (Schanfigg Thai). In 
A.D. 452 it was already the seat of a 
bishopric, and its prelates became the, 
most powerful temporal rulers in the 
neighbouring country. Its prosperi|;v 
arises from the roads upon which 
it stands, which jform the channel 
of communication from Italy into 
Switzerland and Western Germany. 
Through Coire pass the goods, trans- 
ported over the great Alpine roads 
of the Splugen and Bernardino. It 
is the place of meeting of the Council 
of the Grisons; a member of which 
claims the title of "Your Wisdom" 
("EuerWeisheit"). 

The Protestant town was separated 
from the Catholic town by a wall' 
with curious double gates, which eachr 
side closed at night. 

It is a tovm of narrow streets, and 
high whitewashed houses. Entering- 
it by the old gateway, close to the 
Steinbock, and turning sharp rt., you 
reach the parish ch,, behind which 
a steep street leads to the clerical 
quarters, once walled in, and stiU en- 
tered by a lofty gateway. Within 
is a square, lined oa one s^de by 
the Bishop's Palace^ retaining no an- 
cient features except 2 towers, which 
may date from the 10th centy. St. 
Lucius is said to have suffered mar-p 
tyrdom in that which contains the'^ 
B 2 
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Bishop's chapel, a room now destitute 
of all trace of antiquity. In front is 
the 

Bom, or C%. of St. Lucius, interesting 
for its architecture of early Pointed, 
but retaining traces of an earlier Ko- 
manesque Dom, of the fourth century. 
To it must be referred the rude sta- 
tues of the Four Erangelists, Janus- 
like, in pairs, standing upon lions 
which flank the iron gate leading to 
the circular W. door. The oldest 
portions of the present building date 
from the 8th century. The choir is 
raised on steps, leaving open to the 
nave the crypt beneath, which rests 
on a single pier, the base a monster. 
There are singular old carvings (altar- 
piece or reredos) and paintings, and 
monuments of the noble Grison fami- 
lies, a sacraments-house with met^ 
door, and two other fine shrines. 
Several of the chapels contain pic- 
tures attributed to A, Durer and the 
younger Holhein, and there are also 
works o^ Angelica Kauffmann, painter 
and B.A., who was bom at Coire, 
A,D. 1741. In the sacristy is pre- 
served a treasure of mediaeval art of 
great interest— church-plate, paint- 
ings, ivories, wood - carving, vest- 
ments of unusual beauty and excel- 
lence of embroidery. 

Behind the Dom is the Cantonal 
School (formerlv Episcopal), in which 
350 Prot. and Kom. Cath. pupils 
are educated. The library is nch in 
Bomansch literature. 

The Bosenhiigel, a public walk on the 
Julier road, | m., commands a beautiful 
view of Coire ; and the MUtenherg, 
N.E., to the ton of which a path will 
take the traveller in 2 hrs., views up 
and down the valley of the Rhine. 
To the mineral springs of Pasugg, 1. 
of the Julier road, and to the Scalara 
Tobel, a wild ravine opening on the 
Bagatz road, are walks of about 1^ 
hr. The Calanda, 9213 ft., can be more 
easily ascended from Coire than from 
Pfaffers. 

Diligences every day to Chiavenna 
by the Splugen, in 12| hrs. (Rte. 87) ; 
to Bellinzona, by the Bernardino, in 17 
hrs. (Rte. 91); to Hospenthal by the 
Oberalp (Rte. 82), or Biagca by the 



Lucmanier (Rte. 85); to Sam&den 
(daily) in 12 hrs., by Tiefenkasten, 
over the Julier Pass (see Rte. 92). 
1 -horse carriage to Thusis, 15 fr.; 
2-horse carriage, 30. An alternative 
rte. to Tiefenkasten is by Thusis and 
the Schyn pass. Two horses to Chia- 
venna, 135 fr.; Bellinzoua, 180 ft.; 
Hospenthal, 135 f r. ; St. Moritz, 
130 fr. 

The Eomansch Language* 

The Romansch (properly the JiaiO' 
Somansch) language is one of these 
which, in the course of the midcle 
ages, took their rise from the commm 
or Rustic Latin (Lingua Roman 
rustica), spoken in different parts of 
the Roman empire in Europe. Tie 
Proven9al of the S. of France is ah 
other, and the Wallachian (Romoun) 
is a tliird of these tongues still exii* 
ing. The Rseto-Romansch was at oie 
time spoken all through the Romft 
province of RcBtia, which included tk 
modern countries of the Grisons, tk 
Tyrol, and the adjacent districts rf 
Switzerland and S. Germany, wlwK 
many Romansch proper names c( 
places still remain, though the inhi' 
bitants speak German. Besides a cod- 
siderable mixture of pure Germas. 
the Raeto-Romansch contains sevenl 
hundred words, relating to Alpine life 
and occupations, derived from the ! 
aboriginal Alpine tribes, whom Livy 
asserts to have been related to the 
Etruscans. 

The population of the Grisons, ia 
1880, amounted to 93,864, of whom 
about 42,000 speak Romansch, 3d,0i«} 
German, and 1 "2,000 Italian (in^ the & 
districts of Misocco, Bregi^lia, ant 
Poschiavo). As regards grammatitt. 
differences, the Romansch of Oh 
Grisons is divided into three principii 
dialects, which prevail in — 1. Th* 
Upper Eneadine; 2. Lower Engadinc; 
3. The Oberland, or upper valley « 
the Vorder-Rhein, 

The literature of the R«to-Bo- 
mansch language dates back to tl4 
latter half of Uie fifteenth centitfj 
beginning with popular sonss relatiif 
to warlike exploits, succe^<fed in 15^ 
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an epic poem by Johannes Trayers, 
hief actor in the events he describes, 
e first printed book was the trans- 
ion of the New Testament into the 
Ject of the Upper Engadine by 
chem Bifrun, a lawyer of Sam§,den. 
was published 1560, and had great 
luence in the extensive spread of 
i Keformation through the whole 
3tian valley of the Inn. It was 
lowed by other translations of the 
Lole Bible, by books of prayer, cate- 
isms, &c., throughout the Komansch 
isons; and the example set by the 
otestants was quickly followed by 
3 Boman Catholics. 
Most of the inhabitants of the 
•isons are bilinguals, who, if they 
)ak Komansch, speak Italian or 
srman likewise. There are three 
»mansch newspapers published at 
»ire and Disentis in the dialects of 
3 Lower Engadine and Oberbund. 
The traveller in the Grisons may 
reminded that the Komansch names 
places, of two syllables, generally 
ve the accent on the last syllable, 
Ard^z, Cemez, Lavin, Mascin, Ra- 
tz, Sargans, and that the Komansch 
mes of many places differ materially 
)m the German: e.^r., Disentis, Horn. 
uster; Brigels, Mom, Breil; Wal- 
asburg. Bom, Vuorz la foppa ; Ems, 
•m. Domat. 

History and Government of the Grau- 
nden or Grisons, — ^For nearly two 
Qturies after the first Swiss union, 
at part of the country of Khsetia 
)W called Graiibunden groaned un- 
r the tyranny of almost numberless 
tty lords, who, though they pos- 
ssed but a few acres of land, or 
en no more than the number of 
uare feet on which their castle stood. 
It assumed the rights of independent 
vereignty, waging perpetual petty 
ir with their neighbours — oppress- 

f their own subjects, and pillaging 
travellers — the ancient form of 
vying duties and customs. The best 
)tionof the state of society which cx- 
ted during this period of the Eaust- 
jcht (club law), may be formed from 
le number of feudal ruins which 
;u4 not oplv tl>e main yg.lleys of 



the Khine, but even the lateral val- 
leys and gorges of the Khsetian Alps. 
At last a day of retribution came. 
The peasants rose in revolt and threw 
off the yoke of the nobles — with less 
violence than might have been ex- 
pected, chiefly because the great ec- 
clesiastical potentates, the Bishop of 
Coire, the Abbots of St. Gall and 
Dissentis, and some of the more in- 
fluential barons, sided with the pea- 
sants, directing, instead of opposing, 
the popular feeling. 

The result of Siis was the Grison 
Confederacy (about 1471), quite dis- 
tinct from the Swiss Confederacy, com- 
posed of Three Leagues (Biinden) — the 
Upper, or Grey League (Ober, or 
Graue Bund), 1424 (named from the 
simple grey home-spun coats of those 
by whom it was' formed) ; the League 
of God's House (Ca D^ in Komansch, 
in Germ. Gotteshaus Bund), so called 
from the church of Coire, the head and 
capital of this league, 1396 ; and the 
League of the Ten Jurisdictions 
(Zehn-Gerichte), of which Davos is 
chief town (1436). 

The government produced by this 
revolution presented a remarkable ex- 
ample of the sovereignty of the people 
ana of universal sunrage. Not only 
every valley, but in some cases every 
parish, or eten hamlet in a valley, be- 
came an independent commonwealth, 
with a government of its own, with 
peculiar local administrative rights 
and privileges. Sometimes one of these 
free states, sometimes several together, 
formed a commune or schnitze, lite- 
rally slice (gemeinde or gericht) ; 
each commune had its own general 
assembly, in which every citizen of the 
age of 18, sometimes younger, had a 
vote, and by which the magistrates 
and authorities, down to the parson 
and schoolmaster, were elected. With 
such a complication of machinery, 
it is difficult to understand how any 
government could have been carried 
on. Two great families, those of 
Planta and De Salis, in the end, long 
monopolised the chief influence, as 
well as the patronage and offices of 
the federal government. 

Towards the ^pd of the 15tji centy.- 
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the Grisons conduded a permanent 
alliance with the Swiss. The liberty 
of the Grisons was established against 
the House of Austria by the battle of 
the Malser-helde, A.D. 1499. In 1512 
the Grisons conquered Chiavenna and 
the Valtellina, over which they re- 
tained the paramount authority until 
1798. In 1803 the Grisons became 
a Swiss canton by Napoleon's Act of 
Mediation* 

A new local and administrative 
organization was introduced in June, 
1851. According to this, the old his- 
toric names and divisions are abolish- 
ed, and the canton is portioned out 
into 14 districts, 39 circles, and 205 
communes or parishes. 



BOUTE 82. 

COIBE, UP THE VALLEY OF THE VOBDEB 
BHEIN, TO DISENTIS, AND AGB06S 
THE OBERALP TO ANDEBMATT. 

Goire. Kng. m. 

Beichenaa 6 

B&nz 14 

Trons 12 

DisentiA U 

Andermatt 20 

Carriage-road to Andermatt. Dili- 

£nce in 9 hrs. to Disentis, 13 to 
adermatt, stopping to dine at Trons. 
l-horse carriage to Keichenau, 6 fr.; 
2-horse carriage to Banz, 45 ; to Di- 
sentis, 80 ; to Andermatt or Hospen- 
thal, 135. Good Inns at Waldhaus, 
Banz, Trons, Disentis and Sedrun. 
This road was made in 1865, in con- 
tinuation of the road across the Furca 
to Brieg, thus giving carriage .com- 
munication between the valley of the 
Rhine and;the valley of the Rhone, 

As far as Disentis the scenery is 
varied and beautiful ; in parts very 
fine. Thence to Andermatt the road 
is chiefly over open Alpine pastures. 
The number of small castles on 
heights is remarkable ; it is as much 
the castellated Rhine here as below 
Mayence. From Ooire to 



6 m. Beichenau (Inn : Adler), see 
Rte. 87. Here the SplGgen andBer- 
nardin road diverges up the vaflej 
of the Hinter Bhein^ at the entrance 
of which is the castle of Rbazuns. 

The road to Andermatt folio wsJie 
valley of the Vorder Mhein, 

The carria^-road strikes up i« 
side of the hiUs through the villagiof 
TaminsdirectlyoverReichenau. Hejcs 
the traveller enjoys a beautiful vbv 
of both valleys of the Rhine. The 
river runs between cliffs, and ^^ 
road, leaving the Rhine, twists ffl^ 
rises on the mountains through Tm 
(Inn : Calanda), with ruins of Hd'n- 
trins, a castle said to have b«en 
built by Pepin d'Heristal, and Mulia^ 
passing 1. the Flimser See, to 

7 m. Hims — Rom. Fiem — (/«•' 
Post — fair), a village under tie 
precipices of the Flimserstein, 3616 1 
above the sea, named, firom tie 
number of sources around it, (d 
flumina. [Rt. the path to Elm, ^ 
the Segnespass (Rte. 79), 7 hrs., guitf 
10 fr. Tne Segneshdmer are sea 
above the Laaxer Alp. j In the casde 
is some curious wood-carving. Just 
beyond Films, at Waldhausen, is the 

K and P, Waldhaus^ a Zufl and 
Molken Cury with 60 beds, and the^ 
and P. Segnes, on the verge of » 
great pine-forest called Mutta Wdi 
The road passes through this wood, 
with the Laaxer See in a deep hollow 
L (it contains a warm spring) ; then 
close to the grand ravine of the 
Laaxer Tdbel to 

Laax(Tnns: Adler; Kreuz). Here 
are two old chateaux, formerly of tif 
Counts of Toggenburg (L) and Counts 
Von Mont (rt.) From this villag« 
the road descends a hOl of 3 m. y^^ 
fine view of Piz JRiein, Piz Fez^ and 
FU Mundaun, passing Ldvoenberg (rt.)) 
once a castle of the oishops of Coire. 

7 m. Bdnz (2250 ft.) — in Romansch, 
Gllon — (Inns : Oberalp, good ; luc- 
manier). B^nz was the capital of the 
Graue Bund, and is beautiful situated 
'^*"^^fe<J^l^|'« entrance of 
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the Lugneta Thai, and in full view of 
Piz Tumbif (or Brigelserhom), above 
Trons. Its 668 Inhab. speak Ro- 
mansch, and this dialect prevails in 
a large portion of the valley, while 
German is spoken in the mountain 
villages. Many fine old houses, in a 
state of dilapidation, prove that D^nz 
was once the abode of noble families. 

IWalks-'to Fellers, J hr.: thence to 
Crap St, J(^n, 1 good hr.— to Zadir and 
£uschein, on the mountain side N. 
Beautiful views, 

■Piz Mundaun (6562 ft.) commands 
ft fine panoramic view. The top is 
easily reached in 3 hrs., and the Inn 
on the alp in 2. Horse, 8 fr., guide, 
5 fi-.; with descent to Trons (4} hrs.) 
10 fr. To the Frauenthor, 1 hr. (Rte. 
86), 

By the Lugnetz Thai and Valser- 
hergpass to Spliigen in Rte. 89. By 
the same valley there is a pass to 
OUvone, in Val Blegno (Rte. 86). 
The Panixer pass to Elm from Wal- 
tensburg (Rte, 80). The Kistengrat 
^ Stachelberg from Brigels (Rte. 78). 
To Thusis or Spliigen a day's walk 
of 10 or 11 hrs. by the rt. bank of 
the Rhine and the Savien Thai (Rte. 
90).] 

From Il^nz, tl^ose on foot can take 
a path over the mountains, under Piz 
Mundaun, through a district called 
Obersaxen, to Trons ; but it is not 
easy to find the way, and there are 
ravines or graben to cross. Proceeding 
byroad: — 

The Rhine is crossed to Tavanasa 
(Kreuz), and the road runs under 
wooded precipices to 

10 m. Trons or 2Vt<ns— Rom., Tron 
-^Fnns : Krone; Todi; both good: the 
dUigence from Coire stops to dine 
here), a village in a singularly- beau- 
tiful situation under Piz Tumbif. . Its 
800 Inhab. are Rom. Cath., andf speak 
Romansch. Abandoned iron-works in 
the vicinity. Trons is chiefly remark- 
able, however, as the cradle of liberty 
amone the Rhaetian Alps. Beneatn 
the shade of a neighbouring forest 
the peasants met at the beginning of 
the 15th century, to concert plans for 
liberating themselves and their chil- 
dren ffQj» the oppression of their 



feudal lords, three or four of whose 
castles, now in ruins, may be seen 
frownine from the neighbouring crags. 

At the entrance of the village, 
on the side of Banz, stood, till 1870, 
the decayed but venerated fragment 
of a sycamore, beneath whose once- 
spreading branches the deputies of 
the peasants met the nobles who 
were favourable to their cause, in 
March, 1424, and took the oath 
of fidelity to one another, and to 
their free constitution then esta- 
blished. According to tradition this 
remarkable oath . was administered 
by the Abbot of Disentis. The 
confederates swore "to be and to 
continue good and true friends ; to 
hold together in war and in peace ; 
to maintain each man his own rights 
by law, and not by the strong hand; 
to withstand all lawless violence; and 
to punish the unruly who will not 
obey the sentence of the law." Such 
was the origin of the Grey League, 
Gratie Bund, so called from the grey 
beards or the grey homespun garb of 
the venerable assembly. Close to the 
sycamore-tree stands the little Chapel 
of SU Anna, the portico adorned with 
Bible texts, "In libertatem vocati es- 
tis;" "Ubi Spiritus Domini, ibi Li- 
bertas;" "In te speraverunt Patres;*' 
&c., and with two fresco paintings. 
One represents the first formation of 
the League, the principal fibres being 
the Abbot of Disentis, in the robes of 
his order; the Count of Sax, with a 
white flowing beard; and the lord of 
Rhaziins. Tne other picture shows 
the renewal of the oath in 1778: the 
deputies here appear with starched 
frills, and hair powdered and frizzled; 
in sUk stockings and with walking- 
sticks. 

View from the ch. of St. Maria above 
the village. 

[From Trons the Pwr CTrtoMn (11,063 
ft.), S. of the Todi, and the third of 
that group in height, was ascended as 
early as 1793 by Placidus li Spescha. 
The rte. lies up the centre of the Pan- 
taiglas glacier (which in itself is worth 
visiting), by the E. face of the S. ardte, 
wd then by that arlte to the top. It 
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has been recently climbed in about 
6hrs. 
Piz rttw&»/.— The lowest of the 3 

Seaks can be ascended without much 
ifficulty. Carriage to the foot of the 
hill to Brigels, } hr.; thence walk 
to Waltensburg, 1 hr.; Brigels, 1 hr.; 
foot of peak, 3 hrs.; up steep glacier 
to saddle, about 1} hr.; along the 
ridge to the point, about 20 min. 
The 2nd peak has one mauvais pas. 
The highest point, 10,555 ft., can be 
reached only by a long and very 
difficult ardte.] 

The inhabitants of the upper part 
of the valley, about Disentis, are 
Roman Catholics. The mountains 
which bound it change from lime- 
stone to primitive rock, and give a 
different character to its scenery. The 
road is bold. 

Opposite Somoic {Inn : Post) (Rom. 
Swnvigl ; Lat. 8ummuS'V\cus\ abound- 
ing in cherry-trees, is the opening of 
Vol Swnvix^ wild and savage, and well 
worth exploring. [About 1 hr. up 
the valley is Teniger Bad, where rude 
baths are found, and in about another 
hour Val Lavaz, with the Lcmaz Joch at 
its head. This is a very interesting 
pass (8232 ft.), leading to the Luk- 
manier road at Curaglia, and com- 
manding a splendid view of the Me- 
delser glacier. At the upper end of 
the Yal Somvix are the passes of the 
Gretna to Olivone, and the Disrvct to 
Val Lugnetz and Bdnz (Rte. 86).] 
Somvix ch.-tower is lofty and pictu- 
resque. There are paintings on the 
ch.-yard porch, and devices on some 
of the houses. Kearer Disentis is 
a dark, steep forest, with alpine 
cedar, and here a wooden bridge, 
160 ft. above the stream, and 210 ft. 
long, carries the road over the grand 
Ruseiner TcheL 

7} ro. Disentis (3800 ft.) (Inns: H. 
and P. Disentiser Hof, Baths ; Con- 
drau Zur Krone; Condrau Zur Post; 
Berther or Adler—all good. E. C. S. 

The Benedictine Abbey of Disentis 
(Rom. Muster ; Lat. Monasterium), one 
of the oldest ecclesiastical establish- 
ments in Switzerland, founded in 614, 
it is said, by the Scotch monk Siegbert, 



a companion of St Gall, was tbe 
nucleus of early civilization in this 
wild and remote country It stands 
on a terrace, about 3800 ft. above the 
sea, with a village clustered round v& 
base, and at the junction of the tw 
Alpine torrents which unite in forming 
the Vorder-Rhein. It is protected by 
a forest from falling avalanches, bet 
has twice been burned in modem 
times; first in 1799, when the Frena 
destroyed it, together with the librarr 
formea in the 7 th and 8tb centuriei, 
and again in 1 846. It was rebuilt, anl 
is now in part used as a school for i\& 
canton, and has an imposing appear 
ance, from its size and position, towel- 
ing above the humble village, as ib 
ri3i and powerful abbots, in th( 
middle ages, lorded it over their vas- 
sals. They were, at one time, allies o' 
the House of Habsburg, and the abbo; 
and his banner occupied the van at 
the battle of Morgarten. At a later 
period, however, 1424, Abbot Peter of 
Pontaningen was one of the founders 
of Grison liberty, who met under , 
the sycamore at Trons. Placidus i 
Spescha, the first explorer of tht 
neighbouring mountains, was long an 
inmate of the monastery. 

A newspaper is published here ia 
the Romansch dialect. 

View up the Lukmanier pass of Pii 
Scopi; further L is Piz Cristallina. 
Piz Muraun, 9511 ft., opposite the 
Ruseiner Tobel, may be ascended, and 
commands a fine view. You can ride 
halfway. Good guides are to be heard 
of at the principal inns. 

[The carriage road over the Ztii- 
manier runs up the Medelser Thai bv 
the hospice of Santa Maria, to Biasca 
(Rte. 85) ; from Santa Maria is a path 
over the Uomo Pass and down the Val 
Piora to Airolo, lOj hrs. (Rte. 84): 
another, by Val Rusein and the Sani 
Grat, to the Baths of Stachelberg: 
(Rte. 77). The Brunni Pass, to tht 
head of the Maderaner Thai ^ai 
Inn) ; and the Kreuzli Pass to Amste«. 
10 hrs.' good walking (Rte. 83).J 

At Disentis the Medels (or Middle) 
Rhein, joins the Vorder Rhein. 

The road from Disentis to the 
Oberalp l#^^e^ iSe MedeUer Thai « 
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the I., and ascends the vale of Tavetsch 
by the L bank of the Vorder Rhein, 
now reduced in breadth and volume 
to a mountain-torrent. 

5 SedHn (4600 ft,) {Inn: Krone, 
good), the chief place in the upper 
valley. Rt. Val Strim leading to the 
Kreuzli pass. 

2 Rueras — ^Rom. St, Oiacomo — {Inn ; 
Oberalp). On a hill nearly sur- 
rounded by the Rhine stand the 
ruins of the Castle of Pultmenga or 
Pontaningen, [From this point a path, 
now disused, called the summer path, 
diverges to the rt,, crossing a shoulder 
of the Crispalt to the Passo da Tiarms, 
7061 ft.] 

Above Rueras a narrow gorge opens 
on the valley, which is here dread- 
fully exposed to avalanches. In 1808 
one fell from the Culmatsch upon the 
village of Selva, and killed 42 human 
beinp and 237 head of cattle. The 
carnage-road is carried through 

Tschamut, or Chiamut (5400 ft.) (Inn: 
Rheinquelle, good), the last village in 
the Tavetsch-provided with a church. 
The valley of Tavetsch is the cradle 
of the Vorder Rhein: it is supplied 
from 3 branches, having their sources 
in the mountains which wall in its 
upper extremity ; the Crispalt, N. ; 
the Six Madun (Cima di Badus), and 
the Comdre, S. ; the Berglistock and 
Schneehtihner, N.W. The S. branch, 
which is considered the true source, 
is the outflow from two small lakes, 
the L. de Siarra, and the L. Toma 
(about 2 hrs.' walk), the latter 7690 
ft. above the sea, on the N. flank of 
the Sixmadun. At Tschamut one of 
the branches is crossed, after which, 
adieu to the Rhine. 

The carriage-road, adopting a line 
more safe from avalanches than the 
old winter path, ascends the Val 
Surpalix by ten sweeping zigzags, and, 
crossing tne boundary of Canton Uri, 
reaches 

The Oberalp Pass, 6703 ft. above 
the sea. On the opposite declivity, 
a small lake, famed for its trout, lies 
at the foot of the traveller. This is 
the Oberalp See, one of the head- waters 
of the Reuss: it is beset with bogs, 
ai^d YTfis the scene of a struggle be- 



tween the French and Austrians in 
1799. The road skirts the N. shore. 
A capacious -ffbf<?/ (Oberalp) has been 
built on its margin. The vale of 
TJrseren, with Hospenthal in the 
distance, and the inn on the Furca, 
now open to view, and a long des- 
cent by well-drawn zigzags, which 
may be much abridged by the pedes- 
trian, first through a naked valley 
of pastures, and men down a broken 
declivity, brings the traveller to 

Andermatt, on the St. Gothard (Rte. 
34), 



ROUTE 83. 

THE MADEBANER THAL-^KBEUZLI 
PASS TO DISENTIS. 

The Maderaner Thai, though a 
singularly picturesque Alpine valley, 
was comparatively neglected until a 
good mountain hotel and pension was 
opened 3i hrs. by bridle-path from 
Amsteg, m the centre of the finest 
scenery. The valley terminates E, 
in the ffUfi glacier, and a snow-field 
of enormous extent, of which the 
summit, called Clariden Grat, con- 
nects the Catscharauls on the S. 
with the Claridenstock on the N. 
The sides of the valley, descending 
from these heights, are formed on 
the N. by the Scheerhom, Klein 
Rnchen, Gr. Ruchen, Gr. Wind- 

felle, and Kl. Windgelle ; on the S. 
y the Dussistock, Oberalpstock, and 
Bristenstock. A steep ascent from 
Amsteg of 15 or 20 min., through the 
forest, lands the traveller abruptly on 
the first and most beautiful stage of 
the Maderaner Thai, where the valley 
is not only charming in its scenery 
but richly fertile — quite a bower of 
fruit and walnut trees and flowers. 
At the entrance stands the little 
chapel of St. Antony, and further 
on the hamlet of Bristen ; its chalets 
perched on broken ^und, above a 
rocky dell, where, in the din and 
spray of the roaring Kdrstelenbach, a 
little bridge is crossed. This is one 
of the prettiest spots in the valley, 
[From the ^jjiapel a level pfith, coin* 
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manding fine Tiews, bears round the 
base of the Bristeustock to the St. 
Gothard road, at tbe second bridge 
above Amsteg ; a most useful short cut 
for pedestrians ascending the Beuss- 
thal.] Further on, the ElreuzU rte. 
diverges rt. up a lateral glen, and L 
a path climbs to the pastures below 
the Windgelle, where there is a small 
lake, the beautiful Gohem See, 2 hrs. 
from Amsteg. Higher up, between 
the Windgelles, one of those curious 
limestone plateaux, locally called 
schrattejif rent by deep fissures. 
jTrom the S.E. corner of the Golzem 
See is a steep path direct into the 
Maderaner That.] From this point 
of the path the cliffs on the 1. con- 
ceal the "Windgelle, but on the rt. 
the mountains rise in precipices and 
gloomy peaks. A long and rapid 
ascent bv the side of a gorge, through 
which the torrent thunders and falls, 
leads to a higher region of forest^ 
The path is very beautiful, and shortly 
opens a view of the inn on a distant 
knoll deep in the woods. The stream 
is crossed for the last time near the 
chalets of Stdssi, and mounting among 
the pines, by the chalets of WaMi- 
balm, the path reaches the comfortable 
hotel 

rZum Schweizerischen Alpen Clvb, with 
a beautiful view down the valley. 
This is a convenient starting-point 
for the Clariden Grat, and other high 
passes and ascents. It is much used 
by the Swiss as 2l pension. There are 
walks and seats in the wood, and a 
path in 1 hr. to the Hiifi glacier, 
remarkable for the .purity of its ice 
and the grandeur of its ice-fall 
(not seen from the path). The 
scenery is magnificently alpine, and 
there are many watermlls. A hut 
has been built near the Hufi Gla- 
cier, 2| hrs. above the Hotel, by 
the Swiss Alpine Club, but moun- 
taineers of moderate activity will find 
the inn a sufficiently high starting- 
point. A good walker can reach 
Amsteg from the inn in 2i hrs. A 
longer way of returning is by the 
Golzem See, by path towards the .Hiifi 
glacier, and ascent 1. to the Gnof 
Alp, then along the ^taffel Alp, pass* 



ing high above the hotel. There is 
a rough way up the precipice belov 
Waldibalm. 

Among numerous expeditions to be 
made by mountaineers with guides 
from this inn arfe the following : — 

Ascents of the Scheerhom, l0,81^ 
ft., Oheralpstock, 10,925 ft., Dussistock, 
10,712 ft , Gross Huchen, 10,295 ft, 
Grosse Windgelle, 10,462 ft., undKleint 
Windgelle, 9846 ft. 

Bninni Pass to Disentis, crossing 
the Brunni glacier ; . 10 hrs. ; guide 
20 fr. From the pass the Ober Alp- 
stock can be climbed iji 2 hrs. 

Scheer Joch,^2Q^ ft., to Urnerboden 
On the Klausen Pass, crossing the 
ridge between the Scheerhom aad the 
Kammiistock 10,609 ft. 

Ruchen Joch, 8760 ft., to TJnter- 
schachen on the Klausen pass in 8 
hrs. It lies between the Gross and 
Klein Ruchen. Ascent at first on 
steep slopes above the Hiifi. gL De- 
scent on slaty debris, whence another 
name for the pass — Uttchen-Kehle, 
Shales of the Buchen. 

The Clariden Grat to the Baths of 
Stachelberg (Rte. 74). 

The Kreuzli Pass, from Amsteg to 
Disentis, in 10 or 11 hrs., is easy to 
the pedestrian, but not practicable for 
horses. It is a fine pass. About 1 hr. 
from Amsteg, and a little beyond Bris- 
ten, the path, crossing the K&stelen- 
bach, and then the stream from the 
EtzH Thai, below a cascade, mounts to 
that valley by a considerable ascent. 
The first bridge over its stream, above 
the fall, is not crossed, but the three 
following are. The scenery of the 
rugged forest is truly alpine. On 
the W. rises the Bristeustock, on the 
£. the Oberalpstock and Weitenalp- 
stock. Passing a narrow defile the 
traveller emerges into a wild barren 
valley, at the chalets of Etzliboden^ 
where the third bridge Is crossed 
(about 2 hrs. from Amsteg), the last 
trees are passed, and the path mounts 
continually for nearly 2 hrs. along the 
W. fiank of a . naked desolate moun- 
tain. It skirts on its way, in the bed 
of the stream, the remains of an im- 
mense avalanche which fell 1849 — a 
roaaa of rocks, probably half i^ mile 
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long. Beside it stands a cross. After 
a steep ascent, the traveller enters a 
small marshy hasin, where the valley 
changes its direction from S. to W. 
At this point the rte. to the Ereuzli 
turns to the 1., passing the stream by 
a bridge, and ascending the eastern 
mountains. The track is not here 
perceptible, but it soon reappears. 

[It is well worth while to follow 
the valley for about \ a mile above 
the basin just mentioned, instead of 
immediate^ leaving it for the pass. 
The river is pursu^ towards the W., 
till it is lost m a short defile beneath 
the snow with which the bed is 
choked. Gigantic blocks, heaped one 
above another, form one side of this 
cleft. The snow affords good walk- 
ing, and the defile eives admittance 
into a large hollow of the most savage 
character. It is utterly sterile, and 
a mere receptacle for fallen rocks and 
snow. The glaciers of the Piz Giuf 
and Jfutsch sweep down upon it; 
c^&ggy mountains of the bolaest ele- 
vation girdle it in; their splintered 
summits rise on all sides. To visit 
this spot would not increase the 
day's walk by much more than half 
an hour.] 

The track to the Ereuzli continues 
to ascend E. up an uneven slope, until 
it reaches the opening of a hign, short 
valley, by pursuing which the summit 
is to be gained. From this point there 
is an unexpected view of theoay of TJri. 
The last ascent is rough, the around 
being covered with loose blocks, 
alternating with patches of snow. 
The track only appears at intervals, 
generally upon the snow ; but the 
course of the little valley is in itself 
a ^ulde. The crest of the 'j^ass, 
marked by a pole, is reached m 5 
hrs. direct from Amstee, or 6^, allow- 
ing halts to ei^oy the view, and has an 
elevation of 7710 feet above the sea. 

The views from the Kreuzli are on 
both sides extremely savage, but par- 
ticularly those to the N.~of the 
WeiteTMlpstook, a neighbour and rival of 
the Oberalpstock, 

It is a rough descent into the Val 
Strm down a steep declivity, broken 
"7 jutting crags, oetween which is 



an occasional goat-track. Neither is 
the path down the valley — when its 
bed is attained, and the ice-cold river, 
just sprung from its glaciers, crossed — 
anything uke a good path. It requires 
two long and rather fatiguing hours 
from the summit to reach the village 
of Sedrun or Tavetsch in the valley 
of the Vordcr Bhein. The valley of 
Strim is uninhabited, and its naked- 
ness not relieved by a single tree, not 
even a stunted fir. (See Ste. 82.) 



ROUTE 84. 

DISEMTIS TO AIROLO, BY THE UOMO 

PASS. (11 hrs.) 

''As far as the hospice of Santa 
Maria, the way to this pass is the 
same as that to the Lukmanier (Rte. 
85). At Sta. Maria the barren little 
valley of Termine opens S.W. and 
leads to the Uomo Pass. The path 
mounts the rt. bank of the stream 
which waters this valley. There is 
no difiiculty, but the ascent is rough, 
rapid and continuous. The summit 
of the pass (7257 ft.) is reached easily 
in an hour and a half from Santa 
Maria. The ground is flat and boggy, 
and not adapted for a path : it is ac- 
cordingly traced along a gentle slope 
in the & e^ of the marsh, where 
there are one or two rude chalets. 

" The descent is scarcely begun before 
a commanding view of the Imot of the 
St. Gothard Alps opens out in front. 
The track lies down the pastures, 
or alp of Piora, which produce a 
cheese of considerable repute in the 
canton. The declivity is at first 
rapid, but soon reaches a little plain 
and Lake of Cadagno^ and then the 
Lake of Sitomj one of the largest high 
Alpine tarns, 6000 ft. Here a large 
new Inn, (H6tel Piora) has been 
opened. 

**The descent from the lake is 
abrupt and long, the river forming in 
quick succession three very fine falls. 

''After passing the third fall, the path 
is fairly out of the Val Piora, and on 
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the flanks of the Yal Leyentina, having 
been throughout, during the descent 
on the rt. bank of the stream, which 
it now abandons. The rest of the 
way is very interesting. The Val 
Leventina and the St Gothard road 
lie far below the traveller, whose 
course is high on the slopes of the 
mountain to the village of Madrano. 
Here the Val Canaria breaks the side 
of the chain: the path descends, 
crosses the stream of that valley, 
and falls into the St. Gothard road 
a little below AiroW 



ROUTE 85. 

PASS OP THE LUKMANIER — ^DISENTIS 
TO OLIVONE IN THE VAL BLEGNO. 



Olivone 
Biasca . 



. 24 
. 14 



A diligence daily in summer. 

A carriage-road has been made 
over this pass, passing through 12 
tunnels before reaching Curaglia. In 
the execution of these works rich de- 
posits of crystals have been found. 
Though known to the Romans, and 
frequented in the middle ages, the 
old pass has been little used in 
modem times, particularly since the 
completion of the road over the Ber- 
narmno. Lately it has acquired 
notoriety from the facilities it offers for 
the construction of a rly. through the 
Alps. A succession of comjjaratively 
level valleys lead on either side to the 
summit, which could be pierced by 
a tunnel of 15 m., to enter the moun- 
tain at Ferdatsch and emerge at 
Campo in Yal Blegno. The question 
of the superior advantages of this 
line or of one over the St Gothard 
had been debated for man^ years, 
before, in 1869, it was decided m favour 
of the latter, when Switzerland, Italy 
and Germany entered into an agree- 
ment to construct the line over the 
St. Gothard. 

The Medelser Thai, up which this 
route lies as far as Sta. Maria, runs 
in a direction nearly S. from Dis- 
sentis, ai^d is travei^sed through its 



whole length by the Mittel Bheiiu 
The entrance is a rocky wooded 
gorge, called Conflons, because the 
Vorder and Mittel Rhein unite below 
it. An ancient track, no longer pass- 
able, and the new carriage-road pass 
through this defile, in which the 
Rhine forms two cascades. 

The scenery of this portion of the 
road rivals that of the Via Mala. 

Curaglia is a village on the rt. bank 
of the M. Rhein, placed just above the 
influx of the torrent from the Me- 
delser glacier, a very extensive ice- 
field spread around the peaks of the 
Fiz Medel and Piz Cristallina, and best 
reached from the hamlet of Fuorns. 
A little further the river is crossed to 

Flatta (new Inn), the principal place 
in the valley. In 1 hr. more, passing 
the hamlet St Bocco, a spot is reached 
whence looking back, the view of the 
Todi is superb. The traveller then 
passes Fuorns and Ada to Ferdatsch 
at the opening of the savage Val 
Cristallina, which runs in a S.£. di- 
rection, and sends forth one branch 
of the Mittel Rhein. It is celebrated 
for its rock-crystals, of which the 
shrine of San Carlo Borromeo, in the 
Duomo of Milan, is made. [It divides 
into two branches, V, Casaccia run- 
ning S., V, Ufiem (Rom. for Inferno) 
E., and by the latter is a pass of 
7887 ft. to Olivone. The highest 
peaks of the Medelser Gebirge are all 
easy of access to climbers with g^des 
and rope.] Below Ferdatsch the 
Mittel Rhein plunges, in a faU of 
100 ft., into a deep gulf. The ascent 
now becomes more rapid, and the 
scenery wilder and finer. The little 
hospices of St. Gion and ^S^^. Gall^ each 
with its warning bell, are passed, and 
in about 5 hrs. from Disentis, Sta. 
Maria is reached. Here four streams 
unite to form the Mittel Rhein, the 
principal affluent flowing from the W., 
by the Yal Cadlimo, from a smaU 
lake at the foot of the Monte Scoro. 

Sta, Maria, at a height of 5925 ft, 
is a hospice kept up for the benefit of 
travellers, and, though very wretched 
in appearance, it provides tolerable 
fM5Commodjiti<^ ^fx^j^j^^nd horse. 
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S. W. of it is the Val Termine leading 
to the Uomo Pass (Rte. 84); and E. 
the Scopiy which may be ascended in 
5 hrs. In a southerly direction a 
walk of half an hour brings the tra- 
veller to the pass of the 

Lukmanicr (in Latin, Mons LucU" 
monius; in Romansch, Lukmajn, or 
Culm Sta, Maria), 6289 ft. above the 
sea, the lowest passage through the 
main chain between the Mt. Gen^vre 
and Maloja, by which, it is said, 
Pepin with hi» army passed a.d. 754, 
on his invasion of Italy. Poles mark 
the direction of the road across the 
col, and a cross on the summit the 
boundary of the Orisons and Canton 
Tessin. Hence the road to Olivone 
and the Val Blegno descends Val 
Casaccia to the hospice of 

Casaccia; and, a few miles lower, to 
that of 

CamperiOf both founded, it is said, 
by San Carlo Borromeo, for the re- 
ception of travellers. 

The first glimpse of the tower and 
plain of 

Olivone, 2927 ft. (H. Olivone, fair), 
the highest village in Val Blegno, from 
the wooded steeps of the Jjukmanier, 
is very striking, the descent to it beau- 
tiful, and the village itself one of the 
most charming spots in the Alps. 
Olivone is a gooa starting-point for 
excursions in the Rheinwald and 
Medelser groups. 

5 Besides the Lukmanier, the Disrut 
Greina Passes lead N. to the Vor- 
derrheinthal, and the Scaradra Pass 
W. to the extreme head of the Lugnetz 
Thai. The Rheihwaldhom (see Rte. 
91) is accessible through Val Caras- 
sina.l 

The Val Blegno TGerm. Polenzer 
Thai) is traversed Dy the Brenno, 
which enters it from a narrow cleft 
in the mountain. All the valley is 
very beautiful, 

From Olivone to Biasca, a distance 
of 14 m. 

Many of the* chocolate-sellers and 
chestnut-roasters, who swarm in the 
streets of the cities, of Italy, come 
from Val Blegno. 

At Acqua Possa (1758 ft.) is a large 
^thing Establishment and Hotel, a 



centre for beautiful walks and excur- 
sions. The resident physician has 
written an interesting guide to the 
locality. 

Atifa/wi5f«a(H.derEtoile), 10m., 
a glen opens on the.rt. leading to 
the heart of the Rheinwald sroup. 
Giacier passes can be effectea from 
it to the source of the Rhine and San 
Bernardino. 

Biasca Stat (Rte. 34), on the St. 
Gothard railroad, 3 hrs.' drive from 
Olivone (4 the other way). 



ROUTE 86. 

A. ILANZ TO OLIVONE BT THE DISRDT 
PASS. B. TBONS TO OLlVOME BY THE 
OREIKA PASS. 

Car-road to Vrin. ^ This route (12 
hrs.) leads S. from'llanz high up 
alone the flank of the Piz MundauUf 
on the W. side of the Lugnetz Thai, 
a beautiful valley, contracted at its 
opening into a mere defile. In about 
1 hr., or half-way to CombelSf the tra- 
veller passes the Fraaenthor, an ancient 
; which was successfully de- 



tended by the women of the valley 
against the Count de Montfort, when 
the men were fighting on the heiehts 
above it. To commemorate Uieir 
prowess the women have the privilege 
of sitting on the rt. side of the church. 
On the opposite side of the valley are 
the Rieiner Tobel, Piz Fez and Piz 
Biein. [Beyond the forest, about ^ m . 
short ot Combels, a road diverges 1. 
downhill to Peiden (humble Inn), 
Below this village, at the mouth of 
a wild gorge, is the Badhaus of Pei' 
den. Its mineral spring was injured 
by a flood in 1868, but has been re- 
opened.] About 2 m. above Combels 
the valley divides; the S. branch, or 
St. Peters Thai, leading to the pass 
of the Valserberg (Rte. 89). 

The rte. to the Disrut, after leav- 
ing Combels, passes Villa, chief place 
in the Lugnetz Thai, with a fair Inn 
and curious old houses, and runs over 
an elevated and extensive tract of 
open fields, to Xtim6rei»(/nn), where the 
scenery is beautiful, with Piz Begina 1. 
The path then reftch^s ^ point, where 
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the Lugnetz Thai loses its name, 
and is continued on the rt. by the 
deep gorge of Val Gavel, on the L by 
the Vrin Thai. Beyond this ravine 
is the village of Vrin (5 hrs. from 
B^nz). 4789 ft (Jrm: Casanova's.) 
Good guides. 

[Here the Vol Vanescha opens S., 
offering to good walkers a prefer- 
able route to Olivone by the Vanescha 
Alp and Luzzone Pass, 8} hrs. The 
ascent of Piz Terri (10,338 ft.), first 
climbed by Placidus k Spescha, offers 
a sharp scramble and a nne view.] 

On leaving Vrin the path keeps the 
left bank and crosses the river, which 
it recrosses almost directly to the rt.» 
the valley branching again. The last 
hamlet is Buzatsch (1^ fir. from Vrin), 
from which there is an ascent of 
nearly 2 hrS. For the first hour there 
is a track; the rest of the way may be 
called pathless, and in unsettled wea- 
ther vfdll not easily be found without 
a guide. The final climb is up a 
shallow gully partly filled with snow, 
partly with loose d^ris. The head 
of this gully is the 

Disrut (or Diesrut) Pass, 7953 ft., 
8i hrs. from Banz. The view of 
rugged mountains is striking. 

The descent on the other side is to 
the plain of the Vai Oreina, the head 
of the V. Somvix, and the traveller 
must be cautious not to bear away to 
the rt, or he will return to the Bnine 
valley. His course is about S.W. to 
the Greina Pass. The descent from 
the Disrut is steep and rough, bat 
after a short i hr. of scrambling and 
slipping down a crumbling declivity 
and a bed of snow, the highest part of 
the plain is reached. To the W. the 
g^eat GaUinario glacier is seen. 

B. Trons to Olivone by the Oreina Pass. 

At Surrhein, 1* hr.'s walk from 
Trons, the Somvixtnal opens 1. It is a 
wild and picturesque glen. 1 hr. from 
Surrhein, in an opening, stands Ten- 
niger Bsid, interesting as a specimen 
of a primitive Swiss bathhouse. The 
baths are wooden troughis fitted side 
by side, so that alternate patients lie 
the same way. A steep ascent leads 



to the Rhun Alp, f hr., where tiiere 
is a Swiss Alpine Club hut, for excur- 
sions in the Medelser Gebirge ; key at 
Tenniger Bad. 

[Hence the Lavazjocft, an interest- 
ing pass skirting the N. side of the 
Medelser Gebirge, and affording ex- 
cellent views of their glaciers, leads in 
4i hrs. to the Medelser Thai.] 

The path to the Greina ascends 
steeply under Piz Vioz to the long 
level plain which here forms the sum- 
mit or the Alps. 

The ascent to the ridge of the 
Greina (7743 ft) is all but nominaL 
The descent on the other side into 
the Val Camadra, the highest part 
of the Val Blegno, is rough. Afrer 
crossing a wet stony flat, 'it is re- 
quisite to ascend the rierht of the 
two spurs into which vie broken 
ridge is split, and then to make a very 
steep descent amon? stones' and blocks 
into the valley, which is gained in 
about half an hoar after leaving^ the 
summit The head of the Val Ca- 
madra is partially occupied by a bed 
of snow, and overhung on the W, by 
the Camadra glacier, a portion of the 
field of ic9 to which the Medelser 
glacier belongs. Over this lies a pass 
to the Medelser Thai. 

Vol Zuzzon, which opens fh>m the 
E., leads to the Scaradra Pass (see 
Bte. 89). 

The descent to Olvoone will occupy 
frdly 3 hrs. It is advisable to reach 
Olivone by- daylight as there' is a 
ravine below Ghirone, where the 
path skirts the edge of unguarded 
precipices. 



EOUTE 87. 

OOIKE TO CHIAVBIWf A— THE VU XALA 
—PASS OF THE SPLlfGEN. 

Ooire. Eiig;]ii« 

Belchenaa s 

Thusis. ••.... 11 

Andeer 8 

Splfigen ...... 8^ 

Gunpodoldno. .... 16i 

Chiftvenna. • « • . • ;^f| 

2-hor80 fifia^t^vShusis, 30 fr. ; to 



Switzerland, 
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SpliigeH, 65 ; to Chiavenna, 135 | to 
Colico, 160i 

In posting) an extra hor$e must be 
taken from Thuais or Chiavennd to 
tlie summit* 

DUxgence% twice daily in summer 
from Ooire to Lake of Uomo and (rail 
to) Milan, reaching Spliigen in 1\ hrs., 
Ohiavenna in 12^. Rail thence to 
Colico. About 7 hrs/ posting from 
Coire to Spliigen, about 4J hrs. from 
Spliigen to Coire. The bpst hotels 
on the pass are at Thusis (first-rate) 
and Spliigen. 

Steawierg run from Colico to Como 
and Lebco, and this part of the 
journey is most pleasantly made by 

From Coire (1960 ft.) (Rte. 81) to 
Ems, a Rom. Cath. and Romansch 
village of 1400 Inhab., there is not 
much deserving notice. On the rt. 
is the Calanda range ; and on the same 
side the viUage of Fehberg^ partly 
buried by a slip from threatening 
rocks above it. 

The roadris nearly level, and crosses 
the Hinter Rhein by an iron bridge 
close to its junction with the Vorder 
Rhein, at the entrance of 

6 m. Seichenau (1940 ft.) (Inn: Adler, 
once a convent, adjoining M. Planta*s 
garden), a group of houses at the 
junction of the twdRhines, which run 
full tilt against each other. 

The Chdteau, a seat of the Flantas, 
was at the end of the last cent, con- 
verted into a school by the burgo- 
master Tschamer. In 1793 a young 
man calling himself Chabot arrived 
here oh foot, with a stick in his hand 
and a bundle on his back. He pre- 
sented' a letter of introduction to M. 
Jost, the head master, in consequence 
of which he was appointed usher ; and 
for 8 months gave lessons in French, 
mathematics, and history. This for- 
lorn stranger was no other than Louis 
Philippe, then Due de Chartres, who 
had been forced, by the march of the 
French, to quit Bremgarten, and seek 
concealment here in the performance 



of the humble duties of a school- 
master* His secret was known only 
to M. Jost His cheerful room is 
still shown. The bouse contains 
pictures by Winterhalter, and other 
memoriab of the Orleans Family. 
[Rt. Kunkeis Pass to Ragatz (Rte. 
66, c).] Fine specimens of the Golden 
Eagle (Steinadler) in the inn, 2 birds 
which fell fighting on the top of a 
diligence, and were killed by the 
gns^ 

At Reichenau the road to IHsentis 
is carried first over the Vorder Rhein 
above the pointof junction by acovered 
wooden bridge of one fine arch. The 
more abundant waters of the Hinter 
Rhein, stained by the Nolla torrent 
at Thusis, are nearly black ; while 
those of the Vorder Rhein, bearing 
the silt of glaciers, are grey. 

The junction is best seen from 
M. Planta's garden. 

Our road now leaves the valley of 
the Vorder Rhein (Rte. 82) on the 1., 
and follows the Hinter Rhein. 

After an ascent from Reichenau, the 
road of the Spliigen runs over an open 
country, with view back on the Flim- 
serstein, Ringelspitz and Calanda, by 
BoKiaduz (Jnn: Post) and RhStzvns^ 
where L, on the rocky bank of the 
Hinter Rhein, rises the Castle of 
BhazUns (Rsetia ima), and near it the 
little Ch» of St, George^ interesting for 
its mediaeval frescoes. The section on 
the Rhine valley, next traversed by 
the road," 7 m. in length, extending to 
Thusis, is called the valley of Dom^ 
Uschg (V^s Tomiliasca), bounded W. 
by the pastures of the Jlemzenberg, a 
range green and smiling on this side, 
but precipitous and savage towards 
the Savien Thai. To the E. is the 
StStzerhofrn, 

This part of the Rheinthal is par^ 
ticularly remarkable for the number 
of castles (21) on either side of the 
river, mostly in ruins*. They con- 
tribute not a little to the charms of 
the landscape, and serve at the same 
time as monuments of a revolution 
by which the power of a feudal aris- 
tocracy was broken, and their strong- 
holds burnt by the peasants whom 
they had long oppr^fi^^juu^ic 
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. Another peculiarity ot this district 
is the intermixture of language and 
religion. There are scarcely two 
adjoining parishes, or even hamlets, 
speaking the same tongue and pro-' 
fessing the same faith» Thus at Coire 
German is the language, and Protest- 
ant the religion of the majority; at 
Ems, the first village on the road, 
Komansch (Rte. 81) is spoken. Ta- 
mins and Beichenau are Rom. Cath. 
and German; Bonaduz, divided from 
them by the Rhine, is Rom. Cath., 
and speaks Romansch. Rhazuns and 
Katzis are two Roman Catholic vil- 
lages; but in the first the language 
is German, in the second Romansdi. 
The inhabitants of the Heinzenberg 
and Thusis are Protestant and Ger- 
man ; of Zillis, and throughout the 
yalley of Schams, Protestant and 
Romansch. Splugen and Hinterrhein 
form the boundary at once of the 
Romansch language and Protestant 
religion. 

At the entrance of the Domleschg, 
on the opposite side of the river, are 
the chalybeate baths of Bothenbrunn^ 
and, crowning a cliff, the ancient castle 
of the Counts of Travers— Ortenstein, 
one of the finest in the valley: it has 
been restored, and now b^ongs to 
the Juvalta family. Near Katzis a 
beautiful view opens out S.E. up 
the Schyn pass uirough which the 
Albula descends to join the Rhine. 
The Rhine valley here shows the 
ravages produced by the torrent Nolla, 
which, rising on Piz Beverin, W. of 
our route, ioms the Rhine at Thusis, 
nearly at right angles. It at all times 
pollutes the river, and is subject to 
very sudden swells after rain, when it 
rushes down, tearing up rocks and 
carrying along with it a vast quantity 
of black mud and gravel. Its unruly 
waters are now restrained by dykes 
constructed along the banks of the 
Rhine. 

16 m. Thusia (2450 ft) {Tnns: H. 
and Pens. Via Mala, with garden, com- 
fortable, facing the Via Mala, a pleas- 
ant resting-place ; Post ; Rhsetia), a 
village of 1000 Inhab., finely situated 



on a terrace at the mouth of the Via 
Mala, and opening of the Schyn pas& 

Dr. Buol, a sood homoeopathic phy- 
sician, resides here* 

Thusis was almost entirely de^ 
stroyed by fire in 1845. There are 
delightful toalks to the ruins of Moha 
Rhatien^ on the height above the en* 
trance of the Via Mala ; to the casdei 
of Oher Tagstein and Nieder Tagstein, 
on the 1. bank of the Rhine; the gorge 
of the Nolla; the old mtUe'road of the 
Splugen, to Rongella (up the open- 
ing rt. of Via Mala), returning by Via 
Mala. 

Longer excursions can be made to 
the Stdtzerhom (Rte. 92), a splendid 
point of view E. of the Coire road ; 
by Sils and the ruins of Campi to the 
Schyn Gorge^ as far as SoUsbriicke 
(Rte. 93). DUigenoe daily to Tiefen- 
kasten, to Platz, in the Savien Thd, 
by the Stege pass under Piz Beverin, 
5 hrs., to the top of Piz Beverin^ 
9842 ft. 

Just beyond Thusis the muddy 
Nolla, flowing from the Piz Beverin, 
through a waste of debris, is crossed 
by a handsome bridge. Here is the 
liosenbiihl (a brewery, with rock 
cellars), a good point of view. 

The valley seems closed by moun- 
tains, so narrow is the opening of the 
chasm which gives a pass^ra to the 
river and the road. The E. side of 
this portal was guarded by the now 
ruinous castle of ffohen Mhaiien, or 
Hock Realt (Rsetia Alta), standing in 
the fork between the Albula and the 
Rhine, and from its lofty platform, 
400 ft. high, looking down upon both 
valleys. It is accessible by a path 
from the village of Sils, but is almost 
encircled by the sheer precipice which 
falls to the Rhine. These mouldering 
ruins traditionally owe their orig^ to 
Rhsetus, chief of the Etruscans, who, it 
is related, driven out of Italy by the 
Gauls, here established his stronghold 
B.C. 287, and transplanted into the Alps 
the people and language of Struria. 
The roofless chapd of SL Johann, 
standing beside the ruins of the castle, 
is stated to have been the earliest, and 
for a long time the only Christian temple 
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in the valley, where heathenism pre- 
vailed to a comparatively late period. 
The group of ruins consists of this 
chapel and 3 old towers (with herring- 
bone work), } hr. from Thusis. The 
path ^oes up further, to an alp above 
the via Mala cliffs, a beautiful spot, 
with view of Piz Beverin, and of the 
Kingelspitz and Calanda, down the 
Domleschg valley. 

The Via Mala, extending 3i 
miles, is one of the most celebrated 
defiles in Switzerland. The precipices 
rise in some places 1600 ft., and for 
a short distance are scarcely more 
than 10 yards apart. Its ascent be- 
gins ^ m. beyond Thusis, and to see 
the defile well a traveller should 
quit his carriage and walk to the 2nd 
bridge. 

At the mouth of the defile, the 
clifiPs afforded in their natural state 
not an inch of space along which a goat 
could clamber; and, in ancient times, 
this part of the chasm was deemed 
inaccessible. The peasants gave it the 
name of the Lost Gulf (Trou perdu, 
Verlorenes Loch); and, when they 
wanted to go from Thusis to the 
higher valley of Schams, they ascend- 
ed the vale of the Nolla for some 
distance, passed over the shoulder of 
Piz Beverin, and descended at Zillis. 
A second road, formed in 1470,crossed 
the mountains as before, but dipped 
down, from the chalets of Kongeila, 
into the depths of the Via Mala, near 
the first bridge. This inconvenient 
path, after being used for more than 
300 years, was superseded by the pre- 
sent magnificent highway constructed 
in 1822 by the engineer PocobeUi. 
Avoiding the detour, he at once 
plunged into the defile, and pierced 
the buttress by the gallery or tunnel 
of the 

Verlorenes Loch, 216 ft. long. The 
view from it, looking back through 
the vista of black rock, and the fringe 
of firs, upon the ruined tower of Healt 
and the sun-lit valley of Domleschg, 
is singularly beautifuL The grooves 
of the boring-rod indicate the la- 
bour of constructing this part of the 
road. It was literally forcing a pas- 

[Switz.^ 



sage through the bowels of the earth ; 
and the whole width of the carriage- 
way has been gained by blasting a 
notch, as it were, in the side of the 
mountain. For more than 1000 ft 
the road is carried along beneath a 
canopy, thus artificially hollowed out. 
It is protected by a parapet, below 
which, at a very considerable depth, 
the contracted Khine frets the foot of 
the precipice. A little higher up, the 

forge widens into a small circular 
asin, in the midst of which stands 
the Post Office of Bongella ; but it 
soon closes again, and the pass attains 
the height of its grandeur beyond the 
first of the 3 bridges, by means of 
which the road is conveyed from side 
to side. 

The Middle Bridge, a most striking 
object, from its graceful proportions, 
is approached by a second gallery, 
protected by a wooden roof to ward 
off falling stones. Here, the precipices 
on one side actually overhang those on 
the other, the direction of the chasm 
being oblique : towards the N. there 
appears no outlet. The Rhine, re- 
duced to a thread of water, is barely 
visible, foaming in the depths below. 
In one place it is entirely lost to view 
—jammed in, as it were, between the 
rocks, here so slightly 'separated, that 
small blocks and trunks of fir-trees, 
falling from above, have been caueht 
in the chink, and remain suspended 
above the water. The ordinary height 
of the bridge above' the river is 250 ft. ; 
and the water, as mentioned above, is 
in one place invisible at ordinary times, 
yet during the inundation of 1834 it 
rose to within a few feet of the bridge. 

For a short way further, "the road is 
little more than a sh^lf hewn out of the 
precipice, but the defile rapidly widens, 
and at the 3rd, or upper bridge, a fine 
structure — replacing one . swept off 
in 1834 — it emerges into the open 
valley of Schams (Sexamniensis, from 
6 brooks, which fall into the Bhine 
from its sides). Its green meadows 
have a pleasing effect when contrasted 
with the gloomy scene behind, but 
suffered much from the inundation of 
1834, which converted the valley into 
a lake, destroyed a great part of the 
9 
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road, and rendered a new line neces- 
sary. The inhabitants are Protestant 
and speak Romansch. 

The valley is bordered by high 
terraces, which have been cut by 
water, and show that the valley was 
once filled by a lake whose waters 
were dammed by a barrier of rocks 
until the passage of the Via Mala 
was worn, and the lake was thereby 
drained off. 

Zillis {Inn: Kreuz), with old and 
curious fresco paintings in the ch. 
BeyoDd it, on the rt., are villages on 
the mountain slopes, along which ran 
the Boman road, and above them Piz 
Beverin, About 1 m. short of Andeer 
an inscription on abridge {Inn : Ochs) 
commemorates the completion of the 
great highways over the Splugen 
and Bernardino : — " Jam via patet 
hostibus et amicis. Cavete, Bhceti I 
Simplicitas morum et JJnio servabunt 
avitam Ubertatem" Bt. is a tempting 
view of the glen of the Fundogn, of 
the Grau/iorn, and other peaks of 
dolomite, between Andeer and the 
head of the Savien Thai. On the 
same side, perched on a hill, is the 
picturesque tower of Castellatsch, The 
Surrettahom teTminB.tes the vista of the 
Schams valley S.W. Looking back, 
the Stdtzerhom is seen beyond the 
Via Mala. 

23im.Andeer-^Inn: (3200 ft.) H. 
Fravi ; good. The source of the mineral 
spring at Pigneu, which supplies the 
Baths here, was destroyed by a flood 
in 1869. This is the chief village in 
Schams, and has 580 Inhab., who, 
like their neighbours, are Protestants, 
and speak Bomansch. Over the doors 
of many of the cottages are quaint 
verses and mottoes in that language. 

[The ascent of Piz Beverin, 9843 ft., 
is made from Andeer in about 6 hrs. 
It is not difficult, and the view is mag- 
nificent. The ascent begins at Zillis. 
Guide from Andeer 5 fr.; horse, 9 fr.; 
chaise-k-porteurs, 6^ fr. a man.] 

The ruined castles visible in the 
valley of Schams have an historical 
interest, from being monuments of 
the da-svu of Grison liberty. In the 
middle of the fifteenth century they 



served as the residences of bailiffs, 
zwingherrn, or landvogts, depen- 
dants of the Counts of Vatz or of 
the Bishop of Coire, whose exac- 
tions at last roused the peasants to 
arms, and the castles were stormed 
and burnt 1451. One of the first that 
fell was Bdrenburg, which is passed 
on the 1. after quitting Andeer. 

About 2 m. above Andeer, on an 
ascent, where the mountains are again 
closing on the traveller, is the open- 
ing of the Averser Thai (Bte. 88), i 
convenient route for pedestrians pro- 
ceeding to the Engadine, who wish to 
take the Via Mala on their way. 

Passing the mouth of this vallev, 
the road mounts by zigzags into the 
gorge of the Boffla, which closes the 
S. end of the oval vale of Schams, 
as the Via Mala does the K. The 
Bhine here descends in the cataract 
of the Boffla. It does not rank as a 
first-rate waterfall, but the scenery is 
picturesque— tiie valley being thickl; 
wooded. 

In about 3 m. the gorge terminates 
in a narrow passage and archway of 
rock, which once apparently dammed 
in the waters of the Bheinwald Thai, 
as the scoopings of a torrent are 
beautifully seen 30 ft. overhead. Here 
opens a pastoral vale, extending to 
the sources of the Hinter-Ehein. Bt. 
is the village of Sufers. Some 3 m. 
more, through pine-forest, brings the 
traveller to 

32 J m. SplUgen — ItaL Spluga^ Bom. 
Speleuga {Inn: Bodenhaus, very good: 
pension 8 fr., with wine). This little 
village, but chief place of the Bhein- 
wald, is situated at the point of 
separation of the two Alpine passes 
of the Spliigen and Bernardino, at a 
height of 4757 ft above the sea. I: 
suffered severely from the flood of 
1834, which swept away more than i 
dozen houses. The covered bridge 
over the Bhine escaped, but has sinct 
been replaced hy an iron girder bridge. 

Spliigen anciently belonged to m 
lords of Sax, on the S. slope of the 
Bernardino, but it afterwards jomtd 
the Grey League. 

Above the village,in the bed of the 
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stream from the Lochliberg, is an 
ancient hermitage, and in the ch.-yd. 
are curious monuments to the Geor- 
giis. The prominent mountains are 
the GuggemuU and Einsliom^ 9649 ft., 
]. of the valley, and over Spliigen the 
dolomite Kalkherg, Behind the Gug- 
gernull is the Tambohom, 10,748 ft., 
but it is not seen from the village. 

Walk-^ hr. E. of the ch. to the 
castle ruins ; then through forest to 
Sufers by the old SplUgen mule-path, 
supposed to have been a Homan road. 

\^Excurs%ons — a. To 3 lakes, full of 
trout, under the Surettahorner. Turn 
up 1. just beyond the Bhine bridge. 
2 nrs. up S.E., glorious view. 6. Ascent 
of Gttggemiill, with view of Tambo- 
hom. c. Ascent of Tambohorriy 4J hrs. 
up. The rocks at the top are steep 
and require care. Guide 14 fr. d. 
Ascent oiSurettahom, 9971 ft.' 

Diligence twice daily to Chiavenna 
in 5 hrs. 

Zochliberg Pass, down the Savien 
Thai to Coire (Rte. 90; Valserberg 
Pass, down St, Peters Thai to Ilanz 



(Rte. 89).] 

~pfiigen prop 
the pass of the Spliigen. It is very 



At Spliigen properly commences 



ancient, having been known to the 
Romans; but until modem improve- 
ments it was one of the most diffi- 
cult, and sometimes dangerous, of the 
frequented passes. The road was com- 
pleted by the Austrian Government 
in 1823, to compete with the newer 
Swiss road over the Bernardino, which 
diverges at Spliigen. The engineer 
was the Chevalier Donegani. The 
time walking is given as far as the 
Madesimo falL 

The Spliigen road crosses the Bhine, 
and ascenmng some zigzags enters 
through a short tunnel (25 min.) the 
valley of the Oberhausen-bach, a 
small torrent which joins the Bbone 
at Spliigen. This it follows by a gentle 
ascent, and an entirely new line, the 
old one having been demolished by 
the tempest of 1834, when road and 
bridges were carried away, and piles 
of broken rocks spread over it. In 
50 min. from the tunnel, one on foot 
will reach the main series of zigzags 



leading up the final steep. An 
osferia stands near the top, and at 
one point the peak of the Tambolwm 
is seen rt. Above the zigzags is a 
covered gallery of 369 paces (25 min,), 
and beyond it (10 min.) the 

6f m. Summit of the Pass, 6945 ft, 
above the sea, between the Tambohorn 
and Surettahom. Along this narrow 
ridge, which is 4| m. (1 J hr.'s walk) 
from Spliigen, and more than 2000 ft. 
above it, runs the boundary line of 
Switzerland and Italy. Inmiediately 
after surmounting it the road begins 
to descend, passing the first canton- 
niera, or house of refuge ; and, lower 
down, a series of tourniquets to the 
Osteria Mte. Spliigen and 

Italian Custom-house (25 min.)— a 
melancholy group of buildings where 
luggage is searched. The custom- 
house stands at one end of an oval 
basin, surrounded by mountain peaks, 
a scene of extreme desolation; not a 
shrub of any kind grows, and the snow 
often reaches the windows of the first 
story of the houses. To the N. E. is 
the Surettahom, At the further end 
of this basin, where the road crosses 
the stream, the old bridle-path de- 
scended to the rt. direct to Isola, 
through the defile of the Cardenello^ a 
very perilous valley, from its constant 
exposure to avalanches. 

The French army of Marshal Mac- 
donald, who crossed the Spliigen be- 
tween the 27th November and 4th 
December, 1800, long before the new 
road was be^un, in the face of snow 
and storm, lost nearly 100 men, and 
as many horses, chiefiy in the passage 
of the Cardenello. Bfis columns were 
literally cut through by the falling 
avalanches, and man and beast swept 
away to certain destruction. The 
carnage-road avoids this gorge alto- 
gether, proceeding at a high level 
along the mountain side. From the 
Cantonni^ra della Stuetta (35 min.) 
there is a grand view to the rt. — the 
finest on the pass— of the glacier of 
Curciusa, and the peaks Pizza Terre, 
Cima di Balnisio, and others, towering 
to the sky beyond the deep valley, 
20 min., a gallery)i^f,JS#vEftc^gJ?tJi 
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zigzag descent to Cantonni^ra di Teg- 
giate (10 min.) Two galleries follow, 
of 221 and 567 paces. 

These galleries, the longest on any 
Alpine road, are constructed of the 
most solid masonry, arched, with 
roofs sloping outwards, to turn aside 
the snow, supported on pillars, and 
lighted by low windows lilte the em- 
brasures of a battery. They protect 
this portion of the road from ava- 
lanches. From the entrance of the 
second gallery there is a most striking 
view down upon the roofs of Isola, 
and the long line of zigzags, which 
led to that village, abandoned since 
1838. At Pianazzo this old road is 
left for the new one, which is shorter 
by 3 m., and was rendered necessary 
by the injury done by the storm of 
1834, and also by the danger to which 
the route between Isola ana the cascade 
of the Madesimo was exposed from 
avalanches, which fall regularly into 
the glen of the Liro, below Pianazzo, 
In 1835, 5 peasants and 8 horses were 
overwhelmed by the snow in this glen 
as they were returning from conduct- 
ing the diligence on a sledge over the 
mountain. 

There is a fair Inn at Isola. 

Pianazzo stands at the same height 
above the sea as the bridge over the 
Khine at Spliigen. The road, after 
passing through it, crosses the little 
stream of the Madesimo^ within a 
few yards of the verge of the precipice, 
over which it throws itself in a beau- 
tiful fall, 800 ft. high. The view, 
looking down the faU from a little 
terrace (which everyone should visit) 
is very fine. [From near the bridge, 
a track ascends the stream to the 
Passo di MadesimOy a mule-pass to 
Canicul in the Averser Thai. From 
Pianazzo the walk back to Spliigen 
is SJ hrs., 2 hrs. to the col.J The 
road now passes through a tunnel and 
covered gallery, and then descends to 
the bottom of the valley by numerous 
zigzags. From the comers fine 
glimpses of the fall are obtained. 

17 m. Campo DoJcino (3550 ft.), which. 



in spite of its sweet -sounding Italian 
name, is but a poor village (Post, 
excellent), on a small grassy plain, 
on the borders of the Liro. 

A further improvement has been 
made in the contmuation of the road, 
which, on quitting the plain, threads 
the gorge of San Giacomo ; an inscrip- 
tion commemorates its completion bv 
Carlo Donegani, in the reign of the 
Emperor Francis II. The vale of 
the Liro presents a desolate aspect, 
from the fallen rocks, which fill the 
lower part of it. They are composec 
of a species of white gneiss, exceed- 
ingly brittle, and which, after exposun 
to the weather, assumes a red colour. 
It must have been a difficult task ti 
carry a road through such a wilder- 
ness ; and it is accordingly in manr 
places narrow, the turnings sharp. 
and the terraces too short. The 
desolation of the scene would be 
greater were it not for the chestnut- 
trees. The tall white campanile of 
the church of Madonna di Gallivag- 
gio, with these woods and precipice^ 
forms an agreeable j)icture. Near it, 
at the village San Giacomo, the Liio 
is spanned by a new and bold bridjye. 

A mile or two farther, the valley 
opens and Chiavenna appears in view, 
a picturesque town, under an Italian 
sun. 



25 m. Chiavenna (1050 ft.) — Germ. 
Clefen^ Clavena of the ancients — (^Inn: 
H. Conradi, good), a town of 380<> 
Inhab., is charmingly situated below 
steep wooded mountains of singular 
beauty, at the junction of the valley 
of S. Giacomo with that of the Maira. 
called Val Bregaglia. It benefits froin 
its position at the junction of the 
Spliigen and Maloja roads, is cele- 
brated for its heer^ the best in N. Italv, 
and maintains several spinning-mills 
for silk and cotton. An ingenious 
manufacturer named Vanossi at one 
time wove here a fire-proof cloth of as- 
bestos,— a mineral which abounds in 
the neighbouring mountains. As in 
Sion and other towns, there are many 
remains of former wealth and splen- 
dour. Opposite the Conradi inn, at 
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the foot of a curiously coloured rock, 
is a large ruined Palazzo begun by 
the Orisons family De Salis, but never 
completed, in consequence of Chia- 
venna being annexed to Italy by 
Napoleon, 1797 : strangers are ad- 
mitted to enjoy the fine view from 
the castle-hill called II Paradiso. The 
castle was made a strong fortress by 
the Yisconti of Milan, and was de- 
molished by the men of Graubunden 
in 1622. The Ch, of S, Lorenzo has 
a tall campanile standing within a 
square enclosure, surrounded by a 
cloister. On one side are two bone- 
houses, filled with skulls arranged in 
patterns, and, adjoining them, in the 
octagonal Baptistery^ an ancient stone 
font, with rude bas-reliefs. Behind 
the church there is an avenue; a 
lane runs out of it southwards, from 
which a pleasant winding footpath 
leads up the hiU-side. Tne citizens 
keep their Yaltellina wine in grottoes, 
which form excellent cool ceflars and 
are called Ventorali. 

Chiavenna belonged to the Dukes 
of Milan down to the 16th century, 
when the Grisons became possessed 
of it, with the Yaltellina and Bormio. 
Napoleon added it to Italy, and the 
Congress of Vienna transferred it to 
Austria. In 1859 it became Italian. 

[About 3 m. up the Val Bregaglia, 
near Pleurs, memorable for the fate of 
its inhabitants, who were buried by 
the fall of a mountain (Rte. 98), is 
a pecuhar manufacture of a coarse 
ware for culinary purposes, made out 
of potstone (lapis ollaris). This stone 
is easily cut, or turned in a lathe, 
and endures heat. Pliny calls it lapis 
Comensis, from its being exported 
from the lake of Como. 

The description of the road up the 
beautiful Yal Bregaglia, and over the 
pass of the Maloja, is given in Kte. 98. 
V isitors to Chiavenna should drive a 
short wa^r to ^t an idea of the valley, 
which, with its dark purple rocks 
and chestnut woods, is finer than the 
descent from the Spliigen. Yery good 
hotels are now open at Promontogno 
and Sogho, in charming situations.] 

Near Gordona, S.W, of Chiavenna, 



is a waterfall worth notice* At the 
distance of -J hr. from the town on 
the Cohco road, the river on the rt. 
must be crossed. A walk of ^ hr. 
leads thence to the Fall. 

The diligences from Chiavenna to 
Coire, in 13^ hrs., pass at a very 
early or late hour. A voiturier to 
Coire charges 135 fr., sleeping the 
first night at Andeer. A bargain 
should be made that he should change 
horses at Campo Dolcino, and so go 
at a better pace and avoid waiting 2 
hrs. at that village. For the railway 
from Chiavenna to Colico and the 
Lake of Como, see Kte. 116, and for 
the road to St. Moritz, see Bte. 98. 



BOUTE 88. 

ANDEER TO GASACCIA, BY THE AVERSEfl 
THAL, FORCELLINA AND SEPTIMER 
PASSES. 

^ 11 hrs.' Steady walking: take pro- 
visions. A carriage-road is projected 
from Andeer to Bivio (Stalla) on the 
Julier pass. 

This is a good route for pedestrians 
who wish to see the Yia Mala on their 
way to the Engadine, but it is little 
known and unfrequented. 1 Jm. above 
Andeer a considerable torrent joins 
the Hinter Rhein from the S.E. It 
is called the Averser Rhein^ and the 
valley through which it flows the 
Ferrera Thai. The lower portion is 
one of the finest of the northern de- 
files of the Alps. Close to the opening 
there is a waterfall. The path is 
carried through a narrow thickly- 
wooded gorge, and passing some 
marble-quarries reaches 

Caniciil (a rough Inn\ under the pre- 
cipices of the Piz Starlera, 10,000 ft., 
and about 3 hrs. from Andeer ; W. of 
it is t\iQ Surettahom, 9971 ft., and S.W. 
the Val Emet, and Passo di Madesimo 
leading to the Splugen road; 2^ hrs. 
farther, ascending by a tolerable path, 
the traveller, after passing Crot and 
the entrance to the Madriser Thal^ 
through which passes lead to Pro- 
montogno and Castasegna in Yal 
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Bregaglia, reaches the chief village 
of the valley, 

Cresta — with a rougher Inn; both 
here and at Caniciil the cur^ receives 
hospitably the few strangers who 
pass. Of course, on leaving, a pre- 
sent should be made to the house- 
keeper. 

Cresta is one of the highest villages 
in the Alps, being 6380 ft. above the 
sea. The last straggling pine-trees 
are seen around it. The vallej 
now opens into a wide expanse of 
Alpine pasture, reaching nearly to 
the summits of the mountains; and in 
about 4 m. leads to a group of chalets 
called Juf, said to be the highest 
hamlet in Europe, 6905 ft. above the 
sea. Many passes diverge from it: — 
one K., crossing the mountains be- 
tween the Fopperhom and Piz Scalotta 
to the Yal Faller and Molins, on the 
Julier pass; another E., called the 
Stallerberg (8478 ft.), an easy pass to 
Bivio on the road of the Julier (Rte. 
92) — the summit may be reached in 
2^ hrs. from Cresta : Bivio in 2 hrs. 
from the summit — and a third 

The pass of the ForcelUna or 
Furkely at the head of the Averser 
Thai, over which lies the route to Cas- 
accia. The ascent presents no diffi- 
culty; but as there is little to point 
out the true direction, which lies S.E., 
on the N. bank of the stream, a guide 
is required. The sunmiit (8770 ft.) 
— about 2^ hrs. from Cresta— com- 
mands a wide view over a wilderness 
of peaks. The descent on the E. lies 
down a slope of snow scarcely steep 
enough for a glissade, and then over 
rocks until the paved track of the 
Septimer is reached close to the sum- 
mit of that pass, where once stood a 
small hospice, or place of refuge, now 
in ruins. 

The Septimer Pass, an old Roman 
road, and in the Middle Ages one 
of the most frequented routes into 
Italy, now an indifferent but well 
traced bridle-path, in parts displaying 
the old paved Koman track, leads from 



Bivio to Casaccia, 4 or 4J hours* walk. 
The S. side is much more steep 
and stony than the other. The 
summit is 7582 ft. above the sea, 
and in the view the Piz Muretto and 
Monte del Oro beyond Casaccia are 
conspicuous features. Though im- 
practicable for any kind of vehicle, 
this was once a frequented high- 
way between Italy and Switzerland 
until the formation of the carriage- 
road over the Spliigen, which is a 
lower pass, and 10 m. shorter. 

In about 2 hrs. from the Forcellina 
the traveller reaches the little village 
of Casaccia (Rte. 98). This pass, 
though it offers no difficulty to the 
mountaineer, is rather a hard day's 
work. 



ROUTE 89. 

NUFENEN TO ILANZ, BY THE PASS OP THE 
YALSEBBEBO AND ST. PETEBS THAL. 

NUfenen to Hnk Mtn. 

Pass ... fe ... 2 30 

Platz(Vals) 2 40 

Haspel 1 

Peiden 2 o 

Frauentbor • • • • 55 

Ilanz 55 

14 

A new carriage-road. The above 
is the time easy walking. Carriage- 
road from Vals to Ilanz. The most 
notable points of the pass are the 
view W. on descending to Platz, the 
gorge between Haspel and St. Martin, 
and the scenery in the forest helov 
Feiden. 

Just beyond Nufenen (see Rte. 91' 
the footpath to the Valserberg 
branches off rt by the side of a little 
stream, reaches in a few minutes the 
base of the cliffs rising N. of the valley, 
and continues to ascend alon^ it. 
These cliffs extend to the pass, and are 
an excellent guide. A wooded spur 
separates the hollow looking towards 
Nufenen from that leading down to 
Hinterrhein. After an ascent of less 
than an W^, this spur is crossed 
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nearly at its point of divergence from 
the chain, and just aboYC the wood 
which clothes its lower part. The 
high pastures overlooking Hinter- 
rhein are now reached, and the path 
from that village falls in. There is 
a good view from this point of the 
zigzags of the Bernardino, of the Mar* 
scholhom, S.W., Piz Tambo, S., the 
Kirchalphom and Fanella glacier, W. 

The last ascent to the Yalserberg 
is rather steep, but marked by piles 
of stones. The Col is a narrow gap 
(8225 ft.), commanding N. a wild and 
barren mountain country, in which 
the rocks of the Breitengratf between 
St. Peters Thai and the Vrin Thai, 
are conspicuous. 

Por nearly an hour from the summit 
the way is marked by poles, and lies 
high above the Peilerbach, which 
flows on the 1. from the Fanella gL 
The descent is steep to the highest 
chalets (1 hr. 5 min. from Col), where 
a stream from the Barenhom on the rt. 
is crossed. The path then goes along 
its rt. bank [left of the main stream] 
to another steep descent, whence 
there is a view W. over a noble 
pine-forest to the remarkable pyramid 
of the Zavreilahom, Below lies 

St. Peters Platx (or Vals, more pro- 
perly, name of the district), 3870 ft. 
(7hn« ; Piz Albin and Piz Aul, both 
homely.) Good guides. This village 
lies deep in a mountain basin, on 
the Valser-Rhein, or Glenner, pro- 
tected by a djke from a smaller but 
dangerous stream from the Weissen- 
steinhorn (E). 

St. Peters Thai, which is here 
entered, joins the main valley of 
Liugnetz at Furth ; and some miles fur- 
ther W, the Lugnetz Thai branches 
into the smaller valleys of Vrin and 
Cavel. In St. Peters Thai the language 
is German, as well as in the Khein- 
ivald and Savien Thai. In the dis- 
tricts of Lugnetz and Vrin, Romansch 
is spoken. 

[The scenery of St. Peters Thai 
above Platz is very fine, the valley 



termmating among the glaciers of the 
Rheinwald group. A path formed of 
large slabs leads, in 3 hrs., by a con- 
siderable ascent and descent, through 
magnificent pine-forests above a for- 
midably deep gorge, to the hamlet of 
Zavreila, at the foot of the pyramidal 
Zavreilahom, The long green basin 
of Zavreila is of the finest turf, 
bounded rt. by black precipices, 1. 
by a bushy slope, vnth Pinus cembra 
and rocks. At the village the valley 
branches. The rt. branch leads to 
the Lenta glacier and Rlxeinwaldhom, 
with passes over the glacier to Oli- 
vone and Hinterrhein, and another 
pass the Scaradra to the Val Blegno, 
a little above Olivone, mounting W. 
from the chalets of Lampertsch. The 
Phemwaldhom is easily attained from 
this side. The 1. branch runs to the 
Kanal glacier and Guferhom, and to 
the Zapportgrat Pass to Hinterrhein. 
All these are glacier excursions, but 
free from serious difficulties. 

From Platz also are the Frunt pass 
and Lies pass to Vrin, each about 5 
hrs., and commanding a superb view 
of the Adula mountains ; and the 
T(mil'Alp Pass to Savien Platz. The 
Weissensteirif 1. of the last, is another 
fine point of view. All 3 passes are 
quite easy.] 

The little basin of Platz was sadly 
devastated by the torrent in 1868. 
The St. Peters Thai below Platz is 
one of the finest in the Grisons. 
i m. below the village the road 
enters a wooded gorge, and becomes 
extremely romantic. It passes under 
an ancient chapel, and lower down by 
a natural pillar called the Valserstein, 
Crossing the stream, the path is with 
difficulty carried along the broken 
declivity. The ravine opens at 
the chalets of Haspel and Lungenei, 
finely placed on green slopes. A 
second and most remarkable gorge 
succeeds. The path is forced to 
ascend, and winds in and out, on the 
verge of fearful precipices, until a 
little oratory by its side marks the 
close of the long defile (6 m.). The 
fertile valley of Lugnetz opens out, 
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and the traveller descends through 
St Martin to 

Furth {Inns, poor ; Post; Piz Mun- 
daun), opposite Ober-Kastels, but sepa- 
rated from it by a chasm. Hence 
one path goes along the rt. bank to 
Peiden Bad, recently restored, and up 
bj char-road to Peiden; another, 
crossing the chasm, to Combels* Above 
Peiden the roads unite, soon enter 
the forest, and descend through the 
Frauenthor (Rte. 86) to Ilanz, This 
valley is remarkable for the wild 
rifts — called graben or *o6^/— in which 
the streams run. 



ROUTE 90. 

BElCHESNAtJ OR ILANZ TO SPLUGEN, BY 
THE SAVIEN THAL AND PASS OP THE 
LOCHLIBERO. 

1 1 hrs. A good road runs through 
Bonaduz, to the German Protestant 
village Versam (6 m.), where the 
fearful gulf of the Versamer Tdbel is 
crossed by a remarkable wooden 
bridge, with a span of 200 ft. (pro- 
bably the widest wooden bridge on 
this principle existing), and 232 ft. 
above the torrent Savien. The same 
spot may be reached from lUnz (8| 
m.) by a charming country road. 
Here a road turns S. up the wild 
valley of the Savien or Babiusa, a 
remarkable ravine, of which the W. 
side only is cultivated and inhabited 
by a Protestant population of about 
1000 souls, Germans, who were settled 
here in the days of the Hohenstaufen 
Emperors. Ijie almost uninhabited 
E. side is in places formed by preci- 
pices of the ffeinzehberg. The road 
IS carried up the L or W. bank of the 
Kabiusa, by the hamlets of Ada, leav- 
ing Tenna high on the rt, Neukirch, 
(here the road stops, 1885) and Flatz, 
where the Bathhaus Inn is ill-pro- 
vided. 

[A path strikes o£f hence over the 



col called Stege across a shoulder of the 
Piz Beverin ^9843 ft) to Thusis, 4 hrs. 
The beginnmg of the ascent is very 
steep, but afterwards the way lies over 
grass. The summit of the pass is 
about 6000 ft., and is reached in 1} 
hr. from Platz. It commands a fine 
view over the Grisons Alp«. The de- 
scent to Thusis traverses the remark- 
able plateau of the Heinzenberg, an 
open plain rising by degrees su)OTe 
the valley of Domleschg.] 

From Platz the direct way to Splfi- 
gen continues over the meadows of 
the Camana Alp to Thalkirch (2 hrs.), 
the oldest and highest church in the 
district Here begins the ascent of 
the Ldchliberg Pass, 8169 ft. above the 
sea, and about 2 hrs. from Thalkirch. 
A fine waterfall is seen left. The 
pass lies between the Ldchliberg (E.), 
a grand head of rock, crowned by 
dolomite towers. 9990 ft., and the Bd- 
renhom (W.) 9620 ft, which is easily 
reached, and commands a fine view. 
The ascent is easy. On the other 
side the path is well marked, down 
mossy ground, opposite slate moun- 
tains covered wiUi debris, and soon 
reaches a valley runnine direct to 
SplUgen (see Bte. 87). At a chaleC 
about half-way there is a beautiful 
view of the Tambo?u)rn and Suretta^ 
hdrner. 

It is a walk of about 25 m. from 
Versam to Splugen. 



BOUTE 91. 

PASS OF THE 8. BERNABDIKO •^S1*Lua£5 
TO BELLINZONA. 

Splfigen Eng. m. 

Hititerrhein^ ••.... ef 

SanBenianlino 12f 

Mesocco 9 

Cama lOi 

Bellinzoiia Hi 

Total 60i 

Diligence from Coire to Bellinzona, 
16jhrs,}^j^lugjei^^9,8^inzona, Si 
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hrs. 2-horse carr. from Coire to 
Bellinzona, 180 fr. 

1 -horse carriage from Spliigen to 
Hinterrhein, 8 fr.; 2-horse carriage 
to Bellinzona, 115 fr. 

In posting from Coire by the SplU- 
gea to Ohiayenna the same carnage 
may be taken all the way, but on the 
Bernardino the carriage is changed 
at each stage between Spliigen and 
Bellinzona. 

The road over the Bernardino was 
constructed in 1822, under the direc- 
tion of the engineer PocobeUi, at the 
joint expense of the Sardinian and 
Grison governments. About 6-7ths 
of the sum required were advanced by 
the King of bardinia, who duly ap- 
preciated the advantages to be de- 
rived from a highway which should 
connect, by a direct line, the port 
of Genoa and Turin with Switzerland 
and W. Germany. 

As far as Spliigen (Rte. 87) the 
road is the same as that over the 
Spliigen pass. At Spliigen the San 
Bernardino road, leaving the bridge 
of Spliigen (4757 ft) on the 1., ad- 
vances up the valley of the Hinter 
Khein, below the Guggemiillf and then 
the Exnshom, 1., and with the Kirch- 
alpliom and Fanella glacier in front. 

Nufenen {Inn : Post), a cheerful vil- 
lage, opposite the opening of the 
Areue Thai, a vallej' with grand alp- 
ine scenery, between the Tambohorn^,^ 
10,748 ft., and the Mnshom, rt. 

The pass of the Valserberg leads 
hence to Banz (Bte. 89). 

Hinterrhein {Inn : Post, rough), the 
highest village in the valley, 5328 ft. 
above the sea« Glacier guides are 
found here. 

[An excursion to the source of the 
Rhine will take 7 or 8 hours going 
and returning, exclusive of stoppages. 
The source lies about 7 miles higher 
up the valley, ^ of which distance, or 



i late in the summer, can be per- 
formed on horseback, the rest on 
foot; the walk is rough and fati- 
guing, over d^ris and stones, and a 
guide is necessary to show the way. 
The scenery is savage. The river 
takes its rise at the extremity of a 
frost-bound valley, from beneath the 
Rhemwald glacier, and at the base of 
the highest peaks of the Adula 
Gebirge. The traveller leaves the 
high road J m. above Hinterrhein, 
following the S. bank of the river, 
or rather of its broad bed of stones. 
The track has been recently im- 
proved. A bridge leads to the Zap- 
port Alp on the opposite bank. 

Half an hour more (3J hrs. from 
Hinterrhein) brings the traveller to 
a spot whence he looks down on 
the fountain-head at the foot of the 
glacier, where a erey torrent, " Rheni 
luteum caput,** bursts out from the 
ice, and plunges into a dark gorge 
known as Holle (Hell). Here the 
Swiss Alpine Club has erected a hut 
for the convenience of travellers who 
sleep here before attempting; the as- 
cent of the loftiest peaks of tne Adula 
group. There is another point of 
view directly under the Vogelberg 
— a small green spot, surrounded on 
all sides by snow and ice, and called 
ironically " Paradies" (Paradise). Di- 
rectly above it a rocky rib runs up- 
ward to the Vogelberg, and divides 
the great Zapport glacier on the £. 
from that of Kheinwald on the W. 
The Piz Valrhein or Rheinwaldhom, 
11,148 ft.; the Guferhom, 11,132 ft., 
and the Vogelberg , 10,564 ft., can 
be climbed from the hut. The 
Rheinwaldborn was first climbed in 
1789 by Pater Placidus k Spescha. It 
has since been reached from every 
quarter (Rte. 89). The easiest route 
is from the saddle to the K.E. 
of the peak, which forms a pass to 
the Lenta Glacier. There id little 
difficulty in descending the W. face 
of the mountain to Olivone through 
Val Malvaglia, and ways have been 
found by which active mountain- 
climbers can cross the glaciers into 
any of the valleys wli^l^y^i^^ frptga 
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them. The rival peak of the Gufer- 
horn is fairly easy of access from the 
Zapportgraty a glacier pass on its E. 
side which leads over by the Kanal- 
thal to Vals (Rte. 89).] 

The road over the Bernardino bids 
adieu to the Rhine, crossing it by a 
stone bridge, after which it breasts the 
mountain by sixteen zigzags; many 
of the turnings are very abrupt 

A striking view opens out over 
the head of the Rhine valley and the 
glaciers of the Adula. On the rt. 
of the road rises the Marscholhom or 
Piz Moesola, 9521 ft. ; on the 1. the 
black peak of the Schwarzhom, 

This passage over the Alps is said 
to have been known to the Romans: 
it was called the Vogelberg down to 
the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, when a pious missionary, Bernar- 
dino of Sienna, preached the Gospel 
through these remote Alpine valleys, 
and a chapel dedicated to him, on the 
S. side of^the mountain, gave rise to 
the name which it still retains. It 
was traversed, in March, 1799, by the 
French army of Lecourbe, at a season 
when winter still reigns on these ele- 
vations, and before the mountain pos- 
sessed any other road than a miser- 
able mule-path. 

The summit of the pass, 6770 ft. 
above the sea, and 1400 ft. above the 
village of Hinterrhein, is partly occu- 
pied by a lake called Logo Moesola^ 
the source of the Moesa, along whose 
margin the road runs. At this point 
a very substantial but homely Inn, or 
house of refuge, has been erected. The 
head of this pass is grander and less 
dreary than the heads of some of 
the other great road passes. 

A little way down the S. slope the 
Moesa is crossed by a handsome 
bridge of a single arch, 110 ft. above 
the river, named after Victor Ema- 
nuel L, who contributed so largely to 
the construction of this road. The 
carriaee-way is here covered for 
some distance with a substantial roof, 
supported on solid buttresses, to pro- 
tect it from avalanches and whirl- 
winds of snow, to which this gully is 
much exposed at times. A few strag- 



gling and stunted pines here make 
their appearance; a little lower doi^Ti, 
trees 40 or 50 ft. high may be seen 
clinging to the rock, with barely 2 ft. 
depth of soil beneath them; their 
roots scarcely strike downwards at 
all, but spread far and wide in a hori- 
zontal direction, so that when a tree 
is thrown down by the wind, roots 
and soil are peeled off at once, and 
nothing but bare rock remains. The 
S. face of the moimtain is as usual 
more abrupt than the N.; but the 
road is skilfully carried down it, and 
so gradually, that a driver, accus- 
tomed to it, trots quickly the whok 
way. The traveller sees the path 
beneath his feet, extending like an 
uncoiled rope, and as he moves back- 
wards and forwards, following its 
turns, he appears to hover over the 
valley, and might fancy himself fasten- 
ed to the end of a pendulum, and 
balanced in mid-air. The passage of 
the mountain from Hinterrhein ii 
effected in about 3^ hrs. to 

San Bernardino (5340 ft.) (/hw. 
H. Brocco, large and good; H. Belle- 
vue ; H. Ravizza ; H. Minghetti). 
a village and watering-place, the 
first in the valley of Mesocco, con- 
sisting of a few houses planted half- 
way down the descent on a small 
plain or ledge, in a romantic situa- 
tion. There is a chalybeate spring 
with Baths, having a temperature of 
about 40° Fahr. It is one of the 
highest mineral sources among the 
A^s, and annually attracts a con- 
siderable number of patients, for 
whom large hotels and pensions have 
been built. The situation is verv 
fine, and the village serves as ex- 
cellent head-quarters for a moun- 
taineer wishing to explore the neigh- 
bouring ranges. 

About 2 m. beyond S. Bernardino 
the traveller plunges by a series of 
curious and complicated zigzags into 
the lower valley of Mesocco (in Germ. 
Masox- or Misoxthal; Ital. V al Mesol- 
cina), which is celebrated for it* 
beauty. Near the road are two fin* 
falls of the Moesa. ^X^^ 
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At S. Giacomo are quarries of gyp- 
sum, and another fall of the Moesa. 
It is a continual descent as far as 
Mesocco and the Fonte di Soazza, 
which is only a few hundred feet 
higher than Coire, in the valley of the 
Rhine. This will give some idea of 
the abruptness of the southern side of 
the Alps contrasted with the northern. 

Mesocco (2560 ft) (/n» .- H. Posta), 
a village of 900 Inhab., called also 
Cremeo. See the views from its church- 
yard and old castle. 

In the neighbourhood of Mesocco 
the luxuriant growth of the chestnut 
and walnut, the abundant crops of 
maize, the presence of the vine and the 
mulberiy, which succeed each other 
within the space of a few miles, remind 
the traveller that he is on the S. side 
of the Alps; and he soon becomes 
otherwise aware of this change by 
the altered language, the laziness and 
dirt of the inhabitants, and their mi- 
serable habitations. The situation of 
Mesocco is charming. A little way 
below it, in the middle of the valley, 
rises the ruined Castle of Mesocco, with 
4 turrets, a feudal seat of the powerful 
lords of Masox, sold by them, 1482, 
to the Milanese general Trivulzio, 
taken and destroyed by the Graubiin- 
den in 1526. The valley is bounded 
by precipices, over which dash a num- 
ber of waterfalls, assuming the shape 
of that which in Scotland is called the 
Mare's Tail. The castle knoll seems 
formed to command the passage up 
and down. 

[From Soazza a very steep path, not 
practicable for horses, ascenas the E. 
side of the valley, and leads to Chia- 
venna in 8 hrs. by the Forcola Pews.] 

The valley of Mesocco was laid 
waste by a fearful thunderstorm and 
inundation in August, 1834, which 
overwhelmed the land in many places 
with torrents of rocks, and left be- 
hind beds of gravel and alluvium, 
in places 90 ft. high, thus condemn- 
ing it to sterility. 50 houses, 200 
chalets, and many bridges were swept 
away. An inscription has been at- 



tached to a huge mass, stating that 
it and others descended from the 
Forcola. 

Below iS'oazza, on the rt.,the graceful 
Cascade of Buffalora precipitates itself 
from the top of a rock. 

Zostallo{Inn: Fosta, tolerable). The 
general legislative assemblies of the 
men of the valley are held here. 

2^ m. farther is the post station at 

CamOf where figs and mulberries 
begin to appear. 

Leggia, 

At Grono (H. Calancasca, good j 
the landlord knows the neighbouring 
mountains), the Val Calanca opens 
from the W. [A good road leadls up 
the picturesque Val Calanca to Hossa, 
where there is a small Inn, From 
this there are the Giumella Pass (7000 
ft.) to the Val Blegno, and the Passetli 
Pass to San Bernardino, besides gla- 
cier passes to the Rhine source. The 
inhabitants of Yal Calanca are chiefly 
fi^laziers, and leave the valley to work 
m Italy, France, &c.] 

Boveredo (970 ft.) (Inns : Angelo ; 
Croce Bianca, tolerable), a village 
containing nearly 1000 Inhab., with 
the ruined castle of Trivulzio in its vi- 
cinity. The Prior of Roveredo and 1 1 
old women were burnt for practising 
witchcraft, by San Carlo Borromeo, in 
1583, at his first visitation of the dio- 
cese. The rivers hereabouts are used 
to float down the timber cut in the 
forests of the higher transverse valleys. 

S. Vittore is the last village in the 
Canton Grisons: below it we enter 
Canton Tessin and the Val Riviera, 
and the road joins that descending 
from the St Gothard (Rte. 34). The 
entire valley of the Mesocco, is one 
of the most beautiful in the Alps. 
Passing the battle-field of Arbedo, 
we reach Bellinzona Stat. (Rte. 34), 
whence Rly. to Locarno (Rte. 112), 
or Lugano. 
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ROUTE 92. — PASS OF THE JULIER. 



Sect I. 



ROUTE 92. 

PASS OF THE JULIEB. COIRE TO ST. 
MORITZ. 

Colre. Eng. m. 

Churwalden 6* 

Tiefeukostcn IH 

Tlnzen 6( 

Moling H 

BlviorStalla] ..... 6 

Silvaplana 9f 

St. Moritz 3i 

48+ 

The traveller from Coire to the En- 
gadine may go by the Albula or by 
the Julier. There are 2 roads to the 
Julier, which meet at Tiefenkasten: 
the one by the Valbella pass, 21m.; the 
other by Thusis and the Schyn pass 
(Rte. 93), 29 m. From Tiefenkasten 
he has again the choice between the 
Julier and Albula. 

The carriage-road of the Valbella 
and Julier, is traversed daily in 
summer by a diligence to Samaden, 
in 13 hrs. (in 11 from SamUden to 
Coire). The road is open all the 
winter, when the journey is performed 
more quickly in a sledge. Carriage by 
extrapost in 11 hrs., at 128 fr., or by 
voiturier, 2 horses, one night on the 
road, 130 fr. By Thusis and Schyn 
Pass, 5 fr. more K)r each horse. The 
daily mail over the Julier goes by 
Thusis and the Schyn. 

The scenery of this route is, as a 
whole, dull. The road, however, is 
exceUent, and to St. Moritz more 
direct than the Albula, by which the 
traveller can return. Leaving Coire 
he ascends rapidlv along the course 
of the Rabiosa. I. is the opening of 
the Schanfigg-Thal (Rte. 95). Passing 
Malix (where, 1. of the road, is the 
ruined castle Strassberg), the traveller 
reaches 

Churwalden 4068 ft. (Inns: H. 
Gengel ; Krone ; both good), and 
about 2 m. beyond it 

Parpan {Inns : Kurhaus Parpan ; 
H. Statzerhorn), a bleak village, with 
the old mansion of the Buol family. 
The Statzerhorn, 8458 ft., a fine point 
of view to the W. (an Inn), can be 
ascended by a good bridle-path in 



3 hrs. A short way beyond Parpan 
is the summit of the pass, 5089 ft. 
above the sea, miscalled Valbella, as 
it is a desolate plateau, connecting 
the Statzerhorn with the Weissliom, 
9111 ft^Bothhom, 9406 ft., and Lenzer- 
horn, 9544 ft., on the E. The road 
now descends by the Vatzer See^ en- 
circled by forest, and along the Meide, 
a heathy tract, where a road branches 
rt. to Obervatz, known for its time- 
honoured stone Gallows, and to the 
Schyn Pass (Rte. 93). On the 1. is 
the Lenzerhorn. 

Lenz (Lonsch) (/«n ; Krone ; a fair 
dining-place). [Here the direct road 
to Davos and to the Albula diverges 
LbyBrienz(Rte.94,B.)] To the S.E. 
are seen the Tinzenhom and Piz St. 
Michel, peaks of the magnesian lime- 
stone csuled dolomite, after the French 
geologist, M. Dolomieu, between the 
Julier and Albula passes. Beyond 
Lenz, the Romanscn tongue (Rte. 
81) is almost exclusively spoken; 
German is rarely understood, except 
at the inns. 

The Julier road descends in nume- 
rous curves to the river Albula, whidi 
enters the Rhine through the remark- 
able Schyn defile near Thusis. 

Tiefenkasten— Rom, Chaste = castle 
— {Inns: H. Julier; H. Albula ; both 
good), a village, situated, as its name 
implies, in a deep hollow (Tiefo, 
abyss), at the entrance of the Schyn 
pass, and of the OberJialbstein, a valley 
running S. to the foot of the Julier 
and Septimer. 

The road on the 1. goes to Alvencu 
Bad and the Albula Pass (Rte. 93) ; 
that on the rt. to Thusis by the Schvn 
defile (Rte. 93). 

The Julier road ascends at once, 
and steeply for a good hour, up the 
side of a grand wooded ravine, and 
for some distance along the edge oft 
precipice, called Stein, At the upper 
end It opens into the valley named 
from its position above (oberhalb) ihc 
Stein, It is a string of ancient lake- 
basins and gorges, scattered over 
with villages and a few ruined castles. 
Passing Conters and Schweiningen 
{Inns) the road reaches 

Tinzen(^Inn: Post).^*;^^ 
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^ [Here the Val cTErr leads into the 
^' ieart of the range separating the Al- 
n^ via. and Julier. Fine and easy passes 
Sad in 4 to 5 hrs. between the three 
plomite peaks of the Piz St. Michel, 
^inzenhorn, and Piz d*Aela to Ber- 
^jlin and Alveneu, and a glacier pass 
^A) Val Berers and Samaden.] 
l^ Rt. is Fiz Curver, 9761 ft. Another 
^cent through a wooded rift lands 
,he traveller at Roffna, whence there 
^''s a long straight road to the beau- 
PaM defile which leads to Molins. In 
-this the gradient is easy, through 
pine-woods and lawns of soft turf; the 
jtream is of exquisite transparency. 
Molins, Muhlen, 4811 ft. (^Inn, Lowe, 
''jood ; here the diligence dines), ro- 
mantically situated, in a little amphi- 
/-theatre, amidst the finest scenery of 
the Oberhalbstein. E. are the granite 
peaks of Piz dCErr — of. which the 
highest (the N.) is 11,139 ft. 

[A fine and easy glacier pass may 
be made by ascending one of them, 
.'and descending into the Bevers Thai. 
Samaden may be reached thus in 
.8 hrs. It is possible to cross the 
ridge at a lower point, if the weather 
is not fine enougn to promise a view. 
Further to the rt. is the Cima da Fiix, 
10,945 ft., and between it and Piz 
d'Err a glacier.] 

S.W. is the Fiz Flatta, 11,109 ft., 
separating the branches of the Val 
da Faller, through which foot-passes 
lead to the Aversthal. Above Mo- 
lins, the road passes the picturesque 
tower of the Castle of Spludatsch on 
a wooded height, and near the next 
village, MarmorerOf or Marmels, the 
ruins of 2 other castles. 

Bivio or Stalla, 5827 ft. (Inn, fair), 
a poor village at the branching of 
the Julier and Septimer passes 
(Biyium). It is placea in a secluded 
basin, shut in by high mountains, in 
a climate so severe that all vegeta- 
tion is stunted. Not a tree grows, 
and the people are reduced to burn 
sheep-dung for fuel Potatoes rarely 
ripen at this height. 

It takes about 2 hrs. to ascend 
from Bivio to the Summit of the Julier 
Fass, 7503 ft {Inn: Berghaus), the 
road being remarkably safe from 



avalanches, the scenery wild, but 
monotonous. Rt. is the bold crag of 
Fiz Langreff further rt. Fiz Zungen, 
10,400 ft. On the top, the road passes 
between two rude pillars of a bluish- 
grej schist, called Julius*s Columns, 
which some suppose to be remains of 
a Celtic temple to the Sun or Jul, and 
others marks on the Roman military 
road carried by Augustus from Chia- 
venna over the Maloja and Julier. 
They are about 4 ft. high, and desti- 
tute of inscription. Roman coins have 
been found near them. Rt. is a small 
tarn below the cliffs of Fiz Fulaschin ; 
1. Fiz Julier or Fiz Munteratsch ; lower 
down, Fiz cTAlbana. Between June 
and August large flocks of Berga- 
masque sheep are often seen on these 
pastures, attended by wild-looking 
shepherds from the Val Brembana. 

The descent into the Engadine 
commands a magnificent view down 
into the deep-sunk valley of the Inn 
and upon the pine-girt lake of Silva- 
plana, backed by Fiz Corvatsch, Fiz 
Surlei, and Fiz Sosatsch. Above the 
nearer ridge rise the snowy crests 
of the highest peaks of the Bernina 
range. 

Two or three long zigzags bring 
the traveller down upon Silvaplana 
(Rte. 99). 



ROUTE 93. 

COIRE TO SAMADEN — PASS OF THE 
SCHYN AND ALBULA. 

Miles. 

Coire by Lenz to 

Alveneu Bad 21 

Coire by Thusis and the Schyn to 

Alveneu Bad 30 

Filisur 3 

Bellaluna 2^ 

Bergan 3 

Weisseastein Inn . . . . 5i 
Summit of Pass .... 3 
Ponte ....,,, 6 
Samdden 3f 

Two-horse carriage, stopping one 
night, 120 fr. By Thusis and the 
Schyn pass 5 fr. more for each horse. 
This is a finer route than that by the 
Julier pass. It is 8 hrs.* moderate 
walking from Alveneu Bad to Sama- 
den. Diligence ddlyzefboflijCoire in 
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Sect.! 



12J hrs., haltiKjj at Bergttn (7j hrs.) 
to dine. The road as far as 

Lenzj is identical with the preceding 
route. At Lenz the road to the Albula 
Pass turns round the shoulder of the 
mountain to the E., leaving Tiefen- 
kasten on the rt.; and passing the 
village of (1 hr.) Brienz, and on the L 
the castle of Belfort, perched on an 
almost in accessible rock, descends to 
the 

Baths of Alveneu, a large and 
good hotel. Adjoining the house the 
sulphur spring bubbles up through 
long: waving weeds. 

The Schyn Pass, A longer but far 
more picturesque route from Coire 
to Tiefenkasten and Alveneu Bad, is 
by Thusis and the Schyn road. 

Opposite Thusis the Albula river 
enters the Rhine from S.E., through 
the Schyn (or Schein) Pass. It is on 
a larger scale than the Via Mala, 
but is seen from a different point 
of view, the road being carried mid- 
way along the upper cliffs instead 
of below them, in the ravine of 
the torrent. Thusis to Tiefenkasten, 
about 10 m., takes about 2 hrs.* 
driving — ascent most part of the way. 

Crossing the Rhine, the road runs 
to Sils, where the ascent begins. 
Soon the ruins of Campi Castle are 
seen 1., close to orchards and lawns, 
but on the edge of a wild cliff 
overhanging the river. Threading 
the forest of firs the road pene- 
trates buttresses by tunnels, winds 
on precipices, and gives good views 
into the depths. It scarcely descends 
to reach the SoUshriicke, where the ra- 
vine terminates,, but the bridge spans 
a chasm at a height of more than 
400 ft. above' the rushing waters of 
the AlbuU.' "The road now ascends 
between green knolls and slopes, in- 
terspersed with pines, to AlvascheiUj 
from which it is downhill, with view 
of the wooded sides of Fiz S. Michel 
(S.E.), and the bare yellow cone of 
the Zenzerhom (N.E.) to Tiefenkas- 
ten. The old bridle-path runs on 
the other bank of the Albula, high up 
to the N., through Scharans to 
Alvaschein. 

[On the mountain opposite Alveneu 



is a waterfall, by the side of which a 
series of ladders lead up to a wild 
valley, between the Tinzenhom and 
Fiz St. Michel, and to the pass of the 
Tinzenthorf a .narrow cleft in a steep 
dolomite ridge, elsewhere impass- 
able, by which Tinzen on the Julier 
road may be reached — a walk of 6 hrs. 
The singular and inaccessible-look- 
ing peak of the Tinzenhom, 10,276 ft., 
the " Little Matterhorn," conspicuous 
from Davos, is without serious difficulty 
ascended by the rocky face above the 
Tinzen Thor. Piz St. Michel, lO^'S^lt, 
can be ascended in 5 hours from the 
hotel.] 

The village of Alveneu lies 1., about 
2 m. up-hil^ and the road to Daros 
mounts towards it. Crossing the 
mouth of the Davos Thai and the 
Landwasser running out of its gorges, 
the Bergiin road bends S. with the 
Albula, ascending to 

Filisur, a large white picturesque 
village (H. Schonthal). N. are the 
ruins of Schhss Greifenstein, About 
2 m. above Eilisur are the abandoned 
iron-works of Bellaluna, with an Inn, 
The valley is densely wooded. Here 
the ascent begins, with grand moun- 
tain slopes to the rt. In 1^ m. the 
road enters a narrow ravine flanked 
by the cliff called BergHnev' Stein, and 
for more than 1000 ft is hewn, or 
blasted, out of the face of the rock, 
the Albula roaring at a depth of 50J 
or 600 ft. Beyond this gorge, in s 
beautiful basin, under the spurs of the 
dolomite peak, Piz d*Aela, lies 

Bergiin — Rom. Bergogn — 4557 ft. 
(Inns: Piz dAela, good quarters; 
Kreuz ; Sonne), a village of about 600 
Inhab., chiefly Protestants, speaking 
Romansch. The houses, brilliant in 
paint and whitewash, are of a superior 
class, indicating the comparative 
wealth of the population, many of 
whom are muleteers or carters bv 
profession, who established themselves 
here when this route was more fre- 
quented. The church is remarkable. 
Bergiin is beautifully situated among 
the mountains at the opening of Y&l 
Tuors, which leads by the Eschui 
pass to Zutz, over the extensive gla- 



Smizerland, route 94.— coire to davos-platz. 
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11,211 ft. Other passes lead to 
Davos by the Sertig Thai and to Va 
Sulsanna. S.W. is the dolomitic peak 
of Fiz cTAela, 10,893 ft. A Club hut 
has been built 2^ hrs. above the 
village, to facilitate the ascent of this 
peak and its neighbours, the Tinzen- 
horn and Piz St. Michel, all rough 
rock climbs. Good walkers will not 
need to use it. 

A steep ascent, passing a waterfall 
and small lake leads to the 

Gasthaus Weisseiistein (fair) under 
Piz Giumels, of which the white 
gypsum rocks are supposed to have 
given name to this place, and the 
pass. There was a lake by the inn, 
which burst its bounds in 1 859. [From 
this point an active mountaineer can 
cross the ridge S. and descend by 
the Val Bevers to Sam&den.J The 
ascent now becomes very rapid ; the 
road takes a wide sweep to the rt. 
A shorter footpath, exposed to ava- 
lanches, climbs 1. along the N. side 
of the former lake, where traces of 
the Koman road have been discovered. 
At the top of the hill the traveller 
enters the savage hollow called 
Teufelsthalf filled with broken rocks, 
hurled from the heights along with 
the snow, which renders this part of 
the pass dangerous in spring. Here, 
for above 2 m., the road runs nearly 
on a level, along as wild a drift-way 
as can be imagined. Its highest point 
forms the 

Pass of the Albula, 7589 ft. above the 
sea. It is a scene of complete deso- 
lation. N. rise the limestone cliffs of 
Piz Uertsch, or Piz Albula, \ 0,738 fL, S. 
the granite buttresses of Piz Giumels^ 
9623 ft., a point in a ridge running 
up to Piz d*Err. 

The descent into the Ober Engadin 
is in spring also exposed to avalanches. 
It is 1^ m'.'s walk from the summit, 
with view of Piz Mezzem, to 

Pcmie or Pvnt {Inns : Albula; 
Krone, improved), at the foot of the 
pass. A straight road ascends to 

SaTndden (Bte. 99). 



ROUTE 94. 

A. COIRE OR RAGATZ TO DAVOS-PLATZ, 
BY THE PRATIGaU. B. DAVOS TO LENZ 
BY THE LANDWA8SER THAL. 

LanquartStat Stunden. Eng. m. 

KUblis 6i . ]6i 

Klosters 2| . H 

DavoB-Platz . . . . 3J . 10 

The ascent of the Pratigau begins 
from the Lanquart Stat., on the 
Coire Rly. Two Diligences daily in 
summer, one in winter from Lan- 
quart through Klosters to Davos in 
7i hrs. 

The entrance of the Pratigau is 
through the gorge of KluSf giving 
passage to the furious torrent Lan- 
qiuxrt, and once commanded by the 
castle Fragsfein, of which ruins are 
still visible ; a wall, extending to 
the river, once closed the passage. 
The valley, 20 m. long, shut in by 
high mountains, is rich in pasture, 
and famed for its large cattle. It 
contains a population of about 10,000, 
who speak German, though Romansch 
was the language to the 16th cent., 
and the names of places are still 
Romansch. On the N. the PhcBtikon 
chain separates the Pratigau from the 
Vorarlberg and from the valley of 
Montafiin. Its most remarkable sum- 
mits are the Falhniss^ overlooking the 
Rhine, and the Scesa Plana, the highest 
of the range. This chain is a spur of 
the mountain range N. of the Inn, 
which forms the watershed between 
the North Sea and Euxine, as the 
Bernina separates the waters flowing 
to the Euxine and Adriatic. Several 
passes lead N. into the Vorarlberg 
(see Rte. 97). 

• [A branch road leads up to Seewis 
(3000 ft.) (H. P. Scesaplana,Kurhaus, 
both fair), a village in a high sunny 
and mild situation on the slopes left, 
much frequented by Swiss. The 
ascent of the Scesa Plana (9738 ft.) 
is generally made from Bludenz on 
the N.E. side, the traveller sleep- 
ing at a Club MkMt}^&^&' 
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Sect 1. 



E. of the peak ; but it can also be 
eflFected from here (Rte. 97).] 

The road ascends the rt. bank of the 
Lanquart to Schiersch (^Tnn: Krone), 
and then crosses to the L bank, passing 

Jenatz (Heims' Inn), J hr. further 
is Fideriser Au, The village of Fideris 
stands on a height 2 m. off the road, 
and is not visible from it. 

[A very bad road leads to the 

Baths of Fideris, 2 m. S. of the 
village, in a wild and romantic gorge, 
3465 ft. above the sea. The waters, 
considered efficacious in chest com- 
plaints and intermittent fevers, are 
alkaline, and the strongest of their 
class in Switzerland, resembling 
seltzer-water. The two Bath-houses 
can lodge more than 290 persons. 
The accommodation is second-rate, 
although the baths are often crowded; 
the table-d'hote is well supplied.] 

Opposite Fideris . rises the ruin of 
CastelSj which was stormed and taken, 
in 1622, by the peasants, armed with 
sticks alone. It was held at the time 
for the Emperor Ferdinand, who 
wknted to make himself master of the 
Grisons, and extiaguish the Protestant 
religion. A path leads S. in 3^^ hrs, 
into the Schanfigg Thai. 

Above Fideriser . Au, the road up 
the rt. bank traverses a romantic 
defile, wooded and rocky, and through 
the picturesque village of 

Kublis {Inn: Krone). Instead of 
following the old road, it is pleasanter, 
though not shorter, to take the new 
roadl)y the village of Semeus and the 
Baths of Semens (/n»), frequented by 
natives, where , very fair accommoda- 
tion may be had. . At the Post stat., 
Mezza Selva, opposite the baths is a 
good /n», picturesquely situated, with 
a noble view towards the Silvretta 
Femer, a good half-way house to 
Davos. About 3 m. farther is 

Klosters (Inns: H. and P. Brosi, 
good ; H. Vereina, good ; H. Silv- 
retta, fair; Pension Florin), a scat- 
tered vUlage of 4 hamlets, named 
after a suppressed Convent, on the 
rt. bank of the Lanquart, about 
4000 ft. above the sea. It is to be 
recommended as a halting-place ^to 
travellers anxious to enjoy the fine 



scenery of the Silvretta group, or to 
invalids, who may here accliinatize 
themselves before proceeding to tho 
still more alpine air of Davos. 

[From the village the ice-fields of 
the Silvretta Femer are seen closing 
the valley. A road has been made 
as far as the Sardasca Alp (2 hrs.). 

1} hr. further is a hut of the Swiss 
Alp. 0. on the bank of the glacier. 
It may be made the object of a 
pleasant excursion from Klosters. 
Above the Sardasca Alp a steep 
ascent leads to the hut, 300 yds. 
from the ice. The head of the 
Pratigau is closed by two g^laciers, 
the broad Silvretta glacier, and the 
lower and narrower Winterthali of 
the Federal map. Over the Silvretta 
Glacier lies the easy glacier pass 
leading to Val Tuoi, and so to the 
Enga£ne in 6 or 7 hrs. 

From the head of the Winterthali, 
or Verstankla Glacier, it is possible 
to descend into Val Lavinuoz, and 
thus reach Lavin in 4^ hrs. from the 
hut Piz Linard is a noble object 
during the descent. The bold peab 
which crown the Silvretta Femer 
have been conquered by Swiss 
climbers. Piz Buin, a snowy emi- 
nence,' is the easiest of access, and is 
frequently ascended from the Club 
hut in 4 to 5 hrs. 

The S. branch of the valley leads 
by the Vereina pass, 8133 ft., direct to 
Siis in 8 hrs.' good walking.] 

Good glacier guides are found at 
Klosters. 

A char maybe hired for 8 fr. to 
Davos Platz, 2 hrs.* drive, 3 hrs.' walk. 

In winter it is a favourite anm'se- 
ment to run down toboggans from a 
point a little below Wolfgang to 
Klosters, and races are held annually 
on this course. 

The road to Davos, leaving the 
valley, turns nearly S., and after a 
long ascent, mounting in zigzags, 
passing rt. the Schwarz See, crosses 
a low watershed at a point known as 

Wolfgang (5340 ft.) (H. Davos 
Kulm), and, aescending, passes 1. a 
larger lake, the Davoser See, 

At Davos-Ddrfli (Inns: Kurhaus 
Davos-Dor^S b^I^wKsi^' Bellevne) 
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le valley of the Fluela (Bte. 96) 
reachecL 

Davos am Platz, 5105 ft. above 
le sea-^BoDL Taooise^ behind — (Inns: 
L Buol, H. Belvedere, H. Victoria, 
Kcellent; H. d'Anglelerre, equally 
ood; Kurhaos Davos, with 8 villas ; 
latia, all good; Schweizerhof and 
iir Post; — H. zum Strela, very fair 
vhey cure); P. Waldhaus; Rath- 
aus, renewed. The pension price 
t Davos averages 6 to 10 tr. a 
a.y, including rooms. An English 
liurch.) 

Since the influx of foreign visitors 
as become a steady source of profit 

> the place, several good shops have 
een opened, where almost every 
ecessary article can be procured; 
aths have been cut in the woods 
bove the village, which are kept 
pen through the winter ; a fair baud 
lays in turn at the principal hotels : 

weekly newspaper, in German and 
Inglish, is issued ; a skating-rink has 
een established; and the Canadian 
musement of tobogganning is prac- 
sed to the great satisfaction of the 
ardier invalids. . In September good 
'out-fishing is added to the amuse- 
lents of the place. A good school 
is recently been established by Dr. 
erthes, gvmnasial director, Intended 
?ecially tor delicate boys. 

The Kathhaus is decorated with the 
tiads of more than 30 wolves slain 
I the neighbourhood. A wolf-net 
volf-garn) is still hung up here. 

Besides the wolves' heads, bears 
lay sometimes be seen at the Bath- 
aus. They are mostly shot near 
ernetz in the Engadine, and brought 

> Davos by the huntsmen to claim 
3e reward of 100 frs. a head offered 
>r bears in the Orisons. Three heads 
[ bears were brought in in the winter 
f 1878-79. 

Within the building is an old Boom 
f Assembly, called die grosse Stube, 

ith fine pieces of 16th-century glass, 
outaining hunting-scenes, coats of 
rrns, private marks of the Buol 
^oaily, ate. Davos was the capital 
^ the Zehngerichte in the days when 
ie 3 leagues of the Graubiinden 

[SwUz.y 



formed an independent state^ and At 
that time the great room served as the 
parliament hall of a sovereign peasant 
state. 

Davos is the name of a remote 
mountain district, lying at an average 
height of 5000 ft. above the sea, sur- 
rounded by mountains of moderate 
elevation which do not impend closely 
over its wide sunny meadows and frag- 
rant fir-forests. The scenery, to those 
accustomed to the Bernese or Fen- 
nine Alps, seems tame ; but the 
position of these villages, protected by 
mtervening chains from the influence 
of the moist air currents rising from 
Italy, which affect the Engadine, pro- 
cures them a winter climate unrivalled 
In the Alps for dryness, stillness, 
brightness, and equable temperature. 
It IS to German physicians that the 
discovery of its advantages as a tointer 
resort for patients with delicate lungs 
is due, and it is by Germans that the 
hotels are chiefly filled. But English 
doctors now frequently send patients 
here for the winter; and the comforts 
which invalids of this description re- 
quire are generally obtainable. In 
the winter of 1878-9 there were 20u 
English residents. In addition to the 
hotels, private villas can be hired, and 
the valiey is becoming a Swiss or 
Arctic Mentone. 

The climate of Davos in the case of 
consumption seems speciidly adapted 
to what is known as pneumonic 
phthisis, and to diseased conditions 
of the lung, where after chronic in- 
filtration cavities have been formed. 
In merely incipient stages of the 
malady its influence is decidedly- 
favourable. Young people and chil- 
dren thrive wonderfully ; and those 
whose appetites and digestion are 
languid, speedily acquire the power 
of nutrition. The general stimulus 
of a pure and bracing air, the advan- 
tage of remaining for hours together 
in the open withoat taking cold, 
and the improved faculty of muscular 
exercise without fati^e, seem to be 
the secrets of a cure m which Nature 
is left almost wholly to herself. 

Excursions, — ^There are many ex-* 
cursions from Davos. The road of ^ 
T 
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Sect. I. 



the !Elaela Pass and the car-road ttp 
the Dischmathal to Dnrrenboden 
afford driyes. From Durrenboden tra- 
yellerB may visit the Scaletta Glacier 
and, if good walkers and provided 
with rope and g^iides, climb Piz 
Vadret (N. peak difOicult, S. easy) or 
cross the VaUoria Pass (see Bte. 99) or 
the Grialetsch Pass, both easy glacier 
routes leading to the Engadlne. More 
picturesque is the Sertigthal, a charm- 
ing Alpine valley, opening^ opposite 
Frauenkirch. At Sertig JDorfli, 2^ 
hrs. from am Flatz, there is a homely 
inn. Hence 2 foot-passes lead in 4 
or 5 hrs. to Bergiin. For fair 
walkers the Schwarzhom (10,338 ft), 
a peak in the chain dividing the 
valleys of Fluela and Dischma, is 
an indispensable expedition. It is 
a magnificent point of view, com* 
manding a panorama to most tastes 

{referable to thtit from Fiz Languard. 
t can be ascended from either valley, 
so that a traveller may go by the one 
and return* by the other. The best 
starting-point is the Fliiela Hospiz, 
from which 2^ hrs. are required. 

B. Davos to Lenz, by the Land- 
WASSER Thal. 

Davos Platz to Miles. 

Ijenz . 22 

LenztoCoire 14 

The Davos Thai, below Flatz, re* 
tains its pastoral character for 7 m., 
but lower down it is much contracted 
and romantic in its scenery. At 
Sohmelzboden there were formerly 
zinc, lead, and silver works. By 
this route travellers reach Davos from 
Co ire in 7 hrs. Diligence daily. 
In summer there is a service twice a 
day through Thusis from Coire. 

The new carriage-road through the 
Landwasser Thai was made in 1873, 
at a cost of 24,000/. The road passes 

3 m. Frauenkirch, at the entrance 
of the Sertig Thai : 2 m. Spina Bad 
(hotel enlarged), below the Binner^ 
horn (E.) : f m. Glaris : 2^ m. Schmelz' 
ooden. 

After leaving Schmelzboden, the 
road plunges into the deep and narrow 
gorge of the Ziige, so called beeause 



it is swept on both sides by ava- 
lanches, whose ruins even in mid- 
summer cool the air among the 
rifted and impending precipices. 
Still following the course of the 
Landwasser, and passing through five 
galleries cut in the rock, the road 
reaches a point called the Barentritt, 
or Kilnzli, whence there is a wild 
prospect over forest, crag, waterftll, 
and distant mountains, and dovu 
into the desolate, thickly - wooded 
chasm of Leidboden. From the Ba- 
rentritt the ascent begins to Wieses, 
winding throagh forests of larch and 
spruce, ver;^^ tall and slender, with 
eminently picturesque outlooks to the 
high-perched huts of Jennisberg on 
the one hand, and on the other to the 
Yalbellahom, while a noble pano- 
rama of the peaks that dominate the 
Albula and Julier Passes, grradualk 
unfolds to south and west. For 
variety and grandeur this road, espe- 
cially in the winter, surpasses its 
continuation, the Schyn^trasse, and 
may even compete with the famous 
Via Mala. Here, too, the sudden pas- 
sage from a narrow rock-hemmed 
gorge to the sunny, terrace of grass 
meadows, whence Wiesen sweeps the 
range crowned by the Piz d'Aela, Ttt- 
zenhom, and Piz St. Michel, and the 
distant mountains that divide the Julier 
from the region of the Spliigen, afibrds 
a scenic change which is in its way un- 
rivalled.—/. A, S, 

Wiesen (H. Palmy, good; Hotel 
and Pension BellevueX beautifuUr 
situated, 4800 ft. The hotels ar^ 
kept open all the year ; a doctor 
resides m the Bellevue. This village 
will probably become a rival to Davos, 
over which, as a health resort, it has 
some advantages. It has more sun, no 
valley wind, and no moisture from 
damp meadows. On the other hand, 
the Fohn is more felt. Dr. Weber of 
Alveneu Bad, attends patients bert. 
[The Sandhuhel, a neighbouring sum- 
mit, can be ascended on horseback 
in 3 hrs., and commands an exten- 
sive panorama. A path crosses the 
stream direct to Filisur, on the Albula 
road, 4 m.] Beyond Wiesen the Td-'- 
iobel is passed to 3 m. SckmiUen^ wi^ 
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paintings on the houses. The terrace- 
like road commands a continually fine 
and shifting view of the ranges between 
the Aibula, the Jnlier, and the Enga- 
dine. 1} m. AlveneUy f m. above Ahe- 
neu Bad, Beyond Alveneu the road 
divides. One branch leads by Bad 
Alveneu to Tiefen Kasten ; the other, 
passing the picturesque ruins of Belfbrt 
and Brienz, leads to Lenz (Rte. 92). 



ROUTE 95. 

COIRE TO DAVOS-PLATZ, BY THE STRELA 
PASS. 

Carriage-road as far as Langwies, 
14- m.; beyond, mule-path. 

The Schanfigg Thai is a peculiar 
valley. There are no villages in its 
bed : all are on the mountain sides. 
From Maladers to Langwies, the 
road can scarcely ever be less than 
1000 ft. above the Plessur river. It 
passes, on its way, through several 
villages, occupying the tops of spurs 
or promontories projecting from the 
northern mountains, and divided from 
one another by lateral ravines, which 
have to be dipped into and doubled 
round. To the S. of the river, and 
also on the W., where the Julier road 
runs, the country is of a similar 
character. 

From the Ch. of St Lucius at Coire 
it is a continuous, and soon steep, 
ascent to the fertile Schanfigg Thai 
at 

Maladers, Thence to (7a(^rWs<?n, with 
an ancient tower. The Castelertobel 
is crossed on a lofty arch. Then St, 
Petcr^ with a waterfall and water- 
mill. 

Peist (Inn), Langwies (H. and P. 
Strela, newhouse; beiP, Jager; both 
homely, but good), where the Aroser- 
wasser descends from the S., flowing 
8 m. from the Welsch Tcbelj through 
a remote mountain district. Here 
the pass begins. The valley con- 
tracts, and an ascent is made up a 
pretty pasture belted by forest. Rt. 
are the rocky heights of the Weissfluh 
and Kupfenfiuh, Beyond the last 



group of chalets the stream is 
crossed, and a stiff climb to the rt., of 
i hr., brings the traveller to the 

2.20 Strela Pass (7799 ft.) between 
the Schiahom (easily reached in 1 
hr., good view) and Kujffenfluh, The 
view S. is best seen after a short 
descent, and comprises all the summits 
of the chain towards the Engadine, 
from the valley of the Albula to the 
Tyrolese frontier. 

The descent is steep but short 
(1 hr.) to Davos am Plata. 



ROUTE 96. 

DAVOS TO StJS AND TARASP IN LOWER 
ENaADimB, BY THE FLUELA PASS. 

A carriage-road of 20 m., kept open 
through the winter. Two diligences 
daily from Lanquart stat to Tarasp 
in 14 hrs. by the Pratigau (Rte. 98), 
and this pass. 

The Fluela Thai leading to this 
pass is entered at Davos JDdrfli, about 
a mile above Davos am Platz, The 
ascent is easy throughout ; there is 
little remarkable in the scenery, which 
is of a wild and dreary nature. There 
is a rude Inn, called Tschuggen, about 
2 hrs. from Davos, and just half-way 
to the pass. The summit (7891 ft.) is 
a small plain occupied by pools of the 
Schotten See {Hospiz Inn, fair). To 
the E. rises the Fluela Weisshom, to the 
W. the Schioarzhom, which is easily 
ascended from this side (Ete. 94). 

After a gradual descent for a time 
towards the S., a wild barren valley is 
seen running E. The road passesalong 
the mountain side above this valley, 
into which it descends by degrees. 
Rt. appears the glacier of Gria- 
letsch, surmounted by the Piz Vadred 
(10,610 ft) 

[At Pra, about an hour from Siis 
the Val Fless opens, up which a rough 
path leads over the Vereina pass 
(8300 ft.) to Klosters (Rte. 94), about 
9 hrs.] 

SUs (2 Inns) is a good 2j^ hours' 
walk from the top of the Fluela^ 

(See Rte. 99.) Digitized by VjUU^iC 
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Sedl 



5 hrs. in carriage, 6 hrs« by short 
catd on foot, are required to reach 
Sua from Davos. 2 hrs. from Siis 
will take the traveller to the Baths of 
Tarasp (Rtc. 99). 



ROUTE 97. 

PASSES OF THE RHATIKOI? — VORARL- 
BERG TO THE PRXtiaAU. 

The Cavell Joch is a fine pass of 
9 or 10 hrs. Guides may be found at 
Brand. 

Leaving Bludenz {Fnn: Post, see 
Handbook for South Germany), and 
crossing the stream, a shady road 
leads to the village of Burs, where 
there is a goree worth visiting even 
by those not bound mountainwards. 
iiearing to the rt., the ascent com- 
mences by zigzags through a pretty 
forest, the vi&age of Biirseberg soon 
appearing on the rt It is a constant 
ascent, commanding views of the 
gorge of the Alvierbach, the moun- 
tains of Vorarlberg, and the glaciers 
of the Scesa Plana, all the way to 

2^ hrs. Brand (decent little Inn), 
A little above Brand the stream is 
crossed and some chalets reached, be- 
yond which the ascent is rougher, 
the path taking an abrupt turn to 
the 1. : the valley is blockea at the up- 
per end by a vast wall of rock 1000 ft. 
high, extending from the Scesa Plana 
to the precipices of the Zimbaspitz. 
The path crosses the stream several 
times until close to the foot of the 
wall, when it finally passes it to a 
steep slope of debris, fallen from the 
Scesa Plana on the rt. Up this the 
ascent lies, and it is a very stiff climb 
of fully 1 hr. to the top of the rocky 
wall, on reaching which the traveller 
beholds a curious scene. Occupying, 
as it were, a sort of crater, and en- 
dosed on all sides by crags and preci- 
pices, a lake is discovered some 150 ft. 
below the path on the other side of 
the wall. It is called the 

1} hr. Liiner See, and is about a 
mile in circumf. ; its waters are carried 
off by 2 subterranean outlets through 
the rocky barrier which rises above 



it from 50 to 200 ft Fine viewtc 
the N. A hut has been fitted up for 
the accommodation of travellers, neir 
the Liiner See, by the German Alp. 
Club. 

[From this point the Scesa Fh'- 
may be ascended in 4 hrs., view ex- 
tremely grand, over Suabia, Bhii 
valley, Lulcs of Ziirich and Wall& 
stadt, Alps of Appenzell, Bern 
Tyrol, to Orteler. Should this asce; 
be combined with the pass, it woiiji 
be advisable to sleep at Brand ^ 
previous night] 

Path continues round the lake tiil 
the opposite side is reached ; tba 
ascent continues, keeping to the rt. 
until the pass (7562 ft.) is reached 
from which splendid view over tk 
Grison and Glarus Alps (6 full h^ 
of constant ascent from Bludenz). 

Descent at first steep grass, thea 
hopeless bog, until reaching chale!> 
in 1 hr. From this point the pai 
is pecidiar. Instead of following tl^ 
course of the stream Tdown wnici, 
however, it is possible out not eisj 
to force a way), it strikes to the it. 
ascending and keening close to li^ 
Scesa Plana, in order to avoid sevenl 
torrents descending from that mom- 
tain. Path bad, boggy, and confususp 
but after a while the true descent s 
observed on the opposite side of ti^ 
last torrent, which is reached in 1 hr 
from the chalets; crossing stream by 
a bridge, a very bad road (in course « 
improvement) leads, in 1 hr., to 

SeewiSy in Pratigau (Inn: Sce» 
Plana), Rte. 94. 

The Schweizerthor is another fiw 
pass. It leads from Vandans w 
Schiersch. The path is up the B^ 
Thai, and S. from the head of i: 
to the col, 7120 f L ; one of tfe 
wildest scenes imaginable, betweei 
the precipices of the Kirchelispitz, ^'• 
and those of the J)rusenfluh,'R. Th* 
descent winds about to avoid the deep 
gullies, and is steep and lonely >^ 
far as Schuders, whence it is easy to 
Schiersch. 

The Drusenthor is the easiest of w* 
passes from the Vorarlberg, some- 
times crossed by horses. It 1^ 
from Schruns to Schiersch. 
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The St. Antonier Thai, a pictur- 
esque side<*slen of the Pratigau, open- 
ing at Kublis, leads to 3 passes, but 
they are too little in the track of 
English travellers to call for notice 
here. 

From Klosters two passes, the 
Schiappiner Joch and Gameira Joch, 
lead in 8 hrs. to St. Gallenkirch and 
Gaschurn respectively. The latter is 
the easier pass. The highest pass in 
this range is the Sardasca Pass, con- 
necting the alps above Klosters with 
Pattenen. 



ROUTE 98. 

CIIIAVENNA, BY VAL BREGAGLIA,TO THE 
CJPFER ENQADINE. 

Cbiavenna to Miles. 

Castasegna ...••. 6 
Promontogno . • . • . 2 

Vico Soprano 3i 

Casaoda ....«,.. 4i 
TopofMaloJaPass. ... 3 

Diligence daily from Chiavenna to 
Maloja in 6 hrs. The reverse way 
in 3 'hrs. 

Since the opening of the St. 
Gothard Railway this has become a 
favourite approach to the Engadine. 
Como is reached as easily as Coire. 
The Toyage up the lake, the short 
railway to Chiavenna, and the com- 
paratively short drive up the beautifol 
val Bregaglia are substituted for the 
somewhat tedious drive over the 
Julier. 

The road ascends by the rt bank 
Df the Maira, in face of a pretty cas- 
cade formed by the Acqua Fraggia 
lescending from a little mountain lake. 
^Lbout 3 m. above Chiavenna it passes, 
>n the opposite side of the river, 
he ^ave of Pleura or Piuro, buried, 
ivith its 2430 Inhab., by the fall of 
M[onte Conto, on the ni?ht of the 4th 
>f Sept. 1618. It was a handsome and 
hrivmg town. It now lies beneath 
b heap of rocks and rubbish, 60 ft 
leep. Every soul within it per- 
shed, and the long-continued ex- 
tavations of all the labourers that 
;ould be collected failed in rescuing 
inything alive or dead. The traces 



of the catastrophe are now nearly 
obliterated, the spot is grown over 
with a wood of chestnuts, and a vil- 
lage of the same name occupies an 
ac^oining site. The inhabitants had 
received many warnings, which were 
unfortunately disregarded. For ten 
years large crevices had existed on 
the mountain ; and heavy rains pre- 
ceded the catastrophe. Masses of 
rock fell the day before the event, 
the rents widened, and shepherds ob- 
served their cattle fly from the spot 
with marks of extreme terror. 

The Val Bregaglia (Prse-Gallia ?) 
— Germ. Bergeller Thai, — shut in by 
high mountains, is one of the most 
fertile and beautiful valleys in the 
Italian Alps. Many of its inhabit- 
ants emigrate, and adopt the business 
of chimneysweeper. 

After passing through Santa Croce 
and Villa di Chiavenna^ each em- 
bosomed in chestnut woods, the road 
reaches the Swiss frontier at 

Castasegna {Inn : Schumacher's Re- 
staurant), 2362 ft. Above this the 
white mulberry no longer flourishes, 
and this is therefore the limit of the 
culture of the silkworm. About 2 m. 
within the frontier, to the rt at 

Promontogno, 2687 ft. (Thn, Bergel- 
lerhof, large, comfortable), a rock pro- 
montory stretches across Ae valley, 
forming a barrier through which the 
carriage road is tunneUed. It is a 
scene of extreme beauty, and the 
vegetation is of the utmost luxuriance. 
On a height above is the Castle of 
Bondo, belonging to that branch of 
the Salis family which is settled in 
England. The ruin of Castelmuro, on 
the hill above Promontogno, is con- 
spicuous by its donjon, from which 
two walls, 15 ft. high and 10 thick, 
descend into the gorge to the river- 
side. The castle formed the key of 
the valley. Its name is derived mm 
the Roman station Ad murum, 

[From Promontogno a road ascends 
in zig-zags to Soglio, a very pictur- 
esque village, 3569 ft above the sea, 
well protected from cold winds, (/nw, 
H. and P. Giovanoli, an old palace 
of the Salis Soglio family, good.)] 

Promontogno stMlS^felfe to tl^e 
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opening of Vai JSondaaca, a most 
romantic glen, terminated by the 
Bondasca Glacier, oyer which lie 2 
steep and somewhat difficult glacier 
passes to Yal Masino — the Fasso di 
Bondo, the W. col, leading to the W, 
branch of the Italian valley and the 
Baths of Masino, the P. di Ferro to 
the £. branch. The head of the V. 
Bondasca, encircled by magnificent 
granite pinnacles, is well worth % 
Tisit Those who do not wish to 
cross from it into Italy will find an 
easier pass leading to the Albi^a 
Glacier (see post\ a most beautiful 
excursion of 8 or 9 hrs. The names 
of the summits between the Bregaglia 
and the Yal Masino were wrongly 
given in the Swiss Federal Atlas. 
The C. del Largo of early explorers 
is now C. di Castello, the Punta Tru- 
binesca Piz Cengalo^ the C. di Tschin- 
gel Piz Badiie. The two last-named 
peaks are conspicuous from St. Moritz 
and many points in the Engadine. 
A steep but easy pass, practicable for 
horses, leads into the Avers Thai.] 

The chestnut here gives place to 
the pine ; the road enters an open and 
pastoral reach of the valley. 

Stampa is the next village; then 
BorgonuovOf beyond which the road 
runs through a waste of rocks swept 
firom the mountain gorges by a flood 
in 1870. 1. is the Fizzo della DuanOy 
10,280 ft. 

Vico Soprano (Vespran) (^Irm: Krone 
or Post, improved), a German village 
of 504 Inhab., 3566 ft. above the sea. 
It is the chief place in Yal Bregaglia, 
which is throughout Protestant. 

Srhe Zocca Pass leads to Val Masino 
to Morbegno in the Yaltellina. 
This easy glacier pass is not often 
traversecC but is very grand. It turns 
S. from the high road, a little aboye 
Y. Soprano, and soon crosses to the 
1. bank of the Albigna torrent, which 
descends in one of the finest water- 
falls in the Alps. After a long and 
steep ascent, the path reaches the 
level of the Albigna glacier, which 
is easy and usuaUy free from cre- 
vasses, to the col, 8957 ft. A steep 
descent leads to the Kasica Alp, at 
the E. head of Yal Masino, about 



2 hrs. from the beaatifoUy situated 
Baths of Masino, in the W. branc'i 
of the valley. Down the wild sail 
striking Yal Masino there is a gt>3J 
road to Morbegno (Rte. 101).] 

The road now zig^zag^s throafi 
forest (old path shorter) to a hx^ 
level, near the end of which, just usds 
the Maloja, lies 

Caaaccia {Inn: Hotel Stampa'.i 
hamlet at the junction of the Ser- 
merandForcellmapasses(see Kte.^-. 
descending from Val Fomo 4790- 
At this place begins the final ascer. 
and the road, leaving a ruined Ch. c'- 
Gaudenzio 1., winds towards the ste^ 
and wooded crescent of the Mali.^ 
ridee. 

The upper part of the valler - 
walled in by precipices, up one . 
which the road climbs by a series > 
terraces, and at one of the anc'^ 
half-way up, a path turns aside tc ^ 
Fall of the Ordlegna, which is wo'- 
seeing (5 min. there and back). !> 
conductor of the diligence will ti- 
you there by a short path up ^ 
zigzags, and you can catch the <t* 
gence at the top. 

Malqfa Pass (5942 ft.) About thnr 
quarters of a mile further is (Kuri>^ 
Maloja, an enormous establishing 
built b^ a Belgian company, «U 
offers visitors the most varied attir 
tions — pigeon-shooting, &c. E.Ci- 
H. Chalet ; Malojakulm). The h- 
gian company have built cbatewl 
in the neighbourhood which ar« > 
for the season, and the forme!': 
deserted wind-swept pasturage ^4 
completely lost its native character. | 

Unlike most alpine passes, t^j 
summit of the Maloja is a ^M 
bank only a few feet higher than i I 
lake of Sils. The traveller who i^ 
climbed the steep ascent out of:^ 
narrow head of Yal Bregaglia, i» 
himself suddenly introduced to r 
very different landscape of the Up >-' 
Engadine. 

For excursions from Maloja '^ 
the road to St. Moritz, see Rte. 9? 
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KOUTE 99. 

THE ENGADINE. MALOJA TO NAUDERS 
AND THE PASS OF FINSTERMUNZ. 

Maloja. £ag. m. 

Sils 4i 

St.Morltz 7i 

Samaden 3 

Scanfs 12 

Zernetz 7i 

Tarasp-Bad 16 

Martinsbrtlck • ... 13 
Nauders .••••• 4i 
FiiistermUnz « . • • • 2^ 

Diligences from Chiavenna to Samd- 
den: and from Samaden to Nauders 
in 9J hrs. A good carriage-road, 
made by the Swiss Government 
1860-66. From Maloja to Landeck 
two days' drive, stopping at Tarasp 
Baths. 

The Engadine (Rom. Engiadina)^ or 
Valley of the Inn, is nearly 60 miles 
long, and is one of the highest inha- 
bited valleys among the Alps, vary- 
ing between 5897 ft. above the sea, at 
Sils, and 3343 ft. at Martinsbruck. It 
is naturally divided into two districts 
— the Oher Engadin extending from 
the Maloja to near Zernetz, and 
the Unter Engadin thence to the 
frontier of Tyrol. There is no other 
valley among the Alps where so 
many and such- populous villages are 
to be found at so great an eleva- 
tion. It has at least 20 important tri- 
butary valleys. Owing to its height, 
and the barrier of glaciers which 
separates it from Italy, the Ober 
Engadin possesses a severe climate. 
In May 1799 the French artillery 
crossed the lakes on the ice. It may 
be regarded as one great meadow 
from end to end. The hay is cut in 
the middle of July, and the cattle, 
which are the wealth of the people, 
feed on the grass until the snow 
descends. The Unter Engadin is 
nearly one continuous defile, down 
which the road descends rapidly, at 
times on a level with the Inn, at 
others high up on the edge of preci- 
pices. There is very little level 
^ound, and the lower slopes are 
covered with forest. The Engadine is 
one of the most opulent valleys 



among the Alps ; but the source of 
its wealth must be sought for in an- 
other theatre. The sons of the valley, 
for the most part, quit home at an 
early age, scatter themselves over the 
Continent, and are to be foimd in most 
of the capitals working as pastrycooks, 
confectioners, distillers of liqueurs, 
clerks in warehouses, keepers of cafes, 
and sellers of chocolate. Many of 
them thus acquire independence, and 
become millionnaires in florins, with 
which they return to end their days 
in their native valley. They display 
their wealth especially in the architec- 
ture of their houses, which are distin- 
guished by their large dimensions and 
solidity, by their decorations of white- 
wash, giloing, frescoes, escutcheons, 
and elaborate wrought-iron grilles and 
gates. One reason for their large size 
is that they often comprise, under the 
same roof, bam, stable, and cowshed. 
Owing to the severity of the climate 
the cattle must be kept indoors during 
the 7 or 8 months of winter. Poverty 
is rare, beggary almost unknown ; and 
the people, who are — except at the 
village of Tarasp^ Protestants, are 
creditably distinguished for their mo- 
rality. Their pastors are held in great 
respect, but their pay is miserable. 

The language is Eomansch (see 
Kte. 81), but German is taught 
in the schools ; among the re- 
turned emigrants, in almost every 
village, may be found individuals 
speaking French, Italian, or even 
English. The wine of the Valtel- 
lina may be had good and cheap. 
/«a, the liqueur of the country, is 
flavoured with the alpine plant Achillea 
moschata, a species of milfoil. The 
vaUey contains 10,600 Inhab, 

Most of the higher sheep-pastures 
of the Engadine are let out every 
summer to Bergamasque shepherds, 
from the valleys Seriana and Bremba- 
na, — a wild set of men, but hardy and 
honest, clad in homespun brown and 
white blankets, and feeding frugallv 
on polenta of maize-meal, and a littfe 
cheese. They arrive about the begin- 
ning of July, with their flocks lean and 
meagre, after their long march, per- 
formed generally^u^,^tf^e^o^^^^1^e 
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night. After a solitary sojourn of 
nearly 3 months, spending often the 
night as well as the day in the open air, 
they return home with fattened flocks 
and long fleeces, which are sold to 
the wool manufacturers of Bergamo. 

Since 1852, when the influx of tra- 
vellers began to increase, great im- 
provements have taken place in the 
accommodation. Many new inns have 
been built throughout the Engadine, 
and the villages have for the most 
part entirely lost their characteris- 
tic aspect of homely, unpretentious 
comfort 

Mahja (See Rte. 98). 

[This is the startiug-place for several 
excursions and glacier expeditions. 
On the Monte Lunghino (9120 ft.), be- 
tween the passes of the Septimer, 
Julier, and Maloia, are the sources of 
the Maira, the Oberhalbstein Rhein, 
and the Inn, which respectively flow 
into the Adriatic, the North Sea, and 
the Black Sea. A small lake on 
the E. side of the peak, 2. hrs. from 
the hotel, is the Source of the Inn. 
The view from Monte Lunghino 
(on the ridge right of the peak), is 
very fine. 

In the opposite direction a visit 
to the tarn known as the Logo di 
Cavloccio^ may oe, combined with the 
Forno glacier. This long ice- stream 
exhibits all the phenomena of more 
famous glaciers, except tourists, out 
of whose beat it still lies. There is 
often a fine ice-cave at its extremity, 
and the cirque at its head between 
the fine peaks of the Cima di CasteUo, 
] 1,160 ft., Monte Sissone and the Cima 
del Jiosso (all of which can be as 
cended from it), is a very striking 
scene (3 hrs.* waUc from Maloja). A 
pass known to the shepherds connects 
the lower part of the Forno glacier 
with the chalets at the foot of the 
Albigna glacier, a fine walk. An 
active pedestrian might, in place of 
descending, cross a second pass to 
Val Bondasca, thus obtaining a com- 
plete view of the very grand scenery 
of this granite chain. 

A fine and not difiicult glacier pass, 
Passo di SissonCf leads to Val Masino. 
On the 1, from the foot of the Forno 



glacier, a path ascends to the Mu- 
retto pass (Rte. 100). 

From Maloja travellers may visit 
the smooth monotonous Val Fedoz, 
closed by a glacier, and continue 
along the S. shore of the Lake of 
Sils by a charming path to Sils Maria, 
or turn rt into the Fexthal. From the 
head of Val Fedoz is a glacier pass to 
Val Malenco. There is a steep grass- 
pass into the Fexthal. The ascent 
of the Fiz delta Margna (10,257 ft.), the 
bold summit'perpetually in sight from 
the Ober Engadin, is also made from 
here in 4 hrs. It commands a noble 
view.] 

Leaving Maloja the high road down 
the Engadine descends a'few feet, bat 
the peculiarity of this pass is that on 
one side there is little descent; in 
fact, the fall to the lake of St. Moritz, 
or in 12 m., is only 140 ft. and the 
village of St. Moritz stands higher 
than the top of the pass. The travel- 
ler soon encounters the infant Inn (in 
Romansch Oen or Ent), which hastens 
to pour itself into the Lake of Sils, 5887 
ft above the sea, and 3^ m. long, ex- 
tending as far as Sils. Below the 
lake a road on rt leads through SiU 
(Inn: Badrutt's H. de la Grande 
Vue, sometimes let as a villa) to 

Sils Maria {Inns: Edelweiss, com- 
fortable ; Alpenrose, good), the pret- 
tiest village in the Engadine. It 
is situated on a beautiful sheltered 
meadow under Fiz CorvatscJiy at the 
mouth of Val Fex, and opposite the 
rocky peaks of Fiz Lungen. 

[The foot of the Fex glacier is 5 J m. 
or 2 hrs. from Sils Maria, and is well 
worth visiting : grand glacier view, 
with the peaks (from 1. to rt.) of tV 
ChapUtchin, Fiz Tremoggia, la Chaput- 
scha, and Fiz GHz, Char-road to 
Curtins (3 m.), whence, the Fuorch 
Fexy a steep foot-pass leads 1. between 
the Chapiitschin and Piz Corvatsch to 
the Roseg Glacier, and thence to 
Pontresina. The Fex Glacier or C^^- 
putscha Pass leads over toChiesa in Val 
Malenco. It is an easy glacier pass 
of 8 hrs., and is often crossed in sum- 
mer by parties of haymakers coming 
from the S. valleys, Guide and rope 
requisite,] zedbyvjuuvic 
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The lake of Sils is succeeded by 
those of Silvaplana and Campf^r. 
About 1 hr. brings a carriage to 

Silvaplana (H. de la Poste, or Riv' 
Alta, good; Wilden Mann, cheap ; H. 
Corvatsch ; Haus Bizzi), situated on 
meadows, between 2 lakes, feeders and 
reservoirs of the river Inn, and in 
close proximity to fine larch and 
Pinus cemhra woods, 5960 ft. above 
the sea, and 3^ m. from St. Moritz. 

[Excursions to the Inn in the Roseg- 
thai (5 hrs.) and Pontresina by the 
Fuorda da Surlei, 9042 ft. The path 
ascends S. from the chalets of Surlei 
towards a glacier on the flank of Piz 
Corvatsch. Near the foot of the ice 
it turns 1., up rocks to the pass from 
which the peaks of the Bernina chain 
and the Hoseg glacier are finely seen. 

From the pass, Piz Corvatsch may 
be reached in 2 to 2 J hrs. over easy 
snowslopes; rope and guide neces- 
sary.] 

Svtrleiy half-ruined by floods, in 1 795, 
1 m. distant, on the other side of the 
lake, commands a distant view of the 
Brcgaglia mountains. There is a 
beautiful walk from it through the 
forest to St. Moritz Kurhaus. 

Piz Julier, a steep rock peak N. of 
the Eng^adine, conspicuous in the view 
from Pontresina, may be climbed. It 
was a stiff scramble, but the way has 
recently been made easy. 

From Silvaplana the road skirts the 
Campfer Jjake to 

Campfer {Inns : H. Julier ; H. 
d'Angleterre, both good). Fine view 
of the CJampfer Lake, backed by Piz 
dclla Margna. Here two roads branch, 
one running direct along the moun- 
tain side t-o St. Moritz, the other to 
the Kurhaus, dipping to the rt. into 
a prettily wooded gorge. Campfdr is 
about the same distance as St. Moritz 
Dorf from the Bad, and an omnibus 
runs to and fro. 

St MoritZy Bad* on the rt. bank 
of the river, just above its influx into 
the green lake of St. Moritz, 5804 ft. 
above the sea. This establishment, 

■ • A Season at SL Moritz * (Longmans)' 
by Dr. Burney Yeo, of King's CoU. Hosp., 
gives a full and interesting account of the 
medical aspects of St. Morita. 



of 80 baths and an hotel which can 
accommodate 300 persons, was built 
in 1836. It has recently been greatly 
enlarged. Near are the H. Victoria du 
Lac, Hof St. Moritz, and Bellevue. 
A covered hall, for exercise in wet 
weather, leads to the 2 springs — the 
St. Maurice and Paracelsus. The 
former, the Old Source, there is reason 
to believe, was used by the Romans, 
and the waters were visited and highly 
praised by Paracelsus in 1539, by Con- 
rad Gesner and Wettstein. They fell 
into disuse at the close of the last cen- 
tury, but are now, together with the 
fine mountain air, considered a remedy 
for many maladies. The water is 
chalybeate, sparkling with free car- 
bonic acid, and containing, besides 
the small quantity of iron, carbonates 
of lime, magnesia and soda, and sul- 
phate of soda. It is used internally 
and for baths. As an internal remedy 
it is tonic and refreshing. Its defect 
is the large amount of lime in solution, 
which makes it constipating, and 
unfits it for congestion of the liver, 
for which it has been erroneously re- 
commended. For bathing, the water 
is heated, and owes its virtues to the 
pungent eflects of the free carbonic 
acid on the skin. The baths are of 
wood, unless you pay 5 fr. extra for 
one of marble. Dr. A. Biermaun is 
the physician of the establishment, 
and speaks English fluently ; Dr. Vera- 
guth and Dr. Berry, Surgeon of Divi- 
sion in the Federal army, practitioners 
at St. Moritz. Early hours are kept, a 
band playing during the season from 
7 to 9 A.M. 

The Eurhaus is situated on flat land, 
at the foot of Piz Rosatsch. It has 
little view, but many pretty walks: 
one through the woods towards Surlei ; 
another along the side of St. Moritz 
lake to the Meierei (farm), and thence 
to Pontresina, 4 m. ; anotber of } hr. 
to a point of view on the slope of Piz 
Rosatsch. 

The Kurhaus hotel is very com- 
fortable: pension 10 fr. 25 c. The 
season begins on the 151 h of June and 
ends on the 15th of September, but 
in ordinary years sojne of the finept 
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weather occurs later. During the 
season the thermometer may sink 
for 3 or 4 days to 40° Fahr., but the 
average in the daytime is 57°, and for 
the first half of October, often in 
brilliant weather, 52°, and at no time 
of the year is snow impossible. The 
winters are severe, but sunny. In 
1869 the St. Moritz Skating Club 
(mainly English) commenced their 
pastime on the 25th of Oct., and en- 
joyed it imtil the end of March. On 
the 24th of Jan. the minimum ther- 
mometer registered —13°, and the ice 
on the lake was 3 ft. thick. 

On leaving the Baths the road 
recrosses the river, and leads up a long 
mile and a quarter to the village of 

St. Moritz Dorf (^Hotels : Engadiner 
Kulm, on the ridge at the upper end of 
the village, very large house, pension 
9 fr., frequented by English; H. 
Caspar Badruth (both open all the 
year). There are many smaller 
houses in the village and between it 
and the baths, and the number in- 
creases yearly. Among these may be 
mentioned H. and P. Suisse ; H. Bel- 
vedere; H. Post; H. Wettstein; H. 
Gartmann ; H. Veraguth, civil land- 
lord, fair cooking, pension 7 fr. There 
are numerous pensions). 

St. Moritz, with 500 Inhab., is 
pleasantly situated, with a S. aspect, 
on the slope of the mountain, 6100 ft. 
above the sea. Woods of larch and 
cembra close picturesquely round it ; 
below, at a depth of 300 feet, is seen 
the little lake; E. the eye ranges 
down the Engadine as far as Zernetz, 
and westward to the peaks beyond the 
Maloja pass. The landscape, without 
the grandeur of Central Switzerland 
or the romantic beauty of the Italian 
Alps, has a bright and pleasing 
aspect. 

The village is large, and a pleas- 
anter, drier, and generally warmer 
place of residence than the Kurhaus, 
though exposed at times to the full 
force of the bitter winds which sv^eep 
along the trough of the Engadine. 
There is good trout fishing in the 
streams and in the lake. The spin- 
ning minnow is a good bait. A hank 
is open at St. Moritz all the year, and 



there are several well-provided shops 
open in summer. 

Drs. Holland and Berry (all the 
year); Dr. Drummond (in summer); 
Mr. Schaffner, American dentist (in 
summer). 

English and Boman Catholie 
Churches have been built. The E. Ch. 
is halfway between the Baths and 
village. In winter E. C. S. in the 
Kuhn Hotel. 

Carriages, — 1 horse, for the day, 15 
fr. ; 2 horses, 30 fr. ; to Pontresina, 7 
to 8 fr. ; Bernina Pass, 15, 30 ; Sils 
Marie, 8, 16; Maloja, 10 to 12, 2C. 
There is a printed TaHf, 

An Electric Hallway to Pontresina 
is projected. 

Guides. — 6 to 8 fr. the day; return, 
6fr. SeeT&ri?. 

There are many pleasant walks:— 
down the meadows to the goi:ge and 
fall of the /««, below the lake ; to the 
Alp Laret, 1^ hr. N.E.; to the Piz 
St. Gian, ^ hr. or the J./^tna restaurant, 
from which fine views are gained over 
the upper part of the Inn valley. 

Longer Excursions are (a) to Sils 
Maria and the Fex Thai i (6) Piz Nair 
10,040 ft, 3 hrs.' ascent. View of 
the Bernina chain as beautiful as 
from Piz Languard. (c) Up the 
Suvretta] valley, over a pass past the 
little lake (8590 ft.) under Pia Nair, 
and down the North Suvretta vaUej, 
and the vaUey of Bevers, to Bevers 
(7 hrs.). Back by road to St. Moriu 
(see also p. 269). (d) Piz Ot (see 
Samftden). (e) Pontresina (Rte. 100). 
This is a pleasant walk of about 4 m. 
From the Kurhaus the new path is 
along the S. shore of the little lake. 
From the village the path crosses the 
stream just below the lake, near the 
waterfall, and thenkeeps near the shore 
of the lake to the Meierei mentioned 
above, where the two paths meet. The 
path then bears rather to the L, past 
the little Statzer See, and then turns to 
the rt., but going round the foot of the 
Kosatch. Beware of taking one of the 
paths going up into the wood. Keep- 
ing to the rt., Pontresina will soon be 
seen. The path crosses a foot-bridge 
below the village. Ascents of Pi: 
Sosatsoh,^S^l^^„gf^ei, 10.456 ft, 
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or Piz Gorvatschf 11,345 ft.,— all easy 
for good walkers with a guide. 

The road after leaving St. Moritz 
winds down a wooded zigzag, with 
charming peeps of the snowy moun- 
tain tops, and of the Inn, gently flow- 
ing through meadows, to the cneerful 
hamlets of Cresta and Celerina — Bom. 
ScMaringa — (Inn: H- Murail), where 
a cross road diverges to Pontre- 
sina. Here the valley broadens out to 
a plain about 1} m. across, and this 
continues to be its character as far as 
Cinuschel, 12 m. lower down. 1} m. 
of rather marshy country brings the 
traveller to 

Samdden (5600 ft.) (Rom. Samedan), 
the principal and wealthiest village in 
the Upper Engadine, with 700 Inhab., 
shops and lodgmg-houses. {Hotels: H. 
Bernina, well Kept, moderate, open all 
year. Kurhaus Samaden or En- 
gadinerhof ; H. des Alpes ; Krone ; 
Innthal, small.) 

Eng, Ch. S. in the English chapel, a 
picturesque edifice designed by Mr. 
Ernest George, architect, of London. 

Here is a curious mansion of the 
Salis family, now owned by Mons. 
A. de Planta. These are both old and 
noted Engadine families. The Salis 
no longer reside in the valley, but the 
Plantas do, and are possessed of con- 
siderable property and influence. 
Both families have branches in Eng- 
land. A bear's paw (Planta), of fre- 
quent occurrence on buildings, is the 
crest of that family. Samaden is 
situated on rising ground under Piz 
Padella, but opposite a marshy plain 
through which the river flows in a 
straight line between artificial banks. 
Its position is central and convenient, 
but unpicturesque. Guides, horses, 
and carriages in abundance. Samd.den 
is 11 hrs. from Coire, 6 from Ohia- 
venna, and 14 from Tirano. 

Charges, — Horse to Piz Ot, 9 fr, ; 
Muottas Murail, 8 fr. Carriage, 1-horse, 
to St. Moritz Baths, 5 fr.; Silvaplana, 
6 ; Sils, 8; Maloja, 12; Pontresina, 
3.50; Morteratsch Glacier, 7 ; Bernina 
Pass, 12; Ponte, 4. For 2 horses the 
charge is about double: to Coire by 
the Albula, 120 fr.,by the Julier, 130 ; 
Chiavenna, 60 ; Le Prese, 55; Bormio, 



130 ; Tarasp, 65 ; Davos by the 
Fluela, 70. 

Guide to Piz Ot, 7 fr.; Piz Padella, 
5; Muottas Murail, 4; Piz Lan- 
g^ard, 8. 

l^Excursions. — (a) Ascent of the 
Muottas Murail to the S.E. (8273 ft), in 
2 J hrs. (Rte. 100). (b) Ascent of Piz Ot, 
to the N.N.E. (10,660 ft.), in 3i hrs. 
by a good path, but steeper than that 
of the Piz Languard (Bte. 100); the 
view is in some respects finer, in- 
cluding the crest of the Monte della 
Disgrazia, and showing the Bernina 
group under a more imposing aspect. 
Horses may be taken half-way, as far 
as a fountain of delicious water that 
issues from under a block of granite. 
A guide is requisite except for ex- 
perienced travellers, (c) The Severs 
Thai (see below). The old Church of 
St. Peter, N.W., and 300 ft above the 
village, contains the tombs of the Salis, 
Planta, and other Engadine families.] 

Diligence to Coire daily. Opposite 
Sam&den is the valley of Pontresina 
with the road to the Bernina Pass 
(Rte. 100). 

After leaving Sam§,den, the high 
road is dull as far as Zernetz. 
The first village is Bevers, 

[Hence excursion up the i^^^rs Thal^ 
the most picturesque of the northern 
glens of the Engadine. Botany in- 
teresting: good char-road for some 
distance up, 6 hrs. going and return- 
ing. There are glacier passes from 
it to the Albula and Julier roads 
(Rte. 92), and a rough horse-path 
over a low ridge to St Moritz, an 
excursion of 7 or 8 hrs. of which 3-4 
on foot or horse.] 

4J m. Ponte {Inns: Albula; Krone, 
both good and moderate), where 
the Albula road falls into the valley 
(Rte. 93). Rt. is Piz Mezzem, 9728 
ft. The possession of the bridge 
which gives name to this village was 
desperately disputed by the French 
and Austrians on the 9th March, 
1799. They fought for 6 hrs. in 
the snow, which in some places was 
5 ft. deep. Opposite Ponte is Campo- 
vasfo, or Camogask, at the mouth of 
Val Chiamuera, leading by the Fuorcla 
Pass to the Val da Fain, and by 
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its W. branch, Val Lavirun, by the 
Lomirun Pass to Val Livigno. 

) m. Maduiem (Inn: Guardaral), 
and over it the ruined Castle of Guar- 
daval, built 1251 by Bp. Volkard of 
Coire, to g^ard his estates. The story 
of its capture by Adam of Camogask 
is a myth. [N. is Val d'Eschia, and 
at its head the easy glacier Eachia Pass 
to Ber^un by Val I'uors. From the 
pass, Piz Kesch, 11,211 ft., the highest 
peak in the chain N. of the Engadine 
can be ascended by fair climbers.] 

2 J m. Zutz (Inns: H. Concordia, 
large, eood ; Schweizerbund, good; 
P. Poult. 5617 ft.) A tower remains 
of the Stammhaus, or original castle of 
the Planta family, who, as far back 
as 1139, held the Engadine in fief. 
The climate here first becomes milder, 
Zutz being sheltered from the blasts 
descending from the Maloja, and on 
the N. by Piz Griatschouls (9754 ft.). 
The village is consequently gaining 
in reputation as a winter resort for 
patients. 

Hm.Scanfs (Inns: Traube ; Stein- 
bock; Stern, all poor). Pop. 500. (Val 
Casanna opens, see Bte. 102 .) 

1} m. Capella, 

[Here the path across the Scaletta 
pass to Davos turns oflF. There is char- 
road up the Sulsanna Thai, as far as 
Sulsanna, and thence, bridle-path over 
the Scaletta Pass, 8613 ft The sum- 
mit of the pass is a wild plateau, be- 
tween the Piz Vadret, 10,610 ft., and 
Scaletta glacier rt, and the Bocken- 
horn, 10,038 ft. 1.; the actual top 
being marked by a hut for shelter. 
There is not much view from the col, 
but the valleys on both sides are 
pleasing. The descent lies down the 
Bischma Thai. From Diirrenboden 
in the Dischma Thai there is a char- 
road which falls into the high road 
about a quarter of a mile above 
Davos. From Capella to Davos is 
about 8 hrs. Guide not wanted. 
Good walkers, with a rope, may avoid 
the dull part of the pass and obtain 
a magnincent view by crossing the 
glacier of Piz Vadret ( Valloria Pass). 
The S. peak of Piz Vadret is easily 
plimbed; the K. is difficult. 

Jn 1322 a troop under the Count 



of Montfort were pursued with sireat 
slaughter over tne Scaletta Pass. 
They had crossed the mountains on a 
raid from the Engadine to Davos, but 
were met and defeated at Kriegsmat- 
ten in the Dischma Thai. Relics of 
this fight have been found in recen: 
times. 

The Sertig Pass also leads from the 
valley of Sulsanna to Davos in aboct 
9 hrs. On the Fontana Alp, at tht 
head of the valley, this path diverge:; 
1. from that to the Scaletta, following 
the L bank of the stream. IB^rom the 
col, 9062 ft., are seen the Piz Kesch 
and Porchabella glacier. From Dorfii 
there is a char-road.] 

Ciwischel is the last village of Ober 
Engadin. The Inn valley here nar- 
rows, and the road enters a pine- 
forest. Near Brail the road crosses 
a stream from the N. by a new stoue 
bridge — PutU Auta (Ponte Alto, 
which marks the division beti^-een 
Upper and Lower Engadine. High up 
on the 1. may be seen the old Punt 
Auta of wood, by which the old road 
spanned the ravine. 2 m. lower down 
our road crosses the Inn by a wooden 
covered bridge. The pointed Pii 
Linard first comes in sight a short 
wa;^ before entering the expanded 
basin, covered with crops of barley, 
in which lies 

7J m. Zemetz (B'Ar, good), at the 
junction of the Spol with the Inn. 

This large viUage, 4912 ft. above 
the sea, was destroyed by fire in 1872, 
except the church, which stands de- 
tached. 

[An excursion may be made to Val 
Cluoza, just within the opening of the 
Val Fuom. Densely covered below 
with primeval forest, the haunt of the 
bear, it branches into 2 desolate glens, 
aptly called Valley of Socks and Valley 
of the Devil (del Sasso : del Diavel). 
The latter (to the L), with hu^e and 
strangely-coloured dolomitic cGfi^, is 
perhaps the wilder and more striking. 
There is a fine pass at its head to Val 
Fiera and Livigno (7-9 hrs.' walking). 

Up the valley of Fuom runs a 
carnage-road by the (Jfener or Buffa- 
lora Pass to Sta. Maria in the Miinster 
Thai— 7 hrs\ walking (6 hrs*. drive to 
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Mais). In its ascent from Zemetz 
the road rises high above the ravine 
of the SpoL The Ofen branch 
enters a pine-clad valley ivith one 
solitary house — the humble but hos- 
pitable Ofen Wirthshaus, This is 2^ 
hrs. from the Ofeaer Pass, 7070 ft. 
The Munster Thai is reached at 
Cierfs in 1^ hr., and 2 hrs. more 
bring you to Santa Maria. By keep- 
ing to the rt branch of the stream 
in ascending from Zemetz, the Yal 
Xdvigno is entered, and from the head 
of this Italian valley you may return to 
Switzerland, either by a pass to the S. 
which takes you into the Bemina road 
at Pisciadella, or by one W. into the 
Val da Fain, leading to the Bernina 
Houses, or by the Casanna Pass 
(Rte. 102).] 

On quitting Zemetz the road crosses 
the Inn on an iron bridge and traverses 
a picturesque wooded defile. The 
vista is closed by the snowy Piz 
Linard. 

3} m. Biis {Inns : Schweizerhof ; 
Khaetia— both fair; Fluela), a dirty 
village, surmounted by a castle, of 
which the foundations may be Koman. 

tHere is the \ unction of the road from 
)avos by the Fluela Pass (Bte. 96, 
diligence daily), and the footpath by 
the Vereina Pass from Klosters (Rte. 
94). The latter, 8133 ft, and badly 
marked, requires a guide.] 

If m. Lavin (^Intis: H. Linard ; Stein- 
bock), a village rebuilt after a fire in 
1869. 

[N. rises the pyramidal Piz Linard, 
11,208 ft., the highest of the Silv- 
retta Alps, and of the entire range 
N. of the Engadine^ excepting Piz 
Kesch, which is 3 ft. higher. It there- 
fore commands an uninterrupted view, 
and the path has been so improved 
by the Swiss Alp. Club that it presents 
no unusual dimculties. The moun- 
tain stands between the parallel val- 
leys of Sagliains and Lavinuoz. The 
course from Lavin is by the latter, and 
by a side glen called Glims, to the 
foot of the S. ar§te, the only point from 
which the peak is easily accessible. 
The sununit is a narrow ridge ter- 
minating N., at the highest point in 
a precipice. The ascent is made from 



either SUs or Lavin, but it is neces- 
sary either to start at 3 A.M., or to 
sleep in a hut halfway up the moun- 
tain. Planta, of Siis, is a good guide. 

Under Piz Linard opens the narrow 
glen of Val Lavinuoz; a good path 
leads to the glacier. Competent ice- 
men will find no difficulty in turjaing 
its icefall, and thus reaching the 
upper level of the Silvretta glaciers 
and the passes leading to Klosters. 
These, however, are generally ap- 
proached through Val Tuoi, which 
affords an easier route.] 

From Piz Miezdi (9593 ft.), S. of 
Lavin, an ascent of 4 hrs., the Silvretta 
Femer and long vista of the Engadine 
are well seen. The names Lavin, 
Zutz, and Ardetz, are said to be 
Romansch corruptions of the Latin 
Lavinium, Tutium, and Ardea. 

Beyond Lavin the mountains slope 
to a precipitous chasm, which forms 
the bed of the Inn, and the villages 
are often perched on steep heights, as 
in the case of 

Guarda {Inns : Sonne ; Silvretta, 
fair ; good guides). Here Vol Tvoi 
opens with fine glacier passes to the 
Pratigau and Montafun. Piz Buin, 
one of the highest of the Silvretta 
Femer can be climbed in 6 hrs. 

b\ m. Ardetz (Inns : Sonne; Kreuze ; 
Krone), situated high above the river, 
but commanded by a castle called 
Steinsberg, rising above it on preci- 
pitous rocks. N. is Piz Cotschen, 
10,925 ft, a grand point of view. A 
steep descent under threatening cliffs 
brings the road again to the level of 
the Inn. The scene is very striking. 

[Near Ardetz, Val Tasna, one of 
the most imposing glens of the Sil- 
vretta group, opens N. It leads to 
the Futschdl Pass, a fine glacier pass 
by which the traveller attains Galthiir, 
the highest village in the Austrian 
Paznaunthal. On his rt in descend- 
ing is the noble peak of the Flucht- 
horn (11,142 ft.), a difficult ascent 
This chain and the valleys on its 
N. are too little visited by English 
travellersj 

5i m. Tarcup'Bad (4182 ft) (Bath- 
house and Hotel), one of the largest 
establishments Piitz^vt^eKelOlfOP^ibuilt 



286 



ROUTE 99. — FONTANA, WALKS, EXCURSIONS. 



Sect. I. 



by a company at a cost of 60,000/. ; 
200 rooms, 300 beds, 70 baths. 
The Mineral Spnngs^-2 saline-alka- 
line, resembling those of Kissingen 
and Vichy; 2 acidulous-chalybeate 
(tonic), nearly identical with those of 
St. Moritz. The Climate is alpine and 
bracing, but mitigated, and the air not 
so dry or rare as in the Upper Enga- 
dine. Eng. Ch, S. Resident physician. 
The Kurhaus lies between the road 
and river, at the bottom of a deep 
trench, in a situation with little yiew 
and few charms for lovers of the pic- 
turesque. To most English tastes 
the villages of Schuls and Vulpera, 
placed respectively at the same height 
on the N. and S. slopes of the valley, 
ofifer preferable residences. In select- 
ing between them it should be borne 
in mind that the N. hillsides are bare 
and dull, but command fine views, 
while S. of the Inn, at a height of 
500 to 1500 ft. above its channel, 
stretch a series of wooded terraces, 
afiPbrding shady and picturesque 
walks which can be extended into 
the wild glens of the dolomitic range. 
At Schuls, therefore, the traveller 
finds a fine view and a dull neigh- 
bourhood; at Vulpera, charming near 
walks, but a somewhat dreary pros- 
pect of the opposite N. chain. 

S. of the Inn, 500 ft. above the 
river, stands 

Vulpera (Inns : Bellevue ; Vulpera, 
both good ; Alpenrose : Pemions : 
Karl, Steiner, Tell). On the same 
side of the valley lies 

Font^na, the largest of the hamlets 
forming the commune of Taraspy 
4596 ft. above the sea (H. Tarasp, 
new). It is situated below the ruins 
of Tarasp CasHe, formerly residence 
of the Austrian Bailiffs, and now the 
property of M. A. de Planta. It was 
rebuilt after 1625 when it was de- 
stroyed by lightning. There is a 
pleasant path to Ardetz by the rt. 
bank of the Inn. 

The neighbourhood is distinguished 
for the number and potency of its 
mineral springs, rising on a line of 
fault between the gneiss and mica- 
slate for a distance of 3 m., and not 
far from them, in places, issue Mofettes, 



or jets of carbonic acid gas, destruc- 
tive to insects, mice, or birds that ap- 
proach them ; one, which strangers 
generally visit, is about 15 min. walk 
from Schuls, near the old road to 
Fettan. 

IJ m. beyond Tarasp-Badf on the 
high road looking S. is 

Schuls — Kom. Schuol — (/nrw ; in 
Ober-Schuls, Belvedere, very good ; 
H. Post ; H. and P. Schuls ; Pir 
Chiampatsch, all good) the most popu- 
lous place in the Engadine, containing 
900 Inhab., and grandly situated. 
Below the old ch., 2 bridges over the 
Inn and the Glemgia lead to Tarasp. 

Physician : J. Pemisch, M.I)., 
Wurzburg, speaks English, attends 
Tarasp Kaths. 

[These villages or Tarasp-Bad may 
be used bv the traveller as a centre 
from which numerous ascents and 
passes can be made. 

Walks, a. Take the river-path to 
the castle and return by Vulpera. I, 
N. over the Fettan Alp to Val Tasna, 
and return by the ruined castle of 
Steinsberg at Ardetz. c. "Walk or 
drive down the valley to Sins^ perhaps 
the neatest village in the Engadine, 
with old frescoes on the walls of the 
houses and a fine view. Return by 
Weisshaus. d. To the plateau of St. 
Jon, on the rt. bank of the river, — a 
lawn of mossy turf, with an old ruin, 
the whole surrounded by forest. 

Excursions, a. N. of Schuls is Val 
Glozza, running up to the Minschun, 
10,076 ft, and Piz Chiampatsch, 9580 ft 
The latter, which rises N.E. of the 
valley, may be ascended in about 4 
hrs., and commands an excellent view 
of the Lower Engadine, and of the 
glaciers of the Suvretta Alps, and 
Orteler country. Ladies can ride to 
within \ hr. of the top, and the path 
above is easy and safe. 

h. On the S., the Miinster Thai may 
be reached by Vol Scarl, a narrow 
and savage valley, in the woods of 
which bears are still found ; the dis- 
tance to Sta. Maria being about the 
same as that by the Buffalora Pass. 
There is a very rough car-road for 
some distance. 

c. Just E. of Val Scarl the Val Lis- 
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channa offers a wild rte. to the exten- 
sive Lischanna glacier and Fiz X»s- 
cJiannaj a dolomite peak. A hut has 
been erected near the glacier. De- 
scent can be made by Fiz Comet into 
Val Scesvenna, returning by the Scarl 
Thai. 

d. PizFisoc (10,427 ft), with snowy 
crest, which fronts the Kurhaus, re- 
quires a good guide. It has been as- 
cended in 4 J hrs. from Tarasp-bad by 
Val Zuort. The lower cliffs are sur- 
mounted by means of a snow-filled 
couloir. The general steepness and 
intricacy of the rte. are the aifficulties. 

e. The tmtr of Fiz Fisoc is made 
by Val Scarl, Val Minger, and Val 
Plafna. 6 to 8 hrs. through very wild 
scenery. 

/. The pine-woods of the Val d*Assa, 
below Eemiis, enclose a beautiful 
waterfall, and 5 m. up the valley, in a 
deep cavern, is the Fontana Christaina^ 
an intermittent spring, flowing at 
9 A.M., at noon, and towards evening.] 

Beyond Schuls the road runs 
through beautiful scenery, to 

6 m. RemiJts (burnt in 1880) where 
a stone bridge, replacing the old 
wooden Funt Fiedra, crosses the 
Wraunka Tobel. Above it is the 
ruined castle Tschanuff, burnt by 
the Austrians in 1475 ; N. rises the 
Muttler (10,827 ft.), commanding a 
noble view. Near Remiis two glens 
join the Inn valley. S. Val d^Uina, a 
wild recess leading to passes to Scarl 
or Mais. The road crosses the 
Wraunka Tobel, a deep gorge N. of 
Vol Sinestra, leading by the Fimber- 
joch to Ischgl in the Paznaunthal. 

The valley of the Inn is magnificent 
on approaching 

72 m. Martinshnick — Rom, Funt 
Martina — {Inn : H. Demoth), the 
last place in the Engadine. A foot- 
path follows the 1. bank of the river 
into the gorge of Finstermiinz, which 
well deserves to be visited either on 
foot or by carriage, driving round 
by Nauders, by all who do not intend 
to traverse it on the way to Inns- 
bruck. The road ascends a wooded 
eminence, the boundary between 
Switzerland and Tyrol, and enters 



the Austrian Frontier a short distance 
from Nauders. 

[From Martinsbriick, an interest- 
ing excursion may be made to the 
Samnauntlial. The mouth of this re- 
mote valley belongs to Austria, but 
its upper hamlets, holding a popu- 
lation of some 300 souls, are Swiss. 
During half the year they are cut off 
from all access to their countrymen, 
except through Austrian territory. 
The entrance to the basin in v/hich 
Compatsch (a homely Inn) lies is 
through a picturesque defile. Two 
passes, easy in summer, communi- 
cate with the Lower Engadine, near 
Remiis.] 

4i m. Nauders {Inn: Post, tolerable); 
a village splendidly placed, where the 
valley opens wide enough for beauty, 
at the meeting of the glen which leads 
to the low carriage-pass into the 
Vintschgau with the trough of the 
Inn. At a distance of about 15 m. the 
great Orteler Spitz fills up the end 
of the valley " like a tall pale moun- 
tain phantom." (See Handbook for 
South Germany.) 



ROUTE 100. 

SAM ADEN TO PONTRESINA, TOURS OF 
PIZ BERNINA. 

SainSden. £ng. m . 

Poniresina 3 

The Bemina Alps separate the val- 
leys of the Eng:adine and Bregaglia 
from the Valtellina, running from the 
head of the Lake of Como, E.N.E., to 
the low Eoscagno Pass, which con- 
nects Livigno and Bormio. They are 
naturally divided into three sub- 
groups by the Muretto and Bernina 
Passes. The Monte delta Disgrazia, 
12,074 ft., is the highest of the W. 
division, which contains the second in 
length of the glaciers, the Gh** di 
Forno. In the central and most impor- 
tant group, Fiz Bemina attains 13,294 
ft., Fiz Zupo, 13,120 ft., and there 
are five peaks above 12,000, and many 
above 1 1,000 ft. The highest summit 
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E. of the Bernina Pass is the Cima 
diPiaZia, 11,713 ft. 

From Samdden (Rte. 99) the road 
over the Bernina Pass ascends by 
the rt bank of the Flatzbach. There 
are fine fir-forests in this valley 7000 
ft. above the sea, mostly consisting of 
the Pintts cembra, 

[There is a footoath from St. Moritz 
to Pontresina, which crosses the Inn 
between the lake and waterfall, and 
leads by the Statzer See and through 
a wood.] 

Pontresina (/w»s; H. Roseg, a large 
house at the entrance of the village, 
good, fine view; H. Saratz, good; 
H. Languard ; H. Enderlin ; H. 
Pontresina and Bella vista; Krone, 
Weisses Kreuz, all good, in the village ; 
Steinbock, in the upper village, homely; 
there are several good lodg|ing-houses. 
The Krone and H. Enderlin are open 
all the year. Skating-rink in winter. 
Eng. Ch. S, 

Pontresina, 5915 ft. above the level 
of the sea, with 400 Inhab., stretches 
along a high bank above the Flatz- 
bach, opposite the entrance of the 
beautiful Roseg valley. It is most 
fortunately placed, surrounded by 
magnificent glacier scenery. The in- 
habitants have had the wisdom to lay 
out many roads and walks, accessible 
to ladies and children, who may climb 
the neighbouring heights by easy zig- 
zags, or visit the gorge and cascade of 
the Elatzbad. The tariff for carriages 
is high. 1 -horse carriage for 2 persons 
— to Samaden 4*50 c, St. Moritz 7, 
Maloja 16, Bernina Houses 6, Pos- 
chiavo 35, Le Prese 35. Eor glacier 
expeditions Pontresina is admirably 
placed. See printed Tariff. Hans 
Grass is President of the Guides 
Society, and by far the best man. 
As a body, the Pontresina men are 
inferior in skill and manners to the 
best guides of the Bernese Ober- 
land, and, unless they have changed 
their practice recently, are apt to 
be careless in the use of the rope. 
Enderlin, host of the Kreuz, a col- 
lector and vendor of botanical speci- 
mens. Flury is a fair photographer. 
JSxcursions,-^ a. Muottas Murail, — 



This is a short walk or ride of 1 J to 2 
hrs. to a brow on the hill above the 
junction of the Inn and the Flatzbach. 
It commands one of the best general 
views of the neighbouring valleys and 
the mountains. 

b. Piz Langard (Lungo Guardo^, 
10,715 ft, is far more easily reached 
than most points of equal height, and 
the panorama is most extensive, though 
less striking than some otliers in tne 
neighbourhood. It not only includes 
the whole of eastern Switzerland and 
part of Tyrol, but in clear weather 
extends westwards to Monte Rosa and 
Monte Viso. Horses (9 fr.) may be 
taken 2-3rds of the way. A guiae is 
scarcely necessary. The ascent occu- 
pies 2^ to 4 hrs. according to the pace. 
The path leaves the high road to the 
Bernina, at the upper vulage, and then 
strikes up through rocks and into a 
forest. Above the forest the path lies 
along a valley which runs up towards 
P. Alhris, Piz Languard^ rises in 
a steep-sided cone, and has to be 
climbed by a zigzag path. The re- 
turn may be varied by crossing a snow 
pass to Yal da Fain and the Bemma 
Houses (about 6 hrs.). The stony 
vallev is ascended to the glacier under 
P. Albris: up the ice for a short way, 
and then over the ridge 1. On the 
other side bear rt. along the bottom 
to La Pischa^ a waterfall down th« 
crags overhanging the V. da Fain 
(rich in rare plants). 

c. The Roseg Glacier is reached 
through the beautiful Vol Roseg, There 
is a char-road to within a mile of the 
glacier, where a small Inn has been 
built 2} hrs'. walk from Pontresina. 
The glacier itself is for a long distance 
safe and easy, though the getting on 
to it often requires some care, and 
ladies may spend an agreeable day in 
exploring its beauties, or in enjoy- 
ing the magnificent view from its 1. 
(N.W.) bank. It is a more fatiguing 
excursion to an alp called Agag- 
liouls (middle point), separating tlie 
two glacier streams of Roseg and 
Tschierva. A guide (10 fr.) is ne- 
cessary. A circle of snowy peaks 
surrounds this Alp ; the Tschierva, 
Morteratsch, Bernina, Roseg, Sella, 



Switzerland, 



RpaXE 100. — PASS OP THE BERNINA. 



289 



Chapiitschin, and Oorvatsch. Travel- 
lers now prefer to reach a point high 
on the 1. bank of the glacier, where a 
hat has been erected by the Swiss 
Alpine Club at a spot known as 
MorteL Splendid specimens of the 
Arolla pine (P. Cenira) grow in the 
forests of Yal Boseg, especially on 
the north-western mountain slopes 
over the glacier, some 7000 ft. above 
the level of the sea. 

[From the inn a path slants W.ap the 
mountain towards the Fuorch da Sitr- 
lei, a jpass of 5 hrs., to Silvaplana, with 
magnificent view. It is perfectly easy. 
From the Fuorcla Piz Corvatach can 
be ascendedover an easy glacier (guide 
and rope necessary). A steep pass, the 
Fex Fuorcla, leads W. of Piz Cor- 
vatsch to the Fex valley in 8^ hrs.] 

d. The Morteratsch Glacier, with its 
tributary the Pers Glacier, extends for 
6 miles from its sources under Piz 
Bemina and Pis Zupo. A favourite 
excursion is to an island of rock — " the 
Jardin" of this district — called Isla 
Pers, 8169 ft., above the junction of 
the Pers with the Morteratsch glacier. 
The glacier is about 4 m. from Pontre- 
sina, along the high road to the 
Bemina Pass, but there is a footpath 
through woods and meadows running 
hy the 1. bank of the river. Drive (40 
min.) or walk to the /a// of the Bemina 
stream on the east side of the valley, a 
short distance below the foot of the 
glacier. Or walk over the second 
bridge from Pontresina and along the 
W. side of the valley. A good restau- 
rant at the head of the vsOley. Then 
up (^ hr.) to the right through 
forest to the gl.-side. Thence alons 
the gl., the £. lateral moraine, and 
gl. again, to the junction of the 
two glaciers. On the L bank of the 
Morteratsch Glacier, under Piz Mor- 
teratsch, at a spot called Boval, a 
substantial hut has been built for the 
use of mountaineers. A rocky slope 
tias to be climbed to the Isla. From 
this point the tour of the Diavolezza is 
continued, by crossing obliquely the 
Pers Glacier and then making a 
rough ascent over rock to the Diavo- 
lezza Pass, 9670 ft. The views are 
most magnificent. The descent is by 
[Siciiz.'] 



a steep snow-slope to a hollow con- 
taining a lovely blue lake, into which 
ice is precipitated from an overhang- 
ing glacier. The track then bears 
to the L and descends to the Bemina 
Houses (where the carriage may be 
sent). This tour is often made in 
6^ hrs. from the Bemina fall to the 
Bemina Houses, but is easier and 
finer the reverse way. Guides neces- 
sary. 

e. The Black and White lakes at 
the head of the Bemina pass, the 
Bemina fall, and Morteratsch gl., 
may be visited in 1 day's drive; or 
from the Bemina Hospice the traveller 
may walk to the Grum Alp (a restau- 
rant) for a wonderful view of the Palii 
glacier, and towards Italy. 

From the Sassal Masone rt. of the 
Griim Alp, and about the same time 
from the Hospice, the view is still 
finer. 

Mountaineers will find plenty of 
occupation around Pontresina. The 
range which runs S. from the village 
rises from Piz Chcdchang through Pix 
Tachierva and Piz Morteratsch to the 
Piz Bemina, W. of this monarch of 
the chain are Piz Boseg, La Sella, and 
other peaks; E. the crags of the 
Crast* Aguzza, Piz Zupo, Piz PalU 
and Piz Camibrena, 

Piz Bemina (13,294 ft.) was first 
climbed in 1850 by Herr Coaz of Coire, 
who, leaving the Bemina Houses at 
6 A.M., reached the top in 12 hrs., and 
returned by moonlight. Messrs. Hardy 
and Kennedy share the honour of 

men in 1861. Starting at midnight 
from the Boval hut, they mounted 
the rocks between the Pers and Mor- 
teratsch glaciers, to the upper slopes, 
which they traversed to tne foot of 
the Crast' Agiizza. Of late years a 
shorter rte. has been followed by the 
centre of the ice-fall and the long 
N.E. ridge. This route is liable to 
be rendered impossible by changes in 
the ice, and is sometimes exposed 
to the fall of seracs. The route taken 
up the final peak varies according 
to the state of the snow. In some 
years it is attained mi^Sy litW9<J|^c 
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culty by the N.E. ridge ; in others 
the ascent of the face requires care 
and steadiness in all the climbers. 

The Piz Zwpo, 13,120 ft., is ap- 
proached like Piz Bemina by the Mor- 
teratsch icefall. The final ascent by 
the W. ridge is alone difficult. The 
rooky tooth of the Crast* Agiizza is a 
stiff rock-climb. 

Fiz Falit^ 12,835 ft., is ascended 
by the Pers Glacier, and a steep 
snow-wall, and is difficult. It is 
preferable to pass over the triple 
crest from the Bella Vista Pass and 
descend by the Pers Glacier. This 
crest is often a cornice, and must not 
be too closely approached. 

Fiz Morteratsch, 12,316 ft., can be 
ascended in 8 or 9 hrs. from Pontre- 
sina on the W., by way of the Roseg 
glacier, and is not difficult. On the 
E. the mountain is exceedingly steep. 
It was here, in 1864, that Prof. 
Tyndall, with two friends and the 
guides Jenni and Walther, were 
carried down on an ayalanche, and 
narrowly escaped with their lives. 
Danger may be avoided by keeping 
to the rocks to the left of the ice- 

Piz Boseg, The highest peak (12,936 
ft.) is accessible by a very narrow 
arete, which connects it with a 
lower summit on the N. The latter 
is climbed from near the Sella Pass 
by steep snow and rocks (4 hrs.) 
The passage of the arete is a more 
formidable undertaking, and was 
effected in 1863 for the first time, 
by Messrs. Moore and Walker with 
Jakob Anderegg. 

Comparatively easy snow peaks, 
suitable for unpractised climbers, are 
Piz Corvatsch, Piz Tschierva, and Piz 
Chaputschin. Good guides necessary. 

The following are the principal 
glacier passes— 

1. From Vol Roseg ;— 

a. The Fex Fuorcla from the Roseg 
glacier Inn to Sils Maria by a pass be- 
tween the Chaputschin (11,132 ft.), and 
Piz Corvatsch (11,345 ft.), and down 
the Fex valley, 8^ hrs. : easy. 

6. The Chaputschin Pass, E. of Piz 
Chaplitschin, little used. A difficult 
descent over steep rocks leads to the 



neve of the Fex glacier, whence the 
traveller may turn rt. to Sils Maria, 
or 1. to Val Malenco. 

c. The Sella Pass (see post). 

d. The Tschierva Battel. The 
passage of the rocky curtain connect- 
ing Piz Bemina and Piz Roseg, is » 
tour de force attractive only from its 
extreme difficulty. It leads to the 
Scerscen Glacier. 

e. The Fuorcla Prievlusa between 
Piz Bemina and Piz Morteratsch 
leading to Boval is also difficult. 

2. From the Morteratsch Gktcier— 

a. Crast* Agiizza Battel, This is 
a very fine but difficult pass, the de- 
scent on the S. side lies over steep 
rock to the Scerscen glacier. It is best 
taken from the S., and may be used 
in combination with the Sella Pass in 
making the tour of Piz Bemina in a 
single day from Pontresina. 

h. The Zupo and BeUavisia Posset. 
These two high glacier passes lead 
respectively W. and E. of the peaks 
of the Bella Vista to the Upper 
Fellaria glacier. The latter is the 
easier. 

It is also possible to pass from the 
Pers Glacier to the FeUaria glacier, 
over Piz PalU. 

TOUB OF PIZ BERNINA. 

The lower passes, the Muretto and 
Canciano. — ^A very small proportion 
of the visitors to liie Engadine undet- 
take this tour. Yet those who have not 
seen Monte della Bisgrazia from the 
crest, or better still from the S. slopes, 
of the Bemina chain, have miBsed the 
finest view in eastern Switzerland. 
The natives of the Engadine, however, 
naturally do nothing to encourage their 
guests to wander out of it; and the 
people of Val Malenco have only 
lately shown any enterprise in pre- 
paring for tourists. The chief ob- 
stacle to the tour of Piz Bemina 
becoming as popular as that of Mt 
Blanc or Monte Bosa, is the bad state 
of the Muretto path, which was for- 
merly much used for commercial pur- 
poses, and might well again be made 
practicable for animals. At present 
it is necessary for the traveller fc^ 
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walk at least as far as Chiareggio, 
and to obtain horses there would Ibe a 
matter requiring careful previous ar- 
rangement. Until the Muretto is used 
by horses, many will prefer the easy 
glacier pass over the Fex Glacier, a 
sort of St. Theodule (Rte. 99). 

The Muretto Pass, Maloja to Chiesa, 
8 hrs. An hour from the Hotel the 
foot of the great JFomo Glacier (Rte. 
99) is passed on the rt. An ascent 
over rocks and beds of snow leads 
m hr.) to the pass (8616 ft.), a 
dreary scene. A short descent brings 
into sight the superb mass of the 
Monte della Disgrazia streaming with 
glaciers, a view justly compared to 
that of Monte Rosa from the Moro. 
Beautiful views of the neighbouring 
ranges are before the eyes during the 
whole descent to Chiareggio (wretched 
Jnn), where the ruins of long dis- 
used stables and storehouses show the 
former importance of the pass. 

[The Fasso di MeUo, a fine and not 
difficult glacier pass, leads to S. Mar- 
tino in Val Masino, in 10 hrs. The 
Disgrazia has been ascended from 
Chiareggio, but is better attacked 
from the W.] 

A somewhat monotonous track leads 
in 3 hrs. through pine-forests, and 
then aloBg bare slopes to Chiesa 
(3480 ft.), in a beautiful situation at 
the junction of two valleys (Albergo 
Olivo, fair). Guides may be found 
here for the ascent of Monte della 
Disgrazia. The excursion to the Lago 
di Falu and Monte Nero (Rte. 101) 
is easy and well worth making (7 hrs.). 
There is a fine but long glacier route 
by Val di Torre to Val Maaino, pass- 
ing over the shoulders of Monte della 
Disgrazia. Carriage-road to Sondrio 
(Rte. 101). 

Passo di Canciano. Chiesa to Pos- 
chiavo, or Le Prese; horse-track, 7 J 
to 8 hrs. ; guide desirable, owing to 
the intricacy of the path. It is de- 
scribed below in the reverse direction. 

**Poschiavo to Pass 4 hrs.; 4 down 
to Chiesa. The descent to Lanzada is 
intricate, through deep and broken 
valleys. [Ascending tirom Lanzada, 
wrong turnings may easily be taken.] 
From the Bemina road, very steep to 



the two chapels of Selm (1 hr. 20 m.). 
Then level for 25 min., with water- 
falls rt. and 1. Then rt., steep forest, 
in 25 min. to a chalet, where the path 
turns 1. Passing in 10 min. another 
chalet, it circles 1., then mounts rt. 
into thfe final glen, bearing N.W. 
1. are curious rocks under Piz Can- 
ciano, one like a tower. Stream is 
crossed to a third chalet on 1. bank, 
(35 min.). Thence ascent of valley 
keeping to the rt. The col (1 hr.) 
is a notch just under, and E. of the 
glacier of Piz Canciano. Grand view 
of the Fellaria glacier and Piz Zupo. 
Descend rt. bank of Poschiavino, 
with Mte. Spondacia 1., to some huts 
under savage rocks (l hr.). Here 
cross the stream, and down steep 
path of stone, amid rounded and 
polished rocks, and rocs perches, to 
Val Campo Moro (35 min.). 

" Opposite is Mte. Sasso Moro, rt. the 
ice-faU of the Fellaria gl. Crossing 
the torrent, the path leads to a basin 
with cluster of chalets (15 min.). 
Beyond it a gorge, and descent, won- 
derful in Its scenery, to another 
secluded basin and group of chalets, 
where Val Lantema joins on the rt. 
Thence, over a low gap, and down a 
very steep gully to the narrow but 
fertile valley of Lanzada, with vil- 
lages and grand view of the Disgrazia. 
Lanzada (2.1.5), with very rough Inn, 
Thence about 2 m. to Chiesa" 

From the Canciano Pass the moun- 
taineer may in 2} hrs. reach the Piz 
Scalino (10,925 ft.), an outstanding 
summit commanding a glorious pano- 
rama. A direct descent to Lanzada 
by the Prabello Alp may be found. 

Another somewhat longer route is 
by the Movana Pass, crossing the 
crest N. of the Canciano, and at the 
foot of the Piz Verona (11,352 ft.), 
which is easy of access from this side. 

From Poschiavo the traveller may 
return to the Engadine by the Bemina 
Pass (Rte. 101). 

HIGH-LEVEL TOUB OF PIZ BERNINA. 

This is a long glacier expedition, 
leading through magnificent snow 
scenery, and free fronfedft9g§iViiU%l«: 
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ROUTE 101.— PONTKESINA TO COLlOO. 



Sectl. 



weather, if the rope is properly used 
(which it is not always oy rontresina 
guides). 

Before the glaciers were so well 
known, it was customary to pass a 
night at the FeUaria chalets, thus 
adding at least 4 hrs. to this expedi- 
tion, but dividing it into two days. 
Those who wish to break the expe- 
dition may now do so at the Club-hut 
built by the Italian Alpine Club on 
the rocks between the Scerscen and 
Felloria Glaciers, which is sometimes 
used for the ascent of Piz Bemina from 
the side by the Crast 'Aguzza Battel. 
It is necessary to sleep either at the 
Inn in the Eoseg Thai, or at the 
Bemina Hospice. 

Prom the latter the Cambrena 
SaMd, a gap in the ridge S.E. of 
Piz Cambrena is reached in 2| hrs. 
From here the traveller attains by 
the upper slopes of the Palii Glacier, 
the nevd basin from which it and 
the Fellaria Glacier alike descend. 
Leaving on his rt. the gaps known 
as the Bellavista and Zupo Passes, 
he descends to the lower plateau of the 
Fellaria Glacier. ' This is connected 
by a snowy terrace (Club-hut) with the 
magnificent cirque of the Scerscen 
Glacier, overhung by the ruddy crags 
of Piz Bemina and Piz Roseg. On 
the 1. the Disgrazia and the Lombard 
Alps are fine objects. On the rt. 
the steep rocks leading to the Craat' 
Aguzza Battel are passed, and beyond 
the base of Piz Roseg a gentle ascent 
up a slope full of concealed crevasses 
leads to the Sella Pass, a broad gap 
affording easy access to the head of 
the Roseg Glacier, the descent of 
which (3 hrs.) seldom presents any 
serious difficulties. It is useless to 
give exact times for an expedition in 
which all depends on the firmness 
of the snow. Utder the most favour- 
able conditions, 11 hrs.' walking must 
be allowed from the Bemina Hospice 
to the Inn in the Roseg Thai. 

Either from the Fellaria or the 
Scerscen Glacier, it is possible to 
descend into Yal Malenco. 



•ROUTE 101. 

FONTBESINA TO GOUCO, BT THE BXB* 
IfflNA PASS AND THE VALTELLIHA. 
VAL MALENCO. VAL MASINO. 

MUes. 

Bemina Hatiser 6 

Poschiavo 15 

T^Prese; 3 

Tirano 8 

Sondrlo 16* 

Morbegno ....... 16 

Colico 11 

Two diligences daily to Tirano, in 
7* hrs. Opposite the Morteratsch 
Glacier (see Rte. 96), the road begins 
to ascend beside the waterfall, com- 
manding a superb view of the highest 
summits of the Bemina. 

6 m. from Pontresioa is the cluster 
of buildings known as the BemiM 
Houses (6723 ft.). [On the 1. is the 
opening of the Val da Fain, a favourite 
resort of botanists, through which 
a path leads over the Stretta Ptw 
(8150 ft.) to the Val Livigno, on the 
way to Zemetz, or to Bormio by San 
Antonio {Inn), Trepalle, and the 
Foscagno Pass (Rte. 102).] 

From this the road ascends gradu- 
ally over a somewhat dreary waste, 
passing on the 1. Val Minor, with view 
of Mt. Pers and the gl. of Cambrena. 
On rt. lies the Black Lake, fe^i 
by springs and sending its waten 
into the Black Sea, separated only by 
a low bank from the WhUe Lake, re- 
ceiving the drainage of the Cambrena 
Glacier and discharging into the 
Adriatic. The road mounts round 
the head of a small ravine to 

4J m. The Bemina Hospice, 7600 ft. 
An excellent Inn, resorted to by 
travellers for whom the air of the 
Engadine is not sufficiently bracing. 
^Excursion to the Grim. Alp, li hr. 
distant by a path, at first descendiog 
to and skirting the lake, and afterwards 
winding round the hills. This is » 
grand point of view of the icefall o^ 
the Palii Glacier. From the alp (rt- 
staurant), Poschiavo and its valley 
are seen far below. The old hose- 
track, the shortest from Pontresin* 
to Poschiavo, descends in 2 hrs. 
I through z^MJ^y^jfiu^^cenery. T^^ 
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steep descent is divided by the beau- 
tiful level pasturage of Cavaglia. 
Below this the torrent plunges into a 
romantic gorge.] 

Close to the Hospice is a tarn, Logo 
della Crocetta, and 5 min. above it 
the bleak 

Bemma Pass, 7658 ft., between the 
Cima di Carien and Piz Cambrena. 
Directly rt a ridee called Pizzo Cam' 
paccio (uvides the head of the southern 
valley into Val Agone and Val di 
Pila, the road descending the one, the 
waters of Lago Bianco the other. 
[Up the Val Agone a road, said to be 
practicable for chars, leads over the 
Forcola Pass to Livigno in about 5 
hrs.l The descent of the Bernina- 
road, in places protected by galleries, 
is steep to * 

4| m. La Bdsa (a poor mountain 
/;m), whence it passes by the opening 
of Val di Campo. 

[To Bormio by the Passo di Val Viola 
8 to 9 hrs. Leave the high road 1. 
below La Bosa (if ascending it below 
Pisciadella), and ascend the Val di 
Campo, which leads to the Val Viola, 
a continuation of it at a higher level. 
Near the head of Val di Campo the 
path branches (1. up the Val Mera 
to Livigno by a pass of 8776 ft., W. 
of the 3-peaked Como di Campo) : our 
route is straight on, and over the 
1. of the head of the Val di Campo, 
passing rt. the charming little Ixtgo 
Saoseo, encircled by rocks and forest, 
and the grand precipice of the Como, 
There is no inn between La Rosa and 
the Baths of Bormio. About 3 hrs. 
down the Val Viola the traveller meets 
the track descending from the Fos- 
cagno Pass (Bte. 102), and atlsolaccia, 
6 m. from Bormio, a rough car-road.] 
On the 1. are seen the precipitous 
peaks of the Pizzo di Teo and Pizzo 
di Sena. 

Pisciadellay the first hamlet near 

the mouth of Val di Campo. Hence 

the descent is rapid and picturesque to 

San Carlo, where the old horse-path 

falls in ; 1 m. further is 

9 m. Poschiavo (^Tnns : Croce Bianca, 
or Posta, a curious old house, good 
and reasonable; H. Albrici), a town 
of 2000 Inhab., built in the Italian 



fashion. It is the principal place in 
the valley, and mainly supported by 
the traffic of goods. Kom. Cath. Ch., 
date 1494. Above it, on a height, 
are the ruins of the castle of Ol^atL 

Nearly one-third of the inhabitants 
of this populous valley are Protest- 
ants ; but owing to the jealousy of 
the Roman Catholics, their church is 
almost a fortress, and capable of de- 
fence against attacks. The language 
is a corrupt Italian. 

[^Excursion to the Pizzo Sassalbo, 
9377 ft., E., an ascent of about 5 hrs., 
noble view. For the Canciano and 
Rovana passes, P^z Verona and Piz 
Scalino, see Rte. 100.] 

S UL Le Prese, 3215 ft. above the 
sea, at the N. end of the little lake of 
Poschiavo, famed for its large trout. 
Le Prese is frequented for its charming 
situation, sunny climate, and sulphu- 
reous waters. The hotel is comfortable, 
with excellent table-d'h6te: pension, 
7} to 8 fr., and the Bathing establish- 
ment Is well managed. With the ex- 
ception of the road skirting the lake 
there are not many near walks. Ex- 
cursions to the pilgrimage Church of 
S. JRomerio, from the S. end of the 
lake. The climate is cool and plea- 
sant. Boats and trout-fishing. 1-norse 
carriage to Tirano, 10 fr. 

3} m. Brusio (Jnni Posta), with 
1146 Prot. and B. 0. Inhab. On 
quitting the lake, the torrent Po- 
schiavino passes through a very nar- 
row defile. It is a raging torrent, 
and, as it approaches tne Adda, is 
restrained by stone dykes, but even 
these have proved insufficient to pro- 
tect its banks. Passing CampacciOy the 
Italian custom-house ai Campo Cologne, 
and the frontier at Plattamala, where 
the ruinous fort is worth a visit, the 
road enters the Valtelline at 

3J m. Madonna di Tirano (Inn : S. 
Micnele, better than those at Tirano), 
a village known for its picturesque 
church, which for upwards of 3 cen- 
turies has been the resort of pilgrims. 
An avenue of poplars leads to 

J m. Tirano (1500 ft.) {Inns : Italia ; 
Porta Vecchia), on the road from the 
Stelvio to the Lake of Como, 6000 In- 
habitants. Digitized by V^UU^IC 
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Sect.1. 



The travellet going towards the 
Lake here enters the Val Tellina, 
long subject to Canton Graubiinden, 
but since 1797 part of Lombardy. 

This is one of the largest and most 
fertile of the southern Alpine valleys. 
Its beauty, however, is rarelv appre- 
ciated by those who roll along the 
interminable stretches of the hot and 
dusty high road. 

At Tresenda the Aprica road 
branches off on the 1. to Edolo. 
12 m. further the traveller reaches 

SondriOf Stat, a town with many 
imposing buildings (Inns : Posta, com- 
fortable, grape-cure may be taken 
here; Maddaiena), 6500 hihabitants. 
The twin rock-peaks seen at the 
head of Yal Malenco are those so con- 
spicuous as snow cones at the head 
of the Kosegthal in the view from 
Fontresina. There is a fine view 
from the castle. On the further 
side of the Adda is a church built 
A.D. 537. The town has suffered 
much from inundations of the Malero 
torrent, descending from the S. 
glaciers of the Bernina. It is now 
restrained by a deep artificial channel. 
[A good road leads to Chiesa in Val 
Malenco, 3 hrs.' drive through very 
beautiful scenery. The Inns at Chiesa 
have been improved (Albergo Olivo, 
best). Guides are found here, and it 
is the best head-quarters on the S. side 
of the Bernina, though too far from 
the glaciers to be convenient for high 
mountain excursions. The traveller 
who does not propose to cross the 
Muretto or Canciano Pass Tsee Rte. 
100) should ascend to the cnarming 
Lago di Palii and the ridge of Monte 
Nero, commanding a noble view of 
the peaks of the Bernina and the 
Monte della Disgraxia, The latter 
summit can be reached by sleeping 
in Val Torre, but is more generally 
attacked from the Club-hut in Val 
Sasso Bisolo (see below). Passes also 
lead from bondrio to the Berga- 
masque valleys.3 

A Railway descends the valley from 
Sondrio to Colico on the Lake of 
Como, 25^ miles. 

Stat Ardenno Masino, 10 miles. 
[A good road leads up Val Masino 



to the Baths of Masino, which have 
long been a place of resort to Korth 
Italians. A steep ascent of II m., 
through scenery continually growin* 
in savage wildness, leads to San 
Martino at the fork of the Talleys. 
Shortly below the junction the re- 
mains of a "berg-fall" are passed 
One of the blocks has been since the 
17th cent, reckoned the largest of 
its kind in the Alps. This ** lapis 
colosseus," as an old author calls it, 
measures 250 ft. in length, 120 in 
breadth, and 140 in heights The 
Val dei Bagni, the western and 
shorter of the two glens, is some 2 m. 
in length. In a deep basin at its 
head, surrounded by wooded clifib, 
lie the Baths (3750 ft.). The accom- 
modation i^ fair, and the food ex- 
cellent; prices high. No glacier 
guides. 

The pedestrian may cross rough 
passes to Val Codera, a fine glen, 
and Colico ; or by two passes to 
Castasegna. The mountaineer may, 
by fine but difiicult passes, reach the 
Bondasca Glacier and Promontogno, 
in Val Bregag^lia, or may ascend the 
highest of we bold granite peaks 
which rise N. of the Baths. 

The Piz CkngaJo (formerly known 
as the Punta Trvbinesca^ 11,106 fu), 
despite its formidable appearance, is 
easy of access to moderate climbers 
by its N.W. ridge in 5-6 hrs., and 
commands a very singular and beau- 
tiful view extending over the whole 
Upper En^adine, the greater part of 
the Brega^a, and a large portion of 
the Lake of Como, seen perhaps from 
no other summit of similar elevation. 
It is the highest of the two rocky 
peaks seen in the distance from 
St. Moritz. 

The eastern branch of Val Masino 
leads from San Martino to 3 glacier 
passes; (1) the Zocca^ leading to 
Vico Soprano (see Rte. 98) ; (2) the 
Sissone Pass to Maloja, about 11 hrs. ; 
and (3) the Passo di Melh to Chia- 
reggio in Val Malenco. From this 
glen, or from the Club-hut in Val 
Sasso Bisolo, a glen which joins 
Val Malenco lower down, the noble 
peak of the Disgrazia may be reached. 
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The ascent of the ridge of the moun- 
tain is sometimes difficult, and always 
requires good guides. The view is 
one of the finest in the Alps. 

For further information, see Fresh- 
field's * Italian Alps.'] 

5 m. Morbegno Stat. (Inn: Post, 
good),with a fine church. 

Passes lead hence to Yal Brembana. 

The rail runs between finely- 
shaped ranges, Monte Spluga N., 
Monte Legnone S., until it enters the 
marshes of the Adda and reaches 
Colico Terminus, 10 miles (see Rte. 
116). 



ROUTE 102. 

ZUTZ TO THE BATHS OF BORMIO, BY 
LIYIGNO, THE CA8ANNA AND FOS- 
CAGNO PASSES. 

The remote valley of Livigno is 
watered by the Spol, a tributary of 
the Inn, and belongs geographically 
to Switzerland. The stream, how- 
ever, forces its way out to Zemetz 
through a deep and difficult gorge, 
while very low and easy passes con- 
nect its head-waters with Bormio. 
The upper valley has consequently 
shared the political fortunes of the 
Val Tellina, and is now — with the 
exception of some pasturages near the 
Spliigen pass — the only territory N. 
of the Alps forming part of the Italian 
kingdom. 

The easiest ways to Livigno from 
tlie Engadine are by the Stretta 
(Bte 101) or Casanna pass. The latter 
(8332 ft.) is a good horse-track, leaving 
the high road near Scanfs, from which 
the Inn at San Antonio is reached in 
6 to 7 hrs. The ascent lies through a 
finely wooded glen, and from the pass 
the Orteler group is well seen. In 
1635 the Due de Rohan, the Hugue- 
not leader, led an army across the 
Casanna pass, with which he fell on 
and defeated the Austrians in the Val 
Tellina. The descent lies through the 
green pasturages of Val Ganaria. 

[The pedestrian who does not object 
to a rough and pathless walk may see 
some very wild scenery by foljowin^ 



to its head VcH Trupchum, a densely 
wooded valley branching 1. fromVai 
Casanna. The ridge under Piz Piera 
is climbed, and a descent found into 
Val Piera, through wonderful dolomite 
scenery, between lemon-coloured difFs 
crowned by red and grey pinnacles.] 

Val Livigno Ib a secluded pastoral 
basin, 6200 ft. above the sea. The 
broad green valley, sown with rich 
brown chalets and framed in pine- 
woods, broken here and there by a 
glimpse of snowy peaks, presents an 
unusual and pleasing landscape. Near 
San Antonio there is a clean but 
homely Inn, 

[A path follows the gorge of the 
Spol to the Ofenhaus, 4 hrs. To 
Zemetz there is a fine route by the 
Passo del Diavd in 8 hrs. ; to the Ber- 
nina road easy horse-tracks, leading to 
the Bernina Houses, or La Bosa, in 4 or 
5 hrs. Gaps between snowy peaks of 
10,000 to 11,000 ft., practicable for 
mountaineers, lead to the chalets at 
the head of Val Viola, on the path 
&om La Eosa to Bormio.] 

The traveller bound for Bormio 
ascends in 1 hr. to TrepaUe (6850 
ft.), one of the highest namlets in 
the Alps. A short ascent leads to the 
Foscagno PasSy whence there is a 
rough car-track to Bormio (3 hrs.), 
joining that of Val di Dentro, at 
Semogo, The Cima di Piazza (11,713 
ft.), the highest summit between the 
Bernina and Orteler Groups, rises 
opposite, and is a magnificent object. 

In 4^ hrs. from Livigno an active 
walker will reach the great Stelvio 
road and 

The Baths of Bormio — Hotel and 
pension, very good. Baths of various 
kinds, and at any temperature. Dr. 
Fideli speaks English. The village of 
Bormio is old ana curious. Its church 
of Combo contains frescoes of consi- 
derable merit, partictdarly of the 4 
Evangelists, on the roof of the choir, 
painteid apparently by some pupil of 
Romanino of Brescia. A locsd school 
of painters seems to have flourished 
in this valley. Several churches have 
curious frescoes of the 15th century, 
and some are very picturesque. See 
Handbook foe S. Geemany. ^^i^ 
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INDEX TO SWITZERLAND. 

Bontes marked with an (uterisk are reversed. 



Aab, sonroe, 9$. Glaciers, 
95. Foil, 9?. Junction with 
Limmat and Beuas, 16. 
Aaran, 19 
Aarberg, 151 
Aarberger Moos, 152 
Aarbnrg, ij 
Aai^u (canton), 15 
Abbaye, T, 164 
Abbaye, des Yignerc»is, iBj 
Absinthe, i6x 
Acla, 252 
Acqua Bossa, 23} 
Adelbodtfn, 128, ij8 
Adula peaks, 263, 266 
Aela, piz d', 270, 271 
Aeman, 102 
Aesch, 6 

Aeschi Church, 7J, 76 
ASoItem, 38 
Agaro, 205 
Agassiz, ProiSeesor, hut of, 95 ; 

museum of, 155 
AgassizhoiTi, 95 
Agaunum (St. Maurice), 190 
Agnes of Hungary, 17, 28 
Agriculture, bcxv 
Aigle, 146, 187 

* to Chateau d'Oex, 145 

* to H. des Diablerets, 146 

Airolo; 1x8, 12; 

* to Obergestelen by the 

Niifenen, 208 
* to Val Formazza by the 

S. Giacomo pass, 207 
— • to Locarno, ii8 
* to Disentis Ij the Uomo 

pass, 251 
to Andermatt by the Nera 

pass, 119 
Albana, piz, 269 
Albert of Austria, assassinated, 

*7 
Albigna, glacier. 278 
Albinen, ij2 
Albis, }9 
Alblsbmnn, 33 
Albris, Piz, 288 
Albristhom, ij6 
Albruck, 20 
Albrun pass, 204 
Albmnhom, 204 
Albula pass. 271 ; piz, 271 
Aletsch glacier, 104 



ANDEEMATT. 

Aletschom, 10$, xo6 
Algaby, Galerie d'. 202 
All' Acqua, 208 
Almen Grat pass, 129 
Almerhom, 105 
Alp horn, bcxv, 88 
Alpbaeh fieill, 90 
Alpen See, 221 
Alpenstock. 140 
Alpine Qubs, xxxviii 

travelling, xxviii 

Railway, 121 

Alpinula, Julia. 152 
Alpnach, 62. Lake, 61. Slide, 

Alps. Panoramas, xlviii. Kear 

views, 11. Roads, liii 
AltSt. Johann. 224 
Altdorf, XI J, 122 

* to baths of Stachelberg 

by the Klausen pass, 277 
* to Eogelberg by the Su- 

renenpass, 109 
* to Jtfuotta by the Einsig 

Kulm pass, 2j6 
Alte Mann, 22x 
Altels, 128, 130 
AIt8t8dten, 212 
Altstetten, x8 
Alun, piz, 2x6 
Alvasdiein, 270 
Alveoen, 275; baths, 270 
Alvier, 2ii 

AmadeuB VIII. of Savoy, 196 
Amberieux, 164 
Amden, j6 
Amphion baths, 196 
Amsteg. 114, 122 
to Dlssentls by the Ereuzli 

pass, 249 
~— to Stadielberg by the Cla- 

riden Grat, 250 
Andeer, 258 
to Casaoda or Bivloby the 

Averser thai, 261 
Andelflngen, 27 
An der Lenk, 136 
to Slon or Sierre by the 

Rawylpass, IJ7 
to Lauenen by the Trtitt- 

lisberg. i}8 
• to Frutigen by the Hah- 

neumoos, i j6 
^— to Leukerbad^or Slcrre by 

the WildstrubeL ijt 
Andermatt, 117 



Andermatt* toDissentis by the 
Oberalp, 248 

* to Airolo by the Nera 

pass, 1x9 
Andermatten, 207 
Anet or Ins, 152 
Angenstein castle^ 6 
Anna.St., castle, 2x1 
Anniviers, val d*. 194 
Antigorio, val, 207 
Antonier thai, St., 277 
Anzeindaz, X98 
Appenzell, 220 
canton, 217 
* to St. Gall, 222 
to AltsStten, 221 
Aquileia, 188 
Arbedo, 120 
Arbelhom, IJ9 
Arbon, 27 

Ardenno Masino, 294 
Ardetz, 285 
Ardon, 192, X99 
Arenenberg, 23 
Argentine, 189 

Argovie (Aargau), canton, 15 
Arlesheim, 6 
Army, Swiss, Ixxi 
Amen, lac d', 146 
Art, 40; ascent of the Rig 
from, 54 

, Alpine, xlvii 

Arth-Goldau, i2x 

Arve, Junction with the Rhone, 

^V 
Asphalte mines^ i6x 
Assa, val df, 287 
Attinghausen, 114 
Aubin, Gorgier St. 157 
Aubonne, 179 
Auf der Fltih castle, 102 
Angst, 6, 16 
Augusta Rauraoomm (Angst), 

Auvemier, 157, 162 
Avalanches^ Ixv, 81, 82 
Avants, les, X85 
Aveuches, X52 
Avenoon river, X98 
Avent, 199 

Aventicum(Avenche8), 152 
Averser Rhein, 261 
Axenberg, 46 
Axenstrasse^ 49, 46 
Ayent, IJ7 
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BAAB. 

fiaar, 40 

Bacfatel, i4 

Baden im Aargan, 17 

Badua, Cima di (Six Mim1uii).249 

BaIdeBS.18 

BIls, X. Cathedral, i.Coiineil, 

2. Dance of Death. 2. Works 

of Holbein. 2. Public library, 

J. Universi^,!. Rathhaoa, j. 

Arsenal, 4. Ulways, 5. Hia- 

tory. 5. Environs, 6. 
BAle to Berne by MtUuter- 

IhaU X 
— to Lucerne, 12 
• to Scfaaffhaosen and Oon- 

stance. 19 

to Solenre and Bienne, 9 

to Zurich. 15 

Balmhom, x|o 
Balm wand. 1J^ 
Babiiado; Cima dl. 259 
Balaers, 216, 217 
BiirenbiiiK castle, 258 
Barenegg. 85 
Biirenhom, 261 
Basel. Bftle. or Basle, i 
Basodlne. mont, 206 
Bosseconrt, 7 
Batbs— generally, xxvii 

Alveneo, 270 

Amphion. 196 

BcMMD Im A^rgau, 18 

BemMnftfno. 8.. 266 

Binnensdorf, 17 

Bltunenstein, 7J. 14$ 

Bormio, 295 

Colombettes. 145 

Crodo, 208 

Dom^ne, 144. 150 

Elitingen. i} 

Evian. 196 

FambOhl. 65 

Fideris, 272 

Gate, 220 

Orange TGrencben), 12 

Gamlgel, 14$ 

Gyrenbad. j6 

Helden. 219 

Ueinrlchsbad. 232 

Heostrichbad, 73 

Horn, 212 

Inden. 133 

Layey. 190 

Lenk. 136 

Leokerbad. i|t 

Masino, 278, 294 

Morgio, 197 

Moritz. St.. 281 

Nidelbad. j| 

Pf&ffers, 213 

Prese, le, 29J 

Bagatz. 213 

Beichenbach, 88 

Riet. 224 

Bosenlaui, 88 

RothenbruuQ, 256 

Schinznach, 19 

ScbSnegg. 44 

Semens, 272 



BEUrUIA. 



Spina. 274 

Stacbelberg. 211 

Taring 285 

Weiasbid. 120 

Weiflsenbarg, 140 
I Bathiaz castle, 191 
: Battles— 

Arbedo, 120 
I Bodio, 120 

Bttttiahob, 14 
I Dornadi, 6 

GraAdaon. xyS 

St Jacobs XI 

Kappel,j8 

Laupen, 147 

Morat, X5X 

Moigarten. 227 

Nftfels. 2}x 

Sempach, X4 

St06S.222 

Zurich, 29 

Bauen, 4c 

Bears of Berne, 70 

Beatenbeig, St.. 75 

Beatos. cave of Su, 75 

Beauregard castle, x62 

Beck1stock,2?4 

Bedretto^ 208. Yal, 208 

Beichgratk US 

Bekenried, 44 

Bel Alp. 106 

>~— * to the Egginclihom. 102 

to Brieg. or Viap, 107 

Bel Oiseau^ 191, 43X 

BeUort castle. 270 

BeUaluna, 270 

Bellegarde, 165. 175 

Bellelay, 7 

Bellerlve, 7 

Bellinsona, X2c^ 121 

to Sesto Calende, X24 

Belpbeig. 72 

Bennen. the i^de, his death. 
X91; borlal-place, 102 

Bergll Joch. 92 

Berglistodc 92, 99. 249 

Bergdn, 270 . 

Bergttnersteln defllei 270 

BerUal. 20X 

Berllngen stat, J2 

Bernardino. San, 266. Pass, 264 

Bebnb. 66. Foontaina. 67. 
Clock-tower. 67. Bernese 
Alps. 68. Minster, 68. Mu- 
seum, 68. Library, 70. 
Charitable Institutions, 70. 
FederalOmmcUHallCBundes- 
Rathhaus). 70. Bears, 70. 
History. 7X. Walks. 71. 
Botanic garden, 7X 

to Thun and Interlaken, 

— to Lausanne (and Vevey) 
by Frlbourg, X47 

to Lausanne by Morat, 15 x 

— - • to Lnceme. 65 
Bernese Oberland, 73 
Bemina alps, 287 
piz,289 



BOLCRENFLirH. 

Bemina inn, 292 

pass, 2«9, 291 

Tour of t&c, 290, v^ 

Bemouilli, the xnathenn:^ 

gmve, 2. Birthplace^ ; 
Berra, la. 144 
Bertha, queen of Bmr 

burial-place. 15^ 
Bettlihom, 204 
Bevaix stat., 157 
Beverin. piz, 258, 264 
" V«l,28j 



189.- 



Bevera, 28j^ 
Bex. 188. 

cursions, 1S9 
to H. des Diablertts 

the Col de la CnUx, 189 
——to Sloxi, bj* the U: 

ChftTllle. 198 
Beza. Theodore, 172 
Bianco, Lago, 29^- • 
Blasca, I2c^ 121, 25 j 
Biberbrucke, 225 



Uberegg, 227 
MelCBieni ^ 



Biel (Bienne), 8 

Bleler see, ifj 

Bienne (Biel Y 8. I.iake.i5: 

Bienne*toB£le,9 

— toBenftev9 

to NeochftteU ifi 

Bietschhom, 1^4 
Biferten glacier, 215 
Bifertenbach, 234 
Bifertenstock. 134 
Binn, 204 
Binnen thai, 204 
Binnensdorf ba^s, it Sul^ 
Biraivalleyof tiie,6. Sours' 
Blrseck.6 

Bise. Comettsc de^ X97 
Blai thai, 228 
— -pau,2j6 
Bistenen pass, 105, 202 
Blvio.orStaUa, 269 
Biadcenstock, loo 
BUdae. St, 154 ^ 
Blankenburg castl^ 140 
Blatteo. X07 
Blau See, X28 
Blauberg. 118 
Blegno, val, 25J 
Blinnenthal, 204 
Blinnenhom, 206 
Blonay castle, x8j 
BludouEi 276 
to the Prilttiaian br ' 

Cavell Joch. 276 

by the Schweixerthor.r 

Blumensteln liaths, 73, 145 
Bldmlis alp. 129 
BlnmlisalphMom. 129 
Blihnlisalpstock. X29 
Boccareocio pass* 205 
Bockenhom, 284 
Bockischlund gprge, no 
Bockistock, 64 
Boden See, 26 
Bodlo, X20 
Boissier. botanist biithpla^ 

_X7o 
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J boltiqem; 

,. Boltigen, 140 

4' Bonaduz, an 

;. fiondascft, val, 2*78 

C Bonder drat, 129 

':. Bondo pass, 278 

' -^ castle, 277 

I Sondoler, val, 205 

; Bonigen, 92 

':. Bonnivanl, the "Ftiwoer of 

:.. Ghiilon," 185 

.' Bonvin, Mt., 194 

-: Books, xlili 

^ Borgonuovo, 278 

' Bormio Baths, 295 

* * to Pdntresina, 29J 

' * to Zemetz, 295 

' Bortelhom, 205 

B0seSeite,Oi 
; Bot, Pierre k, X56 
\ Bougy, Signal de, 179 
' Bonlders, Iz, 8, 156^ 197 
; BooquetiiiB, Ixx 

• Boaveret, 197 
Boveresse sCat^ x6i 
Bozingen, xa 
Bramegg,65. Pass, 65 
Brand, 276 
Brassus, Le, 164 
Braunegg castle, (7 

' Brauneggberg, x6 
Braunwaldbei^, 2;i 
Bregaglia, val, 277 
Bregeuz, 27, 217 
— to Buchs, 217 

to Sorgans, 217 

Bregenzer Ach, valley of the, 

2X7 

Breithorn, X25 

Bremgarten,Q 

Brenets, lac aes, 160 

Bret, lac de, 182 

Breti^ (Brflttelen), 152 

Brieg, 195 

— to Bel Alp^ xoa 

*to Rhone Glacier and 
Furca, lox 
-^■^ to Porno d'Oasola, 200 
Brienz, 90. Lake, 91 
- ■ . ' * to Laceme, by the 
Briinig, 61 
■* to Meiringen, 90 
Brienzer Grat, 93 

■■ Bothhom, 6|, 91 
Brienzwyler, ^, ^ 
Brigels, 219 

* to Stachelberg, by the 

Kistengrat paas^ 2jo 
Brlselserfaom (Pis Tombif), 

239. Ml 
Bristen, 249. See, 1x5 
Bristenstodc 115 
Brothaosi, X40 
Brongfaton, the regicide, barial- 

place, x8i 
Brugg, 16 
Srdsgen, 209 
SrttlUaau. 221 
Irunehilde, queen of the 

Franks, i6j 
(riinig pass, 6x 



CASACOIA. 

Bninnen, 45 
Branni pass, 25 x 
BrusiOk 291 
Bnbikon, 35 
Buchs, 2ii 
Buffialora pass, 284 

fan. 267 

BUhler, 220 
Buin piz, 285 
Bulle, X44 

to Thun, by the Baths 

of Domene and Schwarz See, 

Blimplitz, 147 

Buodis, 44. Gulf of; 44 

Bnochserhoro, 44, 107 . 

Borckhardt, the traveller, birth- 
place, 4 

Burgdorf, 15 

Biirgenstock, 6x 

Bflrglen, XX4, 2j8 

Biineberg, 276 

Bussigny, X59, X79 

BuBswyl, 9 

BUttisholz, 14. English bar- 
row near, X4 

Biittlassen, X26 

Buzat8ch,254 

Bthov, LoKD, on the fidl of the 
Ros8beig.58. His Swiss tour, 
82, 142. Clarens, 184. Bon- 
nivaidt X89. Ghillon, 186. 
Campagne Diodati, X74, 196 



Ca De (Gotteshaus Bund), 24$ 
Cadagno, Lago, 25X 
Calanda or Ctdandabers^ 2x5, 244 
Galcacda fiall. X19 
Calfenser thai. 2x6, 24X 
Calfireisen, 279 

Cmvary : Dome, d'OssoIa, 2oj 
Obivin, Ji^n, at Geneva, X7x. 

Grave, 172 
Cama,267 
Camadra, val. 294 
Cambrena, pit, 292 

Sattel pass, 292 

Camogask,28j 
Gampaccio, 29i 
Camperio, 2$; 
Gampfer. 281.. Lake, 28x 
Campi castle, 270 
Campo, oomo di, 29J 

- Cologne, 20; 

-Doldno,2w> 

Lungo, 1x9 

Tencia piz, X19 

Campovasto, 281 
Gantfia, val, 119 
Ganclano pass, ^x 
CandoUe, Alphonse de (bot- 
anist), birthplace, 170. Grave, 

Oanicul, 261 
Capella, 284 
Cardenello defile, 259 
Carlo, San, 29; 
Casaccia, 252, 278 ^ 



CHJAYENNA, 

Casana pass, 2Q5 

Gasaubon, bbrthplaoe, X70 

Castasegna, 277 

Oastello. ama di, 280 

Castelmuro castle, 277 

Castels,272 

Cathedrals— 
BUe,i 
Benie,68 
Coire, 244 
St. Gall..2Xo 
Geneva, x67 
Lausanne, 180 
Sion, 19J 
Soleure, xo 
Zurich, 29 

Catherinenthal, 2i 

Gatscharauls, 238 

Cavell Joch, 276 

Gavloceio lago, 280 

Celerina, 28i 

Cengalo piz, 294 

Cergues, St^ 178 

Cbablais, 196 

Ghaises-Jt-portenn, xxi 

Chalchang, 289 

Chalets, Ixxiy 

Challez, 16$ 

Chaluat valley, 7 

Cham, 38, J9 

Chambrelieu, 159 

Ghamonlz, 176 

Chamo6sah?e, Pointe de, X45. 
X46 

Champmont castle, 158 

ChandoUn, 1^9 

Chan^laz, 157 

Chaputscha, pass, 280 

Chapiitschin, pass, 280^ 290 

Charles the Bold, X58, i6x. His 
drinking-cup, X2 

Charmey, X4X. Val de, 140 

Charpentier, the naturalist, 188 

Char8-4-baac, xix 
Chasseral, 8, X54, 156 
Chftteau d'0«x. X41 

to Sepey and Aigle, 14$ 

— to H. des Diablerets, 141 
Chfttel St. Denis, 145 
Chatelet. xj8 
Chaudes, col des, 141 
Chaudidre d'Enfer, 164 
Chaumont, Mont, X56 
Chaussy, Pic de, 145 
Chaux de Fonds, X59 

duMUleu.160 

Chavomay, X53 
Cherasca, val, 203 
Cheseauz, x82 
GhMdre, X46 
Chessalette, 144 
CheviUe, ool de, X98 
Chezbres, 151 
Chiampatsoh, piz, 286 
Chiavenna. 260 

* to Coire by the Spliigen. 

254. 261 
to SamAden, hj Val Brega- 
glia and the Upper Enga- 
dine, m 
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, 2jy, 249 



Church of 
Epifloopal 



GhieM, 291 

• to PoflchUtvo by the 

Caadano pass, 291 

• to Maloja by the Mu- 
latto pass, 291 

to Sils Maria by the Ga- 

pntscha pass, 280 

Chillon, castle, 185. ** Prisoner 
oC where written, 179 

Chironioo,xi9 

Cairionen pass, 1^8 

Chrisdiona, St., 4 

Chnr (Goire), 24} 

Chnrfirsten, 22^ 

Ghorwalden, 2&8 

Cinnschel, 284 

ClftrMis,i84 

CUtriden Grat 

Glaridenstodc, 235, 231 

GlosEU, val, 286 

Qoosa, yal, 284 

Close, la, pose, x6i 

Gobto!z,2o 

Godelago, lake, 204 

Codera ral, 294 

Goire [ChuT], 24^. 
St. Lndus, 244. 
palace, 243 

• to Borscbaeh, 21 x 

to St. MoritB, 268 

— • to Bregenz, 211 

to Il^DZ, Dissentis, and 

Andermatt, 246 

— to ChiaTenna by the 
Spliigen pass, 154 

to fiellinzona by the S. 

Bernardino pass, 265 
to the Engadine by Thusls, 

and the Scbyn pass, 268 
to SamAden by the Jn- 

lier pass, 268 
to Samftden by the Al- 

bola pass, 268 
«— to Dayoe^Flatz by the 

Fratigan, 271 ; by the Strela 

OoCSmu (GoUy), 183 

CoUonges, 165 

Gologny, 196 

Colombette baths, 144 

Colombier, grand, 157 

Gomballaz, 145 

Combels, 25J, 264 

Gompatscb, 287 

Concise, 158 

Constance, 24. MOnster, 24. 

Kaofhans, 25. Gonncil, 25. 

Jilzcarsions, 25. Lake, 26 

•to Schaffhausen, 19 

Rorschach and Ragatz, 

211 

to Winterthur, j2 

Conthey, 199 

Conto, monte, bergfall, 277 
ConyerSk 159 
Conyersion, la, 151 
Goppet, 178 
Coroelles, 158, 159 
Con^re, 249 
Comet, plz, 236 



. DATds. 

Corsier, 196 

Cortaillod, 1^7 

Coryatach, piz, 280, 290 

Cossonay, 159, 161 

Costume, Ixxiii 

Cdte, la, 179 

Cotschen, [Hs, 285 

Coney, Ingelram de, his defeat, 

14 

Gonrrendlin, 7 

Gonrt, 7 

Gonyet, i6x 

Goyatane, la, x6; 

Goyerdale, Miles, his first Eng- 
lish Bible, 29 

Crap St John, 247 

Crast' Agnzza Sattel, 290, 292 

Gray, monL, X4X 

Credo, monC 165 

Cresta, 262, 282 

Cresus, 144 

Cretinism, Ixzyii 

Crenx de ChaII^^ 146 

da Vent, 157, 162 

Creyasees, lix 

Creyola, 20i 

Criner Forca, 207 

Crispalt, 249 

Gristallina, Pis, 248, 252 

, yal, 252 

Grooe, Sta., 277 

Grooetta, lago della, 29? 

Crodo, 208. Baths, 208 
— ^toVlesch in theValais, 
204 

Croix, ool de la, near Bex, 147, 
189 
— ,Ste.,x58 

Croyeo, 205 

Cnbli, mont, X84 

Cul des Roches, 160 

Galley, x8j 

Caloz,i65 

Gar» zxyli ; de petit lait, 218' 

Garaglia, 252 

Carciosa glacier, 259 

Garia BaBtorun (Chur), 24; 

Cnryer, piz, 269 

Costomohouses, Swiss, xlii';; 
French and Italian, 259 



Dayte am Plats to Goire (y 

the Priitigpio, rjt 

toLea^272 

^•to Goire fay the Strela 

pass, 275 

to AlyenetL Bad^ 270 

to the ftigMtine, hy tkfr 

Fluela pass, 275 
Dayoe-Dorffi. 272, 275 
Davy, Sir Humphry, his grarp^ 

171 
Daaio Grande, 1x9 
Dead, lake of the, 96 
De CandoUe (botanist), biitb- 

plaoe and graye, X7r 
Delemont (Deteberg), 7 
Delolme, birtl^iiaoe^ X70 



Delsberg, J 
'^ ' Ja 
X42 



Dent de Jaman,i42. Pass 0^ 



Dachsen, 27 

Dachsfelden, 7 

Dagmersellen, tj 

Dala bridge, ij2, 1J3 

Damma glacier, X15 

Dammastock, 98 

Dance of Death, Holbein's, i 

Dappe^ yal de 176 

Dard, cascade da, X46 

Darligen, 75 

Dauben See, ijo 

Daubenhom, X30 

Dayds am Platz, 277. See, 272, 
Climate, 27;. Exearsions, 
27J. Valley, 274^ Lead- 
works, 274 



da Midi, X9X 

— ^ de Mordes, X89 

; d'Oche, X97 

I de Vaalion, 164 

i Derborenze, lac d^. 198 
i Deyer4 val, 205 
Devil's Bridge, 116 
Diable, yal de, 284 
Diablerets, 146^ X99i 
Diavol, passo del, 29$" 
Diavolezza pass, 2to 
Diemtigen thai, xj6 
Diessenhofen, ij 
Dietikon, 18 
Diligences. Swiss, zyU 
Diodati. Gampagne (a res- 

dence of Lord Byron), i-,^ 

X96 
Dvnetion* far tramHUng in 

Switzerland, zzvlii 
Disdhma thai, 284 
Disgrazia, monte dsDa, 287, 291 
Disrnt pass, 254 
Disentis, 248. Abbey, 248 
-i — to Andermatt by tte 

Oberalp pass. 248 
• to Amstag; by the 

Ereozli pass, 250 
— ^to Olivone, by the Lok- 

manier pass, 252 
to Alrolo, by the JJoa» 

pass, 25r 

* to lUnz and Oolie, 246 

^*^to tite Baths of StacM- 

beig by the Sand GtA 

258 
* to the Maderaner 7b>* 

by the Branni paas, 249 
Distelhom^ Xi5 
Diveglia Alp, 2oj 
Dlvonne, 176 



Doldenhom, X29 
D61e, mont, X76^ 178 
Domene baths, X44, X5a 
Domleschg valley, 255 
Domo d'Ossola, 20} 

* to Brieg and Slon by tk 

Simplon pass* 200 
* to the Falls of the Tost, 
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DOBLIKOV. 

Dorlikon, a 

Domach, 6; battle of, 6 

Dossenhorn, 9J 

Doubs, Le Saut da, i6o 

DouvaiiM^ 196 

Dranse, vall^, 192 

Drel Sch western, 2x7 

Dreieckhom, 104 

Drasenflnh, 276 

Dmsentlior, 276 

DuaoA, Pioo della, 278 

Dabendoif, iS 

Domont, the friend of Mira- 
beau, birthplaoei 170. Grave, 
171 

Dtlndengrat, 127 

Duquesne, Admiral, his monu- 
ment, x'19 

Dnmach-ttuJ, 240 

Dflrrenberg alp, 127 

Diiasistoek, 250 



Ebel, grave, jo 
Ebenalp, 221 
Ebnat, 224 
Ebneflnh, 69 

Eborodonam (Tverdon), 158 
Eschallens, iBj 
Ecluse, fort r, 175 
Education, Swiss, Izxii 
Effretilcon Jnnct stat., 28 
Egeri. 50. See, ^9 
Ec^ischnom, X02, xoi. Excur- 
sions and ascents, loj 
*to the Grimsel by the 

Oberaaijoch, 100 
* to the Lotschenltteke, by 

the Lotschensattel, ijs 
—•to the Wengem alp 1^ 

the Eiger Joch, 104; *by the 

Jungfraujoch, 105 
to Grindelwald by the 

Monchjocbt, 104 
to Brieg by the Bhone 

valley, 102$ by the Bieder 

alp, 102 
Eginenthal, 206 
Eigen, aj6 
Eiger, 84, 104 

joch, 8i, X04 

Klnfisch-thal (val d'Anniyiers), 

>94 
Einshom, 259 
Einsiedeln. 225. Abbey, 225. 

Founder, 225. Fountain, 226 
to Scbwyz by the Hacken 

pass, 226; by carriage-road, 

226 
Electric telegraph, xv 
Elm, 240 
to Dins by the Fuiixer 

pass, 24c 
-< — to Sargans by the Bamin 

or Foo pass. 240 
to FUms and lUCnz or 

Reicbenau by the Segnes 

pass, 241 



BWIG. 

Elm* to Stachelbeig by the 

Bichetli pass, 24Q 
Elsighom, X2£ 
Emmenbrilctce, X5 
Emmenthal, 66 
Emmetten, 44 
Ems,2$5 
Engadine, 279 
Enge,9 
Engelberg, 108. Excursions, 

109 

* to Stanxstad, 108 

— to Amsteg or Altdorf by 

the Snreneu pass, 107 
• to Engstlen alp and 

Meidngen by the Joch pass, 

III 

to Stein, ixi 

* to Isenthal on the lake of 

Lucerne^ over the Uri Both- 

■tock,45 
— — * to Samen 1^ the Stoie» 

pass,64 ; by the Jochli paM.05 
Ex^lhSmer, 88, 9J 
Engi, 240 
Engstlen, 112. See^ iia 

to ^igelbeig, xi2 

* to Imhof and Meirtngen, 

XII 

^* to Samen by the Melch- 

thal,64 
* to Gadmea or Stein by 

the Sftttelt pass, xit 
EngstUgen thai, 128, 138 
Entlebuch, 65. VaUey, 69 
Enziau Water, 77 
Epaunum (Evionnaz), site of 



Erasmus, residence. 4. Grave, 2 

iilrlach, 152. Castle, 152 

Erlach, Budolph von, bis 
equestrian statue, 68 

Erlenbach, jj, 140 

Ennatingen, 24 

Emi (Arnold), 46. Birth- 
place, 64 

Err, piz d', 269 

Erstfeld, 1x4,122 

Erstfelder Joch, 109 

Erzingen, 20 

Eschenz stat, 32 

Escher von der Unth. his works 
on the Linth and lake of 
Wallenstadt, }$, Grave, }o 

Eschia pass, 270^ 284 

Escholzmatt, 06 

Estavayer, 153, 156^ 158 

Etablon, col d', 192 

Etivaz, val, 142, 145 

Etzliboden, 250 

Etzweilen Junct. stat., J2 

Euler, the mathematician, 
birthplace, j 

Evian baths, 196 

Evionnas, X90 

Ewig Schpeehom, lox 



FLUELA* 



r. 

Fahlen See. 211 

Faido, 1x9, I2J 

Fain, val del, 292 

Faldum pass, lit 

Falkniss, 24i, 271 

Fallbach waterfidl, 'ji 

Farel, the Beformer, grave, 155 

Fambiihl baths, 65 

Fitsch. valley of the, 2j8 

Fatschbach &11, ti3, 2j8 

Faulber^ 104 

Faulensee, 74 

Faulenstock, 57, 240 

Faulhom,^ 

Fauna, Alpine, Izix 

Fedoz, val, 280 

Feldbach, 2J 

Feldkirch, 2x7 

Fellenberg. M. de, his agri- 
cultural institution, 9 

FelU thai, 1X5 « pass, xx5 

Felsbeig. 2$$ 

Felsen gallerle, ij2 

Felsenbuig castle, 128 

Felsenegg,i9 

Felsenhom, 129 

Feiden, 13 j 

Fermel thai, 13S 

Feman OaballerOk birthplace, 
179 

Femey, 174 

Ferrera thai, 261 

Ferro. FkMS0di«278 

F6te des Vignerons. 183 

Fettao alp^ 286 

Fex, val, 280. Glacier, 280 

Fez, piz. 25J 

Fibbia.La,ii8 

Fideris baths, 272 

Fideriser Au, 272 

Fler, 284 

Fiera, Val (dolomite), 284 

Filisur, 270 

Finhaut, 191 

Finsteraarhom, 10$ 

FhuteraarJoch,99 

glacier, 95 

— schlu<^t, 92 . 

Finstermunz pfMS, 287 

Fisistock, 129 

Flamatt. 147 

FlSscherberg; 216 

Flawyl, 209 

Fletscbhom, 202 

Fleurier, x6i 

FUms, 246 

— ^* to Ebn In Glarus by the 
Segnes pass. 241 

Flimserstein, 240 

Flix, Cuna det, 269 

Floods, Ixx 

Flora, alpine, Ixx, ji 

Fluchthom, 285 

Fliie. Nicohis von der. paternal 
residence, 6j. . Hermitage,64 ; 
Grave, 6} 
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FLUELA. 

Fluela Weiflshom, 279 

Fllielen, iij, 122 

to Bellinzona, iij 

• to Luoerne, ^ 

* to Engelberg by the Su- 

renen pass, 114; by the 
Uri Bothstock, 4$ 

FlUh pass, 112 

Flnmserjpasfl, m 

F5hn (wind), 4J, m 

Fontana Christaiiw, intennlt- 
tent spring, 287 

Foo pass, 17, 2«, 240 

Fooetockll, J7 

Fopperhom, 262 

Foppiano gorge, 207 

Forbes, Professor, Ixiii 

Foroellina pass, 262 

Foroola pass, 267, 29; 

Foroolaodo pass, 207 

Formazza, val, 207 

Foscagno pass, 295 

Fossil remains, 2} 

Four Cantons, lake of tb«, 4J 

Fragstein castle. 271 

Frambonrg stat., 162 

Frassinone waterfall, 202 

Fraaenfeld, 32 

Franenklrch, 274 

F^ef^o tunnel, 12 j 

Freiberge, 240 

Freudenberg, 21X, 21 j 

Freudenhom, 129 

Fbiboubg, 147. Suspension- 
bridges, 148. Canton, 150, 
Cathedral, 148. Excursions, 
150 

^-- to Lausanne, 147 

— — • to Berne, 147 

Friedricbshafen, 26 

Frisal thai, 239 

FrohbuTg (whey bath8> 1} 

Frohllchsegg, 320 

Frohnalpstock, 45 

Fnmt paas, 263 

Fruthwald, 207 

Fmtigen, 128 

to Adelboden-, i j8 

^—* to Thun, 128 

to Kandersteg, 128 

— — to An der Lenk, i j6 

Fuorcla pass, 280, 290 

Fuom, val. 284 

Fuoms, 292 

Furca, pats, 97 

Furcahom, 97 

Furgenbaumhon, 205 

Furke pass, Sefinen, 126 

Forkel pass, 262 

Fttrst» Walter, Urthplaoe, 114 

Forth, 264 

Fnrtwang Battel, 91 

FtttschSl pass, 285 



GSbris, 2x9 
Gadmen, 110 



gibbon's house. 

Gadmen* to Engstlen by the 
Satteli pasSk 112 

to the Rhone glader 

hotel or Grimsel, by the 
Trirt and Rhone leaders, 

97 

to Gnttanen by the Furt- 

wang Sattel, 9; 
Gadmenfluh, xio 
Gais (whey-ciire), 220 
Galenstock, 9$, 96, oi 
Gall, St^ 209. Abbey, 210. 
Tradition and history, 209. 
Cathedral, 310. Libra^, 210. 
Excursions, 21 x 

to Appenzell, 222 

-• to Zurich. 209 
Gallatin, birthplace, X70 
Gampel, m 

Gamschl glacier, 12$, X26 
Gamschillicke, 125 
Gansbrunnen, 7 
Ganter, 201 
Ganterlsch pass, 145 
Gasteren thai, 126, X29 
GauU glacier pass, 92, xox 
Geissberg, X09, 112 
QeiBsptaA lake, 204 I 

Gelmer See, 9; 

Gelmerbach fall. 9} I 

Gelten pass, x^8 
GemnipasSt X27, 129 
Gemsistock, 234 
Ctenevat 165. Cathedral, 167. 
Rousseau's Island. 167. Mu- 
seums, 168. libtary, x68. 
Hall of the Reformation, 
169. AtheniBum, 169. Bo- 
tanic Garden, 169. llieatre, 
17a Cemetecy, 170. His- 
tory, 171. The Escalade, X72. 
Illustrious natiyes, 170. En- 
virons, X7^ Lake, 177. Phy- 
sicians, x66. Shops, 166 
Geneva to Lausanne, Yevey, 
and Villeneuve, 176 

to Martigny by Tbonon, 

X96 
^■^ * to M^con, X64 
Genf (Geneva), 165 
Georges, St, 164 

Glaciere de, 164 

Gerenthal, xox 
Gerlhom, 128 
Ger8an.44. Ascent of the Rigi 

from, 45, 55 
Gerzensee, 72 
Geschenen, ixx, xx5 
Gessenay, X40 

Gessler's castle, 5& Death, $8 

Gessner, the) poet, birthplace, 

29 ; his summer retreal^ 230 

-— , the naturalist, birthplace, 

29. Herbarium, jo 
GesUer, or Chasseral, 8 
Giacomo, San, 260^ 267 

, Passo £ San, i&j 

, gorge, 260 

Gian, Piz, St^ 282 
Gibbon's house, 181 



GBAFSNOBT.. 

Glebel thai, 20$ 
Giessbach, 91. Falls, 91 
Glmmelwald, 79 
Gingolph, St, X97 
Giomlco (Imis), 119, 12 j 
Giuf, plz, 251 
Giumels, piz; 271 
{ Giumella pass, 267 
I Glacier guides, 90 
I Glaci&res (Ice-caves), 164. 
I Glaciers, Ivl. Extent, Ivti. 
I Thickness, IviiL Increase 

and diminution, Iviii, lix, 

Ixii. Movement, Iviii, li:^ 

IxiL Crevasses, lix. Ix. 

Colour, lix. Moraines, lix. 

Tables, Ixi. Red enow, IxU 

Moulins, Ixiii. 
— — of Grindelwald, 85, 97 

of Rosenlaui, 89. 

of the Aar, 9$ 

-— — of the ^Egischhom, loj 
— of the Bernese Oberland» 

8j 

of the Rhone, 96. 98 

of the Rhine,.i66> 

GlSmer Todi. 2Ji 

Glamisch, 2jo 

Glarus, 2J2. Name, 2}Z, 

Canton, 2jo. Valley of, 2ja 
— ♦ to Wesen, 250 
to baths of Stachelberg, 

230 
to- Rbichenau, by the 

Segnes pa8B» 240 
to Ilinz by Fluiixer pass, 

241 
•to Schwyz, by Pragel 

pass, 228 
Glaptt thai, 39 
Gleckstein, 99 
Glion. 185 
Gliss, X95 
Glisshom, 2co 
Glossaiy, Ixxxv 
Glnz-Blozbeim, ix 
Gnypenstock. $9 
Goats'-whey cure: establtsk' 

ments in Appenzell, 120- 
Gottre, Ixxvi 
Goldau, 58. Ascent of the Rigt 

from, 54 
GobEcm See, 250 
Gondo, 203. Gorge. 202. Gal> 

lerie, 202 
Gonten (whey-cure), 2r8 
Gonzen,r7 
Gonlohi,2ii 
Gordona water&ll, 261 
Gorge of Foppiano, 107 

of Gondo, 202 

— — ofPfiUferib2X4 
Gorges, Alpine, Iv 
Gorgier St Aubln, 157 
Gossau Junct stat^ 209 

Gothard, 8t,jMun.iii. xi9> 
Hospice, x2o.BaUwaj, "i. 

1x5, XI9. TlUUIBlt 122. 

Gottlieben, monasteiy, 24, 2; 
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Goggernttll, 259 
I Gu(^ glacier, 8j 
; Guides in Switzerland, xxi, 78, 

I 90 

! Guin Stat., 147 
i Gulmen» j6 
i Gumihorn, 76 
: Gamlingen, 66 

Gummflub, 142 
: Gunten, 74 

[ Gurflen (Grovello), 207 
, Gnrnlgel baths, tj, 145 
, Gattannen, 93 

to Stein or Gadmen by 

I the Fartwang Sattel, 9J 

Guttenberg castle, 217 



rammont, 197 
randson, 158. Battle, 158 
randval (Moutiers), 7 
randvauz, 151 
range baths, i2 

— stat., 194 
rassen glacier pass, 109 
raabiindeu (Grisons), 245 
rauehSmer, 2i6 
raubom, xi2 
reifen See, 28. Castle, 35 
reifenstein castle, 270 
reina pass, 254. Val, 254 
renchen (Grange) Baths, 12 
renzach, 20 
ressly, geologisk, 11 

rey. Lady Jane, letters of, jo ! Gwartlistock, 1x2 
rey Leagae, 247 1 Gyglistock, 98 

riatschouls, piz, 284 I Gyrenbad (baths), jt 

rlcs pass, 206 Gyslifluh, 19 

rimmi pass, ij6 I Gyswyl, 63 

rirasel pass, 92, 95. Hos- 
pice, 94 

— to Rhone glader,'^92 

— * to Meirlngen, 92 

— •to Grindelwald by the 
Strahleck, 98. *BytheLau- 
teraarjoch. 98 

— to Mefringen by the Ganli 
pass, xoo 

— •to Gadmen and Trift 
Limmi, 97 

— to Eg^schhom by Ober- 
aar joch, 100 

— to the Furca pass, 96 
rindelwald, 84. Glaciers, 84 

— to Meirlngen, by the 
Great Scheideck. 88 



Haag. 2XJ 

Habsburg, castle, 17. Nen, 57. 
Baths, 19 

Hacken pass, 6r, 226 

Hahnenberg, 109 

Hahnenmoos pass, i;8 

Halden, Arnold an der, birth- 
place, 64 

Haldenstetn castle, 24; 

Hallam, Robert, birthplace, 24 
I Hanuneriin, the Reformer, 



— • to Lauterbnmnen by the I birtlq)lace, 29 
Wengem Alp (Little Schei- \ Handeck, 9J. Falls of the 
deck), 80 I Aar, 91 

— •to Interlaken, 77 , Hangendhom, 9; 

— to 'the Grimsel by the ! Harder, 76 
Strahleck pass, 98 ; by the | HSrten, 240 
Lanteraar jodb^ 100 ' Hartsem Spltze, 72 

Tion, X89, 198 I Hasenmatte, ix 

RisOKs (Granbtlnden), 245. ! Hasli thai, 89, 90 
Language, 244. History and Hauenstein, xj 



government, 245 

rono, 267 

rossgant, X15 

roftshom, 70 

rotte desF^ i6j, 190 

nibenberit X4X 

riim Alp^ 292 

rrtinhora, 105, 2^ Ltlcke, 

rUtli or Rtttli, 46 
ruy^re8,X44 

— to Thnn by the Schwarz ' Hehirichsbad, 222 
See and baths of Dom^ne,X44 ' Heinzenberg, 255, 264 
rynaa castle, 3$ Helleplatte, 9J 



I Hansen, j8 
I Hausstock, 239 
I Haut de Cry, 192 
I HanteviUe Ghfttean, 18 j 
i Hants Geneveys, 159 
I Health, precautions for, xxxl 
I Heiden baths, (whey-cure), 2x9 
He^ts of mountains, lakes, 
I andpasses, 1, XI 
I Heiligenkrenz, 204. Talley, 
204 



^spaltenhom, X25 
tstaad, 62. 139 
steig, 77, i|8 
— *to Sepey, 146 
fstabtboch &11, 228 
fuarda, 285 
ruardaval castle, 284 
ruferbom, 26; 



Helsenhom, 205 
Herglswyl, 57 
Herisau, 222 
Hertenstein, 4} 
Herzogenbuchsee, X5 
Heuberg, xix 
Heustrich-Bad, 7;, 128 
Hilterflngen, 74 



ILANZ. 

Hindelbank, X5 

Hlnter Rhein, source, 258, 265 

Hinterberger see, 91 

Hlnter Spitzalpeli, 2 J4 

Hinterrhein, 205 

Hinterruck, 224 

Historical sketch, Ixxviii 

Hochenhom, XJ4 

Hochflue, 45 

Hochstttekli, 226 

Hof (Imhof). 92 

Hofwyl, agricultural Institu- 
tion, 9 

Hohen Rhatlen castle, 256 

Hohenklingen castle, 23 

Hohenrain, 25 

Hohenstollen, 64, 65 

Hohentwiel, 23 

Hoherkasten, 2x2, 221 

Holbein — collection of his 
drawings at Bale, 2. Anec- 
dotes of, } 

Hombuii; castle, 13 

Horbis thai, 45, X09 

Horgen, J4, 35* 39 . 

Horn baths, 2X2 

Horses, xx 

Hospenthal, 97> 117 

• to the Rhone glacier by 

the Furca pass, 96 

^•toFlttelen, 113 

-— - to Afrolo and Belllnzona 
by the St. Gothard pass, 1 19 

Hospice all' Acqua, 208 

Hotels, xxiii 

Huber, birthplace, X70 

Hiifl glacier, 249 

Hugi's hut, 95 

HUllehom, 305 

Hiimmelwald, 22i 

Himdahom, 1x6 

Hundswyler Tobel, 222 

Huneck castle, 74 

Hiinenflnh, 78 

HUnhigen, 6 

Husbandry, Swiss, Ixxv 

, school for practical, 9 ' 

Huss, John, his prison, 24. 
Place of execution, 25 

Huts, mountain, xxvii 

Hutten, Ulrich von, his retreat 
and burial-place, 34 



Ibach, 60, 228 
Ice-caves (glacidres), 164 
Ifflgen, 1^7 
llfigenbach &11, x j7 
Ililnz, 246 

to Andermatt, 246 

• • to Coire, 247 

—— to Dissentis, 247 

• to Splttgen by the Val- 

serberg, 264; by the Li3ch- 
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Uanz to ThuiU by the Savlen 

thai and Stege paa8,';264 
to Olivone by the Disnit 

aud Oreina panes, 251 
* to Elm and Glanu by 

the Fanixer pass, 241; *by 

the SeKoes pass, 241 
He de St Pierre (uousseau's 

Island), i$4 
Imfeld, 204 
Imhof(Hof),9t 
^— to the Grimsel, 92. • By 

the Ganli glacier pass, q2 
to Engstlen and &Dgel- 

berg bythe Joch pass, ixi 
->— to wasen by the Sosten 

pass, no 
to the Rhone glacier or 

Grimsel by the Trlft and 

Rhone glaciers, 92 
to Grindelwald by the 

BergliJoch,92 
to Rosenlaai by the Wet- 

terlimmi or Weltsattel, 92 
Imler, St, 8 
Immensee, 40, 58, X2i. Ascent 

of the Rlgi ftom, 54 
Inn, riyer, source, 280 
Inns, Swiss, xxiii 
Ins (Anet), 152 
Interlaken, «75. Excursions, 

•76. 
to Lauterbmnnen, 77 

— to Grindelwald, 77 
• to Thun, 74 

•to the Giessbach, ^Brienz 

andMeiriDgen,9o 

— to Slon or Slcrre by the 
Rawyl pass, 136 

Intschi, 115, 122 
Inundations of the — 

Dran8e,i92 

Lauibach, 61 

Linth, i5, 2ji 

Ticlno, 119 

zSF(T?iiile). 156 
Isella, 20i 
Iseltwald, 92 
Isenfluh, 78 
Isenthal, 45 
Isla Fers, I89 
Iznang, 24 



J. 

Jacob, St., battle of, 12 

Jaman, dent.de, 142 

— , col de, 142, 185 

Jaun, 141 

Jenatz, 272 

Jerome, of Prague, St, his 

prison, 24 
Joch pass, 112 
Jochli pass, 6; 
Jollmont, 152 



KIPPEL. 

Jorat, i$o 

Jortesi, col de, 14; 

Jougne Stat., 162 

Joux, Fort de, i6x 

1 Lac de, 163 "* 

Juchlistock, 95 

Julier pass, 268. Plz, 281 

Julius's Columns, 269 

Jungfrattf 81. 10$. Ascent 
from Eggischhom, 105. As- 
cent from Lauterbrunnen, 
80 

Joch. 9i, 1^5 

Jfingibninnen. xi2 

Jura fossils, 10 

Justi thai, 74 



Kaferberg, ji 

Kaien, 219 

Kaiser, sculptor, birthplace, 14 

Augit, 16 

Kaiserstocl^ 45 

Kaiserstuhl, 6j 

KaUcstocUi. 240 

Kammerstock, 2|| 

Kammlistock, 250 

Kamor, 2x2, 221 

Kandersteg, 128 

— ^ to Leukerbad by the Gem- 
mi pass, 128; * by the Fltih 
pass, XJ2 

— — *to Fmtigen and Thun, 
128 

~— * to Lauterbmnnen by the 
DUndengrat and Sefinen 
Furke passes, 126; * by the 
Tschingel glader pass, 125 

^* to the LStschenthal and 

Turtman by the liStsch pass, 

to Adelboden in the Engs- 

ligen thai, X28 

Eimderthal, 128 

Kappel, j8, 224. Battle of, 
^8 

Earpfstock, 2J2, 240 

Karrenegg Pass, 3S 

Karstelenbach, 249 

KSteis, 256 

Kauffmann, Angelica, birth- 
place, 244 

Keith, Marshal, 157 

Kemble, John, grave, 182 

Kerenzenberg, 2j2 

Kerns, 108 

Kesch, plz, 270, 284 

Klenholz, 90 

Kienthal, X28 

Kieaen stat, 72 

Kinzig Kulm, 228, 2j6 

KIppel. 13} 

to Kandersteg by the 

Lotsch pass, xj j 

— to the Eggischhom by the 
Lotschensattel, us 



ULUJSMJSN. 

Kippel to the Bel Alp by the 

Beichgrat i$$ 
Kirchalphora, 265 
Klrchellspitz, 276 
Klrchet, 92 
Kistengrat pass, 2J9 ; 
Klauaen pass. 2?? 
Klein-Laufenburg. 20 
Klein T8di, 2}$, 2j8 
Klenoihorn, 200 
Klimsenhom. 57 
KlOnsee, 2jo, 
KlSnthiO, 210 
Klosterll stat, 51 
Klosters, 272 

' to Ooire, 271 



Klus, 1x4. Pass, 140. Gk)Tge, 

27X 
Knapsack, xxxl 
Knox, John, at Goieva, 172 

Kopfkiach (lignite mines), J5 

KSnigsfelden, 16 

Kosciusko, 10 

KrSbel, 51 

Krachentbal, xx6 

Kranzberg. 104 

Krattigen, 74 

Kray alp pass, 221, 224 

Kreuzli pass. 250 

KreazUngen, 26 

Krleg Alp pass, 205 

Kriegalpstock. 205 

Kriens, 42 

Kmmmenau, 224 

KUblls, 272 

Kulm, pass, 2J7 

Kunkels pass, 2x6 

Kilpfenfluh, 275 

KHssDAcht, on Lake of Zurich, 

J |. On Lake of Lucerne, 58. 

Ascent of Rlgi from, 54 
Kyburg castle, 28 



Laax, X02, 246. Tobel, 246 

Laaxer Seo^ 246 

Lachen, }$ 

Lake dwellings, ancient, Ixxvii, 
I4» W.30,J4»i5.i5J, 154 

Lakes, Swiss, Ixiv 

LSmmeren Racier, 1^7 

Landeron, 154 

Landfalls, Ixv 

Landauart 241 

Langhaus, Madame, her monu- 
ment, x$ 

Langnau,66 

Langref. piz. 269 

Languard, piz, wB 

Langwies, 275 

Lanzada, 291 

Lanzo d'lntelvio, 124 

Laquinhom, 102 

Laubeck castle and goi^e, 140 

Laubergrat, 65 

Lauberhom. 84 

Lauberstocki 64 

Laucherspitze, xi2 j 
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Lauenoi* to An der Lenic by 
the TrflttUsberg pass, i j8 

to Gsteig by the Chrinnen 

pass, X}8 

Laufelfingen, ij 

Laufen, 6 ; castle, 21 

LAufenburg. 20 

LAupen. 147 ; battle, 14^ 

LAUSANint, 179. Cathedral, 180. 
Castle, 180. Museum, x8t. 
College, 181. Picture gallery, 
x8i. House of Gibbon. 181, 
Excursions, 181. Cemetery, 
182. 

* to Soleure, 151 

— to ViUeneuve by Vevey, 
179 

• to Fribouig and Berne. 

147 

• to Geneva, 176 

• to Neuch&tel, 157 

• to Pontarlier, 162 • 

LAuteraar glacier, 9$ 
-— Joch.99 
Lanterbnument 7S 
— - upper valley of, 79 
to Miirren, 78 

to Gilndelwald by the 

Wengem alp (Uttle Schei- 
deck), by the carriage-road, 
80 

— to Eandersteg by the Sefi- 
nen Furke and DUndengrat 
passes, 126; by theTschln- 
gel glacier pass, 125 

to the LStschenthal by 

the Petergrat, 125 

-< — to the Eggischhom by the 
Roththal Sattel, 80 

• to Interlakeo, 77 

Jjautersee, 64 

Lavater, blrtlq)lace, 29; his 
church, JO ; parsonage, jj ; 
his death, jo 

Lavaux wine, i8j 

Lavazjoch. 248 

Lavey baths, 190 

Lavin, 285 

LavinnoB, val, 285 

Lavlrum pass, 284 , 

Lawlnen Thor, 80 

Lebendu, lac, 207 

Lecherrette, la, 145 

Lefort, councillor of Peter the 
Great : birthplace, 170 

Leggia, 267 

Leistkamm, j6 

Lemaiit l^c, 176 ; winter re- 
fuges on, 187 

Lenk, An der, i;6 

to Lauenen by the Trtttt- 



lisberg, xj8 
•toPrtiti 



litigenbytheHahn- 

enmoos pass, i j6 
to Sion or Sierre by the 

Rawyl, 117 
— to Leukerbad or Sierre W 

the Wildstrubel, ij6 
Lenz, 268 
Lenzerhom, 268 



LUGBRHB. 

Leonard. St, stat., 194 
Leone, Monte, 202, 205 
Leuk,ijj; baths (Leukerbad), 

Leukerbad (Loudche-les-Bains) 

xji ; excursions, xj2 
• to Kandersteg by the 

Gemmi pass, 128 ; by the 

Rfih pass, in 
— to the Rhone valley at 

Susten or Sierre, xj2 
to the Lotschenthal by the 

Faldum pass, iji 
— • to An der Lenk by the 

Wildstrubel, xjb 
lieventina, val, 1x9, 252 
Leuk-Susten, X94 
Libraries — 

Bale. 4 

Berne, 68 

Coire (Chur), 244 

Engelberg, 108 

St Gall, 2x0, 211 

Geneva, 168 

Neucb&tel, X55 

Schaffhausen, 22 

Zofingen. ij 

Ztiricfa, 30 
Lichtensteig, 22i 
Lichtenstein principality, 2x7 ; 

castle, 24J 
Lies pass, 263 
liestal, x2 

Lbnmemtobel, 2J4, 239 
Linard, piz, 285 
Lindan, 27 
Linth thai, 233 ; river, 3$ ; 

Von der, 3S 
Lioson, lac, 145 
Lischanna, piz, 287 

val, 286 

Lisighaus, 224 
Livlgno, 284 ; val, 284, 29; 
Lobsing, 155 
LSchliberg pass, 259, 264 
Locle, le, xoo 
LSffelhom. 100^ xox 
col des, 159 



Iiohner, 120 

Lostallo, 207 

IxStsCh pass, 1^4 

LStschenliicke, or LStschen- 
Battel, xj5 

Lotschenthal, 133 

Lou^che-les-Bains (Leukerbad), 
IJI 

Louis-Philippe, schoolmaster at 
Reichenau, 255 

Lewenberg, 246 

Lowers, 50; lake, 59 

Luc, De, btrthidace, 170 

Luoendro, lac, source of the 
Reuss, X18 

Lucens, X5J 

LncBRKB, 40. Bridges, 41. 
Church, 41. Arsennl, 41$ 
Stauffer's museum of Swiss 
animals, 42. Thorwaldsen's 
Lion, 4t. Walks, 42. Ex- 
cursions, 42. Lake, 41 



HANNIiieHEN. 

Lucerne to Schwyz by KUss- 

nacht, « 7 
to Flttelen by tbe lake, 

40 
to Mehringen or Brienz by 

the BrtUiig, 61 
— ^ to Berne or Than, by the 

Entlebnch, 65 

• to Zurich by nil. JS 

* to Olten and Bftl^ xi 

to Bellinzona, 121 

Ludlow, the regicide; grave, 

x8j 
Luggage^ XV 
Lugnetz thai, 25J 
Lukmanier pass, 251 
Lumbretn, 2$j 
Ltlner See, 271, 276 
Lungen, piz, 269 
Lungem, 64 ; lake, 63 
LunghJno, monte, 280. Lake, 

280 
Lutry, 151 

Liitschine torrent 77 
Luziensteig, fortified paas, 216, 

217 
Luzzon, val. 254 
Luzzone, pass, 254 
Lyoaa or MAoon to Geneva 

(raU). 164 
Lyssjunctstat, 9 



Maderaner thai. 249 

Krenzli paas to DlseoitiSf 

Maoraimo pass, 260 

waterfiadl, 260 

Madriser thai, 261 

Madulein, 284 

Maggia, Bochetta di Val. 209 

Mlmrenhom, 92 

Maien, iix 

Maienwand, 96 

Mainau, 25 

Maing glacier. 132 

Malra river, source, 280 

Maladers, 275 

Malenoo, vaX 294 

Mallx, 268 

Malleray, 7 

Malqja or Maloggia, 278. Paas, 

278 
to Nanders and the pass 

of Finstermtlnz, 278 
to Ghiesa by tbe Muret to 

Malpertuu.^ a gorge on the 

Rune, 165, 176 
Malters stat, 65 
Malvaglia, 25J 
Mammem, 21, n 
Manfred, where written, 174 
Manfiped's castle, 77 

MannUch^^^^^j^^^e 
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Maps, xlvi 

Marat, birthplace, 157 
Macheinu, 164 
Margarethen, St., Jiinct. stat., 

212 
Margna, piz, 280 
Maria, Sta., hospice of, 252. 

Culm, 25J 
Maijelen see^ 104, IJS . 
Marmels, 269 
Marmoren, 269 
ACaroggia, 124 
Marschllns castle, 246 
Marscholhom, 266 
Martigny, 191 
— • to Geneva by Thonoo, 196 

• to VilleneuTe, 187 

Martinet glacier^ 189 
Martinsbrttck, 2S7 
Martinsdruck, 85 
Maitinslocb, 85, 241 
Masino baths, 278, 294 
Massa gorge, 102, xo6 I 

Matt, 240 I 

Matten, ij6 1 

Matti thai, 205 ! 

Mattstock, 224 i 

Manensee, 14 . 
Manpertnis^the mathematician, { 

grave, 6 | 

Maurice, St., 190. Bridge, 189. 

Abbey, 190. Grotte des F^, I 

190 \ 

to Martigny, 190 

• to Villeneuve, 187 

— • to Geneva by Thonon, 196 

Mayenfeld, 24^ 

Medel, piz, 252 

Medelser tha( 252 

Meggenhom, 43 

Meglisalp, 221 

Meilen, 34 

MeiUerie rocks, 197 

Meinrad, hermit, fomider of 

Einsiedeln, 225 
Meiiingen, 89 

to Interlaken, 90 

to the Rbi}ne glacier by 

the Grimsel pass* 92 
to Engelberg by the Joch 

pass, III 
to Wasen by the Sosten 

pass, no 
— — *to Grindelwald by the 

Great Scheideck, 88 
• to Lucerne by the Brtt- 

nig. 6x . 
~— to Sarnen bytheHohen- 

stoUen and Melchtbal, 64 
Melchse^ 65 
Melchthal, 64 
Mello, pass. 291 
Mels,J7 
to Glams by the Bieseten 

pass, 37; by the Bamina or 

Foo pass, 37 
to Vattis in the Calfisaser 

Thai. 38 
Menzbei^ 66 
Merligen, 74 j 



MOULINS. 

Mesmer, birthplace,. 24 
Mesocco.267. yal,267. Castle, 

267 
Mettenberg, 86 
Mettmenstettin stat., 38 
Mezza Selva; 272 
Mezzem, piz, 283 
Michel, piz, St., 268, 279 
Miezdi, piz, 285 
Milden, 153 

Minidunum (Moudon), 153 
Minschun, piz, 286 
Mirabeau, where imprisoned, 

161 
Mittagfluh, 140 
Mittaghom, 79 
Mittagslticke, xx2 
MitteLhom, 86, i2j; 
Mittenberg, 244 
Moesa, river; source, 266. Falls, 

266 
Moesola, lago, 266. Piz, 266 
Mofettes (Jets of carbomic add 

gas), 286 
Mol^n, 144 
MolinSra, 243 
Molins, 269 
MoUis, 231 
Monch, 84, X05 
— Joch, 104 
Money, Swiss, xiii 
Monnetier, 174 
Mons Angelorum (Engelberg), 

108 
Montbovon, 142 
— — to Muntreux or Vevey by 

tlie Dent de Jaman pass, 142 
Monthey, 197. Blocks of, 197 
Montreux, 185 
Teritet, 185. Excursions, 

185 
— — * to Montbovon and Chft- 

tean d'Oez by the (X>1 de 

Jaman, X42 
Moraines, Ix 
Jforat, X51. Battle, 151. Lake, 

X52 
Morbegno, 295 
Morcles, Dent de, 189 
Morel, 102 



IlBBIKONk 



Morgaten, 227. 
Merges, 179 
Moi^n, 197 
Moritz, St, 28X. 



Battle, 217 



Curbans, 281. 

Waters, 281. Excursions, 282 
• to Coire by the Julier 

pass, 268; *by the Albula 

pass, 283 
— — to Chlavenna by the Ma- 

loja pass, 278 

to Pontresina, 280, 287 

— ^ to Nauders and the Pass 

of Finstermiinz, 279 
Moraex. 174 
Morschwyl stat., 211 
Morteratscb, piz, 289 

glacier, 289 

Metiers Travers, i5x 
Mondon (Milden), 153 , 
Moulins, 142, 14$ 



Monntain-elimbing, xxxU 

Moutiers Grandval. 7 

Montiers val, 6, 7 

Moveran, Grand, 189, 198 
' Mtihlehom, 36 

Mttblen, 269 

Miihlenen, 77, 128 

Miihlestalden, 98, iio 
I Mules, XX 
! MtUheim, 32 
, Munchenlnicfasee, 9 
i Mttnchenwyler, 151 

Mundaun, piz, 247 

Munoth, castle, 22 

Milnsingen, 72 

Mttnster (MouUers), 7. In the 
Valais, xox 

thai, 6 

Mttnsterlingen, 26, 211 

Munteratsch, piz, 269 

Muotta, 228 

toGlamsbythePragel, 22& 

to Stachelbeig by the 

i BIsi thai, 235 

I to Altdorf by the Kinsig 

Kuhn, 235 

Muotta thai, 228 

Muottas Mmnil, 283, 288 

Mnrann, pis, 243 

Mnretto pass. 291 
' piz, 262 

Mnrg, 36, 232 

Mlirren, 78, 126 

— to Kandersteg by the 
passes of the Sefioen Fnrke 
and DUndengrat, 126 

to Kandersteg, or the 

LStschenthal by the Tschin- 
gel glacier pass, 125 

, Miirtschenstock, 36, 232 
I Museums — 

Bftle,3^ 

Berne, 68 

Geneva, 168 

Lausanne, 181 

Lucerne, 42 

Neuchfttel, 155 

Soleure, xo 

Zflrlch, 30 
Musical boxes, 15a 
Mutsch, 251 
Mutten, 228. See, 239 
Mutthom, 125 
Mnttler, pi% 287 
Mythen, 46, 6x 
Mythenstein, 46 



NSfels, 231. Battle^ 231 

Nagelis Griiai, 94 

Nair, piz, 282 

Nanikon, JS 

Nanzer thai, 195 

Napf, 66 

Narexen, 232 

Naters, 102 

Nauders, 287 

Nave, Rochers de, 185, x86 
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SBGKBB* 

Necker. the minister : birtb- | 

place, 170. KesIdeDce, 1*78. 

Grave, I^S 
Necker, tlie geologist: birtli- 

place. 170 
Nera pass, X19 
Nero, lago. 292 
Ne8sel,io6 
Neeselthal, no 
Nesslau, 224 
Nesthom (Bietscbhom% 106, 

1J5 
Netstal, m 
Neuchfttel, 154. Pictnre'gal- 

Iery,i55. Museum, 155. Ob- 

fiervatoiy, 155. Excuralous, 

156. Lake. 155. 
— — to La Chaux de Fonds and 

Locle, 159 
— — to Iverdun and Lausanne, 

157 

• to Pontarlier, x6o 

* to Blenne (Blel), 1$} 

Neuenstadt, 154 

Nea-Hal»boig, 57 j 

Nea-SL Johann, 224 

Neiihansen, 20 

Neoveville, 154 

N^vrf, Ivli 

Nicolas von der Hile^ St., the 

hermit, 6j. 64 
Nidan, 9, 15J 
Nidelbad, jj 
Nieder see, 231 
Niederwald, loi 
Niesen, ^3. Ascent from Thun, 

71 ; from Frutigen, 128 
Noiraigae, 162 
Nolla gorge, 256 
Nottwyl, 14 
Novidmimn (Nyon), 178 
Niifenen, 208. Pass, 208 

to W&DZ, 262 

Nyon, 178 

0. 

Oberaw glacier, 95^ xoo 
Oberaarbom, xoo 
Oberaaijoch, 100 
Ober*Alet8ch glacier, ic6 
Oberalp pass, 249. See, 249 
Oberalpstock, 249 
Oberblegi See, m 
Oberdorf, 17 
Obergestelen, xox 
•^— to Airolo by the Niifenen, 

208 
-— * to the Gximsel, xox 

* to the Rhone glacier, 101 

Oberhalbstein-Rhein valley,268 
Oberhofen, 74 
Oberkellen pass, 221, 224 
OberUrcb, J5 
Oberland, Bernese, 7J 
Obermeilen, jj 
Oberried, 212 
Ober-Rieden, 33 
Obersaxen, 247 
Ober-SchSnenbacb, 228 



FEIPEN. 

Ober see, 2jx| 
Obervatz. 268 
Oberwald, lox ' 
Oberwinterthnr (Vitodonmn), 

28 
Obstalden, 2}l 
Ocbe, Dent d', X97 
Ocbsenberg, 1x2 
Ochsenblanlce, 234 
Ochsenstock, 2J4 
Octodnrus (Martigny), 19X 
Oehningen quarries, 23 
Oenslngen stat. 9 
Oerlikon, 28 
Oeschinen see, 127, X29 

— Rothhom, 129 
Ofener pass, 284 
Ofenhom, 204 
Oldeuhom, 139, 146 
Olivone, 25J 

OUon St. Triphon, x88 
Olten, 13 

•to Bale, il 

to Lucerne, 13 

— to Berne, 15 

-— to Soleure and Blenne, 9 

to Waldshut, 19 

Oltschibach waterfall, 90 

Omeinaz, lac d', 144 

Orbe, 1 62. River, its source, i6j 

Ordlegna waterfall, 278 

Ormond dessus, 198 

Ormonts, val des, X46, 189 

Oro, monte del, 262 

Oron, X50 

Ortenstein castle, 256 

Ossasco, 208 

Ossola, Domo d', 20J 

Ot, piz, 28j 

Ottersbalm, 115 

Ouchy, 179 

Outfit, XXX 



P. 

Padella, piz, 2B3 

Paix, lie de, 186 

Palezieux, Junct. stat., 15X, 1S3 

Palfl. ^piz, 29a Glacier, 292. 

Lake, 29X 
Pan. Mallet du (writer), birth- 

place, 170 
Panlx, 242 
Panixer pass, 241 
Pantenbriicke, 2)3 
Paracelsus, 226. Birthplace, 

237 
Parpon, 268 
Passes of the Alps» 1. Heights 

of, 1 
Passeti, pass. 267 
Passports, xil 
Pasturages, Ixxiii 
Pasugg, 244 
Payeme, 153 
Peaks, Alpine, 1 
Pedestrian 'travellers, hints to, 

xxxi 
Peiden, 25J, 264 



FONTK. 

Pelst, 275 

Peimilucus (Villeneuve), 186 

Pensions* xxvi 

Pepin, where he passed the. 

Alps, 253 
Perdatsch, 252 
Perron, le, 191 
Persal (Berisal), 20X 
Perte du Rhdne, 167, 175 
Ptesciora, pizzo, 208 
Pestalozzi, birthplace, 29. His 

first school, 15. Residence,. 

X58. Grave, 17 
Peter's De, St., X53 
Peters Grat, 125 

Plata, St., 263. Thai, 2631 

Petershausen, 24 
Peterzell, St., 22? 
Pfaffensprung (Priest's Leap), 

PiSfferB Bathff 2x3. Con. 

vent, 2x5 

PfafBkon See^ 35 

Pfyn,x94 , 

Pianazzo, 260 

Piazzi, dma di, 295 

Plchoux gorge, 7 

Pictet, grave, X71 

Pierre h, Bot, 156 

— »> aux Dames, 176 

— k Voir, 192 
I » He de St., 154 

Pertuis, 7 

Pierres au Diable, 176 

de Niton, X72 

PUate. Pontius, legend of hi» 
death, 56 

Pilatus, 55. Superstition con* 
J ceming,56. Ascent by Her- 
S^^lf 57; ^^ Alpnach,. 
' 57 

I Pillon, col de, X47 
I Piora, val, 25X 

Piottino, monte, X19 

Pisciadella, 293 

Pisoc, piz, 287 

Piumegna waterfall, 119 



Piuro, 277 

Plan des lies, 147 

Plans, les, X46, X89' 

Plantamour, astronomer, birlhi> 
place, X70 

Platalva, 234 

Platta,252. Piz, 269 
! Plattamida, 293 
I Platten, 135 

I Platteuberg quarries, 240 
I Platz (St. Peter's), 263 ; (Sa* 
I vien) 264 ; (Davos) 273 
I Pleiades, X83 
I Plenrs, 277 

Pleyaux, X83 

Point, lac de St., x6x 

Ponmiat (Val Formazza), 207 

Pont, le (Vall^ de Joux), 
163 

Pontarlier, x6x 

— to Lausanne, x62 

to Keuchfttel, x6o 

Ponte (Engadine), 283 ^ 
Digitized by VjUVJ VIC 
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PONTB. 

Ponte, chalets, 199 
Pontresins, 288. EzcarsionB, 

288. ToaroftheBeniina,29o 
— — * to Sllvaplana by the 

Fuorcla de Sarlei, 289 

to PoKhiavb, Le Ptcbc, 

by the Bemina pus, 291 

to the baths of Bonnio, 

29J 

to Chiesa or Posdiiavo by 

the Sella pass, 291 
to Chiesa by the Caput- 

schin pass, 291 

to CoUco. 292 

Population, Ixxi 
Porcbabella glacier, 270 
Porrentruy, 7 
Port da Sex, 197 
. ■ ■■ Valais, 187, 197 
Porto Yal Travsglia, 134 
Portus Valesia (Port Valal8> 

187 
Poschiavo, 291 
to Chiesa in Yal Malenco 

by the Oandano pass, 294 
to baths of Bormio by the 

Passo di Val Viola, 29? 
to Le Presa and Tirano, 

293 
• to Pontresina by the 

Bemina pass, 291 
Postage, xiv 

Posting in Switzerland, xvill 
Pragel pass, 229, 232 
Pratteln Junct. stat., Z2 
PrattigSa, 271 
Pr^gny. 178 
Preinia,207 
Pr6s^, le, baths of, 29} 
— • to Chiesa, in Val Malenoo, 

by the Canciano pass, 294 
Promontogno, 27*/ 
Pulaschln, piz, 269 
PuUy, 182 

Pulmenga castle^ 249 
Pyrimont, 165 



^arten, 36 
<^ainten, j6 



Babinsa, valley of the (Savien 
Thai), 264, 268 

Badol£Bhom, 98 

Kadolfszell, 2j 

Saetia, Roman province, 244 

Bagatif (baths), 21J. Excur- 
sions, 215 

< to Reichenan by the Enn* 

kels pass, 255 

to Goire, 24^ 

to n&nz, DIsentIs, and 

Andermatt, 246 

— • to Rorschach, 2x1 



Railw 



jtif to Chiavenna hy the 
itlgen pass, 264 

to Bellinzona by the S. 
Bernardino pass, 264 

to Davos by Prattigan, 

ways, xvi 
Ramina pass, J7, 2^1, 240 
Ranzo-Gera, 124 
Ranz des vaches. Ixxv, 141 
Rappen thai, 204 
Rapperachwyl, 19,14. Bridge, 

Raron stat., 195 
Bftterlchsboden, 9; 
Ranracorum, Augusta (Augst), 

16 
Rautispits, 2)2 
Rawyl pass, i}6, 1^7 
Realp,97 

Realt, Hoch, casUe, 256 
Reddngen, loi, 204 
Recule^ 176 
Reding, Aloys, his grave, 60. 

Cradle of the fomily, 227 
Regizi, Furke, xj2 
Reichenan, 2^,246, 255. Island, 

24 
Reichenbach (baths), in Haslt- 

thai. 88. InKanderthal,i28. 

Falls, 88 
* to Ragatz by the Kun- 

kelB pass, 216 
to SplQgen by the Savien- 

thal and Lochliberg pass, 

264 
Reiden, ij 
Reidenbacb, 140 
Reinach, 6 
Remiis, 287 
Rencherette stat., 8 
Renggli Pass, 77 
Rennendorf (Courrendlhi), 7 
Resti castle, 90 

Beuss river, source, xi8. Val- 
ley of the, X15 
Rh&tten (Hohen), castle, 256 
Rh&zlins, village and castle, 255 
Rhetikon, 271 
Rhein,Hinter,255. Source, 265 

Mittel, 252 

Vorder, 255. Source, 249 

Rheinau, 21 
Rheineck, 2x2 
Rheinfelden, 16 
Rheinwald glacier (source of 

the Hinter Rhein), 265 
Rheinwaldbom, 26} 
Rhine (see RheinX Junction 

with the Aar, 20. Falls at 

Schaflhaasen, 2x. Sources, 

240, 252, 26x 
Rhoden,Ansser, 218. Inner, 2x8 
Rrokb, glacier and source, 96. 

Junction with Arve, 173. 

Perte dn, 16;. 175 
Rhone glacier to Ho6penthal,96 
— to Brieg, lox 
Rhonestock, 98 
.RichetU pass. 214, 140 ^■^^■^ 



RfchJsan, 229 

Richterachwyl, 34 

Riddes, 192 

Riedx;4. Pass, 1^4, 228 

Rieder alp, xo6 

Riedem. 230 

Riedwyl, 15 

Riein, piz, 25; 

Rieseten pass, 3^, 240 

Rietbad, 224 

Rifle-shooting, Ixxii 

Rigi,48. Railways, 49. Notre 
Dame des Neiges and Hos^ 
pice, 48. Mud-torrent, 53. 
Kaltbad, 51. Summit or 
Kulm, 52. Kulm inns. 52. 
Staffelhaus, 51. View firam 
summit, 52. Spectre of, 5J. 
Scheideck. 51 

Rigi, ascents of the— 
fiom Goldan, or Art, 54 
H Immensee, 54 
„ Kttssnacht,54 
„ Weggis,54 
M Gersau, 55 
„ Lowen,59 
„ Vltznan,49 

Rigifirst stat., 5x 

Rinderhom, x|o 

Ringelspitz, 216 

Ringgenberg castle, 92 

Ripaille, 196 

Ritom, lac, 251 

Ritter, pass, 205 

Ritzlihom, oj 

Rive, de la, birthplaoe. X70 

Rivers, Swiss, Ixiv 

Robenhausen, }$ 

Roche Fendue, 160 

Roffla gorge, 258 

Roffna^ 269 

Rolle, 178 

Romainmotier. i6a 

Romantch language^ 1^ 

Romanshom, J2 

to Zttrich, n 

Romerlo, San, 293 

R<Hnont, X50 

RondchAtel, 8 

Rongella post-olBce, 257 

Rorschach, 21 z 

— ^ to Gais and Appenzell. 
2x7 

to Coire and Bagatx, 

211 

— - to Heiden, Gais, and Ap- 
penzell, 217 

R88a,la,29J 



Rosatsch piz, 281, 282 
Rosatsch) 



gladcr. 



; val. 290 



Roseg (or 

288 
-— ,Diz,29or 
Rosenhom, 86 
Rosenlaui, 88 
to Imhof oyer the Engel- 

homer. 92 
Ros8a,267 
Rosea, col delta, 204 
Rouherg^ fail qf t^ 58 
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BO0SE. 

Bosai, minister of the Pope, 
birthplace, 170 

Bossillon, 164 

Boflsinldra, 142 

Rosso, Cima del, 280 

Rothenbrunn baths. 256 

Rotbenthunn, 226 

Rothhom, Brienxer, 91 

-^— Thtiner, ^J 

Roth see, 19 

Roththal. 80. Sattel, 105 

Rotifloh, the, 11 

Rotsb^g castle, 61 

Rotzloch,62 

Roogemont, 141 

Bonsseaa on the lake of Bienne, 
154. At Motiers Travers, 
162. At Geneva (birthplace), 
J^i. At Veyey, i8j. At 

' Clarens,i84. AtCaiUloD, 186. 
At MeiUerie, nyj 

Rousses, les, 164 

Routes, Skelbxon, in Switzer- 
land, zzzix 

Rovano, passo, 291 

Roveredo, 267 

Rnbli, 141 

Ruchen, 2j8, 2501 Pkas* 3j8. 
Joch, 250 

Rob, 150 

Ra^ras,249 

Rnete, 15 

Rugen, 76 

Ruppen, 212 

Biischlikon, 33 

Rnssein, piz (T5di> 2J5, 2 j8 

.val,2;5,2j8 

Rasseiner Tobel, 2 j8, 248 

Rati Stat., J5 

Riitli, 215 

Bus, yal de, 159 



Saane, zj8; fall of the, IJ9 

Saanen (Gessenay), 140 

— '— to Sion by the Sanetsch 

paBS,ij8 
Saa8berg,2n 
8ach8eln,6j 
Sacldngen, 20 
Saletz, 2X2 
Sal^ve, mont, l^} 
Salgesch stat, 194 
Salistock,64 
SbUanfe waterfall (Pisse- 

vache), 191 
Salt-works and mines, 188 
Salran, 191 
SamAden, 28j. Excorsions, 

28j 
— to Tarasp-Bad and Nan- 

ders,i:279 
* to Oolre by the Julier 

pass, 268; *by the AlbuU 

pass, 269 
* to Chlarenna Iqr the 

Malqja pass, 277 
to Pontresina by the Ber- 

nina pass, 287 
SamaaiuUhal, 287: 



flGHEBBHOBN. 

Sand-Alp, Ober, 233 
Sandhubel, 274 
Sandgipfel, 2^4 
Sand-Grat pass, 235 
Sanetsch pass, ij8 
Sanetschhom, 1^9 
SanfleunHi giader, IJ9, 147 
Saoseo, lago^ 29J 
Sardona glacier, 240 
Sargans, ^7, 213 
to Matt in the SemfUial 

by the Kieseten pass, ^7 
to Elm in the Semfthal 

by the Ramina pass, 31 
«— - to VatUs in the Calfeuser- 

thal,j8 

• 10 Zurich, 33 

— — • to Rorschach, 211 

Samen, 62. Lake, 62 

to Engelberg, Engstlen, or 

Meiringen, by the Melchthal, 

64 

— •to Lucerne, 61 

— to Meiringen by the 
Brtinig pass, 61 

Sassalbo, pizzo, 29J 

Sasso di San Gottardo, xx8 

— — Moro, monte» 291 

Sattel,6o 

Satteli pass, xi2 

Saij^m (Sovhi^re), 6 

Saussure, his fbirthplaoe, 170 ; 

geological collections, 168 
Saut du Doubs, 160 
Savien thai, 264 
Sax, Hermitage of, N. D. do, 

X90 
Saxer Lilcke, 221 
Saxeten valley, 77 
Saxon-les-Bains, 192 
Scaletta pass, 284 
Spalino, piz, 29X 
Scalotta, piz, 262 
Scanfs. 284 
to Davos by the Scaletta 

pass, 284 s by the Sertig 

pass. 284 
Scaradra, 263 
Scarl thai, 286 
Scesa Plana, 271. Ascent of, 

276 
Schabzieger cheese, 2^2 
Schachen thai, 2j8 
Schadau castle, 7J 
Schaddori; Z14 
ScHAFFHAUSKir, 21. Mfluster, 

22. Castle, 22. Falls of the 

Rhine. 2Z 

• to Bale, X9 

— — to Constance, 22 

to Ziirich, 27 

Schafles Eck, 220 
Schafloch (cave), 74 
Schafinatt, 66 
Schalbet, zox 
Schams valley, 257 
Scfaanfigg thai, 27$ 
Schapfeln castle. 2} 
Schauis, 3$ 
Scheer Joch, 250 
ScheerhorUk 250 ' 



8SDBUN. 

Scheibe 3n, 216 

ScheibenstoU, 224 

Scheideck Great, 88 

Little (Wengem Alp), 

81 

Scheiniige Platte, 76 

SchelUng (philosopher), grave, 
213 

Scherzligen, 72, 7J 

Schiahom, 275 

Scfaieuhom, 135 

Schiersch. 272 

Schilthom, 79 

Schindelefi^, 225 

Schinner, Matthew, Arch- 
bishop of Sion, 19; 

Schinznach-les>Bains, 19 

Schlieren, 18 

Sdiloesberg, 109 

Schmadribach waterMl, 79 

Schmelzboden, 274 

Schmerikon, 3S 

Schmitten, 274 

Schneehom, Ewig, loi 

Schneehuhner, 249 

Schneerause, 2^5 

Schneestock, 08 

Schonbein, discoverer of guB-> 
cotton, 3 

Schonbrun, ^9 

S<Aonegg,44. Pass, 45 

SchSnengrund, 223 

Schotten See, 275 

Schreckhom, 86 

, liUIe, 88 

Schrdenstock, 2^5 

Sdirienbach waterfall, 233 

Schnls, 286 

to Sta. Maria in the Mtm- 

sterthal, 286 

Schiipfeiberg, 66 

Schttpf heim, 66 

Schwanden, 233 

Schwandl Scheideck pass, 3s 

Schwarenbach, 129 

* to Kandersteg by the 

Uschinen Thai, 129 

Schwara Monch, 79 

Schwarze See (Lac d'Omeinax), 
144 ; near Davos, 272 

Schwarzhom, near Rosenlaul, 
89; near Kandersteg, 127; 
on the Bernardino pass. 266; 
near Davos, 274, 275 

Schweizerhalle, 6 

Schwdzerthor pass, 276 

Sdiwendi stat., 22x 

Schwingfeste (wrestling- 

matches), Ixxii, 65, 77, 9o„ 

144 
Schwyz, 60, I2X 
* to Einsiedeln by the 

Hacken pass, 226; by care- 

rlage road, 228 
— * to Lucerne, 57 
to Glarus 1^ the PrageB 

pass, 228 
Schyn pass, 270 
Scopi, piz, 248, 251 
Season fortiavelling. zxviii 
Sednm,249 vjUO^lC 
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8eelisberg, 4$. 

• to Beckenrfed by Em- 

metteo, 44 
•fieeUsberger Kttlm, 45 
Seewelijoch, 238 
Seewent6o 
♦eeewis, 271, 276 
Sefiuen Furke pass, 126 

thai, 79 

S^pies ptkss, 241 
Se^ieahora, 241 
Seilbach waterfall, 89 
Selbsanft, 233 
Sella pass, 292 

piz, 292 

Sempach. 14. Battle, 14. 

Lake, 14 
Sennwald, 212 
Sentis, 221 
Sepey. 145 

« to Ch&teau ffOex, 145 

—•to Gsteig, by les Wa- 

blerets, 146; }}y the Ool de 

Pillon, 147 

toAIglM4y 

Septimer pass, 262 

Seraeus baths, 272 

-^nif thai, 240 

Serray, lac de, 145 

Sertig valley, 274, 284 

Sesto Calende, 124 

Sevelen, iij 

Sex, port du, 197 

Sexrouge Glacier, 146 

Seyon, gorge of the, 156 

Seyssel, 165 

Siarra, lac de, 249 

Sidelhom, 95 

Ziehen Bmnnen, source of the 

Siimnen, i j6 
Sieben Chnrfirsten, 3^ 
Slerre (Slders), 194 
»— - to Brieg and the Slmplou 

pass, 194 
— • to An dor Lenk. by the 

Glacier de la Plalne Morte, 

and Wildstrubel, ij6; by 

the Rawyl pass, xj6, 194 
;SignaI-hilI and hotel, 151 
Signan, 66 
Rihlbrttcke. ^9 

Silberhom of the Jnngfran, 8 j 
fiilinen, X14 
Sils, 270^ 280. Lake, 280 

Maria, 280 

to Cbiesa in Val Malenco 

by the Capiitscha pass, 280 
Silvaplana, 28j. Excursions, 

281 
——to Pontresina by the Fn- 

orcla de Snrlei, 281 
^ilvretta glacier, 272 

paas, 272 

Sinunen river, source, X)6 
Simmenegg castle, 140 
'fiimmenthal, 140 
Simplon, 202. JPass, 200. Hos- 
pice, 201 J! 
fiinestra, val, 287 
JSingen,22 



fiPONDAOOIO. 

Sins, 286 

Sion (Sitten), 19;. Castles, 

19;. Cathedral, 19; 
— — * to An der Lenk by the 

BawyU 136 
—* to Saanen, by the Sa- 

netschpaas, 118 
• to Bex by the Col de 

ChevHIe and Diablerettes, 



iq8 
ifsikoi 



Sfsikon, 47, 121 

Sismondl, historian; his birth- 
place, 170 

Sissach, 12 

Siflsone, monte, 280. Fasso, 
280 

Sitten (Sion), 191 

Six Madun (Cima di Badus), 
249 

Slide of Alpnach, 62 

Snow-line, Ivii 

Snow, red, Ixi 

Snows|»rm8, Ixyiii 

Soazza, 267 

Sogllo, 277 

Sol, piz, 216 

Soladier, Col de, X85 

SoLEUBB (Solothum), 9. Min- 
ster, 10. Qock-tower, xo. 
Arsenal, 10. Museum, 10 

* to Bftle, 9, 12 

— to Lausanne, 151 
{ Solisbriicke, 270 

' Solothum (Soleure), 9 
Sommer Tobel, 224 
Sommerau, tj 
Somvix, 248. Val, 248, 254 
Sonceboz, 8 
Sondrio, 294 
Sonnenberg, 45 (see Seelis- 

berg) 
Some valley, 7 
Soulalex, 199 
Soyhi^re, 6 
SpauSrt, 109 
Spanurter Jodi, 109 
Sparrenhom (Bel Alp), 106 
Spectre of the Rigi, 5 J 
Speer, j6, 224 
Speicher, 2r8 
Spescha, porta da, 2|5 
Spiez, 74 
Spiezerhof, 74 
Spina baths, 274 
Spiringen, 2j8 
Spitzalpeli, 234 
Spllidatsch castle, 269 
Splttgen, 258J 
* to Relchenau by the 

Lochliberg and Savien thai, 

264 

— to IbCnz by the Yalserberg 
and St. Peters Thai, 262 

* to Thusis and Coire, 261 

— — to Chiavenna by the 

SpIUgen pass, 254 
to Bellinzona by the S, 

Bernardino pass, 264 

Sponda^o, mont, 291 



8T0BEG6. 

Stachelberg baths, 2;| 

• to Schwyz by the Pngel 

pass, 2ji 
to Altdorf by the Klausen 

pass, 2J7 
to ibigelB by the Klslen- 

grat pass, 2J9 
to Disentia hj tbe Sand- 

grat pass, 2^8 
• to Amsteg by the Cla- 

riden Grat pass, 249 

to Reichenan by the 

Richetli and Segaes paasec, 
240 

* to Glanu^ 2)0 

StaSl, Madame de: resicleiMe, 

178 ; grave, 178 
Stafa, 34 

StafTelhohe stat^ 51 
Stalla (Bivio), 269 ' 
Stallerberg pass, 262 
Stalvedro, glen, 119 
Stammheim, 32 
Stampa, 278 
Stanz, 107 

to Engelberg, ion 

to Seelisbexg by tne Sdivta- 

egg pass, 45 

*to Bekenried, 44 

to Engstlen by tKe Melcfa- 

thal,6i 
Stanzerhora, 107 
Stanstad, 6r, 108 

to Engelberg, 108 

Starlera, piz, 261 
Statzerfaom, 268 
Staubbach, waterfall, 78 
St&ubibach waterfall, tjt 
Stauffach, Wemer; birtfapkice, 

228 
{ Steamers, zvii 
Stechelberg, 79, 80 
Stegepass, 264 
Stein (on the Snaten pass). 

txo 
to Oeschenen by the Stdn 

glacier, xii 

- to the Grimsel <Mr Bhone 
glacier hotel by the Stein- 
limmi and Trift i^bder. 1 11 

to Engelberg by the 

Wenden glacier, xix 

• to EngBtlen by tbe Satteli 

pass, XX2 

Stein am Bhein, ij 

Steinbergs 80 

Steinbock (bouguetin), the, Ixx 

Steinen, 121, 227 

Steinthali, 230 
I Steinhau8hom^'9J, 98 
I Steinlimmijoch, 98 
{ Stekbom, 2;, 32 

Stelllhom, 93 
i Stephan, St, X40 
I Stierenbach jkll, X09 

Stockalper canal, 197 

Stockgron, 235 

Stockhom (lake of Thim), 7 j, 
128. X40 
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STOflS. 
fJtOSS, M, VaBSt 212, 222. 

Ghapel, 222 
Strohleck pass, 98 
Strahlgrat, 99 
Strattlingen, 74, 127 
Strella pass, 275 
Stretta pass, 292 
Strim, vaL 251 
Staderjoch, loo 
Studer's fossils, 68 
Stunde, length of, xiv 
Sufers, 258 
Saleck, 76 
Sulpice, St, 161 
Salsanna, 2B4 
Supersax castle, loi 
Surenen pass, 109 
Surettahom, 259 
Surlei, 281 
— ^ Faorcla de, 289 

pis, 281 

Sarrhein, 254 

Sursee, 14 

Siis.275.l85 

• to Davos Plata by the 

Fluela pass, 275 
— • to KloBters by the Ve- 

reina pass, 275 
Susten ^oaste), in the Yalals, 

m, 194 

— • to Leukerbad, ijj 
Susten, pass, iii 
Susteuhom, no 
Suvretta, val, 282 
Suwarrow's passage of the St. 

Oothard, 116; of the Kinzig 

Kuhn, 229, 2J7; of the fti- 

nizer pass, 242 
Suze, river, 8 
Swiss Diet, 70 
SwiTZKRLA»i>. Introductory 

Information, xii 



Tagstein,0ber,Nieder(casUe8), 
256 

TainierPasa, 207 

Talli^res, lac des, i6x 

Tambohom, 259, 265 

Tamlna, valley of the, 21 j 

Tamins, 246 

Tanzenbei^ 4) 

Tarasp-bad, 285. Waters. 286. 
Excursions, 286 

to Sta. Maria in the MUn- 

8ter Thai, 286 

* to SamAden, 281 

— to Nauders. 285 

Tasna.val,285' 

Tatschbach fall. 109 

Taubenhom. 76 

Tavanasa. 247 

Tavannes (Dachsfelden), 7 

Tavitsch (Sedrun). 249 

Telegraph, electric, xv 

TEtL.Wtu.iAX, 47. Hi. Birth- 
place, 1x4. Death, 114 



TINZENHOBN. 

Teirs chapel, 47 

country. 4^ 

Tellenbuii; castle, 128 

Tellen-Platte, 47 

Telli glacier. 125 

Tellina, val. 294 
I TeUlstock. Z12 
I Tellithal. 125 

Tenay, 164 
I Tendre. mont, 164 
I Teniger Bad. 248 

Ter, lac. i6j 

Terre. Pizzo. 259 

Terri piz. 254 

Terrible, Mont, 7 

Territet. 185 
I Terzen, j6 

' Tessin (Ticin(0 Canton. 124 
I Tete de Gros Jean. 198 

I du Molne, 142, 146 

I Tdtes de Moines cheeses, 7 

Teufebttein, 116 
; Teufelsthal, 271 
' Teufen. 220 
' Thalkirch. 264 
• Thalwyl. ;| 

Thiele (Zihl) river, 154. 156 
I Thlengen. 20 
i Thierberg. in 

Thiermatten, 1^6 

Thonon. 196 

Thorwaldsen's Lion. 41 

Thun. 72. CasUe, 72. Mili- 
tary College. 72. .Excur- 
sions. 7J. Lake, 74 

— -♦ to Seme, 72 

to Interlaken, 74 

to Leukerbad by the Gem- 
mi pass. 127 

-— to An der Lenk, i^ 

— « to Slon. or Sierre, by the 
Bawyl pass. 136 

to Frutigen and And 

der Lenk by the Hahnen- 
mooe,u5 

- to Vevey hy the Simmen< 
thai. 139 

^— • to Gruyeres or Bulle by 
the Baths of Domdne , 144 

Thur, valley of the, 221 

Thurgovie (Thnrgau), canton, 
26 

Thusis. 256. Excursions 
256. 

to Chiavenna by the 

SpIUgen pass, 256 

* to lUnz by the Stege 

to Tiefenkasteu hy the 

Sehyn pass. 268 

Tiarms pass, 249 

Tidno (TMSin), VaUey of the, 

124 

Tickets, circular, xv. Excur- 
sion, xvli 
Trefenau, 71 
TiefenkasteI^ 268 
Tine, la Perte de la. 142 
Tinzen,268 
Tinzenhora. 268, 270 



TUBTUAN. 



Tinzenthor pass. 270 

Tirano, 291 

Tirano Madonna di, 291 

'nttis, 109. X12 

Tobinium (Tofingen), x; 

T6di, 234 

Todten See. 96 

Toggenburg. 223 

Toma.lac, source of the Vor- 

der-Bhein, 249 
Tomil-alp pass. 263 
Torrenhom. 1^2 
'i'osa falls. 206 
TUss, valley and convent, 28 
Tour d'Ay, 145 
de Gourze. 182 

— de Mayen. 145 
— ^ de Peilz. 18 J 

— de Trfime. 144 
Tonrbillon castle. 19; 
Tours, circular, xv 

Tours. Skeleton, in Switzer- 
land, xxxix 

Toussaint I'Ouverture. x6x 

'lYaschellaulnen. 80 

Travelling in Switxerlandt 
xvi; requisites for. xxviit 

Travers. val de, 161 

Trelb, 45 

Trdme, la Tour de, 144 

Tremola, val. zi8 

Tremolite (nUneral). 11 8 

Trepalle. 295 

Tresenda, 294 

Triage, les Gorges du. 191 

Trient, les Gorges du, 192 

Trift pass (from Gadmenthal), 

Trifthom, 69 

Trimbache, 13 

Trin8.246 

Triphon. St., 188 

Trivulzio castle, 267 

Trogen,2i9 

TroQS, 247 

to Olivone .by the Greina 

pws, 254 

Triib see, 112 

Trdbinescapunta, 294 

Triibschachen, 66 

Trugberg. 104 

TrUmelbach, 80 

Trupchum. val. 295 

Triittlisbergpa8s.ii8 

Tschamut. 249 

Tschlerva. piz, 290 

Tschingel pass. X25 

Tritt. X25 

Tsdiingelgrat. 125 

Tschingelhom, 80. 125 

Tschingellochdlghom, X29 

Tumbif. piz, 248 

Tunnel through the' Alps. 
X19 

Tuoi. val, 272. 28y 

Tmvi.Junctk Stat., 17 

Turicum (ZUrich). Boman sta- 
tion, 29 

Tttri lake. jB 

Turtman (Tortemagne). 194 
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TURTMAN. 



Turtman to Kandenteg by 

LOtsch pass, m 
— to the Bel Alp, ijf 
to the Egglschhora by the 

LStschsattel, ijs 
Twann, 15J 



Ubliberg; 128 
Uertscb, frfz, 271 
UetUberg, ii 
Ufieni, valt 252 
XJfhaa island, J4 
Uina valley, 287 
Ulridien, 101 

to Domo d'Ossola, 206 

Ultimum (Olten), i; 
Unqrannen castle, 76. 77 
Unteraar glacier, 9; 
UnteibachhorD, 106 
Unter - Hanenstein pass, ij. 

Tunnel, i| 
Unterscbacheo, 2|8 
Untersee. 23 
(Jnteneen, 76 
Unterstaffel, 2}4 
Unterv^lier, 7 
Uomo pass, 251 
Urathhorner, zii 
Urbachtbal,o2 
Urbigeuum (Orbe), 16? 
Url, bay of, 45. Gallery of 

(tJmerlodi), 116 

Kothstock, 45, 109, 238 

Urlami, piz, 247 
UrnSsch, 223 
Umerboden, 2?7 
(Jmerloch, 116 
Urserentbal, 117 
Urweld, 9^ 
Uschinen thai. 129 
Uster, J 5 
Uttigen, 72 
Uzoach, J5 



V. 

Yadret, piz, 275, 284 
Yadoz, 217 
Yal Caianca, 267 

Sainte, 144 

ValbelU pass, 268 
ValUaigin. 159 
Yalleyrea, i6j 
Yalleys, Swiss, Ivl 
Yallorbe, 162 

to the Lac de Jonx, i6j 

Yalrhein, piz, 265 

Yate, i6j 

Yalserberg pass, 26; 

Yarzo, 2oj 

Yiltti8» 216, 241 

Yatzer see, 268 

Yaud, Pays de [Waadtland], 

Yauderens, 150 
Yaulion, Dent de, 164 
YavmarcnB castle, 158 



VUIiPEBA. 



WEGGIS. 



Yenoge, valley of the, 159 ! 

Yerbier, col de, 192 1 

Yereina pass, 272, 27 J | «r 

Yerena, hermitage of Ste., 11 j ^' 

Yerlorenes, loch, 257 | Wadensweil, 34 

Yemayaz, 191 1 -: — to Einsiedeln, 224 

toCbamonixbytheTrient I Wagenhausen, 23 



valley, 191 
YemeX'Montreox, 184 
Yerolliaz chapel, 190 
Yerona, Piz di, 291 
Yerran, les, 185 
Yerrilres de Jonx, 161 

de Soisse, i6x 

Yersr:Efelise,i45 

Yersam, 264 

Yersamer Tobel, 264 

Yersoix, n8 

Yevey, 182. ExcursioDS, i8j. 

F6te des Yignerons, x8j 
Yeytanx-^hillon, 185 
Via Mala, 257 
Yibiscum (Vevey), 182 
Ylco Soprano, 278 
Yierwaldstatter See, 41 
Yiesch, xo2. Glacier, 100, 102 
-— -> to Eggiscfahorn, X02 
to Premia, or Tosa Falls, 

204 
Yiescherhom, 100 
Yiescherhomer, Walliser, loi 
Yilla, 2SJ 
Yillard, 146, 189 
Yilleneuve, (on the Lake of 

Geneva). x86 

to Brleg, 187 

—• to Geneva, 176 

to Chateau d'Oex by Col 

deChande, 186 
Vindonissa (Wlndiscb), 16 
Yinet, the divine, hts grave, i84 
Viola, Passo di Yal, 293 
Yionnaz, 197 
Yisp (Yisbach). 19? 

^* to the Bel alp, 106 

Yiflperterminen, 19$ 
Yitodunum (Oberwintertbur), 

28 
Yittore, San, 267 
Vitznau, 44. Railway, 51 
Yogelberg, 265 
Yoirons, lea, X74 
Yolturiers, xvili 
Yoltaire — Les Delices, 173, 

Femey, 175 
Yorarlberg to thei Pratigau 

276 
Yoralpstock, X15 
Yorauen, 290 
Yorder-Rhein source, 249 
Yorder Spitzalpeli. 234 
Yonache, xnont, 165 
Yrenelisgalirt, 230 
Yrin,254. Thai, 254 
Yufflens Castle, 179 ; 
Ynlpera, 286 



Waggenltlcke (on the Sentia),. 

22X 

Waggithal, 35 
Waldeckch&teau,xi 
Waldshut JuncL stat^ 20 
Wallenstadt, J7. Lake, j6. 
WaUiseUen, 28 
Waltensberg, 242 
Walzenhansen, 212 
Wandelbach waterfall, 90 
Wangen, ij 
Wargen stat., 9 
Wartau castle. 21J 
Wartegg castle, 212 
Wartensee, 212 
Wartenstein castle, 2x5 
Wasen, 1x5, X22 
— ^•to Meiringen by the 

Susten pass, xio 
Wasenhom, 20$ 
Watch manufacture, 71, 157,. 

i$9>i6i,i7o 
Waterfalls : Ixiv— 

Aar,93 

Alpbach, 90 
• Baffalora,267 

Calcaccia, XI9 , 

Dard, X46 

Doubs. le Saut da, i6> 

Fallbach, 71 

Fatachbacb, m 

Frassinone', 20i 

Gtelmerbach, 93 

Giessbach, ox 

Gordona, 2ox 

Gstiibtbach. 228 

Handeck, 9; 

ifflgenbach, 137 

Madesimob 260 

Moesa, 266 

Oltacfaibacb, 90 

Ordlegna, 278 

Piumegna,ii9 

Reichenbach, 88 

Rhine (Schafihausen), 20 

Saane, XJ9 

Sallenche, X9X 

Schmadribaot^ 79 

Schreioibach, iji 

Seilbach, 89 

SUnbbacb. 78 

Staubibach, 2j8 

Stierenbacb, J09 

Tiitschbach, 109 

Tosa, 206 • 

Trtlmelbaeh, 80 

Turtman, 194 

Wandelbach, 90 
Wattenwyl, 73 
Wattwyl, 224 
Wauwyl, x4 
Weggis, 44. Ascent of the 

Rigi from, 54 
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WEINBUBG. 

Weinburg, 212 
Weinfelden, J2 
Weissbad, 220. Excursions, 220 

• to Rorschach, 217 

to Rttthi Rly. Sta^. over 

the Hoherkasten, 221 
to Wildhaus over the Sen- 

tis, 221, 224 
Weisse Frau, 129 
Weissenburg baths, 140 
Weissensteln (on the Jura), 11 
Weissenstein (in the Grisons), 

26j 
Weissfluh, 275 
Weisshora, 268 
Weissmies, 202 

Weisstannen, 38. Thai, 58, 241 
Weitenalpstock, 251 
Weitsattel, 93 
Wellborn, 88 , 
Wenden glacier pass, iii 
Wengem alp (Little Sheideck), 

81 
Werdenberg castle, 213 
Wesen Junct. stat., i$ 
to Wildhaus, 36 

— to Elnsiedeln and Sctiwyz, 

2JO 

— to Glarus and baths of 
Stachelberg, 2jo 

Wettereismeer, 86, 101 
Wetterhom, 86. 88 
Wetterlimmi, 92, 101 
Wettingen, 18 
Wetadkon, is 
Widderfeldstock, 109 
Wiesen, 274 

Wiflisburg (Avenches), 152 
Wlggis, 220 
Wild Qeissberg, 112 
Wildegg castle, 19 
Wildhaus, 224 

to Wallenstadt, 37, 225 

to Weissbad, 224 

— to Wesen, 36 
Wildhom, 137 

Wildkirchlein, cave aiid her- 
mitage, 221 

Wildspitz, 59 
Wildstrubel, 130, 136 



ZEBNETZ. 

Wimmis, 73 ; castle, 128 
Windegg, 98 
Windgelle, 115,250 
Wmdisch'(Vindoni88a), i6 
Windspillers, 138 
Wines, Swiss, xzv 
Winkeln junct stat., 209 
Winterberge, 115 
Winterthali, 272 
Winterthur (rly. Junct. stat), 

to Ziirich, 27 

• to Schaffhausen, 27 

■* to Romanshom, 32 

Wohlhausen, 65 

Wolfenschlessen, 108 

•to Isenthal and Seelis- 

herg by the SchSnegg pass, 45 
Wolfgang, 272 
Wood-carving, 71, 90 
Worth castle, 20 
Wrestling matches (Schwing- 

feste), Ixxil, 65, 77, 90, 144 
Wunderbrunnen, 112 
Wyl Junct. stat, 209 
— to Coire by the To^eu' 

burg, 223 
Wyler, 128 
Wylerfeld, 15 
Wylerhom, 64 

Y. 

Yberg castle, 224 
yverdon, 158 

to Lausanne, 158 

•to Neuchatel, 157 

Yvome, 187 



Zahringen, Duke Berthold V., 

68. His statue, 68 
ZSiaenberg, 98 
Zapport, grat, 266 
Zavreilahom, 263 
Zemetz, 284. 
to Sta. Maria by the Buffa- 

lora pass, 284 
to the Baths of Bormio or 

the Bemina Inn, 295 



ZWINGLI. 

ZiegelbrUcke, 35 

Zihl river. 154, 156 

Zillis, 258 

Zlmmermann : birthplace, 16. 
Residence, 34 

Zinkenstock, 100 

Zizers. 243 
I Zocca pass, 278 
' Zoflngen, 13 ' 

Zollhaus 8tat.» 92 

Zollikofen. Junct stat.. 9, 15 

Zschokke, the historian: resi- 
dence, 19 

Zuchwyl, II 

Zug, 38. Lake, 40 

•to Ziirich. 38 

Zumsteg. 207 
I Zupo pass. 292. Piz, 290 
; Ziirich. 28. Gross-Miinster, 29. 
I History, 20. Frau-Mtinster, 
I 30. Caiurches, 30. Library, 

30. Arsenal. 30. Polytech- 
nic, 30. University, 30. Bo- 

I tanic Garden, 31. Environs, 

31. Lake, 33 

to St Gall and Ror- 

schach, 209 

— • to Schaffhausen, 27 

• to Romanshom, 32 

to Berne, 32 

to Rappersweil, Sargans, 

and Ziegelbriicke, jj 

^.to Zug by Horgen, 39 

to Zug and Lucerne, 38 

to Lucerne, by railway, 

38 

ZUrichberg, 31 

Zutz. 284 

to the . Baths of Bormio, 

295 

to Davos by the Scaletta 

pass, 284; by the Zertig 
pass, 284 

ZweilUtschinen, 77 

Zweisimmen, 140 

Zwing Uri castle, 114 

Zwingen castle, 6 

Zwingli: birthplace, 224. Cu- 
racy, 226. House at Zflrich, 
29. Where he died, 38 
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